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EDITORIAL

“l WILL NOT DIE,
BUT LIVE"

(David Bergelson)

Serge Liberman

August 12th marks the thirtieth anniversary of
what has been termed "‘a footnote in the tragic story of
Soviet Jews'’. For on that day in 1952, twenty-four Yid-
dish writers were executed after a secret trial in which
they were charged with being “‘national bourgeois
Zionists”' and attempting to create a ‘‘National
Bourgeois Zionist Republic” in the Soviet Union.
Among the better-known of these writers were David
Bergelson, Peretz Markish, Itzik Feffer, David Hofstein
and Leib Kvitko.

The executions, brutal as any executions are, were
but the final irrevocable silencing of voices in a process
that had already effectively torn out the authentic
tongues of the condemned writers years before. The
final denouement was the ultimate — and inexorably
logical — act of a mind demented by paranoia such as
that which possessed Stalin at the time and of a com-
missariat that insisted upon political and ideological or-
thodoxy (however shifting the pivotal tenets of that or-
thodoxy) above art, above the individual, above
sophistication and integrity.

It may be instructive to trace the almost Greek-
tragic progression towards pre-determined and in-
evitable catastrophe.

In the Kiev of Imperial Russia, a new group of Yid-
dish writers began to appear in 1912-13. Through them
— David Bergelson, Der Nister (Pinhas Kahanovich)
Peretz Marklsh and David Hofstein — Yiddish Iiteraturé
in Russia moved away from the earlier folk-sources
shtetl-myths and “popular” styles, and tended towards
modernism, their aim being less to become specifically
Yiddish writers (as were, for example, Mendele Mocher
Sforim, Sholom Aleichem and I.L. Peretz before them)
than individual “"European’’ or secular writers for whom
Yiddish was their most natural medium. Accordingly
they opened themselves, in the liberal years followiné
the 1917 Revolution, to the influences of Russian and
western European impressionists, their Russian men-
tors and contemporaries being such illustrious figures
as Mayakovsky, Zamyatin, Olyesha, Pasternak and
Pilnyak, not to ignore Isaac Babel, the Jew who wrote
in Russian.
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-

bourne Chronicle” invites contributions

of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques

and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.

Some of these Yiddish writers were sympathetic to
the Bolshevik Revolution; younger ones such as ltzik
Feffer saw themselves as doctrinal Communists, totally
given over to the socialist ideal. With the change of
regime in 1917 and the advent of democratic liberties in
Russia, Yiddish cultural activity — writing, publishing,
and theatre — burgeoned. There was cause _fn_:)r hope,
stifled under the Czars. Many nurtured a vision of a
future of national expressiveness linked with social
transformation and put hope into practice by seeking
new literary modes which, for the older Yiddish writer,
meant the yoking of the Jewish past and the Eyro_pean
tomorrow. However, this was not every writers ideal;
often, tradition clashed with revolutionary desire and
not a few writers felt compelled to turn their backs fully
upon the shtetl and the culture it had nurtured.

In the relatively free years of the early 1920s, two
tendencies in Yiddish literature emerged: that which
tried to maintain autonomous Yiddish writing free of
political constraints and varied in tone, content and
technique aiming at the cultivated reader, and the
“proletarian” that sought to create a “poster-like
literature, militant in character, affirmative in tone, an
accessible to simple readers. Sharp debates erupted
between the two groups, centering upon the relation-
ship of literature to society, art to propaganda, Yiddish
culture to Soviet society, and Soviet Yiddish literature
to international Yiddish writing.
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These were, in a sense, halcyon days for Yiddish
creativity, but from the mid-1920s until the Second
World War, Yiddish literature was bridled with the same
stringencies imposed by the Stalinist state upon the
literatures of other minority peoples. Deviations —
‘petty bourgeois'’, “nationalist’ — were sought out;
Yiddish language was *'cleansed” of its Hebraic content
and religious references. What was written now had to
be ““socialist in content and national (i.e. Russian) in
form”. It was evident that Party constraints gave the
victory to the “proletarian’’ over the “‘autonomist”
writers, some of whom, to fulfil the inner compulsion to
create, submitted to the pressures of the time and
either bent towards “proletarian’ literature or turned to
translating the classics into Yiddish for a living. Where
writers did not, or would not, accommodate to Party
dictates, these were purged. Hence, in the late 1930s,
poets, novelists and critics such as Moshe Kulbak,
Charik, Axelrod and Litvakov, among others, disap-
peared in prisons or camps or were put to death.

This state of affairs obtained until the Second
World War. With war's outbreak, Russia annexed the
Baltic States, eastern Poland and northern Bukovino,
all with culturally-active Jewish communities. Added to
these were many Polish Jews who were evacuated into
the Russian interior upon the German invasion. Here,
Jews, too, played their part in the defence of Russia
with spirited contributions also from Jewish writers, ar-
tists and scholars. Itzik Feffer was moved to write:
“Stalin’s name, like the sun, will ever shine in the
world’’; for Bergelson, Jewry’s only hope lay in ... the
emerging Jewish centre in the Soviet Union"; while
Markish blazed: *“You have made a solemn declaration
with fire and blood ... pain — you the Jew! the soldier!
You! The Jew! The Red Army man!””

In 1942, Stalin created the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee of the Soviet Information Bureau *to
enlighten the Jewish masses in all countries about the
great historical accomplishments with which Soviet
reality is replete’’. On this committee sat, among
others, and at various times, Mikhoels, Feffer, Ehren-
burg, and Markish. Because the Soviet regirn_e, in an at-
tempt to gain wide support, now allowed, |ndee:d en-
couraged, the release of national sentiment, the Yiddish
writers felt free to express again their Jewishness
although these expressions were often linked with
praise for the regime. Feffer, for instance, who had
earlier turned against his roots, felt able to write: "'l am
a Jew ... The angry sword of pain and sadness has not
destroyed my possession, my fold, my faith ... From
under the sword | shouted, ‘I am a Jew ... who has
drunk from Stalin’s cup of happiness ...""", and Markish
exhorted, “'Carry your gun as you carry your Sefer
Torah!”’

But tolerance was short-lived. The war won, by
1948 a new anti-Semitic campaign was set in motion. In
May 1948, the State of Israel came into being, creating
for Stalin a domestic difficulty in terms of the dangers
of a possible resurgence of Jewish nationalism and
Zionism. These anxieties were accentuated in that
September when thousands of Jews, defying Soviet
police, escorted the Israeli Ambassador Golda Meir to
the Choral Synagogue for the High Holidays. The sense
of unity and solidarity among the Jews, heightened by
the war years, continued after the War. “The Jewish
State’’, wrote Feffer in a piece that proved the last he
was permitted to publish, ““cannot be considered the
monopoly of the Zionist Organisation or of the World
Jewish Congress; it is the responsibility of the Jewish
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people as a whole”. In the wake of these manifesta-
tions, new words and phrases were added to the anti-
Jewish vocabulary — Zionism was proclaimed “ the tool
of international imperialism’’, Jewish intellectuals were
“rootless cosmopolitans” to be ‘liquidated”. Pro-
gressively, Jewish cultural institutions were obliterated,
publication of books, journals and dailies was curtailed
or suspended, and scores of Yiddish writers were ar-
rested and either incarcerated in Soviet prisons or
deported to camps. And on August 12th, 1952, came
the execution of twenty-four of them.

These are but the chronological facts, of necessity
_skeq:hily drawn. But what gives them the aura of Greek
inevitability, the air that these Soviet Yiddish writers
were doomed from the outset?

It did not help that the definition of socialist
“orthodoxy’’ was a shifting one as were the attitudes of
the regime contingent upon political changes at home
and abroad. What was written in moments of relative
I?xlty and in keeping with the then-current orthodox
line came later to count against the author. In the
19203,_for instance, it was still permissible to write a
poem in praise of Trotsky as the staunchly communist
Itzik Feffer and Hofstein had done; by the 30s, this was
“Trotskyist-nationalist deviation”. In the 20s, too, the
“autonomists” could still introduce to the public a
“literary and art monthly ... containing contributions
from the best Yiddish writers, poets and artists from
Moscow, Kiev, Warsaw, Berlin and New York ...” and
aiming ““to unite all responsible creative elements that
are forging the aesthetic values of our epoch”’, Within a
decade, this was heresy, for it represented alliance with
the Social Democracy of Poland and the petty
bourgeois nationalism of New York, and gave recogni-
tion to the reality of international Yiddish literature
with themes and norms not necessarily determined b
the Russian revolutionary experience or its “guiding’”
Party which were to be its permanent consideration,

The Yiddish writer was trapped by yet another in-
eradicable fact — his Jewish origin and his language
however much he may have strived to escape the in.
fluence of the former. True, he may have wished to see
himself as a Russian writer, differing from others on
by virtue of the language he employed. He was ad‘-{
monished — and, indeed, often he tried — to eliminate
recognisable "Yiddishisms" and “Hebraisms’ from hjg
writing. But Yiddish was a language too entrenched jn
national and religious traditions; Yiddish speech
thought and manners could not help but employ motifg
and metaphors of the Jewish religious-cultural-nationg|
ethos, and it was almostimpossible to write anything in
Yiddish without, in time, resorting to Hasidic sayings,
folk proverbs and the imagery of religious belief. Were
one in fact to do so, one would be guilty of heresy tg
the socialist line; were one to abandon these, Yiddish
writing would be severed from its vital sources, this in
turn spelling the destruction of the very culture from
which it had arisen. Little wonder then that Yiddish
language and literature were crippled; that the Yiddisp,
writers fell behind the technical and thematic
sophistication of their colleagues in the West; that thej,
work remained often crude and simplistic in obedience
to the dictate of the State; that the earlier individuafity
even eccentricity, of such writers as Markish, Bergelsor,
and Der Nister became crushed.

His language trapped him within his fate in one aq.
ditional way. Yiddish is an international language, part
of an international culture; and to write in it was
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necessarily to be in touch, however limited the contact,
with other Yiddish writers throughout the world. Some
artists and writers had, in fact, visited or lived outside
Russia and had met fellow-writers in the West. This
alone stirred distrust and a suspicion that the Yiddish
writer moved towards a cultural universalism, a stance
scarcely compatible with either a totalitarian mentality
or the reigning state ideology. These fears, however
paranoid, found proof in the very practical
demonstration of unity with Jews everywhere upon the
creation of the State of Israel in 1948,

To survive, then, the Yiddish writers had either to
become silent — for a writer an almost biologically-
impossible demand — or to keep speaking and writing
as they were bidden, whatever the loss to art. Mere
loyalty to the State or one-time demonstrated paeans to
the leadership and the socialist ideal did not suffice. In
this way were the authentic tongues of these Yiddish
writers eviscerated well before arrest, imprisonment
and, finally — and gruesomely logically — the execu-
tioners’ bullets silenced them altogether.

What conclusions are to be drawn from all this?

Against the unheeding impersonal enormities of
history, even the best of these can only be banal and
frail; without commentary, some of them shall be listed:

1) the demented fear of a totalitarian regime for the
written word and, by implication, a recognition of the
inherent power of the pen;

2) the ever-present risk of subjugation and
emasculation of the individual in his dignity, freedom
and authenticity to the dictates of a fickle ideology and
to cynical expediency;

3) the urgency in every place to press for the in-
alienable rights of the individual, and the group, to ex-

press itself according to its own lights, the only irreduci-
ble requirements being artistic integrity and inter-
human harmony;

4) the call to remember and preserve the words of
those who have been sacrificed — no other word is as
apt — to the hunger of cruel and failed gods.

To preserve is to read, whether in the original or in
translation, so that David Bergelson's plea, applicable
to everyone everywhere deprived of speech, is
honoured when he cries ““Earth, O earth, do not cover
my blood!"*

For readers interested in the works of the Soviet
Yiddish writers rendered into English, the following
volumes are readily available:

Irving Howe & Eliezer Greenberg: A Treasury of Yiddish
Stories

Irving Howe & Eliezer Greenberg: A Treasury of Yiddish
Poetry

Irving Howe & Eliezer Greenberg: Ashes Out of Hope
Ruth Wisse: A Shtetl and Other Yiddish Novellas

With regret, itis announced that, owing to increas-
ed printing and mailing costs, the price of the
“Melbourne Chronicle’” must be raised. This represents
the first price rise since its inception nearly seven years
ago in December 1975. The price shall now be $1.50 per
issue; subscriptions $6.00 for four issues.

The Editorial Committee hopes that readers shall
continue to support the journal, finding in it both in-
tellectual sustenance and an outlet for their own ever-
welcome creative endeavours.

IDEAS THAT SHAPED JEWISH HISTORY

The roots of the philosophy, which shaped Jewish
history are to be found in the opening chapters of
Genesis. In the allegorical narration of the encounter
between Eve and the serpent, The Woman argued:
“We musn’t eat or even touch the forbidden fruit from
the etz ha-daat tov verah-from the Tree of Knowledge
of good and bad or we shall die.”” The serpent, however
in his efforts to persuade the woman, assured, that they
will not die: "“God knows very well that the instant you
eatit, you will become like Him, your eyes will be open-
ed, you will be able to distinguish good from evil.”"

Further down the same chapter we read: "‘The
man named his wife Chavah — Eve, for she shall
become the mother of mankind.’’

The allegory implied that Adam and Eve were given
the chance to live happily in the Garden of Eden, but
they opted to eat from the Tree of Knowledge to
distinguish between good and evil and they did so at
the expense of their happiness.

The symbolism of this encounter reflects in my
opinion the essence of Jewish philosophy. A confirma-
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Dr. M. Verstandig

tion of this point of view one can find in the story about
Hillel and the heathen, who came to him to be con-
verted on condition that he teach him the entire Torah
“‘while standing on one foot”. Hillel replied what is
hateful to you, do not unto your neighbor”, * thr;; is the
entire Torah, go home and study’’. To me Hillel's reply
was only another version of the knowledge to
distinguish good from evil.

From the point of view of Jewish philosophy the
most important aspects in the encounter between ;he
woman and the serpent was the serpent's explanation
that through the knowledge to distinguish good from
bad, the human being is given the chance to become
like God Himself.

The ancient Jewish symbolism was in s:tark con-
trast to the basic conceptions of the non-rlewmh world.
— The Greeks created their gods in their own human
image. All the human intrigues and vices, all the
idiosyncrasies of their own, they saw in the images of
their gods.
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Our symbolism in the opening chapter of Genesis
not only expresses the essence of Judaism, but it also
reflects the development of our history, a history in
search to come closer to the image of God.

From the pure philosophical or historical point of
view it does not make any difference whether God
made the Covenant with Abraham or Abraham made
the Covenant with his invisible God. — What really
matters is the idea of the Covenant itself, which ex-
pressed the everlasting bond between the people of
Israel, the Land of Israel and the invisible God with the
ultimate purpose to establish a perfect society, which is
able to distinguish between good and bad.

It was this Covenant, which separated the Jewish
people from the surrounding world.

The Roman historian Tacitus made an observation
on this Jewish separatism. Knowing very little about
Jews and their ideas and never hiding his anti-Jewish
feelings he maintained that Moses invented the
imageless monotheism because it differed so radically
from the polytheistic Egyptian practices and he in-
vented the Jewish rituals to set the Jews apart from all
other nations.

When Ezra and Nehemiah arrived in Judah with
the second aliyah from Babylon in the middle of the
fifth century BCE, they found the idea of the Covenant
in shambles. The Jews lived in the midst of a majority
pagan population. Intermarriage and worship of idols in
mixed marriages threatened the very survival of the
Jewish entity.

In order to remedy the situation Ezra and Nehemia
introduced two most important innovations. A ban on
intermarriage and canonization of the Five Books of

Moses.

At first glance the ban on intermarriage looks like a
racial legislation. But it is definitely not. It contains no
aspects of racial dominance. Its character was strictly
defensive, its purpose was to preserve the unique
Jewish way of life and to protect the Jewish minority
from being swamped by a dominant pagan majority.

Our sages later explained the Jewish restrictive
legislation in simple words. You should not dine and
wine with the heathens, because it may lead you to
their daughters and their daughters will lead you to idol-
worship, to paganism — so it was not the wine and not
even the daughters — the ultimate purpose was to keep
idol-worship outside the Jewish family.

With the second innovation, the compiling and
canonization of Five Books of Moses Ezra cleared the
way for the compilation and canonization of the whole
Bible in the first century CE —

The two innovations, the first in Jewish history,
were of such great importance for the preservation of
the Jewish people that the Talmud referred to Ezra as
the second Moses.

The Pharisee scholars, the Tanaim about 500 years
later, had to cope with another threatening situation —
the dispersion of Jews. In order to enable the Jews to
survive in the midst of a non-Jewish world, they for-
mulated some basic ideas. Just to mention a few most
important ones: — they proclaimed that any Jew sold
into slavery had to be ransomed within seven years by
the nearest Jewish community. The mitzvah pidyon
shvuyyim — the redemption of the captives, which sav-
ed hundreds of thousands.
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Although the Jews at that time spoke Aramaic, the
Tanalm'wrote down the Mishnah in Hebrew. Yehuda
Ha-Nasi, the last of the Tanaim spoke only Hebrew.
They introduced standard Hebrew prayer books and
liturgy not only to avert any changes or deletions in
prayers but also to encourage the revival of Hebrew as a
means of communication between Jewish communities
scattered, throughout the world.

_They introduced the concept of Minyan, thereby
forcing the Jews to keep together. The Minyan became
the nuc_leg.l‘s. of the Kehilah, which was charged with
responsibilities to provide Jewish education, to
organise judiciary and charitable institutions and to take
care of cultural and religious needs of the community.

To a certain extent, we can say that the Tanaim
packaged a set of innovations and ideas to enable the
Jews, scattered all over the world, to practice Judaism.

_Howevgr, the main invisible force, which secured
Jewish survival was the Messianic idea which gave the
hope for return to the Land of Israel where they will
build a society based on justice. In the biblical period
the meaning of Messiah passed through several stages.
In the first stage, it meant the annointed king. It was
part of a coronation ceremony. Samuel took a flask of
oil and poured it over Saul's head and said God an-
nointed you... In Samuel 2 appears the doctrine that
the Lord had chosen David and his descendants to
reign over Israel to the end of time.

2R T WARN M Mwwnb Ton nown
Isaiah speaks of the Persian king Cyrus as Messiah.

wNI% IMWRd N MR 0o

In the last biblical stage of the Messiah
’ ) g -conc
Isaiah emphasises the qualities of the future king ineaprf
ideal society where peace and justice will prevail,

We have, however, to emphasise that the Messiah i
the biblical and postbiblical period was always ?::;,I-,n
5|dgred ful!v human; he is an agent of God and never a
saviour as in the Christian meaning.

The postbiblical Messianic idea can be traced to
the time when Aristobulus 1 crowned himself as King of
Jydah. The Jews were shocked. Aristobulus murdered
his own mother and imprisoned his brothers. The
disillusion with the Maccabean rule became widespread
a{i)nd_‘tjhe Jews turned their memories to the House of

avid.

The second component of the postbiblical Mes-
sianic idea was the oppressive Roman occupation. The
Bar-Kokhbah revolt was a Messianic war, At this stage
the Messiah-concept was that of God's agent liberating
}he Jludeans from the Roman oppression and redeem
srael.

The Messianic idea developed later into a
philosophy and became an Article of faith. The principal
idea shifted again to reflect the hopes of Jews in disper-
sion. The Messiah as God’s agent leading the Jews
back to the Land of Israel, he will redeem and rule Israe|
and a perfect society will be established.

Maimonides incorporated this Messianic idea in the
12th Article of Faith.

Ahad Haam analysing the 13 Articles of Faith con-
cluded that from philosophical point of view the first
eleven Articles were logical, but in the last two Articles
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of Faith Maimonides disregarded any logic. — But Ahad
Haam appears to have disregarded the fact, that from
the point of view of ideas that shaped Jewish history,
the 12th Article relating to the advent of the Messiah
and even the 13th Article relating to the resurrection of
the dead, were the most logical ones and the most im-
portant ones, because these two Articles gave the Jews
hope of ingathering the Exile. Every Jew hoped and
believed in "'kol zeh achakeh lo bechol yom sheyavo”
— | will daily await the appearance of the Messiah —
and if he were not to live to see the advent of the
Messiah, he will be resurrected to witness this miracle.
The Lurian Kabbalah developed in Safed by Rabbi
Ashkenazi Isaac Luria and his disciples exercised an im-
mense influence not only on the Messianic idea but
more so on the Messianic movements.

Let’s have a quick look at this highly speculative
almost hair-splitting philosophy, which starts with the
process of creation and ends with the advent of the
Messiah. In the first stage of creation called Zimzum,
meaning contraction, God contracts from Himself into
Himself leaving a vacuum in which creation can take
place by a beam of light emanating from Ein Sof. In the
second stage this Divine Light being too strong causes
Shevirat ha-Kelim — breaking the vessels. Due to this
accident the sparks of Divinity are dispersed
everywhere but at the same time evil and darkness
enter the world and the holy sparks are held captive by
the kelippa, the power of evil. It is the essential task of
the Jewish people to restore the shattered elements to
harmony. This restoration is called Tikun with the final
result being redemption, announced by the appearance
of the Messiah.

Never mind what we in the 20th century think
about this mysticism but we should look at it from the
point of view of the 16th and 17th century, when two
colorful personalities David Reuveni and Shiomo
Molcho appeared in Rome. David Reuveni as the prince
of the Ten Tribes and Shlomo Molcho the Messiah.
They were received by the Pope Clement V11, who
sincerely believed in their mission and gave them letters
of introduction to the kings of Europe. They lost their
lives in the flames of inquisition before causing any
harm to the Jews in Europe.

It was the Shabbatean movement with its roots in
the Lurian Kabbalah which shook the world Jewry to its
foundation. Here we have to go back to the Lurian Kab-
balah. The Tikun-restoration, the redeeming of the
holy sparks from the power of evil was placed virtua lly
in the hands of the Jewish people. Consequently it may
be possible to force the early coming of the Messiah
through mystical speculation to dahak et ha-ketz. This
is exactly what Shabbetai Zvi, the kabbalistic scholar
was engaged in with his inclination to pronounce the
Shem Hamforesh, the Ineffable Name of God, which

no human being is supposed to know, let alone to
pronounce.

In May 1665 in Gaza he proclaimed himself the
Messiah and within less than a year he swept with him
almost the whole Jewish world. He proclaimed that no
holy sparks were left under the démination of the
powers of evil, the kelippot. He is going to lead the
Jewish people to the Land of Israel, the time of in-
gathering the exiles arrived.

What happer]ed in the Jewish communities in
Europe, Minor Asia and Africa is almost unbelievable.
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Fasts and repeated ritual bath, people would lie down
naked in the snow for half an hour. Many sold their
properties to provide themselves with money for the
journey to the Holy Land, others were convinced they
would be transported on clouds. Wealthy Jews made
arrangements for hiring ships to transport the poor to
the Holy Land. Trade and commerce came to a stand-
still.

After distributing the kingdoms of the earth among
the faithful Shabbetai Zvi sailed to Constantinople to
depose the Sultan. From there he intended to march to
the legendary river Sambatyon to release the Ten
Tribes.

He was sure of his calling and believed that super-
natural intervention would bring his Messianic mission
to fruition.

Shabbetai Zvi was arrested on Feb. 6th 1666 and
given the choice between being put to death or conver-
ting to Islam, he accepted conversion and assumed the
name Aziz Mehmed Effendi. What is most asto_mshspg
is that the Shabbetean movement did not die with
Shabbetai’'s conversion. Shabbetean circles existed
through the 18th century almost to the first few
decades of the 19th century until they completely
disintegrated.

There is no doubt that all of those Messia_nic
movements centred around and expressed the yearning
of the Jewish people in dispersion for the restoration of
Jerusalem and the Land of Israel. There was one only
exception and that was the Messianic movement of
Jacob Frank in the middle of the 18th century.

The damaging effects of all the false Messiahs and
their movements on the body and soul of the Jewish
people coupled with a new wave of pogroms in eastern
Europe caused deep despair which threatened the very
Jewish existence.

In these circumstances the emergence of Baal
Shem Tov and his revivalist Hasidic movement has to
be appreciated as much as the bitter opposition by the
scholarly rabbis against the Hasidim should be
understood.

Looking back at the history of Jewish survival,
Gentiles and Jewish historians tried to ur]ravel this
mystery. Frederick the Great of Prussia said the ex-
istence of Jews is evidence of the Lord’s guidance in
history. The first Jewish history from the time of Jesuli.
to the end of the 17th century was written by a Frenc I
Protestant, Basnage. To him the Jews were the biblica
burning bush, not consumed by the fire.

Since Josephus Flavius to the end of the 19th 0331'
tury Jews did not even bother to record their 0
history.

Jewish scholars, men of letters failed us in this
respect. Interestingly Ahad Haam, the philosophical
essayist, whose trademark was culture, tried to make a
virtue out of this unexplained negligence.

The first great Jewish historian was He’",f'g-h
Graetz. However he still was under the influence of ";
Geistes and Leidensgeschichte” in the tradition O
Leopold Zunz and the Jewish mission theories of D‘g
Judische Wissenschaft. He did not _understank
Hassidism, he considered Hassidim as a wild and da'.'n
mob. He ignored the social and economic factors |d
Jewish history. He could not find even a umf-::arr}'_let
name for the subject of his research. The title of the II‘;S
two volumes was *'Die Geschichte der Israeliten, the
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third volume ““Die Geschichte der Judeer’’, the follow-
ing volumes — “Die Geschichte der Juden.” Con-
sequently Graetz failed to explain the unique forces and
events which shaped Jewish history and secured
Jewish survival.

It was Simon Dubnow who originated new con-
ceptions in viewing Jewish history. His sociological
conception marked a turning point in Jewish
historiography. The Jewish people on the historical
roads in dispersion created original forms for self
preservation — autonomous organs. The Kehila
substituted for territory and statehood. The Kehila was
a powerful institution. It levied taxes, enforcable by the
state if necessary. The Kehila budget took care of the
religious, educational, judicial and social needs of the
Jewish community. Within the Kehila there was
religious, social and cultural independence. The Kehila
governed the Jew from the cradle to the grave. The
status of the autonomy was the result of negotiations
with the rulers of the respective states.

Dubnow propounded the doctrine of “*hegemony”’
as the key to understand the past. The Jewish com-
munity, more successful than others in the field of
national creativity, became the “centre” influencing all
other communities.

The Palestinian centre was followed by the Baby-
lonian centre, which exercised “hegemony’’ until the
10th century. Later the “hegemony’’ shifted to Spain
for another 500 years only to be replaced by the Vaad
Haarzot (The Council of Lands) of Poland and
Lithuania. In every period, as by force of gravity,
Jewish communities in the whole world tended towards
the current centre.

No doubt, Dubnow made very valid observations as to
the unique institutions, created by the Jews in order to
secure national survival. His “World History of the
Jewish People” is a monumental work. But he viewed
Jewish history in such a way that the spiritual
autonomy became the ultimate purpose per se. For him
the Kiyum and hemshech of the Jewish people was the
preservation of the autonomy and not the way around.
He ignored the force behind the struggle for national
survival, the perennial bond between the Jew and the
Land of Israel. He ignored the fact that the Jews
created all those unique institutions, which constituted
the spiritual autonomy in the ultimate expectation of
the restoration of Jerusalem.

However, Dubnow’s doctrine of ‘“hegemony’’ re-
mains as valid as ever. After 2000 vyears the
‘hegemony” returned to the centre, where it originated
— Jerusalem.

YIDDISH WRITERS IN AUSTRALIA

THE CONTROVERSIAL YEHOSHUA RAPOPORT (A Profile)

To this day, the name of Yehoshua (0.) Rapoport
evokes great respect among those who knew him. To
them, he was an authority in literature, in biblical mat-
ters and public affairs, a man around whom writers
assembled to learn the art of self-expression and of
creative writing, and whose own writings were keenly
read in Australia and abroad.

0. Rapoport, together with his wife Mala and son
Amos, arrived in Australia from Shanghai in 1947. He
had come there in the early 1940s with a small group of
refugees who had escaped Nazi-occupied Europe.
Despite the alien environment and the cramped condi-
tions of a concentration camp, compounded by hard-
ship, desolation and hunger, he felt the need for self-
expression, As Yiddish print was unavailable, he wrote
many pamphlets in Russian. Later, however, when
through the good auspices of friends in America, he
gained access to Yiddish type, he published
slender booklets and edited a magazine in Yiddish. In
these, he voiced the plight of the refugees and wrote
a series of literary essays in which he displayed his
formidable mental capacity and versatile intellectual
range.

After his arrival in Australia, he became Editor of
the weekly tabloid, the "*Yiddishe Neies'’, into which
he breathed new life and set new standards in con-

*Gedaliah Shaiak, journalist, writer and artist, has just published a novel
“Force and Defiance’.
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temporary local journalism. His articles were erudite
and his writings interspersed with Talmudic proverbs
which added deeper meaning to his expressed
thoughts. His articles also interpreted the daily news
and commented on world affairs and became an
eagerly-sought-after source of information for the
frustrated Jewish immigrant who could not yet read
English. He was, further, a persuasive speaker, his lec-
tures at the Kadimah, (then in Carlton) attracting full
houses.

As well as admirers and disciples, Rapoport had his
detractors too, men who also regarded themselves as
writers and community spokesmen, particularly of the
Left, who attacked his outspokenness against Soviet
Russia. | well recall an incident which occurred at a
gathering of writers at the fashionable Hotel Savoy-
Astoria in New York in 1965. Learning that | had come
from Melbourne, two well known writers turned to me
and asked, "“and how is your needler O. Rapoport these
days?’’ | could only make light of the matter with a
generalisation.

The sentiment expressed by these writers echoed
the dissatisfaction of many writers who felt hurt by his
pen. He was endowed with immense foresight and vi-
sion into the issues of his day, and many of his predic-
tions were fulfilled. He was also a prolific writer of ar-
ticles and essays which found their way into the press
and into his many books. But he was a harsh
critic, a man of strong opinions, who had contempt for
dilettantish scribbling and denounced it mercilessly. He
insisted on clarity of expression and absolutely correct
grammar. He did, however, encourage young aspiring
writers and poets in whom he detected at least a glim-
mer of talent. He was not one to flatter or be flattered
and was devoid of jealousy. From those who had sur-
vived the Nazi years, he demanded that they put pen to
paper and perpetuate their experiences.

Rapoport, originally from Bialystok, then from
Warsaw, became in time a household name in literary
circles at home and abroad, respected for his
judgements in belles-lettres as for his erudition in the
classical works of world literature and in Talmud, and
for his translations of Russian, German, French and
Hebrew writers. A number of his essays were,
themselves, translated into English and published in
“Quadrant”’. The bulk of his work appeared in a succes-
sion of books. Among these were: "‘Drops of Faith’
(1948), “Harvest after the Storm'* (1948), *‘Heroes and
Victims of the Transition Period” (1949), “Random
Leaves” (1957), “Glimmering Lights in the Mist”
(1961), “Seeds in the Wind"”, and the outstanding
“Biblical Interpretations’’ (1961).

In the Introduction to his ’Biblical Interpretations'’,
he wrote:

“In the world there is only one book that requires
an encyclopaedia of its own: not because of reverence
towards it, nor because it is the ‘“‘Book of
Books"” — the Bible — but because of sheer necessity
because it is itself encyclopaedic in content and scopé
and of immense influence upon the culture and history
of mankind. It is sufficient to point out that the Bible
has been translated into more than a thousand
languages and dialects to appreciate the extent of its in-
fluence upon the development of civilisation.'*

In the first chapter of his “Glimmering Lights in the
Mist”*, he points an accusing finger at post-War Euro-
pean literature, writing:
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““European literature has barely reacted to the
Jewish tragedy. This comes out clearly and shows the
moral bankruptcy of the world, its atrophy and decay,
its literature too powerless to respond. Where there is
no morality and protest, there is no literature.””

In the early 1950s, Rapoport parted with the *“Yid-
dishe Neies” following a dispute with the paper's
management. He began, instead, to write a weekly col-
umn for the “’Yiddishe Post’’ (now defunct), then under
my editorship. His column, “In Pintl Arein’”’, (“In the
Bull's Eye") was the vehicle through which he aired
controversial issues. The columns became compelling
reading, highly acclaimed by its readers. In that col-
umn, he had unreserved freedom and wrote both on
literary and current events. His critical
analyses of the Kremlin and its world strategy as he
perceived it, however, angered the Left in the com-
munity who despised him. But he remained impervious
to criticism, threats and abuse.

To those who knew him intimately, his legacy and
memory survive. He died in 1971 and his private papers
and numerous unpublished manuscripts have
found a place in the Library of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem.

PROGNOSIS

Joan Ackland

How suddenly light becomes darkness.

The flick of a switch

And we are lost —

Our known uncherished world dissolves away;
Senses and reason flounder;

Values disintegrate.

One moment we are running in the wind.
The next, we kneel

Disabled, blind,

Inchoate and numb with fear —

To shape our simple knowledge

Into prayer.

How suddenly the pattern,

The routine,

Turn chaos and despair.

The smiling face of yesterday

Is stilled —

Guttered and glazed with pain . . .
And we are left alone

In darkness

Deeper than the heart can bear;
While the cruel crab

Scuttles through the brain.
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COATS OF ARMS

You can tell a person by his coat. Brisk,
businesslike types wear burberry, pampered women are
clad in mink or mohair and the insecure slink around in
faded colours and tent-like shapes.

My mother is the exception. Whether camouflaged
in sealskin, persian lamb or camelhair, she is stubbornly
and defiantly herself. Only fools get taken in by her
many disguises. She can wade through thick scrub and
emerge spotless on the other side. No burrs ever attach
themselves to her clothes. My mother goes through life
untouched and unaided, lonely and proud in her many
coats.

My father was killed before | was born. All that re-
mained of him were a tallith and an overcoat.

The coat, a black-and-white herringbone tweed
used to hang in the wardrobe. As a small child, |
wanted to ask my mother about its former owner, but
didn’t dare, because of my stepfather.

It hung in the dark, silent and enigmatic for years.
When nobody was looking, | would get hold of one
sleeve and touch it with my cheek, breathing in the
sweet, comforting smell of pipe tobacco. | tried to
decipher my father's face from the pattern, but it was
no use. The black-and-white zig-zags were more
obscure than Hebrew.

In Europe everybody wore grey coats during the
post-war years, The sky was always grey. | don’t recall
ever seeing a rainbow. Grey buildings hovered over
grey people, some of who tried to salvage their meagre
belongings by poking sticks in the ashes under the
rubble.

Life dragged on, grey and dreary, until one day we
arrived in Australia to a burst of sunshine. People went
about coatless, looking well fed and contented, lulled
by golden light. But | still carried that greyness inside
me.

“You are a big girl now,’” mother beamed at me on
my fifteenth birthday. “It only seems yesterday that
you were five. How you’ve changed!”

““She is stupid,’’ | thought. ““I was never five. |
came into the world all grown up. Even old.”

She bought me a jaunty red coat, but it didn’t lift
the greyness. Red is my mother’s favorite colour. She
says red is the colour of hope.

| was without hope, afraid of e\_.rerything and
everybody. | was afraid of finding a boyfriend and | was
afraid of never finding one. Grey fear weighed me down
under my red coat. With my head hanging down and
old fashioned plaits, few boys ever noticed me.

I left school at 16 and worked in a succession of
dead-end jobs, bossed about by dull, grey people, who
sneered at my timidity. By 27 | had no self-confidence
at all. Maybe that's why | married the first man who was
kind to me.

He wore a herringbone overcoat when we met. It
was too big for his slight frame. His eyes, dark and
hungry, pleaded for understanding. | made up my mind
to marry him on a cold day, when he took off his coat
and put it over my shoulders.
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by Miriam Rothbaum

The marriage was a mistake. What | needed was a
security blanket, not a husband.

My “‘security blanket”” had needs of his own. He
wanted to be with me all the time. He spoke in a clear,
modulated voice, but | didn't hear him. He bought
presents wrapped in shiny paper, sent me greeting
cards with the word “"FOREVER" scrawled on them.
“FOREVER", all the cards pledged.

My husband looked stubbornly thin and hungry,
his weight unaltered, no matter what | cooked for him.

“Why don’t you feed him?"” complete strangers
asked me accusingly.

My husband’s eyes, black pools of pain, looked
even lonelier than | felt.

On long winter nights he played his cello in the
next room, trying to coax some response from it he
couldn’t get from me. The cello moaned in the next
room and | grieved over the closeness | might have
known with another man.

One day he left. | still don‘t understand why it hurt,

The years went by. Fewer and fewer men looked at
me with any interest. | was too busy trying to survive to
worry and §h0ught maybe | wasn’t meant to find
anyone special.

Then, shortly before my husband summoned me
to the Get (religious divorce ceremony), | fell in love.

The man, Aaror: gently made me aware of my ig-
norance and helped me to learn about my religious
heritage. We would stay up until all hours and talk
about the Talmud. For the first time, | understood the
concept of co-operation with G-d in His purpose. | felt
like someone who has been rich all along without realis-
ing itand was at last able to claim a legacy.

Aaron was very reserved, so much so, that he did
not even hold my hand. But | still felt his love envelop-
ing me. He promised he would see me after the Get and
this knowledge sustained me during the ordeal that
followed.

The rabbi asked me to bring my mother a week
before. He wanted to speak to her. But how could |?
My mother had worn out all but one of her coats and
was now defenceless. Her last coat was threadbare,
with the lining torn to shreds. It was once red, the col-
our of hope. She loved my husband like a son. | did not
bring her.

When | arrived, a young woman was just ab‘out'to
leave the synagogue after receiving her Get. Looking in-
dignant, she marched straight past ber ex-husban'd,
closing the heavy flaps of her coat in his face. A 'hostale
house, banging shut its twin doors. The woman’s coat
hardened over her like cement, while he staggered to
another exit, with his pain, a stump, dragging after him,

My husband, soon to be remarried, was waiting.
He averted his eyes. The three rabbis and witnesses
looked at me with polite indifference. Figures so solemn
and grey, they could never have known hope, passion,
joy. Outside, the rain was beating down, surely a
reproof for my sins. The rabbi opposite questioned one
of the witnesses.
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“‘Did you, Efraim, son of Yehuda, write this docu-
ment?"’

The rabbi is cross-examining the witness. He
should be cross-examining me. | was the one who did
wrong. | hurt my husband who was good to me. When
they read out my father’s Hebrew name, | imagined him
in his herringbone coat, watching over me protectively.
The next thing | knew, | was offering my husband his
freedom in my cupped hands. Then it was over.

"As a divorced woman, you are not permitted to
marry a Cohen,’’ one of the rabbis called after me. “But
don’t worry. There are lots of others to choose from."’

"This doesn’t concern me,”” | thought. “I don’t
know any Cohens."”’

Outside the rain had stopped. A rainbow burst out
of the sky, embracing the grey earth. The promise of a
new beginning. | thought happily of Aaron waiting for
me and my heart went out to Him, who made the
rainbow. Aaron brought a present. He handed it to me
with a smile. It was a pot plant with a plastic sign under

the leaves, reading: “GUARANTEED TO FLOWER IN
THREE MONTHS".

| told Aaron what the rabbi said about Cohens.

He looked at me darkly.

“I'm a Cohen,’” he said, folding his arms. For the
first time, | noticed he never wore a coat.

But he soon bought one. A thick, grey monstrosity,
he insists on wearing all the time now. | don’t recognise
him anymore.

And he holds back. Withholds. Dispenses love in
miserly driblets through words alone. He speaks less
and less.

| am writing letters to Aaron with the word
“forever’’ splattered all over the pages. Letters | will not
mail. The plant, guaranteed to flower in three months,
is still barren. It will never flower.

Tomorrow | will buy myself a herringbone coat to
keep warm. | must get my own warmth. Then | will wait
patiently for another rainbow.

QUIET ELUSION

Tears filled Elly’s eyes as she watched the tall, thin
figure being led from the Courtroom, his dark sad eyes
cast downwards. The sentence — ten years’ imprison-
ment for betraying his country.

Once more he was to be taken away from her. Elly
saw him again in her mind interned behind the wire of a
concentration camp. After that she had believed he was
dead and she would never see him again.

Elly’s son, Michael, was born before the war had
finished. The child was a legacy from one of the camp
guards, Martin Schroeder, once a friend of Elly and her
family, until she married a Jew, Claud Wise. Schroeder
had consented to let her see Claud, but on certain con-
ditions to his own advantage. How she hated him and
all that went with him.

After the war Elly and Michael managed on what
little they had in their war-torn country. Unlike her own
family, however, one person had remained loyal to ‘the
Jew's wife’, a former school-friend and nurse, Hilde
Schmidt.

As Hilde had lost her husband in the war she was
glad to have Elly and Michael to share her tiny flat.
There was plenty of work for nurses.

One bleak, wet night Hilde came home drenched.
"] should have taken my coat,” she said, tying her
dressing gown as she entered the kitchen where Elly
was making supper. ““How’s the new job, the hospital?
said Elly, putting a large pot of soup on the stove,

“’Rather grim”, said Hilde, her voice quiet and
short.

»Sit down, Elly,”” she said at last.

“Yes?" Elly turned suddenly and sat at the table.

"Elly"”", she said, “where | am working now, there
are not only wounded soldiers, there are also some
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A story by Margaret Houghton

people from the concentration camps — "'

Elly felt her face turning pale. *’Go on, please,’’ she
said. “Well,”” said Hilde, ’I'm not sure, but I think Claud
is there.”” Elly gasped. ;

“He doesn’t look the same, but there is something
about his eyes —"*

Elly was lost for words. ““Can | see him?” SI:IF
whispered. Hilde put her hand on Elly’s shoulder. |
have asked the Red Cross to check’’, she said. “There
is a number on his arm. He does not speak."”

Elly put her head in her hands. “’Claud!” she
whimpered. "“Let us wait and see what the authorities
can find out”, said Hilde.

““| am Sister Schmidt”, Hilde said at the inquiry
desk in the Red Cross Building. *“You were going to try
and find out some information about one of the patients
at the hospital where | am working.?"’ _

*“Straight down the corridor to your left, third door
on the right”, replied the receptionist. ]

““Come in,”” said an English female voice as Hilde
knocked lightly on the door.

/| am Sister Schmidt —'* began Hilde. :

““| know", said the stern bespectacled lady behind
the desk. Without looking at Hilde, she‘plcked up a
sheet of paper and read from it: *’Claud Wise. Jew. Nod
63592. Sent to concentration camp 1942. Transferre
1943. Auschwitz 1944. Presumed dead. Found by Allies
in a wood 1945, Presumably dumped or crawled out of
camp. Brought to Red Cross November 18. Placed in
hospital December 1945. End of record. At least we
could help this time,”* she said shortly. “Their records
were not always so accurate.”’

““Thank you so much’’, said Hilde.
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Asking no questions the clerk showed Hilde to the
door.

Elly stared blankly at the rows of beds bearing the
wounded and dying from a five-year war which had
been over for just one year.

Hilde touched her gently:
“Here is Claud"’, she said.

Elly gazed down at the wasted face from which
huge dark eyes engulfed her.

’Claud!’’ she gasped.

““Careful”, said Hilde.

For a moment Elly stood motionless. “Here is a
chair”, said Hilde, “Sit for a while”. Her husband'’s lips
moved slightly. Then Elly, letting out a resounding sob,
cradled the gaunt face in her hands, burying her head
alongside his in the pillow.

“Elly”’, she heard him cry faintly.

Sitting on the floor that night, Elly turned from
watching Michael building with his blocks to staring in-
to the fire. Claud’s deep haunted eyes seemed to reach
back to her from the flames. “What happened to him?"’
she asked Hilde.

Looking up from her book, Hilde said: ‘“He may not
walk again. The doctors had to remove a part of one
foot. It was gangrenous. They also had to amputate
two fingers on his right hand. They had been broken".

“He was a wonderful artist!"* Elly cried,. leaping up
quickly and leaving the room. Those eyes, his, met hers
in the darkness each time she woke throughout the
night.

The time was long and drawn-out for Elly, as she
watched and waited daily at the hospital. Claud spoke
softly but seldom. He progressed slowly, from the bed
to a wheelchair and then to a pair of crutches. His club-
foot, although heavy, gave him some kind of stability in
standing. Medication was constant to relieve the pain in
his legs and tranquilisers were added when he had
regained awareness of his identity, when memories of
his fate returned and when the nightmares took over his
sleeping hours.

The great day came at last when C[aud set asu.‘te
his crutches and walked down the corridor on Elly’s
arm, despite his being still a head and a half taller than
she. The hospital matron intercepted the fifth walk from
the ward to the end of the passage, as Elly and Claud
were giggling excitedly. “‘Time Mr. Wise went back to
bed!"’, she said

Elly usually met Michael in the park opposite the
hospital after he had finished school. This particular Fri-
day the children had been dismissed early. As Michael
ran towards the seat where his mother usually sat, he
saw that there was a man sitting beside her and that
they were holding hands. Michael stopped running and
walked slowly towards them. ‘“Mama?’’ he said.

“"Michael, ** she said, ““you are early.” .

Michael looked at the thin, sick-looking man in a
dressing-gown.

“’Michael,”” said Elly gently, *this is Claud.”

“Hello,”" said Michael. Claud smiled briefly. Then
he turned to Elly. The moment was awkward. Michael
and Claud both looked bewildered. ““I think we had bet-
ter be going'’, said Elly.
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“Mama?” Michael whispered looking up at her.
Elly was embarrassed. The nurses and the other
patients were about to go.

“Are you coming back with us, Claud?’’ said a
nurse.

"I will bring him back”’, said Elly.

“Michael is my son’, she said when the others had
gone, holding tightly on to Claud.

“Michael, Claud is my husband.” She tried to
smile at the boy, her bottom lip quivering. ““He has been
sick for a long time"’.

Turning to Claud, she said: “You remember Martin
Schroeder.” She began to weep, shaking her head.
““He let me see you —*'

Claud looked down.

“I remember”’, he said.

Now Michael and Claud were trying to comfort
her.

“Don't cry, Mama", said Michael, *“We'll soon be
friends.” Then he said to Claud: *'You see, my father
was a soldier and he was killed in the war.”’

“I see,’ said Claud, "I'm sorry."’

The pain of the cruel lie she had told her son stabb-
ed at Elly’s heart, even though she realised that children
had rather a mixed idea of family relationships, especial-
ly when they had only one parent. Many children had
fathers killed at the war.

“I had better go back”’, said Claud.

“1 will come and see you again,"’ said Michael.

Elly’s eyes were still burning as she kissed her hus-
band good-bye.

As Hilde climbed the last step of the third floor to
their tiny flat, she heard raised voices. A child was cry-
ing.

‘“He was a bad, cruel man?’’ screamed Elly.

““Mama’.” cried Michael.

“That is what he did to Claud. Your father was a
wicked man?”’

““What happened?!’’ cried Michael.

“"He was no soldier, your father. He is not even
dead! He was a guard at a concentration camp where
they sent Jews, like Claud. They starved them, beat
them and killed millions of them. Your father was a
coward! After the war he ran away so he wouldn't be
punished. | hate him! May he be dead! He made me
have a baby and that was you!"’

“Elly!"” cried Hilde, entering the room. Michael sat
sobbing, his head in his hands.

“It is true!”” shouted Elly. ““We all know. It is time
he knew too.” She ran from the room slamming the
door behind her.

Michael sat at the table shaking. Hilde poured him
a glass of milk, putting her hands on r:us shoullgers. He
sat staring at the milk. “’My father isn't dead,"” he fa'd
to himself, “but he must have been a very bad man,

“Drink up, Michael,” said Hilde, “'your Mama wij|
feel better in the morning.”’

**| hope she will still love me,’” he said.

“Of course she will,"”” Hilde comforted him.

Later that year, Claud was discharged from the
hospital. It was a difficult climb up three flights of stairs
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even with the aid of Elly and Hilde. Therefore his only
outing was once a week when he visited the doctor.

One day when he was alone in the flat, Claud stop-
ped short. Leaning on his stick he gazed at a pile of his
drawings on the table. Carefully he began looking
through them in turn. There were many of Elly, of the
camp, of the days before when they were happy. Claud
turned away for a moment, then he sat down and
began to look more closely.

Some of the paper had only been used on one side.
Taking a pencil from the dresser, he took several sheets
to the window and began sketching the trees below.
Then he went to the fireplace where he found some
charred wood and he also drew with this. Holding the
thick wood between his thumb and little finger he soon
began drawing more freely and rapidly. Claud became
so engrossed that he did not hear the click of the door.
Michael stood watching him for several moments, Then
he went over to the window where Claud was rubbing
the charred wood over the paper. Thin lines crossed the
page with x marks at intervals which had the
resemblance of barbed wire. Heavy vertical strokes
looked like posts holding the wire together. They
became heavier and darker as Claud's hand moved
more quickly each time. Claud stopped silently as if
frightened out of a dream. He looked at Michael ner-
vously.

““You like to draw, Claud?’’ said Michael shyly.

“Yes,' said Claud.

“Go on," said Michael.

“I've finished,”" said Claud, picking up the draw-
ings and taking them from the room.

When Elly returned she stopped short as she open-
ed the top drawer of the chest in the bedroom. There
were the drawings she had left on the table plus some
extra ones.

*’Claud,” she said, ""you did these today?"’

“Yes,” said Claud, laying on the bed gazing at the
ceiling.

“I'm pleased,” she said hesitantly, looking closer
at the work. ‘| must go away from here, Elly,”’ he said
at last. "It is always with me."’ Turning over he buried
his face in the pillow. Then he said: “For a while | was
away when | did that drawing, but | cannot leave this
flat on my own."”

"I know, my darling,” she said, sitting beside him,
“put places are so hard to find."”

“I mean | must leave this country,” he cried, |
cannot live here any more."’

**You mean like your brother?'’ said Elly.

*’My brother?"’ said Claud sitting up.

Once again Elly felt slightly awkward. “Well,”” she
said, I think he went to Israel after the war — | saw

hi-rfn once.” Claud’s large eyes stared piercingly at his
wite.

““Ben is alive? in Israel?’’ he said.
““Yes,’’ said Elly. "Yc_:u have been so sick | did not
want to talk to you about it just yet,”’ she said.

"Please let us go there,” he said grasping her
hands. ““Please help me forget.”

““Of course, my darling,” she said, ““anything you
want.”’

Michael was standing at the door holding a large
pad. "What s it, Michael?" said Elly.

Melbourne Chronicle

I want to draw,”’ said Michael, “like Claud."”’

’Come here,”’ said Claud. He began telling Michael
about the many different ways there were of drawing.
Soon they were both squatting on the floor drawing all
kinds of things. Michael sat close to Claud thinking how
clever he was to draw so well with only two fingers and
a thumb.

“It might be a good time to leave,” said Hilde at
dinner. “Immigration is no longer illegal and if | could
contact Ben —"

“"Would you?"’ cried Elly.

““Well you may have to live in a community camp
for a while, but | believe they are beginning to build
houses.”

Claud listened intently and silently. He scarcely
remembered when he had last felt freedom. It was as
though his own family, the art school he went to had
never really existed. All were gone long ago.

Hilde cried and hugged Elly before they boarded
ship. Michael stayed close to Claud as if offering some
kind of protection, besides trying to understand his own
feelings of confusion and bewilderment in the large
crowds of people all anxious to leave.

""Good luck!’ called Hilde.

“Write to us,’” replied Elly as the ship began to
move away.

During the long voyage, Claud spent hours, day
and night, scanning the infinite expanse of water.
Freedom floated in the salty air and called in the cry of
the gulls. He paid little attention to the people around
him, who bore similar scars of war to his own.

Ben was there to meet them when they finally
landed. For some moments Claud and his brother look-
ed at the past years of time and experience In each
other’s faces, before falling into a long embrace, which
became a foursome as Ben extended his arm around
Elly and Michael.

They moved into a small stone house, one of a
newly-built settlement.

Claud stood outside gazing around at all the other
square blocks built to the same design. The land felt hot
and empty. He moved his feet about the sandy ground.
There were no steps, no fences. All was flat. A man
nearby spoke to Claud in a different language. Claud lit
a cigarette and turned away. His mind flashed con-
tinuously from the past to the present.

For many weeks to come Claud pondered his new
surroundings, seldom speaking to anyone except Elly
and Michael.

Elly sent Michael to a convent school nearby.

Claud sauntered down the road one day, his |9::
foot dragging unco-ordinately. He had noticed an a
supply shop while in the village with Elly. :

Suddenly a truck stopped, laden with t:mb?r.

“*Are you going to the town?’’ asked the driver.

"“Yes," answered Claud.

“Would you like a lift?"’

““Thanks,” replied Claud. He managed to clamber
up into the high cabin beside the driver.

*’Save a few steps, eh?’’ said the driver.

“Yes,' said Claud.
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From the cabin Claud felt the sense of height, with
full view of the surrounding landscape as the open
panorama of the countryside flashed past.

“I must refuel,” said the driver, ‘‘then | must
deliver this load for the new settlement up yonder.
There is plenty of work now.’” “Thanks,” said Claud,
“I'll be all right,"" as he lowered himself to the ground.

It was the first time Claud had been quite alone.
There were small shops and markets and he felt a
strange fascination. Never before had he seen such a
mixture of people in costume appearing beside their
wares. He could hear the faint music of an orchestra in
the distance.

Suddenly Claud found himself in the midst of such
a huge crowd that he had difficulty in moving. A voice
was calling out above the rest. There were mainly men
who were crowding closer to see and hear. A man
moved slightly to make way for Claud.

“What is happening?’* asked Claud.

“It is an auction sale,”’ said the man. “They are
selling old farm machinery.”

Claud was too deep in the crowd now to find his
way out. The auctioneer was standing on top of a
smallish truck.

“Is that for sale?’’ asked Claud.
“Yes,'" answered somebody else.

The bidding had begun. Claud began to raise his
hand. The auctioneer said it was in working order and
‘much better than a donkey.’

“Sold to the man in the blue cap,” yelled the auc-
tioneer pounding his hammer. All eyes turned to Claud.
He had no money and he felt very nervous.

“Is there a telephone here?’’ Claud asked.
*'Qutside there is,”’ said a man pointing.

Managing to push his way through the crowd,
Claud found the phone. Finding a number for Military
Headquarters, he dialled quickly. “Is Commander Ben
Wise there?’ he said. "'Ben? It's Claud. | need some
money. I’ve just bought a truck. That’s right — | think
so. Remember when Papa taught me to drive. Yes, |
would like to work. Thanks, Ben, I'll see you later.”

Claud returned to the auctioneer.

"“You are going to drive it?”’ said the auctioneer
looking at Claud with a hint of humour and scepticism.

“Yes, | guess so,”’” said Claud, eyeing the man in
defiance of his physical predicament. My brother will
arrange the finance with you. He is an Army Com-
mander."’

“Ben Wise?'' said the man.

"Yes," said Claud.

| know him well,” said the auctioneer.

Having finalised arrangements with the auction:aer,
Ben put his hand on Claud’s shoulder as they left. Go
and see Josef Isaacson,”’ he said, "'he is in charge of
trucking. Be careful, Claud. You will have to get used to
the roads.”’ :

“I'll be all right,’” said Claud. “Thanks, little
brother.”

A few watched Claud as he climbed awkwardly in-
to the cabin. Memories of what his father had taught
him flowed back quickly. He started off slowly. Soon he
had left the village behind. The same sense of freedom
flowed through his veins as on the lift into town. He felt
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the truck crashing through the barbed wire, flattening it
to the ground. Claud drove swiftly along the sandy
gravel road extending before him.

Night came. Claud stopped. Tilting his cap, he
leaned back and closed his eyes.

At dawn the faint lights of the sleeping village set-
tlement were twinkling below the hills. Claud climbed
out of the truck and breathed in the fresh air. He stret-
ched his back and legs and gently examined the moist
leaves of a spiny cactus tree.

Sitting by the bedroom window, Elly was beside
herself. Hearing her sobs, Michael crept to the door.

“What is it, Mama?'* he said.

*“Claud did not come home last night,”" she cried.

“He will soon, Mama,"” said Michael putting his
arm around her.

On reaching a nearby settlement, Claud stopped
by a small shop and ordered a glass of grape juice. He
did not notice the two figures wearing white kheffyas at
the other end of the counter. As Claud began to drink,
one of them came towards him. He held out a brown
cigarette to Claud. “Thanks,” said Claud, taking it. The
man continued holding out his hand and Claud pressed
several coins into it. The two men laughed and chatted
as Claud left the shop lighting the cigarette.

Daylight was now strong. As the truck spun along
the road, Claud began to hum to himself. Never had he
felt so carefree. Then, for the first time he began to
laugh, so much that once he had to swerve to avoid an
on-coming vehicle. By midday the strong heat spread
over the countryside. Claud found a large olive tree and
went fast alseep beneath it.

Elly lay on the bed, exhausted from ecrying
throughout the night. She heard a slight knock at the
door. Pushing aside her long, lank hair and pulling her
gown around her, she struggled out barefoot to
answer.

“Elly!” said Ben, looking at her tear stained face.
“Whatever is the matter?"’

Telling him, she felt the same sense of desperation
and abandonment as of years past.

“We'll soon find him,’” said Ben, “‘even if | have to
use the whole army."’

Then Ben told her about Claud buying a truck.
Elly assumed that he must have lost his way. Ben had
other private doubts. He was well aware of the various
kinds of peddling which took place in certain parts. The
search began. .

Claud had not contacted Isaacson'’s trucking com-
pany. A group of bystanders had seen him drive off.

Alone Ben took his army jeep along a likely road:
Asking at the shop where Claud had stopped, no-one
admitted having seen anyone of his brother’s descrip-
tion. The two men were still sitting in their corner.

Early next morning, Claud stopped alongside the
sign reading “‘Isaacson’s Trucking".

“You are Ben Wise's brother, eh?"’ said Isaacson,
wiping his hands.

“You have work?"’ Claud asked.

“If you can do it,"" said Isaacson, ‘it can be hard
work."”

“| must work,”" said Claud.
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“All right,”” said Isaacson, ““you can try. Be here
tomorrow morning at eight o’clock.

*“Claud’’ cried Elly, throwing her arms around him
as she opened the door.

| am free, Elly,” said Claud. Taking her hand he
showed her the truck standing by the roadside.

“You are — helping?”* she asked a little puzzled.

Claud nodded.

Ben called just as they were going inside. He was
angry. Claud had ‘wasted the army’s time’. He should
have at least informed him. From now on Claud could
‘take care of himself.’

“Goodbye, my darling,” said Elly next morning as
she watched her husband limp to the truck. He gave a
brief toot and drove off.

At first the work was tough and tiring. There was
lifting and carrying involved, although now, his strength
was fortified, this time through a purpose.

Days and nights, through the roads, Claud went
from one settlement to another, delivering, helping to
build someone’s new nation. He saw little of Elly and
Michael. The strong sense of freedom stirred within
him. Yet his past memories were ever present. It took
little to remind him — a fence, barbed wire in use by the
army, a striped jacket, the Star of David on public
buildings and synagogues. Often he would stop to rest
and light a stick of hashish, blocking all that was visible.

Early one morning when he returned home, there
in the kitchen was a tiny pup in a basket by the stove.
Elly had left a note on the table. How she had worried
about his being alone for so long on the road. Claud
named the little dog Zak. From the next trip onwards
Zak never left his side.

Claud frequented a bar in a small town, run by a
man named Ali. Many drivers called there.

It was here that he collected his supplies of
hashish. Now Claud had cast aside his tranquilisers
from the hospital days. He had found something much
more effective. The memories could be completely
erased rather than veiled. Many times Claud relished
drifting in the sun-drenched grass. During his respites
he also made many sketches of Elly. This brought her
closer to him.

Despite their long periods of separation, Elly had a
daughter, Mary. Now Claud had a larger truck. Work
and building were in continual progress. Elly found
solace in believing her husband was happier in rearing
her two children.

However, Claud could never feel this country as his

own, nor could he ever love the one from whence he
came.

Often Elly blamed Michael for Claud’s fate, while
in turn, Claud reminded her of the boy’s innocence in
the situation.

"Hg may have loved you, Michael,” Claud had
once said, “"he was your father.” Claud and Michael
were close. They stqle a moment here and there to talk
and sketch together in the hills. Michael learned to drive
the truck.

One afternoon Elly was awakened by a knock on
the door, having had yet another sleepless night with
Mary. i

*/] am sorry to disturb you,”” said a large man stan-
ding outside, "'but are you Mrs. Wise?"’
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"Yes,”" said Elly smiling sleepily.

My name is Moshe Kraus,”’ he said, producing a
bundle of white paper.

*’Are these drawings of your husband?"’ he said.

“Yes, they are,’’ replied Elly.

“| found them by the road,”” said Kraus, ““they are
so good. You see | represent the cultural development
programme our Government is planning. Some people
living nearby told me of your husband and where he liv-
ed. | hope you do not mind —"

‘‘Please come in, Mr. Kraus,'’ said Elly.

She proceeded to tell Mr. Kraus the full story about
Claud.

*| feel there should be an exhibition of his work,”
said Kraus.

“*Your husband has explained this country apd his
feelings so very sensitively in his work. It is only fair that
we should all share it, especially with one who is an ex-
ample of all our sufferings.”

Finally Kraus left. Elly looked through the draw-
ings, many of which included her image. Tears came in-
to her eyes.

Elly told Claud of Kraus' visit. Thinking of the two
children whom he now had to support, Claud agreed to
an exhibition.

It was organized on a grand scale in the city. A
huge orchestra played music national and familiar to the
huge gathering.

Some Government Ministers and finally the Prime
Minister made long speeches about the growth of the
State, the work of the people and the great contribution
of the artist who was a living symbol of all the hardship
which had been conquered.

Claud bowed, shook hands, bowed again and
received a Torah as token of gratitude from the State.

Elly sat with Mary and Michael in front of the dais,
clapping with awe and emotion thinking of the strong
bch she had married and the cruel course his life had
taken.

Claud accepted the offer of a teaching post in oné
of the newly formed art schools. His class was busy and
enthusiastic to show the world the emerging artistic
talent of a new young land. At times Claud found it dif-

ficult to keep up with his students.

On a sketching excursion one day, Claud pondered
the hills nostalgically. There he had found freedom.
Now only in brief moments could he indulge his private
retreats of a smoke or a drink. Should he be caught, the
disgrace to his family and the State would be insur-
mountable. The thought of this gripped him increasing-
ly. Once more he began to feel trapped, as if the wire
were tightened around him.

_ Elly waited dinner one night. Claud had not m_]f-'r?‘
tioned a school meeting as occasionally happened. Ig
hour became late. “’Michael”’, she said, "‘please CO;:
you go and telephone the school and see if Claud has
left? I must put Mary to sleep.”’

Michael returned looking very serious.

““Mama,"’ said Michael, *Claud has not been to tr]_':e
school today — or even yesterday. They thought he
must have been at home ill.”

At once Elly thought of calling Ben, bur:
remembered he was away attending a skirmish whic
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- had erupted. Memories crashed her mind like angry
waves.

Claud drove along the road he knew so well. He
felt the call of freedom had been taken. Teaching only
served to inflame the old scars on his mind.

Claud cut his way through the crowd and smoke to
the counter at Ali’s bar,

*Salaam,” said Ali pushing a glass of wine towards
him. He nodded, leaning against a bar stool. As a small
package was slipped slowly and silently along the
counter, Claud’s eyes met the white shrouded brown
face. He reached into his pockets and was relieved of
the contents by the firm brown hand. The figure disap-
geared into the crowd. Claud drank hastily and left the

ar.

Elly began to lose hope as army and police sear-
ches proved fruitless.

Ben put down his pen irritably and answered his
phone. “Jal’” he said, running the pen vertically
through his fingers. “You are sure?’’ he said, breathing
heavily. *‘Of course we must take action. That’s right
keep watch.”” Putting down the phone, Ben clasped his
hand, pressing his knuckles against his lips.

At the ammunitions enclosure Sergeant Goldman,
a large man with a keen eye, was questioning a young
soldier about the disappearance of a large cache of
arms. The soldier gave him a list of missing items which
Goldman scrutinised carefully. Then he commended
the young soldier on his thorough report.

"l expect it was someone from the other side, eh?”’
said Goldman.

““No, sir,”” said the soldier, 'l don’t think so."’

Goldman was puzzled at the immediate answer.

""Who then?’’ he said.

_ ""Well, sir,” said the soldier, ‘‘the lame truck driver
with the dog has been around this way quite a lot lately,
sir.”’

““The one who used to deliver for Isaacson’s?"’ said
Goldman.

“Yes, sir, he came once thinking the army had
ordered some building materials."’

“He should know the army better than that by
now,"’ said Goldman.

‘’He has been by a few times since then, sir,” said
the soldier, ““and a few days ago he was lying under one
of the palms outside the compound smoking. | think he
fell asleep.”’

Goldman slfll wondered why the soldier should
connect this particular individual with the arms theft.

_Then the soldier looked his superior in the face and
said: ““He smokes hashish, sir, and it is expensive.”’

""How do you know?’* asked Goldman.

“I've seen him elsewhere, Sir,” replied the soldier.

. Goldman curtailed his questioning, realising the
right of choice for young soldiers to their private ac-
tivities.

“Do you know his name?’’ Goldman asked after a
few moments.

“Wise, | think, Sir,”” said the soldier.

“Ah, the same as our Commander,”
Goldman.

"’Yes, sir,”” said the soldier. “Remember, he was an
artist?’’

14 Melbourne Chronicle

said

| do indeed,"” said Goldman.

Ben Wise knew the location well where arms were
reportedly being delivered. It was a rocky outpost,
some kilometres from town. The approach to it was
near the road, the steepest and least known part. Only
greed or sheer desperation could induce anyone to
manoeuvre a truck into such an area.

There was a low drop on each side of the road. Ben
remembered being entrenched there for some days dur-
ing the war. Sending his men to keep watch from a cer-
tain position, he determined to observe from his own
vantage point. He needed little imagination to guess the
facts of the situation — arms for money — money for
drugs. Yet the choice of such a hazardous location still
puzzled him.

Ben parked his jeep, hidden by some bushes, fac-
ing Ali's Bar. The remaining country was barren save
for the posts lining the roadside. He switched off the
lights.

The dim lights inside the bar were further obscured
by the large truck parked opposite the entrance.

Ben's drowsiness lifted suddenly when the lights
from the truck flashed onto the road. Ben swung his
jeep, minus headlights, onto the road, turning in the
same direction as the truck. He followed for a con-
siderable distance, maintaining a steady pace behind.
There was little traffic about. The twinkling lights from
the village were the only signs of life between the jeep
and truck.

The road wound and spread endlessly through flat
and hilly areas. Ben knew it well by day or night.

After about an hour the truck stopped. Ben could
barely distinguish a figure alighting with a torch which
was shone onto a signpost. then the figure climbed into
the truck again and moved slowly around the turn-off.
It continued cautiously. The rocky ground was becom-
ing increasingly uneven. Ben could feel the climb
becoming steeper. Only the tail lights of the truck broke
the dense blackness of the night.

When it stopped on a steep rock plateau, Ben
found he had just sufficient room to turn into the cavern
below while also being able to make accurate
observation. By standing on the front of the jeep he
could see the truck quite clearly.

Soon the tall figure carrying the torch emerged
again. Unsteadily he clamboured to the rear, lowered
the flap, and with some effort began unloading wooden
crates, each of which he endeavoured to place up on a
rock ledge above the truck’s cabin. Ben wondered at
the persistance by which the limited strength of a man
was fortified.

Then there were sounds of excited speaking. Three
lanterns were swinging freely on the ridge where the
crates were being stacked. Three white kheffyas were
decipherable in the lighted darkness. The lively conver-
sation continued until the stumbling figures struggled to
place the last crate on the ridge.

Ben stretched to observe all that took place. The
figure took a small bag from one of the men, and toss-
ing it into the cabin, returned to the rear to close the
flaps.

Quickly hoisting himself over the rock and onto the
road, Ben ran towards the truck. As the flap was being
fastened, Ben laid his hand on Claud’s shoulder. As he
swung around, Ben felt the sense of terror strike
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through his captive body. For a brief moment Ben
shone the torch in his brother's face. Claud covered his
eyes to obstruct the light. He began to quiver at the
unknown figure behind the torch. “It's Ben’’, said Ben
quietly, lowering the torch. Taking Claud’s arm gently,
Ben felt the trembling body as he said ““you had better
come with me, Claud. My jeep is parked off the road."”

As they walked unsteadily down the incline, the
sound of machine gun fire from Ben’s men blasting at
the three figures determined that the mission for the
night had been completed.

The death penalty could only be enforced for
treason in times of war, for crimes against humanity
and for crimes against the Jewish people.

A heavy silence pervaded the courtroom as the
evidence was pronounced. Claud’s crime fitted better
into the category of self-destruction than of his

neighbours. An horrific, unnatural occurrence during
his lifetime had led to his unreasonable irrational yet
understandable actions.

So said the judge in summing up the case. ‘“Some
of us have managed to live with our past better than
others.”” He said, "however, in view of the fact that so
many more lives have been lost in the recent war and
the fact that you were helping the enemy, | hereby
sentence you to ten years' imprisonment, and recom-
mend that you be given all the psychiatric help
available.”

Ben drove Elly and her children home. She did not
speak.

“It won't be for ten years, you know,’’ he said.

“Itis his fate, isn't it?"* she sobbed alighting from
the car.

Claud’'s truck stood idle outside the house. Zak
slept peacefully in the shade cast by its shadow.

More To Be Desired

Marc Radzyner

| lie in my room in Jerusalem

like a man in an open unploughed field.
Outside, white hills, bare quarries

turn dark yellow, like fine-ground gold.

A bee floats in through the open window.
| watch it

hover

to the aroma of olives in a bowl,
attracted uncertainly

towards the open wine . . .

Through the open cupboard door
| see my wife's Shabbat candlesticks,
my prayer-shawl untidily on a chair.

Pages of Hebrew lie beside me,

the print like black walls:

only to read is to decipher,

every letter a heavy stone to be prised out
and reinserted.

What | never knew,
what | can’t remember
continue —

every moment cuts
like a circumcision.

| lie in my room in Jerusalem

thinking slowly one thought at a time
like a hand opening and closing . . .
‘More to be desired are they than gold,
than much fine gold’.

The room darkens. | am at the window

like a watchman, waiting:

all before me is glory — sun and dust

couch together . . . their light rises behind Judea
like a condensation of honey, wine.
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The sky deepens like a voice.
In the valleys, the Jerusalem streets
fill with electric lights like unrolled crowns —

Turn again our captivity — cars,

buses approach and withdraw from the Old City;
their moving headlight beams scan my walls
through the white-black of window-slats
creating constantly moving wings

of the shadow of the Name.

MEME CHOSE. ..

Joy Beaudette Cripps

Nuremberg how long must you carry
the stench . . . heaped bone charred
Housed rows of unseeing dead.

Will young pines spring from seed
now sheltering under fringed fingers
to grow purifying air we breathe

As tall slender chimneys
reaching for the skies . . . springing
forests new of Nuremberg

But logged are the trees | see
marked red, yellow, for the felling
leaving leering stump, gape-tooth smile.
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BOOK REVIEW

Ethnic Australia, Edited by Manfred Jurgensen
(Phoenix Publications, Brisbane 1981. $9.50)

Many Australians would believe that Australia
owes its foundation, development and progress to a
sound English influence, and are prepared to think no
further.

Whereas the premise may partly be true, fortunate-
ly more and more people are becoming aware, if
perhaps reluctantly that Australia’s development and
progress are also very much a product of the physical
and mental toils of our immigrants — the Irish, Ger-
mans, lItalians, Greeks, Chinese, Finns, Poles, Latvians
— whose contributions to our industry and culture are
not hard to trace.

Ethnic influences on our culture have however
been sorely lacking in one area — literature. Didn’t
know ‘they’ wrote? Which group of people has not
wished to give expression to the experiences, thoughts
and rigours of their existence?

In the book, ETHNIC AUSTRALIA, Manfred
Jurgensen, as editor, has taken a slice of this hitherto
neglected literature, and allowed Australian writers of
ethnic origin expression of their view of the ““problems
of interculture differences and adaption to the
Australian way of life.”

The selections are restricted to short stories and
poems. A glance at the list of authors and their ethnic
backgrounds suggests the breadth and variety of con-
tributions to this volume — Dutch, German, Hungarian,
Polish, Russian, Mexican, Maltese, Italian, I._atv:ar_1,
Greek, Sri Lankan — not forgetting the enigmatic
Banumbir Wongar (Aboriginal/ Australian).

When reading the various stories and poems, |
became almost uncomfortably aware that | was having
difficulty relating to much of what was written — as if it
belonged to another world — and there was the
essence of the impact. It is not another world; it is my
world that is being depicted here; more precisely, my
country, my society, and yet | did not totally relate to it.

This difference is the essence of the simple yet
moving story by Lolo Houbein ““Three Good Reasons’.
The cultural difference between a Pacific Islander and
his wife of African origin both attracts and isolates the
two. Their common ground is the foreign language
(English) they must use, but this creates its own pro-
blems.

Other aspects of a language imperfectly
understood yet essential to existence are treated |n'the
poem by Houbein “Please Explain Me”, where ‘the
word’ begs for enlightenment and understanding yet
comes to the shattering self-conclusion

. . . My Word!

You are my despoiler

who offer yourself

to communicate

You are my gaoler

You are my enemy.
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Reviewed by M.H.R. Crowley

Manfred Jurgensen, as Professor of German at the
University of Queensland, adds further dimension to
the relative problems of language in the teaching/learn-
ing situation in his poem ““My Students”. There he
discovers ‘it is our common stranger’. A more comical
side of language teaching — teaching English to
Australian migrants is presented in Lucija Berzins' ““The
Berlitz Method”. The inventiveness of the approach
and its rather humorous side-effects are in contrast with
its effectiveness and the down-to-earth expectations
and aspirations of the class.

How many Australians, even those of distant
ethnic origins, are aware enough to relate to and sym-
pathise with the language problems, the loneliness and
deprivation of migrants to our country.

The loneliness is vividly recalled in Stephen Kelen's
““The Way Back”. Few people have never experienced
a period of deep loneliness in their lives and the depth
and extent of feeling of not belonging are outlined in
this story in a simple but moving way. Serge Liberman
couples similar feelings with views on Australia and her
people in his story ““Two Years in Exile” with a disturb-
ing sense of reality. The conflicts and their final resolu-
tion between the Jewish boy and his Australian and
Jewish peers are a plea that others will achieve the
same sense of realisation and tolerance. Australia and
Australians do not fare well in the story. Is Liberman
suggesting that Australia breeds racial intolerance? The
picture, however, is startlingly realistic. The setting of
the barbecue in Antigone Kefala’s poem shows that
feelings of not belonging can be experienced in a simple
and ostensibly social gathering.

How many of us can relate to the situation of five
families living under the same roof in Australia, sharing
the one kitchen, waiting to accumulate the ‘means to
move to more permanent homes and to welcome
privacy’? Such is the setting of Liberman’s “The Kit-
chen” where the quiet, unassuming Nussbaum, sur-
vivor of the concentration camps, dies after an accident
caused by the intolerance of his work mates. Other
stories and poems in ETHNIC AUSTRALIA outline the
traumas and fears of migrants awaiting settlement —
often in unfamiliar and hostile environments, if not in
our migrant centres. The common plea is there —
tolerance and understanding.

Australians should welcome the view of their coun-
try from those who have chosen to settle here and yet
have that certain degree of detachment, if only for a
chance to appraise their situation and the picture
presented by our politicians and our own sense of well-
being.

Perhaps one of the best overall comments on the
general picture presented in this collection is simply and
vividly told in Barbara Schenkel's poem “Ethnic

*M.H.R. Crowley is Subject Master (English] at Bremer State High
School, Queensland.
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Australia”. The toys and articles on the poet’s shelf
come to represent the ethnic population of Australia —
belonging, yet not belonging. She succinctly concludes
At least the flowers
are locally grown.
. . . By antalian gardener
though . . .

In the introduction to ETHNIC AUSTRALIA,
Jurgensen says: ‘The basic idea of this collection and
its title does not draw a discriminatory distinction
between two classes of Australians. Far from being
apologetic about ethnic origins, its purpose is to
demonstrate to all Australians the particular contribu-
tion made to our one national literature by those of us
who have landed in this country in the same way as all
white settlers originally arrived: as immigrants’.

His basic idea is abundantly supported and il-
lustrated by the works included in the book. | could
understand that not all readers could respond to par-
ticularly a few of the poems included in the book. The
authors here do seem perhaps more intent on puzzling

self-expression than on real attempts at communica-
tion. However they do all succeed in evoking a certain
generalised atmosphere which, in context of the other
articles, help sustain the impact of what must be ac-
cepted as an important and absorbing contribution to
Australian literature.

The range of usefulness of the book have been fur-
ther increased by the publication of an accompanying
teacher/student notebook written by Angelika Fremd.
The notebook contains many relevant notes, comments
and questions for guiding a deeper understanding of the
stories and poems.

Congratulations must go to Phoenix Publications,
an independent company, established to publish the
writings of ethnic and other minority group Australian
authors.

If the company’s current intention of publishing an
anthology of writing by Australian women produces a
book of the same calibre as ETHNIC AUSTRALIA, then
it will be making another important contribution to the
development of Australian literature.

Roadsign in the Centre
of the City of Cracow

Tourists of another “’sacredness'’ we leave behind
Cracow's serene madonnas, the carved limbs

that drift towards you

like streaming smoke, passionately dangerous, peace—

we seek this other road: its attraction,

repulsion. Blurred unreadable maps at the station
are like the workers' faces in train-queues—

we drive through town looking for direction.

Gliwice, Katowice, Oswiencim: an ordinary road-sign
in the centre of town seems to divulge a place

like an address for envelopes. We re-become

pilgrims. | turn the car around.

Narrow country roads shoot peacefully

between meadows, haystacks. Late summer dreams
like the browsing horses. Chickens and ducks

work around the feet of cattle grazing.

At a crossways
Oswiencim
arrows the empty road.

Marc Radzyner

Pilgrim of another sacredness | slow the car, look
hard, passing orchards, gardens, old farmhouses
{pre-war pre-century) everything

is involved, clothed,

| feel nervous now, | feel a nervous excitation:
the entire world was compressed into a field,
a yard. Iron gateway after iron gateway of sensation
straddle the grey-blue roads. | move through them
layer through layer,

rail-lines converge,

| am drawn

inwards by a gravity like an atom to the primal
concentration. There are cattle cars
old enough.

The roads are empty— —
summer is dreaming around here. The poplars are
still, alert, idols of peace.
QOutside us, no acknowledgement,
and within, this fear, this exultant fear
as when a man goes out from himself and his daylight
to meet the alluring white girl for the night.

THE PILOT

Love
Give me courage.
See how the dark mist closes

Shortening my day,

Crag upon crag

And wreck

Shoal upon shifting shoal

Joan Ackland

Yet | must climb
And yet again

Blotting the stars. Under the wrack of cold and heaving sea. Descend.

Trembling | pray Love Love

For sureness Give me light Give me strength

On this yet uncharted way. To buoy the way for me. As my frail knees bend.
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With compliments of ...

Goldy’s

COFFEE LOUNGE AND RESTAURANT
CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000

(opposite Victoria Hotel)
For bookings phone: 63 1034 Props. Mr. & Mrs. A. GOLDBERG

JTP2TONI DANAN NN NWUN :oapmeas

With Compliments from.:

burlon
hosiery
pty. Itd.

MANUFACTURERS OF MEN’S, LADIES’
AND CHILDREN’S SOCKS

408 Lygon Street East Brunswick. Vic. 3057
Telephone 387-1433
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S. ERLICH
PTY.LTD

IMPORTERS — MANUFACTURERS
DISTRIBUTORS

FOOTWEAR

563 VICTORIA STREET, ABBOTSFORD
VIC. 3067
Telephone: 42 0758

Haross Press
COMMERCIAL & COLOUR PRINTERS

BNSIPINT DYDY NN SIS UNUIrR

232-234 High Street, Northcote
Victoria. 3070

Telephone: 48-5915
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With compliments from

Dalkeith
Productions
Pty. Ltd.

SSTEWART STREET
RICHMOND, VIC. 3121
Phone: 42 4163

MORRIS GUTHRY &

With compliments

ST. KILDA
PLUMBING SERVICE
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—

L. R. REED & CO.
PTY.LTD.

100 COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE
| PHONE: 63-9765

e REAL ESTATEINVESTMENTS o
e MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS o
e CITYANDALL SUBURBS o

DIRECTORS:
LEON(LAJBL ) GOLDMAN e RICHARD MELZAK
JACK SILVER (SILBERSCHER)

]
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