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LEBANON AND AFTER

One of the most notable, and perturbing, features
of the War in Lebanon has been the hostile attitude
towards Israel by a large portion of the media in the
West and the almost unparalleled display of distortion,
fabrication and gross exaggeration in their coverage of
Israel’s actions and motives. Commentators,
editorialists and ‘informed’ authorities have had a field
day in outdoing one another in regurgitating myths,
fantasies and outrageous allegations, reflecting ig-
norance of Middle East political realities, or double stan-
dards and selective condemnation and indignation of
breathtaking and malevolent proportions.

While this hostile and biased coverage could to
some extent be explained by some novel features of this
war — that Israel’s immediate survival was not at stake,
dissent within Israel, and the bloody destructiveness of
urbanized and relatively protracted conflict relentlessly
and simplistically portrayed by the media — one must
probe more deeply for an adequate explanation. For the
mobilisation of opinion has been turning against Israel
for several years, prior to the Lebanon operation, and
prior to the election of the Begin Government in 1977
because of the persuasive dissemination and growing
acceptance of the following false assumptions concern-
ing Middle East realities: that the Camp David Accords
are inadequate as a basis for seeking peace in the Mid-
dle East, have run out of steam and an alternative plan
is required; that the PLO has genuinely moderated; that
the Saudis too represent a moderate force in the pursuit
of peace; and that the main blockage in this pursuit is
continued lIsraeli aggression and intransigence which
therefore requires sustained American and Western
pressure to force it to act in its own best interests. | sug-
gest that these assumptions are fundamentally er-
roneous, that the primary and bedrock difficulty has
been the inability of the PLO and rejectionist Arab world
to following the Egyptian example and psychologically
and politically adjust to the reality of Israel.

While this false image forms the general
framework within which many have responded violently
to Israel’s Lebanon action, additional factors, however,
must be adduced to explain both the degree and extent
of resentment generated. One factor stems from a
perceived role reversal in which Israel is now cast as

cruel Nazi Goliath and Palestinians as David, the under-
dog and the new Jews, these perverse semantic techni-
ques reaching contemptible depths in the ‘final solu-
tion’, ‘genocide’, ‘holocaust’ and Nazi parallels bandied
around so willingly during the Lebanon operation.

* Dr. Colin Rubenstein is Lecturer in Politics at Monash University and
President of Australian Academics for Peace in the Middle East.
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Another source of hostility to Israel stems from inherent
Soviet and Third World anti-American and anti-
Western interests, recognizing as they do the ir-
replaceable strategic and political asset democratic
Israel represents for the West in the Middle East. The
ability of Israel to militarily defeat a self-styled ‘libera-
tion’ organization, has probably irritated a raw and part-
ly envious nerve in post-Vietnam America. Finally, the
extremely outspoken and hostile reaction of significant
elements in the Christian Church highlights another
powerful factor — the determination to portray Israel
and the Jews acting immorally with blood stained
hands, thereby, perhaps, providing some psychological
relief to a Christian world well aware of its historical role
in creating anti-Semitism.

Paradoxically, in the aftermath of Israel’s action in
Lebanon the gaps between these mythical false
assumptions and Middle East realities are clearly expos-
ed. Further, | would argue that on balance, despite the
damage to Israel’s image and the political costs expend-
ed, and after the Reagan plan, the Fez summit, the
Gemayel assassination and Sabra-Shatila massacres,
positive opportunities have been created for Israel, the
West and those forces genuinely interested in Arab-
Israeli co-existence. Peace for the Galilee has been
achieved, international terrorism and Soviet interests
significantly dented, chances for the liberation and
reconstruction of Lebanon created and, by crippling ex-
tremist PLO and rejectionist elements, a serious
obstacle towards genuine progress in the accommoda-
tion of Palestinian rights through the Camp David pro-
cess reduced.

MYTHS EXPOSED BY ISRAEL'S ACTION

1. Perhaps the most widespread mirage has been
the alleged moderation of the PLO in recent years.
While there are clearly differences between the con-
stituent PLO splinter groups, unfortunately even the so
called moderates still cling to a philosophy, evident in
recent statements as well, and continued behaviour,
which indicates unrelenting commitment to the goal of
Israel’s disappearance and destruction as a pre-requisite
for the attainment of their version of Palestinian
national rights. The PLO in its form prior to evacuation
from Beirut in late August 1982 was simply not In-
terested in, nor able to conduct, a process of negotia-
tion with lIsrael. Its extreme and uncompromising
hostility had set itself on a course of destruction an
self-destruction, also entailing earlier savage conflicts
and casualties in wars with Jordan in 1970-71 and Syria
in 1975-76.
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Indeed, it is critical to appreciate that the fun-
damental reason for the stalling of the Camp David
autonomy negotiations has been the total and unrelen-
ting opposition to this process by the PLO and its ability
to exercise effective leverage on the West Bank and
Gaza to prevent any Palestinian participation in this pro-
cess. There was, indeed, considerable West Bank aqd
Gaza support for Sadat from Palestinian moderates in
the early days after his first visit to Jerusalem in
November 1977. The PLO, however, moved swiftly and
effectively through the use of terror, intimidation and a
series of assassinations in the months and years ahead
to foil the growth of any support for Camp David.
Through a combination of terror methods, and the use
of extensive political patronage, the PLO has been able
to exercise predominant influence on the West Bank at
a public level in the last several years.

While Israel and Egypt tacitly accepted the pro-
PLO mayors as the likely participants in the autonomy
negotiations, thereby allowing a PLO role in negotia-
tions without having to compromise itself by dealing
directly with Israel, it became patently clear that even
this compromise was unacceptable to the PLO. They
could not allow the participation of any pro PLO mayors
for fear of undermining their claim to be the sole
representatives of the Palestinians and because of in-
herent suspicion between central leadership and their
West Bank representatives.

At bedrock, the PLO has totally rejected any
negotiating process that implied, in any form, recogni-
tion of Israel. For the harsh reality has been, despite
soothing words whispered by PLO ‘moderates’ into t
ive ears of Western academics, politicians, journalists,
religious leaders and self-appointed experts, that the
PLO has unrelentingly adhered to its National Charter
— adopted in 1964 when Israel did not occupy the West
Bank and Gaza — by refusing to agree to any accom-
modation with Israel and by its continued commitment
both in deed and word to the elimination of Israel. As
long as the PLO pursues the key points of its Charter —
that the establishment of Israel was and remains illegal,
that Palestine (defined as the whole area of the British
Mandate) is the homeland of the Arab Palestinian peo-
ple, that armed struggle is the only way to liberate
Palestine, that most of the Jewish population would be
expelled from a Palestine state, that Jews do not have
historical or religious ties with Palestine, that Jews do
not constitute a Nation, and that Israel is the base for
world imperialism — it is impossible to see how it could
be taken seriously by any of the Camp David par-
ticipants as a suitable negotiating partner. In particular,
it is hardly unreasonable that Israel considers engage-
ment in political negotiations with this type of organiza-
tion as tantamount to acting as an accomplice in its
own suicide.

Furthermore, the PLO’s deliberate strategy of at-
tacking primarily civilians and of clothing its military arm
with civilian protection — in refugee camps, apartment
blocks, schools and hospitals — has maximised the loss
of innocent life. Having held Northern Israel and
Southern Lebanon at ransom, even its occupation of
West Beirut was tantamount to holding that city’s
civilian population hostage. Moreover, overwhelming
evidence now exists documenting the key role played
by the PLO in Southern Lebanon, with Soviet co-
operation, in supporting and nourishing international
terrorism of both the extreme right and left, the
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destruction of which is a significant achievement for
Western interests in general.

The PLO’s rejectionisft position, engagement ang
nourishment of international terrorism to gap ing
precedented degree in Southern Lebanon in the i
few years, made it perfectly clear that its determination
to destroy Israel by armed force, no matter how fap,.
tastic in reality this always was, has been reaffirmeg
and its interest in @ West Bank and Gaza PLQ State
simply to be understood as the initial stage in thig final
solution.

It is in this context that the PLO had become the
major obstacle to furthering the Camp David autonomy
negotiations and the genuine opportunities it offers for
initial Palestinian self-rule and the building of mutual
confidence between Israel and its neighbours. |t jg also
for this reason that crippling the PLO both militarily anq
as a rejectionist political organization has b.et.:ome a ma-
jor pre-requisite for the furthering of Palestinian rights.

The always dubious claim that this rejectionist p|_q
solely represented Palestinians can now be somewhat
more accurately assessed in the Ilght of the indifference
not only of Arab States to its plight during the Beirut
evacuation but growing awareness amongst Palegti.
nians about the savage costs to them resulting from the
PLO’s extremist and uncompromising strategy. The ey.
tent to which West Bank support for the PLO leade,-
ship has been ritualistic and rhetorical rather than firmly
rooted can now be more keenly probed, and the
emergence of moderate Palestinian elites, Whatever
they are called, to be more realistically expected in the
aftermath of Lebanon.

2. Another myth exploded for all willing to see s
that Lebanon, contrary to the notion of having been a
sovereign independent country, h?s been a tota)]
fragmented, divided and bizarre militarized battle field
over the last decade, over eighty thousand people hay-
ing been killed in this period and the country effectively
occupied by PLO and Syrian fo_rceS. The PLO, in fact
through force and terror established their own heavil{/
armed mini-State in Southern Lebanon and must bear
heavy responsibility for the massive fatalities and
destruction suffered in that tragic country. The genuine
welcome given to Israeli soldiers by Moslem, Druse ang
Christian Lebanese communities alike, simply reflects
their relief in being liberated from PLO occupation, ter-
ror and oppression.

Syria, unrelenting in its hostility towards Israel, has
never really respected the separate identity of Lebanon
a country it has traditionally regarded as part of ‘Greater
Syria’. Effectively, Syria openly invaded Lebanon in
1976 under the guise of an ‘Arab deterrent peace-
keeping force’. Turning first against the Left and the
PLO, and then against Lebanese Christians, and behay-
ing like an occupying power with annexationist objec-
tives, the Syrian Alawite regime has great internal pro-
blems of its own. It ruthlessly repressed uprisings in
northern Syria recently resulting in some ten to twenty
thousand deaths and its agents have also perpetrated
terror in Lebanon, Europe and even against various
Arab countries. Syria’s aim of turning Lebanon into
another confrontation state against Israel has been only
too clear and its deployment of Sam 6 anti-aircraft
missiles in the Bekaa Valley in April 1981 represented a
potentially significant restriction on lIsrael’s defence
capacity.
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3. Myth, indeed falsification, has also surrounded
embellishments of Israel’s intentions in entering
Lebanon. The aims have not been to occupy Lebanese
territory or eliminate en masse Palestinians. Rather,
Israel’s action was both necessary and justified on the
grounds of self-defence, in accordance with interna-
tional law, to protect the security of its citizens both at
home and abroad. The attack on Ambassador Argov
were merely the culmination of protracted terrorist ac-
tivities and systematic violations by the PLO of the
ceasefire entered into with Israel in July 1981. Since
then, over 150 incidents involving mines, bombings,
shootings in Israel, the administered territories and
throughout the world against civilian Israeli and Jewish
targets have occurred. Moreover, the PLO utilized the
ceasefire to build up an extensive military infrastructure
and resources in southern Lebanon, the destructive in-
tent of which was made obvious by the intense PLO
shelling of northern Israel on June 5 which caused
widespread damage and fatalities. This created a no-
choice option for Israel, enabling the nation to move in-
itially with virtual complete consensus and determina-
tion to protect its security and integrity.

Israel’'s objectives have been to protect its own
citizens from real PLO attack and threats in Northern
Israel and elsewhere, and by sufficiently crippling the
PLO’s political credibility, leadership, and military in-
frastructure, to greatly reduce its destructive influence
in Lebanese and regional politics. It is in this sense, that
breaking the PLO’s military and nerve located in West
Beirut was an integral part of the strategy.

CREATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Although the media’s war against Israel has
perpetuated myths and peddled disinformation, an ac-
curate understanding of realities will also enable a
clearer perception of the very positive outcomes and
opportunities that Israel’s action has created, even
acknowledging, as one must after the tragic Beirut
massacres, that this has been at considerable political

cost.

First, and foremost, peace for Galilee has been ac-
complished, and Israel has protected its own citizens
through pushing the PLO out of southern Lebanon. The
obvious threat to Israel implicit in the Syrian missile bat-
teries located in the Bekaa Valley has also been remov-
ed.

Again, by debilitating important components of in-
ternational terrorism, significantly weakening Soviet in-
terests in the area and demonstrating the technical
superiority of American military equipment, the West's
strategic and political interests have been well served,
developments well understood by anti-Western blocs.

Further, by crippling the PLO in Lebanon and aim-
ing to secure the withdrawal of what are widely regard-
ed by many Lebanese as Syrian occupying forces, the
action has given Lebanon the chance, given ap-
propriate international support, to restore its in-
dependence and territorial integrity and to reconstruct
its political system, hopefully based on a democratic
and equitable power sharing Christian, Druse, Sunni
and Shiite Moslem communities. Despite the tragic, yet
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in the circumstances, inevitable damage and casualties,
this feeling of liberation amongst Lebanese is already
obvious.

Finally, reducing the power of the rejectionist PLO
leadership and its military option has removed a major
obstacle to furthering the attainment of legitimate
Palestinian rights by enabling those moderate Palesti-
nians, and perhaps Jordanians, to accept the long-
standing Egyptian and Israeli invitation to join in the
Camp David West Bank and Gaza autonomy talks, free
from the threats of PLO intimidation.

It is critical to appreciate that as a result of the
Lebanon operation events have become very fluid —
Prime Minister Begin offered confederation to Jordan,
President Reagan has declared his plan, the Fez Sum-
mit took place, and we have seen King Hussein and Mr.
Arafat embracing in Amman. There are, to be sure, key
flaws in the Reagan plan and limited movement in the
Arab League’s position. Nonetheless, the diplomatic
and political pressure has now been placed on Jordan,
the PLO and the Arab world by the American identifica-
tion of the next key hurdle to be straddled. As President
Reagan, Mr. Schultz and Vice-President Bush have
stated in key speeches during September and October
1982, it is time for the Arab world to genuinely come to
terms with Israel’s existence and clearly, explicitly and
unequivocally recognize Israel as the pre-requisite for
further negotiated progress.

Whether some current PLO leaders, having been
converted to a political and diplomatic option, re-
emerge in future negotiations will depend on their
genuine acceptance of Israel’s right to exist and a com-
mitment to a negotiating strategy, a conversion that will
have to be demonstrated over time to ensure its authen-
ticity both in belief and behaviour.

We are, indeed, likely to witness splits within the
PLO and if, as we are often told, there are PLO
moderates ready to permanently live alongside Israe!,
now is the appropriate time for them to make their posi-
tion clear.

Given a spirit of accommodation and
understanding, trust could develop during the interim
five-year period for the proposed self-governing
authority, facilitating the ultimate emergence of morée
permanent arrangements acceptable to the parties in-
volved. While the Israeli and Egyptian versions Of
autonomy clearly differ, neither country has prejudged
what the outcome of the negotiated peace process
would be, and both are showing how prior intractable
differences can be resolved given the acknowledge-
ment of mutual rights to peace and security.

CONCLUSION

Clearly a watershed has been reached in the area-
Hopefully momentum will gather to encourage creative,
positive outcomes. Peace-building, however, s 3
gradual process requiring negotiation and compromise,
by-passing the many pitfalls posed by radical, rejec
tionist and destabilising forces on the way. While a
most fragile situation, the guarded optimist hopes the
positive opportunities now available can be effectively,
if slowly, built upon. —
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SECULAR JEWISH TRIBALISM — A personal view

Traditionally the Jewish people has faced two
threats to its survival, namely physical extermination,
and leakage of population, through assimilation, en-
forced or voluntary.

The physical threat to existence posed no threat
to group identity or personal identification with the
group. Quite the contrary, it promoted and reinforc-
ed identity.

However, until the time of Haskala and emancipa-
tion from the ghettos, religion was the single venue of
identification available to the individual, irrespective of
religious conviction, or inclination. As for cultural self-
awareness, that was confined to a small elite.

The advents of Zionism and the Bund, towards the
end of the 19th Century changed that situation. Sud-
denly there was a venue of identification, an intellectual
McDonald’s, for the secular Jew. Although the two
mass movements were diametrically opposed to each
other in their diagnosis of the Jewish problem and its
solution, they had three elements in common. Both
were reactions to oppression by the Czars; both aimed
at normalisation of Jewish individual existence; and
both provided venues of tribal identification outside the
traditional religious framework. The secular Jew could
finally ““emerge from the woodwork’’ and he did.

Zionism and the Bund completed the trend started
by Haskala, in fact they were its logic consequence.
However, Zionism eventually culminated in the State of
Israel, while the “Bund’’ was betrayed, long before
1948. As a consequence the secular Jew was left “’high
and dry”’, deprived of his venue of identification. Unless
he prayed to the god of Abraham Isaac and Jacob, or
lived in Israel, he lacked a venue for ‘‘ritualised tribal
identification”, which — as Eric Fromm has pointed out
— is one of the fundamental psychologic needs of
human beings. The American scene of splinter cults,
which has spilt over to other western countries, shows
how right Fromm was. The failure of organised religions
to refurbish their stocks of ideas and to make them
compatible with current templates of thought and
knowledge, and yet populist, created a vacuum, which
made the lunatic fringe — the tip of the iceberg — more
vulnerable than the rest. It made them sitting shots for
pied pipers.

The Bund’s throat was cut by Lenin, Stalin and
Hitler. It has become a “’dor hamidbar’’ cast into the
wilderness by infamy and history. It has been reduced
to fumbling. The Zionists, after the creation of the
state, did not fare much better. Notwithstanding the
law of return, the “’galuth Jew'’ merely had the right to
belong. Without aliyah — as the big white chief, Ben
Gurion insisted — he didn’t belong, but was merely a
friend of Israel, along with non Zionist Jews.

While periodic pilgrimage undoubtedly helps main-
tain a sense of affinity, the question is whether this is
good enough.

The question raised is obviously a personal one. |
am a tribal secular Jew. | identify with the Jewish
group, with its present hopes, and its countless injuries
in the past. | identify with many aspirations of that
group, as articulated by its intellectual elite through the
ages, but stripped of the religious wrapping in which
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the package has come for so long, and | do not live in

Israel.

The religious Jew is adamant that you cannot hold
on to the content without the wrapping. There is some
truth in that, as the reconstructionists recognise (who,
as one Rabbi put it, “‘eat Kosher but think trefe’’).
However, to call a spade a spade, the wrapping is not
the content. It is more akin to a "Vereinsabzeichen’ (a
joiner's badge). It makes you a “’card carrier”.

Observance is elevated by the religious, to a status
it does not deserve, except in the eyes of children, for
whom this is not only sufficient for identity, but to
whom no other path is open.

The fundamental problem is a catch 22 situation.
The Rabbis, self-appointed keepers of the flame, are ex-
perts (mumches) on Rabbinic law (Halacha), but since
there is no sanhedrn to ordain them, they have no
special status in that law, and hence no authority to
change it. Although they are “‘not allowed to issue
(new) g'zeroth, which will be disobeyed, “lest they
bring the law into disrepute’’, they do not mind leaving
intact old laws which will be disobeyed or resented.
They ignore the hint that ultimately it is the community
as a whole which defines its mores. Maimonides was 3
wise man when he warned against the creation of a pro-
fessional ‘““clergy”’. It was the professional rabbi who
calcified Halacha.

Identification for a secular adult with a particular
“"tribe’’ and or culture can rest on two types of founda-
tions, one negative, one positive. In my case it is based
on both.

The negative foundation is this:

a) as | look at the smorgasbord of alternative ideas,
there is not one which | find more palatable. (There
is humanism, of course, perhaps even scientific
humanism, but that is not an alternative. It is the
essence of Judaism, as | understand it).

As for the positive foundation:

b) it vests in the assessment, endorsement and ac-
ceptance of a historic role accidentally assigned to
our people (against the will of the majority, which
dropped out in the course of history), partly by ex-
ternal pressure, and partly by a growing capacity
for alienation, which became — as time went by —
thebconspicuous badge of those remaining in “’the
club”.

We were an “am K'She oref” (a stubborn unruly

people) to begin with, and external pressure made

for the survival of the most pigheaded. At the
same time we became the ““barometer of civilisa-
tion”".

The Jew, perpetual victim of a passing parade of
establishments, became the perpetual disestablishmen-
tarian. In doing so, he remained true to his intellectual
origins, a purveyor of counterculture ideas, consciously
or passively. He also remained hated for that reason.
Because of that, he was given extra hurdles to jump, he
became a good hurdle jumper, and thus added cause
for resentment. He was therefore frequently singled out
for scapegoat duty. Through a process, called “’projec-
tion”” by the psychologist, the Jew became an abstract
concept, the embodiment of all human failing. He was
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forward and clannish, a communist and a capitalist.
Lately he has been called a terrorist by terrorists, and a
racist by the most virulent racists on earth. When Hitler
came to power in Germany the Jews who represented
less than one per cent of the population, had as many
Nobel Prizes, absolutely, as the rest of the Germans.
The Germans concluded that Jews are inferior and
therefore must not breed with Germans, lest they
pollute the Aryan stock.

Both foundations require knowledge. In other
words the venue is not available to the ignoramus,
while flag waving and religious observance are.

Preoccupation with the subject matter — the true
essence of Rabbinic Judaism, in addition to its commit-
ment to logic — provides both reinforcement and the
capacity to evaluate, with the limits of individual poten-
tial.

Knowledge of the alternatives provides the power
of comparison. Moreover, this approach does not
alienate the most gifted. As you can see, | am quite
confident that our core concepts are ‘winners’’, once
the cobwebs are cleared away, and we stop suffering
from what Max Dimont calls “’bibliosclerosis”. The key
to this approach is unfortunately outside “the Rabbi’s
paddock’’. He is trapped in the concept of Bible,
Mishnah and Talmud as sacred.revelation. It is this posi-
tion which makes him ineffectual as a cultural leader,
since it commits him to a misrepresentation of our
historic self, blinds him to the situations, motivations
and origins of our cultural norms, and so precludes an
adult ethnocentric (Ahad Haam) or anthropocentric
(Gordon) concept of tribal identity. Although this ap-
proach does not cast out the non-believer (af al pi
sh’chata, yisrael hu) — the majority — itignores him.

The T'nach, Mishna and G’'mara can be treated as
sacred revelation: or as literature, dramatic, and legal,
in other words as archaeological artefacts, some
amongst many, repositories of folklore, ancient social
science etc.

While it is neither possible nor functional to give
children an honest picture of our historic origins and
social concerns, it is equally impossible to “sell”
folklore as history to bright teenagers, unless you
ruthlessly preclude their access to knowledge which
could raise doubts. The ideal son, the Haggada tells us,
is the one who asks pertinent questions: “‘why are we
behaving the way we do?”’ The nasty son is a sneering
knocker, the simpleton is a slow learner, but the
ultimate troglodyte is “‘the fellow who does not know
how to ask’’, our definition of an idiot.

Except for the Lubavitcher, the Addas Yisrael, and
certain Elwood Talmud Torah elements, whose insights
are unbalanced, and whose identity is purely religious,
the rest of the community is either indifferent
(culinary/inertia Jews) and/or collects money, and/or
“"wears religion as a social dress accessory’’, sporting a
" Jewish church’’ as one of the mezuzzahs of the middle
class, alongside the Volvo or Jaguar. Itis ‘class’ to have
“‘one of them"’.

Since our society is still pluralist, in spite of
Hartley’s unceasing efforts to put Yassar Arafat into
everybody’s muesli, there is no pressure to conform.
Quite the contrary, it is "in’’ to seek and to have
identity, even fake identity, if there is nothing more
substantial on offer. The sad fact that there is nothing
more substantial on offer than processed predigested
pap, is the fault of our ““teachers™.

Why do | think the way | do?
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| grew up in a traditional Jewish home, partial to
Jewish ritual practice but not zealot in posture. Biblical
and Talmudic writings were offered to me uncritically,
but not in a spirit of indoctrination. It was up to me
what | made of it. My formal teachers attempted indoc-
trination, and offered it all with a ‘‘manufacturer’s
guarantee’’, according to which everything taught was
in fact traceable directly to God on Mt. Sinai. However,
this posture received no backing at home.

My father poked gentle fun at the irrationality of
the pious. His favourite story, which also became mine,
told of two Jews from different congregations, who
bragged about their Rabbi’s prowess. Said “A”: My
Rabbi talks with God"’. *‘B’’ immediately bristled: ""How
do you knpw?” A’ kept his cool: *“The Rabbi said so"".
"’B"" considers this ‘‘proof’’ inadequate. ‘‘Suppose the
Rabbi lies? “A’" suggests knowingly: ‘“You fool. Do you
think God would talk to a liar?”” My father was a
“professional Jew’’. When | was 16 | asked him: “"How
many of the traditional rules would you observe if you
were not a professional Jew?’’ He thought about that
for a while. ““Well”’, he came back “it is a very dirty
question (eine sehr gemeine Frage) to begin with” . . .
“l wou!g keep most, but for a lesser number of
reasons’’.

_I'had to leave home a year later, and never saw him
again. Still, we corresponded for another four years.
Although he never stated it to me in these terms, | was
too young | suppose, | would in retrospect classify him
as a ‘conservative’’ with “‘reconstructionist’’ leanings.
He was a Zionist (Mizraehi), and a half hearted social
democrat. My mother was always observant when she
thought people were watching her. She either did not
believe in a God, or, alternatively, could not bring
herself to believe that he was petty, like people. We
never discussed the subject. My three sisters shared my
mother’s attitudes, and showed more interest in the
gullnaw side of Judaism than its philosophic or legal
inesse.

I was pressured to familiarise myself with the scrip-
tural material, but | was under no pressure to accept it
at face value. It was clear that my father did not accept
it that way, but, if he had a coherent alternative view,
he dlq not impose it on me. What came across to me,
was his conviction that one must keep asking and prob-
ing, to find out what the contributors and editors weré
up to. Irrespective of whether or not there was a God,
the contributors and editors were people, and as such
they were manipulators, inspired or mischievous, as the
case may be. They were either nettled by the facts they
resented, and/or they had visions of what ought to be.
On the other hand they may have been no more than
power mechanics. Most likely their motivations derived
from a mixture of all these components.

There is a tendency for accounts of Biblical and
Talmudic writing to be deferential. The worth of such
compromise is doubtful, though it may earn high m;arks
for tact. Intellectually no compromise is possible-
Revelation is either revolutionary or evolutionary. The
scriptures, particularly the “‘old Testament’’, weré
either revealed on Mt. Sinai — and, according to
Talmudic tradition, the Talmud along with it, in oral
form — or else they were developed in the course O
time and not necessarily by the “‘Jews’’ alone. No one
can prove that God does not exist and did not writé
the Torah on Mt. Sinai, “’with fingers of fire"’, or that he
glddr:n:t create the world in six dayg; and no can prove

e did.
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Unlike Phillip Adams, | do not claim to know
whether God exists or not. However, given the qualities
one attributes to a universal, truthful, ominscient,
benevolent God, it is not possible to assume he wrote
the five books of Moses. The imperfections of author-
ship and God’s assumed perfection are not compatible.
The rejection of divine authorship is therefore much
more compatible with the assumption of a perfect God,
than the acceptance of divine authorship. Con-
sequently a critical attitude to our literature is quite
compatible with a belief in God.

The negative part of my posture is due to the
traumas of my youth. Most people born in a country
feel a securely integral part of the people which inhabits
that country. Group identity is given and taken for
granted, the ““orgy-porgy’’ attending to it, flagwaving,
jingoism et al. is a matter of local preference. It was not
so in my case, nor the case of any other Jew born in
Vienna after World War I. | was born in Vienna which
had a population of 300,000 Jews, of whom about
140,000 had declared themselves ‘‘Konfessionslos”
(without religion) in order to escape the
“Kultusssteuer’” (a “cult levy’’ collected by the state
and paid to religious authorities). These people acted in
an ostrich-like manner. Since social democrats and
communists were as a rule non-religious or anti-
religious, and these non-religious Jews were mostly of
the same political bent, they felt part of that sub-group.

Relying basically on wishful thought, they deemed
themselves accepted. As a consequence they were par-
ticularly vulnerable, and felt particularly shattered when
their delusion was unseated in 1937-38, just as it has
been unseated again since 1972-73.

The post war Depression had hit Austria particular-
ly hard, because, due to the breakup of the Austro-
Hungarian monarchy after the war, Austria emerged as
an economically non-viable entity. It had a large urban
“Lumpenprolatariat’’, displaced and in search of
scapegoats, quite apart from a strong traditional
Catholic clerical anti-Semitism which held its congrega-
tions poised, well beyond the ‘‘gentlemen’s agree-
ment”’, in the vicinity of incipient violence.

The children were filled with religious Jew-baiting
slogans, and consequently had no internal resistance to
the more virulent non-religious Jew-baiting doggerel
which also consistently polluted the atmosphere. | was
therefore constantly assailed by virulent accusations of
deicide (you killed Jesus, | don’t mean you personally,
but the other Jews), which were sometimes accom-
panied by physical violence, plus all the other
deprecating slogans, which kids had picked up from
home and trotted out. In other words, | was subject to
continuous suggestion that | was a pariah and/or a
defective. The former accusation was reinforced by
awareness of the grinding poverty of my peer group
(including Jews) and the comparative affluence of my
middle class home. My accusers could exploit vague ir-
rational guilt feelings. How does one cope with that?

At the turn of the century, acculturated Jews
believed Jew-baiting to be fundamentally a case of
religious intolerance, and therefore thought one could
escape this by ““turning’”’. However they found out —
The German poet Heinrich Heine prominently amongst
them — that the rejection was (racial) tribal, not
religious, so that conversion offered no answer. It was
this fact — it became shriekingly obvious in the
“Dreyfus Affair'” — which prompted a completely
assimilated Jewish journalist, Theodore Herzl, to form
the political Zionist movement. In a world drifting

6 Melbourne Chronicle °

towards jingoism there was no room for a
cosmopolitan pseudo-religious ethnicity. There
was only one model for the expression of ethnic identi-
ty, and that involved geographic — military par-
ticularism. The baptised Heinrich Heine had realised
this long before and had become a Zionist.

There was a non-political Zionism, which preceded
the political Zionism created by Heine born 1797, died in
1856, four years before Herzl was born. The Dreyfus
trial occurred in 1894.

The earlier non-political Zionism understood the
problem, but did not attempt a political solution.
Political Zionism understood that the only assimilation
feasible was the militant variety. Survival required that
we become ‘like them'’/, separately. As for the
youngsters like myself the dilemma was much simpler,
and so was the solution. | could either accept myself as
defective, in accordance with my accusers’ perpetual
insinuation, or — since | knew well that | had never
harmed any of them, and neither had my family — |
could reach the conclusion that my accusers were
defective, and latently homicidal | could choose in-
feriority or paranoia.

| elected the second, the paranoic option, and
nothing has happened in my life since then to change
that position. | have never met a Jew-baiter, or Zionist
baiter nowadays, whose general social behaviour com-
pares favourably with mine, although some of them
have “‘better heelclicking manners’’. This must not be
misconstrued as a condemnation of all Catholics as
Jew-baiters. Catholicism operates at many different

levels. The Spanish peasant Qétholic — who, in a
vendetta against a neighbour’s village, \_NIII enter ““their’’
church and smash ‘‘their’” Jesus — is not the same

Catholic as Teilhard de Chardin or Clare Boothe-Luce.
In fact even Popes cannot be compared with each
other. Pope John 23rd, who saw himself as ""Joseph
your brother’” was seen that way, in turn, by the Jews
who officially mourned for him like a brother. No other
Pope saw himself that way, nor was seen so in turn.

However, rejection (of the Jew-baiter as a defec-
tive) was neither a healthy, nor sufficient basis for a
sense of ethnic identity. Quite apart from the need to
acquire knowledge just to counter the false accusa-
tions, and hare brained illogical constructs, there was a
need for positive elective identification with my group.
This required a comprehension of the nature of Jewish
identity, based on its cultural norms, historic and scrip-
tural, plus a knowledge of Christian history and civilisa-
tion, in order to have the power of comparison. In the
end | favoured Judaism for the same reason for which |
favour democracy, not so much because it is perfect,
but because the other options are so much worse. My
lifelong search confirmed one of my father's fondly
remembered slogans ““What's good in Christianity (the
new lIsrael) is not new, and what'’s new is not good.”’
(The same could be said for socialism).

So you see, | was under considerable pressure to
““understand”’ (which means to construct a satisfactory
plausible story of my historic origins, and identity), and
to accept myself not as a reluctant, but willing torch
bearer in this historic relay race. There is no inner peace
unless you accept yourself, in that sense, or in any nar-
rower sense. Until you have done that, i.e. until you can
love yourself (not in the arcissus way) it is not much
good to ““love your neighbour as you love yourself’”. If
you hate yourself you will hate him too.
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The religious Jew does not face a problem of iden-
tity. His tribal anchor is entirely emotional, secure and
ritualised. On the other hand, he has little or no com-
prehension of his ethnic history. Nine Jews out of Ten
do not believe in a God. They are, mostly, content with
vague flagwaving for Israel as a venue for identity (and
gefilte fish and matzo balls). As | see it, both we and our
forebears deserve better than that, but as some rabbis
would see it, | am “‘nebbech oisgeglitsht"’.

THOUGHTS OF MY FATHER

Dorothy Hall

Eyes and cheeks
| remember most.
Blue, red,
primary colours both.

A child
| stoop beside the lake breathing in hope;
the strings swing taut
to a fumble of yabbies’ claws;
as one we twist the twine of eagerness
our faces ripple in shadowed water.

At night
the moon shuttles clouds into tapestries,
lions emerge, rampaging.
| am pursued down dark passages
‘Father! Father!”
His dressing gown of blue enfolds me.

Now
on this weeping day | would paint his wreath,
blue, red,
Primary colours both
only
my sullied brush
paints
purple.
SMOKE DRIFT
Dorothy Hall
Amorphous

| cannot clutch itin my hand.

Itis the half world

neither flesh nor spirit

fierce delight of firelight

Autumn kindling the heart

taut tang of incense

a vandal’s exultation

the smothering horror of a holocaust.

It is the drifting distillation
of man’s choice.
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“they didn’t get me this time"’
Ruth Teicher

out of mist
into greyness

it closes over you
like water in
a silent pool

"I am here”’
a soundless shout

aloud
give name weight height
and urine sample

when it comes your turn

behind counters
stacks of record cards
loom expectant

past closed doors
to vacant surgery
chrome

routine questions couch
trained hands move
beneath grey blanket

retreating footsteps
"“take your time
getting dressed”’

““The Homes"’
Ruth Teicher

when he leaves

it will be as though
some study oak
had been pulled up
from a corner of
my mind

where it had stood
for ever

he had pushed his roots

deep down

now frail bent

feels winter cold encroaching
seeks more protection

for his aching bones

at nine-thirty sharp

on Tuesday

a taxi-truck will call :

to take some favoured possessions
for comfort

in an unfamiliar room
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YIDDISH WRITERS IN AUSTRALIA

YITZHAK KAHN —

The Uncompromising Essayist

By Gedaliah Shaiak

In contrast to Yehoshua Rapoport (see Melbourne
Chronicle 3(32) June-July 1982), Yitzhak Kahn is of a
quieter mould. Different in temperament, more
reserved, appreciative of the difficulties and pain of
creative endeavour, he is not harsh and antagonistic
towards writers and follow-readers, but is vyet
recognised for his integrity in his evaluation of belles-
lettres.

An auto-didact, he is deeply-read, erudite and
dedicated to his craft as essayist and critic. Yitzhak
Kahn was born in Ostrolenko, on the river Narev in
Central Poland, into a family steeped in Talmudic
tradition. In his childhood, he became a refugee when,
in 1915, during World War 1, his shtetl was burnt down
and his family fled to Russia. They settled in Vitebsk, in
the town where Marc Chagall had been born. Here, he
attended a yeshivah and later acquired a meagre
secular education.

He came to Australia with his wife in 1937. He
settled in Melbourne which had, at the time, a small
Jewish community and was rather deficient in Jewish
culture and social activities. Gradually, he acclimatised
himself to the new environment and worked hard to eke
out a livelihood of a sort, but he continued to study,
motivated by the need to learn and to express himself.
As far back as 1921, he had made his literary debut with
an essay in the magazine ‘"Yunger Weker”’, a Bundist
publication in Warsaw. However, in Melbourne, he
found no Yiddish magazine, but he wrote nonetheless,
his work headed mostly, as it were, for the drawer.

An echo of this period emerged in his foreword to
his first book, ‘‘Sparks and Flames’’, (1964), in which
he wrote:

““No man is able to feel what a writer lives
through when he writes for the drawer. The
best work in a drawer are like silent children
and only their mother can understand their
sadness. Only when a manuscript finds its
place between two covers does creativeness
begin to speak.”’

With the post-War expansion of the Jewish
community and the arrival of more educated well-read
migrants, many new cultural enterprises were
established, among them Yiddish schools and two
Yiddish weeklies which injected a new vibrant spirit into
Jewish communal life. As the Bundist influence was
particularly strong in these, Yitzhak Kahn found his
niche.

Endowed with clarity of expression, he became a
prominent speaker at communal gatherings. With
improved economic standing, he was able to devote
more of his time to his essays and to pieces such as
theatre reviews which appeared in the local Yiddish
press. In due course, his essays, showing a predilection
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Yitzhak Kahn

for the classics of many nations, were gathered
together and published in the first of a series of
volumes, ‘‘Sparks and Flames'’. With this work was
launched his career as a recognised author.

Kahn travelled extensively, meeting with writers
and artists who helped to widen his horizons and
outlook on social problems which were affecting
humankind everywhere.

His output to-date consists of four volumes in
Yiddish and one in English.

In his ““Sparks and Flames"’, he deals, among other
subjects, with Thomas Mann, Leon Feuchtwanger,
Boris Pasternak, Ernest Hemingway, Benjamin Disraeli,
George Bernard Shaw and Stefan Zweig.

In At the Crossroads’’, (1971), he comments on
Mendele Mocher Sforim, David Bergelson, Joseph
Opatoshu, among others.

In 1976, he published his fictitious “Chats with
Australian Writers'’, studies of such authors as Henry
Handel Richardson, Henry Lawson, Christina Stead,
Patrick White, Nancy Keesing, Judah Waten, Vance
Palmer and Alan Marshall. What is remarkable here is
that, in dissecting some of these writers, he tries to find
what they may have in common with Yiddish writers,
aiming thereby to bring the reader closer to home
ground.

In discussing Henry Lawson, for instance, Kahn
sets him against |. M. Weisenberg's ‘‘Fathers and
Sons’’ in his treatment of their respective themes and
characters, both of them dealing with the uncouth,
ignorant and thick-skinned. Though Lawson is a
craftsman and in his element when dealing with such
characters, to Kahn, his talent shows limitations when
dealing with intellectuals, for Lawson’s own intellectual
horizons are narrow.

On the other hand, Kahn delights in Patrick
White's style, dialogue, metaphors and mysticism. In
analysing ““The Tree of Man"" and “’Voss'’, he compares
the transformation of these characters with Peretz’'s
“The Transformation of a Melody”. Here, Kahn is
sensitive and perceptive, free from ambiguity. He refers
to Patrick White’s doubts and to his remark when
rumours reached him that he was a candidate for the
Nobel Prize for Literature.

“If | get this high award, | shall have a guilty
conscience all my life when Tolstoy, Joyce
and Lawrence were not endowed with that
prize.”’
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In 1973, when White did receive the Prize, he
declined the invitation to accept it in person in
Stockholm.

In Kahn's most recent volume of essays, ‘‘Portraits
and Profiles”’, (1979), he covers a wide scope of cultural
and historical themes, among which are included
studies of Jewish writers in Anglo-Saxon literature,
Moses Mendelssohn, Yehuda Halevy, Baruch Spinoza,
Bashevis Singer, Ned Kelly and European writers.

Besides his four volumes of essays in Yiddish, a
number of his works have appeared in overseas Yiddish
literary journals and have been widely acclaimed by
prominent authors and critics. |. Glatstein, for instance,
writes "'Yitzhak Kahn is endowed with a natural gift. He
shows this by highlighting the most important pages of
a great work,” while |. Hirshhoyt, the Editor of
Tsukunft (New York), says, ‘“Yitzhak Kahn's critical
evaluations are fundamental and wholesome with deep
knowledge of thematic and with great honesty”’.

In 1978, appeared his ‘‘Portraits of Yiddish
Writers'’, a collection of essays originally in Yiddish
translated into English by Joseph Leftwich, a prominent
writer and publicist. In his Introduction to the book,
Leftwich writes,

“Mr Kahn writes in a scholarly learned style
that is simultaneously lively and varied.
Anyone who has not read Yiddish poets in
translation could hardly do better than to
begin with this book which captures their
flavour thoroughly.”

In 1978, Kahn received a major literary award from
the World Congress for Jewish Culture and a grant
from the Australian Literature Board to enable him to
continue with his work. ‘

On reflecting on Kahn’s writings, an interesting
observation emerges. Since 1934, some 64 Yiddish
books have been published in Melbourne, almost 40 of
them since 1950. Yet, in his studies, Kahn rarely deals
with contemporary Australian Yiddish writers except
for Rapoport, Goldhar and Bergner. The question has
often been asked why that is so when he rubs shoulders
with them at many social and cultural functions.

To my mind, the matter is at the discretion of
vYitzhak Kahn himself. He is not one to risk antagonising
his peers. To him, the axiom applies that a thing once
written is beyond recantation. Of course, one could set
against this attitude that of muel Johnson: "I would
rather be attacked than unnoticed. For the worst thing
you can do to an author is to be silent about his work."’

Yitzhak Kahn is currently working on a new book
which deals with Marcel Proust, the Russians Nikolai
Gogol and Fyodor Dostoievski, the Dreyfus Affair, and
other subjects, among them personages he
encountered in his youth. )

Kahn's style is crisp; his material is interlaced yvnh
Talmudic passages; and when dealing with writers
shows deep insight into their psyche and into the period
which serves as a historical-social-cultural backdrop to
their life and work Kahn emerges as a highly-gifted
essayist and devotee of his craft.

ISRAEL BY-LINE

THE GOLEM

The Golem, the celebrated Jewish version of the
Frankenstein monster, is being re-enacted in Israeli
theatres with a twist that reflects Israel’s qualms about
being a military power.

“Yossele Golem'’, as portrayed by playwright Dan
Horowitz, symbolises the Israeli army, powerful,
efficient, but ultimately soul-less and impotent.

It was written before the Lebanon War, but it has
become timely and provocative in light of questions the
war has raised in Israel about the limits of an army’s
ability to solve a nation’s problems.

The original legend told of a monster created in
Prague in the 17th Century by Rabbi Judah Loew to
protect Jews from their persecutors. Once the golem
had eradicated anti-Semitism, so the fable goes, it was
destroyed by the very community it was created by to
defend.

Three centuries later, in the Jewish State that was
designed as the very antithesis of Loew’s ghetto,
playright Horowitz has re-created the golem as a
modern parable of Israeli might.

Yossele Golem is a handsome but simple-minded
brute created by a Jewish community, dressed in
military garb and sent to fight non-Jews.

“Stand up on your feet, Hero of Israel”, it is
commanded. ‘Do everything you are told. Walk into
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IN ISRAEL

Colin Golvan

fire. Drown in great gushes of water. Jump down from
the tower. Listen and do!"”’

Yossele Golem inflicts a crushing defeat on the
non-Jews which is meant, in some way, to compensate
for centuries of persecution. The Jews worship him as a
messiah and saviour.

“‘Give us a dream’’, they chant, “a dream we have
dreamed for decades. A hard dream. A dream of steel”.

But Yossele cannot fulfil their wishes. When the
Jews command him to deliver them to Jerusalem In
ships that will sail through the sky, his frustration wells
up.

“An axe? An axe | can wield,” he says in simple
language. ““To bring ships from the sky | can’t.”

The community then puts him to death.

Says Horowitz: “I believe that, like the golem, the
Israeli army — the symbol of Israel — is presently in the
process of being destroyed. The elected government
thinks it can end all our difficulties by sending In the
army to perform the depressing work of terrorising an
even killing innocent people.”’

Referring to the anti-war movement, led by
discharged combat soldiers who are demanding .the
government's resignation, Horowitz says: “"The soldiers
sent to Lebanon have been placed in a very confused
situation. They still suffer from it. They have begun t0
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hate the leaders who brought them to it.”” In an
interview, he said that his next play will be about
Colonel Eli Geva, the Israeli Brigade Commander who
resigned in the midst of the Lebanon War in a
disagreement over the siege of Beirut. "It was a
turning-point in the history of the army, in that he let
himself be outside of things. He could have taken some
pills and become sick for a week, but instead he
rescued himself from becoming a golem in the most
simple and dignified way."”’

Horowitz, a 41-year-old Sabra, says a basic theme
of modern Jewish life “is the desire to bring salvation
by force because we have suffered from our weakness
for so long. All our training as Israelis has to do with
being tough and practical, not so sophisticated,
impolite.”” He says the Zionist doctrine has answered
the physical needs of Jewish existence, ‘’but not the
problem of our goals and values”.

Like Yossele Golem’s creators who think his
strength will solve all their problems, ““we have made
the mistake of thinking that the return to Zion was itself
the Messiah,”” says Horowitz.

He believes that despite military victories and the
creation of a modern state out of swamp and desert,
Zionism has not achieved its goal.

"l am sure that many Palestinians feel more at
home here than many Jews like myself who were born
here,” Horowitz says. “We haven’t yet succeeded in
building a country here. We are still looking for our
character and identity. Meanwhile, | feel like something
of arefugee.”

LONDON BRIDGE

(APAINTING)

J.A. Jacono

The Titan, knee deep in bed rock,

thighs flecked with the foamy spume

from Neptune’s beard,

mantled with wind fed storm tossed stubble,
time creased furrows armoured with lichen,
resolute, silent, and waiting.

The West Wind sowed the seeds of madness.
Small cloud clusters, mumbling malcontents,
festering in a corner of the sky,

to inflame harmless scudding Cirrus

with the black and purple of low forebodings,
to chill the sun.

And fret —

the restless rhythm of the Waste.

Tufts of spray snatched by the Vortex,
imbued with the rage of the sea beasts,
lashed by Furies, goaded

past reason, past caring,

to seethe and swathe and swirl,

and then retreat. Grasping fingers of froth,
slipping the sandstone; exhausted.

THE ART OF CHARLES AISEN

Truth is supposed to be stranger than fiction. | got
a confirmation of this when | met Charles Aisen, got to
know him and heard the story of his life.

A metal worker for three generations, an ex-
corporal in the Polish army in the 1920s, Charles
emigrated to Australia in 1926.

As you realise from the above, he is no youngster
but he is young in spirit in spite of his 82 years.

Short of stature and broad in the shoulders with
twinkling eyes and a gift for spinning yarns and telling
jokes equal to any Irish blarney, he had an amazingly
varied and chequered career, in Australia as well as in
his place of birth.

A bread carter, plumber, metal worker, shop
steward in a boot factory, inventor, manufacturer,
this is a concise gamut of his occupations.

Similarly a very varied political range of views,
from extreme left, Charles can still quote Plekhanov,
through different aspects of his Labour Party affiliation.

Two things remained steady in his otherwise
stormy life, his love for his wife Fay and his involvement
in the lore of traditional life in Eastern European Jewry.

After his retirement Charles Aisen continued with
his involvement in Social Affairs, Jewish Welfare

*Stan Robe is the author of the recently published book album ““Charles
Aisen — His Metal Sculptures’’.

10 Melbourne Chronicle °

by Stan Robe

¥ raenne

November/December 1982



Society, Jewish Council to combat Fascism and anti-
Semitism, Kadimah Club, Australian Labour Party and
local council Welfare work. All those however were not
sufficient outlets for his bubbling energy. And so Aisen
took on Art. He tried painting, ceramics, stained glass
effects, and finally decided that ironworkers are the salt
of the earth. He settled down to sculpting in metal. No
welding torch or casting owens however for him. He
went back to the craft of his forefathers. Tinsnips, vise,
soldering iron and paint brush for additional effects
were his tools.

Today, after an output of well over 130 works, one
can well appreciate the skill and philosophy of this
native-primitive sculptor. His works cover a great range
both in size — from eight feet high to a few inches in
height — and in theme, as well as in the sources of
inspiration.

As | see it, his works can be divided into four
different sectors.

To me personally the most important one is the
traditional one, the one dealing with the traditional
ways of life of Jewry in the Pale — in Eastern Europe.
This could be divided by meticulous critics into two
aspects, the one of habits, of mode of life, the other
one of the religious usages of those people. To me they
come under one heading because they cover the same
people in the same period of time. | see in those
sculptors the people depicted by Sholem Aleichem and
other famous writers NOT as |, who have not lived
amongst them, but only brushed against them, would
imagine them, but as a living witness — perhaps the
last and oldest — has actually seen them. That is why
this aspect of his work is so important to me.

* * *
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Apart from the above, there is a whole series of
sculptures of importance. Those cover the Jewish
humour. The stories of the Fools of Chelm, the types of
jokes so dear to Jewish people, where they laugh at
their own foolishness and in doing so relieve their fears,
their bitterness, their misery. Those stories illustrate the
Jewish resilience which allowed them to survive the
thousands of years of persecution and remain what
they are.

* * *

Charles Aisen states: “The Ten Commandments
are actually one commandment and nine ethical
precepts.”

Those nine precepts have been the guide of Jewish
and non-Jewish peoples for many centuries. Not
always adhered to, not always respected, not always
correctly understood. A Jewish sage at one stage
reduced them to one saying: Love Thy Neighbour —
the rest is only commentary. A Jewish prophet stated:
God does not want your burnt offerings, He wants you
to walk in righteousness.

Those teachings sunk deeply into Aisen’s make up
and show in his political commentaries. Those
commentaries made out of flimsy tin sheet metal carry
a powerful punch. They deal with human freedom, with
the greed of some wealthy corporations, with political
wheeling and dealing and with unfair cruel treatment of
people and children. Aisen is not impartial, he is a
human being and as such can respond only to his inner
heartache; he cannot please everybody at the same
time, but the ethical discontent with the status quo is
there and the punch is certainly there as well.

The whole of his work is well worth study.

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”,
with cultural, communal, social, political

aims to deal

and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle”
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members

invites contributions

in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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SNOW

The night is long and dark. The quietness is rent by
muffled screams, but is not killed by them. We rise from
our slumber, only to wander through the narrow streets
of our township, and stand on its small piazzas.

Summer is nearing its end — the nights stretching
to Infinity. The sky, clear and peaceful, is lit by a million
stars. Later comes Autumn — cruel and violent. Our
feet stick fast in the mud. The ground turns into one
big, fermenting bog. We fear the mire, but are not
afraid of death. We think about it with longing —
hoping for redemption, yet no-one dares to kill himself
of his own free will. Rain washes out the roads. For
hours people stand there idly. They shoot idle people.

The first snow falls. Against its white background,
our bodies clad in dark rags, stand our starkly. Each of
us is like a single, dark pillar, or a road-sign at which no-
one stops. Snow delivers us to our enemies, with a
confidence difficult to achieve by any man. The snow
brings to us the reality of that other world, with its
colours of infinite variety, which exists on the other side
of the wall. In the narrow streets and small squares of
our town, the snow loses its colour. It melts as soon as
it falls, like a footprint on the surface of the mud. Snow
must have space. Here it melts quickly, even when we
stand still.

That day, the gate of the ghetto was suddenly
opened, and the Germans surrounded those people
who were walking in the streets. They dragged out
others who had hidden behind the gates of the houses.
Chosen at random, they were hurried away towards the
gate; and | was among them.

The sight of the white snow stretching into space
startled me. Our gutters were covered with slush, but
here everything was white — shining as only snow can
shine following a big drop in temperature. That frost
was the reason for our suffering. The snow wouldn’t
melt, so we had to clear it away. The whole world was
covered with snow — the town, the streets, the roads,
the highways, and the meadows. | hadn’t seen the
outside world for a whole year!

The Germans hurried us towards the end of the
town. We had to clear the highway connecting our
town with the neighbouring one. Our group moved
slowly, silently guarded by S.S. men dressed in long
heavy fur coats, and wearing high boots lined with felt.
They wore everything to protect themselves from the
treacherous weather: such was their true heroism!
Warm hats covered their heads, and on their hands —
warm gloves.

And we? We were half dressed! Our feet were in
rags, and through the torn cloth one could see the
flesh. Starving, hungry, we swayed on our feet. Many
were sick; tuberculosis stalked amongst us.

Finally we came to a stop. They gave us shovels —
enormously big ones; heavier than our maltreated, ugly
bodies. In slow motion we cleared the snow from the
centre of the road, and piled it in pyramids on both
sides. We moved as a column, systematically cleaning
the road, section by section. A long wall of snow
followed us. It was the work of our hands. No, not only
ours! Other people were working there also, watched
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by S.S. men who surrounded them in silenqe. Why
were they there? They were there on our arrival, but
they did not wear any arm-bands.

Endlessly we continued to work. | looked at the
strangers with envy. How | envied them their proper
boots, jackets, gloves and warm hats! Occasionally,
when one of them opened his coat, | could see a suit
jacket worn on top of a warm sweater, and they also
wore scarves. | thought they did not notice us.

We continued working, moving the shovels so as
not to stiffen from the bitter cold. And all the time we
were hungry! We were imprisoned and tortured —
tortured many times over. Even in July we felt frozen —
with the cruel chill of loneliness.

Beside me a woman was working. She was one of
those whom the Germans had taken from the ghetto. |
would not have noticed her but for the fact that she was
almost naked. No, | have not described her correctly!
She wore a white blouse, slightly soiled, with short
sleeves, and a short coloured cotton skirt. On her base
feet were broken shoes, tearing apart. They must have
dragged her from her home. She would scarqely have
been walking in the street in such flimsy attire — or
would she? At any rate, | did not know her.

In the ghetto, in that over-crowded world, there
were still many young and beautiful women. Long ago,
in the normal world, a meeting with such a girl would
have made time stand still. But on such a day as this, it
was useless. The words of a song came to my mind: It
was then, when | first saw you. . .”" Silently, | watched
her face and every movement. This girl was like
someone from the distant past — a different era — the
longing for which caused a stifled cry to echo in my
soul. | didn’t dare to look into her eyes. It would bring
perhaps, a promise of painful waiting for an impqssnble
romance, which would push away the stark reality of
war. She was shivering. | was ashamed for her,
knowing the embarrassment she must have felt for her
near-nudity. | was ashamed for her pitiful, swollen legs.

| did not notice when one of the ‘‘others”
approached her. | noticed him only when | heard his
voice asking: “Are you cold?”’ He was an old man,
dressed in a long jacket which came to his knees, and
he wore a warm cap. From beneath its peak, a pair of
tired, caring eyes looked out. The stranger was
gathering snow, and hurling it over his shoulder
towards the fields.

I looked in that direction, and in my line of vision |
beheld distant homes, with chimneys from which
smoke was rising. Suddenly, the smell of the snow
brought back to me the sense of normal, everyday
living — the warm stove, the singing kettle, potatoes
bubbling in the pot, the mat on which we wiped out feet
before stepping over the threshold.

"Are you cold?"’ he whispered again, standing very
close to her.

""Why do you ask?’’ she replied.

""Here, take my jacket,”” he said.

The hush which fell was the silence of a surprised
animal.
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‘“Why?"’ she repeated, after a moment.

“*You have nothing on,’’ he answered.

| can't take it,”” she said.

““Why not?"’ he asked. ‘’You will freeze, and | am
warm enough.”’

He waited for a while, making a few movements
with his shovel, and then went on —

“'| am perspiring, and the jacket is in my way. Take
it! It will be easier for me.”

‘| am so cold!”’ she exclaimed.

“| can see that.” There was a pause. ‘‘Maybe if
you could work more quickly!"’

I have no strength left!"”

““Take it!’’ he said again.

He pushed the shovel into the snow, and from the
corner of my eye, | saw how quickly he removed his
gloves and began to unbutton his jacket. The girl stood
and waited, expressionless. For a moment she put
down her shovel, and clutched the jacket to her, as
though she wanted to preserve the warmth in it.

Alas, it was too long her her. As she bent to pick
up the shovel, the jacket swept the snow. “‘Button it
up!’’ the stranger said, and smiled.

| told you it was in my way. Now I’ll be able to
work better.”

The S.S. men who were guarding us tried to keep
warm by running about, slapping each other on the
back, whilst yelling at each other from time to time.
And we? Silent and lost in our thoughts, we worked.
We worked, not only from fear of the Germans, but
because the bitter cold was tearing the remnants of
clothes from our backs with its frozen, icy fingers.

Suddenly, someone ran hurriedly across the road. |
heard heavy footsteps, and the sound of a man panting
and out of breath. An S.S. man stood in front of the
girl, and asked in a hoarse, choking voice:

“Where did you get this from?’’ His out-stretched
hand pointed at the jacket. The girl stood silent.
Without waiting for a reply, the S.S. man turned. His
eyes fell upon the man standing nearby, in a suit coat
without an arm-band.

“Is this yours?"’

““Yes, it is mine.” The open admission from the old
man somehow did not surprise me. The S.S. man must
have noticed that the girl, who had previously been
dressed only in a short-sleeved blouse and skirt, was
now wearing the long jacket.

“Why did you give her your jacket? Don’t you
know she is Jewish? This is a Jewess!"’

““The jacket was in my way."”
*Are you hot?'’ asked the S.S. man.
IlYes!ll

The Polish man turned pale. He was being
addressed by someone from a brutal, ruthless and
unforgiving world.

“You are hot!"’ repeated the German.
““Yes,"’ the Pole answered quietly.

““So take this off tool’’ The S.S. man's finger
pointed at the cap. Slowly the stranger took off his cap,
and held it in his lowered hand.

“Give it to her!'’ he ordered.
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The girl took the cap, not knowing what to do with
it.

“put it on, girll” barked the S.S. man. After a
moment he turned again to the Pole, saying —

“You still wear a scarf and gloves. Take them off!"’

The man slowly pulled off his gloves — then untied
his scarf.

**Give them to her!"”’

The girl hesitated.

“Take it, | say!’’ the S.S. man ordered her.

Are you still hot, Pole?"* he demanded.

The other did not speak.

“In that case, take off your coat!’’ he ordered.

The stranger moved very slowly.

“What are you waiting for? Take off your boots
too! Quickly!”” The poor man tried to push off his boots,
but his fingers were clumsy with cold. Finally, he leant
on the shovel with one hand, and tried to pull off one
boot with the other.

“And the socks!”’ the cruel, mocking voice
ordered.

A moment passed, and a bare foot touched the
Snow.

’Give them to her!"’

The S.S. man now turned his attention to the girl,
barking —

’Put them on!”’

The girl did as she was told; putting on the socks,
and pushing her feet into the boots.

*'Are you still hot?”” came the question. There was
no reply.

. “Tell me when you're cold . . .”” said the ruthless
voice.

Twilight embraced the fields, as they hustled us
quickly back behind the walls. In front of me walked the
girl, in someone else’s jacket. Head down, she trudged
along and wept. Beside her marched the S.S. man,
watching her every movement, making sure she didn't
let any garments fall to the ground, where the .Pole
might be able to retrieve them. Glancing furtively
around, | could still see him. His back towards us, he
stood there like a column — silent and solitary in the
vast expanse of snow. The sight haunts me to this day.
Lyvonder how long it took for merciful death to overtake

im.

Translated from Polish by Mrs. Ursula Flicker.
Edited by Mrs. Posy Firestone.

__ *Stanlislaw Wygodski, born 1907, is a Polish poet and author, o
living in Israel. His father, Isaac Wygodski, had been a prominent Polis!
Zionist, while Stanislaw Wygodski was early drawn to Comm“'."'.s"}
and, in 1925, condemned to two years' imprisonment for his politica
activities.

butions to literary
Moscow in 1933-
town of Bedzin t0
turned to Poland

. He began his literary career in 1928 with contri
penpdlcals. His first collection of verse appeared in
During World War Il, he was deported from his home-
Auschwitz where he survived until the liberation. He re! 2
in 1947 and there resumed his literary work. He has published mané'
volumes of poetry and prose, a number of which have been 'translate
into many languages. He has himself published translations from
Yiddish literature. He emigrated to Israel in 1968.

_ Wygodski's work reflect his concern for the fate of his fellow-men,
their moral purity and strength, and his struggle against social evil.
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"EUBALONG"

He opened one eye and watched the dust particles
dance in the beam of light that bisected the dormitory.
The moth that had fluttered crazily around the light
shade the night before was now beating its wings
against the window pane striving to reach the freedom
that lay beyond. Its fierce efforts left the tiniest traces of
silvery powder on the glass. The boy imagined them in-
to a word: ‘dan or dig?’. Then the moth’s wings wiped
the word away to replace it with another pattern. This
time, he thought, it's a Hebrew word with those
graceful thin and thick letters with dots under them that
he could never remember the meaning of.

On either side of him the blue quilted humps were
beginning to stir. He longed for a few moments more of
the silent half light wherein his eye and mind could
combine to fill with images that would all too soon be
obliterated by the hatefulness of Sunday with its parade
of scrubbed children to be put out for inspection by an
overdressed, overfed, ever-so-polite committee of
charity workers, their cars a repository of cast-off
clothing, then by parents and relatives who, after the
first flurry of kisses found little to say and drew into
groups of their own. His own private agony was
whether his father would visit him and if he did, would
he buy his way out of the embarrassment of the
meeting with a coin pressed into his hand and mumble
about having to catch a train.

His thoughts turned back to Saturday and the
blowfly Gerard had squashed with a terrible thwack of
his prayer book just as the doddering old man held the
Torah aloft. He was supposed to hold the scrolls above
his head, turn a full circle and show the sacred writing
to all, but thin chalky wrists had no strength for such a
task and the scrolls banged down on the reading desk.
It was then, with precision timing, Gerard murdered the
blowfly. And a deep sadness came over Jules as its
busy life ended there on the synagogue floor. The ser-
vice dragged on while Jules cast around for another
symbol of freedom but found none.

A dud Japanese shell had taken away his freedom.
In 1942 its wild trajectory ended in the middle of a
neighboring street while the errant gunner on the sub-
marine off the Bondi coastline watched in vain for the
telltale puff of smoke. The devastation he longed for
was in fact far greater than he could have imagined.
The residents of this transplanted, reconstituted Jewish
ghetto trembled and called on their God imploring him
to leave them in peace or if this was beyond his com-
passion, to at least spare the children. Fathers left their
steam irons and sharp tailoring shears of Solingen steel
on the cutting tables and rushed home to wives already
dragging out the much labelled, cracked leather suit-
cases. Jules's father argued in three languages with the
munitions factory foreman, quoting the news broadcast
of the lonely shell until it took on the proportions of a
Coventry air raid.

Alright, alright Alex, the foreman had said, go
home now but be back in time for the night shift or the
Manpower mob will have you transferred up the bush
on a road gang.

But Jules’s father never went back. He gathered up
their few belongings from the room above the fruit-
shop, went to Central Railway Station and stared un-
comprehendingly at the train indicators. Then bought
two tickets to Eubalong. The English interpretation of
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this aboriginal place-name was completely lost on him.
West of the Blue Mountains the brown paper coun-
tryside stretched to the skyline and Eubalong sat on a
very edge of the paper. When the train pulled out of
Eubalong, it left behind a man, a boy of ten and a bright
red disc plough soon to be claimed by a woman of in-
determinate age.

“You the fella the Manpower sent me?”’, she
grunted as she wrestled with the plough, not waiting for
an answer but between heaves, ‘‘for gorsakes, give us a
hand to get this off the bloody platform and on to me
truck (heave) and the young'un can throw a bit o
weightinto ‘er too."”’

Father and son exchanged glances then moved
forward, Alex wrestling with the drawbar while the
woman and Jules turned the iron spokes. The plough
gained a small momentum with the combined effort
and soon moved freely along the platform, out through
the station gates and on to the gravel road where a cut-
down Dodge car pretended to be a utility.

“Now raise the drawbar until the hole goes over
the tongue. . .”” She elbowed Alex aside. 'Y’ bloody
fool, that big o’ steel stickin’ out the back of the truck.
There, that's got it!"’, as the holes, for a second match-
ed up and quickly the women dropped a steel bolt
through and secured it with a piece of fencing wire.

She stood back for a moment to admire the plough
then in a softer voice turned to Jules, ‘Better fetch
your bags young shaver.” Jules went off and the
woman leaned against the side of the truck, arms fold-
ed across her chest.

In his short time in Australia, Alex had never seen a
woman like her but in his flight across Europe he had
known briefly, the tough independent village women
who cared nothing for authority, whose courage apd
nearness to the earth gave them a dignity that city
women could rarely achieve. He looked at her feet in
their mud caked boots, the print dress with the crazily
undulating hemline, the little pearls of sweat that
decorated her foreams. Their eyes met in an unequal
battle. Only the fugitive smile that creased her mouth
momentarily freed him from that steadfast appraisal
and drew a similar response from him.

"That your boy?"’

“Yes."”

““Come up from Sydney have you?"’

"I have my identity card here,”” Alex’s dive into his
coat pocket was almost a reflex action, “‘you would like

to see it?"’. He proferred the brown card but she ig-
nored it.

“You can forget all that official rubbish; you're in
the country now. Jack’s in the Middle East last | heard
from him but he said to me straight before he went, he
said, Eileen, keep the farm going and don’t let them
government wallahs on the property.” She laughed.
“And | haven’t y’ know. They wouldn’t come within
cooee of Kyalong."”’

Jules struggled back manfully to his father’s side,
his eyes trying to interpret the two people, the old truck
and the long dusty street now deserted except for their
little group. He was tired and thirsty and clenched his
fists against a fear of the unknown. Alex rested a hand
on his shoulder and said, “This is my son Jules and, ah
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— | beg your pardon dear lady, my name is Alex, Alex-
ander Tabor. You want work done?’’ The words came
in a rush as the full import of the situation became ap-
parent to him.

I am from Silesia where there are many farms. |
have not much experience it is true, good lady. | am by
training a furrier . . ."”

He was cut short by her unconstrained laughter. It
rang up and down the empty street with nobody to en-
joy it but herself. She stopped only long enough to gasp
out, “Oh God, what have they sent me? A foreigner
and a — and a what was it? A furrier? Oh for goodness
sakes let's get home before Eubalong calls the green
cart and has me put away!”’

The road to Kyalong ran almost straight to the
foothills across numerous dry and boggy creekbeds.
Alex and Jules clung to the truck sides and watched the
plough veer from one side of the track to the other until
the grinding of gears indicated a change of terrain as
the old Dodge nosed its way up through clumps of trees
that leaned inwards like buttresses of a church. Just
when it seemed their progress must be halted by the
denseness of the scrub, the woman leaned out of the
cabin and called back over her shoulder ‘“Nip down
young’un and open the gate willya.”

Jules stepped gingerly over the cattle grid and
lifted up the ubiquitous fencing wire loop and swung
the gate back until it hit the grey gum post with enough
force to send it back across the track with him clinging
to it. Once again her clear laughter rang in his ears but
now he knew there was no malice in it. He opened the
gate once more and the truck trundled through, the
woman indicating to Jules that he should hop on to the
running board for the few hundred yards journey up to
the farm house.

D’ you reckon your old man could tan up them
rabbit skins nice enough for a coat for me, eh?’’ she
said to Jules as she jumped down and pointed to the
skins stretched tight on wires and strung out along the
fence. ‘‘He’s got to be good for something. Ah well
.. ."" she ended quietly, ‘‘we’ve all got to make the best
of itin these times."’

Alex, tie askew and waistcoat buttons undone
stood mutely with his black hat in his hands, his earlier
elan gone as he took in the low wide house that sat in
its garden of broken farm machinery pieces poking up
between the weeds. He followed the woman and Jules
into the house. The screen door banged behind them.

It took Jules only a couple of hours and a plate of
jam tarts to adjust to Mrs. Dougherty (you can call me
Ma if you want to young'un). Her zestful laughter en-
compassed him and eased the transition from cloying
Bondi ghetto life to the timeless daily routine of farm-
ing. In the fourteen months

his life at Kyalong, it was only toward the end that he
could bring the small word of Ma up from the depth of
hls_ secret being. In the paddocks he tried it out, slipping
it into sentences, varying the emphasis on it until he
was happy with the sound. Only the kookaburras laugh-
ed at him.

At tea one night, Mrs. Dougherty said, “'Jules, |
got a present for you in town yesterday. It's under the
truck seat, run and get it.”

She looked across the table at Alex whose dark
suit had long since been exchanged for an ill fitting
selection of Jack Dougherty’s work clothes. He still
could not meet her steady look and the alternative at
the table was equally disconcerting. On either side of
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her head on the wall behind her were pictures of her
soldier husband and a benignly smiling Jesus. There
had been occasions as he had passed the open door of
her bedroom on his way to the bathroom that to lie
alongside her in the big oak bed while the rain beat on
the iron roof would have eased the ache in his balls. But
Jesus, suspended in his agony above her head drained
the blood from his desire and he limply coqceded
defeat. If Eileen Dougherty missed her Jack, Christ and
the anti-christ as personified by Alex Tabor, a Jew from
a strange land with puzzling little leather thonged boxes
in a velvet bag in his drawer, kept her desires in a state
of grace.

Jules returned with a carelessly wrapped parcel
that barely concealed what was obviously a rifle. i_-le
formally presented it to Mrs. Dougherty and she with
equal gravity, handed it back to him saying, “Go on
with you Jules, you know darn well what's init.”” Then
she grabbed him awkwardly and kissed him. He let the
air rifle clatter to the ground as he rushed to her, his
muffled voice coming from somewhere between her
breasts, ‘‘Thanks, gee thanks . . . Ma.”

Had the boy crossed himself and genuflected, the
effect on Alex Tabor could not have been more
traumatic. He shot to his feet and his chair with the
kangaroos and emus carved across its back toppled
over.

“This lady,” he let each word out in controlled
puffs, ““is not your mother! No, no, no.” He archpd h,ls
body forward across the table and held Eileen's
frightened eyes in his own fixed stare.

“’His mother, may she rest in peace, is dead, dead,
over there,”’ he exhaled, his voice rising on each word.
He stepped backwards, his foot caught in the over-
turned chair and he fell in a deflated heap.

Once again Eileen’s ironic laughter cut into him.
Jules watched the scene carefully then joined in_her
sense of the ridiculous, his loyalties and affections
divided but erring on the side of Mrs. Dougherty. He
wanted to assist his father to his feet but could not
bring himself to take the few steps in his direction. In-
stead he picked up the gun and said, ‘‘I've shot you
Papa.”’ But Alex fled from the room out into the dusk,
the screen door slamming behind him.

In the weeks that followed, Alex worked around
the farm with an intensity that worried Eileen. She had
never been a taskmaster to him, only showing what had
to be done and leaving him to finish the jobs in his own
time. Never mind mate, she would say to him. Tomor-
row’s another day. Now he would leave the house at
daybreak and return at mealtime, eat in silence and go
to his room immediately after. Jules would \A_latch him
writing letters in that spiky up-and-down fashion of the
German schoolroom. Eileen kept her silence too- He_lt’
laughter was no longer the unifying thread that had kni
the household together.

The mail came twice a week to Kyalong brought by
an old man in his sulky who dropped the bundle, usually
heavy with rural newspapers into the milk can t_)olted to
a post at the roadside. Eileen would collect it, put it
unopened on the mantlepiece until after the evening
meal then with remarkable self control, slowly untie the
bundle sorting out the bills and newspapers until she
found the small tattered envelope with the army
postmark. Even then Jack's letter was left on the
mantlepiece to go with her to her room later that night.

But lately, as she peered into the milk can and
retrieved the mail she noticed that it had been untied
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and then tied up again not as neatly as the postmistress
at Eubalong would do it. Alex, she said to herself, it
could only be Alex. In all the time he and the boy had
lived with her, he had never had a letter. As they sat
down to the cold meat and salad that night she said to
him in her direct manner, "’Alex, have you been open-
ing the mail?”’

He put down his knife and fork and took a stiff
white envelope from his pocket. ““The boy is going to
Sydney.” He waved the letter at her in a defiant
gesture. He went on, ““Here is a letter from a Jewish
welfare organisation that has an . . .” He read through
the letter with his finger. **. . . an institution for children
like Jules where he can be among his own people. | will
take him tomorrow to the train.”

There was much more he wanted to say to her but
it all seemed so difficult. The traditions, background,
beliefs that he himself was reconciled to losing but
which he felt so deeply for Jules to know about. How
could he explain that to this kindly woman who knew
nothing of his religion and who treated her own with a
quirky cynicism. He wanted to thank her for her un-
questioning acceptance of them both, for her
unsentimental pragmatic courage. He thought a
sentence out in German and was ready to speak when
she said in a quiet voice, "’You are doing the right thing
Alex. No more than what | would’'ve done meself for
the boy. Now let’s say no more about it tonight eh?”’
She put an arm around Jules’s then seeing the tears well
up, gave him a gentle push and said in a mock severe
tone, ““Jules, | bet you didn’t put the chooks in the fowl
house tonight. And take your gun, the bloody fox might
be about again.”

When he had gone, she said to Alex, "“Kids eh?
Jack and me well, there’s no chance of me getting
pregnant even if | wanted to. You know what | mean
Alex?”’ Her eyes went to the two pictures on the wall.
“What they don’t know won’t hurt ‘'em.”” He warmed to
her smile and once more her laughter filled the room
taking in the living, the absent and the dead.

THE CYCLE

Basia Perlberger

Late afternoon, the sun is setting low,

here and there among the branches and the leaves
a golden ray is still aglow,

and trembling playfully, seems hesistant to go.

On the horizon the golden, blazing disc

glides bashfully and sinks,

and gentle twilight reluctantly takes over

and spreads around its wings.

Then night descends majestically, accompanied by
shadows,

darkness will envelop cities, fields and meadows.
Then the night will start to pale,

and dawn will take its place.

The sleepy sun will rise again

and will begin its race

across the wide horizon’s crest,

rolling from the east to west.

BOOK REVIEWS

Kaddish and Other Poems by Fay Zwicky
University of Queensland Press (hard cover, $12.95; paperback, $5.95)

Fay Zwicky has published only two books of
poetry, each of which bears witness to her Jewish
family background. Yet the presence of these poems is
so strong that she is recognised as one of Australia’s
more remarkable poets.

Two long works dominate this new book, and this
will not surprise readers who know ‘‘lsaac Babel's
Fiddle Reaches the Indian Ocean” and ‘“Emily
Dickinson Judges the Bread Division."’

In the ““Kaddish’” for her father, Zwicky assumes
the mourner’s role which tradition reserves for a man in
the presence of men. Like Allen Ginsberg in his Kaddish
for his mother, she goes beyond the indirectness of the
mourner’s Kaddish. Among its praises of God and its
pleas for His Blessings, there is no mention of the dead;
both Ginsberg and Zwicky include recollections of the
dead parent. But they are very different nonetheless —
Ginsberg anecdotal, exhaustive, almost violent in his
evocations of squalor and distress, a gargantuan pity it
seems that envelops his mother in racy monstrosities of
description. The reader must conjecture that they
register the son’s distress about the human condition,
and finally about mortality. Zwicky starts to tell us
something of her father, from recollections of
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childhood and by quoting medical colleagues, but the
relationship with her father and family is most
passionately examined when the child’s part in it and
debt to it are in question.

If it can be said of this Kaddish also, that it “’binds
the generations together in love and respect,”’ it is only
after painful questioning and painful reconciliation.

Like Ginsberg, Zwicky repeats the ritual praises:
"‘Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and
honoured, magnified and lauded be the name of the
Holy One . . .” but counterpointed with them is a
reductive parody of the nursery-rhyme ‘“The House
That Jack Built”. If she mentions ritual slaughter, she
even more particularly invokes the ferocities and
closeness within the family, the endless bonds of an
upbringing.

Thou shalt not exclude thyself from:

The collective body of the family

The collective body of the race

The collective body of the nation

Therefore repeat after me:

“This is done because of what the Eternal did
For me when | came forth from Egypt.”
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Strain, discord and rebellion are evoked where the
poet speaks of ‘‘death who is our God
. . . your failure who is our God.” The Kaddish has been
used to recall and define the past, but also to register
change as the mourner stands in the present and judges
the tradition whose invocations can be used after the
thousands of years in a new place, and despite
suffering and dissatisfied generations.

“Ark Voices’’ is a series of monologues: a long one
by Mrs Noah, and shorter ones by each of ten animals
— lemur, mouse, bat, tiger, wolf, whale, etc. Each of
them has character and vigour as they speak their fear
and longing in a time of danger. Mrs Noah's is a
domestic life (of super-zoo proportions):

Lord, the cleaning’s nothing.

What's a pen or two?

Even if the tapir’s urine

Takes the paint clean off

There's nothing easier.

But sir, the care!

This personage, usually a comic-complaining
character in English Miracle Plays, gives us a glimpse of
an idyllic earlier time:

The trees grew tall and now and

then | pocketed a speckled egg, could climb

and peer into the nests of starlings.

Height and blossom.

Appreciating Noah’s nobility, she nonetheless,
from her own place, begs for deliverance; it is a prayer
for our times too.

“Wolf-Song'’, though it goes on too long (the
fifteenth to seventeenth stanzas are those | could do
without), is a touching ballad; the (lengthened)
Hipposonnets’’ bathetic fun; perhaps it is the “Whale
Psalm’’ that will find most eager readers.

Earth’s nets tighten:

men forsake their mercy, shroud me dumb

who have so loved the habitation of

your waters.

Two groups of short poems complete the book.
The final three are all poems about *‘the poet”, the first
two mild satires on the affectations of the (male) poet,
the last from Zwicky’s own poet-self. Another ten
poems are about dreams, love, hate, identity . . . each
of them is strong and interesting. Two of them call to
mind not only Zwicky’s own “‘Ark Voices", but Blake's
early poems: her ‘‘Lamb” (worthy of a direct
comparison) and “‘Tiger Heart”’. Though not direct
speech, ‘‘Tiger Heart'’ has almost that naked strength:

The tiger heart (if heart is it)

Kneels down within its cage

It laps the famished air

It asks for nothing more . . .

The tiger stoops within its cage

And keeps its starving course along.

It will not hear the song.

Fay Zwicky's next book, of stories, is 1O be
published early in 1984.

* Judith Rodriguez has published five volumes of poems, the most
recent being ‘*Witch Heart”” (Sisters Publishing Ltd, 1982)

THE SPIKE

(Futura Publishers. $4.95)

When Islamic terrorists seized the Grand Mosque
in Mecca, agents of the Soviet Union spread the false
rumour throughout the Arab World that the United
States was responsible. Actually the “moderate’’ Saudi
regime was so incapable of defending itself against ex-
ternal subversion that it was only the secret dispatch of
the crack French anti-terrorist squad that liberated the
Mosque. No wonder Senator William Proxemire wittily
dismissed the Saudis (who people like B.A. Santamaria
and even U.S. Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger see as the pillar of Western Middle Eastern
policy) as not a nation, but a country of 2,000 cousins.

Soviet use of journalists like Victor Louis and
Wilfred Burchett is well known, but the Spike details a
fascinating period of international affairs and, in par-
ticular, U.S. policy that led to the near collapse of all
U.S. policy under the naive and incompetent Jimmy
Carter. (Billy Connor in the Spike, see attached
glossary). Robert Moss is a former Australian and son-
in-law of the late Geoffrey Fairbairn, Reader in In-
surgency and Revolts at ANU, who was perhaps the
world’s leading authority on terrorism and insurgency.
Both Fairbairn and Moss were (and in Moss’s case as
the Spike clearly shows are) firm supporters of Israel.

The ‘‘Spike’”’ subject of a bitter international
politico-cultural controversy is not a great work of
literature. It is however, a must for any politically
literate person. Bob Hawke and Andrew Peacock
;eg%c;mmended this work as their book of the year in

Melbourne Chronicle .

Michael Danby

General Ivan Agranyats head of Directorate A of
the 1st Department the KGB had a budget of $363
million in 1979 for disinformation against the West.
“’Disinformation’’ Arnaud de Borchgrave explained in a
recent discussion of the Spike, “is the use of at lease 8
kernel of truth around which the Soviets weave a tissué
of falsehood’’. Agranyats described the Soviet attitude
to disinformation thus: ]

““We must constantly encourage Western jour-
nalists to write exactly the opposite of our real inten-
tions and anyone who writes about our real intentions
objectively — objectively in the Western sense C_>f the
word must be quickly dismissed as a cold war revivalist
— (Arnaud de Borchgrave quoting Agranyats on Firing
Line PBS 18 May 1980).

Arnaud de Borchgrave was himself a strong 0PPO"
nent of US policy in Vietnam whose politlcal_odyssey
was linked to his strong personal relationship with Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat. The Mossad allegedly passed de
Borchgrave vital intelligence on Soviet/PLO attempts
on Sadat’s life and this it is claimed led to the develop-
ment of de Borchgrave's political views. .

Most of the Soviet ‘‘active measures” (aktivnyy®
meropriytiya) are directed against the United States
vyhi(_:':\) is considered ‘‘the main enemy’’ (glauny Pro-
tiunik).

Nonetheless, Isser Harel the legendary former head
of the Mossad (Israel Intelligence), recently emerged to
give an unprecedented interview to the Isra_ell daily
Maariv to denounce a recent key Soviet ~disinforma-
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tsia’’ clearly aimed at lrael. Harel claimed that the
publication by Islamic Iranian fanatics of Mossad at-
tempts to penetrate and suborn American institutions
such as the C.I.A. were designed to disrupt US-Israel
relations and were based on incidents which allegedly
took place in the 50s. In fact Israel’s role as a key ally of
the US goes back to at least 1956 when the Mossad
were responsible for delivering to the Americans
Kruschev's key 20th party congress speech denouncing
Stalin.

Other Soviet ‘“active measures’’ include the opera-
tion of the clandestine radio from Soviet territory NVOI
(National Voice of Iran). This station (broadcasting into
Iran in 1979-80) consistently urged that the American
diplomatic hostages not be released, while Soviet of-
ficial statements supported the hostages diplomatic im-
munity. :

A special US State Department White Paper on
Disinformation gives examples of Soviet ‘‘active
measures’’ to disrupt the Camp David Peace Process.

* A purported speech by a member of the U.S.
Administration which insulted Egyptians and called for
"‘a total change of the government and the governmen-
tal system in Egypt’’. This forgery, which surfaced in
1976, was the first of a series of bogus documents pro-
duced by the Soviets to complicate U.S.-Egyptian rela-
tions.

* A forged document, allegedly prepared by the
Secretary of State, or one of his close associates, for
the President, which used language insulting and offen-
sive to President Sadat and other Egyptians and also to
other Arab leaders, including King Khalid of Saudi

Arabia. This forgery was delivered anonymously to the
Egyptian Embassy in Rome in April 1977.

* A series of forged letters and U.S. Government
documents, which criticized Sadat’s “lack of leader-
ship” and called for a ‘“change of government’_’ in
Egypt. These forgeries surfaced in various locations
during 1977.

* A forged dispatch, allegedly prepared by the
U.S. Embassy in Tehran, which suggested that the
United States had acquiesced in plans by Iran and
Saudi Arabia to overthrow Sadat. This forgery was sent
by mail to the Egyptian Embassy in Belgrade in August
1977.

* A forged CIA report which criticized Islamic
groups as a barrier to U.S. goals in the Middle East and
suggested tactics to suppress, divide, and eliminate
these groups. This forgery surfaced in the January 1979
issue of the Cairo-based magazine Al-Dawa.

* A forged letter from U.S. Ambassador to Egypt
Herman F. Eilts, which declared that, because Sadat
was not prepared to serve U.S. interests, ‘‘we mu’s’t
repudiate him and get rid of him without hesitation™.
This forgery surfaced in the October 1, 1979 issue of the
Syrian newspaper Al-Ba’th.

The Spike, the film ‘‘Absence of Malice’” are'all
healthy examples of Western opinion’s understanding
that the Western media, so critical of other power
centers, is extremely powerful itself. If it achieved
nothing else, the Spike’s arousal of constructive doubts
about the purity of the Western media is a healthy
democratic development.

CHILDREN OF THE GH ETTO by Sheva Glas-Wiener

(Globe Press 1982)

Between 1940 and 1942, Sheva Glas-Wiener
taught at the orphanage of Marysin, a small traditional
village on the outskirts of Lodz in Poland. She had in
her charge thirty-two girls come from far afield and
from different social and educational backgrounds and
nurturing different values and expectations. ‘‘Each
child”, as the author relates, ‘“had her own story of
grief and loss and, as | cared for them, their lives and
their stories became a part of my life’’.

Theirs are the stories that Sheva Glas-Wiener tells,
salvaging from the oblivion through deportation and
death that were in time to befall most of the girls a
testimony to their having lived, endured and, even in
the worst phase of the War, dared to look ahead,
forging friendships, falling in love, marrying, saying —
as it were — a resounding “Aye” to life when the
pelrpetrators of the War tried to undermine its very
value.

Such a work as ““Children of the Ghetto’’ cannot
help but be tragic in its overall effect, particularly when
one considers that through these thirty-two children are
reflected the lives of some one-and-a-half million other
children who perished in the War through hunger,
disease, incarceration and execution. But there is no
special pleading by the author or attempt at
didacticism, all allusion to terror, to waste, or

18 Melbourne Chronicle .
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condemnation arising, as it ought, out of the action and
the conversations and the confidences shared by the
girls in the author’s care.

With the liquidation of the orphanage, Sheva Glas-
Wiener accompanied the last group of her children to
the camps. By what she terms a miracle, she survived
Auschwitz, Jesau by Konigsberg and Stuthof as well as
a fire aboard a cargo ship loaded with countless cases
of explosives, arriving in Australia in 1950. However,
this latter history is not part of her story. Rather, she
adheres to the years spent in the orphanage with her
charges. And however traumatic these years, not all is
bleak. For, however menacing and deadly the evil that
surrounds the author and the girls of the orphanage,
story after story attests to the persistence of a finer,
more resolute humanity inherent in each individual,
even when all reason for its preservation has been
destroyed. If there is such a thing as redemption in the
world, it has little to do with divinity; it resides rather in
the loyalty, the affection and concern that human
beings — and all the more tellingly, in times of
extremity — show towards each other. Seen in this
light, Sheva Glas-Wiener's ‘’Children of the Ghetto" is
a monument to the children of all ghettos and, more, to
that inner force, call it spirit, call it will, that, all evil and
difficulty and harassment notwithstanding, cries out as
do the children of Marysin, *’| want to live!"’
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