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EDITORIAL

NEXT YEAR, THE MESSIAH — a fable

The Kaddish, to quote from Rabbi Joseph Hertz’
commentary on the Siddur, points forward to the
establishment of the Messianic Kingdom of God, with
its promise of Resurrection and assurance of Immortali-
ty. It begins with a paean to God and concludes with a
petitioning for peace, ‘“for us and for all Israel”.

The early Christian Church nurtured the idea of the
coming of the Millenium, the period of 1000 years dur-
ing which Christ, the Messiah, would return to govern
the earth in person and when all flaws in human ex-
istence will have vanished and perfect goodwill and
happiness — in another word, peace — will prevail.

While to the Moslems, the time shall come when
Allah shall send upon earth the Mahdi, the Messiah, to
renew the reign of justice, righteousness and peace on
earth united in the belief in the one and only God.

And others, too, there are who hold to the idea of
perfection, and of tolerance and equality and oppor-
tunity and peace.

The year is 1984. Not Orwell’s 1984, but another, a
gentler, calmer, happier one. The streets of Jerusalem
glow. The light, true to the song, shimmers golden, the
valleys are rich in their greenness, and, under a poplar,
facing the Knesset, a modern-day artist is at work pain-
ting the scene of tranquility, bonhomie and harmony
being enacted before him. For, barely a hundred metres
away, he sees a Naturei Karta Jew enter the Knesset
gates engaged in conversation with a bare-headed
modern ben Abuyah; he sees Rabbis Goren and
Ovadiah Yosef flanked by Pope John Paul, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Patriarch Deodoros and the
Avyatollah Khomeini ascend its steps; he sees, too,
Yasser Arafat, King Hussein, President Castro, Presi-
dent Reagan, Comrade Andropov, Prime Minister
Mobutu and Prime Minister Botha along with the heads
of all other nations being welcomed with delight by
President Navon, being then led to dine together at one
large circular table with Prime Minister Begin and all the
members of the Knesset.

The artist cannot see within, but here, in the
galleries, a multitude of journalists and television crews
coming from as far apart as Greenland and New
Zealand transmit the scene to their home networks,
showing, as well as the leaders, the elected represen-
tatives of such illustrious bodies, among others, as the
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Ku Kiux Klan, the Red Brigade, the National Front, the
Irish Republican Army, the Socialist Left and Black
December. Film relayed to Australia also shows Bill
Hartley shaking hands with Aryeh Dulzin, Eric Butler
making parley with Bob Hawke, and Joan Coxsedge
proposing a toast to Isi Leibler. All around, there is a
profusion of tables, each laden with herring, felafel,
curry and potato crisps; while bottle after bottle of beer,
red wine, orange juice, arak and vodka are avidly made
short work of.

And all for good reason. For word is that, after
such long delay, the Messiah has at last come to earth
?nd is now making his way to address this gathered
orum.

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

aims

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-

bourne Chronicle” invites contributions

of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques

and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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To the artist, the harmony to which he is witness is
an achievement remarkable. For long, so long,
observation of world affairs has led him to the convic-
tion that peace on earth is but a mirage. Given the com-
plexities of personalities and issues, the force behind
private ambitions and the seemingly-irreconcilable dif-
ferences between opposing groups in even the flimsiest
of conflicts, no formula — so he has held — can ever be
devised to satisfy fully each of the competing pro-
tagonists, for that which is deemed to be a solution to
conflict, when enacted, is merely the mainspring for
new contingencies and complications and for extending
or diverting the conflict in another direction.

To take but one example — that which until now,
1984, has been called the Middle East conflict: that
long-enduring turmoil involving Israel, her Arab
neighbours from Iraq and Saudi Arabia through to
Libya, the Palestinians and their representatives, the
United States, the Soviet Union, Europe, the nations
dependent upon Arab oil, and the United Nations itself,
each of these in turn fragmented into groups ranging
from political moderates across a spectrum to the
militants of the rabid Right and radical Left, each driven
by considerations aiming at the acquisition of maximum
influence in the region, one or other of these — given
further, the economic, social and religious undercur-
rents also seeking to be countenanced and accom-
modated — destined to be disadvantaged by whatever
settlement was to be negotiated in the process of
peace-making. Considering the Palestinian issue alone,
there was not one remedy — so the artist believed —
that was to be without further violent sequel: the crea-
tion, say, of a bi-partite Israel-Palestine state, the
establishment of a separate fully-autonomous Palesti-
nian State on the West Bank of the Jordan, the
establishment of a Palestinian entity under Israeli
jurisdiction, the incorporation of the Palestinians into
Jordan, the continuation of the 1983 status quo with
the dispersion of the Palestinians among the separate
neighbouring Arab states — not one of these remedies
to be found at the end of the various suggested paths-
to-peace he saw as being sufficient to placate all par-
ties, much less the ever radical elements ever seeking to
procure more than is given, aiming, ultimately in this in-
stance, at the dismantling of Israel as the final gain,
their Manifesto demanding nothing less, as if even this
— such dismantling — would lead to a resolution of the
differences between the Arab states, themselves ever
on the threshold of internecine warfare, or contribute
anything positive towards the settling of the so-named
“Jewish question’’, the resolution of which was the
motive force behind the Zionist movement and the
establishment of Israel in the first place.

But the wonder is that, with the advent of goodwill
everywhere, the conflict has been resolved. Also,
Russia and Afghanistan have amicably settled their dif-
ferences; South-East Asia, too, is quiet; England and
Argentina have come to a lasting agreement, as have
Iran and Iraq, Russia and China, Mozambique and Tan-
zania, India and Pakistan. Peace has come upon the
world and all men have gathered unto Zion.

The excitement of anticipation is great. The artist
behind his easel is carried along with it. He hears the
happy hubbub of voices inside the Knesset on the tran-
sistor resting beside him. The Messiah is about to
come. The message he is to deliver shall surely have to
do with the brotherhood of man.
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"Atlast, atlast,”’ the artist is moved to say.

From his place outside the Knesset, he is the first
to see the Messiah approaching. The Deliverer is tall
wiry, long-haired and rather swarthy, every bit the
Christ-figure he has seen in a score of art-museums
about‘the world. Upon his entry into the Knesset hall,
there IS an uproarious tumult that the artist hears re-
sounding on his transistor. But no sooner does this
abate than another man nears the gate and enters, he
more pu!'poseful and hoary and severe, the sembla'nce
of an Isaiah of popular lore. Once again, there is a hub-
bub that greets the man upon his entry, but from its
midst there emerge the first inklings of confusion. And
this becomes still further compounded upon thé ap-
pearance of a third man dressed in the opulence of a
Moslem caliph, and then of a fourth — stocky, broad-
shouldered and heavily-bearded — oddly ill at ease in
the calico of workmen’s overalls.

The artist, grim witness, lays down his brush
Already, he has a presentiment that his labours are td
no purpose. And, as he hears each of the new arrivals
recite to the applause of some and the rising jeers of
others I am the true Messiah come to bring eternal
peace,”” he removes his canvas, folds his easel, and
replaces his brushes and paints into his case. For
over the transistor, he hears the clamour of sWeIlin .
riot, hears the din of turbulence and frenzy, now ang
again through the commotion makes out cries of
"Mash|§ch!”, “Jesus’’, ““Our Mahdi!”’, and ‘““Marx!"’
f’,”d “"Marx!”",  ""Our Mahdi!”’, ““Jesus!’ a.né

Mg§hlach!” And he leaves his place abanaons hi
position, too sick at heart to look back,' even when hIs
hgars thq first volley of quickfire explosions, even wh :
hlg transistor falls silent with the disry ption'of all it 1
cuits, even when he feels in his back the heat o? f(:rl'nr-
blast, as that which but a moment before stood ;
bodied as the home of harmony and peace now flaerrg-
into a mighty cauldron of flame and blackness therS
rising from that site a monstrous cloud obliteratir;g li h?(
and sun and the earlier luminous golden of air agd
crystal of sky. "

From that place, then, he walks awa ;
dismay, he sees other clouds form — beférgﬂgntoahlg
to his left, and to his right — and they meld togéthn
into one huge mass of blackness in which, he kno iad
now, he is alone, all nations everywhere also goin i
in flames, mankind in every place now to%alﬁp
destroyed, he alone remaining, as on the day of ma 14
creation a solitary Adam, daring to think — hg E
perverse under the circumstances — that perhaps nov:’,v
with no-one left to wage war, there shall be peace. i

But even that notion, he senses, is not wholly trye
For, though alone, he is filled with disquiet, unease
bewilderment, perhaps terror. From inner wells, there
issue torrents of love, of hate, of pity, of anger; and of
venom and sweetness, and yearning and loss. So jg he
torn; so is he divided, caught, sundered. And on the
crests of these emotions lashing at him, he discovers
what to him is a new truth, to him suddenly acute and
searing and profound — that, nevercould there be eter-
nal peace, never, at any time, in any place, until ever
man separately, in his every dimension, first and above
all made peace with himself.
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NEEDED: Jewish Information

Centre By Dr. Paul Gardner

Not surprisingly, Australia supported the establish-
ment of the State of Israel. For many years, Australians
reacted warmly to an image of Israelis as pioneers, as
lovers of peace — and as underdogs in a continuous
struggle against a phalanx of Arab foes.

During the past few years — and particularly dur-
ing the past six months — that picture changed
dramatically. During the Lebanese crisis, some
editorials freely castigated Israel for "’acts of genocide”’.
Jews everywhere were invited to feel shame for a
massacre perpetrated by Christians. Fake figures on
deaths and homeless were televised without comment.
Propaganda stories about non-existent ‘‘vacuum
bombs" were shown and not retracted. Zionist history
has been distorted: one PLO propagandist claimed that
there was a 1901 plan to exterminate the Palestinians.
And so on, ad nauseam.

The Jewish community did of course respond. The
Board of Deputies, the State Zionist Council, B'nai
B'rith, Australia Israel Publications and some student
societies were all involved in media response and public
relations activities. There were some successes:
positive information on T.V., favourable letters and ar-
ticles in the press. But it was not enough. Our enemies
are numerous, active, and well financed. A slice of the
world’s oil money finds its way into Australia to finance
the production of viciously anti-Zionist material, to send
academics, journalists, politicians and churchmen to
the Middle East in order to be fed PLO “facts”.

The community tends to become complacent
when crises have passed. The worst events of the
Lebanese crisis are currently over, but we should not be
complacent — there may well be new anti-Israel attacks
in the months to come, and public relations is an area
where we should never relax our guard, and for this
reason we must maintain a continuing effort in this
field.

We need to do more: We need professional, full-
time staff: the work is too important to be left to part-
time volunteers alone: We need better co-ordination: a
united response from a united community, is the best
reply to those who would distinguish between Judaism
and Zionism. We need money: to produce printed
material to inform the general public and the Jewish
community and to place advertisements. Some good
work has been done, but we need to do even better.

And so: The Jewish Information Centre. We want
to establish a professionally staffed office, under the
control of the Anti-Defamation Committee of the Board
of Deputies.

The success of this venture now depends entirely
upon you, and your family and friends. The central
need is finance. To raise the money needed, we are in-
viting the Jewish community to become members of
the Jewish Information Centre. The membership fee is
$45 per year.

Please ring the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies
on 347 1711, and a membership form will be sent to
you. Should you have any enquiries, please do not
hesitate to contact the Board on this number or in
writing to: 2nd floor, 401 Swanston St., Melbourne.

(Dr. Gardner is Chairman of the B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation Commit-
tee, and a member of the Board of Deputies Jewish Information Centre
Committee)
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ESPLANADE EXCURSION

Jean Thornton

The old hotel creaks

a dignified welcome as

the perspiring landlord

sets extra chairs in a lounge
already crowded with regulars

‘Catering here for every
ethnic group’ he boasts:
‘Souvlaki Monday

Spaghetti Tuesday

Chow Mein Wednesday
Shashlik Thursday

Roast Beef Friday

and on Saturdays — Bingo!’
(make mine Bingo and chips)

Potential guests may gyrate,
admiring upstairs improvements:
bedrooms furnished in plastic,
mirrored to reflect changed tastes

‘Tween stairs an old mahogany chest
crafted by a master hand long stilled
awaits transportation by op-shop van

| trace a finger through its shroud
of dust and write ‘Displaced’ before
making my way to the exit.

THE MIKVEH

J.E. Shenfield

My cracked slab with paint peeling

Is slowly sinking in jagged motions.
Drowning in midair in a sweat-bathed dream
The bed merges with aqua tiles.

Shorn by a hot rough hand

The blood rushes out lukewarm and blue.
The mouth kicks chunks of heavy air
Striking against the mounted pressure.

A bride at her cleansing bath

Inspected, purified, made ready.

My eyes sting with tears at the expected
Ripping open, the seeds ravishing the body.

The rape, a sheet soiled with my own body,
Blood of fantastic dreams

Where paralysis overcomes the screams
And you wake gasping for air.

February/March 1983 3




ON COLOUR OF SKIN AND TURNS OF MIND

There are those who will think of racism as the
discrimination by whites against those of different col-
oured skins. Unfortunately the most horrific example of
racism in history occurred this century during my
lifetime. It was the attempt by one group of people to
eliminate from the face of the earth the Jewish people.
Their skin colour may have been the same but their
ethnic origins were different and it was those dif-
ferences that led to six million — one third of the
Jewish population of the world — 90% European Jewry
being systematically slaughtered.

It is not my intention to deal with the Holocaust,
other than as a background to my own experience as a
child, as a youth and as a young man who lived through
those years, fortunately in a country a long way from
where that nightmare was occurring. The point | want
to make is that one does not have to be black, brown,
yellow or of mixed race to suffer the degradation and in-
dignity of racism.

| was born in the NSW country town of Griffith in

April 1935, the son of Lou and Phyllis Cohen so you will
note that Al Grassby was not the only good thing to
come out of Griffith. My father’s parents were Polish
Jews who like so many of their ilk left Russian-occupied
Poland in the 1890s to escape the pogroms and com-
pulsory military service that so many Jews failed to sur-
vive. After a short sojourn in England where three
children were born, they lived for some years in South
Africa, where my father was born. Just prior to the out-
break of World War | they arrived in Australia with four
children and had their first meal in a Surry Hills tene-
ment on packing cases. Two more children arrived
shortly afterwards to add to the burden of poverty that
surrounded the family.

My father was fortunate that by the time he was
reaching maturity the family’s fortune had improved
sufficiently to enable them to send him, with the aid of
scholarships and bursaries, to university. After
graduating in the middle of the Depression and
spending a year or two as a locum in Bathurst, he met
and married my mother before buying a small country
dental practice in Griffith NSW in 1934 — at that time it
was little more than a frontier town. Shortly after their
arrival there, | arrived on the scene, the first of three
children. We were one of only four Jewish families in
the whole district. Apart from annual visits to the city to
see my relatives, my religious experience was limited to
Friday night Sabbath service and the important Jewish
holidays: Pesach, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur — in
English, Passover, New Year and the Day of Atone-
ment.

For nearly ten years that really was my only
consciousness of being a Jew. It is of course a long
time ago, but my clearest image of that period is simply
that being Jewish was no different from being anything
else. | cannot recall any incidents in Griffith of anti-

“Text of address to the Conference on Freedom of Expression and
Racist Propaganda delivered at University of Melbourne, 1982.

“Mr. Barry Cohen, MHR, is Federal Member for Robertson in the House
of Representatives.
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By Barrie Cohen, M.H.R.

Semitism from either my fellow school friends or from
adults. The only time | recall being slightly different was
on those days when we had scripture and my fellow
students were visited by priests or clergymen and | was
allowed to sit outside in the sun and read. For a long
time | thought being of ““The Chosen People’’ meant |
(équlld read comics when the other kids had to read the
ible.

If there is a feeling of being different it was simply
that there weren’t many of us. Seven Jewish children in
a sc_:hqol of nearly 1000 students made us a little bit of a
curiosity. However, | cannot recall one occasion when |
was made to feel embarrassed about being Jewish. It is
probably the reason why today | have the fondest and
warmest memories of country life and the town of
Griffith. It's also interesting to consider this apparent
lack of prejudice, at least at that time and through my
experiences, with the popular conception of Australia’s

rure_ll communities being a hotbed of prejudice and
racial intolerance.

This idyllic existence came to an abrupt end
towards the end of World War . It was apparent to my
parents that if | was to have a proper Jewish education
sufficient at least to make a fist of my Confirmation (Bar
Mitzvah) by the time | was thirteen, then it would have
to happen in an area where there was a rich Jewish
cultural and spiritual life. Whatever Griffith was, it was
not a rich Jewish cultural and spiritual centre. A
decision was made, much against my wishes, to send
me to boarding school in Sydney. Sydney Grammar
School was chosen because, of the schools available it
was the one GPS school that was non-denominationlal.
My religious education was not to be undertaken at the
school but nearby at the Central Synagogue.

In late January 1945, | set off at the tender age of 9
to undertake 4 years of Jewish education, 400 miles
from the bosom of my family and from a friendly
community where | had never had anything but the
kindest treatment.

It was, to say the least, a rude shock. The first da
at Grammar | was involved in three fights refereed b
the School Sergeant. Within hours of my arrival at
school, | had been met with taunts by my colleagues of
’dirty Jew, bloody Jew'’ and a host of others which
one does not normally use in polite company. To say
that | was shocked, hurt and bewildered, is to put it
mildly.

Fortunately | could fight fairly well in those days so
| had no further trouble with the particular boys who
had proferred the insults. Nevertheless, | knew it would
not be very long before | met someone who could fight
better than | could.

At school, in my own class, it was bad enough byt
at least all the boys were of roughly the same size ang
weight. At the boarding school where | was the
youngest and smallest, the situation was quite
different. There was little | could do when a seventeen
year old, 14-stone member of the school Eight decided |
was “‘a bloody little Yid"".

| am long past feeling sorry for myself, but | ask
you to try to imagine what it must have felt like for
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nine year old boy, lonely and homesick enough at being
sent away from his parents and brother and sister and
from a community that he loved and that accepted him,
suddenly finding himself in the midst of this cauldron of
hatred. It would have been a very unusual person who
remained unmoved or unscarred by such an
experience. | was no exception.

I would not want to give the impression that
Sydney Grammar School was a hotbed of anti-
Semitism or that the masters and the majority of
students were viciously anti-Semitic. They were not.
However, there were enough young anti-Semites to
make life very miserable for those they chose to make
the butt of their hatred. With the wisdom of hindsight
and maturity | can see now that children at that age
were almost certainly unaware of the cruelty they were
inflicting on others. Prejudice, like other personality
characteristics is passed on from the parents and from
the peer group. One can hardly expect 10 year-olds to
have the maturity to comprehend what they were do-
ing. In time one of two things happens. Either they
reach the point, as many have done, where they
recognise the absurdity and immorality of their pre-
judices or they continue to reinforce those prejudices
and to foster them amongst the rest of the community.

At about the same time as | was being introduced
to the delights of racial prejudice, my co-religionists in
Europe, or what was left of them, were reaching the
end of the worst period in the history of the Jewish
people.

The war in Europe ended in April 1945, just as |
turned 10. In the previous 10 months as the Allied
Armies swept across Europe the full impact of what had
only been suspected became evident. | can still recall
the devastating impact of the daily reports in the
newspapers and on documentary films as the full
horrors of Auschwitz, Treblinka, Matshausen, Belsen,
Buchenwald and all the other death camps, unfolded.
At 10 the average boy or girl is usually blissfully
unaware about what happens on the international
scene. These are matters for adults to discuss and
agonise about. However, the war and what its
aftermath revealed were brought home to young
Jewish children in a way that they were not brought
home to their non-Jewish friends. One would exclude
from that comment those who lost parents and
relations in the war itself.

The sight of hundreds of thousands of human
beings, suffering from starvation and malnutrition,
staring vacantly at their liberators because they were
too weak to show any other emotion was a heart-
rending experience. The mountains of bones, the mass
graves, the piles of hair, spectacles, clothes, teeth and
the gold extracted from them, the horrors of the gas
chambers, the scientific experiments on human beings.
All this reported and repeated daily in the press and in
theatres must have had a traumatic effect on any
normal person who saw it, but for those who were
Jews, it left them in a state of shock from which they
could never hope to fully recover. It is a salutary ex-
perience to find your very existence a capital offence.

There were other feelings that at the time were
difficult to analyse. The first emotion was one of anger
and rage that man could do this to a fellow human
being. Another was a mixture of frustration and
sadness that so little had been done to prevent it
happening or to stop it once it started. Even today
when | read a book or see a film on the Holocaust there
is a feeling of helplessness that more was not done by
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the Allied authorities who knew what was going on and
yet continuously ignored pleas from the Jewish
underground to bomb the death camps.

The final emotions are a mixture of guilt and relief.
Relief that | had been fortunate to have lived in a
country where anti-Semitism was probably at a lower
level than in any other country in the world, and guilt
for having lived in comfort while others suffered.

No Jew who lived through that period can have
escaped emotionally unmarked unless they were either
stupid or had a hide like a rhinoceros. | was no
exception.

Like most boys of that age | had a normal healthy
interest in the same things that my friends were
interested in. | do not want you to get the idea that life
was a misery in which | sat around every day
contemplating the horrors of World War Il. Nor was |
tormented unmercifully at boarding school, although
my second year was even worse than the first when a
boy finally came to the boarding school who could fight
better than | and had views about Jews that would have
made him a leading light in the Hitler Youth Movement.
In fact he could fight better than anyone else at the
school and finished up second boxing champion.
Things got so bad at school that my father had to come
down to see the House Master, a wonderful man, but
strict disciplinarian, who soon made it clear to my
tormentor that he could wield the cane better than the
little thug could fight. He got the message and | got a
little peace.

From that time | cannot recall any experience of a
similar nature where | was threatened physically. The
torments were of a different nature. You may find it
difficult to believe but | was once red-headed —
naturally earning the name ‘’Bluey’’. Couple that with a
liberal dosage of freckles and you will realise why | was
rarely recognised as being Jewish. | often found myself
in new company enjoying the conversation when
someone, unaware of my ethnic origins, would make
some anti-Semitic remark. Sometimes it was vicious,
sometimes not, but it always was insulting, always
derogatory and always hurtful. People who had never
even met a Jew had nevertheless stereotyped images
of them that were always unattractive. Jews were
either mean, miserly, cunning, ruthless and of course,
controlled the world, media, business a|_1d
governments. Even as a young man | could never quite
fathom out why, if we had so much power and control,
were we always getting our arses kicked.

What often happened was that just when | was
beginning to feel what nice people | had just met, onée
of them would intrude into the conversation an anti-
Semitic comment that depicted Jews in a disparagingd
way. The effect was instantaneous. | would feel as if |
had been kicked in the guts. The blood would rush to
my face and | would hope that a hole would open up
and | would disappear. As a young boy | was totally
unable to come back with a reply. Firstly because | was
usually too taken aback to think of a suitable answer
and secondly because | did not know what the right
answer was. Initially | was confused and bewildered to
find that | had a whole range of personality defects that
| was not even aware | had. It was automatically
assumed | was mean with money. The slightest sign of
frugality on my part would be immediately attributable
to genetic inheritance. The result was that | would go
out of my way to be generous. | would always try to
buy the first round of drinks to ensure someone would
not make a crack about my being careful with a quid.
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Even then, | had to be careful because | always half
expected someone to make a crack about me being
“flashy’’. The result was that | was damned if | did, and
damned if | did not.

The effect on me in my early years was to be
always on guard. Never totally relaxed. Conscious that
at any time the snide remark, the careless aside, the
deliberate innuendo would come out at the least
expected moment. Eventually | decided that being
open-mouthed was not the way to handle things and |
set out during my early teens to try to discover what
made people anti-Semites. | read everything | could
about the history of the Jewish people, anti-Semitism
and later on about prejudice in general. In time |
developed, as most Jews do, a defence mechanism. |
developed a nice little ploy to turn the embarrassment
around. After they had dropped one of their clangers,
unaware of what | was. | would say ““Oh really, I'm
Jewish”. | used to get quite a lot of pleasure out of
watching them squirm. It was they who had the red
face as they would stumble around trying to extricate
themselves with ““Oh, | didn’t mean you’’, which made
it worse, or ““Some of my best friends . . . ** or some
such puerile remark. | got past this sadistic stage at last,
and often let people know | was Jewish just so they
would not make the usual blooper.

Let me remind people here tonight that the climate
has changed considerably during the last thirty years. It
was perfectly normal for people in which one might
describe as polite company to be openly and
unashamedly anti-Semitic during the 1930s, ‘40s, and
'50s. It was only when | was doing some research a few
years ago at University and my paper concerned Jewish
immigration prior to World War Il, that | realised how
much community attitudes had changed.

Anyone who doubts this need only read
newspaper and magazine articles of the late 1930s to
realise just how much they have changed. | also
recommend reading the Federal Parliamentary Hansard
debates on the decision to take some 7,000 European
Jews as migrants and the speech of the Labor Member
fqr Kalgoorlie. Such a speech made today would have
him drummed out of public life. There may well be as
much anti-Semitism around today as there was forty

years ago, but it is not considered politic or good
manners to be openly anti-Semitic these days. In the
1930s anti-Semitism and racism were fairly
conventional community attitudes and very few people
bothered to hide their views. | do not suggest that many
Australians approved of Hitler's attempt to exterminate
Jews, but many probably agreed with his view of
Jewish characteristics.

To return to my defence mechanism. One ploy, as |
said, was the attempt to embarrass. Others | wpuld
ignore, particularly if | thought they were too stupid to
bother about and with others | would debate the
question. | suppose my first political skills were
developed in trying to prove people wrong about Jews.
Every now and then | would get angry and let them
have both barrels. In time as | matured, | learnt to live
with the problem but there is no doubt that it left its
mark, not all of it for the worse. There is no doubt that
having suffered from prejudice myself | was able to
comprehend the feelings of others who had suffered a
similar fate.

The same people who irrationally hate Jews almost
always have the same attitude towards people with a
different colour skin, nationality, religion or class. My
feelings about prejudice were easily translated into
opposition against other forms of prejudice. | became
involved in the early 1960s with the Aboriginal
movement and from there progressed into politics. Like
many of my co-religionists, | moved to the Left in
politics and finally in 1964, joined the Australian Labor
Party.

I was once asked the question by a prominent
Australian journalist who was doing a series of articles
on leading Australian Jews, “Was | glad | was born a
Jew?”” My answer was “‘Yes,”” mainly because | believe
it gave me an extra antenna, an extra sensitivity that no
one who has not suffered from prejudice and
persecution can have. It gave me a better
understanding of the way in which society functions
and a greater sympathy for the underdog and a
determination to make some small contribution towards
creating a better society. The first step in creating a
more equal society is to eliminate all manifestations of
prejudice.

An Overview of Australian Jewish Fiction Since World War Il

Part |

World War |l is an apt time from which to survey
contemporary Australian Jewish fiction. The reasons
are obvious. The War was, after all, a cataclysmic event
and howpver much we may deplore it for the carnage,
devastation and sheer wastage of human lives in the
arena of conflict and for the debasement of human
worth and human valyes everywhere, on another level
if a more parochial one, it did prove something of a
watershed In the social, cultural, religious and political
life of Au_strahgn Jewry. For as well as consolidating the
community in its concerted effort to muster support for
the victims of Persecution, the War resulted in a large
migration of European Jews to Australia — as it did to
the United States, South America, South Africa, etc —
the effects of which are still evident. Communal
organisation has become more sophisticated; the
community as a whole has become more settled and
affluent; and artistic activity — in the context of this
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paper, literary activity — has becor_ne progressively
more assured. Further, with the experience of the War
in the background and the trapsplantauon of a large
number of individuals to alien soil, there has taken place
an increased introspection and a pre-occupation among
many Jews, young and old, with their identity and
allegiances, whether it be that of a strong inextricable
Jewishness (as reflected in the works of the Yiddish
writers Goldhar and Bergner) or of_ cosmopolitanism (as
with David Martin), while others like Judah Waten and
Morris Lurie appear to have tried to straddle the gap
between them. .
Literature by Jews in Australia of course did not
begin in these peri-War years. After all, t.he_re had been
Jews before that watershed date who spllt ink on paper
to tell a story; Jews such as Isaiah Reginald Cohen as
far back as the 1870s, Benjamin Farjeon in a score of
books spread across the 1870s through to the 1890s

February/March 1983



Millie Finkelstein and Mrs. A. Blitz at the turn of the
century, Philip Masel in the 1930s, Nathan Spielvogel
for the greater part of his 82 years before his death in
1956, and a number of others. These writers fall outside
the scope of this paper. They antedate the period
discussed here and their pre-occupations and themes,
too, are totally different from the writers that followed.

The first work to beg attention is a bitter-sweet
little volume entitled ““The Smile of Herschale Handle”
by B. Newman Jubal, published in 1947. Whatever little
biographical information exists about him suggests that
at the time he was 46 years old; he had escaped to
Australia from Vienna some eight years before, and had
worked as a cook and factory-hand, although he had
been a trained theatre director in Vienna and, whilst in
Melbourne, had produced a few stage plays at the
Kadimah. He died in Sydney in 1961.

Now, what of Herschale Handle (or Herschale the
Hawker)? One student of Australian Jewish literature of
the period calls the work an apologia of the Jewish
people. It is more than that. The book consists of a
series of vignettes often told with irony, humour, self-
mockery. In it, there are madmen and artists and
prophets and revolutionaries; there are golems and
gabbays and heretics and thieves. And there are times
when, when the reader is addressed by Herschale
directly, one could be tempted to smile. But such a
smile would be the smile of Herschale Handle himself, a
smile that moves on lines which are usually the path of
tears. For the book is a protest, for all its humour; it is a
bitter work, its bitterness directed at the violence of the
world, at the wanton hounding and killing of innocents
— above all, his fellow-Jews — by armies of criminals
who are themselves ruled by madmen and fools and
whose very existence makes a mockery of all culture
and civilisation, of all the startling discoveries of mind,
and of all the goodness and beauty that is in the world.

His wish is that, as he says through one of his
characters, a poet:

“In the coming world there shall be no
interests. In the coming world there shall be
no sovereign states and no frontiers. The
world shall be a great and free one — sky,
earth and water. It shall belong to everybody.
All shall be equal. All shall have the same
opportunities. All shall have the same. Then
— there shall be no more war . . ."”
and he would teach that:

“no man can be freed from guilt for the tragic
fate innocently suffered by other men. This
must be made clear to the world. This must be
written in the school-books of our children,
this eleventh commandment.”’

It is a heartless world that Herschale Handle tells
about: it is full with death and greed and injustice, and
for the Jew only the promise of wandering and
liquidation, and yet . . . and yet, the narrator can be
moved to say, as in a mother’s letter to an unborn son:

““Whatever it looks like down there, life is still
worth living. This is not a fixed, unalterable
world. It changes and changes. You will not
be alone. Day by day there are many arrivals
like you. | believe in you and in all of you.”

Technically, “The Smile of Herschale Handle” is
not perfect. On many occasions, Newman Jubal
confronts the reader too squarely with special pleading,
with direct polemical and rhetorical outcry, and with
didactic intent. But it is to be remembered that the book
appeared in 1947, a mere two vyears after the
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termination of a war that had claimed millions of his
fellow Jews, among them his family, let alone yet more
uncountable millions of other nations. So if there is
bitterness under the guise of good temper, one would
have to be obtuse indeed to condemn him out of hand
for that.

Jubal stands as the first Jewish writer in Australia
writing in English to address himself to the Holocaust
and to some of the moral-philosophical issues that
emerge from it.

Australian Jewish writers, by and large, do not fall
into recognisable groupings or appear to form strong
literary friendships based on shared thematic and
stylistic concerns. There is in effect little cross-
fertilisation. The reason is simple enough. Unlike the
American scene, there are just not Jewish writers
around to be mentioned in the same breath when
comparative studies are embarked upon and, so often,
their origins and the influences acting upon them are so
widely different from each other in any case.

But there is an exception. Three writers who seem
to fall together are Pinchas Goldhar, Herz Bergner and
the younger Judah Waten. Several connections bind
them. They were contemporaries, intimately ac-
quainted. Their ages were not too widely disparate:
Goldhar was born in 1901, Bergner in 1907, Waten in
1911. All were migrants: Goldhar from Lodz, Bergner
from Galicia and Waten from Odessa, albeit still as a
young boy. Their politics were decidedly left-wing,
perhaps not so acceptable today, but understandable at
a time when Soviet Russia in the 30s and 40s was seen
as the sole bulwark against the spread of National
Socialism to the east where the majority of Jews lived.
Moreover, Judah Waten translated Bergner's
“Between Sky and Sea’” and other pieces from Yiddish;
he was on the editorial committee which published
Goldhar’'s posthumous ‘‘Gezam/te Shriften’””
(“Collected Writings”’) in 1949; and had himself been
encouraged by Goldhar to write his reminiscences of
childhood in fictional form, the fruit of which was
Waten's ““Alien Son”. And lastly, their literary style,
comparable to that of the group of pictorial artists with
whom they mingled — the younger Yos| Bergner, Noel
Counihan, and Vic O’Connor — was that of social
realism, or, as they preferred to call it, social humanism,
their themes dealing often with the trials faced by
Jewish migrants to Australia and with the under-
privileged in society, or the loners or the dispossesseq,
the neglected, and the outsider. Judah Waten was in
time to cast his thematic net more widely — to crime
and corruption, to politics and economic oppression —
but his best-regarded work is that dealing with im-
migrant life in Australia.

Pinchas Goldhar, in his work, was a thorough-
going pessimist. Born in Lodz, he had served his literary
apprenticeship and worked as a journalist there. He had
there also rubbed shoulders with the rising lights of
Yiddish literature of the time, and, following Markish,
Ravitch, and Uri Zvi Greenberg, had experimented with
various themes and styles.

Coming to Australia in 1928, he traded
companionship for loneliness, belonging for alienation,
the warmth of “der heym'’, of home, for the local hard-
edged terrain and the struggle for continuity and
survival. For nearly ten years after his arrival, he was, as
it were, struck dumb. He worked as a dyer and edited
the first weekly Yiddish paper in Melbourne, finally
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publishing his first story, ““Oif a Farm’’ (known as ‘‘The
Pioneer’’) as late as 1937. His pessimism is already
blatant here.

In the story, a young man, the embodiment of
faith, idealism and upbuilding, seeks, in a way that is
reminiscent of Tolstoy and A. D. Gordon, to sink roots
into rural soil, in this instance in the Australian
wilderness where those mentioned had sought to do
the same, respectively in Russia and Palestine. His
gentile neighbours regard him with astonishment, but
not they defeat him. Rather the Jews themselves
disappoint and reject him. City types, they return in
time to the city. Thus defeated in his purpose, he turns
back to the daughter of an Irish neighbour, she being
the one person who understands him and his purpose,
but whom he has earlier been prepared to renounce in
pursuit of his cause. And in the final tableau, Goldhar
writes:

“They stood hard against one another, their
shadows merging into the darkness."”

Darkness. This is what Goldhar saw when he
looked upon the Jewish reality in his adopted land. Yet,
for all that, he called for a display of obstinacy, of
standing firm, nowhere more potently than in his more
poignant story, ““The Last Minyan'’.

Here, a rabbi travels to a gold-mining town called
Wattlehill to lead a congregation. In due course,
the gold runs out, the Jews depart. Wattlehill remains
without a minyan. The rabbi hires a minyan, bringing
Jews from an old-age home nearby. The minyan falls
out on strike, demanding more pay. The rabbi is left as
good as alone in the empty abandoned prayer-hgll
refusing to leave his post, standing firm like the captain
of a sinking ship.

Melodramatic? — Maybe. But the point is made.
Hold on to your principles; cling even in the wilderness
to your Jewishness; refuse to break in the face of
hostility, indifference, desertion.

And there are other stories in which the same basic
blackness is depicted — in stories of deaths and
funerals in strange soil which represents the final logical
culmination of the many disappointments encountered
in this golden land; in stories of conflicts between ‘old
and new immigrants, between members of families,
between old age and youth.

Goldhar may have had a blind spot in his
perception of Australian Jewish society in his day.
There were, after all, Jewish institutions in existence,
particularly philanthropic ones; and Jewish newspapers
and journals were being published ; and there was a Y_id-
dish theatre group with a good standard and repertoire.
But what was probably irksome was the overall small
population of Melbourne, the relative absence of Yid-
dish readers or of a highly-creative Yiddish circle in a
community that was predominantly of Anglo-German
origin and not very receptive to East European im-
migrants from beyond the Oder River.

Goldhar died in 1947, aged 46. He did not live to
see the large influx of Jewish refugees into Aus.tralla
who were to enrich the Jewish community with a
plethora of new innovations and institutions. Seeing
this, would he have been more optimistic? An
impossible question to answer. We can only deal with
facts. And the facts that stand out are that Goldhar’s
were the first creative works in Yiddish to be published
in Australia; Goldhar was the first editor of a Yidd|§h
newspaper; the first Yiddish writer to be included in
Australian anthologies; the first to translate Australian
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writers into English to acquaint Jewish readers with the
native literature of their adopted country.

Goldhar is thus seen as the pioneer of the creative
Yiddish word in Australia.

Far more prolific was Herz Bergner, born in 1907
into a family of artists and writers. He was the brother
of Melech Rabitch and the uncle of Yosl Bergner. His
mother had herself written a luminous autobiographical
work of life in Eastern Europe at the turn of the century.

To the English reader, Bergner is best known for
his “Between Sky and Sea” (1947) and “Light and
Shadow” (1963), both translated from Yiddish. The
more interesting and, technically, the more
accomplished and dramatic is “Between Sky and Sea”’,
a potent story of wartime that graphically tells of a
shipload of Jews fleeing from Poland in the time of the
Hitler terror, only to be denied refuge in any port,
resulting in the death of all the fugitives when the ship
sinks in the mid-ocean.

Overall, through his three novels and five
collections of stories, Bergner presents a picture of
Jewish life in his generation, ranging from the vibrant
Jewish existence in his native Poland, through the
years of wartime calamity, to the migrant life of Jews in
the young Australian society. In the latter works, those
set in Australia, Bergner, like Goldhar, is prey to
pessimism. In these writings, “Light and Shadow’” -
"“The House of Jacob Isaacs”, ““Where the Truth Ljes’’
— he depicts a spiritually-impoverished and crippled
community; he tells of the loss of old values without
their replacement by any others worthy and enduring;
he demonstrates the playing-out of hopes an&
aspirations, the inevitable clashes and distancing
between the generations, and the nagging aching
pulsations of irrepressible nostalgia. More specifically
he deals, as every migrant must, with mixed marriages:
also with the tragedy of a Yiddish writer without ar;
audience, the indifference towards the Yiddish
language, and the disappointment stemming from the
awareness that the culture that he and his generation
wished to transpose on Australian soil would never find
adequate nurture here.

Regrettably, while “Between Sky and Sea’ is
artistically excellent, much of his other work is patchy in
quality. Some of the situations and resolutions are
forced, not infrequently they lapse into melodrama,
while an ambitious work such as “Light and Shadow’"
for all the cross-currents that are brought to play in this
story of three generations coming to terms with
themselves, with each other and with the unfamiliar
Australian milieu, remained sadly flat, superficial and
cliched.

All this notwithstanding, a strong argument could
be pressed for the translation of Bergner’s works, as of
the works of Goldhar, for whatever the reservations,
they are immensely valuable as documents of an age
that is receding and that is effectively captured through
the artistic endeavours of the writer.

To be continued

/so: ) )
$ft§:ai Kahn: “’Pinchas Goldhar, the Pioneer of the Jewish Creative
Word in Australia’’ (Melbourne Chronicle No.3(9), July 1977).
Hyam Brezniak: *’Pinchas Goldhar: the first Yiddish Writer in Australia,
— An assessment.” (Includes stories ““Drummond Street”” and
"Newcomers'') Sydney, Wentworth Press, 1968, 26p.
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Pinchas Goldhar
Derzeilungen fun Australie (Stories of Australia) Gezamlte Shriften
(Collected Writings)
Herz Bergner
A Shtot in Poiln
Dos Hoiz fun Jacob Isaacs

Licht und Shotn — translated as Light and Shadow

Dos Naje Hoiz

M’darf Sein a Mentsch

Shtibn und Gasn

Tsvishn Himl und Vasser — translated as Between Sky and Sea
Vo Der Emes Shtait Ain

YIDDISH WRITERS OF AUSTRALIA

MOSHE AJZENBUD

Moshe Ajzenbud is the youngest of the small group
of Yiddish writers in Melbourne, but he has attained to a
sizeable achievement.

Since his arrival in 1950, he has shown fine matura-
tion. He served his apprenticeship in the literary craft
the hard way, keen to fill the gap between his school-
days and his creative life caused by the intervening war.
In Australia, he learnt English, re-educated himself, and
sought after further knowledge.

My own contact with him began in April 1951
when Ajzenbud, then a young robust man with a crop
of black curly hair and a full face, called on me in the of-
fice of the “"Jewish Post’’, at the time located in Queen
Street. He had come directly from Bonegilla, the Com-
monwealth Immigration Centre, having secured work
as a skilled turner. He introduced himself in a perfect
Yiddish, a polished Yiddish that attested to his school-
ing, and impressed with his down-to-earth manner and
his readiness to cope with the-then-not-encouraging
realities.

His aim was to be a writer. He was persuasive. |
promised to print his pieces in the paper and advised
him how they were to be written.

From the very first contribuion, he showed definite
promise as a writer. From then on, he became a regular
contributor to the “Jewish Post’’. He has since then
become involved with the ‘’Kadimah’’ (at present occu-
pying the position of Honorary Secretary); he has
taught at the Sholom Aleichem Yiddish Sunday School
since 1958 and is now its Headmaster; he is Editor of
the ““Melbourne Bleter”’, the Yiddish counterpart of the
“Melbourne Chronicle””; he is a contributor to the
Bibliographical Dictionary of Modern Yiddish
Literature; and has now published several books of
prose.

These books are: “’Lived Behind Bars’’ (Buenos
Aires, 1956); “Jews of Nievizh’’ (Melbourne, 1965);
“’Lonely ina Crowd"’ (Melbourne 1970); and “’Dilemmas
of Youth” (Melbourne, 1973). He has also published a
study of Yehoshua Rapoport's works, entitled
""Yehoshua Rapoport’s Style’” (1967).

Ajzenbud, in his writings, has the ability to
separate the abstract from the actual, and to maintain
strict objectivity. He has a keen sense of the here and
now, is ever aware of the concerns and needs of the or-
dinary man and, where he writes of the local Australian
milieu, possesses a honed insight into the Australian
way of life. His feet, as the saying goes, are firmly
planted on the ground.

Moshe Ajzenbud is a native of Nievizh in

* Gedaliah Shaiak is author of “’Force and Defiance’’ published in 1982.
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by Gedaliah Shaiak *

Moshe Ajzenbud

Bielorussia, born there in 1920, and educated in one of
its secular schools, attending afterwards one of the
technical colleges in Minsk. Many of his characters he
draws from this milieu as well as from regions in deep
Russia where he spent five years as a deportee.

In his preface to his ‘“Jews of Nievizh”’, he
dedicates the book to the memory of his fellow
schoolmates murdered by the Nazis. These stories, he
writes, ‘‘were written to perpetuate for posterity those
destroyed villages and towns, those ghettos, the par-
tisans of the forests, those many illustrious people; for
who will remember the poor, barefoot, youngsters of
that small Bielorussian village, those little Litvaks?"’

Nievizh itself was an old village in Bielorussia, in
the vicinity of Minsk. In 1586, it became the property of
the Radziwill family, and, when, in 1793, Poland was
dismembered, the village became incorporated into
Czarist Russia. In 1919, it was returned to Poland, until
September 1939 when, in accord with the Berlin-
Moscow Pact of the previous month, it reverted to
Soviet Russia to be occupied by the Red Army.

In his stories, Ajzenbud clearly depicts the events
surrounding this occupation. These stories are crisp,
laced with humour and irony, and interspersed with
proverbs, metaphors, idiomatic Yiddish and Bielorus-
sian slang, giving a finely-integrated picture of events of
the time. He evokes particularly the disappointments of
the people, and the disillusionment of the radical
youngsters who had expected a better deal from thg
new regime. Their dream of freedom was shattered; it
evaporated into ether, as their world became
transformed as if overnight in ways painfully traumatic.

His later book, ‘Alone in a Crowd’’, turns to con-

February/March 1983 9




temporary life in Australia. In the stories included here,
Ajzenbud emerges as a more mature writer who has ab-
sorbed the Australian scene in its many dimensions.
Together with other sketches of his native home, these
stories are bold and yet deeply nostalgic. The style is
fluent and touched with fine simplicity.

His biographical sketches of ““home’’ indicate that
most of his colleagues had been Zionists. His own up-
bringing directed him towards the Bund, whose persua-
sions directed him to practical day-to-day concerns. It is
evident from his more recent publicistic writings that,
over the past three decades which he has lived in
Australia, he has moderated a numkber of his views, par-
ticularly in his outlook towards Israel. On a recent visit
there, he travelled widely and gained a more intimate in-
sight into its people and into its way of life. The ex-
perience moved him to write a short moving

psychological story about an Ulpan, a Sabra teacher
and one of her pupils, a new arrival unable to express
his thoughts and feelings in Hebrew.

In his work, Ajzenbud shows sharp insight into in-
justice and the torments of the spirit, writing of these
with an eye for detail and a compassionate pen. A
turning-point in his writing career, he says, came in
1948 when he read in the New York daily “’Der Tog’’ a
piece by the Yiddish poet H. Leivick telling of life of the
refugees in German D.P. camps in which he exposed
the corruption, incompetence and misrepresentations
of some of the camp leaders. This polemic was then an
eye-opener and turned the young Ajzenbud to creative
writing.

Harvesting much knowledge and confidence since
that time, Ajzenbud has become an eloquent disciple of
the creative pen.

ON TRANSLATING MY BOOKS

| am often asked: "Why do you write in Yiddish?"’
and | want to try to answer this question. My answer
will be in the Yiddish style, which means | will answer a
question with a question: Why shouldn’t | write in
Yiddish? Will | be able to express myself better in
Turkish, Chinese or Burmese? In Burmese how do you
say: Hak nisht kein tschainik. The literal translation of
whichis: ““Don’t beat the tea kettle.”’

If | wrote in English, | would have to be not a writer
but a translator, and a bad one to boot.

Some time ago a translator came to me all
confused and perspired. “What is the matter with
you?”’ | asked, and he said: “’How do you translate from
Yiddish, a waycher mentsch diment which means, a
man as soft as a diamond? In all languages a diamond is
a symbol of hardness but in Yiddish a diamond is soft.
Should | translate: soft like a diamond? Or soft like a
Jewish diamond?’’ He seemed to be in utter despair.

Those who count words assure me that English is
the richest tongue in the world. The Webster
dictionary, like the Sunday Times, becomes fatter from
year to year. But | am convinced that the richest
language is Yiddish.

Take such words as: ““A poor man’’. How many
expressions are there in English for poor? You can say:
“a poor man, a pauper, a beggar, a mendicant, a
panhandler,” and this exhausts all that can be said
about it. But in Yiddish you can say: "’A poor shlemiel,
a begging shlimazel, a pauper with dimples, a schnorrer
multiplied by eight, a schlepper by the grace of God, an
alms collector with a mission, a perpetual needer, a
delegate from the Holy Land, a messenger from a
Yeshiva, a miracle worker without a following, a Rabbi
without a congregation, a poorhouse resident, a
hungerman, a flying wanderer, a warden for his own
needs, a squire with a hole, a barefoot count, an owner
of a cabbage head, a bag carrier, a house-to-house
visitor, dressed in seven coats of poverty, a crumb-
catcher, a bone picker, a plate licker, a daily observer of
the Yom Kippur fast”” and more and more.

* Reprinted from ““The World of Translation’’ (1971) with permission
from PEN American Center, 47 Fifth Avenue, New York, 10010.
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This does not complete the list. When you say of a
person that he is a second Rothschild or a second
Rockefeller and you wink, everyone will understand
that he cannot make a living.

You can say about a poor man that he is broke,
sunk, chews dirt, keeps his teeth in his purse, penny
pants, walks about with his tongue sticking out, is a
pauper with a certificate — and everyone will know that
he is constantly dreaming about rice pudding and
chicken soup.

In some towns in Poland when they want to say
that a man is poor they say: ‘’He is as naked as a Turk.’’
Why a Turk is more naked than others | don’t know.
But it is the same as saying: ‘’He suffers like a saint on
earth, like the wicked in heaven, he earns the water, not
the groats, or that for him the whole year is one long
Passover — no bread.”’

The writers’ club in Warsaw used to be frequented
by a poet who was a hippie fifty years before hippiedom
and when he wanted to speak about a fellow poet in
bad financial straits said: ‘“We should both have the
money he is missing toward five guldens.”” How could
one translate all this into English?

To be serious, | happen to be one of those rare
writers who works with my translators and I'd like to
share my experiences with you.

Number 1) There isn’t such a thing as a good
translator. The best transla_tors make the worst
mistakes. | used to fight with my translators and
whatever fault the reviewers fognd in my works, |
blamed on the translators. But since | began to tagke
part in the translations, | developed a great compassion
for the translator. However, no matter how much | love
them, all translators must be closely watched. If not,
they are liable of making the most fantastic errors. |
know of a man who translated a pook fr_om Engllsf} into
Hebrew. When he came to a line which read: ““She
cried like a woman in labor,” he had a problem. He
knew what a woman is, what labor is, but somehow it
did not occur to him that a woman in labor is a woman
who gives birth, and since labor was associated in his
mind with the labor movement, he translated it: “’She
cried like a woman in the Histadruth.”
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Number 2) A translation, like a woman, can be true
and faithful and still miserable. What makes sense in
one language may be utter nonsense in another. Some
languages, like Yiddish, can take a lot of
overstatements: mild exaggerations, terrible curses,
nauseating blessings. Others, like English or French
must be precise, logical, lean. What is a joke in one
language can be sheer idiocy in another. What is
dramatic in Russian is melodramatic in Swedish. Poetry
and humor are almost untranslatable. The translator
must be a great editor, a psychologist, a judge of
human taste; if not, his translation will be a nightmare.
But why should a man with such rare qualities become
a translator? Why shouldn’t he be a writer himself, or be
engaged in a business where diligent work and high
intelligence is well paid? A good translator must be both
a sage and a fool. And where do you get such strange
combinations?

Number 3) Translation can succeed best where the
translator works with the author, or vice versa. At a
lecture | was once asked: ‘“What would you do if you
were to meet God face-to-face?’’ And my answer was:
“l would ask him to collaborate with me on some
translations.”” | would not trust him to do it himself. |
sometimes suspect that the Universe is nothing but a
bad translation from God’'s original and this is the
reason that everything here is topsy-turvy. My cabalist
theory is that the Almighty trusted Satan to translate
His Creation and it was published before He could
correct it. | am not going to make the same blunder. |
check my translators constantly — | mean those who
translate me into English or Hebrew. What happens to
me in ltalian, Portuguese or Finnish | will never know.

Number 4) Not only is collaborating with the
translator good for the translation, it also helps in
editing the original. My translators are my best critics. |
can recognize by their expressions when they don’t like
a story of mine or any part of it. Also translation
undresses a literary work, shows it in its true
nakedness. An author can fool himself in his own
language, but many of his shortcomings become clear
to him in another language. Translation tells the bitter
truth. Unveils all masks. Nothing can prove the
‘greatness of the Bible more than the fact that it has
been translated into thousands of languages and it can
be enjoyed in all of them. So great is the Bible that even
a bad translation cannot damage it. The Ten
Commandments cannot be misrepresented in
translation because they are so simple, so clear and so
eternally true. Many a writer should learn from the Bible
what to do to assure his immortality. Writers about
whom it is said that they cannot be translated at all
because they play so much with language and are so
ambiguous and obscure, do not deserve to be
translated. My colleagues, it is my advice to you to
avoid such works as you would the pestilence. A pun is
clever in only one language and thousands of puns
together are boring in any language. To our shame this
century has produced countless writers whose works
are nothing but puns and puzzles. Some critics and
commentators consider this kind of stuff the most
profound because it gives them a chance to write long
guides and commentaries. Actually, neither the guides
nor the commentaries can help the reader much.

By the way, Biblical scholars have been wondering
why there are no jokes in the Bible. Many essays were
written on it. One scholar thought he found half a joke
in the Bible but he wasn’t even certain that it was really
a joke. Does this mean that God or the Prophets had no
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sense of humor? My own explanation is that God
wanted the Bible to be understood in all languages and
He knew that jokes would impede the translation. To
translate a joke, a writer has to be a humorist himself.
This is the reason why Gogol, Pushkin and Sholem
Aleichem lose so much in translation. This is also the
reason why it is so difficult to translate from Yiddish.
Yiddish is a language with a built-in humor. Where in
other languages are there words that do justice to such
a situation?

Number 5) Since the nations did not acept
Esperanto and since we are living in an epoch where old
and half-forgotten languages are being resuscitated,
translation is more relevant and necessary today than at
any other time. No creation in one language can fill the
cultural needs of a people. In literature, in science, in
every field of human endeavour we are in need of
translations and | sometimes think that in many cases
the translator is more important than the original writer.
Looking down on translators can be compared to
looking down on women. We cannot do without them.
The one who said that a translator is a traitor must have
subconsciously compared the translator to a female.
Translation must become not only an honorable

. profession, but an art. While | don’t like bloody

revolutions, | would love to see a translator’s
revolution. Translators are the ones who really should
be liberated. In all of literature they have been the
pariahs, suffering the scorn of the critics and seldom
hearing a good word. When the book was good, the
author got all the credit and when the book was bad,
they blamed the translator. Let this conference be the
beginning of a rebellion, where ink instead of blood will
be shed.

Many a prophet has prophesised that radio, movies
and television would make language less important.
Instead literature of every kind is becoming more
important from day to day. There is a real explosion of
publishers, writers, journalists. More typewriters are
produced each year. Even the computers do a lot of
writing. The less physical work people will do, the more
they will write. There are entire buildings and even
entire streets where the only sounds heard are the
tapping of typewriter keys. We all know the expression:
“In the beginning there was the Logos,”’ but it seems
that the Logos will even play a bigger part at the end.
Allow me to quote a saying of one of my heroes: “‘Man
will end up by eating words, drinking words, marrying
words, getting drunk on words.”’ The very essence of
hypnotism is language, and since every language
contains unique truths not to be found in any other
language, translation is the very spirit of civilization. In
my younger days | used to dream about a harem full of
women, lately I'm dreaming of a harem full of
translators. If those translators could be women In
addition, this would be Paradise on earth.
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THE PARKING FINE

It all started harmlessly enough. | received a park-
ing fine. | left the car where | should not have. It is not
worth going into. Suffice to say, | am terribly sorry.

| returned to the car to find a pink slip on the win-
dow. The news was bleak. For my trouble, | owe the
city council $20.

| managed to stay reasonably calm, though | could
suddenly see many cars that were eligible for pink slips
but had escaped this ignominy. | wanted to rip my
ticket up into many pieces in order to share out the
burden equally. | did not. At this early stage in pro-
ceedings, | was keeping admirably calm.

| put the ticket in my pocket and forgot about it for
a few days at least. | had enough on my mind without

having to make room for a bugbear like the parking
ticket.

Though | did consciously forget about it, it was
behind my doing something very unusual over the next
few days. Many outings in my car would start pur-
posefully yet end with my driving quite aimlessly in the
vicinity of the building where parking fines are paid.
One time, | drove around the block where the building is
located so many times, | began to feel terribly dizzy. |
pulled over, got out of the car, went for a little stroll,
returned, and found another pink slip on the window.
Anothe( $20 flne;! At that moment, | knew | was harbor-
ing terrible anxiety over the first ticket. Indeed, that
anxiety was instantly compounded by this second in-
stalment in what was to become a mighty war. | looked
cgreftlnlly at this second slip. It read: ""Parking next to
Fines’ Payment Office: $20.” My blood was really
beginning to heat up.

Where are YOu meant to park your car when you

come to pay a fine?’’ | demanded of the fir
4 ? st clerk |
came across in the building.

“Upstairs,”’ he replied without looking up.

""Are you making fun of me?”’ | inqui i
’ ; y me?”’ | inquired malicious-
ly. “If you're making fun of me, I'll really give it to you."’

“Upstairs,” he said n i :
' , Now glari
to suggest that he hag glaring at me in a way as

> ’ quickly come to despise me.
Upstairs! What are you Staringyat?" espis
withlpggmgecjt tnat it Was no use trying to talk sense
ple at the Fines’ Payment Office. | just wanted
to pay and clear out, )

| went upstairs.

A sign proclaimed —

: APl = "
line; inevitably. | ook - ines Here'’. There was a

Y place and waited. At this

f up to talki ;
silence. Such a waste, | though‘??g'mvy\//seeliatvxizgetﬁg
people united, We could overthrow thiina bﬁreaucratic
despots. They thrive on causing anxiety and division
to ;he ordinary person. The Bastille of our times is the
office where you come to Pay parking fines. One day it
12
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will be burnt to the ground. A united people will have
barbeques and bake potatoes in its glowing embers!

“Next!”’

That was me. | approached the counter calmly, not
wanting to give the clerk the satisfaction of seeing me
as another pawn in his game. | produced the pink slips
and $40. It occurred to me, that if | was in any way
motivated by good sense, | would refuse to pay. What
do they care where | park my car? Did | hurt them?
Bastards!

“We only receive single fines,”” said the clerk.
"Upstairs.”

“Up what?’ | felt | was beginning to lose my
carefully nurtured cool.

"“Upstairs,”” he repeated. ‘‘There are stairs down
the passageway.”

| took a few deep breaths.

““Next,”” he called.

“I'll pay the fines separately,”’ | said.

“Next!"” he demanded.

| was pushed out of the way by the next person in
the queue. | paused for a moment, then realised that |
should not let something as insignificant as this tax my
nerves so. | decided to go upstairs, finish the business
promptly, then forget about it forever.

On my way up the stairs, | began to get quite
breezy. The humor of what was happening to me
became altogether apparent. The clerks probably spend
their lunch hour recounting how much they managed to
antagonize the people who came in to pay their fines. It
is their way of getting back at the world. Getting back
at the milkman for delivering one bottle instead of two.
And the kids for being grouchy and not wanting to go
to school. And the wife for burning the toast. Good luck
to them. | began to feel jealous. It must be very satisfy-
ing to push people around some of the time.

| joined the queue on the second floor, under a
banner that read: ““Multiple Fines’. | was sniggering to
myself and not letting a thing get me down. People
around looked at me like | was set to dive into the deep
end. | did not care. | was feeling fine and wanted to
show it.

My turn arrived. | approached the counter with a
swagger.

"Hey there Charlie,”” | said, with a cheeky grin.

The clerk did not speak, simply snatching the pink
slips and studying them.

"Identification,” he said.

"Identification of what?"’ | asked, leaning comfor-
tably across the counter.

“ldentification,’”” he ordered.

“OK,"” | answered, ““Don’t lose your trousers.’’ |

palmed him back and began looking through my wallet.
| produced my driver's licence.

""What's that?"”
“What do you think it is?"’
"I want something with a photo."’

“What for?"" | protested, feeling my good humor
rapidly quitting my system.

"Have you got something with a photo or not?”’
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| looked through my wallet frantically. | did not
happen to have anything with a photo and confessed
that.

*’Come back when you have,”” the clerk replied.

“"Here’s the $40."" | produced the cash.

I am not permitted to receive payment for a fine
without proper identification from the payee.”

| was seething.

‘Bastard!"’ | yelled. “You've got nothing better to
do than waste my time."’

"“Next,” he called.

"“You hear me?’’ | said angrily. ‘Y our mother didn’t
marry your father.”

"Sir,”" said the clerk curtly. “You're in a public
place.”

| must pay the fine if only to conquer that fascist. |
will get identification with a photo and rub his little pink
nose in it!

| rushed home, and rifled through my drawers,
finally finding my passport. | took the bus back to the
office, thinking that | was certain to get another ticket if
| drove.

| dashed up the stairs, fully expecting to find the
clerk out for the rest of the day. | decided that if he was,
| would sit and wait till he returned. | know how to play
tough.

He happened to be there. Alone. There was no
queue. | marched proudly to the window and dumped
my passport and pink slips before him.

He took my bits and pieces in hand. “You'll
understand,’’ he said, ‘“that this is the rule. We nave to
follow it. No identification without photographs.”

| did not change the expression on my face. | frank-
ly did not care for any of this Mr. Friendly routine.

““You're lucky it's so empty here,”’ he said. “Usual-
ly at this time it's packed. You have to wait for ages.””

| want to pay my fines,”’ | said smartly.

“Certainly,”” answered the clerk leering at me.

He carefully looked at everything | had handed
him, and then said, “/$60"’.

“"What?"’

"$60."

"The tickets say twenty a piece. There's two
tickets."”

’60% tax for non-rate payers.”’

| fumed for a moment before speaking, and then
measured my words carefully. ‘| pay rates.’’

“Proof.”
) “I'm telling you | pay rates. If you want to call me a
liar then come around here and I'll knock your fat little
block off."”

“Proof.”

I don’t have proof with me. | am not a walking fil-
ing cabinet.”’

“Then pay the $60,”" he said, ringing up that sum
on the cash register.

| hissed at him, and rushed home again. A short
search yielded a receipt for rates. | began to set off on
the return journey, when a stroke of genius stopped me
in my tracks. | went back to the drawer where | keep all
my important documents, scooped up a handful, and
made off for the office, sure, this time, that the clerk
would be out for lunch by the time | got back. | would
not be deterred if he was out for lunch. | would sit in
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front of his window and beat time till he finished his
sandwiches and tea.

| ran up to the second floor.

“I've been waiting here for you to come back,"”
said the clerk, falling back on Mr. Friendly. “‘I should
have closed up by now. You see, we're here to help
you."

"’Look,” | said breathlessly, *’| pay rates.”’

He inspected the receipt, looked up at me,
hesitated, then spoke.

““You're obviously determined to do the right
thing. | appreciate that.”

"“What is it now?"’ | demanded.

““Well, do you have the title deed to your property?
| have to be sure that the rates were paid by you on pro-
perty that you own."”’

| flicked through my documents. Incredibly
enough, | brought the title deed to my house. |
presented it to him excitedly.

“Good,”” he said, a hint of disappointment in his
eye.

He studied it, then said, ‘“Just some other iden-
tification that you pay money to the city?"’

"My water bill,” | cried, holding this receipt up
triumphantly.

"’You do have your driver’s licence?’’

"I showed it to you."”"

“Would you mind showing it to me again.”’ | could
hear his voice brightening.

| poured through my wallet, praying that | had not
mislaid my licence on the way.

“Here itis,”” | said.

"’Good,"”" he answered defeatedly.

There followed a pause while he seemed to think
things through.

A witness?’’ he asked suddenly.

“For what?"’

~ ""We can't receive your fine unless you have a
witness.”’

“"Wait,”" | said, and went out into the street. | stop-
ped anyone, slipped him $10, and dragged him up to
the clerk.

“Good,"” said the clerk, meaning bad. “I'm glad
you’ve found a witness."’

| patted the bewildered man-in-the-street on the
back, and sent him on his way.

""Here’s the $40,"" | announced proudly.

““Wait,"”" replied the clerk, now looking very troubl-
ed. He took the pink slips and all my important
documents, and retired to another room.

The clerk stamped the documents.

He returned after a few minutes, wearing a j@de’c,i
look. He handed everything back, and said, “Upstairs.

“"What!"" | cried.

“"Upstairs!”’

“What for?’’ | asked. “There’s everything here but
my death certificate.”

He did not respond.

| felt wild. | would have strangled the clerk if my

hands were not full of documents. At least, | managed
to stare menacingly at him.

| was absolutely determined not to give up. | turn-
ed and rushed to the staircase, only to be met by a sign
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at the foot of the stairs. It read: ‘’Third Floor Closed For
Lunch.”

| returned to the clerk, whimpering.

‘’Here’s your $40,”’ | announced.

| can't receive it,”” he said, trying not to look me in
the eye. ’You must go upstairs.”’

“Take it please.”

I can’t,” he answered, looking up and revealing a
sense of despair.

From one friend to another.”’

’Upstairs, please.’”

‘’But upstairs is closed for lunch.”

“I've done as much for you as | can. He looked at
his watch, and packed up everything around him quick-
ly.

“Take my money."’

““Wiait till after lunch,”” he advised as he was scuttl-
ing off, “then go upstairs. | can’t say anymore.’’

| was left alone in the corridor of the second floor. |
tried to conceive of what might lie ahead. | may have
broken some important law. Perhaps there was news of
something good. A lot of money at the very least. They
may need my advice on some big city council issue. |
built up quite a store of thoughts over lunchtime.
Enough to approach the stairs with some trepidation
when the sign was finally removed from the foot of the
stairs.

| walked up slowly but determinedly. There were
no windows on the third floor. Only a corridor and a lot
of uninviting doors. | knocked on one timidly. ’

“Enter.”’

I entered and was met with a deathly stare.
““Yes,'’ said the stare’s voice.

*’I was told to come up here."”

’Parking fine?"’

| nodded.

Do you have all the documents?’’

I nodded and handed everything to the clerk who
owned the stare and the voice.

. He looked me up and down, then glanced at the
pile of paper | had handed him. He again looked up,

studied me carefully, and said, “Wait.”’ He retired to
another room.

Alone in the office, all of my lunchtime thoughts
suddenly seemed redundant. | realised that it was
beyond me to conceive of what could be going on.

The clerk returned, handed everything back, sat,
clasped his hands, and stared without saying a word.

“Well?"’ | asked.

"“Upstairs,” he said, sighing.

"They told me to come up here,”’ | insisted.

"“If you don’t mind, upstairs.’’

~ "I don't want to go upstairs,” | said, feeling
frightened. | did not know what lay ahead of me on the
fourth floor. | just wanted to pay the fine and be out of
this building.

“You'll have to go upstairs,’’ answered the clerk.

My blood temperature hit boiling point. | suddenly
felt absolutely determined to confront the peril ahead. |
charged from the room toward the stairs. Up the stairs.
Into a corridor similar to the one below. Knocked on

any door. And burst straight in without waiting for an
answer.

14 Melbourne Chronicle

I have a parking fine,”’ | cried. *’l want to pay it.”

“Wait,”” said the clerk, snatching all my
documents.

"What for?’’
He did not reply.

““Why doesn’t anyone tell me what's happening?’’ |
demanded.

He exited without a word.

Alone again; only this time | paced around like a
wild cat.
The clerk returned.

| was set to pluck out his eyeballs should he at-
tempt to send me up any more stairs.

He looked at me gravely. ‘‘Room nine.’’

| wanted to at least spit at him, but found my body
being drawn to Room nine as if being swept along by a
flowing river.

At Room nine, | pushed the door open without
knocking. | fell through into what appeared instantly to
be a plush hall, then paused to gather myself. The walls
around were covered in black velvet. The carpet,
axminster red. In the distance, a little man sat at a
magnificent antique desk. He was looking at some
papers, and appeared not to notice me.

| approached the desk slowly. Within a few metres
of it, | stopped and cleared my throat.

“Excuse me,”’ | said.

“Yes,” he replied, looking up at me for the first
time.

| could not bring myself to utter another word, and
simply placed the pink slips and my documents before
him.

He studied them, looked at me, flicked through
them again, then made some calls on an intercom. He
requested that certain people come to his office im-
mediately.

| simply stood to attention as the grand office
began filing up with distinguished-looking people.
These people acknowledged the man before me in an
obsequious manner. He did not bother to respond,
preferring to get on with the work before him.

The eyes of these distinguished looking people
soon fell almost entirely on me.

After a time, the man at the desk looked up from
his work, and said, "I can see everybody is here."’

There was silence.

The man stood, approached me, and put out his
hand. ““That'll be $40.”"

| produced the cash. People began applauding. A
camera flash blinded me momentarily. | smiled. The
man put his arm around me. Then the others came for-
ward to congratulate me. | had finally been allowed to
pay up.
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SIGHTS TO BE SEEN

Thoughts become automatic, fagged by the
airlessness of the tropical heat that clings like a plastic
wrap. My eyes drift from face to face and retreat. From
nowhere, a tap on my shoulder, a cry, “Gerald!"’

Aroused, | look at the intruder, stammer, “The
name’s Jack, Jack Schloss."”

But already he has passed me, his words ever
dwindling, becoming more distant: ‘‘Sorry, mate.
Thought you were someone. . . . . "

Another wrong number; cut off and lost in the cur-
rent of multiple Warhol originals, lost too in the
psychedelic ugliness of hot vibrant pinks, of clashing
reds, bulging yellows and fluorescent greens, all danc-
ing before me like iridescent flashing lights. A seasonal
ritual this, premiering the “‘in’’ fashion colours and cuts
worn by the young and the beautiful, the old and the
not-so-beautiful. Australia’s noblesse posing, bronzed,
secure and swelling in their very own golden stretch of
high-rise Riviera-like opulence, where | am out of place,
too different to be cared about, watching but scarcely
seen, scarcely there. | may as well not be there.

| sit under a Bisleri beach umbrella, the senses par-
ched, the body thirsty, its every saving movement an
effort to shake off the day’s draining torpor. An expres-
sionless waitress in batik sarong and chignoned hair
swings towards my garden table. She licks a finger,
leafs over a page of her order-book and sets herself over
me to take my order.

“Do you have lemon granitas?’’ | ask, attempting
levity.

“They’re ninety cents. You pay first.”’

Briskly, she clears away two soda glasses, empty
except for their glace cherries at the bottom, carelessly
sponges the table and, closing her palm about my nine-
ty cents, leaves.

| wait; watch; see; before me a parade of hard-
drinking weekenders down from the city file past, each
with his Esky and striped Dickie towel in hand, setting
their sights on a fair square foot of sun, surf and sand.
A group of teenagers just out from school meet for a
four o’clock ‘““rave and cappucino’’. One girl from the
group comes over, smiles fresh spearmint Macleans
and asks ever-so-sweetly, will | be using the empty
chairs? | would like to say ‘‘Only if you'd join me’’, but |
shake my head instead, and trace her every movement
as, plmbly, she removes two chairs with the steady.
helping hand of her tanned and muscular boyfriend.
“Thank you'’, they smile, Venus and Adonis wreathed
in Kodak conventionality. Just then, my granita arrives
and, alone, | quench my thirst, listening to their chatter:

Let’s go water-skiing tomorrow. . . .”

“We can follow that up with a party at my
place. . . ."”

“Goodidea . . . ."”

“’Tell the rest of the gang. Everyone’s invited.”

To listen is to hurt. Life can be so remote. | down
the rest of my granita, rise, not really knowing where to
go. Expecting nothing in this resort, | set out for a stroll
about the little town that thinks itself big; the little town
with all the concentrated trappings of a fast hard con-
sumer city; heavy investment; prestigious labels;
sophisticated chic, in emulation of anything French.
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And the pictures — glossy, happy, sunny, gleaming at
you to SMILE; and the display-windows designed to
tempt you, just you and yours, and all the more so if
yours are imported tastes; and souvenirs at every turn,
the crowd ever-obliging in their pursuit of them. Of
such things are memories made — of Made-in-Taiwan
pineapple paperweights, ‘“Welcome to the Big Pine-
apple’” T-shirts, and jugs and mugs and bumper-
stickers /I've been to the Sunshine State’’ and ‘Yeh,
I've been everywhere, man’’, and postcards, racks and
racks of them, scanned by parents whose youngsters
whinge “’I'm hungry, Mummy'’, “’Buy me something,
Dad’’, while above, from the ceiling, an old-fashioned
fan rotates, bringing no relief from the clammy humidity
of the store. Hands and shoulders push on every side,
without apologies. And they are there before me, too,
those cards: voluptuous full-breasted sun-streaked
blondes, promising all with a wink of an eye and a pose
as inviting as sin. Mechanically, | buy a half-dozen of
them. How the guys in the office in their grey-suited
souls would lap them up, feed their voyeurism as,
greedily, they would ogle at these beauties pinned on
their locker doors.

At a table on the footpath, | sign them all.
Mischievously. Smugly.

"'Greetings, fellow inmates!
Love

Jack and the Girls.
P.S. Merrv Xmas, Happy Chanukah."

At the post-office, | mail them, drop them through

the slot one by one, muttering with contempt, ‘‘Arbeit
macht frei.”’

The afternoon shadows extend the tall apartment
blocks, flooding with greyness anything and everything
that otherwise vaguely resembles a natural landmark.
Zooming craning flying Futurists hammer me into a diz-
zying enclosure of office-boy despair. My junior corner
behind the Board Room vivifies itself; small and uncom-
fortable. Days, years, stretch before me, when there is
no time to be myself, to begin to know myself. No place
for the wage-slave to move ahead. Only conditioned
roles and career ethics. Conformity is inescapable, the
worker must be impounded, like it or not. | know that
these congealing images ought not be mine. If only
they were not and this were truly Eden: a dreamer’s
paradise unlimited. Am | but a prisoner of the day, too
lame and shallow to discover the yet-undiscovered?

Nearby, a fire-alarm screams out. People stop a
moment, as on Remembrance Day. Contemplative
anxiety slaps its mark on their good-life faces. Conver-
sations tentatively stop. Turning, they see no fires and
resume their leisurely step once more. The whole place
is a fire trap.

| too walk on. My plastic thongs sandpaper their
way along the Esplanade — that promenade of pro-
menades, or so they say. Shrivelled prunes in coconut
oil do their catwalk stroll. Birdwatchers turn away. |
walk on aimlessly, speak to no-one, and decide not to
STD home tonight. | have nothing to say.

" Jewellery for your girl?"’ calls a side-walk vendor.
I shrug a shoulder, wave a wrist at him. A Mr Gelati
truck tinkles its Pied Piper tune along the roadway. A
song-man sings Dylan’s ‘‘Hard rains gonna fall’" over
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and over; a child of the sixties’, he still strums his guitar,
his eyes closed, concentrating on a timeless vision,
hoping someone will hear him. | have heard him before.
“’Don’t miss the show!”’, the night-club advertisers hail
in travelling circus tradition, ““Don’t miss the show!’’
And, beguiled, | have been drawn to the show. |
wonder that the Hare Krishna tambourine is not heard
among this free-for-all cacophony. Oblivious to this
symphony of sounds, Rolls-Royce executives in Ber-
mudas pass by, talking of unearned profits and soaring
land values. A withering couple, their visage spectral,
their skin faded, share a single parasol as they silently
pace out their retirement days together; together a con-
solation to each other, a hand to hold, an assurance
that many days are still to be enjoyed. To be enjoyed by
all. Days to do and see and grow, following the winding

often bumpy sugared trail of hope. The day is not yet
over, the future shall always be.

Widening smiles of New Year greetings, bursting
through, thrilling the skies into a Fauvist blaze of colour
exploding into higher colour are still to bloom and
astonish. The imagination is fired to go, to ride the
waves, to sing and dance in the lanterned swinging
streets. Joining in the cheer of the Mardi Gras, the
crowd arm-in-arm, hip-to-hip, steer through the
darkness, their heads spangled by the stars, their eyes
seeking out the New Year Princess who blows a
tinkerbell trail of kisses and whispers: ““The year is
yours . . . .The year is yours . .. .The year is
yours."”

JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA

JOSEPH EDELMAN —

Arriving in Australia in June 1979 with his wife and
sixteen-year-old daughter, Helen, Joseph Edelman left
behind him a life of traumatic and difficult experiences.
Very soon, he was able to establish himself here as an
artist of repute.

Joseph Edelman was born and raised in the
Ukraine, USSR, where, already as a child, he showed a
great talent and desire to paint.

In Kiev, he attended the Art College and
subsequently studied at the Institute of Fine Art in Lvov
under teachers from London, Paris, Rome and
Warsaw, there diversifying his skills into mosaics,
murals and stained-glass design.

In 1958, he became Professor of Art at the Minsk
College of Fine Art, continuing his work also in
portraiture, landscapes, stained glass and mosaic in his
spare time. His work was later exhibited in a number of
public buildings in Minsk, among them museums and
clubs. Three of his paintings were purchased by the
National Museum of Byelorussia.

In Russia, his work was rigidly controlled by
government officials who considerably restricted his
activities. That notwithstanding, he still managed to
exhibit in Moscow and Germany. In 1964, he became a
member of the Union of Artists of the Soviet Union.

However, when he left Russia, difficulties were set
before him to the extent that he had to pay a very high
export duty on his own paintings.

The paintings to which Joseph Edelman has until
now been attached reflect a mood of bygone days in
Russia, and recall a world he has left with mixed
feelings. His new paintings, executed in Australia,
indicate the strength of the bright Australian landscape
in contrast to the brooding tones of his Russian terrain.

In Australia, he became in time a member of the
Bezalel Fellowship of Arts, an association of artists and
art lovers who devote their talents towards the raising
of funds for art scholarships in Israel. His first exhibition
in Melbourne was in a private home, where most of his
paintings were sold.

He is currently teaching at the Melbourne School
of Art in portraiture and still life as well as at the
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Russian artist and teacher

by Albert Krantz

Chisholm
Technology.

Among many commissions, he is at present
engaged on the stained-glass windows for the Elwood
Talmud Torah Synagogue, originally designed and
painted by fellow-artist Adela Shaw.

The Edelmans — Joseph, wife Eda and daughter

(formerly the Caulfield) Institute of

Helen — have found a niche in the Melbourne
community. The wish is extended to them that they
may find fulfilment in Australia and that they be re-
united with other family — particularly another
daughter and grandchildren — left behind in Russia.

February/March 1983



Claire Sterling's “TERROR NETWORK". pubiished by Wiedenfeld and Nicholson ($24.95

Terrorism poses no danger to Australia, a
Psychology graduate from Sydney University told Alan
Atwood, ‘Age’ journalist and former ‘Farrago’ staffer.
What a relief! Imagine the stupidity of the Australian
State apparatus in spending nearly $20 million on anti-
terrorist measures for the CHOGM conference when
‘Age’ journalists and Arts graduates are not worried.

Not all of us lack historical memory. Ever since the
PLO Station Chief in Somalia visited Australia in 1975
(with a false-bottom attache case fitted for a sub-
machine gun) this country has seen something of the
internationally co-ordinated terror network.

Claire Sterling’s ““Terror Network’’ is no literary
tour de force. It is, in fact, sometimes wrong and is
often repetitious. It is, however, invaluable for anyone
seriously interested in comprehending the plague of in-
ternational terrorism co-ordinated by the Soviet KGB
through its principal agents, the PLO and Cuba. When
Adnan Jaaber, a recent PLO killer, confessed that he
was trained in terrorist techniques at KGB camps in
Odessa, Baku and Simerterpol, he was only the latest
confirmation of the PLO’s cosy Soviet connection.

Sterling’s comprehensive analysis explains the
Soviet role: “This is no conspiracy . . . in effect the
Soviet Union had simply laid a loaded gun on the table,
leaving the others to get on with it. And from Turkey to
Nicaragua, the Palestinian terrorists have taught them
their grisly art.

Soviet manipulation of PLO terrorism helps
neutralise pro-Western regimes. Sterling, for instance,
shows how PFLP-trained Turkish terrorists were but-
chering judges, officers, journalists and politicians at
the rate of one every three hours in 1978. NATO's
southern flank nearly collapsed in a mire of internicene
terrorism — Leila Khaled boasted ‘‘the PFLP was sen-
ding instructors to Turkey in order to train Turkish
youth in urban guerrilla fighting, kidnappings, plane hi-
jackings and other matters . . . it is more difficult than
in the past for Turks to go and train in PFLP camps
abroad”’.

Nicaragua’s ‘‘revolution’””, having banned the
press, sacked democratic elements in the ruling junta,
and having banned the Catholic Human Rights
organisation, has shown its true colours — marking the
first successful Soviet Cuban penetration of Central
America. Comradely PLO assistance to the totalitarian
Sandanistas goes back to the 1972 Leila Khaled hijack
of El Al, when Sandanista Patricio Angello was killed by
IDF soldiers. A puzzled ‘Jerusalem Post’ recently
headlined “Strange Alliance,”’ and dealt with the PLO's
training of Central and South American revolutionaries.
Research Director on Terrorism for the Rand Corpora-
tion, Brian Jenkins, confirmed this in a critical review of
Claire Sterling’s ““Terror Network’’. In the left-liberal
“Guardian’”’ he says: ‘“The Palestinians who have
received Soviet training along with Arab financing have
in turn provided training, weapons, asylum or other
forms of assistance to terrorist groups in Western
Europe — lItaly’s Red Brigades, Spain’s Basque ter-
rorists — again this is well known and long known, at
least among those who study the problem.”

Marxist-Leninist student and academic circles in
the West provide the milieu, infrastructure and cadres
with which the Palestinians and KGB operate. Sterl-
ing’s obvious familiarity (she is a long-time Italy-based
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correspondent) with terrorists like Renato Curcio, Gian-
como Feltrinelli and Tony Negri is fascinating, and was
partly reproduced in the literary/cultural monthly ‘En-
counter’ (June, 1981). One of the student militants-
turned international terrorist discussed by Sterling,
Fusako Shigenobu, the pitiless international leader of
Japanese terrorism, has particular topicality for
Australia. Shigenobu’s Japanese Red Army butchered
27 Puerto Rican Christian pilgrims at Lod Airport in
1972. The infamous “‘armed propaganda’” of Kozo
Okamoto’s Palestinian/KGB trained JRA gang was “'to
consolidate the international revolutionary alliance
against the imperialists of the world,”” Shigenobu told
the PFLP’s Al-Hadat. It was Shigenobu’s domiciling in
Paris at the home of Japanese sociologist Professor
Hidaka that led to former leading Whitlam public ser-
vant and now head of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs,
John Menadue, to bar Hidaka from Australia.

Liberal armchair strategists unwilling to confront
the reality of Soviet PLO terrorist co-operation cannot
understand Israel’s “insolence’ in failing to negotiate
with ‘‘the Palestinians’’. Zahdi Labib Terzi, PLO UN
representative, confronted by American television
about Arafat’s close relationship with the Soviet Am-
bassador, asserted that if Arafat only met Soldatov
once a week he thought it would be better if he met him
twice a day! Besides, ‘‘the Soviet Union and all the
Socialist countries they give us full support —
diplomatic, moral, educational, and also they open their
military academies to some of our freedom fighters.”
Even supposing the irresistible force of the Israeli peo-
ple could be reconciled with the immovable object of
the Palestinian Arabs, the PLO’s role as terrorist
stooges for the Soviet automatons of Drezinsky Square
greatly complicates any solution to the Middle East.
Lord Carrington and Bruno Kreisky’s naive Palestinian
solutions are thus perilous for Israel and dangerous for
the West. Afghanistan’s invasion was approved and the
Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia by the KGB's
most important Middle East asset — the PLO.

“Terror Network’’ is not confused by the trendy
debating truck — ‘“One Man's terrorist is another
freedom fighter”” identified by Arthur Koestler as
“analogy of the false equation.”” James Q. Wilson ex-
plains this in ‘Commentary’ as if it were not possible to
distinguish between terrorists and heroes. *'This kind of
moral relativism applied to ordinary shootings would
make it impossible to describe a common
criminal . . . We are more inclined to confound ter-
rorists with heroes than we are to confuse psychotic
killers with decent people because the former claim a
political justification”.

At the Australian Zionist Youth Council Camp |
was asked if — as Claire Sterling suggest — the integra-
tion of the Soviet/PLO led terror network has been
known by every European intelligence head since 1974,
why is it not generally understood by educated Western
opinion? Awareness of the facts of Soviet/ PLO involve-
ment makes it easier to fight and defeat, and it is better
known in West Germany, Israel and Italy. But that the
facts of the integration of terrorism have been disputed,
ridiculed and partially played down, is undoubtedly
true. Perhaps the key to this ‘‘disinformation’’ is to be
found in the book by Robert Moss and Arnaud_ de
Borchgrave, two other anti-terrorist experts — ‘‘The
Spike”.
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MONASH: A HERO FOR AUSTRALIA

Geoffrey Serle’s biography of Australia’s most
famous soldier (John Monash, Melbourne University
Press, 1982, $27.50) reminds us that Ned Kelly is not
the only heroic figure of mythical proportions in
Australian history.

As another historian, Ken Inglis, has reminded us,
the Australian tradition is nationalist as well as
egalitarian, and Monash is a remarkable symbol of
nationhood, which itself is so often linked with armed
conflict. Monash also incarnated the most
characteristic feature of the Australian military
tradition: its preference for the citizen soldier over the
professional military man and its antagonism to spit-
and-polish.

Monash also appeals because, like Cincinnatus,
the legendary Roman citizen-general, he returned at
once to his civilian pursuits and consolidated his
reputation as one of the notable engineers who have
played such a large part in Australian history — Todd,
O’Connor, Michell, Bradfield, Clapp, Hudson,
Hornibrook, and many others. Serle’s account, though
not the first biography of Monash, is the first full one,
and does ample justice to his astonishing achievements
in building up the State Electricity Commission of
Victoria, which would easily have plunged into disaster
if a lesser man had been at its controls during the crucial
years 1920-27.

"The creativity, loyalty and affection he inspired
seem to have few or no parallels in any other large
Australian corporation. He was such a superb
champion, battling in the full glare of publicity against
the sour men of little faith . . . his inspirational quality
continued long after his death.”

One of the most important and striking things
about Monash was that he was a Jew. As a people, the
Jews have had few opportunities to display martial
qualities since the revolt of Bar-Kochba (132-35 A.D.)
against the Romans, until the Warsaw Ghetto uprising
against the Nazis in 1943 and the establishment of Israel
as a state in 1948. Monash’s Jewish origins were the
subject of much comment during his military career,
and added a spice to the opposition which he
occasionally encountered during the 1914-18 war.
Serle’s biography records a number of instances,
although he does not speculate about the wider
question of anti-Semitism in Australian society. Let us
speculate a little.

Anti-Semitism has never been a significant force in
Australia, although prejudice against Jews exists in
many sections of the community and expresses itself in
a variety of ways — exclusion from select private clubs,
complaints about sharp business practice, and
occasional discrimination in employment. The Christian
religion is a continuing reservoir for doctrinal hostility to
the Jews and Judaism, although different Christian

Review reprinted with permissior} from Australian Society.
*Sol Encel is Professor of Sociology at University of New South Wales.
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denominations vary greatly in their use of doctrine.
Edmund Campion, in his recent autobiography,
Rockchoppers, admits the persistence of official
Catholic anti-Semitism, although the admission is
rather coy and the justification somewhat overdone.

The Bulletin ran a strongly anti-Semitic line during
its most jingoistic period before the 1914-18 war, when
it identified British imperialism with Jewish finance
capital (linking John Bull with ‘’hooknosed
moneylenders’’). On the left, a similar theme was taken
up by politicians like Frank Anstey, who published a
pamphlet in 1915 entitled “The Kingdom of Shylock".
A similar equation of Jews with international finance
reappeared during the Lang era in NSW politics in the
early 1930s, fed by the (erroneous) notion that Sir Otto
Niemeyer, of the Bank of England, who visited
Australia to advise the Commonwealth government on
fiscal policy, was a Jew.

No such prejudice afflicted the Scullin ministry,
however, which not only appointed a Jew, Sir Isaac
Isaacs, as the first Australian-born governor-general,
but also awarded Monash the rank of general, denied to
him by the animosity of W.M. Hughes. Hughes had
refused to accept recommendations from the Military
Board and various senior officers, and continued to
exert his influence even after he ceased to be Prime
Minister.

The career of Monash, and his role in Australian
military mythology, is an important reason for the
comparative feebleness of anti-Semitism in Australia,
as Serle himself suggests. Monash and Isaacs, in their
widely different ways, are potent symbols of Australian
nationhood, whose aura reflects on the Jewish
community at large. The appointment of a second
Jewish governor-general, Zelman Cowen, indicates the
continuing influence of this connection.

Nevertheless, Monash was aware throughout his
career of the strength and persistence of anti-Semitism.
Serle describes the uneasy relationship between
Monash and the official war historian, Dr Charles Bean,
who never quite gave Monash his due, and intrigued
against his appointment as commander of the A.I.F.
Bean’s references to Monash, even when
complimentary, sometimes carry a sting in the tail;
thus: ““General Monash’s Jewish blood gave him an
outstanding capacity for tirelessly careful organisation’’
(vol. 3 of the official history). When Bean published the
final volume of his history in 1942, his judgement of
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Monash, more than ten years after his death, is an embargo in 1973, reaching a new level of intensity with

“‘uneasy mixture of the highest praise and repetition of the entry of the lIsraeli army into Lebanon and the
some of his old prejudices,” says Serle. massacre of civilians in the Palestinian refugee camps
It is also noteworthy that Monash was concerned after the assassination of President-elect Bashir
about the morale of the Jewish community in Australia, Gemayel. Much of this publicity is seen, not only by
and that he welcomed the advent of the Zionist Jews, as thinly disguised anti-Semitism which has been
movement as a strengthening and unifying force. He able to reassert itself in the guise of anti-Zionism.
was the first president of the Australian Zionist Israel’s actions in Lebanon thus became a pretext for
Federation, established in 1927, and carried out various the expression of much wider prejudices.
activities on its behalf. Monash himself remarked to the young Maurice
Zionism has indeed become a unifying force in the Ashkanasy, later a leading figure in the Jewish
Jewish community since 1948, although this fact is now community and in the Australian Labor Party, that in
responsible for an ironic twist because of the Arab- times of crisis he told himself to remember that he was
Israel conflict. Many Jews are apprehensive about the a Jew ‘‘and that if you muck it up our people will be
adverse publicity given to Israel ever since the Arab oil blamed for it"”. A tract for the times.

JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE &
NATIONAL LIBRARY
"KADIMAH"

Management for the Year 1982

President: Chairman of Library Sub-Committee:
Mr. J. Sher, J.P. Mrs. R. Blustein
e Drasidaiiisg Chairman of tl\'/‘lf (éonwtrgl Sub-Committee:
Mr. I. Apelowicz, Mr. W. Jablonski - VRt
Hon. Secretary: ey
NeD: Az 71st Annual Report of Activities
Hon. Treasurer: The main topic in the world press during the year
Mr. J. Winkler 1982 was — Israel and the Jewish people on the whole.
With great regret we have to note that nearly all of
Assistant Hon. Treasurer: those events have been about attacks on Jewish in-
Mrs. H. Rosenbaum stitutions and persons in Belgium, Austria, France and
! p Italy and Israeli diplomats as well. The main victims
Chairman o;nthegl?_use( Committee: were accidental Jews — men, women and children.
rs. R. Levita

Israel’s military entry into Lebanon with the aim of

Chairman of Youth Activities: pushing out the P.L.0. terrorists and the destroying of

Mr. A. Dafner the|.r main headquarters there, has been the stimulus for

a biased and one-sided campaign against Israel and

Chairman of the Chess Club: Jews in general on the part of all the media and aroused

Mr. M. Topiol great concern in world Jewry. The Kadimah arranged

) two functions to counter the biased propaganda of

Committee: some of the Australian media. The Israeli journalists,

Mr. M. Burston, Mrs. R. Butt, Mr. Ch. Brown, Mrs. L. David Shtockfish and Haim Landau both from Israel,
Gotlib, Mr. H. Nusbaum, Mr. M. Rabinowicz, Mr. Ch. were the speakers at those two lectures.

Shulklaper, Mr. Ch. Sztaier, Mr. B. Wiener The cultural activities during 1982 were quite suc-

cessful, exceeding the number of functions from 40 in

Secretary: h : :
Mrs. |. Warszawski the previous year to over 50 in the year under review.
S We invited two well-known lecturers from overseas —
Hon. Solicitor: Yehuda Ellez from Montreal (Canada) and Rabbi Dr.
Mr. S. Wolski, L.L.B. Heshel Klepfish from Panama.
Auditor: The topics of those lectures were literary with great
Mr. S. Burstin emphasis on biblical sources.

Librarian: This year we had a very commendable revival of
Mrs. E. Berman the David Herman Theatre of the Kadimah. Their first
Manager: ; performance was a mixed program of film and theatre.
Mr. J. Tigel Most dsucc((:essful were the performances of tReBISﬁell
. g g comedy, Come Home My Son, by Hanoc artov
Chairman of the Cultural Suhb-Commlttee. under the regie of the IsraeYIi actress Rosa Turkow. Six
Mr. H. Bachrac performances were held in Melbourne and one In
Chairman of Editorial Sub-Committee: Sydney and have shown how good the Jewish au-

Mr. M. Ajzenbud diences here have welcomed this performance.
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The Kadimah representatives, Sender Burstin,
Moshe Rabinowicz and Itsel Apelowicz took part in the
activities of the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies;
Mrs. L. Gottiel was our representative in the Heritage
Committee of the Board.

Our Committee members, B. Wiener and W.
Jablonski took part in the Conference on Yiddish and
Jewish Culture in Montreal. B. Wiener reported there
on the Yiddish Cultural activities in Melbourne.

The Hazomir Choir at the Kadimah celebrated this
year the 35th anniversary of the existence of this impor-
tant institution in our town. The Choir intends again to
take part in the Lamriah in Israel in the year 1983.

The Chess Club, under the leadership of A. Topiol,
is very active and can be considered as the main Chess
Club in Victoria.

The Kadimah Library is functioning well and we are
acquiring regularly new books which we can get from
overseas. We have also a reading room which is sup-
plied with Yiddish and English Jewish newspapers from
around the world. Mrs. Rose Blustein is the Chairman
of the Library Committee.

The sale of Yiddish books has had good results and
have shown that there is a demand for Yiddish books at
moderate prices.

Our Committee members are involved in the ac-
tivities of the Council of Yiddish organisations in
Melbourne.

The Club Shalom, the organisation of the Russian
Jews, is conducting its activities in the premises of the
Kadimah. It is especially noteworthy to emphasize the
existence of the so-called Tuesday Club which is taking
place at the Kadimah. This function is being conducted
by the Australian Jewish Welfare and Relief Society
(which is covering the expenses) and the Shalom Club.
At the beginning the attendance was limited to Russian
Jews, but now all other members of the Kadimah are
coming to this function.

_ The ethnic radio station 3EA has four programs in
Yiddish and members of the Kadimah are actively in-

volved in preparing the programs. They are mostly of a
high standard.

. _In the Kadimah takes place every year a song com-
petition which bears the name of the tragically killed
former conductor of the Hazomir Choir, the late Boruch
Kalushiner. This function is constantly growing in atten-
dance. The magazine, Melbourne Bleter-Melbourne
Chronicle is being published by the Kadimah. During
the seven years of its existence, 39 issues have been
pyblished and won itself a good name among the Yid-
dish and English reading public here and overseas.

The Yiddish sector in our community has good
reason to be satisfied with the activities and
achievements of the Sholem Aleichem daily College
and Sunday School.

~ The third Arts Exhibition of paintings by Jewish ar-
tists has been organised this year and won great ac-
claim among the Jewish arts workers and the public.

With great satisfaction we can report that the
Committee bought in 1982 the big building next door to
the Kadimah in Selwyn Street for the purpose of
establishing a Holocaust Centre and permanent exhibi-
tion of this tragic period of our recent Jewish history.

We have to underline especially that the Commit-
tee work during the year has been conducted in great
harmony and comradeship and had a beneficial in-
fluence on all work.
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The Journal "Melbourne Chronicle”

The journal was founded in December 1975, since
which time 34 issues have been published. Each issue
contained both an English and Yiddish section. The Yid-
dish is named, “Melbourne Bleter’’, and the English
““The Melbourne Chronicle”.

Its editorial board consists of the following
members: M. Ajzenbud, S. Burstin, |.M. Lewin, W.
Jablonski. Administration: J. Winkler, W. Jablonski,
Ch. Sztaier.

This report concerns the five issues (February-
December 1982 and contains 250 pp) during the course-
of which time very important events in Jewish life in
general, as well as in Israel and in Australia, have been
dealt with.

The editor of the English section was Dr. Serge
Liberman. The journal brought an excellent response
from the Jewish literary world, and we have received a
number of articles, and other works on various themes
with requests for publication. Unfortunately, we are
limited in space available, the reason being that we are
working with a substantial financial deficit, and we can-
not afford to burden the Kadimah budget any more
than we already have.

Report of the David Herman Theatre

Due to a number of reasons the David Herman
Theatre has not been active during the last few years.
Not the least of these reasons was the fact that a few of
its members have passed away.

The Theatre collective met at the beginning of the
1982 season and decided to renew its activities.

At the end of May the theatre ensemble presented
3 performances of a production consisting of two parts.
One was a montage of fragments of films made in
Poland, the U.S.A. and Israel, with a narration written
by the author Moishe Ajzenbud. The film montage was
prepared by Sam Cylich and the narrator was Yasha
Sher.

The second part was a production of Sholem
Aleichem’s one-actor ‘“Mentschen’’, directed by Y.
Sher, stage design — A. Gurwich, lighting and sound
— J. Tigel, musical accompaniment — R. Shmerling
and stage manager — Lev Koltinyuk. The actors: Yosl
Haberman, Abram Wigushin, Ida Lustig, Rochl Levita,
Cola Mirkin-Hartman, Mira Pfau, Meyer Ceprov, Reisl|
Kenigstain, Tamara Rosenblum and Mendl Shmerling.

The three performances (also one in Sydney) were
very successful.

During the second part of the season a bit of luck
came the Theatre’s way: the well-known Israeli actress
Rosa Turkow arrived in Melbourne on a private visit to
her relatives. The ensemble contacted her and invited
her to direct a play for them. She suggested the Israeli
comedy ‘“Come Home My Son’’. The premiere, on 3rd
October, was extremely successful, beyond all expecta-
tions. The six performances in Melbourne and one in
Sydney attracted “‘full houses’. Their success was
phenomenal, reminiscent of the good old times.

This has given the theatre ensemble the required
stimulus to plan with enthusiasm its activities in the
new season.
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A series of theatre committee meetings took place
and the ensemble has met a few times.

The Theatre Committee consists of: Rachel Levita,
Leah Cuker, Mendl Shmerling, Meyer Ceprov, Cila
Mirkin and Yasha Sher.

Hazomir Choir

Choir commenced its activities on 21st January
1982. We started this year with a new conductor, Mr.
Benjamin Segaloff. On 21st March Choir sang for the
Montefiore Hospital, Ashwood. On 25th March for the
Festival of All Nations at the Hawthorn Town Hall and
at Melbourne Town Hall on 19th April for the Ghetto
Commemoration. We had our mid-year Supper Dance
on 12th June at Leo Fink Hall. On 6th September we
were invited by the Harmony Lodge B’nai B'rith to
give a concert for the people at Montefiore Homes, St.
Kilda. This was a pre-Rosh Hashana concert.

Once again the Matron of Ashwood Hospital, Ms.
Barrel Vickers invited Choir to give a concert on 17th
October. We sang at Caulfield Park, Caulfield on 5th
December — community day for Caulfield Festival
celebrations. Our Jubilee Concert was held on 20th
November at the ‘’Kadimah’’ Hall (Classic Theatre). Our
end of year Supper Dance took place on 4th December,
1982.

Our Choir was invited again to the 13th Zimriya
which takes place in Israel 4th July till 18th July, 1983.
Choir will be working very hard for this event, and we
will appreciate every bit of help from the public to reach
our goal. We are looking forward to 1983. Our present
committee is as follows.

President, Chaim Goldberg; Secretary, Sarah Pell;
Treasurer, Moishe Rabinowicz; Committee Sholem
Pell, H. Suchecki, Stefa Rabinowicz, Sylvia Porter,
Rachel Podemski, Chaim Kelman, Leon Ben Porath, A.
Moshel. Co-opted to committee were Maurice Beare,
Ch. Rinde.

Chess Club

The Kadimah Chess Club, Selwyn St., Elstern-
wick, is open from 2 p.m.-7 p.m. every Saturday, Sun-
day and Public Holidays. The Chess Club has been very
well attended during the year.

I would like to mention that it is the 10th anniver-
sary of the Kadimah Chess Club. We have celebrated
with an Open Championship, in which 20 of our best
players competed. The championship was of a very
high standard. Director of play was Mr. Topial.

120 players competed in the open championship of
the Australian Reserve. The best Australian players
competed. Mr. Kagan from Kadimah won the 1st prize
of $500.00, 3rd place was given to Mr. Gurewitz — a
prize of $250.00, Mr. Kalish came 6th and Mr. Volaef
came 7th.

This year we were affiliated with the Victorian
Chess Association, and competed in inter-club tour-
naments. We sent only one team to compete, an A-
grade one. Mr. Kagan drew with the Australian cham-
pion. It seems as if the Kadimah Chess Club has
amongst its members the best players of Victoria, in-
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cluding — Messrs. Kagan, Gurewitz, Sahar, and
Kalish. | must mention that Mr Sahar who won the 2nd
prize in the Victorian Open Championship, also came
2nd in the Melbourne Championship. He has twice won
$250.00.

In ““Chess Australia’”’ Kadimah Chess Club is often
mentioned as a high grade chess club.

We have six new members, they are Messrs.
Shwartz, Phylibik, Volaef Kotzman, Turner and Katz.
New members are always welcome. Membership fees
are $7.50 p.a. for adults, $5.00 for pensioners and
students.

Anyone who is interested, should contact the
President, Mr. M. Topial, Business 528 2395, Private
528 2287.

Library Annual Report 1982

The Kadimah Library has continued to acquire new
books and has attracted a number of new readers in-
cluding students from various tertiary institutions seek-
ing specific information on Jewish matters. A signifi-
cant contribution to the library’s collection over the past
year was the donation of some 400 titles, both in Yid-
dish and English from the late Samuel Wynn.

In addition to the donations received, the library
purchased 85 new titles in English, mainly in the areas
of Holocaust literature, Jews in pre-war Europe, Yid-
dish literature as well as a number of popular fiction
titles. Only 30 new titles in Yiddish were purchased as
the number of books published for the Yiddish speaking
world seems to be diminishing from year to year.

In 1982 the library gained membership to the
Multicultural Library Services (Victoria) and will use its
newsletter to publicise new acquisitions.

A special thanks to Mrs. Esther Berman who has
continued to maintain a high standard of service to the
library’s borrowers.

The Shalom Club

The Committee of the Club Shalom, the organisa-
tion of Russian-Jewish immigrants, was elected at the
Annual Meeting which took place in December
1981. At that time the club had 236 families registered
as members. At the moment the number of members
have been reduced to 182. The recruiting of new
members will now continue with greater energy.

The Cultural Committee, under the chairmanship
of Mr. S. Rubinstein, had arranged three concerts, five
family functions and one children’s concert. We have
presented eight films and also a film festival of better-
class Russian film comedies.

Very successful also were the two concerts which
we arranged in Sydney.

We held also with great success a New Year ball.

The Library Committee at the club worked qgite
well, with the librarian Mrs. L. Treger having establish-
ed good relations with the readers.

We have increased the supply of Rus$ian
magazines from the U.S.A. and Israel. We are getting:
“Our Land”, ““Continent”’, *‘Time and We"’, “’Israel To-
day”’ and others. We also subscribed for a copy of the
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newly-published Russian Encyclopaedia which is being
published in Israel. The first volume has already arrived.

The emigration of Jews from the Soviet Union
stopped practically during the year. We continue to
help, with the assistance of the Welfare Society, some
newly-arrived Russian-Jewish families.

Our newspaper “Shalom’’, in Russian, is being
published regularly as a fortnightly. The 25 issues were
of great help to the new arrivals, as they helped them to
get acquainted with the Western world and particularly
with Jewish life everywhere. The newspaper has 430
subscribers, mostly from Melbourne. Regrettably
Sydney did not become a full-time partner in our work.

The Club Committee under the guidance of Mr. L.
Koltiniuk, is continuing its good work; especially suc-
cessful is the Tuesday function at the Kadimah which is
being conducted under the sponsorship of the Jewish
Welfare and Relief Society (representative Mrs. M.
Zeleznikow); over 120 elderly members are attending
the luncheon and are enjoying a pleasant get-together.

The Shalom Club does not yet have its own
premises and we are using the premises which the
Kadimah is generously offering us.

Some of our members became members of the
Kadimah and are participating in her cultural activities.

The Youth Group, and its leader Mr. Mirkus, is
very busy organising discos and various excursions.
They are also the most active participants in our func-
tions.

In 1982 we have been busy organising a working
co-operative and approached the State Government for
an appropriate subsidy, which we hope to get in
December 1982.

"“Shalom” is taking an active part in the yearly ap-
peal for the Welfare Society. We collected $2500, it
may be seen as a small sum, but the number of donors
is quite substantial.

During the year we had a financial deficit of about
$2000, mainly because we arranged less profitable
functions, and also some of the deficit comes from the
publishing of our newspaper. We are working now on
the solving of this problem.
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Cultural Calendar — Events of 1982

1. 31.1.82 — Israeli film ‘’‘My Michael’’, based on the
book of the same name and written by Amos Oz.
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14.

15.
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7.2.82 — lIsraeli film *“My Michael".

14.3.82 — Concert of the ‘’Shalom’’ Club at the
Kadimah, staged at the Kadimah Theatre.

. 20.3.82 — Ceremonial book launching and cultural

evening in honour of the publishing of Shmuel
Szwarc’s book, ‘‘Beneath Red Skies’”’. Chairman
Joseph Orbach, a review of the book by Sheva
Glas-Wiener and Chaim Brown. Well wishes from
Yasha Sher, Mr Buczko and Mr. Kaufman.

Artistic performances from: Tania Szwarc, Yasha
Sher, Danny Kleinman, and Miriam Rochlin.

The evening was organized together with the War-
saw Centre and the David Herman Theatre.

- 21.3.82 — 70th Annual General Meeting of the

Kadimah.
3.4.82 — Yehuda Elberg. First lecture in Sydney.

4.4.82 — Official welcoming evening for guest-
speaker from Canada, writer, Yehuda Elberg. His
first lecture in Melb. on: “The Philosophy of a
‘Krechts’.”” Chairman, M. Ajzenbud, greetings: H.
Bachrach for the ‘’Kadimah’’, Y. Zeleznikov for the
V.J.B.D.

11.4.82 — 2nd Lecture by Y. Elberg, on: ‘‘Jewish
History — Miracle and Temptation’’. Chairman, Y.
Sher.

17-18.4.82 — Conference of the National Council
for Yiddish, with the participation of the
“’Kadimah’’. .
18.4.82 — 3rd Lecture by Y. Elberg on: “Jewish
and Christian Ethics’’. Chairman H. Bachrach.
19.4.82 — Memorial Service in memory of the 6
million Jews murdered by the Nazis, and the 39th
Anniversary of the uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto.
The service took place at the Melbourne Town
Hall. Guest speakers: Y. Elberg (Canada), S. Lipski
(Aust.). Special memorial-service programme with
the participation of: *’Hazomir Choir’’, ‘Mt Scopus
School Choir”’, youth representatives from various
youth movements, ‘‘SKIF"’ etc. The memorial ser-
vice was organized by the V.J.B.D., “Kadimah”,
’B’nai B'rit”", ‘’Katzetler and Partizans C'ttee’’ and
the ‘‘Zionist Council of Vic.”

25.4.82 — Ceremonial Closing Lecture (4th) of Y.
Elberg on: “‘Jewish/Yiddish Humour’, chairman,
W. Yablonsky. Review of Y. Elberg’s lectures by I.
Kahan; farewell dedication; Y. Sher.

.5.82 — A talk by Mrs Zisl Tabachovitsh, from
South Africa on the topic: ‘‘A Greeting from South
Africa”’. Chairman Y. Sher.

16.5.82 — First of two lectures by Melb. writer and
poet Abraham Cykiert about the ‘‘Humanism and
Divinity in the T'nach’’. i

1st Lecture: “From Creation till Destruction’’.
23.5.82 — 2nd Lecture by A. Cykiert on: ““Jacob
and Moses — two pillars of the Jewish people’’.
Chairman, M. Ajzenbud.

30.5.82 — A discussion evening with four guest
speakers. Dr. M. Verstandig on: “’Israel in the
sphere of the M-E events'’. Mr. Yehuda Svoray on:
“The Truth and the Mass Media"’. Mr. W. Yablon-
sky on: ‘A brief report on the Yiddish World Con-
ference in Montreal”. Mr. S. Rozenkrantz on:
“The Falasha Jews of Ethiopia, and their Current
Dire Plight”’. Chairman, Y. Sher.

16.6.82 — "“The David Herman Theatre’”’, in an
evening of film and theatre. In part 1: “"The
development of Jewish/Yiddish Film, in word and
picture”’. Narration: Y. Sher, Film. S. Cylich. In
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18.

19.

21.

23.

24.

26.

27.

28.

29.

31.

32.

35.

part 2: ““Mentshn-Servants (sic; common people)
by Sholem Aleichem. Directed by Y. Sher. D-H ac-
tors/ensemble.

13.6.82 — Repeat performances at 4 p.m. and 8
p.m., of the “David Herman Theatre”’ film and
theatre presentations.

19.6.82 — Lecture by David Shtokfish on: “Inter-
nal and External Problems Facing Israel”’. Chair-
man H. Szulklaper.

4.7.82 — Memorial Evening in mourning for the
great poet Chaim Grade. Programme: Eulogy, H.
Bachrach. Talk, by A. Cykiert on: **Chaim Grade,
and Poet”. Excerpts of C. Grade's works read by
Y. Sher, chairman H. Bachrach.

18.7.82 — *“Jacob Gordin Evening”. Part 1: an In-
troduction about the playwright by Y. Sher. Part 2:
Film “The Jewish King Lear”’. The early Yiddish
film based on Y. Gordin’s play.

25.7.82 — "Mordechai Gebirtig Evening'’. Within
the framework of the proclaimed *’Gebirtig Year".
An introduction about the song-writer-composer
by M. Ajzenbud.

Artistic programme by: Renee Zufi, Lionel Mrocki,
Miriam Rochlin. Chairman I.M. Levin.

25.7.82 — The Sydney performance of the “’David
Herman Theatre’s’’ Film and Theatre evening with
Y. Sher and the D-H ensemble.

1.8.82 — Repeat of the ‘’Jacob Gordin Evening’’ as
performed on 18.7.82.

8.8.82 — ‘‘An Evening in Memory of the Soviet
Jewish/Yiddish Writers Killed in the Stalin Purges
of 1952,

Speakers: B. Wiener, S. Rozenkrantz. .
Artistic Programme with: A. Apelowicz, D.
Charak, Maya Katz.

Chairman: M. Ajzenbud. Co-organization with the
National Council for Yiddish and Yiddish Culture.
14.8.82 — Sydney lecture by Kadimah's '82 Guest
Lecturer, Dr Rb. Hashel Klepfish from Panama.
15.8.82 — 1st Lecture by Dr Rb H. Klepfish
(Panama) on: ‘’Five Important Periods in Jewish
History”’. Welcoming address on behalf of the
‘’Kadimah’’: B. Wiener; From the Victorian Jewish
Board of Deputies; on behalf of the committee for
Jewish Culture — S. Rosenkrantz. Chairman Y.
Sher.

18.8.82 — 2nd Lecture by Rabbi Dr. Hershel Klep-
fish on “The Momentous Spiritual Heritage of East
European Jewry’’. Chairman, Mr. M. Ajzenbud.
22.8.82 — 3rd Lecture by guest speaker Rabbi Dr.
Hershel Klepfish on ““Jewish influence on West
European Culture’””. Chairman Mr J. Winkler.

. 25.8.82 — 4th Lecture by Rabbi Klepfish on “The

Talmud — the spiritual realm of the Jews'’. Chair-
man Mr. T. Shulklaper.

29.8.82 — 5th Lecture by Rabbi Klepfish on ““Reb
L. Itzhack Berditchever’. Chairman Mr. H.
Bachrach.

1.9.82 — 6th Lecture by Rabbi Klepfish on “The
Contribution of Spanish and East European Jewry
to Jewish Culture”. Chairman Mr. Y. Sher.

. 5.9.82 — 7th Lecture by Rabbi Klepfish ‘’‘Mendl of

Kolsk’’. Chairman Mr. J. Winkler.

. 8.9.82 — 8th Lecture by Rabbi Klepfish on “Abar-

banel — the epilogue of a drama’’. Chairman J.
Jablonski.
12.9.82 — 9th Lecture at ‘“Kadimah’’ by Rabbi
Klepfish on ‘“Joy — the psychological enigma of
East European Jewry’. Chairman Mr. H.
Bachrach.
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36.

37.

39.

45,

47.

8

51.

14.9.82 — Farewell function for Rabbi Klepfish
who lectured on the subject of ““Jews in Latin
America”. A review of the Klepfish lectures — Mr.
M. Ajzenbud. Chairman Mr. Y. Sher.

3.10.82 — Premiere of the Israeli comedy ““Come
Home My Son” by Hanoch Bartov, directed by
visiting director Rosa Turkow, performed by the
David Herman Theatre.

180.10.82 — 2nd performance of “’Come Home My
on".

16.10.82 — 3rd performance of ‘“Come Home My
Son’’.

. 17.10.82 — Matinee (3 p.m.) performance of
41.

42.

’Come Home My Son"’.

284.10.82 — 5th performance of *“Come Home My
on”.

27.10.82 — Lecture by Israeli journalist Chaim Lan-

dau on “Light and Shadow in Israel’’. Chairman Mr

H. Bachrach.

. 30.10.82 — Performance of ‘“Come Home My

Son” in Sydney.
31.10.82 — Quest of Yiddish and Hebrew song and
music, convened by the Boruch Kalushiner
Memorial Committee of the ‘’Hazomir’ Choir. Par-
ticipants — young folk between 7 and 18 yrs. Panel
consist of the musicians: A. Bartak, H. Wenig,
Nehama Patkin.
g.11.82 — Last performance of “Come Home My
on”. .
7.11.82 — 4th Annual Art Exhibition at Leo Fink
Hall, thirty artists exhibiting. Opened by Messrs. H.
Bachrach, |. Apelowicz.
14.11.82 — Israeli film “Kuni Leml in Tel-Aviv"
starring Mike Burstin.
21.11.82 — Israeli film ‘‘Hershele”’ starring Mike
Burstin.
21.11.82 — Book Club of the local Land Rat even-
ing, “’Kadimah’ participating.
28.11.82 — ‘“Hazomir’’ Choir Jubilee Concert of
song and music. Musical director — Ben Segalof;
pianist — Miriam Rochlin; Youth Ensemble
“Tlameu”. Songs — Karen Feldman; singers and
soloists of the “Hazomir” Choir participating. Mr.
H. Bachrach greeting word on behalf of Kadimah.
5.12.82 — Book sale of Yiddish, Hebrew and
English books at “’Kadimah’’.
12.12.82 — Function to mark the close of cultural
activities for the season of 1982. Speaker: Mr. M.
Ajzenbud; in artistic programme: Karen Feldman,
Leibl Mrocki, Yankl Rabinowicz, Michael Karsh,
Yasha Sher, Vladimir Mishkin, piano accomp: Mr.
Portnoy. Chairman of the evening: Yasha Sher.

Obituary

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we record the

loss of the following members:

P. Albert (died in 1981)
S. Wynn — Former president of *’Kadimah’’
K. Goldband

R. Rosh — member of ‘“Hazomir’ Choir and ar-
chitect of the ’Kadimah’’ building

F. Karas
Klara Giligior
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Jewish Cultural Centre

and National Library
“KADIMAH”

7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185
Telephone 523 9817

Dear Sir/Madam,
I have the honour, by direction of the Board of
Directors of the ‘‘Kadimah’’, to request your
attendance at the

71st ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

of the above Society, to be held on Sunday, 20th
March 1983 at 8 p.m. sharp, in the new
‘““Kadimah’” building, 7 Selwyn Street,
Elsternwick.

Yours faithfully
M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary

BUSINESS:

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the previous
Annual Meeting.

2. Reception and Adoption of Annual Report and
Balance Sheet.

3. Election of Board of Management.
4. Any other business that may occur.

NOTE: Written nominations for Directors of the
Board of Management should be lodged at the
office of the “Kadimah’, 7 Selwyn Street,
Elsternwick, not later than Wednesday, 16th
March 1983 by S p.m.

M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary
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