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ISRAEL AT THIRTY-FIVE

Michael Elizur

Once again the peripatetic nature of a diplomatic career
has granted me the privilege to be with you here tonight on
Israel’s Independence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut. It was my duty
and pleasure to bring you greetings from Israel on ten such
anniversary days. | am here tonight because of the sad and
sudden death of Ambassador Kidron. His passing left a gap
in Israel’s Foreign Service to which he gave long and
distinguished service. May his memory be blessed.

Israel came into being as an independent sovereign state
thirty-five years ago. It is the crowning achievement of efforts
devotedly exerted in many ways. First and foremost these efforts
invoived aliyah and pioneering, the wielding of the plough and
of the sword, the building of towns, villages and schools and
the establishment of viable institutions of democratic
government as well as incorruptible courts upholding the rule
of law. But these efforts were also accompanied and supported
in a multiplicity of ways, assuring Israel at all times of Jewish
solidarity which in turn has created a climate of world opinion
indispensable to the welfare and security of israel in the
inhospitable surroundings in which it finds itself, even today.

All those assembled here tonight, together with the many,
many thousands similarly gathered wherever Jews are free to
do so, can count themselves partners in this great endeavour.

Since last year’s Independence Day, Israel’s Defence Forces
have engaged in a bitter struggle to free the towns and villages
of Galilee of an ever present and clear danger of PLO attack.
Lebanon has for years been under Syrian and PLO occupation,
cruelly partitioned into countless jurisdictions fragmenting
national authority. It ceased to be a sovereign entity in all but
name — and certainly the Lebanese government could not
prevent hostile incursions into Israel across the Lebanese border,
could not put an end to artillery and rocket attacks, and could
not keep Beirut from becoming and being the capital city of
international terrorism. Almost five hundred Israeli soldiers laid
down their lives in the course of fighting. Thousands were
wounded. In addition to the thousands of PLO operatives killed,
wounded and captured, many civilians lost their lives and homes
in Lebanon because of the PLO practice of hiding in population
centres and of using non-combatants and civilian institutions
as a shield. Let us now pray and work for a peace which will
ensure that never will the need arise again to fight for the peace
of Galilee. Let us pray and work to ensure that the victims of
this war did not fall in vain.

The Israel army now controls and patrols the south of
Lebanon up to the outskirts of Beirut, the beautiful but strife-
ridden Chouf Mountains, and, to the east, the approaches of
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the Beqaa Valley and the slopes of Mount Hermon. The Israel
army is not there as an army of occupation, nor for the purpose
of acquiring territorial assets for the State of Israel. It patiently
and valiantly awaits the conclusion of the ongoing negotiations
between Israel and Lebanon which are to spell out the security
arrangements needed to prevent the PLO’s return to their old
haunts. This is possible only if the PLO is removed from the
rest of Lebanon and when that unfortunate country is also
relieved of the Syrian military presence which has long worn
out its welcome, if ever welcome it was in Lebanon.

Israel need not be urged to leave. It seeks to stay in Lebanon
no single unnecessary moment. It should not be urged to leave
before that moment is reached.

A grave disservice is done to the cause of peace in the
Middle East when sight is lost of the true aims of the current
talks and undue weight is given to the Arab threats made
against Lebanon and to Lebanese fears of these threats. Indeed,
it is the height of irony that the same Arab states which are
held up as paragons of peace and champions of Western
interests are engaged in overt and covert actions, busily
supported by the Soviet Union, to hinder Lebanon from making
peace with Israel. They shall not succeed. The great Albert
Einstein once said that everything should be made as simple
as possible, but not simpler. The same applies to peace-making
in the Middle East: it should be made as quickly as possible,
but not quicker.

A major political development came to a head this week
and deserves mention in some detail. King Hussein’s decision,
on 10 April, not to enter the Middle East peace talks has brought
to an end for the foreseeable future a long series of fruitless
efforts to bring him into the peace process which got under
way five years ago.

The Camp David Agreements of 1978, gave wide scope
to a projected Jordanian role in the envisaged Israel-Jordan peace
settlement, in the expectation that Jordan would soon join the
talks and negotiate peace with Israel, together with
representatives of the Arab inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and
the Gaza District. However, that opportunity was passed up:
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neither Hussein nor the Palestinian Arabs of Judea, Samaria
and Gaza joined the peace process.

In the intervening years, Prime Minister Begin on several
occasions reiterated the invitation originally extended by him
to King Hussein in the summer of 1977 to enter into direct
negotiations for peace. The last such call was made by Mr. Begin
in January 1983. These calls, too, went unheeded.

On 1 September 1982, President Ronald Reagan
announced his set of proposals for a Middle East peace
settlement which caused dismay in Israel — mainly because
these proposals, in several pivotal respects, ran counter to key
provisions of the Camp David Agreements. One important
objective of the Reagan proposals was to draw King Hussein
into the negotiating process. It was yet another attempt that
has failed.

The conclusion is inescapable that Hussein has allowed
himself to become a political captive of the PLO, which remains
the main obstacle to peace in the Middle East. It is the PLO
not Jordan, which has been calling the shots. And if Arafat
at any time in the past few weeks entertained the thought of
“allowing” Hussein to join the peace process, the assassination
of Dr. Issam Sartawi in Portugal put a decisive end to such
thoughts as well.

It may be recalled that in 1967, after King Hussein had
made his fatal mistake of attacking Israel, Israel immediately
offered to negotiate a peace settlement. There were then no
“settlements” in the territories to provide an excuse for Jordan
not joining such talks. The “question of the settlements” is
a pretext designed to cover the basic refusal of Jordan and other
Arab states to talk peace with Israel.

Israel’s commitment to peace has not only been stated and
reiterated countless times both before and after President
Sadat’s positive response in 1977 — but it has been
demonstrated in the most tangible possible way: notably
through the manifold and painful concessions Israel made in
seeing the Israel-Egyptian Peace Treaty through to its full
consummation. Israel therefore feels it has a right to expect
other potential partners to the peace to approach the peace
negotiation in the same spirit.

The question is: Can this come about, insofar as King
Hussein is concerned, while the Jordanian monarch keeps his
country’s foreign policy mortgaged to a ruthless terrorist
organization and its backers in the Arab world, notably Syria
and Saudi Arabia, who have opposed the Middle East peace
process all along?

Another grave political miscalculation in the Middle East
in recent months was the attempt to link different issues and
processes — usually in the name of momentum. It didn’t work:
the Arab world is too complex, the Soviet Union too suspicious,
Israel too wary, the United States too ambivalent and the
Palestinians, who are supposed to be the main beneficiaries
of the various plans and declarations, are still too bewitched
by their worst malefactor, the PLO, which is the antithesis of
peacemaking. There are encouraging signs of disenchantment
— in the camps of Southern Lebanon, and in the villages of
Judea and Samaria. International impatience with Israel and
irresponsible support of the PLO do not help the nations and
peoples of the Middle East to resolve their differences. True
conciliation and, pending the attainment of that aim, deterrence
of aggression and maintenance of a balance of strength remain
the objects of statesmanship in the Middle East. Over the last
ten years armaments to the value of eighty thousand million
dollars have reached the Arab world — about thirty billion dollars
worth from the Soviet Bloc and a similar amount from the
United States, with the rest coming from other sources such
as France. This fact does not ease the task of peace making,
But it makes it more urgent and more important.
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The peace process requires dedication and patience.
Primary responsibility falls on the parties directly involved.
Countries further afield, and especially nations like Australia,
which excel in international good-citizenship, can greatly assist
by benevolently encouraging more states of the Middle East
to carry forward what was begun with such success at Camp
David. These sentiments are already being appropriately
conveyed to the new Australian government and we in Israel
trust that these thoughts are being given all the attention they
deserve. Recent exchanges between Prime Minister Begin and
Prime Minister Hawke no less than those between Mr. Begin
and Mr. Fraser reassure the government of Israel, and | am
pleased to state so here and now, that Israel is finding
understanding and support in Australia almost at all times and
in practically every quarter. We look forward to a continuation
of this state of affairs — and so, I'm sure do you all. Prime
Minister Hawke's message to this function here tonight, testifies
that indeed Australia’s course is set in this direction. Let us all
help keep it that way.

Friends, | have dwelt in some length on the immediate
issues and concerns of war and peace. In Israel these matters
loom larger than in Australia — perhaps in reverse ratio to the
size of the country and its nearness to its neighbours. In
Australia one speaks of the tyranny of distance. In Israel we
are suffering more from the constraints of proximity. In Australia
and in Israel alike, much of the future depends on the strength
and vitality of the nation’s domestic fabric, on its perceptions
of right and wrong, on the nature of relationships between
classes and communities, life styles and values.

At tl}is stage of my remarks | come dangerously near to
what a diplomat should not do: to involve himself in the affairs
of other countries. But can he afford not to do so? Can an Israeli
diplomat afford not to be closely associated with the concerns
of the Jewish community in the country to which he is accredited
or which he visits? In my case, if damage has been caused
it happened many years ago, but if | have been asked once
more to speak to you here tonight, you must have forgjven my
transgressions, or forgotten them, or the other way around.

Important new beginnings are afoot in Australia, Jews in
this country are a very small but very important group, The
present Australian scene surely permits Australian Jews to define
and interpret the nature of Jewish concerns in fresh terms which
go beyond the vital, crucial issue of Jewish survival, be it in
Israel or be it the fate of Jews elsewhere, without detracting
from that concern. The Jewish condition has nurtured
sensibilities and talents which can enrich even more than o
far the public life, political thought and economic practice in
this country. It has already happened elsewhere with spectacular
success. A very Jewish argument in favour of this notion is that
you might find yourselves ignoring this path at your peril: your
children and their friends will walk it without you. The Jewish
contribution to the world has never been in quantitative terms
and this is true of the Jewish share in the economy as well,
in spite of myths and allegations to the contrary. But the trinity
of Jewish enthusiasm, conscience and intellect holds out a
promise to Australia no smaller than the promise given and
kept by Australia to the thousands of Jews who have found
refuge and home in this country.

In Israel, the resolution of some questions has to await
progress in the primary fields of security and national survival,
But Israeli efforts in many areas far removed from the military
and diplomatic are by no means dormant. Legislation assuring
support for large families has recently [aeen refined and adopted
by the Knesset and will help Israeli society emeliorate dangeroys
tensions. Scientific research and technological innovation remain
mainstays of Israeli life and are of increasing importance to the
national economy. Cultural life — from traditional Judaic Studies
to modern visual arts and music — is as lively today as it has
always been, if not more so. Of course, at age thirty-five Israel
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is less of a Wunderkind than it may have been considered
in its early infancy. But my critical faculties are inferior to
nobody’s and | dare say that the Wunder of Israel is still very
much alive, even though the Kind has become a virile adult
whom it is awkward to cuddle. Not for the first time in our
history, there is a split between the nobility of Jewish thought
and the chaos of Jewish life. But is it not true that even the
worst of what happens in Israel is not half as bad as many
things which are considered commonplace in other lands? A
nation which can produce a Kahan Commission, a government
which can accept its findings and implement its
recommendations need not bow its head.

Friends, let us remain awake to the meaning of Israel in
contemporary Jewish life and to the significance of Jewish
solidarity for Israel’s existence. It is so easy to lose sight of them
in the glare of sensation. The watchword today is change.
Perhaps some know less what they want than what they dislike.
Many beliefs are less acceptable today than they were in the
past. Others are less commonly held. But let no one mistakenly
think that Israel has ceased to believe in believing, and that
it will not rise to defend what needs to be defended. Israeli
society has, in the past decade, been in search of new identity

and institutions. All such search is hard and painful. The very
readiness to undertake it under difficult external pressures attests
to great reservoirs of internal strength. This strength will stand
us in good stead in the trying times ahead: may we always
fearlessly face dangers that are real; may we always beware of
self-destructive delusions.

At this point converge the outer world and domestic
concerns; here we encounter the vital cord linking Israel with
the Jewish people whose cradle and offspring it is. This rally
here tonight bears witness to this worldwide solidarity. In this
hall, in this city, in this country, just as in Israel and in the world,
there are more Jews today than ever before who do not, who
cannot, recall the day on which Israel’s independence was
declared thirty-five years ago. Whether they were infants then,
or not yet born, the State of Israel for them is a fact neither
complicated nor elevated by the passions and agonies that gave
it life.

All of us, old and young, those born here and those who
wandered to this hospitable country from many corners of the
world, are here to rejoice and to reflect. Much work awaits us
tomorrow and in the days to come. Tonight we celebrate and
greet each other. A gut yonteff, Chag Sameach!

An Overview of Fiction by Australian Jewish Writers Since World War Il

Part Two

The Feb./March issue of the Melbourne Chronicle
presented a brief presentation of the works of Benjamin
Newma_n Jubal, Pinchas Goldhar and Herz Bergner.
The point was made that, although Australian Jewish
writers do not by and large fall into recognisable group-
ings, there was an exception — the association
between Goldhar, Bergner and Judah Waten who en-
couraged the writing and promotion of each other's
works and who were bound by common political and
sotilal outlooks and by similar (social-realist) literary
styles.

Judah Waten, the third of this group, is among
the most controversial of modern Australian writers.
The controversy surrounds his political leanings. But he
is also the first immigrant from Eastern Europe to have
made areputation as an Australian writer. According to
Joachim Schulz, a German scholar, he has opened up a
new path with his novels about immigrants, and in this
he is an Australian literary pioneer.

Although he had published some stories before, he
l')’urgt upon tpe Australian literary scene in 1952 with his
‘Alien .§‘on’,_ a collection of loosely-connected stories
recounting his childhood in Perth around the period of
World War I. This collection has come to be regarded
as an Australian classic and has been praised for its
gooq humour, warmth, pathos and delicacy. Here, too,
as wn'th Goldhar and Bergner, the issues of adjustment,
conflict betweqn old and new, and assimilation are rais-
ed, bu:( there is none of the darkness of the Yiddish
writers” works. His characters, particularly his mother,
as with many of his mother figures in his other works,
are alive and likeable; the issues faced are not as in-
te_nsely and obsqssively agonised over as is the wont of
hns contemporaries; the work is ‘‘pure’’ in that political-
!(dﬁploglcal stances have not yet entered into his story-
elling.
A different book, then, is “The Unbending’’
(1954), Waten's first novel, published two years latgr.

Serge Liberman

Here, a Jewish family settles near Perth in 1912 and
becomes involved with all the confusions, excitement,
conflicts over conscription that attend the outbreak of
World War |. There is poignancy in the depiction of the
trials of this family, to be sure, but his story breaks out
of the bounds of family to portray also the social and
political atmosphere of the day. He makes quite explicit
his own political sympathies with his stance against
conscription and his support for the Industrial Workers
of the World (the LW.W.).

Other novels then followed: “Shares in Murder”
(1957), a tale of murder that moves through worlds of
vice, crime and business; “Time of Conflict”’ (1961), a
particularly controversial novel set in the Depression
years and contrasting idealism with ambition; ““Distant
Land’ (1964), a return to the problems of adjustment of
an immigrant family in Australia, in a tale particularly
reminiscent of Bergner's “Light and Shadow’’;
““Season of Youth’ (1966), telling of the boyhood,
adolescence and early manhood of a young Australian
writer in Melbourne and Sydney during the Depression
years; and ““So Far, No Further” (1971) which, by
relating the love affair between a Jewish girl and an
Italian boy, explores the conflicts experienced by im-
migrant adolescents within themselves, with their
families and their cultural legacies, and with surroun-
ding society. Waten's latest novel, “Scenes of Revolu-
tionary Life”” (1982), set in Melbourne and London in
the late twenties and thirties, tells of a young Com-
munist who is politically committed to the Communist
movement but is nonetheless torn between a literary
and a revolutionary life.

In 1978, Judah Waten published a collection of his
stories entited “Love and Rebellion’, these stories
united by their concern for the ‘‘underdog’’ in an alien,
sometimes hostile, environment. Here he attains to a
certain cosmopolitanism which embraces Italian,
Greek, Aborigine, Jew, as well as delinquent youth, the
meek public servant and the maimed soldier.
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Waten's output has been quite formidable. He has
established for himself a place in Australian literature,
although, for all his excursions into politics, social com-
ment and deployment of what shall here loosely be call-
ed “’secular’ themes, it is most likely for his work on
migrants that he will most endure.

While on the subject of cosmopolitanism, one
must inevitably move on to David Martin (born Lud-
wig Detsinyi in Hungary in 1915), whom the critic A.
A. Phillips calls ‘’the most improbable Australian writer
who has ever existed”’, certainly apt when his
background is considered: a man born of Hungarian
Jewish stock, brought up in Germany, leaving Germany
after the accession of Hitler to enter an agricultural cen-
tre in (the then) Palestine, returning illegally to Ger-
many, visiting Hungary, emigrating again to Palestine
to work on a kibbutz, enlisting in the International
Brigade in Spain as a stretcher-bearer during the Civil
War, escaping from Spain with the turning of the tide in
favour of the Fascists, and heading for England where
he lived and wrote for ten years, moving on to India,
and finally finding some sort of congenial haven for his
restless wanderlust in Australia where, today, he lives
and works in Beechworth near the Victoria-New South
Wales border.

To attempt to do justice to a man as this within the
space permitted in an overview article as necessarily
brief as this is to try to stop a cyclone with a feather. For
where is one to begin in dealing with such versatility: a
man who is at once a novelist whose works are set as
far afield as Cardiff, India, Germany, a fictitious Far-
Eastern State, Australian suburbia and a provincial
Australian country town; who writes of Greeks,
Aborigines, Jews, Chinese, Turks, Lebanese, Croa-
tians, etc, all with equal facility; who is a children’s
author, a poet and an essayist; who has been a globe-
trotter, a Marxist, and who is now — more than a
cosmopolitan or an internationalist or a supra-
nationalist — in Dr. Phillips’ description, ‘‘a member of
the human race’’?

Recognising that justice cannot be done, two of his
works shall therefore be dealt with, the works which
shall probably be the most lasting: “The Young Wife”
and “Where a Man Belongs”’.

“The Young Wife”’ (1952) is the first of his novels
to be set in Australia and it is logical enough that_he
should deal with migrants. What is here refreshing
when juxtaposed against the migrant works of the other
authors thus far mentioned is that the more conven-
tional issues of assimilation, adjustment and group sur-
vival are not particularly salient concerns. Rather, to
quote Yoni Haddock, writing in the Australian Jewish
Historical Society Journal (Vol. VI, 1, 1975):

““On one level, the novel could be describ-
ed as having ‘imposed one set of cultural
loyalties upon another, the consequences In-
viting tragic catharsis’; on a higher
metaphysical level, the theme is that of creativi-
ty versus destructiveness, expressed through
the psychological turmoil of adjustment to a
new culture’’.

“The Young Wife'’ tells of Anna, a beautiful young
Cypriot who has been imported to Australia to be the
bride of Yannis by the groom’s mother, Maria, whose
blind traditionalism is still rooted in Cyprus as the centre
of simplicity and fertility; Against these stand her elder
son, Alexis, and his wife who refuse to have children,
thereby aligning themselves with the forces of destruc-
tion, further stressed symbolically by the allusions to
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Alexis’ business which, in part, consists of selling abor-
tive drugs. Into this menage enters Criton, an artist, for
whom Australia is a self-imposed exile in which he
wants to create and put behind him the destruction he
has known in the Civil War in Cyprus.

] The story weaves through paradox, irony,
jealousy, guilt and expiation, added depth being given
by the intelligent use of symbolic devices, to become
resolved in tragedy, but also with the suggestion that
while destruction abounds, it is forever being neutralis-
I(?? by the creative as represented by the birth of a new
ife.

Martin’.s ““Where a Man Belongs” (1969) is more
complex still. Put at its simplest, this is a tale of a
journey, both physical and spiritual, in which a German
Jewin Austra_lla seeks an identity and an understanding
of what constitutes the substance of a man'’s life.

The novel centres around the relationship between
the Jew, Max, a writer, and his friend, protege, enemy
and alter ego, Paul Birtle, who, together, travel to Ger-
many, Max ostensibly to settle restitution matters. Paul
to marry the widow Gudrun with whom he has been
corresponding. Whatever the interpretations of the
events and interactions that take place, it is a novel of
repeated confrontations — with simplicity, with evil
(both within oneself and others), with one’s'self one's
past, and one’s fellows, both friend and enemg/ The
return to the scenes of one’s childhood is alwéys a
potentlglly poignant theme, but where the original
scene is pre-War Germany and is coupled with the
pathology of one’s present personality — jts tur-
pulences, animosities, and ambivalences — that return
is more than just a safe nostalgic trip down memo
lane. It becomes the stuff of drama, of tragedy throu '?1’
getrg\ﬁll,d gf silf-rev_elationr; the revelation that, to quogte

oni Haddock again, “where a m “
Yoni Hadd g an belongs is among

David Martin, as well as bein
cosmopolitan, emerges as the most intel?ectttl;‘:l orfn?:;
writers presented here. His work rises above the nar-
rower, but nonetheless valid, concerns of his writer-
peers to embrace grander issues, the deeply-rooted and
universal impulses to hate and to love, to create and to
destroy, to suffer and to forgive, and to look
unsparingly into oneself no less than into others f
elemental meaning and purpose. or

With Harry Marks, a fourth-generation i
Jew, who, regrettably died in 1977 at the youﬁ;s;rga:ao?
55, one returns to a narrower dramatic and thematic
range, but also to greater warmth and gentleness. ““The
Heart is Where the Hurt Is”” (1966) is basically a relative.
ly straight-forward story. Here, homely European Jews
come to Australia before the war. They are joined by a
young girl Liesl who has left behind her parents who
are, in time, to die at the hgnds of the Germans. The
crisis comes when Liesl falls in love with a German.

One might expect intense soul-searching, agonis-
ing, electric tension, and passion b_onllng In seething
cauldrons. In another’s hands, this might have been so,
but Harry Marks is a man with a softer heart whose
writings ever tend to the peace of reconciliation,
tolerance and sympathy. Given to the poignant, the
humorous, even the sentimental, Marks emerges as a
man who simply cannot hate.

And the same quality is apparent in his
posthumously-published novel “Unicorn Among the
Wattles” (1979), in which he tells of a young English
Jewish boy who joins the Anzacs in Gallipoli, |ater
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travels to Australia, and is torn between the dual
loyalties of mateship with his former army “diggers’
and of his responsibility to his girl-friend, later fiancee,
then wife.

If one is to usurp an expression from that Book of
Books, Harry Marks speaks with that *still small voice”
that is gentle, but nonetheless persuasive.

Stan Marks, in 1964, published his “God Gave
You One Face”, a novel that tells of a young Jewish
woman who confronts her former concentration-camp
guard, a man who was responsible for the death of her
relatives, and for whose own death she is charged
when he plunges over the staircase of her home.

The potential for strong drama, as with Harry
Marks’ “The Heart is Where the Hurt Is”’ is again there;
also the possibility to explore issues of moral versus
legal justice, forgiveness versus retribution, individual
versus collective guilt, but regrettably these do not
emerge, or, where they are alluded to, are treated with
too-bland journalistic pallor and mutedness. The
frustration of the reader is that of the deep-sea diver be-
ing compelled to stick to the shallows. One wonders
what a David Martin or, better, a Patrick White with his
penchant for monumental structures would have made
of the theme.

More satisfying, even if rather inconsistent, is
Morris Lurie, born in 1938, but who already has four
novels, seven collections of stories and other prose
ﬁieces, a trio of plays and three children’s books behind

im.

Lurie, like David Martin, though without the
politics that have directed the older writer, is a victim of
wander-lust. His stories are set in Australia, Tangier,
Switzerland, Greece, England, Israel, New York; just
name a place and, odds-on, he has been within stone-
throwing distance of it. What appears to drive him is an
ingrained restlessness, to be sure, but more one
suspects in him the obsessive need both to find and to
prove himself, in the same way as his writing, as he
says, has always been essentially ““the business of ex-
plaining my life, or versions of it"’. And the quest, that
impulse is ever the same whether he writes directly
about himself or enters into the skin of his personae Leo
Axelrod, or Singer, or Friedlander, in his novel “Flying
Home"” (1978) or collections “Inside the Wardrobe”
(1975) or ““Running Nicely”’ (1979) or “Dirty Friends’’
(1981). Behind him are ever his sad tired homeless
mother, immigrant from Bialystok, his embittered
hating and hateful father who, a failed pioneer in
Palestine, nibbles at and erodes in sketch after sketch
Lurie’s sense of person and self-respect. Then, the

parents both dead, their ghosts pursue him wherever he
attempts to flee.

Lurie, like Waten, though with much mo
aqd emotion, do_es talk of the maladjustment o;eth%uisr:\‘3
migrant generation, personalised through his parents
in the new environment of Australia. That maladjust:
ment stems from the contrast between a warm roman-
ticised, but forever lost, past and a hard alien present.
That maladjustment, too, is transmitted to Lurie, but in
him rather than being primarily one of physical
uprootedness and the loss of something precious, it
becomes a personal, psychological, existential aliena-

Eocr; leading him to seek something that he has never
ad.

True, Morris Lurie has a much wider repertoire of
material than is here suggested. He is seen to sym-
pathise with a murderer in Port Augusta, he warms to
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the antics of father and son out-boozing, out-
womanising and out-fighting each other on the Great
Barrier Reef, he smiles indulgently at a young couple
manically amassing a palace of antiques, he mocks,
however gently, the nouveau riche who are into every
latest fad from meditation, yoga, and Hindu breathing
through to conservationism, anti-pollution and Tibetan
recipes for yoghurt.

But for all that, it is Lurie himself, as writer and as a
person who dominated the pages. His writing is always
energetic, highly visual, swift, sometimes even
hypomanic. It moves with its large dose of irony,
pathos and humour. But that humour, when he turns it
inward upon himself or his family, has a tendency ever
to veer towards the black, the bitter, the angry, that
anger all the more menacing for his efforts to keep
under check.

The name of Lillian Barnea probably first came to
the reader’s attention through two very fine powerful
stories included in the anthology of Australian Jewish
stories ““Shalom’’ compiled by Nancy Keesing and
published in 1978, and recently re-issued.

A year later, her “Reported Missing’’ (1979) came
into the open. In tone, content, language, setting and
imagery, it owed nothing to Australian (or Australian
Jewish) literature. It was uncompromisingly and
palpably Israeli, very much in tune with some contem-
porary Israeli fiction.

The story is set at the time of the Arab-Israel War
of 1973. It tells of the wife of an American physicist on
Sabbatical in Israel and a mother of two who has a love
affair with a young lIsraeli. This Israeli is subsequently
called up for service and disappears — killed or cap-
tured — on the Golan Heights. The book then details
the personal and emotional crises the woman lives
through as she engages in neurotic hopes for her lover’s
return. Precise in language, emotion and physical
description, both of characters and scenes, the exact
ring of modern-day Israel and its beleaguered people
elevate it to a high order of literary creation.

One young writer worth watching is Michele
Nayman who ““faces you can’t find again’’ (1980) was
published two years ago. This is a collection of stories
in which the elements that stand out most strongly are
the sadness of youth in search of a distinctive identity,
of a sense of uniqueness, of meaningful relationships
and of a certain stability and orientation in the very con-
crete daunting difficult world. Many of the protagonists
are wanderers who drift into and out of brief relation-
ships, forming fleeting attachments without particular,
however deluded, expectation that they will indeed by
anything other than fleeting. Michele Nayman's
characters engage in any number of disillusioned or
bewildered or without anchor, but these are not so
much the t of, as a frame of mind that pre-exists, the
blighted relationship. So often, there is then the sense
of stasis about them.

There are exceptions, however, and it is in these
that the author’s talents and potentials become more
apparent. In her best stories, ‘“Expectations” and
““Story of a Marriage”, the element of time does enter.
Here, time passes dynamically. People grow, change.
They graduate, marry, have children, work, show signs
of interacting actively with one another, of having in-
dividual voices. There is here more exploration of
character and, hence, a deeper dimension to them as to
the stories, which therefore show a more dramatic pro-
gression, more conflict and, however muted, some
greater attempt at resolution.
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When one considers that in Australia, a writer does
not usually make a mark until he is into his thirties or
forties, Michele Nayman, who is merely in her twenties,
has made a good start indeed.

About this writer's own collection of stories “On
Firmer Shores” (1981), little will be said. It comprises
seventeen stories, most of them dealing with some
aspect of the migrant experience of Jews coming to
Australia. It attempts to depict the inevitable problems
of adjustment — the separate influences that act upon
the parent generation and the child, leading to their in-
creasing distance from one another; the influences that
lead the individual to be caught between two cultures,
Hellas and Jerusalem. It attempts, too, to raise the
issues of faith after the Holocaust, of the purpose of
survival as seen by some of the protagonists (for exam-
ple, the impulse through memoir or poetry to serve as
witness to what has been). The traumas of intermar-
riage are touched upon as are other human issues of
particular interest to the author — those setting belief
against reason, those setting belief, reason and the
vagaries of emotion one against the other, and the

three-way split between the elements of free will, deter-
minism and chance that govern the world.

What has been attempted in this article is to pre-
sent a bird's-eye view of what Australian Jewish writers
of fiction have produced over the past forty years.
Some worthy works have had to be passed over — for
example, Yetta Rothberg's short evocative novella
“Thousands of Years Through the Eyes of a Child”’
(1980), the non-fictional autobiographical works of
Matylda Engelman, “Journey Without End”’ (1977) and
“End of the Journey’’ (1979), Maria Lewitt's ‘‘Come
Spring” (1980), and Sheva Glas-Wiener's ““Children of
the Ghetto” (1982), and the historical novel by Gedaliah
Shaiak, “Force and Defiance” (1982).

}Nhat writing will emerge from the Jewish com-
munity in Australia is anyone’s guess. This writer is op-
timistic. As.editor of the Melbourne Chronicle, he gets
to meet with many people who are either actively
writing or who aspire to write. Some of the work is very
sound indeed, some is still raw. But, to risk sounding
rhetorical, the spark of creativity is glowing. It is for the

community at large to appreciate, nurture, encourage
and respond to it.

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

Technologically we are up there among the stars —
emotionally we are way back with the apes.

My hand was steady as | dialled — shaking hands are
usually either a form of expression or the sign of very old age.
So my hands were steady, but inside | was quaking, my guts
were turning over and my feet turned to ice as always in times
of stress.

The phone rang a few times, the receiver was lifted at the
other end. The beeps hammered wildly in my ears, then a calrp
wvoice said: “Shalom.” It was not the voice of my friend, so it
could only have been Orli. She sounded grown up and collected
and very near; as though she were right here in Melbourne
instead of thousands of miles away.

It was too fast. | needed the operator’s voice and the usual
formalities of placing a long-distance call to bridge a little the
impossible gap which separated me from Shalva, my best
friend. Yet | found | was able to say very calmly: “Can | speak
to Shalva, please?” Orli said politely (Shalva has always been
very particular about her children’s manners), “One moment,
please.” Evidently, she had not understood the import of the
beeps, because there now ensued a long pause. | coyld see
Shalva taking her time about getting out of bed, asking her
daughter who and what about, perhaps groping around for her
dressing gown, though at the end of September the wea_ther
would still be quite hot. | reproached myself, as the precious
minutes ticked away, for not having said who and where from,
for having given in to the temptation to pretend that | was there
and not here and that this was an ordinary phone call on an
ordinary Monday morning in Israel.

In fact, it was late Monday afterncon in Melbourne, | had
not seen her for eight long years, and we wrote rarely and
progressively less, though it was undisputed between us that
we were still each other’s best friend.

| was on the verge of hanging up, when at last she said:
“Yes.”

. Lilian Barnea
Lilian Barnea is author of “Reported Missing”,

“Shalva? It'’s me. | have been waitin

“Shoshi!! Where are you!”

“No, no,” | said. “Il am here in Melbourne. W, ;
new system,” | _babbled, “you simply ) di:Iha;/e #hls
numbers . . . Just like that, imagine, can you imagine! Yew
simply dial!” | had no words for what | wanted 1ol

g and waiting!”

to
a new kind of astronaut, travelling backwards and fzar&alrgvalsl
at once in time and emotion. “It's called ISD;” | said, “ aI
takes a few seconds.” - "It only

She must have been feeling the same. “Shoshit How ARE
you?”

She sounded OK, so | mustered the courage to .
before | could change my mind. “How is Uri?ngEaE'E ?S‘"'fg%

Immediately she understood. “He’s here” she said QUieti
“he’s stationed in the country, he has a low profile, he’s 'earniny'
computers.” g

The last time | saw Uri, Shalva's nineteen-year-old son h
had been eleven and puny, with some kind of nasty b'aci
ailment. The back ailment had gradually improved and dearey
up, resulting, it would seem, in the blessed ‘low profile’ o
expression new to me in this context), which was keeping Uri
safely in the country and out of Lebanon.

| said: “Oh, | see,” very casually, omitting to mention that
| had been lying awake for nights, pondering the situation,
agonizing, and also thinking about my best friend’s son, Urj.
Was he alive or dead? Was he whole or wounded?

Was he blameless? Or . . . or was he implicated?

The last time | saw Uri, he was playing ball with my Ron
down in the boulevard. It was just prior to our departure, we
were about to leave for the airport, | urged Ron to come, to
hurry, and Uri shouted: “One last kick! Why don't yoy fet him
have one last kick!” He sounded furious, he was desolate, |
was taking away his best friend. To make of him — whar? f3y
what right? “One last kick, Shoshana!” Uri had screamed at
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me, and later, at the airport, when told by Shalva to say goodbye
to aunt Shosh, he shook my hand politely, averted his face from
my kiss, and said with disdain and cold finality: “Good-bye
Shoshana, bon voyage.” | had baby-sat him and changed his
nappies dozens of times, | wanted, more than anything just
then to embrace him, to explain, to vindicate myself, but | didn't;
and now Uri was nineteen, had a low profile and was learning
computers in the amry.

“And how is Ron?” Shalva said. “What is he doing?”

Shalva and | on the Tel-Aviv seashore, our stomaches high
and proud with our unborn sons. Happy. Shameless. Giggling.
Ogling a fatso with a protruding belly, doubling over with
exuberant, cruel laughter: “Hey, look, that guy is pregnant, too!”

“Ron is fine,” | said. “He is at university, he’s studying
medicine.”

“Medicine?” Shalva said. “That’s wonderful. He always was
a clever boy.” There was, in the way she said this, the faintest
tinge of acid, but then | may have been imagining. | have
become overly sensitive. “We have too many doctors here,”
Shalva said, and she sighed.

“We too,” | said, and then too quickly: “I mean, there are
too many doctors here, too.” And |, too, sighed.

A longish pause followed my slip, the gap between us had
suddenly become a chasm and yawned hugely. The precious
seconds ticked away. This phone call was going to cost me a
fortune.

“This phone call is going to cost you a fortune,” Shalva
said. “Shoshi! SHOSHI! How ARE you? How is everyone? When
will you come? | miss you so! You know you are always welcome
to stay with us!”

“I miss you, too. Terribly. Maybe I'll come next year. Next
year, for sure. | won't postpone it any longer! Right now, it's
one thing after another. Harvey is working too hard, as usual.
And it’s Sami’s last year at school. You know.”

“I know,” Shalva said. “Don’t | know! It’s Orli’s last year
at school too. So much work! Never ending. Well, at least we
are indispensable. Indispensable middle-aged ladies. Do you
believe it?” She giggled. “Remember when we were pregnant?
Remember that time on the beach?”

There have always been frequent-flashes of telepathy
between us.

“l remember,” | said. | giggled, too, and the tension melted.
“I love you, Shalva,” | said.

“l love you too, Shoshi. Write!”
“You too, write! Write more often! Oh, Shalva! Shalva!”

“Shalom, Shoshi,” Shalva said. “And remember, whatever
happens, no matter what, nothing must ever change between
us”

“Shalom, Shalva. Shalom,” | said, and | hanged up dizzy
with gladness, tears streaming down my cheeks, but that night,
tossing and turning, unable to fall asleep, | could not help
wondering, much as | hated to, whether Shalva would still be
my best friend if Uri didn’t happen to have a low profile.

GRANDPA GREEN

The bell rings and we all rush out of the school
buildings in joyful greeting of the holidays. | would
always wait for Nicky so that we could walk home
together. We lived in the same block of flats, we sat in
the same classroom and even shared each other’s lun-
ches.

“Tomorrow is Good Friday,"’ Nicky said, ‘‘and I'm
gonna get lots of chocolate eggs and icing eggs and
rabbits and all.”” She was telling me what she and her
family did for Easter. It sounded good.

During the day, our teacher took us to the Church
across the road from our school. We had to be quiet in-
side while a priest told us about Jesus and how he died
to save us from all our sins. | didn’t understand all of
what he said, but the story was sad.

“Are you a Christian?”’ Nicky asked me as we
stomped through the leaves piled up in the gutter. Fun-

ny how all the leaves die at once; browns, reds and
yellows; people don’t die the same.

I felt silly. ““What is a Christian?"’ | couldn’t really
answer her question if | didn't know what she
meant.She explained. ‘A Christian has Easter eggs and
Christmas presents.’’ Nicky was excited for the Sunday
when the bunny would bring eggs.

I thought it out aloud. Yep! My Daddy’s Mummy
brings us Easter eggs and Christmas presents. | sup-
pose | must be a Christian, just like you, hey!” Her ex-
citement became mine, and we each promised the
other some chocolate from our weekend booties.

On Sunday Grandma came with presents and
kisses for all. Mummy’s Daddy didn’t come. He never
came.
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By Kim Baker

““Mum, are we Christians? . . . Mum?’’ She pro-
bably did not hear me.

The chocolate was all eaten.

I was walking home by myself this time. Nicky was
sick — of chocolate no doubt — so | sang some rhymes
to myself and ran a stick along the fences. It made such
a beaut noise! Daddy’s car was in the car-port. How
funny for Daddy to be home so early. Did he have a sur-
prise for me? Yes; he met me at the stairs.

“Your Mummy is not very well, so you go to your
room and keep quiet so that she may rest.”” It seemed
like hours. | drew some pictures to cheer Mummy up. |
could hear her crying in the next room and felt sad for
her. | drew some pictures to cheer me up.

| remember it all very well. It was a strange mo-
ment in my childhood, for quickly it was to disappear.

That day my mother’s father had died. Mum had
spoken in strange words that afternoon. She was
mumbling the littleHebrew she had left. Dad didn’t
know what to do. This death evoked a sorrow he had
never seen; not for one person, but for millions in one.

The first time, thereafter, Mum spoke to me, was
to give me a necklace. She had a new one also. | had
never seen it before; a gold star of two triangles, one in-
verted and superimposed upon the other. Mine was
silver. The necklaces were both from Grandpa. So
strange. This silver star haunted me; a gift from a dead
grandfather, a grandfather | knew little of, saw little of,
but who was to haunt this star and suddenly come to
life in Mum's stories and talks with me.

Mum brought home many old Grandpa things that
she had always loved. Some paintings and vases; so
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many pieces from countries and years I'd never known.
Mum would tell about the Chinese vases and how the
elaborate enamel work was painstakingly done; she
would explain the paintings and show me Grandpa’s
photos with exciting stories about him. There were pic-
tures of him flying a bi-plane; | saw some of the surgical
instruments and artificial limbs he designed; he painted,
collected, wrote and studied. Grandpa became my
superhero. | grew to love the smell of his Grandpa
things, and his favourite green; | still call it “’Grandpa
green”’.

| lingered and became trapped in his letters and
books. So many books! ‘“Auschwitz”’, “The Star of
David”, “The Jewish People’”’, ““The Table of The
Law”, “Israel”; things that | could read. Many,
however, | could not read for the strange up-side-down
lettering. Mum couldn’t read it either, but she knew it.
“Hebrew”, she said, and explained how it is read back-
to-front. She showed me her *‘Children’s Haggadah’’
and the pictures that changed if you pulled the tabs.
Again there was Hebrew, but alongside | read English.

And so | started my journey with the story of the
Exodus. Easter became Pesach, and Grandma, who is

so much a good Christian, would bring even more
chocolate eggs. My brother still loves them.

| discovered more books. Books in the libraries
about the camps, the exiles and of hope. Grandpa went
into exile. Rebellion against Orthodoxy so my mother
said. But he returned. Where are you Grandpa? Who
are you? This strange up-side-down, back-to-front
writing appeared on certificates, parchment and silver
cases. More questions, more magnets; | must learn it.
How can | find Grandpa without knowing his secret

code? Even Mum had forgotten the code, so she could
not help me.

| continued the journey on my own.

A classmate asked me, ““Are you Jewish?’’ | felt
awkward answering her. How can | when, even after
centuries of travelling, | have yet to find Grandpa? What
does it mean, “to be a Jew'’? | sometimes dare to
answer, “‘Yes"”, but technically it is lying, yet to answer
“No”, is lying also; to Grandpa inside Mum inside me.

Is that where you are Grandpa?

Here all the time?

A PROFILE ON SARAH SAARONI, A SCULPTOR

1983 marks a turning point in Sarah Saaroni’s life. Her
sculptures are presently being displayed in the foyer of the
Melbourne Concert Hall. Quite an achievement for an artist
whose talent lay dormant till it came to fruition two years ago.

Sarah was born in 1926 in Lublin. Even as a child she
wanted to sculpt and used to carve figures in bark and wood.

Her life was drastically transformed with the beginning of the
Second World War.

In 1942, she was sent to Germany as a Pole. It was an
act of desperation and love on the part of her parents who hoped
that by taking this step, they were giving their child a chance

to survive. She has survived but not without many horrific
experiences.

She returned to Poland after the war, but left soon after,
realising there was no one left from her family. She sailed illegally
for Israel where she wanted to study art. Her plans were cut
short by the unrest, followed by the War of Independence. She
joined and fought in the ranks of the Hagana.

Once the situation had stabilised, Sarah married and lived
with her husband and two children in Israel till the end of 1953
when she and her family joined her brother in Australia. After
years of struggle, only when the children became independent,
Sarah allowed her life-long dream to re-emerge.

She joined pottery classes in 1981, but it proved
unsatisfactory. She arranged a few lessons with Karl Duldig and
Yvonne Goodman and then started to work on her figures.

In 1982, she was awarded the 1st Prize sponsored by the
Australian Native Association at the Royal Melbourne Show.

Her sculptures are displayed at the Manyung and Squigg|
Gum Art Galleries, e viane sy

Sarah works in clay and terracota. These are her favourite
medium. The majority of her work depict the pre-war Jewish
characters. She works with love, understanding and inner feeling.

Her figures are full of life. The gestures, the facial expressions
are all there, even the philosophy of life.

Apart from the Jewish theme, Sarah creates many figures
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Maria Lewitt
taken from Australian life, including the eighteen piece orchestra
presently displayed at the Concert Hall.

Sarah Saaroni is a very prolific sculptor. Her imagination,

her sharp eye for details, devotion, energy and trust in her
vocation constitutes a true and talented artist.
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Book Review

HOW THE WEST WAS WON

John Laffin “The P.L.O. Connections”, Corgj, p.174, $3.95

It was with some reluctance that an editorial in “The
Australian” of April 13, 1983, had to admit that despite the
moderate visage presented by the P.L.O. organisation in recent
years, a major part in this umbrella organisation supported the
annihilation of the State of Israel and the creation of a
Palestinian state in the whole of the territory which comprised
the former British mandated Palestine — the area now
encompassed by Israel and Jordan. It has been Mr. Yasser
Arafat’s own Al Fatah organisation, “generally regarded as the
most moderate of P.L.O. affiliates” which had refused to
enfranchise King Hussein to speak for the Palestinians on
matters put forward by the Reagan Plan. Had the writer of this
editorial read John Laffin’s “The P.L.O. Connections” he would
not have been surprised as to the outcome of the Arafat/King
Hussein discussions. He might even have been able to predict
an assassination such as that of Dr. Issam Sartawi at the
Socialist International in Portugal, responsibility for which was
claimed by that section of the terrorist organisation led by Sabri
Khali Bana better known as Abu Nidal.

Laffin’'s purpose is to show how a body which has
manufactured and exported murder and mayhem, has tricked
the West into believing its organisation is respectable. His
passion is with the Palestinian people whom he feels have
suffered greatly. The object of his anger is the P.L.O. which he
claims has kept not only the Palestinian Arabs but the Arab
nations as well in terrorised subjection. He argues that many
in this most wealthy and best-equipped terror organisation of
all times, do not have the welfare of the Palestinians at heart.
The demise of Israel is but a staging post for the radicalisation
of the whole Middle East. Laffin brings his personal knowledge
of the peoples and geography of the Middle East to buttress
his argument.

Despite its bloody history, which the author succinctly
chronicles, numerous significant personages in the West have
been very willing to grant legitimacy to the P.L.O. and its claims
that it is the underdog in the conflict with a racist Jewish state
and that Israel has been the rock on which Palestinian rights
have foundered. The P.L.O. leadership, as Laffin points out, has
heeded the advice of its supporters in the West and has
selectively projected itself in individual countries in a manner
designed to extract maximum results. Academics, journalists,
churchmen, politicians, and gullible tertiary students, have been
targeted successfully and cultivated by. the soft-sell approach.
The appropriate body language, sexploitation of certain Western
women, the payment of research expenses, the establishment
of pseudo-academic journals and institutions, have all been well
used to propagate P.L.O. sentiments. The Vatican connections
have proved bountiful, culminating in Arafat’s meeting with Pope
Paul, while Arafat’s antics at the United Nations provided him
with the ultimate forum.

The Arabs’ advocacy of a West Bank Palestinian state was
hardly heard prior to 1967, a period during which, Laffin
emphasises, it would have been relatively simple to establish
such an entity.

*Rodney Gouttman lectures in the Department of Politics & Sociology of Education
at the South Australian College of Advanced Education.
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Rodney Gouttman

Israel’s push into Lebanon of June 13, 1982, may have
dispersed the P.L.O’s militia, but its wealth and structures remain
intact. The love-hate relationship between the P.L.O. and the
Arab nations has not changed. Indeed, the Arab nations’ refusal
to come to the aid of the P.L.O. in Lebanon will only exacerbate
that organisation’s desire for vengeance. Thus, through the fear
of reprisal, the Arab nations, especially the conservative ones
will be more than ever feel obligated to do the P.L.O!s bidding
both diplomatically and financially. The fact that both the West’s
trade growth and its financial institutions are profoundly affected
by Arab governments’ attitudes, means that the P.L.O. will
continue to gain access to the top echelons of decision-making
and to the world’s public platforms. Thus, while P.L.O. terror
such as the bombing of Israel’s Consulate in Sydney continues,
the respectability of this organisation can in fact escalate.
Because the P.L.O. is factionalised, it can use the strategy of
claiming that the terror is only being caused by a fringe element
of its body politic, while the rest remains conciliatory. Only when
the P.L.O. is asked to face Israel does conciliation dissipate in
an assassin’s bullet or bomb.

Laffin’s book is a reminder of the real politic in the Middle
East and the poverty of analysis and nerve extant in the West.
Anyone who engages in debates on the Arab/lsrael conflict
would be well advised to have Laffin’s concise paperback in his
or her backpocket.

PERCEPTION

Joy Beaudette Cripps

Elusive

as the will o’ the wisp
soul-searching

freudian territory

fortified with tools
of self-deception
deceiving as the mirage

Camels shimmer strung across the skyline
over the sand-hills

eyes unveiled see
sand-glass filtering to nothingness:

But should scales of cause and effect
bring forth truth
as a many faceted diamond
reflecting the you in me —
each a part of the whole perception.
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MISCELLANEA

A book dealing with an act of wartime Jewish resistance
against the German army has recently come to hand. This is
Shalom Cholawski’s “Soldiers from the Ghetto: The First
Uprising Against the Nazis” (Barnse & Co., 1980). Born in Lida,
Poland, in 1914, Cholawski grew up in nearby Nisvizh, was
educated in Vilna, and subsequently became Principal of
Hebrew Schools in Eastern Poland. During the German
occupation, he became one of the main organisers of the
underground in the local ghetto and a leader of the armed
uprising against the Nazis. He also organised a clandestine
Hebrew school in the ghetto to ensure the continuation of the
practices of Jewish life there. A survivor of the uprising, he
subsequently became a commander in the partisan movement
in the forests of Bielorussia. After the war, he became head
of the Soldiers’, Fighters’ and Pioneers’ Survivors Association,
and produced a work on the Jewish Underground in Western
Bielorussia during the Holocaust. “Soldiers from the Ghetto”
is Cholawski’s memoir of the war and uprising and resistance
among the partisans.

* * *

With the increasing recognition and acceptance that
Australia is a multicultural society, the Victorian Parliament has
established the Ethnic Affairs Commission which has, as its
basic aim the active and full participation by ethnic communities
in Government. It is an attempt to establish a representative
body of ethnic communities directly accountable to the Minister
of Ethnic Affairs and Government.

Its more specific objects are:

1) to achieve full participation of ethnic groups in the

community in the social, economic, cultural and political life
of the community;

2) to ensure access of ethnic groups to services made
available by governmental or other bodies;

3) to ensure that all ethnic groups in the community can
retain and express their social identity and cultural inheritance;

4) to promote co-operation between bodies concerned with
ethnic affairs;

5) to promote unity of ethnic groups in the community; and

_ 6) to promote a better understanding of ethnic groups
within the community.

Submissions and enquiries may be made through the

Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission, 232 Victoria Parade, East
Melbourne, 3002.

* * *

The same recognition of the multicultural nature of Australia

has prompted the production recently of two separate
publications:

1) _"Diversity and Diversion: an annotated bibliography of
Australian Ethnic Minority Literature”, edited by Peter Lumb
and Anne Hazell (Hodja Educational Resources Co-operatiive
Ltd., 1983, $10.00). Its aim is, to cite the editors, to make
a (;ontrctgutlon to education for a multicultural society through
hmghtenmg the awareness of Australian people about the novels,
short stories, biographies and autobiographies of Australian
migrant authors. Although primarily directed at teachers of
literature and of English and at librarians, it is nonetheless a
val.ugble volume for any reader/researcher interested in the
writings of migrants to Australia who have acquired English
as a second language and are now making their contribution
to Australia’s literary culture. A fuller review of this book is
planned for the next issue of the “Melbourne Chronicle”.

2) Meaniin,Volume 42, No. 1, March 1983, is sub-titled
“Immigration and Culture”, and deals, inter alia, with the works
of Greek, Italian, Jewish, Polish and Aboriginal writers in
Australia. It gives space to articles on migrant women writers,
the Aborigines and the Chinese in Australian history, as well
as the broader issues of multiculturalism, multilingualism, and
migrant art in this country. Fiction, poetry and graphics by ethnic
artists add colour and range to this latest issue.

For readers of the “Melbourne Chronicle”, of most specific
interest is Pam Maclean’s feature “Jewish Migration in the
Twenties: A Jewish Pioneering Tradition in Australia?” which
deals with attempts at land settlement by Jews, particularly
in Shepparton and Berwick. It is significant that many of the
sources for Ms Maclean’s study are in Yiddish, there being, to-
date, relatively little recent study of this phase of Australian
Jewish history, although such neglect is at present undergoing
redemption of a kind through the undertaking of the exploration
of Jews on the land by a researcher in Sydney.

* %

As a result of oversight, the author of the text of Leon
Wolowski’s “Memories of the Shtetl: Sculptures of Leon
Wolowski”, reviewed in the “Melbourne Chronicle”, March-April,
1983 was omitted. The writer of the text is Abraham Cykiert,
well-known Melbourne Yiddish poet and lecturer.

WOMAN IN A SHAWL

Joan Ackland

Familiar
This shrill cacophony of market chatter.
And yet her eyes carve uncommunication. Hers
Shrewd fear: the watchfulness, the ever-critical stare
Of bafflement; mute and uncomprehending days
Walled up in mourning black —
Inconed adulthood — and the rectitude
Of wisdom handed down; the rules; the silences
Engulfing as the endless gulf of seas
That hold apart the Macedonian snow,
The rabble laughter lacing island quays,
The whitwashed caution of close villages
ot as young blood.
: yodng Watching a chilq
Reach to forbidden fruit she smllgs
Transfixed; then flickers back to I_ude
Within her shawled dark anonymity
A jangling, teeming hoard of memory —
The young ghost at her side.
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STONY VALLEY

| was a little girl in a bright red coat with peaked hood.
In it, my head swathed in flannel and my hands thrust deep
between the bloody slits of gaping pockets, | was a dwarf or
gargoyle. | wore it most everywhere, especially when walking
with my parents the narrow road through Stony Valley.

One afternoon my mother was ill and confined to her bed,
so my father and | walked alone to Stony Valley. The route was
besmirched with a gritty layer of ashcoloured gravel which
crunched and crackled beneath my shoes. At intervals along
the road, large grey boulders and sharply-pointed rocks thrust
rudely from the ground or jutted like the teeth of mountain
beasts from the valley walls. .

As afternoon wore on and daylight waned these rocks clung
to the lingering sunlight and so appeared to reach from their
encasements to the sky; glittering ferociously in the sunset as
though grappling with approaching nightfall. Then they formed
a brilliant array of defiance soon to be enshrouded, cutting
terrible figures against the horizon. Among them were granite
columns which stabbed like index fingers at the sky, stony faced
lions with flaming manes and fangs bared to the clouds and
rough pillars of hooded bandits, insidiously faceless, towering
menacingly above.

It was best to pass quickly and not let one’s gaze rest too
long on the granite shapes lest they suddenly come to life and
topple from their pedestals. After dark | was sure those frozen
statues loped across the valley to prey on unfortunate wanderers
or abandoned children. Then they hurried to resume their places
before the first probing rays of dawn.

For the most part, | rode on my father’s shoulders as | was
only a child of four and had not the length of legs to carry me
far. This troubled me somewhat because in the event of those
boulders assuming life, | would not be able to run so fast and
might be devoured by pursuing mountain monsters. At any rate,
no such disaster had yet occurred and | felt this was due to
not tarrying along the way but passing quickly with some
semblance of respect for the landscape.

This day, with my mother sick at home and my father and -

| venturing the lonely road, | felt something was terribly wrong.
The roadside boulders had assumed with uncanny deviousness
the guise of crouched caped men doubled over in terror, their
unseen faces clutched fearfully between stony hands.

Somehow, a strange lady with a black perambulator had
intercepted us on the road. She greeted us warmly, neglecting
to tend her pram while she pursed her lips and embraced my
father. Now the two of them dallied by the roadside, pointing
at orchids which grew in the dust and speaking in subdued
voices, words not intended for my ears. | stood patiently by my
father but felt somehow removed from my body as if to view
myself from a distance — as though | too were a protrusion
of granite at the skyline, silently watching for movement below.
Along the road an occasional eruption of vulgar pothole lay in
smouldering wait of some unsuspecting foot to fall and sink
knee deep in a catchment of brown dust.

| was a little girl in red coat with peaked hood. In it, | was
dwarf or gargoyle. This coat was sent to me by my grandmother.
She had written on a note that came with the parcel, ‘and to
you my darling grand-daughter | am sending a lovely red jacket’.

Something was wrong. A small red figure moved slowly
on the dusty road trailing a stick through the dirt. She completed

igi published in a_different version in “Paper Children’, an
%ﬂgyﬁgunmmmhsmmgm after winning a
place in 1980 McGregor Literary Competition.

Melbourne Chronicle

Avital Nathani

a rough circle around a black perambulator which sat irritatingly
motionless on the road. Every now and then she would drop
her stick and run to the side of the pram, then, standing on
her tiptoes and placing her hands on the edge, she would peer
cautiously inside. It was empty.

Nearby, a man and a woman stood talking earnestly and
in hushed voices as though the valley itself might overhear. A
backdrop of glowering rocks craned forward imperceptibly. The
woman wore her hair tied firmly in a knot at the back of her
head. A silver pendant flashed against a sunburnt neck.

Did my mother know about this other lady? My father and
| had been walking alone. She came from the opposite direction
pushing a battered pram along the gravel. Inside was a sick
son with all his arms and legs in plaster. She glid towards my
father with outstretched arms, whispering hoarsely, ‘Dubi, Dubi,
Dubi’.

Was she saying goodbye? Good. | hoped she was saying
goodbye and taking her perambulator with her.

The small figure in red had begun gently rocking the pram
but there was no sound or movement from within. Maybe the
baby had fallen on the road to be drowned in a dustfilled
pothole, or rolled in its plaster casing to the side of the road
where it was mistaken for a rock by its mother. Perhaps the
two of them, my father and this other lady had abandoned
the baby, in which case it was soon to be devoured by mountain
monsters.

The rocks cut sharp against a dazzling blue sky, a
smouldering of vengeful seraphs poised to strike. The two adults
ceased talking. They now paced back and forth over a stretch
of road, their heads bent low to scan the gravel while their feet
kicked at rocks as if to prise out some lost article — a wedding
ring, a silver pendant, a baby perhaps.

The first time | saw the baby all swaddled in plaster | asked
would it be alright and they had replied, yes it would be fine.
But now as three figures stood in the dust at Stony Valley, |
knew the baby had died. Wrathful angels told me so.

A strange lady had floated over gravel and a silver pendant
flashed in the sunlight. Her arms were outstretched to my father.

‘Hello Dubi, she whispered.

‘Hello Orna’

‘How is Uri?’ she asked. Her eyes were red and watery.
‘Uri is fine.

‘And how is Naomi?’ she asked. Her eyes were very puffy.
‘Naomi is fine, he said.

Then she want away with her pram and cried. We came
home for lunch.

‘What is lettuce? Are we having lettuce for lunch?’
‘No, we are having letters for lunch.

He makes me so mad when he says we are having letters
for lunch, when really we are having lettuce. My mother washes
lettuce in the sink and asks, ‘How is Orna?’

‘Orna is fine, he says.

Occasionally my parents and | would visit that lady. Her
name was Orna and | did not like to visit, firstly because we
had to walk through Stony Valley and secondly she had the
ashcoloured face of one stricken with grief. She had watery red
eyes; the whites streaked with cracked red fissures like bloodied
broken glass. Two eyeballs jumped nervously about the room,
never quite settling on any one object but daring back and forth
— as though behind the irises, two wingclipped birds fluttered
in distress. When she spoke, spittle sometimes collected at the
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corner of her mouth and trickled over the lip. Finally, she had
a baby son with arms and legs swathed in plaster.

Orna was married to Uri. He was a friend of my father,
but being a film-maker, he was always in some other part of
the country. For this reason Orna had red eyes. And for this
reason my mother also did not like to visit.

On arriving at her house, | would be put in a room with
the sick baby while the adults took coffee in the lounge. The
baby lay in a wooden pen on the lino floor. | stood by the pen
and stared through the bars, my hooded gargoyle face gaping
with horror at what | saw. The baby was crippled and could
hardly crawl as plastered bandages covered almost every part
of its body. | was reminded of a crusty dungbeetle, straining
to ooze itself through the cracks of a flaking shell. Even more
appalling was when it made no movement at all, for then it
lay like a bundle of plaster, its head a lifeless protrusion of rock
on the floor of its cage.

I put my hands to my face and peered through the cracks
of my fingers. Then | was a crouched, caped gargoyle doubled
over in terror, my hooded head clutched fearfully in dwarfish
hands. | held my breath and made no sound.

Raised voices rang from the living-room. Orna was arguing
with my parents. She spilt her coffee and began shouting at
my mother. This happened often when we visited. A door
slammed and Orna strode quickly into the playroom. She leant
over the pen and picked up her baby, holding it stiflingly to
her breast. When it made no movement she dropped it to the
floor and ran screaming from the room, clawing wildly at her
hair and wrenching a silver pendant from the chain at her neck.
Her face had crumpled into a ball of wrinkles, almost melting
beneath a wash of tears. She cried that her baby was going
to die and that there was no money for a doctor; that Uri was
in some other part of the country and unless he sent money
for an operation, her son would die.

While my parents tried to comfort Orna, | climbed wickedly
into the pen with the plastered baby. It lay absolutely still. Maybe
it was dead already. Maybe in trying to ascertain whether it was
still alive, | had given it a button to swallow, Perhaps it had
choked. | wondered whether the button was really a pendant
and whether the pendant belonged to my mother — or flashed
on the neck of the other lady.

That afternoon, my mother and | came home but my father
stayed to nurse the baby. | did not like him to be so far away
on the other side of Stony Valley. | had seen crouching caped
figures by the roadside. They waited for nightfall to leap upon
travellers and drag them like animals to the dust. My father
was in danger. | had seen boulders rise grey from the hillside
like crookedly set tombstones, tottering in their graveyard setting.
If Orna’s baby died before sunset, there would be no need for
my father to stay and he could walk home in daylight and safety.
If | thought about it long enough, the baby might just die all
by itself and Dubi would come to us,

Orna had begged us to go to Tel Aviv to find Uri.

‘Uri and Dubi are such good friends, she said to mother,
‘Maybe Dubi can persuade him to come home and ser:{he bab/.:

A bit of spittle had collected
My mother and | did not like to look at this, so we always nodded
in agreement when Orna spoke. It was best not to extend the
conversation or the spittle would start to drip over her lip.
Because of this my mother agreed to g0 to Tel Aviv.

When we arrived at Uri’s flat, Naomi was taking a shower.

at the corner of her mouth.
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She leant against the shower wall while water rushed onto her
back with the violence of a mountain torrent. | stood on the
bathroom tiles and melted into the porcelain blue of a wash
basin. A thick cloud of steam rose up before my eyes and my
pores were drenched with heat.

Naomi drew aside the shower curtain and stretched her

arm through the mist so that it wavered like a huge white feather
before my face.

Thunderclaps of shower water had me swimming like a
seahorse on the tiles. Naomi’s extended arm was a swan'’s neck
bobbing on ocean waves, her reddened fingernails a blaze of
salamanders dancing in the rain. Naomi talked and laughed
and gurgled beneath the torrent. She asked me to pass the
soap but I could not hear her words through the pelting rain.
1 did not see the slippery soap at the wash basin or how she
was trying to reach it. | saw only the flaming nail polish glisten
luridly through the storm.

I knew this was something to do with being an unmarried
woman and at the same time a girlfriend. This was difficult
to understand. Uri had a wife of his own but she was at Stony
Valley minding the baby. Instead, Naomi was here taking a
shower with red colour on her nails. | was only four years old
but | felt something was very wrong. | remembered Orna’s
bloodshot eyes and wondered that these blazing nails were the
cause of her tears. Orna’s tears were here too, clinging like
dewdrops to the bathroom walls and washing the tiles with
grief. And it was the laughing Naomi in the shower, turning
the taps with tear-splattered, bloodstained hands,

Orna had come to my father with outstretched arms
whispering hoarsely, ‘How is Uri?’

‘Uri is fine’

‘And how is Naomi?’

‘Naomi is fine,’ he said. A dying sun spluttered behind the
pinnacles of Stony Valley. | decided | did not like Naomi so much,

Later we sat eating cake and taking tea. Uri was wedged
firmly between the arms of a mock-leather chair with his legs
crossed beneath a nightshirt. Its folds fell in a travesty of open
mouths and winking dimples at his lap. Naomi stood behind
him, rubbing his neck. Wet curls clung like paste to her brow,
Her nails laughed like rubies as they moved over Uri’s neck.

| sat between my parents but felt somehow removed as
-if viewing myself from a distance.

. . four years old pulled the hood of a jacket
overﬁel;tgeef lar:1:1)fwhisered wickedly in her mothen:’s ear, ".A‘Sk
them to give me more cake’ But her mothqr wasn't Ilstem_ng,
Instead she cast her eyes blankly out the window. SO.ITlelhln‘g
was wrong. A puddle of darkpess s.eeped over the wundqws.u
and glid surreptitiously to Uri’s chair where it swarmed like a
flexing of cats’ tails, hankering for his feet. The gargoyle in red
suit watched breathless and silent.

My father explained to Uri that we came only at Orna's
reques)tl. Things were very bad with his son and_L!ru should send
money for an operation. At least he should visit Orna. There
wasn’t much time — our family would have to leave Tel Aviv
soon.

Uri shifted his feet uncomfortably against his chair and
folds of nightshirt rippled into peals of mirthless faughter. There
was a moment of awkwardness. The telephone rang,
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‘You answer it Dubi, Uri said to my father. Dubi lifted the
receiver and listened intently.

‘It's Orna. She’s very upset.’ Uri took the extended phone
and we all heard Orna’s voice ring through the receiver.

“You killed him! You killed your own son. Too much of a
stingy bastard to send some money and now your son lies dead
and you're the one who murdered him.

Uri dropped the phone and stared frozenly into the room.
Then drawing his knees up to his chin and burying his face
deep in the hollow of his lap, he became a crouched caped
man doubled over in terror; his head clutched fearfully between
trembling hands. Naomi towered above, faceless as stone.

A little girl laughed and four adults immediately became
four bleak blocks of petrified granite waiting for the sun to set.
My mother’s gaze remained fixed to the window. The outside
light was fading fast and a portentous shadow clung to the
glass by a slipping hold of cat’s claws. Greyness dripped
sluggishly over the carpet. Uri began bleating softly. A hooded
figure gaped.

Uri was taking the car to be with Orna. Naomi sat next
to him in the front. | sat with my parents at the back. With
my nose to the glass and my eyes prised wide, | watched the
night limbo of Stony Valley race by. Starshine glinted warningly
through the eyelets of nightwatch seraphs. A white arc of
feathers swept over our roof. In the blackness | was worried
about potholes and fancied | heard the squeak of turning
perambulator wheels as they followed our car. A silver pendant
flashed in the moonlight. Orna stood at her doorway and flung
her arms wide.

‘Uri, I'm so glad you've come, she blurted, ‘and Naomi
| have wanted to meet you for so long; so very very long’

She threw her arms enthusiastically around the speechless
rival and hugged her tightly.

‘Dubi and Rivka too, what a lovely surprise. And | musn’t
forget the little one, she said all the while vigorously patting
my head. ‘Come inside, | am sure you all want to see the baby.

For a moment they were all stunned. | pulled my head away
from Orna’s thumping palm. She had lied to trick Uri into
coming and now in her excitement, had apparently forgotten
the frantic telephone call to Tel Aviv. We trooped diligently over
the threshhold.

Uri played with the baby and left some money. Soon they
would be taking the plaster off and one day his son would walk
just like me. Everyone was happy now because the baby was
alright. Even Orna smiled and waved and blew spitty kisses
as we got into the car.

I sat in my mother's lap and tugged her hair to tell her
something important.

_‘I thought Orna’s baby was going to die. My mother
whispered in my ear, ‘No, everything is fine’

‘Yes, | whispered back, ‘The angels lied! My mother bent
her head a little closer and said, ‘Everything is turning out fine
for your birthday! -

‘Am | having a birthday?’

‘But of course, tomorrow you will be five’ Naomi turned
around to face us and said, ‘Perhaps we will buy you a new
jacket!

| thought then, that Naomi wasn’t so bad after all. Later
we came inside. | turned five and my father’s friend made films.
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John De Marco

A seed
seeks to grow
into a plant worthy of notice

A flowing river
seeks to move
toward the sea

A man

seeks to nurture himself
and find peace

with the tortures

that beguile his feelings

Torn this way

by ambition

and that way

by love and human compassion
he seeks a medium

a way of communication

His will controlled by his nature
in the same way

that a seed seeks to grow

and a river seeks to move
towards the sea

John De Marco

| would like to write a poem
of life and death
and love and war
of human decay

. and regeneration

| want to express

the soul of man

in words

to show the meaning
of our minds

But | am scared
lest in the process
| fail

and lie beaten

in the gutter
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Goldy’s
COFFEE LOUNGE AND RESTAURANT
CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000
(opposite Victoria Hotel)

For bookings phone: 63-1034

Props.
Mr. & Mrs. A. GOLDBERG 0P 2798) 002N 1IN 8WPS apmsniaes

S. ERLICH Pty. Ltd.

Importers — Manufacturers — Distributors of

FOOTWEAR

563 Victoria Street, Abbotsford, Vic. 3067

Telephone: 42-0758
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