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EDITORIAL

AN AUSTRALIAN
LITERARY JUDAICA-
ON RECENT BOOKS

Serge Liberman

Seldom has the Australian Jewish literary scene
passed through such a concentrated period of produc-
tivity as in the past months. Novels, short story collec-
tions, local histories, and critical works by Jewish
writers or on Jewish themes have appeared in a steady
exhilarating stream. * 1

This article will deal with the historical works. The
forthcoming issue of the Melbourne Chronicle will
discuss recent Jewish fiction written in Australia

Nancy Keesing’s book ‘““John Lang and ‘The
Forger's Wife’ “* 2 ijs a double gift. First, it
reproduces the full text of John Lang’s novel “The
Forger's Wife'’, and, second, introduces it with an in-
sightful thorough well-researched study of both the
author and the Australian colonial milieu — that raw,
rough and turbulent hybrid society of convicts and free
men (both pardoned and free settler) — in which he liv-
ed.

John Lang who, to the Jewish reader, first came in
for attention in Miss Keesing's earlier enterprising col-
lection ““Shalom’’ with the story ““Music A Terror’’, was

%1 In addition to the books presented in this article, the following may
be noted:

Nancy Keesing (ed): Shalom: Australian Jewish stories (see
Melbourne Chronicle 4(15) Sept-Oct 1978)
Itzchak Kahn: Portraits of Yiddish Writers (M.C. 7(18) 1979)
Matylda Engelman: The End of the Journey (M.C. 7(18) 1979)
Morris Lurie: Flying Home (See Arnold Zable — M.C. 3(14) 1978)
Waterman
Running Nicely
Morris C. Davis: History of the East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
Judah Waten: Love and Rebellion
Lilian Barnea: Reported Missing
Harry Marks: Unicorn Among the Wattles
Aaron Aaron: The Sephardim of Australia and New Zealand

¥ 2. Published by John Ferguson 1979
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born in Parramatta in 1816, the grandson of a First Fleet
convict John Harris who, having been deported for
stealing eight silver spoons valued at 3/1d., became
Australia’s first policeman. (This same John Harris was
an ancestor of Lord Casey who was Governor General
from 1965 to 1969).

Already in the years of his maturing, as a schoolboy
in the 1830s, John Lang showed traits that were in later
life to be his undoing. In Nancy Keesing’s words, he
was “‘an insecure, unhappy figure on the fringe of many
schoolyard groupings and allegiances but never fully
accepted in any. Longing to be at the centre and to win
popularity, he devised pranks and escapades and amus-
ed his fellows with scurrilous and indecent topical verse
in English and Latin. They enjoyed his wit and egged
him on, but he was too clever by half and too unpredic-
table for liking — they kept a wary distance . . . He was
the fatherless child for whom circumstances ordained
too little of his mother’s undivided love . . . His energies
were channeled into ‘showing them’ and often he near-
ly succeeded, but always his excessive nature and poor
judgement tripped him into foolish displays that earned
mistrust’”’ (P. 29).

During these years, too, as must have been in-
evitable for observant impressionable youth, he came
to ponder ‘““crime and punishment, justice and injustice;
and those accidents of birth and social position which
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allowed privileged men and women to prosper from ac-
tions that would earn five hundred lashes, or worse
punishment, for an ordinary felon” (P. 29).

He subsequently journeyed to Cambridge to study
law, was ‘‘sent down’’ for some unknown indiscretion
and subsequently completed his law studies at the Mid-
dle Temple and was called to the Barin 1841.

Full of promise, he returned to Sydney in October of
that year. But within six months, he left for India, for
ever, leaving behind him an unsavoury reputation for
arrogance, caddishness and bumptiousness, having by
his actions both alienated himself from the emancipist
cause with which he had been actively involved and of-
fended the senior echelons of the legal profession by his
upstart “‘impertinence and atrocious taste’’. Added to
this were a failed marriage, a rift with his mother over
his behaviour and estrangement from his sponsors. In
India, he won a minor place in its legal history, edited an
English-language newspaper and wrote his fiction. But
there, too, his unfortunate personality must have
distressed not a few people for upon his early death in
1864, at the age of 47, the Madras Times saw fit to
write: ‘It is sad to think of the later events of Mr. John
Lang’s life; he fell into the worst of habits and is a
melancholy example of wasted talents and degraded
abilities.”

Yet his talents and abilities were sufficient for him to
produce a number of books, the most notable being
““The Forger's Wife'’, ’Botany Bay; or True Stories of
the Early Days of Australia”’, and ““Too Clever by Half"”
(a reference, possibly, to himself?).

Through these, Lang became Australia’s first native-
born writer of fiction. In ““The Forger's Wife"’, he tells
an entertaining neatly-plotted, if sometimes
melodramatic story, but what is of immense interest,
particularly from the historical point of view, is the
authenticity of its setting, its facts, and of some of the
main characters. Set in the 1820s and 1830s, the book
is peopled inevitably by rogues of the meanest sort —
con-men, forgers, thieves, informers and bushrangers.
But there are also rogues, in their way no less devious,
taken from the colony’s “’better ‘strata’’, men such as
Brade, ‘‘an officer in Her Majesty’s Service’’, thought
to be based on one Ernest Augustus Slade, a Sydney
magistrate in time to be discredited for his cruelty to
convicts as Superintendent of the Barracks and for
other misdemeanours. And as in any cautionary tale,
there are also men of clear-cut virtue, fine and
honourable men like the ship’s captain Dent and, more
colourfully, the ““thief taker’” George Flower based on
the real-life, diminutive, knowledgeable, powerful and
fearless Jewish policeman lIsrael (Izzy) Chapman, “‘the
flower of the colonial constables’’.

Though not a literary masterpiece, “The Forger’s
Wife”’, through the convolutions of its plot, makes
delightful reading and as it draws to a close, even if it
does not raise waves of belly-laughter, it does tickle the
ribs to yield a sustained and satisfying chuckle.

Of particular interest is Nancy Keesing'’s discussion,
correlating the characters in the novel with real-life per-
sonages, thereby adding a deeper dimension to its en-
joyment. Also, as a portrait of a peculiar individual in
John Lang and of early colonial life in Australia, Nancy
Keesing’s is a highly informative and immensely
pleasurable book.

That the writing of the history of the Great
Synagogue in Sydney should have fallen to Rabbi Israel

Porush is as natural as breathing. As Chief Minister of
the Great for nearly 33 years (1940-1973) and President
of the Australian Jewish Historical Society for 27 years
(1948-1975) — not to overlook his positions as Presi-
dent of the Association of Jewish Ministers for
Australia and New Zealand from 1952 to 1975 and as Av
Beth Din between 1940 and 1975 — he has been uni-
quely placed as historian and active participant to
record the synagogue’'s past with unquestioned
authority, a feat which he has executed with lucidity,
order and tact in his latest work “The House of
Israel”.* 3

The text opens well before the establishment of the
Synagogue itself in 1878. Indeed, it begins with the lan-
ding, ninety years earlier, of the First Fleet in Sydney
Cove where, of some 750 convicts, at least ten were
Jews. Rabbi Porush then tells of the subsequent arrival
to the colony of more Jews, both convict and free set-
tler, and of the first minyanim, the first organised con-
gregation (1832) and of the Great's beleaguered precur-
sors, the synagogue in Bridge Street (established in
1837, vacated 1840), the later one in York Street
(founded 1842) and of the final permanent edifice — the
Cathedral Synagogue — consecrated with commen-
surate solemnity and dignity at the present Elizabeth
Street site, in 1878.

With permanence in location, there followed stabili-
ty. An indication of this remarkable stability is the fact
that in the first ninety-five years of the “Great's” ex-
istence — that is, until the retirement of Rabbi Poru_sh
— the Synagogue has been guided by only four Chief
Ministers, (three, if one were to exclude Rabbi E. M.
Levy’s ministry which lasted a mere three years from
1935 to 1938).

The Synagogue for many decades became the focus
of Sydney Jewry’s religious life, its Ministers — erudite,
eloquent, capable, innovative men — being accorded,
in Australia’s free egalitarian environment, the same
courtesies in civic, religious, political and social matters
as the heads of other denominations. Of English
background, following the model of Anglo-Jewry and
tending to align itself with the Chief Rabbinate in Lon-
don, the congregation of the Great Synagogue remain-
ed well into this century ‘British”’ in character and sen-
timent, conservative in its emphasis upon order, dignity
and decorum, and “‘stiff”’ in the conduct of its services.
For a long time, and especially during the troubled
period of the British Mandate over Palestine, this con-
servatism led many to be cool to the idea of Zionism
and to the ultimate creation of a Jewish State. It also
mitigated very much against the participation in the
Synagogue’s administration and worship of the new
“foreign’’ immigrants who came to Australia in suc-
cessive waves in the 1880s, 1920s and, most massively
and fruitfully, after World War Il.

With the growth and dispersion into the suburbs of
Sydney Jewry which became also more cosmopolitan
in background (less English and more European), with
the introduction into the community of diverse
ideologies — both religious (Ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox
and Liberal) and secular (particularly Zionism) — and
with the creation of a succession of new congregations,
the unquestioned centrality and influence of the Great
waned. Because of the diversity of religious viewpoints
and because many of the clergy’s one-time function of
acting as spokesman for the community have now been

% 3. Published by Hawthorn Press 1977 $14.50
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taken over by the secular communal bodies such as the
Boards of Deputies and the Executive Council of
Australian Jewry, the ““Great’’ could no longer act as
the representative voice of Sydney Jewry to the outside
world, let alone to the community itself. As if to com-
pensate for this, the ‘‘Great’’ has to an extent turned in-
wards, intensifying over the years its own internal ac-
tivities which have been emulated by other congrega-
tions, activities such as the creation of Women’s Aux-
iliaries, Synagogue Youth, Youth Services, daily ser-
vices, a journal, cultural activities, study circles,
counselling, Young Marrieds groups, and so on in an at-
tempt to draw in the young at a time when, as Rabbi
Porush sees it, despite some encouraging signs that
“what the sons wish to forget, the grandsons wish to
remember”’, apathy, assimilation and intermarriage are
making dire inroads into Jewish continuity.

Rabbi Porush’s story of the Great Synagogue's
establishment, growth, development and change is told
articulately and with a wealth of well-mastered and
assembled detail relating to dates, personalities and
notable events in its history. But were the “‘Great’’ all
that the book was about, the work would remain one of
merely parochial concern. What adds immeasurably to
its scope and interest is the parallel story of the evolu-
tion of Sydney Jewry, from its very inauspicious begin-
nings nearly two centuries ago through a series of
declines and resurgences brought about by successive
migrations to its present-day vibrancy and diversity (or
plurality, to use an “in-term’’) which has largely sup-
planted the frail pattern of life with new attitudes and
standards.  Sydney, with its near-30,000 Jews, has
matured and grown in sophistication in every sphere of
Jewish life through new or fortified religious, educa-
tional, social and national institutions. The community
has seen a proliferation of congregations accompanied
by a growing separation and independence (though not
yet total) from the Chief Rabbinate in London; the Batei
Din have acquired their own autonomy; the Jewish
day-school movement has grown; sophisticated lay
communal leadership through the Board of Deputies
and the ECAJ has emerged; B’nai B'rith, Hillel,
Counterpoint, Shalom College, the Jewish hospital in
Woolahra have come upon the scene; Zionism has been
adopted almost universally; Aliya and Sh’nat are
recognised as vital; and Jews, as individuals and as a
group, are readily accepted into Australian society. The
parallel to Melbourne is evident and Melbournians have
much to learn about the evolution of their own Jewish
community (despite some differences) by familiarising
themselves with that of Sydney’s Jewry.

All the above positive manifestations of strength not-
withstanding, Rabbi Porush remains sober about the
future.

In a letter to ministerial colleagues in 1946, he wrote
of the burning questions of the day and enumerated in-
termarriage, proselytism, youth, education, the return-
ed Jewish soldier and Palestine. It is also implicit from
the main text that other problems centred around
Shechitah and Kashrut. Today, more than 30 years
later, the problem of the returned soldier does not exist
and a beleaguered Palestine has been replaced by a
beleaguered Israel. Otherwise, little else appears to
have changed. The other questions remain unresolved
— and one would venture to say that they are of a
nature that they can never be satisfactorily resolved.
More than this, new burning questions have arisen — a
low birth rate, an increasing divorce rate, religious

apathy, and ‘“‘moral lassitude’” — Questions not
peculiar to the Jewish community but inevitably imp-
inging upon it as a reflection of the currents affecting
society at large.

Rabbi Porush’s formula for survival he takes from
Isaiah:

““those who look to the Almighty shall renew their
strength; they shall grow wings like eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall march and
never grow faint’’ (40:29).

For a man who has spent a lifetime looking to the
Almighty and guiding others to do the same, another
conclusion would be unnatural and out of character. To
many others, this unitarian remedy will be arguable. But
for all, religious and secular, who desire familiarity with
and understanding of the evolution of Sydney Jewry —
indeed, of Australian Jewry — Rabbi Porush’s ““The
House of Israel’”” commends itself for its balance, erudi-
tion, humaneness and excellence.

On a similar theme — the history of a congregation
— though presented on a smaller scale is Newman
Rosenthal’s ““Formula for Survival — The Saga of
the Ballarat Hebrew Congregation”.* 4

It tells the story of the Ballarat Jewish community,
officially established as such on Erev Yom Kippur in Oc-
tober 1853 by the Jewish pioneers of the Ballarat gold-
fields, adventurous, doughty men who brought an easy
blending of loyalty to Judaism and Western liberalism,
emancipation and secular education from Germany,
Central Europe and the United Kingdom. To these were
later added the East European Jews who escaped from
Czarist oppression and brought with them a deeper
knowledge of traditional Judaism and religious
observance.

The consecration of Ballarat’s first synagogue took
place in 1855. Following a necessary transfer, the se-
cond, and permanent, synagogue was opened in 1861,
under the guidance of a number of strong-willed and
dedicated individuals who were the first of several
dynasties of men and women who were, in time, to
make their mark in both the communal, charitable,
social and political institutions of the Jewish communi-
ty in particular and more generally of Ballarat and of
Australia at large. The names Marks, Levy, Bornstein
and Dyte and, later, of Spielvogel, Rosenthal and Stone
recur repeatedly in the dual roles of adherents to and
leaders of the Ballarat congregation and of City Mayors,
presidents of Rotary, members of the Ballarat Hospital
Board, of philanthropic institutions and as servicemen
in the Australian armed forces in two world wars. No in-
sularity here in a community which worked closely with
the non-Jewish community of Ballarat, which maintain-
ed enduring ties with the larger Melbourne and with the
smaller yishuvim of Bendigo, Avoca, Geelong,
Beechworth and Castlemaine, and which looked, as
well, beyond Australian shores — witness Newman
Spielvogel’s role as Australian correspondent for the
weekly Hebrew journal HaMagid, published from 1856
onwards in what was then East Prussia near the Polish
border.

Vibrant though it was, the community had its con-
flicts to be sure, standard conflicts over proselytism and
kashrut, but also more serious conflicts that threatened
its unity — for example, the split into two congrega-

¥ 4. Hawthorn Press 1979 $13.50
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tions at the turn of the century over the issue of or-
thodoxy. In time, this was resolved. But a new problem
now threatened its continuing existence as a pivotal,
active, forward-looking community. Inevitably, one by
one, the old guard died out; the younger guard, seeking
education and opportunity for material and professional
advancement were leaving Ballarat for the capital cities,
many of them from the more orthodox ranks of the
community. The Ballarat community thereby lost both
quantity and the quality of its Jewishness.

Certainly, a few energetic men like the late Paul
Simon, his widow Jessica, and her brother Marcus
Stone, the incumbent President of the Ballarat
Synagogue, remained and have tried to maintain the
viability of the synagogue and the community. The
establishment of a nearby holiday retreat by Mount
Scopus College, the classification of the Synagogue as
a national trust, the frequent visits to it by many
religious, social, cultural and sporting bodies and the
development of Ballarat in general as a tourist attraction
have all helped towards realising their aim, at least in
part.

It is difficult, nonetheless, to share Mr. Rosenthal’s
optimism that its viability will, as the Synagogue ap-
proaches its ‘‘me’ah ve'esrim’’ (its 120 years), in fact
persist. In the past, crisis has been resolved by some
planned or unexpected response, for instance, the local
encampment of the American armed forces during
World War Il; but, barring the unforeseen, Mr. Rosen-
thal’s formula for survival — ‘‘the appointment of a
custodian, probably a retired Jewish couple devoted to
their labour of love, with free residence and living
allowance’” — seems as a long-term solution a tenuous
one. Yet, regrettably, no other more practical solution
is in the offing.

As a chronicle of the establishment, development,
virility and decline of an important Jewish community
and congregation in Australia, Newman Rosenthal’s
“Formula for Survival’’ is a sound well-researched and

attractively presented contribution to the growing field
of Australian Judaica.

Wartime regrettably but inevitably provokes distorted
perspectives, paranoid fears, florid xenophobia and a
wide range of anomalous actions that under the im-
mediate circumstances seem to the enacting authorities
eminently reasonable. So reasonable in fact that issues
of innocence, human rights, human freedoms and
human dignity become as nothing in furthering the
cause of the war effort.

One such anomalous action is well dealt with in Ben-
zion Patkin’s “The Dunera Internees”.* 5 These
were the 2542 people, the majority of them (90%) Jews
from Germany and Austria detained in England as
enemy aliens and subsequently deported in 1940 in the
""hell-ship’* Dunera to the internment camps in Hay and
Tatura in Australia. Amongst them, too, there were
Christians including a Catholic Priest and a Protestant
Pastor, and besides them a number of avowed Nazis
and pro-Nazis. To the Jews, some of whom had already
been in the German camps at Sachsenhausen, Dachau
and Buchenwald, this detention by the British could
seem to be nothing less than an act of the highest im-
becility. Asher Joseph, one of the internees, perhaps
states the case most effectively:

"The tragic paradox of the situation was that while
the Nazis were aiming to exterminate us because we

# 5. Cassell Australia $12.95

were Jews, the British deported us as enemy aliens

and potential fifth columnists, using ships urgently

needed to transport food, men and munitions from

America and the British Dominions to the United

Kingdom. Instead of mobilising us to participate in

the war effort against the Nazis, we were guardeq.by

soldiers needed to guard the shores of the British

Isles. How could any intelligent man reconcile such a

situation?”’ (P. 51).

For many, up to four years were to pass between the
time of their initial incarceration in England and their
release in Australia to go their own selected ways. Dur-
ing these years, they were subject to deprivation (ev_en
of simple things such as adequate razor blades, toilet
paper and soap), to physical abuse at the hands of their
guards, particularly on the Dunera itself, to censorship,
stagnation and the accompanying frustration of being
both unable to practise their professions and to join in
the struggle against fascism. Repeated representations
by many to enter the armed forces on 'the side of the
British or to join Jewish Units in the Middle East were
turned down. Instead, they had, perforce, to accom-
modate themselves to a life in captivity, separated from
their families in Europe, their existence for a con-
siderable time not known to the Australian Jewish
establishment or, when discovered, became an acute
embarrassment to a section of it, not least among them
being certain Army Chaplains of the Jewish faith and
more responsible officers of Jewish welfare organisa-
tions, as evidenced in the book by some deplorable of-
ficial responses.

Al this notwithstanding, the incarcerated men show-
ed a high degree of enterprise. They were, In large part,
intelligent, educated and accomplished men — there
being among them, for example, professors, teachers,
rabbis, lawyers, artists, musicians, dpctors — who
ranged across a wide gamut of ideologies. There were
intensely orthodox-religious men who refused to com-
promise one iota of halakhic law; there were Liberal
Jews, baptised Jews, ‘‘Germans of the Mosaic persua-
sion”’, freethinkers and men who were utterly indif-
ferent or even hostile to religion. Similarly, there were
strongly-committed Zionists who had held office in the
Zionist bodies in Germany, non-Zionists and anti-
Zionists. There were socialists, communists and ex-
treme leftists. And there were those who, under the in-
fluence of their companions or of the cultural program-
mes organised by some remarkable men, shifted
ground and adopted ideologies alien to them before.

In two major ways particularly did the enterprise of
the internees manifest itself; first, in the wide range and
high standard of their cultural programmes, and se-
cond, in their internal organisation and creation of a
sophisticated ‘‘self-government’’. Under the (fortunate-
ly) more benign eye of the Australian guard, there were
conducted lectures, discussions, and highly successful
theatrical performances (one revue was in 1943 staged
in the Union Theatre at Melbourne University); there
was, also, as books began to arrive, much 'self-
education in English, Hebrew, in matriculation subjects
and in manual skills designed to prepare the internee,
upon release, for successful settling in Australia or, f<_)r
the Zionist, for the zealously anticipated chalutzic life in
Palestine. Regarding their self-government, it was
somewhat complex. Suffice it to say, that it had its own
departments, departments such as labour, emigration,
legal, claims for damages, education, recreation, cater-
ing, hygiene (medical, dental, hospital), and
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maintenance — none of which was interfered with by
the camp authorities.

Finally, during 1942 and 1943, the internees gained
their release. For some, freedom was a threat. Left now
to their own resources, they faced the questions, where
shall | go? What shall | do? Where and what shall | eat?
A number of them became mentally ill and required ad-
mission into mental institutions for treatment.

These, fortunately, were the few. Others preserved
their equilibrium and subsequently joined the Australian
Army, the AIF, Military Intelligence, or the entertain-
ment troops. Others again entered civilian jobs or work-
ed in industry, while others still emigrated to Palestine
or England. The majority elected to take out Australian
citizenship and became absorbed in Australian society
to which a considerable number have since made a
notable contribution.

Benzion Patkin’s book is structured in the form of
many first-hand accounts written by the internees
themselves, their reports interspersed with his own
editorial explanatory or elaborating comment. This
gives the work a vividness, immediacy and freshness
that make it absorbing reading throughout. He tells also
of the part he himself played, in his capacity as
Honorary Secretary of the Zionist Federation of

Australia and New Zealand, in providing the internees
with the amenities they needed — books, newspapers,
clothing, toiletries, etc. — and in securing their release
and immigration certificates for Eretz Israel. In Benzion
Patkin, the internees found their champion and it is fit-
ting indeed that it is he who should have presented their
story. Characteristic of the impulse that motivated him
to undertake their cause is the argument he used in at-
tempting to persuade Rabbi Danglow to take a positive
attitude towards the German and Austrian Jewish in-
ternees: “‘You and |, Rabbi, could have been together
with them in the internment camp, if we or our parents
had not left Europe earlier.”

For all its merits — and it has many — the book might
have been enhanced by documentation of the public
and administrative furore which the whole affair created
in England and led to the issue of a Government White
Paper regarding the brutal treatment of the internees by
their guards aboard the Dunera — a furore to which
there are only brief scattered references in the book and
elaborations of which would have added depth to it.
Equally interesting would have been the eye-witness
reports from the other side of the fence at Hay and
Tatura, the accounts of the Australian Guards, in-
cluding the Camp Commandant, who in the main
emerge in a not unsympathetic light despite their task.

3CR — THE INSIDE STORY

Michael Danby »

Stolen documents, rigged ballots, stacked
meetings inside Melbourne’s 3CR and secret deals with
the ““enemy’’ (the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies)
all gave the recently concluded Australian Broadcasting
Tribunal (ABT) Inquiry into the Melbourne station an
extravagant feeling of drama.

Events inside the politicised radio station leading to
3CR’s "“agreement’’ with the VJBD began only two
weeks before the Public Inquiry was due to resume on
30 July. After 3CR broke off negotiations with the
VJBD and sacked their barrister, Mr. Peter Vickery,
Phillipa Schapper, 3CR Secretary, unexpectedly turned
up at the VJBD offices in Little Collins Street,
Melbourne. She hand-delivered an offer by 3CR to
resume negotiations. A relatively moderate Manage-
ment Committee had thrown out Australian China ac-
tivist Bevan Ramsden, Australian Independence Move-
ment leader Frank Panter, and other people like
Bagwan Hassaram (identified by former Australian
Union of Students (AUS) official, Sandy Thomas, as
another Maoist) and eventually this affected the stance
of 3CR. So did the prospect of a projected $120,000 in
legal costs if the Inquiry ran through all of the evidence.
So did the failure of the 3CR Radiothon to raise more
than $5,000 of an expected $14,000. Barbra Anderson,
3CR Treasurer, explained at the 3CR Affiliates’ meeting
(27 July) that she had the Station’s debts written out on
a piece of paper at home . . . they owed some $11,000!

As the proofs of evidence piled up at the Tribunal’s

¥* Michael Danby is Information Officer with the State Zionist Council
of Victoria

office, serious negotiations between the VJBD legal
counsel and 3CR showed some progress. Interestingly,
hardline 3CR lawyer Peter McMullin, Secretary Phillipa
Schapper, and Chairman lan Sutherland faded into the
background as Committee members Lewis, Anderson,
Jaquier, Smyth and Aitkin asserted themselves.

Contrary to the rumours put out by Albert Langer,
the VJBD was in a strong position. It had received
massive support, financial and otherwise, from
Melbourne’s Jewish community. It was well
represented by two experienced barristers. It had, as
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT)
student newspaper Catalyst put it, accurate intelligence
on 3CR’s desperately divided internal situation.

Board sources say a day does not go past without
some internal leaflet document or letter from 3CR being
mailed anonymously by one or other faction to the
Board. One letter accused Mike O’Donnel, the leading
compromiser, of acting dishonourably during a
Workers Student Alliance attack on Melbourne Nazis in
the early 70s.

The VJBD had bipartisan support from both the
Liberal and Labor parties.

State Immigration Minister Jona had publicly con-
demned 3CR as did virtually the entire Liberal back
bench in letters to the Board and petitions and
speeches to parliament. A.L.P. media spokesman,
Senator Ryna had supported the Board'’s stand. Deputy
Opposition Leader Lionel Bowen had threatened to
close CR down and the Labor State Parliamentary ex-
ecutive passed the following resolution re 3CR:
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“The Parliamentary Party deplores racist statements
from whatever source. We further believe that the
media including radio should permit the broadcast of
all views and not just one side.”’

The Board had the backing of the major ethnic
communities including the Italian, Greek, Polish,
Turkish communities and eminent Australian
churchmen and historians.

In addition, Paths to Peace, a smaller group which
calls for both Israel and Palestinian national rights, had
attracted significant support including that of the
Mayor of Collingwood (whose Council houses 3CR);
lan Elliot, the former Chairman of Access Radio 3ZZ;
Dave Davies, Communist Party and Meatworkers’
Union official; and Labor’s Moss Cass, who had given
3CR its licence. Rothfield shocked pro-Soviet Socialist
Left elements and the Maoists when he resurrected a
leaflet signed by Clarrie O’Shea, Elliot v Elliot and
George Seelaf supporting Israel.

By contrast, apart from a host of radical organisa-
tions, 3CR only had the support of what Max Teichman
described as ‘“the Wolfman, Dracula’s Daughters and
the Baghdad Strangler’”’. But Socialist Left actionists
George Crawford, Jean McLean, Joan Coxsedge and
Bill Hartley did not provide the most intriguing of the
pro-3CR submissions to the Tribunal.

These came in the form of materials deposited as
"“proofs’ of evidence at the Deputy Crown Solicitor’s
office by former AUS official and leading Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO) supporter, Franz Tim-
merman. We can only marvel at Timmerman's extraor-
dinary decision to deposit several filing cabinets-full of
personal documents, correspondence, etc., giving
away the PLO’s ‘““family jewels”’. Investigative jour-

nalists are already on the trail and we await their
disclosures with interest.

Albert Langer, who runs a 17-man outfit, Jews
Against Zionism and Anti-Semitism (JAZA) also
deposited evidence including a 1968 work, Ostrokho:
Sionism: (Beware Zionism) by K.G.B. theorist, Yuri
Ivanov. Ivanov was the first to develop the concept of
“Jews Against Zionism'’. Langer, who arranged for
Israel Trotskyite Ehud Ein-Gil to come to the 3CR In-
quiry, showed annoyance that Ein-Gil’s $1,200 airfare
was not being fully utilised at a public forum. Taunted
as to whether the money came out of his (Langer’s)
reported stock portfolio (Monash RevComms asserted
in the early 70s that Langer was worth in excess of
$100,000), Langer retorted: ““You know | don’t have a
stock portfolio. I've got family trusts!”’

The Langers, Timmermans, and MclLeans were
adamant: they opposed any “‘deal”’. But with its third
barrister and with the prompting of Public Broadcasting
Association of Australia (PBAA) Chairman, Michael
Law, the 3CR Committee conceded on some basic
issues including a tough anti-racist guideline and gran-
ting a right of reply to rebut factual misrepresentation
and maligning of minority groups. For its part, the
VJBD had to drop its demand for rights of access which
will now be pursued through other areas of the public
debate including general media bodies. The two parties
reached a final agreement late on the night of Tuesday,
24 July. On Thursday, the full executive of the Board
with all its religious, cultural, philanthropic and political
affiliates present, voted for the agreement. The 3CR
Committee were confident that the regular general af-
filiates meeting would also vote for the agreement.

But a surprisingly low turnout enabled the Blue
(Ramsden) and Red (Langer) Maoists to vote 37:35 to
defer ratification. Many affiliates were later to claim that
the mail-out of notices to moderate affiliates had been
sabotaged.

Langer, in a typical stunt, produced a Iegflet
reproducing selective quotations from a letter derived
from the Deputy Crown Solicitor containing advice to
Counsel assisting the Tribunal. Langer, desperate for a
public forum, pleaded that other parties to the conflict
had prepared a massive amount of evidence. Langer’s
ace, apart from Ein-Gil, was to be a Dr. Irving Herman,
supposedly a former Research Director of the virtually
defunct American Council for Judaism and now a lec-
turer at Footscray Institute of Technology.

The Council’s head, Alred Lilienthal, was dumped
as a 3CR witness. Lilienthal had featured in Eric Bgtler's
On Target (24 August): ““No Christian can be without
Lilienthal's book, The Zionist Connection”, said the
League of Rights. The paradox of Langer, Hartley, et al
praising an organisation that maintains shadowy links
with the proto-fascist World Anti-Communist League
was not unusual. During the build-up to the 3CR Inquiry
another of 3CR’s affiliates, the Connelly Association,
got their PLO and IRA wires crossed when they railed
against those “‘anti-Christ Zionists’’.

When the Tribunal granted 3CR a two-week ad-
journment, Maoist hardliners immediately b_ega,p cir-
culating leaflets urging “‘no deal with the Zionists”. But
both the fairness of the agreement and the alienating
tactics of the Maoist factions were working in favour of
the compromise. Arab Liberation News program (3CR)
attacked the obsessive broadcasts of the other Palesti-
nian programs, especially Palestine Speaks: '‘Not only
have the broadcasts been overly abusive in tone”but
have tended towards a conspiracy view of history’’. A
meeting of 200 Station workers voted in favour of the
agreement.

The allegedly stacked listener-sponsor meeting
voted against it and the final peak of affiliates’ meeting
voted in favour, making essentially minor changes to
the text. This was counterbalanced by a threat from the
VJBD to go back to the Tribunal if such views were ex-
pressed in a manner contrary to the new guidelines.

A preamble restated the majority’s anti-Zionist
views but this was mitigated by a letter from the 3CR
Secretary that ‘‘We (3CR) confirm that the ‘form’ of the
right of reply referred to in this paragraph (6) does not
relate in any way to the substance of the right of reply
but rather to the mechanism by which the right of reply
if granted is to be exercised"’.

3CR’s apparent determination to tone down the
abusive content of some of its programs was
demonstrated in the weeks preceding the Tribunal hear-
ing. On 11 February, 15 July, 29 July and 12 August
Palestine Speaks was cut or altered, although on 11
February punches were thrown at the Station and th'e
censored section was played over the Voice of Albania
who were forced off the air.

On August 19 Palestine Speaks was dropped in its
entirety and since then has stuck to reportage of events
in M-E that do not infringe the new guidelines.

Nor did 3CR restrict its new moderation to improv-
ing Palestine Speaks. After 3CR News broadcast a con-
fidential government letter with the approval of 3CR'’s
Lawyer, an outraged telephone call was received within
minutes from the Deputy Crown Solicitor.
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An emergency management committee sacked the
Maoist Solicitor Peter McMullin, confirmed the suspen-
sion from the airwaves of former 3CR Secretary, Bevan
Ramsden and of Maoist broadcaster Diane Cajella. In
Beirut, the June English language monthly of the
“ultras’”’ in the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) noted “‘that the Zionist Octopus’’ had
reached Australia but put 3CR in the wrong city — poor
Sydney.

But 3CR’s hardline international support was not
sufficient and the affiliates’ meeting voted in favour of
the agreement. Both 3CR and the Board’s Counsel sup-
ported closure of the inquiry and this was endorsed by
Counsel assisting the Tribunal, Mr. Denton who in a
rare moment of humour, described the Inquiry as like an
English Monarch: it has taken an inconscionable time in
dying.

Government and public broadcasting authorities
have been greatly sensitized to the issue of racism on
the airwaves by the 3CR fracas. This probably explained
the support by the very large ethnic groups for the
precedent established by the smaller but well organized
Jewish community. Both 2SER in Sydney and 2RMBS
FM in Armidale N.S.W., have conceded general right
of access programs for Jewish groups to answer pro-
P.L.O. programs. While some new public broadcasters

have been denied accommodation on the basis of
3CR’s controversial reputation, the effort to moderate
3CR seems to have been worthwhile both specifically in
the case of the station and generally in the case of
public broadcasting.

Hopefully public broadcasting, whether on radio or
T.V. will not become politicised radio run by fractious
miscreants a la 3CR. This fear was raised in Sam Lip-
ski’s original article in the Bulletin about “‘the Voice of
Terrorism’’ and a combination of self regulation and
public opinion seems to have corrected the situation.

P.S.

Bill Hartley’s programs have continued with their
poisonous invectives. On August 18 Hartley spoke of
Zionist manipulations . . . Zionist influence in the U.K.
mainly through financial circles in the City of London.
On September 1 his program contained these gems:

“You (Carter) fear and glorify the Jews although
you are well aware that the funds in Jewish banks are in
fact Arab . . . the Jews are not a people atall . . . you
(Carter) are unable of deciding your destiny in the com-
ing election because the outcome of the elections is in
the hands of Jewish banks which are controlling Arab
money’’.

The Left, the Right and the Jews .

W. D. Rubinstein’

Examinations of the significant tendencies in world
Jewry in this century have overwhelmingly focused
upon two events which are generally taken as the most
significant of the modern period, namely the Holocaust
of central and eastern European Jews by the Nazis in
1933-45, and the establishment and maintenance of the
State of Israel since 1948. While there can be no doubt
of the fundamental importance of these events, over-
concentration on them, together with an
understandable reluctance of Jews to discuss their
socio-economic advantages in an explicit and detailed
fashion, have tended toward the neglect of a trend
which, it can (and will here) be argued, is of nearly a
parallel degree of significance. This is the steady,
dramatic, and near-universal rise of Western Jewry into
the upper middle class together with a considerable ex-
pansion and broadening of Jewish membership in the
national elites (however defined) of most Western na-
tions. Conversely (and by definition) this rise of
Western Jewry to unparalleled affluence has led to the
near-disappearance of a Jewish proletariat of any size in
the Western world. Indeed, the Jews may possibly
become the first ethnic group in history without a work-
ing class of any size, something which would present
some curious and interesting problems to Marxist
theory.

1. This paper was originally published in Quadrant, August 1979 and is

reprinted here in a slightly abridged form with the permission of the
author.

2. W. D. Rubinstein is Lecturer in Social Sciences, Deakin University.

The rise of the Jews to socio-economic prosperity
began, of course, in the Middle Ages, and it has been
frequently claimed, especially by anti-Semites, that the
Jews were always in fact a wealthy and powerful elite.
While there have been many extremely wealthy and
powerful Jewish individuals and dynasties throughout
modern history, it is only since the 1950s that the Jews
as a whole have risen into the upper-middle class, that
the Jewish proletariat was transformed into the Jewish
bourgeoisie. As recently as, say, 1948, my estimate
would be that one-half to two-thirds of the Western
world’s Jews would have been engaged in working-
class or low clerical trades. (At the present time my
estimate would be that this figure is probably under
one-quarter, possibly much lower still, with the remain-
ing Jewish proletariat highly age-specific to the elderly).

In addition to the general upward socio-economic
rise in the position of the Jews there has simultaneously
occurred a movement of Jews on an unparalleled scale
into what might be termed the ““small”’ elite of most
Western nations (of the type and number which might
be examined in a study of elite position-holders), in con-
trast to what might be termed the “large” elite — the
top (say) 20-30 per cent of the total population on the
basis of income, status, or education.

This is less novel than the general upward rise of
the Jews, since throughout modern history there has
always been a Jewish segment of the “small”
economic, intellectual, and even political e/ite in most
Western countries (for instance, Rothschild, Ricardo

Melbourne Chronicle

° December 1979 s




and Disraeli in nineteenth-century Britain). What has
changed since the second world war has been:

a) a broadening of the areas of Jewish participation
beyond the “‘traditional’’ areas of Jewish accep-
tability — e.g., as merchant bankers, retailers, or
physicists.

an increase in the Jewish percentage of the total
“small” elite — although any such conclusion
must largely be educated guesswork because of
the lack of detailed and comparable historical
studies.

My guess would be (based on elite studies known
to me) that in America, Britain, and Australia respec-
tively, about 10-15, 5-10 and 5 per cent of the ‘‘small”’
elite (defined in the most plausible way) at the present
time are Jews, compared with the Jewish percentage
of the total population in each of these countries of,
respectively, 3, 1and 0.5 per cent.

Consideration of the Jewish percentage of the
““small”’ elite (and its equivalent in other spheres) points
to a matter so fundamental to the arguments made here
that it ought to be mentioned explicitly and at an early
stage of the discussion. This is the phenomenal over-
representation of the Jews at the highest levels of
achievement, including (and, indeed especially) in
sc;ientific and intellectual achievement not always
directly included in the ““small’’ elite of public figures.
Put another way, there is an extraordinary gap or
d!screpancy between Jewish achievement at the
highest levels and their relatively microscopic numbers.
(Most sources give fourteen to sixteen million for the
total number of living Jews at the present time.)

A!though the undoubted Jewish achievement in
the sciences and other intellectual spheres cannot be
directly compared with the rate of their participation in
other segments of the ‘“small’”’ or “large’’ elites, there is
equally clearly a likely correlation of sorts between
achievement in one field and another, given the
removal of religious and racial barriers, and the fact
that, in capitalist societies, wealth is power. That the
Jews (or, more precisely put, individual Jews) are very
wealthy cannot be doubted: there can be no doubt that
they are disproportionately over-represented among all
wealth-holders and the economic elite in all Western
societies, and that they probably possess a higher per
capita income at the present time than any other ethnic
group, again, in all Western societies where there are
Jews. | have seen figures indicating that 10 per cent or
more of all living American millionaires are Jews, and
my own work on British wealth-holders leads me to
believe that 10-20 percent of all Britons deceased in the

Ijlst ten years worth 500,000 pounds or more were
ews.

Although, needless to say, the Jews have long had
a wide reputation for their wealth and business
acumen, several factors have disguised a particularly
wide acceptance of such a view (aside from the fact
that to plainly state that ‘“Jews are rich”” sounds anti-
Semitic). One is that the very richest men in the
Western wo_rld — the Rockefellers or Fords, or their
modern equivalents — were surprisingly seldom Jews.
The other is that the Jewish participation in the higher
echelons of corporate capitalist life was and is limited,
for a variety of reasons which cannot be discussed here
(although this last situation is probably changing).

Jewish wealth is classically one-man or family
wealth, not corporate wealth; the classical Jewish en-

b
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trepreneur is the ‘“small businessman’’ who becomes
wealthy initially on his own, in fields like real estate,
retailing, clothing, finance and entertainment. Extraor-
dinarily, some writers continue to point to this as
evidence not of Jewish advance, but as evidence of
their exclusion from the ‘‘mainstream’’ of contem-
porary American (and other) business leadership.

Without belabouring the point in this brief discus-
sion, | should claim that the positioning of the Jews in
these trades (even if true) greatly enhances their poten-
tial for power and influence, by allowing them to
become well-to-do without corporate attachments.
Much the same logic applies to the professional, educa-
tional, and scientific spheres where the Jews are so
prominent — only here the Jews have the greatly
enhanced possibilities of influencing the techno-
structure and commanding heights of the intelligentsia,
media, and publishing — as they plainly have, especial-
ly since the second world war.

A final point which must be noted here is that the
post-1945 prominence of the Jews represents the up-
ward rise of the formerly — impoverished east Euro-
pean Jews in America, Britain, and elsewhere. The rise
of this, the largest but traditionally most depressed seg-
ment of Jewry, has in a sense provided a replacement
for the former central and western European Jewnsh
leadership element (Sephardic and German Ashkenaz_l)
whose creative abilities were already running fairly thin
before 1939.

The rise of east European Jewry to leadership has
resulted from precisely the old Jewish sectional or oc-
cupational bias and preference and from taking full ad-
vantage of the educational opportunities provided by
the modern State. As is well known, 80-85 per cent of
Jews go on to some form of tertiary education in most
Western societies. This has the dual effect of
transforming a very large sector of Jewry in a
remarkably short time (in so far as higher education is
an automatic ticket to the upper middle class). Thirty or
thirty-five years of this — as has occurred since 1945 -
will completely transform the socio-economic profile of
the Jewish people.

Secondly, it will substantially increase the Jewish
portion of all tertiary graduates and of all
undergraduates, greatly enhancing the power and in-
fluence of the Jews as members of the middle class
relative to the general population (who, of course, at-
tend tertiary institutions at a much lower rate), helping
again to create the gap between numbers and perfor-
mance which we described above. It is not clear how
the Jews could have chosen a shrewder strategy to
enhance their influence in a world where they are
numerically insignificant and historically subject to pre-
judice and oppression beyond that accorded to any
other people.

Although historical anti-Semitism is an exceedingly
complicated phenomenon, it is possible to point to
three major sources of anti-Semitism in modern times:

a) From Christian theology (Jews are ‘‘Christ-
killers”, etc.);

b) From explicitly
Rosenberg, etc.);

c) A dual resentment of the Jews both as a power-
ful elite (the “international Jewish conspiracy’’)
and as an alien migrant proletariat, threatening
native employment and to swamp the areas into
which they move.

racist doctrines (Gobineau,
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All three of these sources have drastically declined
since the War: Christian anti-Semitism has been of-
ficially condemned by most church groups, and, in any
case, its impact has declined with the decline of tradi-
tional religious influence and belief; explicitly racist doc-
trines are entirely discredited and virtually unpresen-
table in any serious context, largely because of the
Holocaust (and their unscientific nature); finally, the
dual socio-economic position of Western Jewry has
been transformed, as we have seen, by the upward
socio-economic mobility of the bu/k of the Jewish peo-
ple.

This upward socio-economic transformation would
seem likely to reinforce the source of anti-Semitism
derived from the perception of the Jews as a powerful
and mysterious international e/ite. Why, then, has it not
resulted in an increase in anti-Semitism of this kind
(especially when, as we shall argue, the reverse is in a
sense true: the Jews are perceived in friendly terms by
the gentile Establishment in most Western countries)?

There are four main reasons in my opinion.

a) The Holocaust has generated a genuinely deep
and widespread sense of sympathy for the Jews
among gentiles around the world.

The State of Israel has had important effects on
non-Jews (and especially on those most likely to
be anti-Semites); Israel is perceived as the pro-
Western, pro-American ‘“good guy, fighting
against terrorists, hijackers and communists,
against overwhelming odds. As is well known
and frequently stated, Israel’s way of life and
methods of success have transformed the old im-
age of the Jew as “’parasites’’ and ‘“cowards’’.

There has been a substantial change in the nature
of the Western Establishment since 1945 and
especially since about 1960. Before the second
world war, the Establishment in most European
countries still contained a substantial surviving
element of the ‘“atavistic’’ pre-industrial
aristocracy or of rural/traditional social forms,
e.g., the great landed families in England, or of
the small town/rural — clerical forces (divided as
they were) in France. Since 1945 (and finally from
about 1960), these Establishments have i) ge-
nuinely evolved into purely capitalist structures,
shedding their remaining pre-capitalist elements
or ideologies, and ii) become much more
“liberal”” and ‘‘tolerant’’, e.g. on race, sex,
religion, etc. Thus Establishment opposition to
Jews as a capitalist elite, as an alien minority, and
as a foreign religious sect has greatly declined.

There has probably been a similar decline in ex-
amples of what is termed the ‘‘authoritarian per-
sonality’”’ type throughout society and especially
in the working class since the 1950s, owing to
greater affluence and mobility, to the liberating
effects of television and greater education and to
more permissive attitudes toward sex throughout
society. It is difficult to imagine a Hitler coming to
power today in any Western country under any
set of circumstances.

b
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All these points are, in a sense, by way of prologue
to what is perhaps the main point of this paper. Along
with (and partially because of) the upward movement in
income, status, and influence of the Jews as a whole in
the contemporary Western world there has come
another phenomenon of equal importance and originali-

ty: the realignment (or reversal) of anti-Semitism. In the
contemporary period, anti-Semitism of the extreme
right has virtually disappeared, except among small
groups like the National Front in England or the
American Nazi party, which have no connection with
the conservative Establishment (and cannot possibly
have, deriving from an utterly alien economic and
societal milieu, as well as advocating ‘national
socialism’ rather than capitalism). On the contrary, the
old animosity of conservative groups and forces in
society toward the Jews has declined (and altered) to
the point where the Establishment right is now in-
variably actively philo-Semitic and pro-Israeli.

Jews and Israel are now perceived by the
Establishment right as fellow-members of the elite, and
of the pro-American pro-capitalist Western bloc
threatened by the Third World and by communism and
terrorism. Considerable evidence for this can be amass-
ed among the conservative Establishments in America,
Britain, Aust<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>