MELBOURNE
CHRONICLE

Independent Cultural-Social Periodical

In This Issue:

SERGE 1. LIBERMAN —  OPENNESS, FREEDOM AND PLURALISM 1
YEHUDA SVORAY — COUNTDOWN TO REALITY 3
MICHAEL ELIZUR — PROFESSOR SIR ZELMAN COWEN —
FOUR DIMENSIONS 4

ITZCHAK KAHN — THE EXCOMMUNICATION OF BARUCH
SPINOZA : 6
REV. R. A. ANDERSON — THE CHRISTIAN AND THE JEW 8
MARC CHAGALL — ON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY , 9
MARC CHAGALL — MINE ALONE (POEM) 10
SERGE I. LIBERMAN — THE HOUSE BEHIND DRAWN CURTAINS 11

Published by the Jewish National Library and Cultural Centre “Kadimah”

Melbourne, Australia No. 5 (11) December 1977




With Compliments of .. .

620 Chapel Street
South Yarra, 3141
Tel. 24-6444

Moulders of Renown

Printed by York Press Pty. Ltd., 1-19 Hoddle Street, Abbotsford, for the Publisher
S. Goldstein, 7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, Victoria, 3185, Australia




Melbourne Chronicle

Independent Cultural-Social Periodical

DECEMBER 1977

N. 5 (11)

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Address for Correspondence: Melbourne Chronicle, 7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, 3185, Australia

Editorial
Openness, Freedom
and Pluralism

BY SERGE I. LIBERMAN

' ln_ his article about Sir Zelman Cowen
in this issue of the ‘“Melbourne Chronicle”,
the Israel Ambassador to Australia, Mr.
Michael Elizur writes:

“To retain the name Zelman in a
prominent public and academic career,
and now to carry it to Yarralumla, de-
serves comment and commendation be-
cause this simple names speaks volumes.
It serves as an ample substitute for con-
voluted explanations of its bearer’s place
on the life’s map with its grid of Austra-
lian latitudes and Jewish longitudes.”

So in an eloquent way is highlighted
what is best in the society in which we live
— its openness, its officially unharassed
freedoms and the opportunity it offers to
those who would, through talent, service and
loyalty, distinguish themselves within it.

_ For the surrounding society is open as it
is democratic and pluralistic.

One could argue that it is democratic
even to a fault. That it accepts into its matrix
an incalculable array of political, cultural,
religious, social and ethnic minorities and,
further, that it actively encourages their ex-
pression through access radio, talk-back
programmes, ethnic newspapers, etc, is an
exhilarating thing indeed. Time was when
the citizen was obliged to conform to the
Anglo-Saxon and later proudly - Australian
ethos or be silent. Happily, that notion, al-
though still championed in some quarters,
is currently not the operative one.

The open democratic pluralist society is
not without its problems, quite apart from
its vulnerability to attack from the very ex-
tremist groups which it tolerates. (The urban
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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terrorist activities in the United States in the
late 1960's and in Germany and Japan in
the 70’s are ample testimony to that). It is
a tribute to the basic decency and common
sense of the Australian people that neither
the reactionary Right nor the radical revolu-
tionary Left have taken deeper root here.
To the Jew, as to other minorities — and
what is society if not a conglomeration of
innumerable and overlapping minorities? —
the open society throws up challenges out
of the very nature of its openness. It offers
freedom or, in this context, opportunity. It
says to its citizen, “Insofar as you possess
the resources and insofar as your choice
will not harm your fellow, you may believe,
be and become whatever you will. You may
— most desirably — merely be yourself,
that is, Jew, Greek, Estonian, atheist, Catho-
lic, Lutheran, tradesman, watchmaker, mil-
lionaire. This society will not reject you. Or
you may change tracks, or assimilate, or
join the Hare Krishnas or, if you have a bent
for it, give yourself to some radical group
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where your particular person will find the
acceptance and fulfiiment you lack outside
it. Just as you are free to create yourself
so, sad as it may be, are you free to run to
waste.” Here lies the first challenge — to

be oneself.

The Jew in Australia is, happily, in fact
permitted to be himself. He may express
himself at any point, or at several, across
the full range of the religious, political, eco-
nomic and social spectrum that makes up
his society. But to be, to remain, and to
develop more committedly as a Jew while
being at the same time a member of the
wider community requires work. Continuing
education is necessary and the existence of
a plenitude of organisations to cater for the
full range is vital. Our lists of synagogues,
day schools and other communal bodies —
Zionist, social, cultural, philanthropic, etc. —
suggest a healthy kicking community. But
creativity too is essential; creativity in the
wider sense of living creatively on a day-by-
day basis, and creativity too in the more
specific sense of evolving a local literature
and art that would reflect and record at an
insightful and durable level and nature of the
Jew and of his society. This is the second
challenge confronting the local Jew. To
renege on this when the freedom, oppor-
tunity and encouragement are so openly given
is to fail one's self, one’s community and,
more broadly, one's society.

That is one side of the coin. With free-
dom and opportunity also comes responsi-
bility. Loyalty to the state in which he lives
has long been axiomatic for the Jew. No

less important is his responsibility to his
society to keep it open and free and tolerant
intain vigilance so

of its pluralism, and to mai
that overtly declared destructive elements
do not threaten the institutions of democracy
which offer even them (these elements) its
freedoms. The spectre of pre-War Germany
inevitably arises as does the thought of the
terrorist factions today already alluded to.
There is the need too to align oneself, emo-
tionally and spiritually at least if not entirely
physically with those movements that would
pondemn the suppression of human rights
in other places and to exert pressuré upon
them to relent in their oppression. For the
Jew, the case of the Soviet Union looms
largest, but neither does oppression begin
nor end there. A drastic turn of the wheel
in, let us say, Argentina or South Africa or
conceivably “again in Europe could once
more be dire and the effects disastrous.

_ This, then, is the position of the Austra-
ian Jew — free, tolerated and encouraged
in line with other groupings; heir to a wealth

of ppportunity to express himself as Aus-
;ra!nan and as Jew; obliged to work — and
it is work — towards the preservation of
society’s freedoms; and enjoined to give
his voice to the freedom of others, Jew and
non-Jew alike, in other places of this ever-
shrinking world. Herein lie the challenges
of his own freedom.

Menahem Begin
and Anwar Sadat
in Jerusalem

The visit to Israel of President Anwar
Sadat of Egypt cannot pass unremarked in
these pages. In its implications, it may well
prove more decisive than any of the four
wars fought since 1948.

That the meeting between Prime Minister
Begin and President Sadat should take place
at all speaks volumes for the ironies and
unpredictabilities inherent in politics. As re-
recently as May of this year with the ad-
vent of Menahem Begin as Prime Minister
of lIsrael, all talk of peace moves tqrned
sour. Begin as a hard-liner with a tarnished
reputation in the Arab world was seen as
an impediment to peace, and peace itself
now a thing remote. It becomes arguable
now that perhaps what was needed was a
hard-liner, one who held a strong, clear-cut
position and the numbers in parliament nqt
given to the wavering, shifting-sand posi-
tions, contradictions and internal diivsions
of the former Government.

The meeting between the two heads of
State now opens dimensions up which the
doors have been closed for nearly 30 years,
and it is tempting, if naive, to speculate
about the future. Aside from the obvious
issues, continually highlighted, that will need
to be resolved — territories, Palestinian
rights, cessation of all belligerency —— there
exists now the possibility of direct face-to-
face negotiations, exchange of diplomats,
travel between lIsrael and, for the foresee-
able future, Egypt, cultural interchange, CO-
operation in the rehabilitation of the Pale-
stinian refugees and joint economic develop-
meht. Whether and when these will be
achieved, whether even the present euphoria
will have reason to last remains to be seen,
but for the first time since 1948 one may
reasonably begin to talk about it and pray.

November, 1977
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Countdown to Reality

BY YEHUDA SVORAY

There can be little doubt that the new
Israeli Government under Menachem Begin
is enjoying a period of popularity both in
Israel and with world Jewry on a scale not
experienced by Israeli governments for a
very long time. Even Begin's outspoken
political opponents in Israel concede that
he has succeeded in his “First 100 Days”
to give the country new, vigorous leadership,
a sense of purpose and hope. Jews outside
Israel are equally pleased to see the be-
ginnings of new, positive stirrings in the
economic, social and political arena in Israel.

Without trying to dampen justified enthu-
siasm, some sober evaluation of the mech-
anics of democratic government might never-
theless be in order. This is to ensure a better
perspective and to sweeten the most bitter
of all political tastes: disillusionment. The
ability of governments in democratic, open
societies to change the flow of economic
and social events is limited. Every country
has its basic economic structure which
limits its potential; every society has its
human factors, its national characteristics,
its traditions and its idiosyncracies which
can only change very slowly after a pro-
longed educational process. The smaller
the country, the more limited the number
of its citizens, the more dependent it is on
the general trends of the world economy
and the ups and downs of world politics.

Democratic governments, by definition,
can never hope to achieve a fraction of their
election promises precisely because the
ability of these governments to mould, direct
and even influence the flow of economic
events and social trends is only marginal.
Watching election campaigns in democratic
countries one might be led to believe that
if only a new party would come to power,
if only a new leader was elected, if only
some new policy was formulated all the
problems would be solved.

This is precisely the great lure and
phony attraction of dictatorships. They can
promise to mould societies according to the
ideology or the moral conviction of a leader
or a group of leaders. They can plan, in most
minute detail, what should be done and if the
dictatorship is strong and well organised
enough, it might introduce some of the
changes in a relatively short time. Thus
much might be achieved at the cost of per-
sonal liberty and by the subjugation of

whole nations to the will or the whim of
dictators. The initial impact is assured and
progress in the direction mapped out by the
leadership can be enforced. But the price
even of success is enormous and the ulti-
mate failure is inbuilt.

Development in a democratic society
however is a long process of trial and error
in which nobody can be assured of success.
The pattern which usually emerges in our
imperfect democratic system is that as
genuine problems mount, both internally
and externally, discontent within the elector-
ate mounts in direct proportion. The incum-
bent party tries to hold on explaining its
difficulties and putting up as cheerful a front
as possible. Its opponents try to paint as
gloomy a picture as its PR experts can con-
jure up, at the same time promising to
redress the situation. If the elections bring
about a change in government, those newly
elected, elated by victory and boosted in
their self-confidence, will restate earlier
election promises.

At this stage the most obvious discrepan-
cies between the original electoral rhetoric
and the stark realities faced by the new set
of leaders has somehow to be reconciled.
For a while the gaps can be papered over
with more policy statements and the publica-
tion of long-term plans. But then the slow
agonising process of implementing policies
must begin and it is at this stage when, with
merciless punctuality, disillusionment sets
in.

The Begin Government has passed the
first phase of ‘“the honeymoon™ with con-
siderable competence and surprising suc-
cess. The details have been amply reported
and Begin’s United States visit, his (slightly
less successful) Rumanian sojourn, the publi-
cation of policy statements by Fo.reign Minis-
ter Dayan and by Agriculture Minister Sharon
are all part of the setting.

But soon the implementation stage will
have to begin and here Begin’'s Government
has as much chance of success as any,
possibly even a little more. At the same time
it must be recognised that the inbuilt limi-
tations of governments in democratic socie-
ties will soon result in shortfalls and the
discrepancy between declaration and imple-
mentation will become apparent. The Begin
Government is in particular danger in this
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respect because of its radical stance on the
future of the territories and its settlement
policies.

There is no greater enemy of statesman-
ship than righteous self-confidence. Dayan,
in his September 1 policy statement captured
the spirit of both problem and solution when
he pointed to the need for negotiation as
the basis of peace. By contrast, Sharon’s
reported statement that peace was less im-
portant than territory, was as unnecessary
as it was harmful and incorrect. Even to
intimate that Israel, in some way, does not
regard peace as paramount is just nonsensi-
cal. Sharon’s 20-year plan for the settlement
of millions of Jews in Judea and Samaria is
equally ill-timed and rather unnecessary. If
there are so many hundreds of thousands
eagerly awaiting to be allowed to settle —
why are such large parts of the Negev and
the Gillil still barren and unsettled by Jews?

It is to be hoped that the Begin Govern-
ment will not be carried away by the popular
support it is now enjoying. It would be well
advised to continue its initial steps of stream-
lining the economy, of dealing patiently with
some of the more obvious wounds in Israel’s
society, such as the educational gap be-
tween different sections of the community,

the crime problem, economic and other law-
lessness and rebuilding Israel’s public ser-
vice. It should also not be forgotten that the
only hope for real; not short-lived, success
on the road to peace is in moderation: stri-
dent declarations and jingoism, may bring the
ovations of some party faithful; but they
have a nasty tendency of back-firing.

Israel’s hope lies in a steady, low-key
effort to arrive at an accommodation with
the Arabs, including the Palestinians, It lies
in building on the strong social foundations
of Israeli society, including the unique
achievements of its Labour movement in
general and the Kibbutz and Moshav in
particular. Israel needs friends, both in the
Jewish world and in the world at large. It
should not, and cannot, subjugate its policies
to this need. But its ministers should not be
allowed to alienate Israel’s friends and make
their work on behalf of Israel more difficult
even for the sake of some good phrases in
a speech.

The Begin Government has performed
well to date. The real crunch has not yqt
come. Let us not expect miracles when it
does. But let us hope also the Begin Govgrn-
ment will try not to make the re-entry into
the earthy atmosphere of reality too bumpy.

Professor Sir Zelman Cowen
— Four Dimensions

BY MICHAEL ELIZUR

In the Haggadah of Pesach, four sons
provide an occasion to elaborate on different
dimensions of the theme of the Seder night.
Do not the four components of the name
Professor Sir Zelman Cowen allude to as-
pects of his personality and what it stands
for?

Permit me to begin, reading from the
right, as in Hebrew, with the surname of
Cowen, which invokes the nearest thing to
an aristocracy that ever existed among those
incorrigible egalitarians, the Jews, and per-
haps the oldest extant nobility in the world.
Significantly, the priests among the Jews
had responsibilities substituted for rights at
an early stage in the Jewish evolution which

1. From an address delivered to the Victorian Friends
of the Hebrew University in honour of the
Governor-General Designate.

2. Mr. Michael Elizur is the Ambassador of Israel to
Australia.

also interpreted chosenness as an imposition
of duties rather than privileges. Together
with the prophets, the Kohanim were the
guardians of what we would call tqday t.he
rule of law. At a time in which disruptive
challenges to established order are all too
often nourished by a lack of moral authority
in many of the institutions and personalities
under attack, it is instructive to balance our
concern for rights with an insistence on the
fulfilment of obligations. The Jewish priests,
whose Temple was burned by the Romans
almost two thousand years ago, cgntlnueq
to be symbols of the holiness to which their
nation has always aspired. Jews may some-
times have been virtuous for lack of oppor-
tunity, but | should like to think that our

_tortuous education these last sixty genera-

tions has imbued in us certain.lessons which
will stand us and the world in good stead
into the future. To be a Kohen thus stands
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for service and dutiful devotion, hallowed
by the cause in which they are pursued.

Zelman reflects the Jewish condition on
another, more earthy but no less significant,
level. To retain the name Zelman in a pro-
minent public and academic career, and
now to carry it to Yarralumla, deserves
comment and commendation because this
short, simple name speaks volumes. It
serves as an ample substitute for convoluted
explanations of its bearer’s place on his life’s
map with its grid of Australian latitudes and
Jewish longitudes. At a Dinner of the Friends
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem there
should be no need to belabour this point.

Zelman Cowen’s knighthood, the third
element in my quadridimensional evocation,
reflects the esteem in which he is held in the
community at large. As a foreigner | may be
permitted to remark that the bestowal of a
knighthood on a scholar and academic
statesman reflects favourably on the society
out of whose sense of values this award has
been granted. In the secular sphere, the
British knighthood underwent a process akin
to that which | described a few moments
ago in regard to Kohanim: it ceased to be-
stow material advantages, and only reflects
the social values of our time. True, these
values are not so commonly held here and
now as they used to be held but whatever
view will prevail in Australia in regard to the
British honours system, there can be no
doubt that Professor Zelman Cowen has
earned his knighthood in a life-time of ac-
tivity in an Australian context. As an Israeli
| am tempted to add a thought from my
perspective: in these days, when the virtues
of exclusivist national consciousness are uni-
versally and stridently asserted, there is
merit and benefit in the retention of broader,
deeper and older loyalties and roots that
nurture and enrich the cultural and national
personality of communities like Australia and
Israel which are able to draw on traditions
and experiences beyond the contemporary
bounds as presently politically defined.

Last, but far from least, is the Professor.
As an inveterate layman | may be over-
idealising the paragons of academe but |
do not wish to be robbed of my belief that
of all components of organised society the
greatest responsibility and the best hope for
the future lie with the universities. The world
today is a cruel and violent place _and we
live in a time of turbulent change. The uni-
versities, perhaps more than any other single
element in the body politic, can help these
changes to be changes for the better, pre-
venting the rape of reason, ensuring that we
all remain our brother’s keepers. Zelman

Cowen has made an ample contribution
towards the fulfilment of this hope.

Soon Professor Sir Zelman Cowen will
be moving from the hurly-burly of university
politics to what he, and most Australians,
hope will prove to be the relative detachment
of Government House. In Jerusalem, as in
Canberra, the campus of the university faces
the formidable mansions of bureaucracy. In
Canberra most government departments as
well as Parliament House and, more dis-
tantly and discreetly, Government House,
are on one side of Lake Burley Griffin, and
the university close by on the other. In
Jerusalem we have no lake, but an irreverent
and irrelevant soccer field serves as the
border. The juxtaposition of the seats of
learning and of power did not, could not,
escape the attention of Israeli orators,
especially on the government side, to stress
the symbolism supposedly lying in the proxi-
mity and goodneighbourliness of the men
pursuing matters of state and those search-
ing for knowledge. Others dismiss this as
rather highflown: true, they say, the two face
each other, but there is and always will re-
main a gap between them.

The conceptual and institutional gap is
inherent and will persist. The pursuits of
government and those of scholarship differ
greatly. Both are vital expressions of social
and national needs. And yet, Sir Zelman is
bound to carry with him from his vice-
chancellor’s office to his vice-regal assign-
ment qualities of fusion which can only
fructify national life.
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The Excommunication of Baruch Spinoza

A Historical Perspective on the 300th Anniversary of His Death
(1677-1977)

BY ITZCHAK KAHN

Although his life and creative career were
short, Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) composed
brilliant works which crowned him as one
of the greatest thinkers in human history.

He was a child of Sephardi Jewry and
until 1492, the year of the Expulsion from
Spain, his ancestors had sat upon Spanish
soil in the town of Espinoza de los Monteiros,
from which his family derived its name.

After the Expulsion, his family lived in
Portugal as Marranos and by the end of the
sixteenth century had migrated to Holland
and settled in Amsterdam. Baruch’s father,
Michael d’Espinoza, gave his son a tradi-
tional upbringing in the Talmud-Torah where
he studied until 1652. At about that time, he
was attracted to a sect of free-thinking Bible
researchers and actively participated in their
discussions. His brilliance was quickly ap-
preciated and one number of the sect, larig
leles, later became his first patron.

In 1654, his father who had been a res-
pected parnass in the community died. As
long as the older Spinoza had lived, the son
Baruch conducted himself along traditional
ways in order not to distress his father. Dur-
ing the year of mourning after his father’s
death, he still attended the synagogue to
recite Kaddish in his memory, but thereafter
he distanced himself from traditional ways
and, in effect, ceased to be a member of the
community. It is recorded that his last
attendance at synagogue was on Shabbat
Chanukah 1655.

The sceptics in the Amsterdam of that
time met at the recently-opened school for
Latin, Greek and other languages. Spinoza
was also a student and later the instructor’s
assistant until 1660. (He was in that year
expelled from Amsterdam for questioning
the divinity of the Bible, which was also the
basis of the official religion of Holland).
Four years earlier, on the 27th July 1656, the
Great Synagogue of Amsterdam had issued
a ‘“great” kherem as a result of which he
was now expelled from the Jewish com-
munity. One month earlier, the Beth Din
had issued a “minor’ kherem but was com-
pelled to proclaim the ‘‘great” kherem fol-
lowing Spinoza’s failure to do penance.

The historian Simon Dubnow cites the
text of the ban:

“We repudiate and condemn Baruch
d’Espinoza in front of these holy books
and the 613 precepts that are included
in them . . . May he be cursed day
and night, on lying down and on ris-
ing, on entering and departing. May
he be stricken by all the horrible
curses that are enumerated in the
Torah! . . We command that no-one
be in his society, to have contact
with him orally or in writing, to render
no service to him, should not be under
one roof with him or within four angles
from him, and is not to read any of
his tractates.”

Spinoza commentators — over the cen-
turies, their number has grown markedly —
have highlighted the metaphysic of pan-
theism as the guideline and flag upon which
Spinoza bases his Weltanschauung.

Against the background of pantheism,
Spinoza founded and consolidated all his
ethical, religious, political and cosmic ideas.
In seven words, it means, ‘“Everything is
God; God is in everything”.

In a certain sense, his philosophy is
pervaded by mysticism insofar as that means
an involvement with the universal divine
force. Spinoza apprehended the universe as
following set laws. Nature’s laws are always
and everywhere the same. That which occurs
before your eyes is merely a temporary
glimpse, a momentary orientation in the laby-
rinth of an eternal, unchanging Being. The
past, the present, and everything contained
within them belong to timelessness that has
neither a beginning nor an end. All pheno-
mena of both animate and inanimate nature
follow laws and decrees through which every-
thing occurs, bath before and after changing
from one form to another. Nature is unified
and reveals itself in two forms: in a physical
form, as space; and in a spiritual form, as
thought. Everything in nature including man,
is not the creation of God or nature but is
part of it. Man and everything around him
are only strands in the eternal fabric of
Godliness or nature. All our thought and
experience belong to the absolute, and man
is no exception in nature but a natural
worker arising from a unified world, and his
life, albeit short, is a link in the chain of
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universal existence which is eternal and
enduring.

Man has no free will. All his actions are
determined but ony those which we hold
as positive appear to us to be free. In other
words: the thought that we are absolutely
free in our actions is an illusion, whereas
in fact they flow not from any free will but
in a natural way or from a fundamental
impulse. But despite this fact — that man
possesses no free will — he has nonetheless
succeeded to free himself from slavery and
to attain full freedom.

Regarding emotions, man is a slave to
these. He suffers from fear, prejudice and
jealousy because he is slave to his instincts
and impulses. He differs from animals only
in that he is a being who can think rationally.
He can pass from a confused staie to an
harmonious one and feel free.

“We shall readily see the difference be-
tween a man who is led solely by emotion
or opinion, and a man who is led by reason.
The former performs actions of which he is
utterly ignorant; the latter is his own master
and only performs such actions as he knows
are of primary importance in life; wherefore
| call the former a slave and the latter a free
man.”

_Spinoza’s monistic spiritualism distin-
guishes his philosophy from all others before
him. He based so much on the supposition
that an eternal, absolutely-unchanging,
absolutely-perfect God fills the universe or
comprises the universe within Himself.
Further, he developed a comprehension of
the force and problem of emotion and
brought ethics into a deterministic world. It
is this latter achievement which many
scholars believe to have been his main
purpose.

We come now to the heretical doctrines
for which Spinoza was excommunicated.

Spinoza was the first to propound the
idea, later supported by the ‘scientific’ bibli-
cal scholars, that the Law of Moses consists
of separate fragments which were only later
edited; that is, that the Law of Moses could
not have been written by Moses. He had
apparently expounded these beliefs orally
before the Jewish youth of his time several
years before he had put them into print.
Probably he was reprimanded for this and in
his defence he sent an Apologia to the com-
munal elders. The contents of this Apologia
are unknown but are believed to have been
incorporated into the Theological-Political
Treatise. Here, the author’s subjectivity be-
comes manifest. He speaks with considerable
disdain about latter-day Judaism, about the

Melbourne Chronicle ® December 1977

‘Pharisees’ and rabbis, shows bias in his
analysis of the Old Testament and the Gos-
pels, and obviously idealises Christianity,
placing Christ above the Prophets and call-
ing him ‘God’s mouth’, and regarding the
Apostles as prophets of a special sort.

It was probably this that led to his ex-
communication.

Let us not look with twentieth-century
minds at his excommunication. If we are to
view the kherem with contemporary eyes,
we will see this picture:

In the Catholic countries of the time,
headed by Spain, the Inquisition is conduct-
ing auto-da-fes and burning Jews who adhere
to their beliefs. Jews are dying in the flames
of the Inquisition with the Shema lIsrael on
their lips, while here comes a Jew who tears
down the holy Torah! To the elders of the
Amsterdam community, this was no less
than a mockery of Jewish martyrdom and
kiddush ha-Shem as of the whole of Jewish
existence in general. Nor was it enough for
him that he was a sinner, but he chose to be
a sinner who corrupted others (the Jewish
youth) as well.

Spinoza, although his biographers por-
tray him as the lonely philosopher of Amster-
dam was, in fact, strongly engaged in the
very spirit and centre of the contemporary
philosophic and social scene, mingled in
Christian circles, and took part in the fight
between Church and State. One must here
underline the bitter struggle then taking
place between the different sects and the
persecutions visited upon heretics.

The Jewish leaders in Amsterdam feared
the reaction of the Dutch community against
a Jewish heretic who tore away the very
foundations of the Bible which was as sacred
to the Christians as to the Jews; and feared
the reaction all the more because Holland
had shown such hospitality while the Inquisi-
tion was rampant in the Catholic countries.
(We must remember here that the gentile
Giordano Bruno was in 1600 burnt at the
stake for his free-thinking). There is no need
here to elaborate upon the experiences of
the Jews through many centuries in which
the whole Jewish community answered for
the actions of a single individual. Looking
at the issue of the excommunication, seeing
Spinoza through the eyes of history, apd
comprehending the uncomfortable situation
of the Jewish community at that time, the
excommunication becomes understandable.
Indeed, as the Christian scholar Will Durant
states, the Jewish community had no alterna-
tive but to isolate him through a kherem.
It is also sobering to reflect that had Spinoza

fallen into the hands of the Inquisition, he
(Continued on Page 11)
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The Christian and the Jew

BY REV. R. A. ANDERSON**

There has been a great dearth of study
of Judaism, both Rabbinic and historic, with-
in the Christian Church. As a result of this
neglect of the study of Judaism, there has
been much misunderstanding of what is a
Jew and of what Jewishness really means.
Among the reasons for this neglect, the
Church’s attitude of superiority and its ex-
clusivism have been the most prominent.

In general, Christians have adopted a
superior attitude towards all other faiths,
and the Christian Church has, therefore,
never felt itself inclined, or felt it necessary,
to take other faiths seriously. In one sense,
this is understandable. Where one belongs
to the majority, as do Christians in Western
society, one tends to expect other people
to learn about oneself and one’s religion
without needing to reciprocate by learning
about others, It is today that, as the Christian
Church is losing ground and also its major-
ity position in the world, it is becoming more
tcr?nsmous of other faiths, Judaism amongst

em.

Further, the Christian Church has gener-
ally adopted from the beginning an exclu-
sivist view, seeing itself as the only faith,
and asserting that if there is to be hope for
others, then they must become Christian. A
great deal of Christian theology has been
written within this exclusivist framework, and
a great deal both of its preaching from the
pulpit and its literature reflect this exclu-
sivism. It becomes hard, after centuries of
such teaching, to throw off its influence and
to change one’s attitude to other faiths.

Christianity has had a particular ‘love-
hate’ relationship with Judaism. There are,
after all, some things which Christianity and
Judaism share, the most obvious being the
common biblical heritage up to the time
when the New Testament was being written.
The Christian Church still accepts the Hebrew
Scriptures, along with its own New Testa-
ment.

But against this, the Christian Church
has been uneasy about the continued ex-
istence of the Jewish faith. Christianity has
lived for two thousand years, hoping that
Judaism would disappear. It has carried the
feeling that at some time between the 3rd
* Adapted from a lecture delivered to Jewish students
under the auspices of the Hillel Foundation of Vic-
t"o"nl%('zverend R. A. Anderson is Principal of the Theo-
logical Hall of the Uniting Church, Parkville.

and 7th centuries of the Common Era, the
Jews should have been converted to Chris-
tianity. Even today it is difficult even for
many intelligent people and congregations
within the Christian Church to accept that
Judaism has survived as a vibrant, living and
dynamic faith. There has been an added
psychological difficulty here for the Church.
A Church that expounds dogmatically its
own creed about, for example, belief in Jesus
as the Messiah, is perturbed when it learns
that not everyone, Jews most prominently,
accepts Jesus as the Messiah.

This uneasiness, this hoping that Judaism
would disappear, thereby leaving the field to
Christianity and its doctrines, accounts for
a great deal of the bitterness, both verbal
and physical, that has affected Christian-
Jewish relationships.

Although this is no longer the stated
position of the Church, it has played a sig-
nificant part in its long history. Such positions
cannot be held for many centuries without
these attitudes affecting even the best-
minded people.

The difficulties are compounded when
these inherited attitudes are accompanied
by knowledge of Judaism that is no more
than a caricature.

This caricature of Judaism arose very
early and resulted largely from the polemi-
cal nature of a great deal of New Testament
writing. For example, the twenty-third chapter
of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew
describes the Pharisees as hypocrites, who
“shut up the kingdom of heaven in men’s
faces, neither going in themselves nor allow-
ing others in who want to” (Matthew 23.13
etc). When that position is presented and
the Scriptures read in Church services, even
with all innocence, it is this that people
hear; and no-one explains that this vitriolic
attack on the Pharisees arose out of a situa-
tion of real polemic. There was, at the time
of writing of the gospel a ‘do-or-die’ struggle
between the new faith and the faith from
which it broke away. The attack from the
Christian side was, therefore, always against
the Jewish leaders. When Matthew was try-
ing to get his gospel accepted in 60-70 C.E.,
these leaders were the Pharisees. And these
leaders could not accept the interpretations
by Matthew of the Hebrew Scriptures; for
example, the interpretation of Isaiah 7:14
“the maiden is with child”’ as being indicative
of Virgin birth, (a result of the Greek trans-
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lation of the Hebrew n%y to mean virgin
rather than young woman). Matthew then
adapted several other texts in the Old
Testament and expounded them in order to
build up the particular doctrinal position he
wanted to preach. And the Gospel according
to Saint Matthew became a bitter anti-
Pharisaic document of the time.

When the gospel is read in church from
the lectern without explanation, it continues
that particular attitude towards the Pharisee
and it colours the Christian attitude towards
the Jew in general. (This attitude is in
marked contrast to the observations of
Jewish scholars such as Solomon Zeitlin,
Lauterbach, etc. that it was precisely because
of the Pharisees that Judaism survived.)

These caricatures are also carried down
in a great deal of literature of the early
Church by scholars, popes, medieval theo-
logians, etc., and as a result of that polemical
situation existing in 60-70 C.E., Christians
have propagated, through the ages, their
wrong understanding of what Judaism is.
This attitude was continued among Protes-
tants as well as in the Catholic part of the
Church. Martin Luther and the Reformation
did tremendous damage in this area. Martin
Luther thought that by reforming the Church
as he tried to do in 1517 and by turning
back to the early teachings of the Church,
everybody would be converted to Christian-
ity, Jews included. When this did not happen,
he became a bitter man and wrote an attack
entitled “The Jews and their Lies”, which
was reprinted in Nazi Germany in the 1930’s.

Another aspect of the caricature in which
Judaism is held by Christianity relates to the
dichotomy between Law and Grace. Grace
has been a quality which Christians have
assumed for themselves, whereas Law,
especially in its harsh juridical sense, has
been something put on the back of others.
This has largely stemmed from Paul who
makes too easy a distinction between Law
and Grace, and has been reinforced by many
scholars and interpreters of Paul, to the
favour of Christianity and against that of the
Jew and Judaism. Such presentation of this
too-facile dichotomy flows over into the
attitudes of the Church towards the Jew,
not merely theologically but also in simple
everyday affairs, so that the Jew is seen as
a hard-minded person whose faith has
nothing to do with Grace or Love but is
based more rigidly upon Law.

Often, Christian Old Testament scholars
will take the Old Testament seriously right
up until the period of the Exile (587 BCE),
including the prophecies of Jeremiah and
Isaiah, but when they study the post-Exilic
period, that is the five hundred years pre-

ceding Rabbinic Judaism, they find it
difficult to take Judaism seriously and tend
to portray it in terms of two words ‘particu-
larism’ and ‘arid legalism’.* The word ‘Torah’
translated, as it is, as ‘Law’ reinforces the
Christian argument and makes it difficult to
correct the associated misunderstandings.

The problem is further compounded by
the tendency of the Christian Church, when
it tries to understand other faiths, to do so in
terms of its own language; while to under-
stand Judaism, use of Christian theological
terminology is simply not possible.

The Church’s teachings over the centuries
have left their mark even on nominal
Christians who have imbibed them almost
from infancy. Although changes are taking
place, there still remains much re-teaching
and un-teaching to be done.

*In fact, Judaism in that period was a very universa-
listic religion. As Solomon Zeitlin has said: If the
Jewish religion of thtat time was so bad, how could
it have given birth to three great world religious —
viz, Judaism, Christianity and Islam?

Mark Chagall

— ON HIS NINETEENTH BIRTHDAY

Marc Chagall (family name: Segal) was
born in 1887 in Vitebsk, Russia, one of eight
children to a worker in a herring-packing
station. As a child, he attended cheder, but
showing an early inclination towards art, he
went in the winter of 1906-7 to St. Peters-
burg. There, discovering the French Impres-
sionists, he rejected the academic realism
of Russian painting. Finding a patron in
Maxim Vinaver, a Russian-Jewish lawyer, he
went to Paris in 1910. ““At that time | needed
Paris,” he later wrote. “The land that nour-
ished the roots of my art was Vitebsk; but
my art needed Paris as a tree needs water.”
He stayed there for four years, coming under
the influence of a cosmopolitan clan, among
them Soutine, Modigliani, Delauney and, per-
haps above all, Picasso whose Cubism he
adopted at this time.

In 1914, he returned to Vitebsk. He was
drafted into the Czarist army, worked in a
government office and painted in his free
time. With the advent of the Bolsheviks in
1917, Chagall became Commissar for Fine
Arts in Vitebsk. But his cubism did not
please the artistically reactionary party
guard and in 1922 he left Russia for Berlin
and then for France. He worked here at
etchings to illustrate literary texts (.e.g. Go-
gol’'s ‘Dead Souls’, LaFontaine’s ‘Fables’
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The Bride and Groom of the Eiffel Tower
(1938-39)

and the Old Testament). He expanded his
range further, painting in watercolours and
gouache and oil and creating lithographs
as well as ceramics and sculptures. His
original tendency was to dark colours but
in France, under the influence of Gauguin,
Delacroix and Pissarro, he brightened his
colour range. He also moved away from
the strictly Cubist modes of painting which
whittled down life and content to mere geo-
metrical patterns and developed large,
curvilinear forms which employed rich
colours applied with a lyrical poetic quality
and preponderantly concerned with Jewish
themes, subject matter inspired by the
shtetl life he had known in Vitebsk. He be-
came an inventor of fables drawing on his
own memories for their telling. ]
Gradually, in the 1920’s, his pictures
found buyers. In the Nazi Germany'of the
1930’s, many of his works were confiscated
from public collections and some held up
to ridicule in the exhibition of “Degenerate
Art” in Munich in 1937. In 1941, fearing
persecution by the Nazis, the Chagalls left
Paris for New York. He returned to France
in 1948. Chagall subsequently undertook
numerous commissions. Among his many
other works are the following: stained glass
windows for the cathedral in Metz and for
the synagogue at the Hadassah Medical
Centre in Jerusalem, a large glass panel in
the entrance of the U.N. Secretariat and for
the entrance hall in the Vatican; a new ceil-
ing for the Opera in Paris, murals for the

New York Metropolitan Opera House, and a
mural, floor mosaics and designs for the
curtains for the new Knesset in Jerusalem.

Chagall escapes categorisation. There
are strong elements in him of the Cubist,
also of the Expressionist and the Surrealist
but in the end he remains independent. He
is an inventor of fables, a bringer to modern
painting of “a kind of angelic purity, which
he has enriched by allowing it to express
again all of man’s spiritual aspirations, his
dreams, his nostalgia, his legends, his fan-
tasies” (Waldemar George in Cecil Roth’s
‘Jewish Art’).

Mine Alone

BY MARC CHAGALL

Mine alone

Is the land which can be found within my
soul.

| need no passport to enter it

As if in my own home.

The land understands my sadness

And my solitude,

It lulls me to sleep

And covers me over with perfumed stone.

Within me gardens flourish,

My flowers are invented (by me);

The streets belong to me

But no houses there are found;

They were destroyed even when | was a
child,

The inhabitants roam the air

Looking for a dwelling-place.

They live in my soul.

That is why | smile

When my sun is scarcely shining,

Or | weep

Like a fine rain

In the night.

There was once a time when | had two heads,

There was once a time when these two faces
Were covered with loving dew

And melted away like the perfume of a rose.
At present it seems to me

That even when | retreat

| advance

Towards a high ornamented gate

Behind which stretch out wells

Where extinct thunders sleep

And shattered lightning flashes.

Mine alone
Is the land which can be found within my
soul.
Translated from the French
by Manuel Gelman.

10 Melbourne Chronicle ® December 1977




THE HOUSE BEHIND DRAWN CURTAINS

BY SERGE I. LIBERMAN

The Berlinskis’ house stood in one of
the better streets, in a quiet arboured cul-
de-sac backing conveniently upon the syna-
gogue of which Nahum Berlinski was cantor.
Like its neighbours, the house stood recessed
behind a spacious garden lavish with shrub-
bery and trees. The chrysanthemums and
azaleas were still in bloom, the jacaranda
rose high, one could almost taste the lemons.
There were two cars under the carport and
a garden-table and two cane chairs on the
porch. The blinds were drawn, but the house
yielded no other allusion to the bereavement
I had been told about.

A young woman, a Rivke Ernest, had
called. “There has been a death in the
family. My mother is breaking down. She
can’'t come to you”. The hard staccato
sentences grated on the ears.

“Ah, yes, the doctor,” she now said, as
she held the door open to me. “Come.” Her
appearance matched her voice, spare, stern,
terse. She was less than thirty and looked
slimmer in black than another colour or
perspective might have allowed. Her hair
was tortured back into a strangled bun above
her black, satin shawl.

“My brother died the day before yester-
day. In a car accident. My mother is taking
it badly.” And she added, fruit of some inner
necessity, “The rest of us must be strong.”

Passing by the lounge room, | caught a
glimpse of her father, the cantor. He was
squatting on a low black stool and bending

THE EXCOMMUNICATION
OF BARUCH SPINOZA

(Continued from Page 8)

would have been dealt with much more
harshly at that time.

In the centuries that separate us from
his time, the ideological climate and spiritual
outlook have changed. Because of this, there
have been calls on two occasions, in 1932
and 1956 — the 300th anniversaries of his
birth and of his excommunication respec-
tively — to lift the kherem over him.

But to understand the excommunication
of Spinoza, it remains necessary to view it
at all times from the perspective of contem-
porary history and not with the attitude of
twentieth-century minds.

over a leather-bound bock which he held
in his hands. Beside him sat a bigger man
who nodded as | passed. All paintings and
photographs had been turned to the wall. A
mirror in the hallway was draped in black.
“My mother only needs a sedative,”
Rivka Ernest said as we walked down the
corridor. .““She hasn’t slept two nights.”
“Yes, let me see her.”

We entered the bedroom which smelled
of mothballs, dust and stale perfume.

““Mama, the doctor is here.”

Malka Berlinski, facing away from the
door, tried to turn in her bed. Her feet pushed
at the covers and the shoulders stirred. But
the complete effort was beyond her.

“It's natural, doctor, | know,” said Rivka
Ernest, standing back, “but she won't eat
anything. Or drink. Or . or rinse her
mouth.” She jerked her head upward. Her
jaw, in that gesture, seemed smaller, more
pointed, and made her appear sterner still.
“I'll leave you with her,” she said.

| walked to the side where Malka Ber-
linski had to see me. Criss-crossed by tangles
of grey dishevelled hair, her face appeared
swollen. There were moist shadows in the
beds between her nostrils and cheeks. Her
eyes were flushed.

She made another effort to rise and, this
time, pulled herself up. Her nightgown hung
loose and creased from her shoulders.

“A doctor they call. Injections, pills,
medicines. Even God can’t help. — Sit down,
sit down, There.”

| placed my case on the floor and sat
on a chair over whose back her dressing-
gown had been carelessly thrown.

“We could have expected anything, but
this,” she said, biting into knuckles already
bruised. “When the telephone call came . . .
My daughter told you, no? The car skidded,
hit a pole. He died on the way to hospital

Ribbono Shel Olam, who is being
punished, who?”

“Punished?”

“Punished.”

“Tell me about it.”

“What'’s the use?”

“It may help.”

The smell of perfume was particularly
strong where | sat. On the dresser stood
three coloured bottles, a lipstick, a hair-
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brush, a comb. Several framed photographs
lay turned over, face downwards.

“Only the impossible can help ... a
miracle. If these last three days, no, these
last months could be blotted out . . . like our

enemies. If we could do differently, decide
again, relive our miserable years from the
beginning . . . We are paying now . .. |
can’t believe in miracles.”

She paused, then asked, "“You knew
Ben?”

| recognised the name now. Ben Ber-
linski had graduated from medical school
three years before me.

“By name,” | said. ~

“He was a good boy. Really. Everything
came easy to him. He had a good head, was
friendly, would help anybody. We trusted in
his good sense. But . . . He liked the nurses
too much, even though his father was cantor
in the synagogue and people liked to talk.
His father, God forgive me for saying it. is
a soft man in everyday matters, but hard
in matters of Torah. In the last year, they
had many arguments. They argued again
the night he was . . . the night he died.”

Malka Berlinski rubbed her swollen eyes
with finger and thumb. Her nostrils became
pinched, her jaw hardened. She sniffed, then
blew her nose.

“And you blame yourself?”, | asked.

“Everything could have been so differ-
ent!”

“Different?”’

“If we hadn’t taken his good sense too
much for granted. If he had kept to his old
friends. If he hadn’t started with the nurses.
If that girl Stephanie hadn’t turned his head.
If the Torah, the Law was not so rigid. Or
his father, may he live many years. If, if, if.
Now it's all impossible, nothing can be
changed. But Ben fell for her. Nobody could
talk him out of it. Soft words, kind words,
then harder words and threats of being dis-
owned. His father tried to reason with him.
Ben wouldn’t listen. Not to his father, to
me, to his sister, his uncle. And it hurt. It
cost us so much heartache that Ben could
turn away so far. He married Stephanie.
Not in a church, at least thank God for that,
but in a registry office, with her brother as
best man. Ben brought her home once, long
before he married her. His father didn’t throw
her out but he refused to see her and for-
bade me to offer tea or cake. Later he shut
himself up for a month. He couldn’t look
anyone in the eyes. People thought he was
sick.

“What’s the use of talking? — Stephanie
would convert, Ben said, but his father would
hear none of it. Believe me, if it would have
meant peace, | would have accepted her.

Every people has its good and its bad. She
was sensible enough, and softly-spoken
Anyway, he married her, and his father.
though he suffered, in the end couidn’t dis-'
own him, He permitted Ben to visit, but not
his wife. That much he could yield but no
more.”

There were audible murmurs coming
from the hallway. A woman’s voice, Rivka
Ernest’s, said, “The doctor’s in there.” And
there followed a man’s harsher, haughtier
tone, “And what does he say?”

. Malka Berlinski glanced at the door, and

sighed. “They’re quarrelling again. Even
now.” She drew the covers closer to her
neck and bit her lower lip. Her cheeks
seemed sallow, almost pasty.

| waited.
“Three months ago, the baby was born,
a boy. — You are still young, you can't

imagine how it feels to have a grandchild
and yet not to have it. Ben invited his father
to the brith and Steinfeld the mohel to con-
duct it. May he be granted long life, but my
husband couldn’t bring himself to go, and
Steir_wfeld, under the circumstances, also
declined. In the end, a doctor at the hospital
circumcised the child. | went to the hospital,
| couldn’t stay home. Stephanie was in the
foyer. Believe me, when | saw her, my heart
nearly burst.

“On Sunday, two days ago, Ben came
here. He almost begged his father to accept
the child. Again they argued. | couldn’t stop
them. Who could have foreseen? . .. Ben
left. | have never seen my husband so
distressed, so crushed. And then, an hour
later, the telephone rang. . .”

Outside the room, the voices had become
louder.

“Can’t anyone mourn without drugs or
quacks or pill-pushers?”

“Paul, you're an animal.”

Malka Berlinski again bit her lip. The red
swollen eyes were brimming with the tears
she had been struggling to contain.

“So tell me, doctor. Can you help? Or
the Ribbono Shel Olam? Or anyone? My son
is dead, his wife’s a stranger, the child is
an orphan., It all hurts, it tears out the heart.”

~ “I understand,” | said rising slowly and
picking up my case. “If | can help with any-
thing, please let my know.”

“There is nothing, nothing. Go now. You
shouldn’t have been called.”

Through the door, | heard a man’s voice
again. “When are we going home? I'm
hungry, tired, sick of everything.”

In the hallway, Rivka Ernest was waiting.
Anger had sharpened her already hard-edged
features. Behind her stood Paul Ernest,
scowling. He was about thirty-five, tall, lean
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and slightly stooped. When he saw me he
straightened. He held a pipe in his hand.
“Ah,” he said, “how is Mama?”

The clipped tone was laced with sarcasm.
He addressed himself to me, but directed
the scorn at his wife.

“Your mother needs comfort, support,”
| said to Rivka Ernest.

“l was right then, she’s not sick,” Paul
Ernest tossed his head.

“You are right. As always.” Her words
meant to bite, but the husband remained
unbitten.

“Time heals,” he said, drawing on his
pipe. Then he turned to me. “You know
how all this came about, | suppose.”

“Paul, leave off.”

“Excuse me,” | said, “but | must go.”

“Ben was a fool. Somethings like this
was bound to happen.”

“Paul!”

“It's the truth.”

Rivka Ernest could not stop him. She
hurried down the hallway to the lounge room.
“Pincus,” she called.

“An intelligent fellow, a cantor’s son, a
decent profession before him. Then blows
it all by marrying a gentile woman. All of
Melbourne’s talking. He's brought disgrace
on us all.”

“You exaggerate, I'm sure,” | said edg-
ing past him.

He took my arm, ready to correct my
appraisal. But Rivka Ernest was returning,
and behind her strode Pincus Berlinski whom
| had earlier seen sitting beside the cantor.
He extended his hand.

“Doctor, | am so pleased to meet you."”

Pincus Berlinski was a big man, as tall
as Paul Ernest, but more sturdy. He had a
round face, a heavy chin and flabby cheeks.
He wore a skull-cap over a bald patch. His
voice was deeply resonant.

“Paul,” he said, leaning over towards
him. “You may be right. But really this is
hardly the time or the place or the occa-
sion.”

The younger man bristled. “But it's the
truth.” :

“Doctor, may | speak with you?”, Pincus
Berlinski directed me into a smaller room of
the hallway. It contained a desk, bookcases,
a bed. It had once been, | supposed, Ben’s
study. Or Rivka Ernest. | suspected Pincus
Berlinski had led me here more to displace
Paul Ernest than to truly engage me iIn
conversation. Husband and wife had fallen
silent.

“Well, my sister-in-law has surely told
you the story. And Paul, of course, had to
add his bit.”

llYeS.lr

“And how is my sister-in-law?"”’

“It is hard for her.”

“Yes, indeed.” He paused, and pressed
the tips of his fingers into a dome. “But time
heals all wounds. If not in life, then beyond.
You don’t need to be a doctor or a Solomon
to know that. But the wounds are deep while
they last, and fester and rankle. My brother,
too, believe me, is nearly in pieces.”

“Yes.”

“He’s an observant man. Beside him I'm
an apikoros. | can understand him. | could
understand Ben too. Stephanie is. let’'s face
it, an intelligent girl and sympathetic. She
likes to laugh but isn’t flippant. If she were
Jewish . . . But go and change facts. She
isn’t. We all tried to dissuade him, but when
she became pregnant, there was nothing else
we could do. He married Stephanie and, from
what he said, was happy. Happy. Not like
that bickering pair out there. Rivka and Paul
have no children, never will have. She has
had all the tests.”

“And what of Stephanie and the child
now?”

“Stephanie? She has their terrace house
in South Yarra. Her parents live in Warrnam-
bool, but she won’t go back there. | suppose
she’ll go back to nursing. As | said, time
heals all wounds. She's a young woman,
she’ll probably marry again.”

Pincus Berlinski adjusted his skull-cap
and pursed his lips.

“‘Stephanie was at the funeral yesterday.
Paul made a scene. He wears his prejudices
on a sleeve, as they say. ‘What’s she doing
here? Ben is a cantor’s son. If it wasn’t for
her . . .” and so on. Rabbi Gettler, a gentle
man with a gift for diplomacy, quietened
him and directed the girl to another place,
behind Paul, out of sight. As it turned out
though she stood opposite my brother. They
couldn’t help but see each other. Over the
grave — perhaps there is symbolism in it —
just before they threw the earth on the coffin,
my brother raised his head. Stephanie was
looking at him. She stood straight, the tails
of her flimsy black shawl flapped, a blonde
curl had fallen over her brow. She didn’t
lower her gaze. If eyes could speak aloud,
he might have heard her ... She ap-
proached him after the funeral and perhaps,
| can only say perhaps, he might have spoken
to her, but Paul stepped between them, and,
taking his father-in-law by an arm, hurried
him away.

“l went up to her instead. Please accept
my sympathies,” | said. She nodded. | felt
she was looking for something in my face.

“She had come by taxi. | took her home
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where a girl-friend was minding the baby.
She invited me in and led me to the child’s
room. The room was musty, and smelled of
diapers and soap. Posters of animals and
cars had been stuck on the walls. In the
subdued light, the child was sleeping, his
fist close to his mouth. The brow was broad,
the cheeks full — Berlinski features, though
the hair was blond.”

It was getting late. My next surgery was
due to begin in half an hour.

“l had better speak with Ben’s father,”
| said, picking up my case and opening the
door.

In the lounge-room, the cantor Nahum
Berlinski looked at me with dull, almost im-
passive eyes. The lapel of his coat was torn,
grey bristles of beard had grown over his
chin. Beside him lay the Tenach, open at
Job.

“Please accept my. . .,” | began.

He waved a quivering hand, not letting
me finish. “Thank you,” he said.

“| knew of Ben,” | said awkwardly, having
nothing else to say.

“You didn’t go the same way?”

llNo'Yi

“Who is your father?”

| told him. “He owns a delicatessen in
St. Kilda.”

“Your father is a lucky man.”

| looked at my watch and straightened
to leave. “May the Lord comfort you . . ."”

He, too, straightened. | was conscious of
Pincus Berlinski nearby, and of Paul Ernest
smoking near the door. The cantor fixed me
with his gaze. He asked, almost in a whisper,
“Did you . . . did you know my son’s wife
as well?”

| shook my head.

As | turned to leave, a commotion arose
in the hallway. Rivka Ernest's jagged stac-
cato voice shattered the brooding oppres-
siveness that had developed.

“Mama, go back. You must rest. Is the
doctor still here? You tell her.”

“Now what?” | heard Paul Ernest say.

Pincus Berlinski strode towards the door.
“Malka,” he said.

Malka Berlinski came in. Her dressing-
gown was tied loosely about her waist. Her
face was flabby and suffused, her hair fell
in grey streams over her shoulders.

“Nahum, we are sinning!”

Pincus Berlinski took hold of her shoul-
ders with his large hands and led towards a
chair. But she freed herself and fell to her
knees before her husband.

“We ask for miracles, we pray for them.
There aren’t any. Not in this world . . .”

Th'e cantor bent towards her. | couldn’t
see his face. ‘“Malka, my precious,” he said.

“Ben is dead, Rivka is childless. After
them there is no-one, no-one!”

Rivka Ernest, pushing past Paul, hurried
towards her. Stray hairs escaped from her
tortured bun. Against the biack of her dress,
her face was drawn and ashen. ‘“Mama,” she
said bending over Malka Berlinski, then
c;c?ltéching beside her. “If | could give you a
child. . .”

The cantor placed a finger on her lips.
“Some things can’t be helped,” he said,
trying to placate.

Maika Berlinski took his hand. “Out there,
Nahum, out there is Ben’s child. Bring him
in. And his mother, for pity’s sake!”

Paul Ernest stepped forward. He looked
at me, then at Pincus Berlinski, seeking sup-
port. “What next?”’

“Nahum, listen, please!”

“A scandal. Think of the congregation,
your position. What will people say?” He
moved closer but Pincus Berlinski blocked
the way with his massive frame.

“For pity’s sake,” Malka Berlinski per-
sisted. “Perhaps pity, perhaps forgiveness is
the miracle.”

Nahum Berlinski placed a hand upon her
head. “Where can we find the strength?”

Rivka Ernest was sobbing. Her shoulders
heaved, once, twice, three times, then jerked
in quick convulsive movements. Her mother
tried to rise but could not overcome her
daughter’s weight upon her.

“This is madness,” said Paul Ernest,
pouting his lips and sucking at his pipe. He
had walked to the window and was looking
out.

Malka Berlinski turned her head, seeking
her brother-in-law. There were depths of
pain in her expression that were beyond
reaching.

“Pincus,” she called, “Bring her home.
You know where she lives. And the child

| could not stay any longer. It was getting
late and there was nothing more for me to
do. | nodded to Pincus Berlinski as he
Imoved towards the huddled group. Then |
eft.

Outside the shadows had lengthened. It
had become cool and a biting chill crept
into the bones. All about, there hung a smell
of compost and pine trees. And above the
houses and the trees, the late afternoon
air glowed with a mellow light.

| was not called to the Berlinski’'s house
again, although | did receive a note from
Rivka Ernest thanking me for my courtesy
and patience.
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FIRST IT WAS THE ABORIGINES

THEN THE UNIONS
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN HE LIBERALS RUN OUT OF SCAPEGOATS?

MAKE SURE YOU'RE NOT NEXT ON THE SCAPEGOAT LIST

Vote
Australian Labor Party

AND KEEP RACISM OUT OF AUSTRALIAN POLITICS.

Authorized: Cr. John Zelezrikow, 16 Virginia Court, South Caulfield 3162
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With Compliments

SWISS MODELS
Pey. Ltd.

MEN'S AND BOYS’ SPORTSWEAR
WOMEN'S AND GIRLS' SPORTS SLACKS
214 ALBION STREET, BRUNSWICK

Telephone: 36 7688
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Pty. Ltd.
121 High Street. Prhran.
Victoria

With compliments for the

Mare Chagall Celebrations
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Jetset Tours P ty. Ltd.

Package Deals

UBNTIMN - VN2 - INDNY - PPYIDRN

18th Floor, M.L.C. Building
Cnr. Collins & Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne, 3000.

Telephone: 62-0041
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