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EDITORIAL

ON ETHNIC
PLURALISM

Serge Liberman

One of the last actions of the ill-fated Labor
Government before its demise in November 1975 was
the passage of the Racial Discrimination Act (proclaim-
ed on October 31, 1975) which, in the words of the then
Prime Minister Mr. Gough Whitlam “‘wrote it firmly into
the legislation that Australia is in reality a multicultural
nation, in which the linguistic and cultural heritage of
the Aboriginal people and of peoples from all parts of
the world can find an honoured place”. This Act also
marked the ratification by Australia, after nearly ten
years, of the United Nations Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination adopted by
the U.N. General Assembly on March 7, 1966, and, fur-
ther, was the culmination of a series of reforms enacted
over the preceding three years whereby official recogni-
tion of the migrant as an individual with the rights,
privileges and duties of the ambient citizenry had come
of age. These years had seen, among other changes,
the removal of limitations on the amount of non-English
programming on radio and television, the abolition of
old discriminations which required Asians and Euro-
peans to wait longer and follow more complex pro-
cedures to acquire citizenship than U.K. citizens,
assisted passage for Vietnamese orphans, the establish-
ment of Emergency Telephone Interpreter Services and
the establishment of the Community Relations Commit-
tee of the Immigration Advisory Council to enquire into
the discrimination against, and exploitation of, migrants
and the use and non-use by migrants of newly-created
community services such as, for example, migrant
education centres and home-tutoring schemes.

For a nation of immigrants and descendants of im-
migrants, such changes were long in coming. A major
reason for Australia’s delay in ratifying the U.N. Con-
vention was that Australia had never had any legislated
prohibition against racial discrimination. Indeed, the
reverse was true. Aboriginal Australians were still re-
quired to seek special permission to leave the country
and aliens were still required annually to notify the
authorities of address, occupation and marital status.
The Convention, on the other hand, outlawed all forms
of racial discrimination on the grounds of race, colour,
ethnic background, place of birth or descent, and in-
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volved a pledge to ““adopt immediate and effective
measures, particularly in the fields of teaching, educa-
tion, culture and information, with a view to combating
prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to
promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship
among nations and racial and ethnic groups”’.

That the Convention, like the Charter of the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, has on the world scene been more often
highlighted in the breach rather than in the observance
may render a thoughtful observer understandably
cynical. But it does not detract from the fact that for
such legislation as the Racial Discrimination Act of 1975
to be passed, a welcome change of thinking must over
the years have taken place, at least in a sizeable sector
of the public. It became recognised that immigrants to
Australia came from 140 different backgrounds, spoke
90 languages and practised at least 40 different
religions. Where immigrants were earlier accepted —
often begrudgingly and with a plethora of ugly
responses — it had been hoped that they would
assimilate into the basic Anglo-Saxon “‘core culture”;
that is, that they would strive in their newly-adopted
country to be alike, look alike, sound alike, think alike
and bury completely any identity, culture, heritage or
language from the past. This assimilationist or ‘’Anglo-
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Conformist” view — almost universal in English-
speaking countries — was abandoned first by America,
then by Canada and in time by Australia.

A second view came to be held — the “‘melting
pot” view which claimed that it was possible and
desirable for migrants and native-born alike to emerge
from the crucible “‘melted, blended and reshaped’’ as a
brand-new species of man. Like the former view,
however the gap between theory and practice was too
disparate for this ideal to be workable. Migrants en
masse could not — indeed, cannot, for strong
biological reasons no less than those of the conscious
will — alter their inbred ways, whether these pertain to
culture, folklore, religious observance or language. Nor
was the host population as receptive to the concept of
the “melting pot”” as might have been desired. Shop
stewards, fellow workers, teachers, medical workers
found difficulty in forging common ground while on
another, meaner, plane, racists of every hue deliberate-
ly and at times with near-murderous venom (witness
the scurrilous orchestrated campaign against the then
Minister for Immigration Al Grassby in the Riverina elec-
torate in 1974) were not above labelling migrants as
“wogs”’, ‘“dagos’’, “‘animals’’, “‘“mongrels’’ and ““filth"’.
Homogenisation, under these circumstances, was
scarcely a realisable objective.

The evident deficiencies in this second view per-
mitted the ascendancy of a third philosophy,a third
choice in the integration of migrants into th_ls, the Irl'nost
cosmopolitan of societies. Under the heading of per-
manent ethnic pluralism”, it reflec'ted _the .ofﬁmal
recognition and acceptance of ethnlc. diversity ar_1d
allowed to each ethnic group desiring it to create its
own communal life and preserve its own cu_IturaI
heritage indefinitely while partaking in the general life of
the nation. There were shades, too, not only 'of the
mere recognition of this diversity but also of active en-
couragement of its expression (for example, in the crea-
tion in 1973 of ethnic radio stations and more rece_ntly
experimentation with ethnic televisipn),' but at 'ghe time
of the passing of the Racial Discrimination Act in 1975,
the dominant official philosophy still fell short of_Mr';
Grassby's utopian notion of ““The Family of the Nation
which foresaw dynamic interaction and a c.henshlng'of
all the languages and cultures represented in Australia,
and centred on the notion of ethr'nc. plprahsm,
manifested in practice in the elimination of
discriminatory legislation against migrants or in the pro-
vision of community services to deal with the multitude
of problems which inevitably beset the new arrivals.

That such a change in attitude has taken place,
notwithstanding the resistance and often clandestine
activities of extremist organisations — among others,
the Australian League of Rights, The Australian Na-
tional Front, The British-Australia Association, the
White Christians’ League, the Immigration Control
Association, the White Australia Progressive Party — is
welcome indeed. To be sure, even on a broader pppular
level, anti-migrant bias and attituc!es termed racist and
directed against Asians, Jews, Irish, .Greeks', lt{:lllans,
Maltese, Cypriots, Lebanese, etc. still persist in the
community. The right and licence to entertain such at-
titudes and to express them is after all part of the price
of freedom in a democratic society (though one might
hope that public education,.inte(-cpmmgnal exposure
and interaction, and appropriate limit-setting legislation
might curtail their virulence). But, above all this, one
must not lose sight of the favourable development of

attitudes unthinkable even ten to twenty years ago
when, for example, the ideas of a White Australia and
of the Yellow Peril were still receiving broad currency.

In common with other ethnic groups, Jews too
have gained from these attitudinal changes — perhaps,
as a vocal, educated, well-off, primarily middle-class
minority, even more than others. With sobriety and
without arrogance, one may point, for example, to the
number of Jews compared with members of other
minorities in local, state and federal government or in
the professions or in business. Restrictions imposed
upon his fulfiment as a Jew, as an Australian citizen
and as an individual — for he is all of these — are

aqa'&hema and instantly bring historical precedents to
mind.

; Yet, too often, his thinking and action on the prac-
tical aspects of civil and human rights — as distinct
from the theoretical basis in the Tenach to which he
proudly points as being the source of all ethics — stops
at the threshold of his own home. Amongst the most
cosmopolitan and universalist of people, he can also be
one of the most parochial and self-centred, regarding
himself as the sun about whom the world revolves.

; A har§h critique, it is true, but one that is not un-
just. For, in many instances, a migrant himself, what
does he know of the Greek, the Italian, the Turkish or
the Maltese _migrant in Australia — of his culture
loya_ltles, attitudes and djff_iculti_es? What expresseé
feeling has he for the Aborigine dislocated in Australian
society? How much conscious regard has he for the
Vietnamese boat-people, and how vocal is he, a one-
time refugee similarly stranded in limbo, unwar{ted and
rejected on the seas or in transit camps, in securin
their admission into Australia as an act of mercy ang
compassion? It is refreshing to read of the support
given to Indo-Asian settlement in Australia by the
Jewish Social Service Council and by B'naj B’rith and
of the involvement of men like Mr. Walter Lippmann in
the integration of migrants into Australian society. But
public discussion — in the Jewish press or in p.ublic
forums within the Jewish community — of these issues
is, where the Jew himself is not involved, distressing|
primitive. 4

The plea is for the Jewish citizen, even
compromising his own allegiances and uniqueness to
extend his horizons to incorporate into his awaren'ess
the multifarious society about him in all its dimensiong
and all the problems that impinge upon minorities at all
levels. For, even if the Jew’'s motive be the merely
parochial one of self-preservation as an ethnic entity en_
joying the rights, privileges and duties of the host socije.-
ty, the safest guarantee towards attaining thatend is to
work towards the acceptance, understanding and ac.-
tive encouragement of expression of all minority groups
— through their own media, clubs, restaurants, shops
and community organisations — and to sustain the
mode of thinking that has in recent years led to the no-
tion of “‘permanent ethnic pluralism".

while not

One would hope, however, that the motj
more of a universalist one where the rights of
sion of others are to be pursued for their own
the forging of a truly free, tolerant, pluralist
nuinely cosmopolitan society.

Ve was
expres-
sake in
and ge-

Interested readers are referred to the following:
Jean |. Martin: The Migrant Presence (George Allen and Unwi
Dr. Charles Price: A Study of Assimilation (ANU Press, Ca:::;g?r)é)
Al Grassby: The Morning After (Judicator Publications, Canberra)l
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD —
IS ANYBODY LISTENING?

The United Nations’ declaration that 1979 be mark-
ed as the International Year of the Child has caused a
flurry of activity in Australia. Every State has set up its
own IYC Committee, and the Federal Government has
allocated $600,000 for promotion and community pro-
jects involving children, as well as distributing $40,000
to each State, to be matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis
by State governments.

As a result there have been, and will be, a myriad
of seminars, guest speakers and conferences, all con-
cerned with some aspect of childhood, but nearly all
centring on adult participants and adult preoccupa-
tions. This non-child orientation has been criticised by a
number of groups; the ACT Senator Susan Ryan com-
mented that nearly all the IYC activities in Canberra to
which she has been invited had been cocktail parties
(Age 20.3.79).

For many individuals and organisations, the IYC is
a convenient way of highlighting a particular cause, ac-
tivity or grievance. If children’s interests are indeed fur-
thered, in however piecemeal a fashion, then perhaps
we must tolerate such expensive irrelevancies as the 3m
tall replica of a kangaroo with a joey in its pouch (sym-
bolising care in Queensland), or a Coca-Cola disco for
under-thirteens. The difficulty lies in determining
whether much of the broohaha surrounding IYC does
not obscure a failure to attack some fundamental pro-
brl]ems which beset children and those who care for
them.

Take as an instance the long-standing dilemma of
child-care. It would seem a fundamental right that
babies and young children should live and grow in an
environment that at the very least protects their
physical well-being. Yet in every city in Australia there
are infants left in cots, tied in high-chairs, or under the
inadequate supervision of siblings little older — left
because the parents cannot afford, or cannot find, ap-
propriate child-care. Despite the danger to the children,
and the trauma to both parents and children, there is no
evidence that IYC will stimulate government or com-
munity solutions to this problem.

Or take the disastrous situation of rural Aboriginal
children, whose mortality rate is many times that of
non-Aboriginal Australian children, and who, if they
live, suffer a range of debilitating but quite curable con-
ditions such as gastro-enteritis and trachoma. To effect
improvement in the lives of these children would de-
mand appropriate measures to improve the housing,
nutrition and general economic and social well-being of
their families. (The old ‘solution’ of literally tearing
Aboriginal children from their mothers’ arms and
depositing them in far-distant hostels proved unsuc-
cessful, and is no longer practised.) As yet, neither
Federal nor State governments have announced any
measures which would directly influence and change
Aboriginal children’s bleak prospects. (The West
Australian Government’s decision to spend its IYC
money on leisure activities in Broome seems a rather
peripheral approach.) Instead, the few support systems
which exist, such as Aboriginal health clinics, continue

by JUNE FACTOR*

precariously, funded grudgingly and inadequately. |YC
Committees have not as yet expressed concern, nor of-
fered practical assistance.

Regretfully, such a listing of areas of need to which
no attention is being paid could extend to many pages.
Moreover, if we are to consider the world beyond
Australia, then the picture is even darker. Hundreds of
thousands of children are hungry, ill-clad, ill-housed, il-
literate. According to every authority, the gap between
the wealthy and the poor grows apace. There are
children with swollen bellies in Africa, South America,
Asia and the Middle East. There are child beggars, child
labourers, child prostitutes, child prisoners. Will 1YC
help save the boat children of Indochina, the bombed
children of Nicaragua? Will tyrannical or self-serving
governments pay more than lip-service to their respon-
sibility to improve the conditions of children in 1979?
Will private enterprise cease to exploit children, directly
or through their parents? While the internationally
famous company, Nestles, continues to persuade
women to bottle-feed their babies, thus contributing to
the infant mortality rate in poor countries, only the
blindly naive can offer an optimistic answer to these
questions.

Perhaps it is foolish to expect more than token
gestures in a world beset by man-made ravages of war,
discrimination, avarice and alienation. Yet in a society
like ours, where hundreds of people of good will do
nothing, because they believe that nothing can be
done, we may benefit, however marginally, from a year
which forces us to focus on the needs of children.
Perhaps a few of us will start doing something, propell-
ed at last into activity by our obligations to the small,
the vulnerable — to the future.

*June Factor is a lecturer at the Institute of Early Child Development. She is a co-
editor of “’Cinderella Dressed in Yella" "'.
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JUDAISM AND ISLAM

by A. Dudley Hallam

Senior Associate, Department of Middle Eastern Studies, University of Melbourne

| accepted the challenge to write briefly about a
comparison between Judaism and Islam, and relation-
ships between them, because recent major events in
the Middle East have created new situations and have
suddenly imposed again on this subject additional
relevance. The catastrophic collapse, early this year, of
the Shah of Iran’s regime and dynasty at the hands of
the exiled Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini has led to
public approval in Iran for the commencement of plann-
ing for the establishment of a new lIslamic republic
there. In addition, the signing of the initial peace treaty
between Egypt and Israel in March this year, after thirty
years of a state of war between Israel and the Arab
States, has led to hopes for a period of peaceful co-
operation between these two neighbouring states, and
perhaps for an even wider agreement involving more
states.

Judaism includes the religion, culture and national
identity of the Jewish people. On the religious side, the
structure of Judaism today is built upon that rabbinic
Judaism which was created out of the ashes of the
pluralistic, Judean, second-temple society and
established, in its initial phase, at Yavneh (Israel) by
Yohanan ben Zakkai, after the destruction of the temple
in Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D. The main com-
ponents of this new form of rabbinic Judaism were the
scribal tradition or profession and Pharisaism, two of
the many diverse elements referred to above, and, as
history was to prove, the two most significant and en-
during of these elements. On the side of culture, we in-
terpret the word to mean the development of the men-
tal faculties and the results of that development.
Judaism inherited the Biblical commandment of the
Shema’ (Deut. 6:4-9) which, in addition to binding
them to a strictly monotheistic faith, required of them
the love of God with all their heart (levav), with all their
soul (nephesh), and with all their strength (me’od) —
virtually, with the whole being; but the commandment
goes on to bind them also to the teaching of these re-
quirements to their children at all times and in all pla<_:es.
Hence a primary emphasis in Judaism is essentially
towards culture — primarily their own, of course; but
also to full participation in the culture of the nations as
well. It is characteristic of Judaism to promote the best
education and learning, whether scientific, legal,
medical or in the arts. The attempt by the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini to proscribe music in Iran goday
could neverbe a part of Judaism. Thirdly, on the side of
national identity, we should include the language of
Hebrew, which has never ceased to be used by_the
Jewish people and today it is miraculously rnge_d
amongst them; and the land of Israel (especially in this
modern age, with the re-establishment of the state of
Israel in 1948), towards which an immortal longing has
been directed throughout their exile. Tied to the love of
the land of Israel is the longing for personal and national
independence. When Moshe Leib Lilienblum in 1881 ex-
amined the stark tragedy facing the Jews of Eastern
Europe, he was forced to choose between the pursuit
of culture and freedom. "When | became convinced”,
he wrote in his diary that year, “‘that it was not a lack of

high culture that was the cause of our tragedy — for
aliens we are and aliens we shall remain even if we
become full to the brim with culture . . . the salvation’’
(the return of the Jews to the land of Israel) “‘stands
before me in all its glory!”’

The Jews of the second-temple period (516 BC to
70 AD) were descendants of the Israelite kingdoms of
the first-temple or monarchy period (about 1000 BC to
586 BC). Before the Israelite monarchy there had evolv-
ed the strong, tribal and charismatic society of the
period of the Judges, and, prior to that, the uniquely
creative and fundamental period of Moses, who, in the
1.3th century BC, led a diverse multitude of Israelite cap-
tives out of Egypt, by way of the wilderness of Sinai.
Their entry and settlement in Canaan, partly by force
under Joshua, had been preceded by tribes akin tc;
them from the north during the Amarna age, and, of
course, by Abraham and his tribe much earlier still
(probably during the Hyksos period or Middle Bronze I'I
age about 1720 to 1570 BC). According to Biblical tradi-
tion, Abraham emigrated with his father Terah and a
tribe from Ur, near the head of the Persian Gulf ard one
of the major city-states of the ancient archetypal
Sumerian civilisation,'first to Haran? then in the Mari
sector of ancient northern Mesopotamia and after the
death of his father, south to the land of divine destin
among the Canaanites and others, on the banks of thy
Jordan and Aravah (Genesis 12:5; 13:14-18) The
political, economic, geographical and mass~mig‘rato ”
pressures, which may well have combined in the casry
of the Abrahamic tribes with the traditional religioue
factor to motivate and direct this long and involvez
migratory trek from Ur to the southern hill—country f
Cis-Jordan and Trans-Jordan and, later, because 0f
drought, to join the Asian hordes and rulers (Hyksoo)
occupying the fertile delta region of lower Egypt ars
well understood today, as is also the later resurgenée o?
Pharaonic power in the New Kingdom period of ancient
Egypt (from 1570 BC — the beginning of the famous
18th dynasty), which evicted the foreign rulers and
especially in the 19th dynasty exploited the laboyr of
those who were left behind. Thus, in the patriarcha|
stage of emergent monotheism (the monolatroyg
stage), the Biblical faith, which Judaism was eventually
to inherit, was not simply a Semitic growth but alsg had
roots in and major contacts with, 'the two great pro-
totypal civilisations (viz. non-Semitic Sumeria®, anq
Hamitic Egypt, with su%mflcant Hurrian contacts ag
well, at the Haran stage).

The exilic and post-exilic Biblical,
New Testament and Qur’anic references
bear testimony to the enduring tradition o
tional place among the Jewish people.®. The Bibje itsel
confirms the ethnic ties between the semi-sedent o
Abrahamic tribes and the bedouin in the story of Abr:
and Hagar (Gen. 16-17), a fact which language wo ;n
establish, in any case. Moreover, the divine purpOsesu d
blessing through Abraham also encompass al

Apocryphal,
to Abraham
f his founda-

o ¥ “al
families of the earth”” (Gen. 12:3), a qualification o; r:whae
jor universal significance. However, the origina_I
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nomadic tribal migrations out of the Arabian peninsular
in north-easterly and north-westerly directions, pro-
bably as a result of the development of agriculture in
the Mesopotamian valley, must have been much earlier
than Abraham’s day. The Biblical saga of Ishmael is
more aetiological than historical.

With the advent of the domesticated camel in late
Iron Age |, (Judges 7 may well reflect one of the earliest
uses of the camel in warfare), nomadic tribes of Arabia
began more and more to service the profit from
(through tolls etc.) the important overland trade-route
which sprang up between the South-Arabian coast and
the north. Besides the very important South-Arabian
produce — mainly frankincense and myrrh from the
Dhufar area — the port of Qana’ also traded in other
commodities from sea-going vessels from Africa, India
and the Far East, bringing such goods as silk, spices
and precious stones. The overland route went north
from Qana’ by way of the Arabian west-coast
hinterland, following the line of the major oases. In due
course, cities and city-states developed along the route
between the Dhufar area and Hejaz. The South-Arabian
kingdom of Saba’, with its capital of Marib, was the
major controlling state from at least the tenth century
BC.° and down to the third century BC. For a time
thereafter Qataban and Ma’in (the Minaeans) were the
dominant South-Arabian states. Most of the caravan
route passed through Mecca and Yatrib (Medina), Elath
(at the head of the gulf) and on to Gaza and the
Mediterranean world, or via Petra (or Ma'an) to
Damascus. The late resurgence of the Sabaeans was
associated with the emergence of the kingdom of
Himyar at about 100 BC, with Zafar as its capital, a
kingdom which became the last major state to control
Southern Arabia before the advent of Mecca's
supremacy and the rise of Islam. In the fourth century
AD, the king of Himyar was baptised into Christianity,
probably as a result of Christian missionary activity from
Ethiopia (and ultimately, of course, from Alexandria
and Constantinople). However, early in the fifth century
AD, the king of Himyar, after visiting Yathrib (Medina),
was converted to Judaism. However, the kingdom of
Himyar gradually declined in the fifth and sixth cen-
turies AD until its defeat by Ethiopian forces. Its last
king, Yusuf ‘As’ar Yath’ar Dhu Nawas (‘‘Masruq’’ of
Axel Moberg’s edition of the Book of the Himyarites —
Lund & London, 1924), was converted to Judaism
befqre he began to reign. While there were many con-
versions to Judaism from among the Southern Ara-
bians (as also to Christianity) in the fifth and sixth cen-
turies AD, there must also have been a large core-
community of original Jews there. No certain
knowledge exists as to the origin of this remarkable
community; but we know that it was, (as distinct from
the Jews of Hejlaz) still there in the early centuries of the
Islamic period.” Whatever the difficulties after the ad-
vent of the Islamic period were to be, Jews continued
to reside in Yemen until their aliyah to Eretz Israel.?

The Jews of Hejaz were concentrated in several
tribes in the areas of Yathrib (Medina), Taymah and
Chaybar. It is sometimes said that the Jews there
originated at the time of the last Babylonian king,
Nabonidus (555 BC to 539), who spent much of his
reign at Taymah in Northern Arabia and made cam-
paigns from there south to Yathrib. In Nabonidus’
Prayer (found among the Dead Sea Scrolls), the king
refers to his being healed of an ulcer by a Jew from the
exile.? It is inferred that many Jews of the Babylonian
dispersion may have accompanied the king and settled

there. However, as early as the reign of King Solomon,
there was a major development of Israelite trading to
the south and his control over Edom on the eastern
flank of his port at Ezion-geber, (first subdued by his
father King David — 2 Sam. 8:13f.), would have re-
quired many Israelite citizens and soldiers as far south
perhaps as the area later known as Hejaz and some of
these could well have settled permanently there to ex-
ploit a profitable living as traders and agriculturalists.
Much later on, in Herodian times, Aelius Gallus set out
in 24-25 BC with the tenth legion of the Roman army on
an unsuccessful mission to conquer Arabian Felix
(Southern Arabia) and King Herod of Judea arranged
for an auxiliary Jewish contingent to act as a link
between the Roman army and the Jewish communities
of Arabia, and many of these may have remained in
Southern Arabia or in Hejaz.

Therefore, we have to understand that, before the
time of the Prophet Muhammad's first visions (Quran
S. 53:1-18) and his conviction, early in the seventh cen-
tury AD, that he was commissioned to be ‘the
messenger of God’, there were many Jews permanent-
ly domiciled in Southern Arabia and in Hejaz. At the
beginning of the seventh century AD Zoroastrian Persia
had control of the Yemen, Christian Ethiopia was con-
nected with Byzantine Syria, while Nestorian Christiani-
ty and Judaism within Arabia looked to Persia for pro-
tection. The caravan-trading centre of Mecca, half way
between the Christian city of Najran in the south and
Jewish Medina in the north, was controlling the great
trade route from the Arabian south coast north to Gaza
and the Mediterranean world or to Damascus, through
the powerful tribe of Quraysh. Since the sixth century
AD, Mecca had grown to be a powerful commercial
and holy city in its own right. Islamic historians refer to
the pre-Islamic period as al-Jahiliyah: ‘The time of Ig-
norance’. However, that is a relative term and ought
not to be misinterpreted. Mecca was already the Ara-
bian city of pilgrimage (together with ‘Arafat, the
sacred mountain), centre of poetic recitation, city of the
Haram, sacred precinct, city of the Ka’ba — the most
sacred sanctuary (now inside the mosque of Mecca).
The tribe of Quraysh believed itself to be descended
from Ishmael and Abraham, inspiration of the sacred
mountain and its holy shrine. Muhammad was born
about the year 570 AD and became a city-dweller.
Already the city of Mecca, and the two other important
Hejaz cities of Medina and Ta'if, had achieved a large
degree of integration with nomadic Arabs and Islam
was to enlarge and maintain to the present day that
central role of the Hejaz. The dominance of the Hejaz
combined with the collapse of the Persian empire and
the weakening of the Byzantine hold opened the way
for an upsurge at that time of Arab influence. Never-
theless the spectacular nature of the unification and
power of the Arabian world must largely be attributed
to the personality and sense of timing and destiny of the
Prophet Muhammad.

Muhammad’s early visions and mission clearly imp-
ly a Biblical knowledge and background, gained
perhaps through earlier friendships with Jews. Thus at
his inaugural vision at the top of the mountain, where
he was about to cast himself to death over a cliff, a
voice restrained him: ‘“O Muhammad! Thou art the
apostle of God and | am Gabriel’ (Islam ed. J. A.
Williams, New York, 1963, p.48) | raised my head
towards heaven to see and lo! Gabriel in the form of a
man, with feet astride the horizon, saying, ‘O Mul_'lam-
mad! Thou art the Apostle of God and | am Gabriel’"".
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The Prophet was rescued from the mountain and told
his wife, Khadija, of his vision and she told her cousin
Waraga, who cried: ‘Holy! Holy! Verily, by Him in
whom is Waraqa'’s soul, if thou hast spoken to me the
truth, O Khadija, there has come unto him the greatest
Namus who came to Moses, and lo, he will be the pro-
phet of this people.’

Namus appears to be a transliteration of the Greek
nomos, which since the beginning of the Septuagint
version in Alexandria (Egypt) in the middle of the 3rd
century BC has been the rather inadequate Greek
translation of the Hebrew word TORAH. Clearly, in pre-
Islamic Arabia the word nomos had come to include
both the divine revelation itself and the heavenly agent
who delivered the message. So Namus here stands for
the angel Gabriel and the divine revelation to Muham-
mad. One source seems to have understood that Wara-
gah was a Jew;'° but there is no confirmation of that,
although Muhammad seems to have had family con-
nexions in Medina. The angel Gabriel is mentioned
specifically in the Qur'an only three times; however, he
appears by implication more often than that by means
of the word ‘spirit’, as when we read (Q.S. 26:193):
‘Truly it is the revelation of the Lord of all Being,
brought down by the faithful Spirit upon thy heart . . .’
In the Bible there are many instances of angels (c.f.
Genesis 18:1-10); in the Book of Daniel the archangel
Gabriel is mentioned twice (Daniel 8:16; 9:21) (and
twice in the New Testament — in Luke’s Gospel Chap.
1) and the archangel Michael three times (Dan. 10:13,
21; 12:1)."" In post-Biblical Judaism, however, there are
frequent mentions of angels, including the seven
specific archangels. Michael is said to be the preferred
angel of Israel; but Gabriel is often the messenger of
God to man (Bereshit Rabba xlviii; Ixxviii). Insteac_i of
the angel (mal’akh) who slew the Assyrian army in 2
Chron. 32:21, the Targum names Michael and Gabriel;
“’the man dressed in linen, with the writer’s case at his
waist”’ (Ezek. 9:3; 10:2), Yoma Ixxvii identifies with
Gabriel. Even Muhammad’s concept of ‘messenger of
the Lord’ for his role as prophet is Hebraic in style, (cf. 2
Chron. 36:15-16; Isa. 42:19; 44:26; Hag. 1:13, cf. also
Mal. 3:1) — indeed, throughout the Bible the role of the
genuine prophet is to be present in the council of the
Lord and to bear the divine message to the nation.

(To be continued in a later issue.)

1. A basically non-Semitic people and culture which, after the conquest
of Sargon |, became a mixed Sumerian and Semitic society.

2. A Hurrian, non-Semitic city, which became the centre of the
kingdom of Mitanni and is now in southern Turkey.

3. cf. the covenant concept of Gen. 9:8-12; 15:6f.

4. cf. the sister-status of Sarai and the giving of marriage of Hagar the
Egyptian, Sarai's handmaid, Gen. 16 and 21.

5. Isaiah 41:8; 51:2; 2 Chron. 20:7; Ben Sira 44:19-21; 1 Macc. 2:52;
Epistle of James 2:21-23; Matt. 3:9; Luke 16:22f. Qur'an S2:115f.

6. In the latter part of which would come the famous trade and other
negotiations between the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon — 1
Kings 10:1-13.

7. cf. the reports of the renowned Spanish Muslim geographer, Abu
‘Ubayd al-Bakri (11th century), who tells how Jews and Christians were
still in Najran and Yamama during the reign of the Caliph Omar; also cf.
letters found in the Cairo (Fostat) Genizah, relating to mutual and finan-
cial connexions still in operation between Jews of Iraq and Southern
Arabia, as well as relations between these two and Cairo. The great
Maimonides himself wrote his Epistle to Yemen in the twelfth century
AD).

8. Some of these arrived in Israel during the second aliyah; but the main
group arrived after the establishment of the state of Israel — “operation
magic carpet’’. Reports continue to circulate about there being pockets
of Jews still living in North Yemen.

9. See G. Vermes: The Dead Sea Scrolls in English — 1968, p.229.
10. See T. P. Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, London, 1885. Lahore revis-
ed version p.429.

11. And twice in the New Testament — Ju. 9; Rev. 12:7.

KADIMAH
LIBRARY

After a long period of unfortunate neglect, efforts
are currently being made to reorganise and revitalize the
Kadimah National Library. The initial action has been to
divide the library into two sections viz English and Yid-
dish. The English section has been moved to the first
floor of the library situated at 7 Gordon Street, Elstern-
wick (next door to the Classic Theatre) and reading
facilities have been installed.

It is realized that a large section of the Melbourne
Jewish community require books in English on Jewish
topics. Unfortunately the selection of English books at
the moment is somewhat limited, however it is intended
to quickly expand the English Language Library and
provide a Judaica information centre for use by the
Jewish community at large. Consequently the
reorganization of the English section has been the first
area of concern.

As well as collecting works of fiction of important
Jewish writers it is intended to build a comprehensive
reference collection with particular emphasis on
Holocaust literature, Jews in pre-war Europe and Jews
in Australia.

The English language library is now operational
and new borrowers are welcome.

All books have been catalogued on a subject
author and title basis so that books are easy to find. A
range of periodicals is also available. '

Unfortunately the current library hours are limiteq

Sunday 11a.m. — 1 p.m.
Tuesday 7.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

These will be extended should it be required.

The management of the Library welcomes your
suggestions for areas of improvement. These should be
forwarded to:

The Librarian :
Kadimah National Library
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185.

Donations of English books on Jewish topics
would also be gratefully accepted. Please contact the
above address should you wish to make a donation,

Now that the English Iaqguage library is opera-
tional it is intended to reorganize and update the Yiq.
dish section.

Regular notices will appear in this publication
detailing new acquisitions and other library information,

A complete list of books held in the Kadimah
Library is available on request from the Librarian.

“
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The Bezalel Fellowship of Arts

by Albert Krantz

The Bezalel Fellowship of Arts in Melbourne was
formed in 1963 in the desire to create a Jewish group
with a common interest in the creative arts. Its first
President was the internationally-famous sculptor Karl
Duldig who later also became President of the Associa-
tion of Australian Sculptors. The Foundation Patron
was the distinguished Jewish artist Percy White who
began his career in 1903 at the Royal Academy of Berlin
where he studied under the tutelage of Max Lieber-
mann. Dr. Morris C. Davis was the first Chairman of the
Committee, Felix Werder and Martha Ash were the first
Vice-Presidents, Hans Friend was Deputy Chairman,
Slawa Duldig was Honorary Secretary, while Commit-
tee members included Mena Werder, Adela Shaw,
David Kwiatkowsky, George Silver and Marie Rooke.

The main objects of the Fellowship were to pro-
mote within the Jewish community an interest in the
Arts, to give support and encouragement to individual
artists, and to do so in a practical way by awarding
scholarships and prizes both to promising
schoolchildren and to deserving artists, whether they
be members of the Fellowship or not. (David
Kwiatkowsky, a foundation committee member, was
an early recipient of such a scholarship, and this very
gifted and successful young artist was at his peak when

C\? tr)agically lost his life in the 1973 October Arab-Israel
ar).

Named - after the first Jewish artist mentioned in
the Bible”, the Fellowship shares the name Bezalel
with the very fine School of Art in Jerusalem. It has also
established more tangible links with the Israeli School
and when this became the Academy of Arts and Design
for the training of students in all forms of creative art,
this bond was greatly strengthened. The Fellowship
became Friends of the Israel Museum and its pattern of
activities became dominated by a desire to assist the
Academy of Arts and Design, the Museum, and the
School of Art in Israel. This was achieved by the con-
duct of exhibitions, the first of which was held in the
Toorak Galleries in August 1963. This exhibition was
opened by Dr. Leonard Cox who was famous for his
Chinese Collection which he later donated to the Na-
tional Gallery of Victoria. Subsequent annual exhibi-
tions have furnished members with the opportunity to
display their work, and the standard in all these
endeavours has been very high. In 1973, a Special Art
Auction conducted at the Elwood Talmud Torah
premises under the supervision and honorary support of
well-known auctioneer Graham Joel, raised a very
substantial sum for Bezalel Fellowship of Arts and for
Keren Mishpachot Hagiborim, while an Art Exhibition

(1) Albert Krantz recently returned from a visit to the Bezalel Academy
of Arts in Jerusalem, where he and his wife presented a number of
scholarships to deserving students of the Academy.

(2). “And Moses said unto the children of Israel: ‘See, the Lord
hath called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe
of Judah. And He hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.
And to devise skillful works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,
and in cutting of stones for setting, and in carving of wood, to work in
all manner of skillful workmanship.” (Exodus 35:30-33).

Albert Krantz ““So Moses went down unto the people
and told them,”” (Exodus 19:25).

“Hands” — Ruth Spivakovsky
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held in Kew in the following year raised funds for
several other worthy causes. Over subsequent years,
thousands of dollars have been raised for scholarships.

Among the artists whose names are recorded in
catalogues of exhibitions over the years are Martha
Ash, Dorothy Baker, Alfred Calkoen, Sir William
Dargie, Morris C. Davis, Rosie Dorin, Karl Duldig,
Frances Einhorn, Hans Friend, H. Goldberg, Louis
Kahan, Betty Kohn, Jack Koskie, Albert Krantz, Ber-
nard Lawson, Victor Majzner, E. Marcuse, Mirka Mora,
Marie Rooke, Ken Scarlett, Adela Shaw, Josef
Silverstein, Hymie Slade, Raymond Smith, Ruth
Spivakovsky, Devi Tuszinski, Sonya Weinfeld, J. We-
ingrow, Felix Werder and Anna Zandberg. Harold
Freedman, noted state artist, gave a number of
demonstrations in painted and mosaic murals; Sir
William Dargie (Australia’s most celebrated Archibald
Prize winner) and Joseph Brown O.B.E., Australia’s
most prominent art critic and collector, were amongst
the lecturers to the Fellowship while enthusiastic sup-
port was also given by the foremost women's artist Eric
McGilchrist. Honorary members include Sir Zelman
Cowen, Louis Kahan and Devi Tuszinski.

Percy White by Adela Shaw (1964)

Although it is impossible to enumerate all the
achievements of Bezalel members, there are some
which merit separate mention. These are: the sixteen
superb paint-on-glass windows at the Elwood Talm‘ud
Torah Synagogue symbolishing the various Jewish
Festivals, and the windows at the Montefiore Homes,
created and donated by Adela Shaw; the magnificent
Menorah in bronze and granite made and donated by
Raymond Smith R.A.S., and the outstanding wall
sculpture by Karl Duldig enhancing the entrance of the
same synagogue; the mosaic windows of the East
Melbourne synagogue carried out in a fused—glass
technique by Morris C. Davis C.M.G. which prowde_ a
colourful atmosphere to this synagogue now in its
110th year; and the stained-glass windows of Rimona
Kedem in the Toorak Synagogue.

““Beauty in the eye of the beholder” is all very well,
but with the Bezalel Fellowship of Arts, participants
become creators as well as beholders, and life assumes
a much richer form than one could possibly visualise
from the sidelines of non-participation.

S PPRTRURP RN |
Zandberg Anna — “’Living City”
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““The Old Hut”” — Morris C. Davis

Martha Ash — Mosaic Mural

Founders of “'Bezalel”
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THEY MARCHED US AWAY*

by Maria Lewitt

They marched us away and | wasn’t even sure why
they were taking us.

In the morning they rang at the gate, our fugitives
ran to the hideout, Shelminka barked and it all seemed
like a repetition of some constantly recurring
nightmare, one you dream often, knowing what will
come next and being unable to prevent it.

When Olga opened the gate, the soldiers ran in-
side, guns at alert and demanded all people between fif-
teen and thirty to go with them.

‘Please leave them with me’, pleaded mother. ‘|
lost my husband in the war, all | have are my two
daughters.’

‘No one is going to hurt them. They will be back
home before dark. A day’s work in the open won’t do
your girls any harm. Schnell, schnell,” they urged us
and | was glad there was no time for kisses and good-
byes.

They marched us, Tania and |, and while we pro-
ceeded, the other groups of escorted youngsters joined
in with us. Dust, still air, not even a leaf moved, the
empty road and only women stood in front of their
houses staring. Sometimes a dog ran alongside and the
birds drew circles in the tall sky. Flies travelled on peo-
ple’s backs and once disturbed, buzzed while perform-
ing hieroglyphic acrobatics in the air. It lasted a moment
or two, till they settled on somebody’s back again.

We reached the village square. The church stood
there quietly, forlorn. A tiny church, all white with a
slender steeple. A few very white, puffy clouds hung
above, as if planted by the hand of some pedantic artist
to complete the idyllic picture.

The shops were all shut and we were allowed to sit
down.

‘Where are you going to take us?’ someone daring
asked.

"You'll learn soon enough’ the soldier who
answered was as young as us, but he carried a gun and
he looked at us with contempt and power.

‘We were crazy to go’ | whispered into Tania’s ear.
‘Next time we’ll hide.’

‘Do, d'you thing they will kill us?’ Tania’s breath
was as hot as her thoughts were freezing.

‘Don’t be stupid,”’ | hissed.

‘Look,” Tania said aloud and heads turned to the
main road. A small detachment headed toward the
square and before they entered they burst into song.
‘Heil-li, heil-lo.” The goose step splendid in its barbaric
way. Some from our group stood up and were im-
mediately pushed to a sitting position again.

The officer barked a command in a Wagnerian
voice while his soldiers marched on the spot before they
came to an abrupt halt.

The officer stood in front of us as if on a tripod.

‘Achtung!’

*An extract from Maria Lewitt's manuscript “Years Without
Spring”” which won the Alan Marshall Award for 1979.

We were now completely surrounded and wherever |
looked | saw shining flashing boots, also in tripod posi-
tion, obviously to support the swift upper part of the
body firmly; they watched us and recorded every move-
ment clicking all the time.

‘We have assembled you here today . . . The situa-
tion demands it,” the officer started and | was angry
with myself and wondered why we hadn’t tried to
escape when there had been only a few soldiers.

There was one civilian standing with the official
party.

‘As you must know from the press some Com-
munists detatched themselves from the Russian army
and are on the run. They might reach your homes. |
don’t have to tell you what it means. It means pilfering;
it means rape; it means death to your loved ones.
Therefore in order to protect you, we have to build a
stronger defence line; it's more in your own interest
than in ours. Because the final victory will be with us
before long. Our army is at the gates of Moscow, at the
gates of the oil fields of the Caucasus. Before long, as |
said, we'll join with them to crush the shaky Communist
Army once and for all. When their morale is at its lowest
and their incentive to fight nil. We want your co-
operation.” Let me remind you of Katyn, let me remind
you of the Russian atrocities. We are a civilised people’
we are ready to defend your homes, your ageing
mothers, your young brothers and sisters . . . Long live
Germany. Heil Hitler.’

The civilian translated the officer's address into
Polish adding a few more words here and there, plan-
ting fear and underlining the urgency to be loyal
towards the ‘cultural, western democracy of German
people,” in comparison with the ‘primitive Russians,
renowned for their cruelty’. He stressed that once the
war was over, he was more than certain, the Germans
would establish a new Polish State, free of Jews and
other subversive elements which at present they
couldn’t do because they were too involved in fighting
for freedom and defending democracy. Therefore it
was our sacred duty towards Poland and our families to
build a functional defence line.

Someone commanded us to get up, so we did. We
formed an orderly column, were handed shovels and
picks and were ordered to march.

Tania ended a few rows in front of’me. | wanted to
join her but was stopped and couldn’t. We marched
carrying the tools over our shoulders, heavily guarded
by our friends and saviours. They prompted us to sing
which some did and the others joined only-after being
persuaded by our benefactors. We walked, our faces
wet and lips dry. My pick weighed more heavily with
every step as everybody’s must have done.

They turned us from the main road, right through
the scrub. Heather, spiky turf, brittle pranches. We
trampled over them. We were not permitted to break
ranks and | felt as though | was surrounded by
bayonets. We pushed and swayed, some fell to the
ground. They yelled and shouted, they laughed. In the
end they allowed us to break our ranks. The air was
saturated with the fragrance of firs and young pines. |
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felt hungry. We struggled through the very centre of
the scrub. The density didn’t allow any breeze to
penetrate, the undergrowth was uneven, in places soft
and tempting. Everyone must have known the feel of
surroundings like that, must have rested in such a place
on such a day, when we were free.

The winding path twisted, turned and | thought
that all our folk dances and tunes must have been born
in spots like this.

Rabbit droppings galore. Tania and | collected
them as kids and thought they were nuts. And one day
when we played hide and seek we discovered a secret
hideaway. Its walls were lined with young firs, perfect
isolation from the outside world. The entrance was well
hidden, actually we had to force an entry through the
thick branches. Our legs and arms were constantly
covered with scratches and once mother thought we
had the measles or some other dreadful disease. Then
she accepted our version and pleaded with us to be
more careful while collecting blackberries. We were so
pleased we hadn’t disclosed what we were doing and
kept on returning to that place for the whole duration of
our holiday. Our very own place which nobody else ever
suspected to exist, where the floor was of moss and
heather, the walls of fir branches and the sky was our
ceiling. The whole area was restricted but large enough
for us. We loved to stretch on the ground, watch the
clouds and tell each other stories full of horror and
magic. Only our beloved dog, Lord, named after an
English lord, because he looked so distinguished and
noble, was welcome to stay with us. Then one day
when we arrived, there was a big turd right in the centre
of our paradise. The air was vile and thick maggots
crawled all over. Huge flies buzzed and we almost cried
for our paradise lost. We never returned to that place
again. We stopped telling each other stories. To listen
to Tania’s full of horror, | needed the protection of the
sky. I refused to listen. And she too didn’t want to listen
to my ‘lies” any more and besides ‘it was much more fun
to play policemen and robbers anyway’.

How many years ago was it, fifteen, fourteen?
Good old hiding place. | marched, thought and then
someone shouted the command and we stopped. A
few soldiers ran past, the earth thumped, quivered,
there was a lot of running, commotion, the orders were
given and then a salvo, just so very near and so very dry
and then there was that cry spiked with agony, another
shot, a full scale of agitated voices and someone laugh-
ed. Thick, insolent laugh and ‘shnell, shnell’.

The thicket resolyed itself into an uneven clearing
where the trenches zigzagged and the freshly dug soil
mounted.

: They ordered us to dig. A young man next to me
said that his mate hid in the thicket because he wanted
to run away and what do | think, maybe it was him they
shot. He cried, ‘so what d'you think, is he dead or
what?’

‘I don’t know.’

‘D’you think | should ask theeeem?”’

‘I don’t know.’

We sweated, my eyes were prickling. My back, my
arms, my legs, my whole body hurt. Oh, how it hurt,
but we dug and dug and dug, hardly ever being allowed
to stretch. And | remembered how on the eve of the
War we worked on trenches and how enthusiastic we
were. How we sang songs and were sure of instant vic-

tory. All my friends who never lived to see the end of all
that madness.

A young man met his death in that thicket; he
wanted to return home, an unforgivable crime in the
eyes of those who will force others to do things which
shouldn’t be done in the first place.

| wondered how long they were going to keep us
here. My stomach was all tight, throat dry and the day
was so unbelievably beautiful that it hurt.

And then they allowed us to stop. They gave us
water to drink, divided us according to sexes and |
found myself with Tania again. The air trembled and
was filled with distant detonations and | trembled too.
So the front was approaching.

‘Quick, quick,” our masters shouted, ‘hurry up.
That section must be completed before the
thunderstorm.” They were nervous and as a result
became more efficient. | wondered how they felt, what
went through their minds and if they trembled too.

The mounting soil shaded the trenches so it was
cooler to dig, though we had to throw the soil higher. A
soldier stopped just above us, he was fat and sloppy, .lf
there ever was a sloppy man in the German army. His
face was all lined and quite stern.

"You don't have to kill yourselves. Take it easy. It's
useless anyway.’ His face was very severe and | wasn't
sure if the voice belonged to him. And then he shouted
‘schnell, schnelll’. ‘Useless I'm telling you. Half of
Russia is dug up, half of Poland . . . Schnell, schnell.
Donnerwetter noch ein mal,” and he moved away.

We took his advice and slowed down in our work. |
listened hoping to hear more detonations but there
were none, the only sounds | heard were human, voices
of power and sounds of fear.

We worked till the horizon turned orange-red.
They commanded us to form ranks and the fat soldier
collected all the tools. We were to leave them behind
under his guard so that tomorrow morning they would
be ready for us when we resumed our work. We were
instructed to assemble at the square at 7 a.m. sharp and
reminded that from tomorrow on we were expected to
work faster and better, otherwise they would be forced
to make us more productive.

We arrived home late in the evening. We were very
tired but before we went inside we put our heads to the
ground. The earth was absolutely still, only the frogs
croaked nearby. Tania went inside but | stayed out a bit
longer. The faces of the people | worked with were with
me and the voice of that young man. ‘You don’t think
th-e-e-e-e-y killed h-h-h-im?’ | wondered what he would
tell his mate’s family and if they would go there at night
to look for the body.

We hardly ate, Tania and |. We talked of what our
slob told us and of the detonation which we heard.
Everybody became excited and Marek and Julek copied
the map of Poland. They marked Zelonka as a centre
and drew circles every fifty kilometres and speculated
how long it would take the Russians to liberate us.

Before we went to sleep it had been decided that
neither Tania nor | should present ourselves for digging
trenches ever again. We should have been hidden in the
first place anyway. | couldn’t agree more.

Julek woke me up at night when | screamed and
cried. | dreamt | was a child again. | was on the way to
our hideout, knowing that something terrible was going
to happen. | couldn’t go back because there was only

Melbourne Chronicle

August-September 1979 1




one path leading to it and when | looked back there was
nothing. The body of a young man was lying in my
hideout and it was covered with maggots and blow-
flies. And another young man stood there and kept on
asking ‘Do you-u-u think he is dea-ea-ea-ead? So | bent
down to see; he had my father’s face which changed to
Irma’s. And then Julek woke me up. He wiped my face,
he held me close till | stopped shivering. The windows

trembled again and again. So the front was ap-
proaching.

We stayed home Tania and | and nobody came to
look for us. Later in the day Olga came with news that a
German was slain near the trenches. Our slob, why he?
The answer was simple, there was no justice or logic in
time of war.

EXPECTATIONS

by Michele Nayman

Brenda Carradine was in the same class as | was
right through school. She had thick red/orange hair
and pale, freckled skin. It was her skin about which she
was teased continually as a child and as a teenager, but
which, in her early twenties, came to be regarded as an
attribute of beauty and desire by an astonishing array of
men.

At school, Brenda was witty and intelligent, and
three of us — Brenda, Marcie, and myself — formed a
tightly knit clique which would allow no outsiders. We
studied hard, read a lot, and regarded ourselves as
"“those most likely to succeed"’.

Of course, since then, many of our classmates
have ““done better’” than we have, whether in terms of
money, professional status, or social prestige. On the
other hand, many of our classmates have done a good
deal worse.

The memories of our teenage years are not fond
ones. Brenda, Marcie and myself found school
tiresome, a hindrance to our participation in Life. And
we did think of life with a capital ’L"’. Life, for the three
of us, wasn’t going to be the settled suburban routine
that our parents (and, indeed, everyone we knew) ex-
perienced; our lives were going to be filled with excite-
ment, mystery, adventure. And adventure, to us at that
time, centred around men. But not the loud and gangly
boys we knew at school who wore smelly football socks
and who tried to catch glimpses of us through the win-
dows of the sportsheds when we were changing. The
men we had in mind were very much taller. They had
clear skin, a square chin, and liquid eyes. They were
writers, painters, criminal lawyers, airline pilots, or ar-
chitects. It was to be through our love for them and
their love for us that we would be able to discard the or-
dinary cocoon of our upbringing and emerge as glitter-
ing butterflies.

But at the same time, we were children of the Six-
ties, and so we did not see our lives exclusively in terms
of men: we expected to achieve things on our own. But
the image of Mr. Wonderful was always in the
background, and in that respect our fantasies were pro-
bably little different from those held by our mothers
when they were the same age as we.

As we got older, however — as we graduated and
took jobs — we began to realign our thinking in light of
the Women’s Movement. Men no longer were first
priority. Marcie graduated from Melbourne University
with first class honours in politics and went to England
to do a Masters at the London School of Economics,
and then a Ph.D. in America at the University of
Chicago. She married a sociologist, and the two of

them took up teaching appointments at various col-
leges and universities on the east coast. | remained in
Melbourne and became a town planner, working at first
for the government and then for a small private con-
sulting firm in which, after some time, | was offered a
partnership.

Marcie and | kept close contact during these years
and crossed the Pacific twice to visit each other. Once,
we even met half-way, in Hawaii, just after | had divorc-
ed my first husband. But the two of us saw Brenda only
occasionally, and then usually by accident.

Brenda also had enrolled at Melbourne University,
with the intention of majoring in psychology. But after
three months she quit. Marcie and | were surprised —
we always regarded Brenda as the brightest of the three
of us, though we may not ever have admitted it. Brenda
quit without even discussing it with us, and we were
surprised and offended by that, too.

But Brenda had changed since starting university.
She had moved out of her parents’ home in Canterbury
and had taken a flat by herself in Fitzroy. Marcie and |
visited her a week or so after she had moved in, and
marvelled at the double-bed, the coffee-table, and the
spices on the kitchen bench. The next time we visited
her, we were introduced to a man called Ted who was
at least ten years older than we were. We marvelled at
him, too. The times we tried to see Brenda after that
she was always out, and she never tried to contact us.
Occasionally we would see her in the city — in 3
restaurant or at a play — and she was always with a djf-
ferent man.

Then Brenda disappeared, and the next we hearg
of her she was living in Sydney with a stage manager,
and was working at the Nimrod theatre, involved with
make-up, props, and selling tickets. Marcie and | went
to Sydney for a vacation at the end of our firgt
academic year. Brenda’s mother had given us Brenda's
telephone number (together with the comment “Don‘t
send her my regards’’), and we rang Brenda as soon as
we got off the train. She suggested we meet her at 3
restaurant for lunch.

Brenda was twenty minutes late. She apologized
for this and sat down. She had allowed her hair to
grow, and its length and thickness gave it the ap-
pearance of a mane. Her green eyes were expertly
made up with mascara and green eyeshadow, and she
wore beige boots and a green knitted dress that clung
to her full breasts and wide hips. The men in the
restaurant couldn’t help looking at her.

The three of us talked. Brenda seemed reluctant to
talk about herself, but she didn’t want to appear im-
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polite so she answered our questions. Yes, she was still
working at the Nimrod; no, she was no longer living
with the stage manager, but was living in the same flat,
which she now shared with Tony, the set designer. She
and the stage manager were still friends (“’you can’t af-
ford not to be, when you're working in the theatre”’).
No, she did not regret having left university; and, yes,
she was happy. After lunch, Brenda wished us well and
said it had been lovely seeing us. She was warm, but
she seemed distracted, her thoughts elsewhere.

It was two years later when we heard of Brenda
again. Another one of our classmates had been to a
play in Adelaide, and had noticed Brenda’s name listed
in the program as assistant stage manager. Marcie
wrote a letter care of the performing group with which
Brenda was associated. There was no reply.

Several months later the performing group came to
Melbourne for a short season at the Pram Factory
theatre. Marcie and | went to see the play, and we had
coffee with Brenda afterwards, at a terrace house in
Carlton where Brenda was staying. She had grown a lit-
tle fatter, but her hair was as luxuriant as ever, and she
still radiated a general aura of desirability. She also still
had that same sense of distraction or absent-
mindedness about her. | wondered which of the men
staying in the house was with her. Everyone called
everyone else “‘darling”’, so it was difficult to tell. At
about2a.m., a tall, thin man with glasses and dark hair
kissed Brenda on the ear and told her it was time to go
to bed. We said good-bye, and Brenda again wished us
well.

When we graduated, Marcie and | each received a
postcard from Brenda who was in Brisbane. The perfor-
ming group was doing well, she wrote. The director had
accepted a job somewhere else and the group had of-
fered Brenda the chance to direct. Marcie and | sent a
telegram congratulating her.

Two years after we had graduated, Marcie was
already studying in the States and was about to marry. |
managed to get time off work, and flew to Chicago for
the wedding. | had missed Marcie terribly, and wanted
to talk to her about the uneasiness | had sensed since
having left university. ““Don’t you feel that this is not
the future we had envisaged?’’ | wanted to say to her.
“Doesn_’t It worry you that our lives seem to be turning
out ordlpary after all?”” But Marcie, naturally enough,
was excited and preoccupied, and so | didn’t mention
what had been bothering me. | was bridesmaid, and |
enjoyed the wedding immensely, though | couldn’t help
wondering if it was possible for a person with Marcie’s
expectations to stay happily married for very long.

As a matter of fact, Marcie’s marriage has been
happy, and I'm pleased that it has. My own marriage, a
year or so later, was a complete distaster and only
lasted six months. My second marriage has been
reasonable if uninspiring. | got married a second time
because anything is preferable to living alone. Of
course, | had to lower my expectations with regard to a
partner. It was Gary’'s second marriage as well and
perhaps he, too, had learned to lower his expectations.

So Marcie and | settled down to solid husbands
and solid jobs. Brenda’'s life was different. She did not
marry, did not buy a suburban house, and did not take a
nine-to-five job. Her income was erratic and precarious,
but she travelled over much of the English-speaking
world — Australia, Britain, Canada, South Africa —
and worked in all aspects of the theatre except acting.

She preferred to work behind the scenes, she said — to
construct sets or direct. And, from what Marcie and |
could gather from Brenda’s infrequent letters, from
friends, or from the odd newspaper or magazine article,
there was always one man or another in Brenda'’s life.
And some famous men, too. One playwright she took
up with had been well-known for a play he had written
in the early Sixties. His fame, ten years after, was for
his drinking, and | read of one account in a magazine
that the playwright had, whilst drunk, punched a fellow
playwright at a party, and then had to be accompanied
home on the tube. It was after this incident in London
that we got a letter from Brenda in South Africa. She
had left the playwright, the letter said, and had got a
two-month job in Johannesburg, directing some
African plays.

Whilst there, Brenda took up with an American
night-club entertainer who had an engagement at one
of the hotels. Brenda stayed on after her contract had
ended, but when the entertainer returned to the States,
Brenda came home.

My husband, Gary, didn’t like her. | think he
reacted against her strong spirit of independence.
Either that, or he didn’t want to admit to himself or to
me that he found her attractive. Brenda stayed with us
for about two weeks before going back to London.
“You have a good job,”” Brenda said a few days after
her arrival in Melbourne, ““and a good man, and a nice
house.” | wasn't sure if she was paying me a compli-
ment or being sarcastic — her offhand manner and
absent-mindedness made it impossible to distinguish. |
tried not to allow myself to become too defensive, but
Brenda made me wary of what | said to her, and so we
were not close during the two weeks she was here.

We did have one talk, though, which approached
the closeness we had had whilst at school. ‘Do you not
find yourself cynical after all the men you’ve been in-
volved with?"" | asked. ‘“Men?’’ Brenda echoed and,
yes, she sounded cynical, ‘it really is difficult to respect
them, don’t you find? Even the most talented or suc-
cessful men are hemmed in by their perception of their
inadequacies.” | must have looked amazed, becau_se
Brenda laughed. “I've yet to find a man,” she said,
“who doesn’'t need continual comforting gnd en-
couragement.” She tilted her head to one side — a
mannerism | remembered from school — and looked
thoughtful. “And yet,” she continued, “when you give
them your warmth and support, it's almost as if they're
embarrassed by it, or maybe by their need for it. They
withdraw, or they sulk, or they accuse you of stifling
their creativity, or they just leave. Either that, or they
make it so bad that | have to leave."”’

This brief monologue left me speechless. It did not
fit in with my image of Brenda at all. Brenda smiled.
“Maybe I've just been unlucky,”” she said, ‘“or maybe
there is something about me that attracts such men, or
makes me attracted to them. My life’s like a spiderweb.
I'm the spider, and my web catches a lot of flies. B_ut
gither the flies escape or they turn out to be unappetis-
ing.”

Perhaps Brenda had appreciated the talk we had
had, or perhaps she had sensed my envy and was trying
to make me envy her less; whatever the reason, Brenda
began to write to me from London more frequently, and
her letters were carefully balanced. As always, her let-
ters mentioned the plays she was involved with, and the
parties she had been to. But Brenda also wrote about
her fear of growing old, and about the melancholy she
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sometimes experienced when she was out of a job or
when she gotinto bed at night alone.

And then the letters stopped. A month or so after |
had received Brenda’s last letter, | got a phone call in
the middle of the night from Marcie who was visiting
London as a guest lecturer at the City University. Mar-
cie sounded excited and disturbed and it took me a
while to work out what she was saying. “It's in all the
newspapers here,”” she said. “‘Brenda is on the front
page. One of the Ministers in the government has been
involved in some sort of financial scandal. The wife of

the Minister is suing him for divorce on the grounds of
adultery, and Brenda’s name is mentioned as the
woman concerned. There’s even a photograph of her.
She’s cut her hair.”

The story made the Australian newspapers, and |
kept all the clippings. Every morning | would check the
letter-box with impatience and curiosity, hoping for a
letter. | didn’t get one, though, and neither did Marcie.
The last we heard about Brenda, she was living in
Florence and had opened a restaurant there.

PEACE FOR ZION

by Liliane Bentata

Dateline: Cairo, 14th May 1978.

David Harari steps out onto the roof of the Nile
Hilton Hotel. He stares at the street-light reflections in
the fast flowing Nile. It is years since he has last watch-
ed it roll on its eternal journey to the sea.

He straightens up and glances at his watch. There
is another twenty one hours . . . twenty one hours until
Egypt will sign the Peace treaty with Israel . . .

David has been chosen with two other journalists
to represent the Jerusalem Post. A delegation of seven-
ty Israelis is in Cairo for the occasion: the signing of a
peace treaty between the two former enemy nations,
on the thirtieth anniversary of the foundation of the
State of Israel.

Daved had been expelled from his country thirty
one years ago with his fellow Jews. Now the fact that
he is to be a witness to this declaration of peace means
a greatdeal to him.

Itis easy, standing on the balcony overlooking the
Nile, to become engrossed in memories of long ago. It
is easy to re-live his life from the time he had left Egypt
for Palestine at the age of eighteen, to now, May the
Fourteenth 1978.. . .

David gives himself a mental shake. It is getting
late and he has a lot to do before retiring. He wonders
idly if he should shower before bed. Reluctantly he
leaves the rooftop balcony and returns to the suite that
he shares with his fellow journalists. It is empty and in
darkness. He opens the balcony doors and gazes once
more upon the Nile. Father of Egypt, it is called. The
distant Pyramids can no longer be seen, they are cloth-
ed in darkness.

He lights a cigarette and thinks back, far back, to
the day of his depature from Egypt with his parents.

“They had illegally entered Palestine early in 1947
and had been hidden in a kibbutz in the Galil. David,
who was 18 at the time, had joined the Haganah for
military training. In the following months he had to
grow up very quickly. He lost his father during the bom-
bing of their kibbutz and he participated in his first real
battle at Latrun. By the time the War of Independence
ended he had decided not to remain in the army and

“Peace for Zion” won third prize in the Short Story Competition conducted in
1978 by the Zionist Federation of Australia and New Zealand.

Jjoined the Palestine Post as a junior reporter. He could
still hear the pride in his mother’s voice when he earned
his first by-line. Well, that was a long time ago . . .”

A chilly breeze sweeps in from the Nile and David
closes the balcony doors and strolls to the drink
cabinet. He pours himself a vermouth and as the
memories crowd in again, sips it slowly, meditatively . .

“Grab your gear, David! A mortar shell has hit a
youth club in Ein kerem. We have to cover the story!”
Photographer Amos Natzik’s words were as urgent
now in David’s mind as they had been so many years
ago.

David ran with him outside to his green car which
he drove swiftly to the bombed clubhouse. The site was
rather isolated; nevertheless a small crowd of people
had already gathered around the dismayed club
members. Several first aiders were attending to the
wounded competently. Amos took some snaps while
David questioned the eyewitnesses, trying to get some
details on what happened. He was impressed by the
spirit of the members; even in this time of disaster they
were calm and efficient. Their meetings, he discovered,
would now be transferred to somebody’s garden shed.

David and Amos returned to their car just as
another couple of reporters drove up. David beeped the
horn and waved merrily, glad to have secured the infor-
mation first.

During the drive home, David asked his friend
about the activities of the club.

“What do they do?”’ Amos repeated, “Oh, the
usual thing: they go hiking around Israel, Bible in one
hand, to learn her history”.

“Arise, walk through the land in the length of it,
And in the breadth of it; For unto thee will | give it. And
Abram moved his tent, And came and dwelt by the
terebinths of Mamre, Which are in Hebron, And built
there an altar unto the Lord.”” (Genesis 13:17-18).

“Oh!”" David was silent as they reached the office
of the Palestine Post. He fiddled with the steering
wheel.

“When do they . . . uh, meet?”’

“Every Saturday,” Amos opened the car door,
then paused and turned back to David.
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“And if you are thinking of joining, go right ahead,
you will learn a lot about your country.””

Three days later he had joined the group and began
to discover more about the land and its inhabitants.””

Now, David replaces the glass from which he has
been drinking and walks to his bedroom. It is attractive,
as with everything else in this elegant hotel. He un-
dresses and then climbs into bed, and as he does so, he
knows that tired though his body is, his mind will con-
tinue unravelling his past. Sliding down into a lying
position between the smooth sheets, David directs his
thoughts back, back to the 1956 Sinai Campaign. . .

“He was lying on his stomach on the desert sand.
His eyes searched the darkness for a clue as to the
whereabouts of the enemy. He heard the cracks of
shots in the air. Something sticky and heavy fell on his
leg with a thump. He pushed it away with stiff fingers.
It was an arm. He swallowed and tried to force back a
feeling of nausea. Blood was hardening on his face
from a gash. A shell exploded right beside him. He saw
coloured lights and his arms gave way beneath him. His
left hand felt numb, dead; later on he discovered that it
was only paralysed.”’

David looks at those fingers with a wry smile. He
remembers the shock he had felt. But probably nothing
like that of the fellow who had lost an arm. David shud-
ders at the memory.

He wants to think of more pleasant things, but for
an lIsraeli, the wars dominate life. He glances at his
watch. It is 10.30 p.m. He wonders why his fellow
reporters have not returned. No matter. They are pro-
bably out enjoying themselves in a nightclub, while he
lies in bed and projects his past on the screen of his
memory. He changes his position and lets his mind re-
live his 38th birthday . . .

1967, the Six Day War . . . It had been a hot and
dusty day. Every soldier in his unit thought longingly of
a cool shower. But water was restricted and they were
fighting another battle. The soldiers were guarding an
outpost in the Negev from the attacking Egyptian
patrol. David was planted by the slit window near his
comrade-in-arms Gideon.

He fired, once, twice and there was an answering
cloud of smoke. David ducked, but Gideon was too
late. He fell dead at David'’s feet.

Someone crawled across the concrete floor, drag-
ged Gideon out of the way and took his post.

‘We're in a bad way, our ammo is almost finished.’
David nodded curtly. One could not cry for a dead
friend at war. His jaw tightened grimly and he aimed at
an Egyptian who was sneaking close to the block
house. The enemy screamed dreadfully and fell as the
bullet sped home.

. Davfd was s{ckened, ‘Here | am,” he told himself
b/ttqr/y, on my birthday, killing another man. What am
/ doing? Man was not created to do evil. Then, why do /
murder? Why?’ He put a hand to his temple and pressed
into the flesh. He felt confused and resentful,

He hurried to his neighbour who was scanning the
sand dune and asked him.

‘Why?’ the man retorted, ‘Because we are trying to
protect our home land — why else?” And outside the
war continued regardless.

David climbs out of bed restlessly and returns to
the balcony where he sits in his pyjamas and wonders.

He knows now that the answer his neighbour had
given was not sufficient. It seems that the world will
never be at peace, despite tomorrow’s declaration
between Israel and Egypt promising peace. The day of
world-wide friendship has yet to come.

“In 1970, the W.Z.0. had sent David on a lecture
tour of Europe and the U.S.A. His talks had been very
popular; young and old were expressing desire to Vvisit
or live in Eretz Israel. His audiences were touched by his
obvious love for Israel. David himself was impressed by
the friendliness of Jews abroad. Three months later, he
had returned to Israel, a happier man.

‘David — still up?”’ He turns from his thoughts to
see fellow reporters Yacov and Danny enter.

‘Don’t answer. We're going right to bed.” Their
voices grow faint as they close the bathroom door
behind them. David hears a muted conversation over
the running tap water. Finally the springs of their beds
creak protestingly beneath their weights. A last few
words, sighs and grunts and silence resumes.

Alone in the darkness, trying to understand what
fprces motivate men, David feels an obligation to con-
tinue with his memories, seaching the pages of his life.

“And then, his dreams were shattered. He was
once more fighting for a nation he thought might never
see peace; it was the Yom Kippur war.

After two days of waiting he was sent to the front.
There, he witnessed some of the finest shooting he had
ever seen by a woman soldier. He recognised her as
Shira Ben Ami, the best Israeli markswoman at the
time. He was impressed also by her cheerful devotion to
her duties as a nurse. But it was her easy, glowing
friendship which changed the admiration to love.

He proposed to her to the sound of explosions and
gun fire. She was crouched in the trenches, her khaki
uniform crumpled, her hair filthy.

‘Shira,” he said almost shyly.

‘Yes,” she did not even move her eyes from the
target.

‘Shira, I love you,’ it came out in a rush.

‘I know,” she said serenely. He stared surprised.
She laughed huskily.

‘Then . . . then, will you marry me?’

‘David,” her hand crept into his. ‘You don’t know
how long | have been waiting to hear that.’

He smiled in relief and happiness, and concen-
trated on shooting . . .

David returns to bed feeling lonely. He longs for
the sensible, understanding woman who will now be
asleep in their Jerusalem flat with their twins. Shira, of
the plain face and inward beauty. He falls asleep at last,
dreamlessly, content.

The following morning, David dresses, washes and
eats briskly, eager for the events of the day to be under-
way. He has been chosen because of an article he has
written on President Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem.

The sky is blue and sunny. Everyone on the streets
knows what today means. Every face radiates with
friendliness and goodwill.

The palace hall where the peace treaty is being
signed is already quite crowded. The Jerusalem Post
reporters take their places and survey the room. There
is a feeling of electricity in the air. David thinks of Presi-
dent Carter's wise words: ‘‘President Sadat is the
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bravest man in the whole world.”” He is jerked back
from his reverie by thunderous applause.

President Sadat and Prime Minister Menahem
Begin are on the platform. They shake hands and sit
down. A man in a blue suit stands up . . . the speeches
have begun.

David Harari strolls around the Hilton Hotel suite,
stroking his chin. Yacov is typing furiously while Danny
inspects some photos he has taken of the ceremony.

David moves to a type-writer in the centre of the

small sitting-room. He inserts a sheet of paper and
begins to type:

“For Jews and Egyptians all over the world, this
day, May the 15th, 1978, was one to be remembered
and cherished. Everyone present at the ceremony
recognised a feeling of thrill as, after several emotional
speeches, the papers declaring a permanent peace
were signed by President Sadat and Prime Minister
Begin at 11 a.m., on the anniversary of the foundation
of the State of Israel . . ."”

Suddenly David wakes up with a smile on his lips.
He looks around, past his sleeping wife — he is in his
Jerusalem flat. It had only been a dream . . . orwas it a
vision?

The Light Of Sinai
Allen Afterman

Because the mountains of Edom are bare

the light of Sinai reflects clearly —

the Red Sea is its cream and silver mirror.

(Movementiis a tanker at different still points).

Here

there are no glimmering oil lamps

or stained glass effects —

the light is the direct word of Abraham’s God.

And if there is poetry in the Word,

beneath the surface undulates

the ornate world of Kaballa.

At the Holiday Village

the daughters of Israel are sprawled about —

sharp laughter is all along the shore

(— a stick is thrown, the alsatian goes bounding,

splashing. . .);

the sons are again dark and strong.

To the taped music of Baal they recline at the bar

E—d enjoying the Red Sea, the crumbling mountains of
om

as the light of Sinai shifts
brown to mauve

violet to red
orange to ash-

Covenant

Son, half-gentile child

| circumcised you —

forced you. | made you bleed.
The mohel uttered words

| neither understood nor believed.
That primitive hour with sweet wine we toasted.
I was afraid to love you,

afraid you’d turn against me —
your heart gentile

impregnable. . .

The son created,

we entered the ancient covenant
of the Fathers. . .

Not to leave your body perfect.

Allen Afterman

The Wheat Mirror

Shivers to my waist this morning.

Quick yawns. The green manes of seed shed chestnut
light.

Sunbeams scatter through the wheat-stalk water.

Susan Whiting

Startled grasshoppers graze my ankles,

my sandals curling over the dry white stones like
tongues.

The ground bristles with lizards and early summer
cracks.

Shivering wheat returns light to the olive branches —
the wadi is ripening a river of apricotsilk . . .

Among the stalks poppies float
like wounds,
reminders of the harvest

and | am become like the wheat
growing for the sacrifice,
invoking that ritual moment —

at my highest, at my heaviest blonde, come —
cut me back;

back to the litter from last year’s celebrations,
to the shallow graves and broken pots,

to the burned stubble,

back to the donkey ploughing —

and | will arch cleanly backwards in culmination.
And my husks will hang on the wind

like a cloud of eyes ) 6

to watch the grinding and yeasting and rising
and baking and eating and planting.

Abusnan. Summer 1978
(near Naharihjah)
Susan Whiting
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