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EDITORIAL

ON THE RIGHTEQUS
AMONG THE GENTILES

Serge Liberman

The recent interest in the Swedish diplomat Raoul
Wallenberg who is credited with having saved 100,000
Jews from death during the Holocaust and the publica-
tion of Thomas Keneally’s ‘’Schindler's Ark’’ about a
German industrialist who likewise saved many Jews by
employing them in his enamelware and munitions fac-
tory in war-time Cracow evoke thoughts of those noble
men and women, Gentiles, who, faced with terror,
opted for decency, and who, confronted with unparall-
ed brutality yet stood out from that black morass that
was World War Il to show that humanity still existed
(and endured), even against formidable odds.

Over the years, a number of volumes dealing with
these folk have emerged into the light of day: P. Fried-
man'’s ““Their Brothers’ Keeper’ (1957), M. Zylberg's
""Warsaw Diary 1939-1945" (1969), W. Bartoszewski
and L. Levin's “’Righteous Among Nations: How Poles
Helped Jews 1939-1945"" (1969), Alexander Ramati’s
“The Assissi Underground: The Priests Who Rescued
Jews” (1978), Peter Hellman's “Avenue of the
Righteous’ (1980), and in Melbourne itself Andrzej
Chciuk’s “Saving Jews from War-Torn Poland 1939-
1945’ (1969).

In the face of the enormous number of Jews — the
six million — who perished, and in the face too of the
silence (and, at times, complicity) of governments and
agencies with Germany where their nay-saying would
have been historically the more honourable, there are
many living Jews who shall remain unimpressed by
such works and who shall even regard them as
whitewash. This can scarcely surprise. After all, of
those who survived, most were victims of and witness
to more bestiality than goodness, while heroism, self-
sacrifice and resistance, where it existed, was often too
evanescent and of such comparatively small scale that
the pervading terror and the accompanying devastation
of whole villages and the destruction of families and
friends still loom larger in the memory. However many
Jews were saved, however many righteous gentiles
there were, of neither was there enough. If there were,
then the War itself might not have been; or, if war were
inevitable then the scale of death and dehumanisation
might have been far less.

~ There is definite logic in this. But the fact is that, of
righteous individuals there can never be enough in any
country, in any society. If there were, then existence
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everywhere, for all people, would be infinitely more har-
monious than reality is witness to. Narrowing this down
to the more specific Jewish experience of Righteous
Gentiles, too, there can never be enough. For if there
were, then the constant vigilance that the Jew has to
maintain against the many daily manifestations of anti-
Semitism would scarcely be necessary. For an elabora-
tion of these, even on the relatively small Australian
scene, the reader is referred to the “'Briefing’ columns
of the fortnightly Australia-Israel Review.

But there comes a time when even those
Righteous Gentiles that there are merit acknowledge-
ment and public honour, quite apart from the fact that
recognition of their existence may help dispel the
notion, unfortunately held by many, that the Jew is
ever without true friends.

It would be nice, it would be a welcome departure
from the more pervasive, however inescapable, ashes-
and-woe reading of Jewish history to which we have
become accustomed,to have someone write a historical
study entitled, say, ‘’Judeophilia: the Christian as ad-
vocate for the Jew’’, detailing those individuals —
Bible scholars, politicians, writers, artists, philosophers,
Popes — who have shown favour, regard, and even
love towards the Jew. The cynic might well quip that
such a volume would be thin indeed, but one could do
worse than to embark on such a work in which one
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would have to include, for starters, such names as
George Eliot, Laurence Oliphant, Thomas Macaulay,
Lord George Gordon, Gotthold Lessing, Count Valen-
tine Potocki, Hutchins Hapgood, Pope John XXIll,
Senator Henry Jackson, Franklin Littell, and Alice and
Roy Eckhardt.

) T_hese are some names that come to mind with
little difficulty from the wider world scene.

The aim from here on, however, is to refer to a
number of the Righteous in Australia who have proved
their mettle in their affinity and support for the Jew or
who have been vocal in their resistance to all extreme
political positions, both of the Right and the Left, most
of which — whatever their ideological differences and
the virulence with which these are maintained — have
anti-§emiu‘sm as an integral part of their platform. Suf-
fice it to mention here the Australian League of Rights
with Eric Butler at its head, the Australian Nationalist
Socialist Party, the Australia First Movement of the
1940s, the more recent National Front of Australia, the
Left wing of the Labor Party, and the pro-Lybian

National Vanguard Revolutionary Committee.

Now, to the other side of the coin.

In 1854, a small volume was published, entitled

#The Jews: their fall and restoration two
discourses’’. The author was the Reverend Adam
Cairns, arrived the year before from Scotland and who
was described as ‘‘a powerful preacher, destined to be
for many years the dominating figure in the Councils of
his Church, and to the community at large, almost the
incarnation of Presbyterianism”. These discourses had
been preached in Chalmers Church which Reverend
Cairns had founded and were published on the occa-
sion of the severe famine in Palestine where many Jews
became victim both to starvation and to Turkish
misrule. The proceeds from the sale of the volume were
forwarded to the victims. The same work was re-issued
in 1881, shortly after his death by his son-in-law, S. H.
Officer, the proceeds on this occasion passed on to the
victims of the pogroms then taking place in Russia.

In the Preface to this work, Reverend Caims had
written:

“'The author of the following discourses has long
both felt and expressed a strong and lively interest in
the exiled race of Judah and in the dispersed of Israel.
He esteems them for their Father’s sake, and confident-
ly anticipates their return to the Holy Land, and to all
the privileges of God's chosen people”.

In 1862, upon the visit of Rabbi Hyam Zvee Sneer-
sohn to raise money for the erection of houses for the
poor in Jerusalem, Reverend Cairns, sharing a platform
with the emissary, gave the scheme wholehearted sup-
port. Wrote the Argus of December 31st:

“The Rev. Dr. Cairns expressed the deep
interest he felt in everything concerning the
Jewish nation — an interest, he said, which was
more ardent than that which he felt for any
other section of the human family. He justified
this predilection on various grounds; in the first
place because the Jews were a religious nation;
secondly, because they were the most
marvellous nation which ever existed, and car-
ried along with them the destinies of every
country; and, thirdly, because he learned from
the Bible that they must be loved . . . for the
Father’s sake”.

2 Melbourne Chronicle

Rabbi Sneersohn’s mission received support not
only from Reverend Caims, but also, among others,
from the Very Reverend the Dean of Melbourne, from a
Rev. Mr. Henderson who stated that “all the hopes the
Christians enjoyed came down to them through the
Jewish nation, and to that race therefore was a deep
debt of gratitude due’’, and from a Rev. T. M. Frazer
who said “If the Jews were only to be regarded as
citizens of ordinary character, they were entitled to
some recompense for the substantial benefits they had
conferred upon the world at large’’.

In subsequent years, further titles of significance
appeared: Henry Giles Turner’s ““A Plea For Shylock”’
(1906); Rev. J. C. P. Allnutt’s “’Let Jerusalem come in-
to your mind: an appeal to the lovers of Israel in
Australasia for the poor at Jerusalem and the East”
(1911); A. W. Anderson’s ‘‘Through turmoil to peace:
showing a wonderful plan in nature and revelation’’
(1932); with a chapter entitled ‘‘The Jews in prophecy
and history’’; Algernon Pollock’s “The Amazing Jew"’
(1934?); Rev. Wyndham Heathcote’s ‘“The Jew in
History: a plea for tolerance” (1938) and Rev. E. H.
Hobday’s ‘“The Jews: an imperishable people”. Along
religious revelational lines, Joseph Hunting, best
known as Director of the David Press and for his mon-
thly publication “The Vineyard’’, has over the past two
decades issued a series of books and pamphlets highly
admiring of both Judaism and Israel, his aim being *‘to
break down anti-Semitism and to disseminate Mes-
sianic truth’’.

The political conflicts in Europe in the 1930s and
19@s were mirrored in Australia in the emergence of in-
dividuals and organisations either supporting or oppos-
ing the major ideologies then extant on the Continent
— Socialism aside, then Fascism (ltalian and German)
and Communism. Australia produced its own brood of
quasi-fascists — imitators, apologists, idolisers. Their
motivations were mixed: They were variously anti-
Communist, proudly, even jingoistically Australian and
anti-British, or conversely they were staunchly pro-
British, King, Country, Flag and all.

Once again, not these are of concern here. Against
the Joneses, Stephensens and Butlers of the era, one
may range other men: Earl Browder and W. Gallagher
who wrote ‘‘Jew-baiting is cannibalism’ (1940), R
Page Arnot with his ““There are no Aryans: a popular
study of the bogus race doctrines of the Nazis’ (1944)
the Rev. Charles Venn Pilcher staunch champion of the
Jews and author of /Palestine: a national home for the
Jews”, and H. A. Woodruff whose essay ““If | were a
Jew’’ was coupled with that of the late and revered
Rabbi Herman Sanger “If | were a Christian’’ under the
auspices of the Jewish Council to Combat Fascism and
Anti-Semitism. It was Reverend Pilcher who champion-
ed the cause of the Dunera internees, in 1940 sending a
petition to Mr Menzies requesting their release and fur-
ther pressing his case and that of the church ang
welfare bodies on whose behalf he acted through
government and press.

Another man who pressed for the admission of
refugees from Europe, not least among them the Jews
was Brian Fitzpatrick, a one-time general-secretary of
the Australian Council for Civil Liberties who wrote a
pamphlet “Jewish Refugees: Hitler's loss, our gain’
(19{14)5 and who, through the columns of the various
periodicals he wrote for, repeatedly brought the plight
of Jews, both at home and abroad, to the fore. He
proved also to be a strong supporter of a Jewish
homeland in Israel. Well worth reading is Don Watson's
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biography “’Brian Fitzpatrick: a radical life” (Hale &
Ironmonger 1979).

Allied to all these is the Rev. B. Burgoyne Chap-
man who also brought out a series of publications con-
demning anti-Semitism with full passion, these being
"“The complete anti-Semite: an inoculation against in-
fection” (1945), *‘Anti-Semitism: a menace to
Australia” (1950), and “The murder of a people: a
record of Hitler's victory to date . . . and an appeal to
Australian people to turn the tide’ (1944).

More recently, works have appeared detailing the
natures of Right-wing groups in Australia, each highly
critical of their anti-Semitic aspects, viz Kenneth Gott's
""Voices of Hate: a study of the Australian League of
Rights and its director, Eric D. Butler’” (1975), Andrew
Campbell’s ““The Australian League of Rights” (1978),
and David Harcourt's “Everyone Wants to be Fuehrer”
(1972). Kenneth Gott, in particular, is now well known
for his moderate sympathetic views. Where, before, he
9qused the League of Rights, he is currently involved
in dispute with Joan Coxsedge, an adherent of the
virulent Labor Left over her recent book ‘‘Rooted in
Secrecy”, an attempt to expose the political and social
control of global capitalism with its wide network of
conspiracy involving the CIA. With the mention of
Clyde Holding and the present Prime Minister Bob
Hawke, the catalogue of names shall be brought to an
end, although one would be doing the recently-
defeated P. M. Malcolm Fraser and his Liberal Party a
dis-service if they were to be omitted from this survey.

One does look forward to a more complete and
comprehensive study of the subject by a research stu-
dent or an interested layman in due course.

What is the upshot of all this?

At the simplest level, the Australian Jew is not as
isolated as he may believe. He has friends, even
staunch friends. Certainly, there are elements in the
community hostile to Jews and, as stated earlier,
vigilance needs to be maintained and the vocal and
violent manifestations of anti-Jewish and/or anti-
Zionist feeling, such as the recent bombings of the
Israeli Consulate and the Hakoah Club in Sydney con-
tained and prevented (as indeed must all violence
directed at any section of the community, ethnic or in-
digenous). But the general tenor is one of goodwill and
tolerant acceptance. The reception given to such books
as the biography of John Monash, to Schindler’s Ark,
to the works of Bashevis Singer and Chaim Potok
which have become texts for study in high-school cur-
ricula, and to the writings of local Jewish authors, the
interest in films and plays with Jewish content, the un-
trammeled passage of Jews into Parliament and other
high office, that of the Governor-Generalship being the
clearest example — these are but some of the more visi-
ble signs of this goodwill. As Isador Magid writes in the
Comment column of the Australia-Israel Review of
March 17-30, 1983:

“’Australia, unlike some Western countries,
has remained a firm friend of Jewish
democracy. Even in troubled times, it is in-
teresting to reflect on the strong support for
Israel that exists in Australian society’’.

One could add: “and the support for the Australian
Jew as well”’.

What is important is to accept such friendships
with the same unself-conscious openness with which it
is given and, through mutual respect, cultivate where
possible more such friendships. This is not to press the
cause for assimilation. Australia, becoming increasingly
aware and accepting of its multi-cultural nature, can ac-
commodate considerable diversity and there is no call
for self_-effagement being made of any minority group.
What is being argued for is the cultivation, through
education and balanced discussion, of more righteous
folk-men and women — who understand and cham-
pion, for example, the case for Israel and Soviet Jewry,
who nurture a respect for Jewish democracy, who ap-
preciate and are at one with Jewish loyalty to and
solidarity with Australia and its democratic-egalitarian
aims. This may be done through literature, films, jour-
nals, institutions and exhibitions (the Jewish Museum,
the Holocaust exhibition and the proposed information
centre coming most immediately to mind), but, more
tellingly, such awareness may best be fostered at a per-
sonal level, around a coffee-table, in a school staff-
room, in a college common-room.

As a corollarv, what is essential (indeed irreducible)
to such fostering of goodwill and supportis knowledge,
balanced factual and interpretive knowledge on the part
of every Jew who may then serve as ambassador for his
people to the wider community. The onus for the
disbursement of such knowledge falls on a number of
institutions in the Jewish community — the press, its
publications, its schools, ethnic radio, and its cultural
and Zionist organisations. This is taken for granted. But
it is also taken too much for granted, as though the
responsibility for such education falls upon such in-
stitutions alone. Rather, the truth is the reverse. The in-
stitutions exist to provide the knowledge sought; but
ultimately the onus falls most squarely on the individual

himself to educate himself and, subsequently, to
educate others.

One might well argue that among the reasons for
the ““success” of the onslaught against the Jews of
Europe in World War Il was the fact that so much of
German Jewry was bent on proving itself no less Ger-
man than the Germans (one could also substitute
French for German), while Easten Jewry was so
cloistered in itself, that neither sufficiently pressed the
Jewish case in all its religious, political, social and
cultural dimensions, by default permitting age-old
superstitions, prejudices and racist notions to run wild.

As a parting thought, how many Jews might today
have been alive had energetic learned argument
counter-balanced the extreme views that came to sway
a nation — and not so much in the thirties by which
time it was probably too late, but in the late 19_th and
early 20th centuries; and how many more enlighten-
ed humane Righteous among the Gentiles might yet
have emerged to save fellow-men, and not qnly the
Jews among them, from the destruction for which they
had been ear-marked?

In the light of the too-widespread irrational con-
tumely currently being heaped upon Israel and her sup-
porters — as distinct from fair and reasoned criticism —
not to counter these excesses is to risk, through
silence, fowling one’s nest.

Melbourne Chronicle
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ISRAEL BY-LINE

ISRAEL AND INDIVIDUALISM

Israel’s international conduct is not to be com-
prehended without an understanding of the central role
of the cult of individuality in Israeli society.

On_e never hears the wish expressed in Israel that
everything should be in order. Every social and political
situation must be sufficiently elastic to allow any partici-
pant to at least insist that his will should prevail. Israelis
are determined individualists, never lacking in the will to
express what they see as their real selves.

Getting on a bus, for example, is fraught with the
dilemma of there being no line, particularly as a .Iine
vitiates against the guy who arrived last getting on first.
Israelis conduct themselves as they want, irrespective
of how ridiculous that makes them look to the untrained
eye. Men in the costume of eighteenth century Polish
gentlemen move about the same streets as young men
from Oriental backgrounds, with close-cropped hair
and cigarettes in hand, who have decided that the way
to wear shorts is with the button and zipper undone.

Domestic lsraeli politics is complicated by a
plethora of factions led by powerful individuals. The
Oriental religious vote is in the hands of former Minister
for Religious Affairs Aharon Abuhatzera and his Tami
faction. The trendy left wing, small-l liberal vote is
managed by Shulamit Aloni and Yossi Sarid. Religious
Ashkenazi voters in their thirties and older back Interior
Minister Dr. Yosef Burg, while the younger wing: of this
voting block tends to be behind Geula Cohen and her
Tehiya faction.

The main political parties tend to be structured
around a handful of heavyweights and their backers.
The identity of the Labor Party for some years now has
been shaped by the battle between former Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Labor Chairman Shimon
Peres for the leadership. The Liberals surface into
public attention only during one of their occasional
power battles involving luminaries as Energy Minister
Yitzhak Modai and Deputy Prime Minister Simcha
Ehrlich. Meanwhile, the ruling Herut is all Prime
Minister Menahem Begin, with a face-off expected
between Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Defence
Minister Ariel Sharon and Housing Minister (and Depu-
ty Prime Minister) David Levi for the leadership A.B.
(after Begin).

As ideologies such as Revisionist and Socialist
Zionism steadily lose their meaning, people’s impres-
sions of styles of leadership seem to count more and
more. Peres’ sour face is off-putting, while President
Yitzhak Navon’s good sense and worldliness are win-
ners. And then there is Menahem Begin.

Begin has the gift of sounding as if he is saying
what is really on his mind. When you hear him, you can
be sure that he is not speaking with the voice of
someone else that he means to hide with his words. His
Polish gentlemanliness and paranoia is writ large over
everything he has to say, and thatis a formidable asset
in a country where the voice of the individual is so cen-
tral to life.

Political gains are made through individuals wan-
ting something badly enough. The Jews who believe in
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settling the West Bank are actually prepared to go out
and live in that wilderness, and that speaks wonders for
their cause in Israeli eyes. The argument goes that they
cannot do any real harm by helping to develop the area
with their passionate will. If there were Jews who ac-
tually resisted this development with an equal passion,
then the national consensus might not be so partial to
the expansion of Jewish settlements in the West Bank.
The international repercussions are no match in Israeli
eyes for the battle of individual wills within Israel itself.

So, if you really want something to happen, you
are obliged to go out and do it for yourself. In-
termediaries are notoriously unreliable. One has the
sense that phone messages will never be passed on, —
that is, when the phone works. The postman is not
trusted to bring the right mail to the right address. The
bus will probably not deliver you to your destination in
time. If you really want to get some place without
hassles, you have to get in your car and go there, but
then pray that the car does not break down because the
mechanic will probably not fix it properly.

Israel can be a jungle in desperate need of order.
On the other hand, the great store placed on idiosyn-
cratic behaviour means that a walk down the street is
rarely dull. Someone is likely to be screaming at their
spouse and not in the least embarrassed for it. But then
a mother cannot beat up her child in the street without
100 good souls intervening.

Only by understanding the centrality of the in-
dividual voice to Israeli life can one begin to come to
grips with the internal chaos of the country. And this
essential facit of its people’s nature provides a key for
understanding Israel’'s go-it-alone international
behaviour.
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WLADYSLAW SZLENGEL, THE POET OF THE WARSAW GHETTO

‘To everything there is a season, and a time to
everything under the heaven'.

April 1983 is the time to stop and to recall the peo-
ple of the Warsaw Ghetto. Forty years have gone since
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Two new generations
have been born. To young people, the events which
took Place then are as removed from their lives as are
the birth places of their forefathers.

. The people of the Warsaw Ghetto held few illu-
sions regarding their destiny. The incredible decision
was taken: to preserve the documents from destruc-
tion. Archives were prepared, initially under the super-
vision of a historian, Doctor Emanuel Ringelblum. The
location of the archives was known to few people.

After the war, steps were taken to recover the
Ghetto documents, a task which was extremely difficult
and complicated in a situation where not only houses,
but whole streets ceased to exist, where they had
become a desert of rubble.

The Jewish Historical Committee started excava-
tion and eventually found the archives. They were all
neatly packed in metal boxes, but, unfortunately, these
did not protect the documents from decay caused by
moisture and mould. The process of restoration
demanded long and arduous devotion. The poor quality
of war-time ink and paper presented additional pro-
blems. It was nothing short of a miracle that most of the
material survived. It is relevant to observe that the ar-
chives consisted of documents not only from the War-
saw Ghetto, but also from other Ghettoes and camps.
Apart from letters, articles and diaries, there were Ger-
man decrees, and a vast collection of literary works,
academic papers, underground publications both in
Yiddish and Polish.

In one of the boxes, a note had been left by a

nineteen-year-old David Graber who was involved in
the hiding of the documents:

‘| am writing my last will during the destruction of
the Warsaw Ghetto. The so called ‘evacuation’
started on the 20th of July. We have to hurry.
One can’t be certain what the next hour might
bring. ..

‘We feel responsibility. We are not frightened.
We are trying to save a fragment of history. It is
more important than any individual life . . .

and later on, on the same day at 4 p.m.:

‘The street next to ours is already besieged. We
are ready for the inevitable. We started digging
the last trench. We only hope there will be
enough time left to bury the boxes.’
Somehow they had managed.
Among the documents found, there were poems
and works of Wladyslaw Szlengel.
Why Szlengel?
Because he was there. Because he was a poet who

recorded the events, who painted pictures of everyday
life. Because he lived long enough to represent others

* Maria Lewitt is the author of *‘Come Spring’’ (Scribe, 1981).
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who had perished before him, those
a chance to testify to what had happ:r’:;?i.had never had
Szlengel's is the most
documentation of this period.
\:1Vhen |ookitr‘19 at his work,
it, what were his motivations. Did he wri
describe the time and the whole spectrumwgftemgg!g i::
humanity to man, or did the also want to sound a
voice of warning to future generations? He offered us
glimpses of the Ghetto existence. Were it not for him
and for other writers, our whole perception of the time
would have been limited to dry statistics and official,
often dubious records. Only the voice of a writer can
add new depth to events, and give insight to human

e[notioqs, thus forming an indelible, three-dimensional
picture in our minds.

comprehensive literary

one wonders why he did

Wladyslaw Szlengel was born in 1914, in Warsaw.
He went through high school and often contributed to
the school magazine. His father was an artist, but was
forced to earn his living by making cinema posters. It is
recorded that Wladyslaw assisted his father in his work.
Apart from this young Szlengel wrote poems which
were published from time to time in satirical papers, and
performed in Warsaw literary cabarets. These theatres
flourished in pre-war Poland and were a part of a well-
established European tradition.

In 1939, Wladyslaw Szlengel joined the Polish army
and took part in the ill-fated September campaign. By
the end of 1939, he found himself in the Russian-
occupied zone where he worked for the Polish Satirical
Theatre. He returned to his wife and to Warsaw in 1940.
From then on, he knew only the Ghetto existence.

Bi_ographical data about Szlengel is very meagre,
but it is known that he planned to write a novel based
on his early war experiences, but this — as far as is
known — was never realised.

. We find some more information in Doctor Emanuel
Ringelblum’s writing: ‘W/adys/aw Szlengel — the poet
of the Warsaw Ghetto’ and in ‘Notes and Sketches’.

‘Szlengel’s poems written in Polish were very
popular in the Ghetto. They were representative
of the Ghetto’s moods and feelings. His poems
were widely read and recited during various even-
ings and were passed from hand to hand.’
Ringelblum must have considered Szlengel’s work im-
portant enough to include them in the archives and to
summarise and list them all. From that list we know that
quite a number of Szlengel's poems were lost.
What kind of a man was Szlengel? There is no
character study available. One can only draw conclu-

sions from his works because of their very personal
nature.

It is interesting to observe that, even before the
war, Szlengel showed glimpses of his more serious self.
In a poem published in January 1939, Szlengel posed a
question regarding the future generation.

‘Would it be a generation of frightened people?
Listening to noises at night, .

Alarmed by the sound of strange voices,
Always in a state of panic, ready to run?
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People who nervously bolt their doors,
Uncertain of what is right, of what is wrong.
People with confused, fearful smiles,

Who destroy letters,

Who burn addresses?

People who have forgotten how to sing
and who search for the sign
of their brothers and sisters
_inthe eyes of a passer-by.’
This poem is al_most prophetic and typifies the feeling
which existed in pre-war Poland. It took a poet to
describe the clarity of the situation.

In the introduction to a Polish reader in a small
volume which was published by the underground press,
Szlengel wrote:

‘Today, tomorrow, or after the war, my poems

will reach your hands. They were written during

rare moments of lull, between one horrific hap-

pening and another, echoes of which must have

reached you. My poems circulated among people

of the Ghetto and were recited by me even in the

workshops. To read them without arm-band

won't be easy; it might feel like entering a jungle.’

These words could easily apply to the post-war genera-

tion as well, though no one should have much problem
in understanding Szlengel's words.

In the Ghetto Wiladyslaw Szlengel was busy
writing verses both satirical and jocular as well as
material for the so-called ‘Living Diary’ which was per-
formed daily by himself and other artists in a local
literary restaurant called ‘Art”.

Szlengel was a complicated man, a representative
of the between war generation of Polish Jews. His at-
tachment to the Polish language, to Warsaw and her
people reveals itself in a number of his poems. His style
and words are simple and very telling.

‘My heart is bruised and sick

My thoughts turn to the other side
While | am on night duty

At the telephone.’

He longs to get in touch with someone on the
Aryan side, but there is no one he dares to call. Their
destinies parted in 1939. The friendships have ended.
He picks up the receiver, dials a well known number.
Someone answers — the Time Service. ‘Do you
remember me?’, he asks, his voice charged with emo-
tion. Are you willing to speak to me? Tell me anything’,
to which the Time Service replies: ‘Nine-fifty-three.’

Szlengel recalls an evening in pre-war Warsaw,
evokes pictures of people, the street, the atmosphere,
and in the end concludes:

‘What a joy it is to speak with you.
| feel better now, knowing

That someone listens to me
Though he lives on the other side.

That someone still remembers
The years we shared together
Is not frightened to speak to me
And has such a peaceful voice.’

Once the situation deteriorated, the tone of
Szlengel's works progressively changed. But he carried
on regardless, depicting life in the Ghetto without self-
pity. One could detect anger and frustration, but more
often warmth and understanding, a mixture of compas-
sion and the sharpness of a skilled observer and partici-

pant.
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He immortalised a woman who was taken away
from her dwelling and killed. Was she good?, he asks.
‘Not even that. But she was alivel’ She wasn't
beautiful, she often quarrelled, she was untidy. ‘But she
was alive!’ Statistics won't mention her. Her life wasn’t
much, but when her family returned home from work,
there she was, waiting for them with a bowl of soup.
And now all had ended. The only reminder left is the
woman's unused cooking pot, ‘Her memorial’.

The mood of Szlengel’s poems varied. In some raré
moments of optimism, Szlengel appealed to his felloyv-
men. ‘'l urge you all to survive, because if you don't,
then Hollywood will build a cardboard Ghetto and well-
fed American actors will masquerade as us. Someone
will write a novel based on my poems and will n_1ake a
fortune. You wouldn‘t like this, would you? So tighten
your belts, grit your teeth andcarryon...

‘The time will come

For us to eat grapefruit

To go to ball games

To travel on soft seated trains.’

“We don’t want the world to shed crocodile tears — we
want life.’

The satirist used his pen to focus attention on the
issues concerning every inhabitant of the Ghetto.

‘Stop my friend

before you spell out
what are my prospects.
Leave me in peace

| don’t want to know

I am not that keen.’

‘What is the matter with you? Are you frightened they
will send us all to hell?

‘Who are you?

A Jew, big deal!
Ten million Jews
Drink whisky soda
And lick ice-cream
Every day in U.S.A.
They will survive.’

‘Look at the matter objectively. Thomas Mann works
onoy?et another masterpiece. Charlie Chaplin is shooting
a film. Huberman tunes his violin. Einstein is safe and

i i i f relativity o

f time to digest his theory O nce
QSZiﬁ'_eggyught\:vanger, in his heart of heart shares our
burden, but he will survive, gentlemen, and publish yet

" Jewish War.. Stop for a moment. The world
ggg;:gtr r::I‘;:’lZ?ve a damn. And meanwhile you follow

ver again; your tongue feels dry,
the news over and o 9 ing about the Eastern

ou spend sleepless nights worry!
},:ront?about Alzier and Tunis, Tulon, Morocco . . . All

this gives me a pain, you know where . . .

‘Stop prophesising
that, from the first . . .
that Treblinka again . . .
Girls are warm

Vodka is good

If you feel sorry

For yourself

Come over

Take me for a drink.’

‘Stop torturing yourself, take days as they come and
leave me in peace. Full stop.’
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Let us pause for a while and try to visualise life in
the Ghetto. The situation worsened from day to day.
Never-ending problems abounded, even for those who
maintained a false sense of security. Hogsmg,_ food,
heating, clothing, schooling, jobs — all this which we
take for granted. Add to it the persistent epidemics,
overcrowding, continuous threats, beatings, abuse,
deportations and uncertainty. Let us focus our atten-
tion on a poet. He shared all these problems with the
Ghetto dwellers, and yet, he kept on writing, no matter
how painful his reflections. Initially, Szlengel’s poems
were meant to boost morale, to promote belief in the
future, to offer escapism, comfort. They must have
been written at the time when Szlengel himself still
believed in survival. Later, when the trust was gone, the
tone of his writing changed. But he never quit, he never
put his pen away. He not only wrote, but also engraved
for ever the life and the death of the Warsaw Ghetto
and its people, their dreams and humiliations, their

tragedies, their bitterness, their dignity and their
heroism.

| often hear writers wishing for a quiet place which
will give them the right atmosphere, away from the hus-
tle and bustle, where they will be able to write and
revise their work. This luxury was denied to Szlengel.

On one hand security, and a never-ending search
for subject matter and inspiration, on the other, raw,
brutal forces and reality proved to be sufficient in-
spiration. The titles of Szlengel’s three slim volumes
speak for themselves: ‘A cry into the night’, ‘Leaflets
from under the execution wall’, ‘Poetic denunciation’,

A poet — Left alone.

The conditions under which he functioned as a
writer are beyond imagination, almost impossible to
comprehend. Constant danger, not only for himself,
but for his whole people. The Polish winter, and as he
noted on the day of deportation, the temperature drop-
ped down to — 20° Centigrade. How did he manage to
hold a pen? He witnessed the destruction of his friends,
family, the ‘evacuation’ of a hospital and a prison, the
destruction of the Gypsies. In August 1942, he witness-
ed the last departure of Doctor Janusz Korczak, the
children and staff of his orphanage.

‘| saw Janusz Korczak today

As he passed the Ghetto streets

All his children were spotlessly dressed
As if for a Sunday outing in a garden . . .’

Someone rushed to Korczak, waving a piece of paper.
You are exempted from deportation, you are free to go.

Korczak brushed him off. Silently.
‘There was no point in explaining
To a bearer of a German pardon
This man could never understand
What it means to abandon a child.’

How did Szlengel feel when he saw Korczak
heading for the cattle train and then Treblinka? We
know that he was in touch with the orphanage. He even
contributed to the ‘Verbal Bulletin’ which was held in
the Children’s Home. Szlengel wrote an introduction to
the last performance which took place not quite three
weeks before the whole orphanage was deported.

The children performed Rabindranath Tagore
‘The Post’.

‘... the one and only truly artistic spectacle since
1939

‘I's something more than emotion — it's
experience.

Melbourne Chronicle

They are something more than actors — they are
children.’

Entry free. signed Wiadyslaw Szlengel.

A young man, not quite thirty, singing for his sup-

per in a restaurant mainly attended by the Ghetto of-

ficials and those either in political power, or wealth. He

had walked to work, passing the haunted streets,

brushing shoulders with human suffering in the whole

spectrum of its horror.

‘I keep on writing my poems-documents.
1, the poet Anno Domini 1943, who looks for in-
spiration in the gloomy events of our days.
| bestow on myself the title of chronicler, of
witness to our drowning.’
In one of his strongest works Szlengel calls on
God.
‘It’s time!
We have had enough penance and prayers.
We call on You to stand before us
And listen to our accusations.’

The fact that You led us out of Egypt's bond.age won’t
change our stand. You'd better pay attention to our
every word. You delivered us into the hands of
murderers though throughout the centuries we were
faithful to You. You allowed the slaughter of Your
chosen people, who died with Your name on their lips.

‘It's timel

There is no escape now

Even you won’t succeed.

All the sun’s gold won’t be enough

To bribe Your executioner

Who will push You into a gas chamber

And then You will turn into ashes.’

This poem reflects the depression, the pain, the
desperation, not only of Szlengel, but also of all those
who had been trapped in a deadlocked situation. Some
revolted and turned away from God, others clung to
their beliefs. Even if Szlengel lost his, he must have re-
tained his trust in dignity, in survival, if not in a physical
then in a symbolic sense.

Szlengel started his career as a satirist, as a light-
hearted poet; the events which he suffered and
witnessed changed his writing.

His most important work was a prose’piece ‘What /
read to those who died".

It was written in January-February 1943. Szlengel
was adamant to leave more than ‘a bare statistics’. He
wanted to document his time. He inscribed in the most
graphic way the Action which led to the Uprising.

‘The telephones transmit the black terror. People
herd together like terror stricken animals . . . Our
Muza Dag is already engulfed in flames.

‘Who will pay attention to a day when the mighty
German race sneered at humanity and once again
put to test the endurance of human hearts,
nerves, minds, finding always more refined arld
more devilish methods of exterminating people.

How did he manage to write without hysteria, without
exaggeration, with an almost scientific detachment?
People, dwellings, atmosphere are all there. Human
fear and greed, friendships and deceit, panic, tension
and rescue. Action throughout the Ghetto and the first
act of Ghetto resistance.
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*Shots are fired . . . There are Germans killed and
wounded. Our Ghetto changed from a jungle of
trapped animals into a front line.’
If there is something to be grateful for, it is the fact that
Szlengel lived to see the first signs of revolt. He describ-
ed the events in strong words. The poem includes a
prayer to a German God.

‘Grant us, oh Lord, a bloody battle
Send us an instant death.
Spare us the final fourney
And make our hands steady.
Grant us to see
Before our throats
Will utter the last cry,
A trace of human fear
In those arrogant eyes.’
In all his desperation, Szlengel wanted to see a sign of
humanity in the faces of the oppressors.
It wasn’t a common wish, one could guess.
He described the Action when all was dying, and
then ‘a lull’ when those who survived tried to get
themselves organised once again.

‘A new obsession, a new trend, a new sickness of
the Warsaw Ghetto.’

He referred to the building of shelters:

All that we call progress: electricity, the water
system — all that twenty centuries have achiev-
ed, has been wiped out by the SS-men’s whip.
Back to the stone age. To oil lamps, to primitive
wells. To the long night.”

His last words were:

‘I have read these poems to warm, living people.
People who believed in survival, in the end of the
war, in revenge, in joy, in reconstruction.

Please read it.

This is our history.

This is what | read to those who died.’

References:
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Translations of Wladyslaw Szlengel’s works are my own (M.L.)

THE TINY STATION TREBLINKA

Wiadyslaw Szlengel
Translated by Maria Lewitt

On the track Warsaw-Tluszcz
From the Station Warsaw East
The train follows the rails

And chuggs on ahead

Sometimes this journey takes
No more than five hours

And sometimes it takes

A lifetime, till death

At the end, a small station
Where three fir-trees grow
And the sign which tells
That it is Treblinka

There's no ticket office there
There’s no porter to be seen
Even if you offered a million
You won'’t get a return ticket

The Station is deserted
Nobody waves to you

Only the silence lingers round
And greets you with emptiness

The railway post is silent
And silent are the fir-trees
And silent is the black board
Announcing it's Treblinka

Only one sign hangs there

A decayed damaged placard
A forgotten old poster .
Urging all, to “’Cook On Gas”’.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Due to error in editing, a passage in Gedaliah
Shaiak’s pen-portrait of Moshe Ajzenbud in the last
issue of the Melbourne Chronicle was misconstrued.

Here is printed a letter from Mr Ajzenbud clarifying
the event alluded to — the dispute with the noted
playwright H. Leivick.

Editor.

With your permission, | should like to clarify an in-
accuracy that appeared in the essay of Mr G. Shaiak
“Yiddish Writers in Australia” about myself in the
Melbourne Chronicle, February-March 1983.

| began to publish correspondence from the D.P.
camps in Germany in 1948, where | had lived as a
refugee from 1946, in the New York Yiddish monthly
“Unser Tzait"’.

In one communication, | had accused 'the leader-
ship of the camp (Bad Raichenhall) of political terror
against non-Zionists and of mishandling food parcels
from the American Joint Distribution Committee and
UNRA.

H. Leivick, the poet, who visited the D.P. camps in
1946 and left with other impressions of them took me to
task and publicly disputed my assertions in the New
York paper “‘Der Tog"'.

The polemic continued until 1949. | persisted in my
criticisms and continued to produce new facts. The
discussion ceased with a final letter from H. Leivick,
published in “‘Der Tog’’ of the Sth April, 1949. Here, he
wrote:

“| don’t like to be pushed to the wall. The facts
provoke heavy and bitter accusations, and, if they are,
God forbid, correct, a commission must be established
to investigate them”’.

Moshe Ajzenbud.
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Story

It was two a.m. The last of the prisoners was out of
the baths and had taken his greasy clothes out of the
hot dry air of the disinfection oven, the small dead in-
sects still stuck in the seams. Cold spray came down
from the ceiling and, around the electric light, a stray fly
cut the silence with its perpetual zzm, zzm, zzm . . . .

Everywhere on the floor were stretched the wires
on which the clothes had been hung during the
disinfection. Odd pieces of string remained and rags
which someone hadn’t had time to gather, the
prisoners having hurried from the place that they may
stlll_manage to seize a nap before being bundled out
again to work.

One person still remained in the baths. That was
Michael. He was putting away the rusty tin bowls,
gathering up the wires and tightening the dripping taps.
The baths were the third place of work to which he had
been assigned since becoming a ‘zek’’ of the forced-
labour camp, having been sentenced to five years’ im-
prisonment by a military tribunal under Paragraph 197-
7g for refusing to go out to work in the extreme
temperatures of the Ural winter without shoes.

Silence enveloped the camp and only the electric
reflectors from the towers penetrated the night's
darkness. Michael had shut the doors of the baths and
switched off the lights, moving around the baths as
though his eyes and legs were two independent parts of
him, his eyes already glued from tiredness, yet his legs
still managing to shuffle along.

In the narrow passage, on the warm concrete near
the disinfection oven where he usually slept, he noticed
a group of new arrivals stretched out awaiting selection
and allocation to the barracks later in the morning. He
passed the sleeping guard and looked around. In the
pale glimmer of moonlight which crept through the win-
dow, he saw the prisoners sleeping. Some were huddl-
ed together, others snored oblivious to all, their noses
high and mouths open.

Michael had never shown particular interest in
newly-arrived prisoners. To him, they were just more
people, like himself, only that they would overcrowd
the barracks still more. They would also for a time seek
help from the already-overworked camp doctor,
gallantly trying to cling to their individuality, but, in the
end, they would be defeated, would become part of the
despondent faceless mass living out the fate of the
camp inmate.

Michael made his way falteringly between the
sleeping prisoners. For the briefest of moments, tired as
he was he caught a glimpse of a girl sitting on her
“fufaika”’, her stuffed cotton jacket, and staring in the
half-darkened room. The mechanism which governed
the movements of his legs dictated that he should seek
out a place to rest his weary body, but instead he
lowered himself beside the girl. He was himself not fully
clear as to why he should have done so for in camp life
there was no room for women. They had certainly not
excited in him any particular desires or other emotions.
On Sundays when they would come to the baths he
had seen them pass by naked in their hundreds but the

* Translated from the Yiddish; originally published in "'Gelebt Unter
Krath'* (“In the Care of the Commissar”’).
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Moshe Ajzenbud

he men that he acknowledged
was that they were permitted an extra half-spoong of

soup and to spend ten minutes longer in the ba

C ) ths. T
h"T‘: the noisy naked women looked like mere pluckeg
chickens, not yet wholly dead and stil| wriggling.

Michael sat for a while, not knowi

He ,craved sleep, but was kept awake byngw:, ggh:%fs?gé
glrl s_short blonde hair which shone in the moonlight
like ripe rye, and he imagined her eyes to be blue gas
blue as field flowers prominent among the golaen
sta_lks.. To him, she appeared to be smiling with a naive
childlike tenderness that seemed to be asking “Is it true
that | amin a camp?"”’

Her name, he learnt, was Ada.

She was the daughter of a director of a hydro-
electric station. Having completed her ninth year at
boarding-school, she was to have returned home to her
parents for the summer vacation, but had instead been
mobilised for work in a factory. The work itself was
hard, but more burdensome still was the harassment of
the foreman. Unable to endure it, she had fled her place
of work and returned to her mother. She told him the
story, but she had no need to continue with it. To
Mlqhael, it was sufficiently clear. He, too, had ex-
perienced the same. As a consequence of her offence,

she had been sentenced to five years’ internment in a
forced-labour camp.

In her gaze Michael read the question, ‘’Shall | real-
ly have to spend five years here?’’ Michael found it dif-
ficult to reassure her otherwise. Their only hope was
that there would be an amnesty after the war. But the
time she would spend in the camp would grievously
wound her soul and, if it ever healed, would leave
lifelong scars. A

. Nonetheless, he tried to console her. The words
did not come easily, for normal human speech,
language, had been destroyed by the poisoned at-
mosphe_erp of the camp and replaced by cynicism,
obscenities and other vulgarities that had become camp
jargon. He said Iij(tle. Not for him to destroy this child’s
hopes. He perceived the sense of a free life still adher-

ing to her_, still alive in her face as the morning dew after
a white night in the Urals.

) He, too, already carried the scars of camp ex-
Istence, but for a brief second or two he felt the
bur_geonlng of a feeling forgotten or long suppressed
which he recognised as love. In the camp, such feelings
gf .one had been replaced by the cheap concept

wn_fe i With tenderness, he pushed away this renewed
feeling; it was like a treasure, best held back for it stir-
red too strongly the longing for a world which had but
only recently vanished for him.

The functioning of the camp was akin to that of a
machine, but instead of metal the operative parts were
made up of human beings. The workings and
movements of one work brigade was so co-ordinated
with that of another that there was no room for in-
dividual deviation. A person slept when his brigade
slept, ate when it ate, bathed when it bathed, worked
when it worked. The person who did not conform was
crushed. Attempt to exert one’s will or retain one’s
dignity merely prolonged the process of submission —
the end result was ever the same.

only difference from t
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Such was the philosophy of the camp, of survival,
as Michael understood it. The method of “?education’’
here surpassed all other methods known to him through
years of an idealistic upbringing. By the second year in
the camp, he was already an integral part of the camp
mechanism. He fitted it perfectly. He wished to define
and explain the workings of the camp to Ada. He
wanted thereby to help her through its first night and to
have her understand the inevitable transformation so
that she may more smoothly become one of the mass
and be shielded from any of the usual rough ex-
periences.

His tiredness had lifted. Michael saw the sleeping
people, the disinfection chambers, the cockroaches
crawling in the cracks of the walls. He felt the urgency
now to give the girl the best advice to lessen the hard-
ships that were facing her.

The baths had been working at full steam. Kolia,
the foreman of the wood-choppers, had been moving
about like a general in command. He was giving direc-
tions as to which wood to chop and pressing his
workers to deliver it promptly to the baths. Faivel the
Bessarabian, ‘‘the malicious speculator’’, who had
already spent five years in the camp moved from place
to place, and before anyone had time to notice him, he
lashed out in a torrent of abuse that showed all who
saw that he was the man in charge of the baths.

“*You sons of bitches!” he raged at the stokers,
‘“Make sure that the temperature reaches
120° . . . . And this bastard is for you!’’, he scream-
ed at Michael, pushing a scrap of paper into his hand.

Groups of hundreds had been entering and leaving
the baths. Everyone involved with their operations was
exhausted. Michael sat among the tanks of hot water
testing them with his fingers. From time to time, he
poured cold water into them and waited then for a
signal from below. The ancient clock on the wall with
its two weights on the sides indicated the passage of fif-
teen minutes and there followed the sound of a piece of
iron striking a pipe — Michael’s signal, his telephone.
Quickly, he turned off the hot taps, ignoring the abuse
from below.

Having a minute to spare, Michael took out from a
pocket the crushed piece of paper handed to him by the
Bessarabian and examined it closely. It was a label from
a cement bag and still covered with its dust. He turned
the paper this way and that way, and could not see why
Faivel should have given it to him. But then in the light
of the setting sun, he caught sight of light script written
with a blunt pencil. He barely made out what was writ-
ten.

“Dear Michael, (he read),

“Since that first night, nobody has even
spoken to me as you did. Today, the foreman sug-
gested | become his camp-wife. He promised to
look after me, provide me with clothes and give me
light work in the kitchen. If | did not believe there
was anyone here who cared for me, | should pro-
bably agree to his proposition.

‘I am working daily with mortar and my feet
are white and covered with wounds. The foreman
is keeping me here on purpose. This afternoon, he
called me into the store-room, ostensibly to get a
barrow, but you may imagine what he had on his
mind. | didn’t let him have his way so he promised
me that | should die on the job.

’Please find a way for us to meet at the baths.
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| want to be with you before | give in.
‘| believe in you.
Ada.”
Suddenly, the “‘pipe-telephone’” became active
again with a loud screeching and Faivel’s voice brought

him instantly back to reality. He put away the paper and
turned on the hot-water taps.

TA-TA
June Shenfield

Death outsmelt the blossoms,
And ripped into the branches,
As a storm dismembering young,
And scraped my bones,
Exposing them for a corpse.

He lies buried, my father,
Without smell, inside of me,
And when | am finished,

My smell shall make us one.

MY PRAM

June Shenfield

As a child | pushed an empty pram
Consummated with what was left
Of the family.

Expected to do my best to fill it.

As a child long curls played on my neck
Impassioned with pastel pink

Girl tones.

Not showing my true colours.

As a child | sang songs of another country
Killer of my understanding,

A Yellow Star

On my twisted tongue.

There is time now for pink to turn to red
And yellow rusts the pram in my mind
Which gives birth

To me over and over.

Passions are mixed now with fuzz on my legs
Braided with my concept of being a woman
No less than

Screaming against injustice.

Filling my pram now with anger
Consummated with red and struck by

Not being understood

Showing my true colours each one hitting out.
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LAST WORDS

Last words. | really did not believe people uttered
“last words’ on their death bed. It was one of those
myths the celluloid generation accepted, but never ex-
pected to encounter in reality.

When my mother died, | was totally unprepared for
death. Is one ever prepared for death in the padded en-
vironment of affluence and health?

She had come close to death before. She had wat-
ched her parents, her sister, her first husband sprayed
by machine gun fire and descend to the depths of a
bloodied pit, but my mother survived concentration
camp life for four years. | never asked how she had lived
during those four years or how she had survived. A tacit
understanding developed in our family that she could
never ever bring herself to unearth those memories
buried in the reinforced concrete of repression.

I understood how the past had laid foundation to
her present condition as an overweight, chain-smoking,
overbearing mother who interfered in her children’s
lives at every point. Her voice croaked from the perma-
nent smoke-filled lungs; her tongue lashed derisive
comments in Yiddish at every ‘’goy’’ she encountered,
looking at them with sneering mouth, enjoying their
bewildered expressions, knowing they understood not

her vituperation. It was her measure of harmless
revenge.

Growing up, | hadn’t always been able to ‘“make
allowances"” in an understanding way, and we had our
battles. Death so often bewildered me in its introduc-
tion into our tussles.

"“You wish | would have died in that hell on earth’’
she would hiss at me in the middle of an angry ex-
change. At times this would quieten me, at others it
would inflame my rage. ‘‘I can’t understand you. You're
my mother with an alien past. You are half alien!"’

Confusion and anger. Never one without the other.

Despite the many references to death made by my
mother, where they trained the ear, they did not train
the heart. | wept and wept and shuddered as the first
dull thud of earth hit the coffin. My sister screamed un-
controllably. My father was silent — that short, crying
man, suddenly a figure of strength.

But my mother had been the strong one, and my
father the shorter, demure one who always bowed out
of an argument rather than confront it. In contrast to
my mother, he was a jovial soul and used to talk to us of
life in the concentration camp.

It was from my father that we learned of the
atrocities of the war. Also of the little moments of
human exchange or pleasures or joys that punctuated
camp existence, but faded as quickly as a pencil is rais-
ed following the end of a written sentence.

He seemed such a well-adjusted human being. He
never used the word “death’ to bring an argument into
a cul-de-sac. He rarely even embarked on an argument.
As a child, | must have loved my father more. | was a
little afraid of my mother, a dragon lady forever
breathing smoke and snarling. He was the one to
playfully divert my attention, bestow upon me the af-
fection | needed.

As | grew older, | began having conversations with
my mother that revealed her intelligence. Such conver-
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By llana Nayman

sations | would never have with my father. Books she
had read seemed endless. | did not know that any
books published in Yiddish had been worthy of reading!
Now our arguments took a different turn. They were
not always centred on emotional family tuggings, but
on objective “issues’’ (for some of the time at least). It
moved me when my father tried on occasions unsuc-
cessfully, to contribute to these exchanges. He would
always just miss the point, then leave the room in a ruf-
fle of frustration.

| took a law degree and married. | rose quickly in
the large firm with which | was employed. My mother
lived to see this early success and was proud.

When she had the heart attack, | found her lying
ashen grey on the kitchen floor, a cigarette Smouldering
at her side. She regained consciousness fleetingly in the
hospital. My father and sister had not yet arrived. ““My
darling’’ she managed to utter, “Your father's a good
man. Don’t let anyone ever tell you otherwise.” Those
were her last words.

My sister and father found me sobbing at her bed-
side. We clutched each other and wept into the chasm
of sorrow lined by three aching human beings.

| remembered to place a notice in the newspaper,
but left the funeral arrangements to my father whose
composure throughout constituted a remarkable and
unexpected source of strength. | lived through that
ordeal like a clock work doll, remembering the emo-
tional encounters between myself and well-wishers
with poignance, but not recalling who had said what. It
remained an emotional sludge.

Routine resumed. My father adjusted to a life
alone. Amidst the frenzy and sorrow, | had never men-
tioned to anyone those last words. | bore them in my
heart, that final exchange between my mother and me
to remain my possession alone.

I did not wish to share them with anyone. Not that
the words themselves seemed significant to me in any
way, but the intimacy of the moment of their utterance
was the profoundest experience of my life. Could this
intimacy be anything akin to that which a mother feels
when giving life to her child?

Life and death: Can two opposites bear any
semblance to one another at all? Perhaps “intensity’’ is
the only similarity.

* * %

When my son was born, | witnessed the birth. |
tried to appreciate it as a “‘beautiful experience’’, but
can remember only the blood, my wife’s cries and the
sort of “raping” of our sexual intimacy. She lay with
legs held apart by stranger’s hands, her swollen vulva
made public to many pairs of eyes. A horrow show of

fluid and blood emanated as a hideous fountain from
between her legs.

Certainly the only intensity | felt at this time was
one of nausea and alienation. For me, the witnessing of
my son'’s birth alienated me from my wife during labor.
As a father, | did not feel involved. | watched passively,
helplessly, pathetically. She did everything. She and
little Yoni. My little Yoni. My little prince.
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Holding my baby for the first time | felt a surge of
emotion. More than once | asked my wife to describe
her feelings during the delivery. | tried to dlsgover that
intimacy through her, but it was not to be mine. It ex-
isted fully only between her and her baby. _Vlcanous in-
timacy is not very intense. That is all | gained by wat-
ching the birth.

Being with my mother as she delivered her last
words remained an experience unequal to any other.

*x * %

Yoni's Bar-Mitzvah was the first amongst our
group of friends. Almost weekly we attended Saturday
morning call-ups at the Synagogue, and Sunday even-
ing dinner-dances. My father was a sprightly seventy
year old, and gave a captivating speech at the Bar-
Mitzvah, weaving memories of my mother amongst his
anecdotes. Our friends often invited us, together with
my father, to their simchas.

One Bar-Mitzvah we attended was the last my
father accompanied us to. It was another Sunday even-
ing dinner dance. Family relatives travelled from Israel
and America to join in the simcha, creating what was a
truly moving family reunion. We were honoured to be
included. There was nothing distinctive about the Bar-
Mitzvah, relatives from overseas often made the
journey for such an occasion.

But the usual pleasant, soporific Bar-Mitzvah for-
mula was suddenly interrupted by a violent outbreak.
My father was attacked by a middle-aged female
relative who had journeyed from Israel. She was shak-
ing, screaming, crying tortured tears, rocking back and
forth, clutching her head, spitting at my father. | heard

“KAPO! KAPO!" issuing from her mouth over and over
again.

I had never seen my father look so pale, sick and
old, not even when my mother died. He seemed to
stand immobile, an expression of horror and bewilder-
ment engraved on his lined face.

| brushed past the hysterical woman, and dragged
my poor father from her hideous cries. ‘’My father is a
good man,’’ came the familiar words from my mouth.

In no state to remain near that woman, | took my
father home. He said nothing. | angrily maligned that
demonic creature, talking in disgust about her insane
outburst. At home my father still said nothing.

Over the days that followed, we never discussed
the incident. My father seemed to recover, although he
accompanied us less frequently to public gatherings.

* * %

My mother had never talked about her life in the
camp. My father had often done so. Whose ‘story’ was
the more significant? My mother's silence or my
father’'s peppered tales?

And who am |, a son of parents with a tormented,
alien past, living off their sweat in relative luxury, to
speak of ‘‘significance’ as it related to torment and
death?

Confusion and anger. Never one without the other.

2 Melbourne Chronicle

OUT OF EARTH

Roslyn Gross

Out of earth in fire and hurt
From secret musk and fecund ash

She came. Ancient, smoking, with eyes of death
She singed my soul.

Drinking the lips of the animal mouth
Writhing in the lap of the black fire

Of hair: fainting deep deep to the root
Of the sweet black abyss

Where waits the mother.

The whirlpool. Death. A wail —

Curled in blackness — bloomed in hell
Sweetly smouldered in rich forgotten pits
The tiny woman-beast spawned this night
Will be birthed into the singing light.

VENETIAN GHETTO*

by Graeme Hetherington
(i)

A plaque set high up in a wall reminds
That two hundred of six million killed
Came from here. Near the abbatoirs we see

A huge alsatian with his muzzle off. .
| feel ashamed with blue eyes and grey hair.
Walking here in sunlight cold beyond belief.

(ii)

The dust has won out in these rooms
Where crumbling tapestries and spine-broken books
Are holy relics proudly shown

By the curator, an asthmatic shuffling Jew
Who has his desert, and a Promised Land —
A dirty window, leaves clinging to a tree.

Reprinted from ‘‘Aspects of Australian Culture’’, edited by Joost
Daalder and Michele Fryar (Abel Tasman Press, Adelaide, 1982) with
permission from the author and the Editors.

""Venetian Ghetto” is part of a greater sensitive and imaginative cycle
entitled ““Not by Bread Alone”, depicting scenes, encounters and
moods aroused during a visit to different places in Italy. Although

“Venetian Ghetto” stands in its own right, the whole cycle is recom-
mended.

"*Aspects of Australian Culture” is a collection of essays that looks at
different currents at present at work in Australian culture. In it are to be
found studies in the culture of the Aborigines, a resume of ethnic
writing, a discussion of the works of younger emerging prose-writers
and poets, a look at contemporary Australian drama, television, film
and music, and contains a number of poems and a story. It does not
pretend to be a definitive study of contemporary Australian culture, but
does make a modest contribution to it.
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THE DUNERA SCANDAL by Cyril Pearl (Angus & Robertson, $14.99) *

AUSTRIA TO AUSTRALIA: An autobiography of an Australian Jew from birth to

emigration 1904-1938. (A Melbourne Politics Monograph, Uni. of Melbourne Politics Depart-
ment, $8.95)

The two books here under consideration have
some common denominators.

Both look at Streptococcus Anti-Semiticus under
powerful microscopes; both pertain to refugees who
iImmigrated to Australia; and both look at skirmishes in

the eternal war between the children of light and the
children of darkness.

The Pearl book describes an episode in the lives of
2562 refugees who landed in Australia scarcely of their
own free will, let alone their foreknowledge. Krauss, on
the other hand, covering a wider time-scale, records
both the descent of an individual, as pars pro toto, from
the humdrum normality of a pre-World War |
assimilated Austrian-Jewish bourgeois to refugee
status, and the decline of an artistically-glittering socie-
ty to homicidal tribal primitivism.

Cyril Pearl is a well-known Australian author and
journalist. The Australian “Who’s Who" indicates his
track-record and he requires no introduction. Walter
Krauss, in turn, is a self-educated businessman who ar-
rived in Australia as a refugee in 1939, retired in his mid-
sixties, and returned to his previously-interrupted ter-
tiary studies. His ** Austria to Australia’’ is, in fact, a
modified version of his M. A. Thesis. Now, in his 80th

year, he is heading back to Vienna to gather material for
a Doctorate.

* * %

Cyril Pearl, in his book, traces the paranoia and
panic which produced rather indefensible actions
against innocent refugee victims and notes the
perpetuation of that primary injustice — first, by the
Jew-baiters in the commanding and other ranks of the
crew aboard the H.M.T. Dunera which brought them
here, and then by semi-literate xenophobic, and
sometimes anti-Semitic, yobbos in Australia, with the
booby prize going to Archie Cameron, then a Country
Party Member of Parliament.

Walter Krauss, on the other hand, maps the
gradual descent of the slightly-ridiculous Austrian
comic-opera world of his childhood in the years
preceding World War | to its moral nemesis in 1938
when the Fuehrer arrived. Krauss traces skilfully the
philosophic and political metamorphosis of his environ-
ment, and the growth, discolouration and eventual
malignancy of one of its prominent warts: anti-
Semitism. Yet he is not coldly clinical; he shows the
movement within a warm tapestry of life and never
forgets that the play is enacted by people who eat,
drink, and feel. Some of them even think.

* THE DUNERA SCANDAL was kindly donated by Shelling’s Books
for review.

** Erwin Frenkel, born in Vienna, was an internee on the Dunera.

Melbourne Chronicle

by Erwin Frenkel **

The Dunera book tells of political refugees from
Nazi oppression — noble, brave non-Jewish dissidents
as well as prominently-passive Jewish victims who
were in Britain at the outbreak of World War 1.

Britain had accepted more refugees per capita than
anyone else and had done so in spite of the hostile
noises of her own Jew-baiters. Nonetheless, after the
fall of Dunkirk and after the grim experiences with fifth-
columnists in Europe and the Scandinavian countries,
Churchill became somewhat nervous and issued in-
structions to “collar the lot”’, an order he later regarded
as a regrettable error. In acknowledgement of that er-
ror, the refugees, some time after their arrival in
Australia, were declared harmless by the British govern-
ment and offered the right to return. More than half ac-
cepted the offer. The rest who wanted to stay behind
and aid the war effort in Australia were up against
xenophobics and Jew-baiters who hid behind legalism,
red tape and the notion of “’patriotism, the last resort of
the scoundrel”. Needless to say, they were the victims
of innocent bungling as well.

In the end, the refugees were accepted, if rather
ungraciously, one prime reason being the existing shor-
tage of labour. Those who were not accepted into the
army received the nasty end of the stick in the Allied
Works Council’s enterprises.

Cyril Pearl, in his carefully-researched book, points
out what sort of people these refugees were whom pro-
minent politicians of the Right and the Left were so
reluctant to welcome and describes a number of them
who made good in the Australian milieu. There are
some gaps in the success story which seems rather
biased in favour of academics and artists. There is no
mention, for instance, of Walter Heine who developed
a formidable international trade empire and took on the
Pacific Shipping conference — a cartel every bit as ob-
noxious as the present OPEC — with his own ships; or
of Willi Kaufmann who developed a big tool-making
business, contributing many of the machine tools to the
local car industry; and, of course, many others as well.
Of the 2562 internees who arrived, 913 stayed. As
James Jupp has pointed out, those 913 who stayed
have contributed more in every field of endeavour than
any other single boatload either before the arrival of the
Dunera in 1940 or since.

As mentioned, “‘The Dunera Scandal’’ describes
one skirmish in the eternal war between the children of
light and the children of darkness. Most of the refugees
belonged to neither category. They were merely the
casus belli.

The military escort for the internees often
misbehaved and some of the crew were subsequently
court-martialled. The commanding officer, Scott, was
merely reprimanded; Lieutenant O’Neill, a 24-carat
bastard, was not even charged; one pilfering sergeant
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was jailed for 12 months; and another was demoted.
The relevant minister in the House of Commons, when
asked to explain this ““whitewash’’ lamely countered
that he “‘could not be held responsible for the ruling of a
military court-martial’’.

While the British army court apparently regarded
Jew-baiting, including a bit of rough-house, good clean
fun, perhaps nostalgically reminiscent of the popular
Tasmanian “boong shoot of a Sunday”, the British
Government, as ever respectful of private property —
the main idol worshipped by British law — paid full
compensation to the victims of the thievery.

In Britain, as in Australia, the children of light
fought against the injustice done to both the political
refugees and to the victims of European teutonic
tribalism. Cyril Pearl meticulously records their tireless
efforts no less than the mealy-mouthed and/or
venomous stonewalling of their opponents, the children
of darkness. Jews have no saints, but do recognise
saintly men, and have a knighthood of sorts to immor-
talise Gentiles who defy cultural and peer pressure in
defence of the dignity and rights of men, Jews among
them. Jewish tradition sees these as the kind of people
for whose sake God was prepared to spare Sodom and
Gomorrah, a category of man defined in Psalm 15:

““Who may ascend the mountain of the
lord? . . . He who has clean hands."”’

There is a catalogue of such righteous folk at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem. Cyril Pearl’'s book makes one
suspect that that catalogue is incomplete. There are a
number of Australians whose inclusion in it is long over-
due, people such as Bishop Venn Pilcher, Margaret
Holmes, Captain Broughton, Brian Fitzpatrick, and
others. It is also pleasing to learn that Rabbi Danglow,
contrary to the general impression held by the Jewish
internees, actually tried to do something for them.

To interpose here a personal note:

| was one of the deportees on the Dunera, but
came on to the boat as one of the survivors of the Aran-
dora Star which had sunk in the Irish Sea about a fort-
night before the Dunera sailed. Jews were a tiny minori-
ty in _that group as were non-Jewish anti-Nazis. The
majority were demonstrably enemy aliens. We were not
mc.)lested.during the trip. We were at the back of the
ship, behind barbed wire, and had no contact with the
others until we left South Africa. The camps at Tatura
to which we were taken, unlike the ones at Hay, were
not unpleasant. Eventually, we were able to ‘“trade in"’
our Nazis for Jewish refugees interned in Singapore.

My memory of my two years spent at Tatura is a
pleasant one. We had a number of professors on tap. |
was nineteen, and, together with others of my vintage,
we found ourselves the owners of an academic magic
pudding. There were, for instance, Professor F. Gut-
man (physics); Prof. L. Adams (historian, expert on
primitive art); Prof. Bruno Breyer (organic chemistry);
Dr. Littauer (engineering); Dr. F. Eichenberg (Eaton), a
Lawyer and hobby-mathematician; Walter Wuerz-
burger, a fine instrumentalist, arranger and composer;
and, for a short while, Prof. Franz Borkenau (politics
and primitive art). | studied with all of them and we
became personal friends as well. It was one of the most

rewarding episodes of my life, although in the lives of
my tutors, itwas a highly-dislocating experience.

Our military guardians were either friendly or in-
conspicuous. Two years after internment, their
sergeant-major Stone became our first sergeant-major
in the 8th Employment Company, a very pleasant man
and real friend.

Walter Krauss is 17 years older than |, but grew up
in the same town, Vienna. Keenly aware of the ““cla
feet” of his environment — partly with and partly
without hind-sight — he discourses about these lucidly
and with friendly contempt. Nonetheless, he could still
feel a part of it — as | never could — to the point of
dangerous reluctance to recognise the FULL measure
of the potentially-homicidal malice lurking everywhere,
and even today admits to be culturally European while
sentimentally Australian.

While Krauss’ book bills itself as an autobiography
and seems, on the surface, no more than a nostalgic
trip by an ageing raconteur back to the place of
youthful indiscretions and a “Kaffeehausklatsch” about
mishpoche, it is indeed far more than that. It is an
amusingly-written but academically-respectable rect_)rg
of a sad chapter in the history of not so ““felix Austria
— the replacement of one irresponsible, moribund elite
by critics who turned out equally irresponsible, but also
indifferent to human life in their manic pursuits.

Krauss traces the effect of the lost war on the
psyche and the economy, the effect of the disintegra-
tion of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the disastrous
blow to the economy by the “sudden-death’’ debt-
cancellation, the growing orientation towards a greater
Germany as the key to economic (and psychologic)
salvation, and the role of clerical fascism in the develop-
ment of this public consciousness aiming at economic
union, with Austria as part of a Germanic federation,

and not as a suburb of Bavaria.

His comments on Australia and the reception
received from the Jewish community, from
“Australians of the Mosaic persuasion”, aré com-
parable to those of the Dunera people, but like myself
he feels that this place has reaffirmed his right to exist
while Europe denied it. He reminds me of the remark
made to me by Frank Knopfelmacher: ““You knlow,
Australia is the largest convalescent home on earth’’.

Krauss uses the “'| Claudius’ technique of social
critique and history-writing. This has one great advan-
tage over the traditional formal academic paper which
tends to be as stiff as a pretzel festooned with footnotes
(a footnik is a nudnik with a PhD) and flashing with
overbearing bibliographies; itis eminently readable.

Kol Hakavod, Mr Krauss, and Ken Yirbu.

14 Melbourne Chronicle
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JEWISH ARTISTS COMING INTO THEIR OWN

By S.L.
Karl Duldig, Survey, Sculpture, and Graphic Works 1922-1982 (Text by Eva de
Jong-Duldig)
Leon Wolowski: Memories of the Shtetl — Sculptures of Leon Wolowski (Globe
Press 1982)

Charles Aisen: His Metal Sculptures (Text by Stanley Robe) (Globe Press 1982)

It is gratifying to see Australian Jewish artists, all clear and expressive — a few harsher works

of them immigrants, coming into their own. Within a
period of six months, three of them have had gathered
into handsome book-form a selection of their works:
Karl Duldig, Leon Wolowski and Charles Aisen.

Karl Duldig (“Survey, Sculpture and Graphic
Works 1922-1982"") is undoubtedly the best-
established of the three. Already in 1966, F.W. Cheshire
published ‘’Karl Duldig, Sculpture’” which included 42
plates showing sculptures executed in Vienna,
Singapore and Melbourne. The present volume,
published in the artist's 81st year, inevitably covers
similar ground, considering that it spans the sixty years
of his creative life, but it is witness, too, to a far wider
range of techniques and materials employed as also to a
maturation of styles. Duldig is most adept and

recognised as a sculptor whose works stand in places
as far apart as Israel, Melbourne and Hong Kong. His
predilections have been for terracotta, bronze and
sandstone, but he is no stranger to marble, steatite and
red gum. In their execution, his figures and figurines are
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notwithstanding, generally given to composure and
tranquility — with only the rare item tending towards
the abstract. His etchings and drawings, of which this
volume regrettably contains only four examples, are as
equally pleasing to look at, study and assimilate.

The accompanying text, by Duldig’s daughter, Eva
de Jong-Duldig, outlines the artist's personal and
creative life and presents the context and
circumstances in which a number of Duldig’'s works
were executed. It is a lucid text interspersed with
Duldig’s own words as recorded in his diaries, lecture
notes, interviews and letters and with extracts from
press cuttings and exhibition catalogues.

Karl Duldig features too, albeit briefly, in Leon

Wolowski's “Memories of the Shtetl: Sculptures by
Leon Wolowski’’. Here, in a foreword, in referring to

Leon Wolowski

the subjects of Wolowski's art, he writes, "' This series
of characters from the Shtetl makes a unique
contribution to our understanding of a world that no
longer exists. Sincere and unpretentious, yet vital and
expressive, the series may be classed among the best
traditions of folk art.”” Those remembering still the pre-
1939 European shtetls shall find much with which to
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identify directly; for those whose contact with the shtetl
has been through the works of, say, a Sholom
Aleichem or a Sholem Asch or a Leibush Peretz,
Wolowski’'s water-carriers, milkmen, peddlers, glaziers,
rebbes, scribes and matchmakers will become
immediately and warmly familiar.

Though poor, though simple perhaps, or at times
defiant or at others yielding, these are men and women
of faith and — as in the instance of the Hasid — of
boundless joy and selfless duty.

All in terracotta, Wolowski’'s characters have a
keen individuality about them, in their stance, their
interaction with each other, their expressions. Some
would seem ready to move, others to laugh, others still
to speak. What they would say must be left now to the
imagination. The originals of Wolowski's humble folk
are silenced forever. Nor can Leon Wolowski, nor
anyone, restore their voive; but he has, through his
work and this splendidly-attractive volume of 40 plates
and accompanying commentary, set up a personal
memorial to those who once did move and laugh and
speak.

Among an artist’'s media, tin is perhaps among the
least pliable. Yet it is in tin that Charles Aisen (Charles
Aisen: His Metal Sculptures) has developed his
expertise. Although like Leon Wolowski, Charles Aisen,
in a number of his sculptures looks back at the pre-War
shtetl (“Life in the Pale”, ““The Cart-Driver”, ““The
Smith”’), with Wolowski's sentimentality, more often
he is overtly political, and variously bitter, cynical and
satirical. The modern Jew, at the summit of a family
tree whose members through the generations have
seen forced conversions, incarceration in prisons and
camps, persecution under Nazism on account of their
Jewishness, is now, after the establishment of a Jewish
State, labelled a racist; the young educated Jew,
dressed in modern garb, is seen to leave the heder, and
the tradition perhaps of his father; Chelm 1918 is
contrasted with Melbourne 1980; The U.S.A. is set
beside Russia, neither the ease of assimilation in the
one nor oppression in the other able to do away with
the self-identification of Jews as Jews, shown
symbolically in the observance of the Sabbath in both
places. And there are other examples of cynicism —
Hitler and Stalin both at the summit of mounds of skulls
and Arab oil-magnates holding nations to ransom.

The Bagel Seller

76 Melbourne Chronicle

This album, too, with its text written by Stanley
Robe, is a colourful richly-illustrated volume. It pays
tribute to yet another splendidly-aware octogenarian
(Aisen was born in 1901 — Karl Duldig in 1902, while
Leon Wolowski is still a young 64) who continues to
create, and does so in a medium handed down to him
by generations of tin-smiths and workers in iron.

There are now many Jewish artists in Australia.
Perhaps others among them shall see fit, in due course,
to have their work published in albums similar to these.
That would be pleasing indeed. But, looking at the
more immediate future, there may be merit in giving
consideration to the publication of a volume containing
samples of the works of these many artists, a volume
perhaps sponsored by Bezalel or by any other local
patron of the arts.

FIGURINES (Dedicated to Charles Aisen)

In his world of miniature
metallic figurines

the artist speaks

of his love for history

of his love to be free.

Here the religious Jew

dances with such passion beyond his
metal confines,

he dances in my dreams

he dances in my mind.

There seems to be a yearning

an unwillingness to see

that Jewish customs and traditions
are fading into secular modernity.

Can’t you imagine young children

the life that | have led

mjngled with Chelmer anecdotal laughter
mingled with Nazi, Arab dread.

The floorboards of the old shule
creaked with atmosphere

with its tin roof, wooden seats
and rising hum of prayer

one could feel that God was there.

The silent moon

a quest to be conquered by technology

which turns a blind eye

to Third World chains

what ruthless pleasure from monetary gains.
Wars, atom bombs

monuments to the dead

we walk on burning embers .
‘When will we learn our lesson?’ a United Nations
member asked

came the reply, ‘When the world is at an end".

Can one ever speak of hope
when all one sees is death?
Can one try to forget death
when one believes in hope?

— Annette Buchbinder
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“THE RIGHT, THE LEFT AND THE JEWS"
by Bill Rubinstein (London, Crum Helm 1982)

This book includes the most important sociological
material on Australian Jews since Professor Peter Med-
ding’s work “Jews in Australian Society”,

Rubinstein contends that Western Jewish Com-
munities in the U.S.; Britain and Australia have swung
to the Political Right. This is a result, he argues, of the
Le;ft’s adoption of crude anti-Zionism, an obviously
alienating factor for the vast majority of Jews, for
whom Israel is a vital symbolic political attachment.

It may be true that Jewish intellectuals are political-
ly distressed by criticism of Israel, because they feel
that the criticism is out of proportion to events like the
recent war in Lebanon. But especially in migrant
societies like Australia where the second or third
generations have rapidly prospered, Rubinstein does
not take sufficiently into account changes in political
preferences which may have more to do with changed
economic circumstances. However, as an inveterate
reader of the London Jewish Chronicle | doubt whether
British Jews have swung to the Right.

I am not convinced of his proposition in the book
that the Political Right has become philo-Semitic.
Margaret Thatcher, Ronald Reagan and Malcolm Fraser
have broadly speaking, been favourable to Israel and
have gained surprising support whether it is in the
American Commentary magazine or the Federal seat of
Phillip. But these three political leaders represent the
strand of Conservatism where opposition to Soviet
totalitarianism is strongest and they view Israel as a bas-
tion of Western democracy. Rubinstein’s conclusions
about the philo-Semitism of the Political right might ap-
pear less credible if Lord Carrington, George Bush or
Andrew Peacock were national conservative leaders.
The Left, the Right and the Jews is on safer ground
in arguing that Jews prosper in open democratic
societies.

Francois Mitterand, the French Socialist President
is the counterpoint, par excellence to the Rubinstein
thesis. This week in an act of defiance to anti-Jewish
terrorists that is not untypical of his political record, Mit-
terand lunched with his Jewish brother-in-law at

Goldenberg's Restaurant in Paris, where six people died
in a terrorist attack.

One must ask would Bob Hawke or a President
Fritz Mondale be any less “philo-Semitic’’ than con-
servative leaders? Given candidates with pro-lIsrael
sympathetics like Hawke or Mondale, it is doubtful that
the swing to the right of Australian and US Jews is per-
manent. To be fair, Rubinstein has noted that in the
1982 Congressional elections Jewish voters in New
York swung back to the Democrats.

Perhaps Dr Rubinstein’s most disturbing contribu-
tion is addressed to the Political Left. For if his
observations are only partly correct, then the Left ought
to undertake a serious political re-evaluation. The use of
crude anti-Zionism, in the course of entirely legitimate
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Reviewed by Michael Danby

criticism of Israel Government, has had a traumatic ef-
fect on Jews, driving them to the Right.

When Bill Hartley, General Secretary of the
Australian/Arab Libyan Friendship Association tells
listeners to Melbourne Radio Station 3CR (Libyan
Friendship Program 3 January 1982) that ‘‘They
(Reagan'’s policies) are linked, not with the unrelenting
drive to extract maximum profits at the expense of the
impoverished working-class sections of some 9f the
Western countries and even their middle sectors”, this
kind of “anti-Zionism" is what Karl Marx called the
socialism of fools and is undistinguishable from the anti-
Semitism of notorious Soviet propagandists, like
Trofim Kichko.

If Dr Rubinstein’s “The Left, The Right and The
Jews"’ brings this problem of the Left's crude "ant'n-
Zionism'’ into clearer focus, it alone, will make this
book a valuable contribution.

CARLISLE
LODGE

32 CARLISLE STREET
BALACLAVA
534 0316
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