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EDITORIAL

READ AND
LET READ

Serge Liberman

At the International Booksellers’ Federation Con-
vention held in Melbourne in March 1981, the Prime
Minister Mr. J. M. Fraser said:

“For serious thought — for sustained and
complex argument — the book has no equal. |
believe that books will never be surpassed or
replaced as the essential foundation for serious
study. It is impossible to reflect in a general way
about books without recognising that they have
provided some of the most decisive influences on
the advances of civilisation, some of the most
powerful expressions of human knowledge and of
human achievement.”’

Within a few months of this, Mr. Fraser's
Treasurer, Mr. John Howard, in bringing down the
Federal Budget for 1981-82, read from his speech:

“In addition, the Government will be bringing
in legislation as soon as practicable to tax, at a rate
of 2% % a range of goods that are now exempt —
such as clothing, footwear, drapery, soft fur-
nishings, manchester; building materials; books,
magazines and newspapers; packaging and wrapp-
ing materials; hand tools; and certain other goods
but not including medicines, food or wine. To the
extent that the goods are covered by over-riding
exemptions applicable to particular industries and
organisations (including governments), they will
retain their exempt status.”

Books, then, those precious things about which
the Prime Minister spoke with such apparent reverence,
are to be taxed. These taxes are estimated to net the
Government a further $6,000,000 to its revenue.

Immediately upon the announcement of this im-
posed levy on written matefia!,. widespread protest
resulting from outrage began. This protest, in the form
of editorials, letters to members of Government, letters
to the press, mass petitions and publicity through pam-
phlets, stickers, badges, postcards and a 104-page
book — '‘Please don't tax books: the case against an
Australian tax on books'' — came not from cranks, Lef-
tists, radicals, strict Laborites, but from such repgtable
bodies as the National Book Council, the Library
Association of Australia, the Australian Society of
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Authors, the Fellowship of Australian Writers, to name
but a few, and from a wide range of academics, artists,
religious leaders and scientists of acknowledged pro-
minence. On an international scale, protests were sent
to the Prime Minister by the International Booksellers’
Federation meeting then in Frankfurt and by the Inter-
national Book Committee of UNESCO.

What have been the points of contention that have
evoked such an across-the-board outcry?

First, the tax imposed on books cuts across the
UNESCO “Florence Agreement” of 1950 which called
for ““the free exchange of ideas and knowledge".
Books, being seen as — if one may quote again Mr
Fraser himself — among “‘the most powerful expres-
sions of human knowledge’’, this tax is, ipso facto, a
““tax on knowledge”. It destroys the free flow of infor-
mation which is rightly regarded as the most vital link in
the transfer of human knowledge from one mind to
another.

Second, while the Government has been praised
for its assistance to literature by grants to writers, sub-
sidies to publishers and printers, protection to copyright
owners, the tax is a retrograde step quite in contradic-
tion to the Government’s support of the Arts. It gives
with one hand while taking away — and taking away
more than it gives, at that — with the other.
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This leads directly to the third issue of contention
— the economic one which, for the Government if not
for everyone else, is what the measure is all about: the
bringing of money into the Commonwealth till.

The aim is to bring in about $6,000,000 for Govern-
ment use. In order to bring in this revenue, it is
estimated that the 2% % tax on books will lead to an ex-
tra burden of $50,000,000 on the reading public, or put
differently will cause an increase of up to 15% in the
retail price of a book. The reason for this “hike’ in the
selling price of a book follows the high expenditures en-
tailed in making the system work. To implement it,
more bureaucratic resources will need to be harnessed
to deal with the increased amount of paper work and
computing time, as well as computer machinery, to
deal with proposed systems of rebate for such exemp-
ted institutions as schools, libraries and government
departments, after these institutions have paid their tax
on book supplies. That the Government is to implement
a measure that is to increase centralised bureaucratic
involvement runs contrary to its very philosophy of pro-
moting the private sector and reduce government in-
terference.

The cost to Government in implementing the
legislation is one element. Put metaphorically, its
measure may be likened to the use of an army to hunt a
fox for the revenue that the sale of fur jackets made
from its fur may bring.

But what of the cost to those in the book trade,
from publisher/distributor down the line to the reader?

Once again, the amount of paperwork entailed
together with the cost of labour to deal with it (the ef-
fect, inevitably more pronounced on the .smaller
dealer), the proliferation of documents, exemption cer-
tificates, duplicates of accounting materials, the added
tax on packaging and wrapping materials, the net
numerical increase in royalties to maintain the usual
$10% of the retail price (now to be inflated) for the
author, the tax to be imposed on revieyv, complln:len—
tary and inspection copies of books untll‘ now provided
free of charge, the inevitably applied addition of the tax
charges to the freight component of the book cost (un-
til now also generally waived in the supply of books to
retailers) all of these cannot help but to increase the
cost to the public of the final product by far more than
the tax levy itself.

This ‘““hike” in price comes at a time when
Australian book prices are already among the highest in
the world. From personal observation stemming from a
recent visit to the United States, this writer can affirm
that a book costing US$12.95 is available in Australia
for A$20.95, or, at the current rate of exchange, the
equivalent of US$23.50. A Penguin edition of a novel by
Patrick White, our very own, costs $US3.95 in the U.s:
and A$5.95 here. And should this not be sufficient to
persuade, any reader may compare the American price
of an imported volume and compare it with the local
price put on the jacket. There may be sound economic
reasons for this — extra administrative costs, sea or air
freight, local distribution, etc. Australia, by Its
remoteness, is already handicapped, but what the tax
will achieve will be to widen the disparities still f_urther
and render books either increasingly less accessible to
- the reader for pure reasons of insufficient funds or
unavailable in this country, leading to secondary subtler
and delayed effects in the reduced acquisition of
knowledge, delayed scientific and intellectual develop-
ment, diminished sophistication, and possibly in the
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retarded development of an identity as an aware,
sophisticated and progressive nation.

Political pride may now prevent the Government
from retreating from its position on this piece of legisla-
tion. It may see such retreat as a sign of weakness and,
thereby, feel that by yielding to public pressure it
establishes a precedent for militancy on other issues.
That argument might wash if the pressure were applied
by small partisan groups. But the legislation has strong
and widespread opposition cutting across all social,
political, religious and cultural groupings. The legisla-
tion, further, has not only immediate effects but rather
long-term ones affecting the character and future of the
nation in which every citizen has a stake. Were the
Government to reverse its intentions, credibility might
be restored to it and to the Prime Minister — whose fine
expressed sentiments would otherwise be reduced to
mere hollow rhetoric and sheer dupery — and faith too
be restored in the possibility that the Gc_wernment does
nurture a vision for the future and identity as a cultured
nation. Ancient Israel, Greece, Rome, medieval Spain,
Enlightenment Europe, 19th Century England might be
remembered to an extent by their “glory” as political
strongmen, but what remains as an enduring heritage is
what came from the minds and creative talents of their
most illustrious men.

At an individual level, there are a number of ways
in which the reader may help resist the implementation
of the sales tax on books, newspapers and journals: and
here the suggestions of the National Book Council are
forwarded:

(1) Tell your friends and colleagues how the tax
will hit them. £

(2) Urge them to join the campaign as well.

(3) Encourage your organisation to participate in
the campaign.

(4) Write to politicians and the media. (One would
add here — write to all politicians, but particularly those
in precarious electorates).

(5) Buy and read “Please don’t tax books: the
case against an Australian tax on books"’.

To slip for the briefest moment into parochialism
the Jewish reader, being by long-standing reputation
**a man of the book”’, should scarcely fail to sympathise
with the campaign against a levy on written material,
The issue may not seem to him to be as important as
some of his other concerns — political, ideological and
social — but none of these concerns can fail to be
touched in some way by a tax on communication.

The Kadimah expresses its thanks
to friend Mr. Maurice Joss for his
recognition of its work and cultural
importance through his generous
donation.
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YOUTH AT THE KADIMAH AND
FUTURE PROPOSALS

Alex Dafner

Although the involvement of young people in the
life and work of the Kadimah this year was a modest
one, it nevertheless represented a healthy return to its
fold. It is hoped that the success that had been achiev-
ed this year will allow, with the right attitudes, a greater
involvement to develop. Since the question of attitude
is a vital one for further co-working, this report takes
the unusual step to discuss ““Attitudes’, as well as to
record some future “‘Proposals”’.

1. Youth Involvementin ‘81.

The most significant involvement during this year
occurred through the re-calling of persons interested in
Yiddish theatre. Because of the past successes of the
Youth Theatre, and the attraction that the “‘stage”
presents, the theatre has been the best way to stimulate
a larger number of people. Some 30 young people rang-
ing from between 18 and 35 years of age worked on two
short plays, “Di Drei Brider”, adapted by Dobke
Apelowicz and “The Hebrew Lesson” by Wolf
Mankowitz in English. It also allowed very inexperienc-
ed actors and directors Slucki and Dafner to experience
working together and hold some sort of preparatory
workshops. Rehearsals continued for some four mon-
ths with three rehearsals a week, held at the Kadimah
and the theatre. These efforts were then included in the
%70 Year Jubilee Celebration” and culminated in a
variety-show based around the theme of a “'Live
Wireless Show’’. This show presented on the 25th of
October, included the combined talents of many young
people, the Youth Theatre, the 3EA radio collective,
“"The Flamen’’, and other individuals.

The show was a success, not only because of its
artistic content, but simply because it pointed to the
potential that exists in a variety of Yiddish cultural
work. It gave a necessary boost to the confidence of
the young people performing, created enthusiasm, and
showed the potential to draw on a wider and new au-
dience, than is usually the case at the Kadimah. The
musical-singing group “The Flamen'’, merit a particular
mention for their hard work and enthusiasm in Kadimah
functions as well as the general community. Their con-
tributions of lively, original and traditional Jewish
music, has been highly entertaining and embellished
many an evening, including the “70 Years Jubilee

Celebration”’.

2. Attitudes g
It is worth saying that there is still a gulf between

the attitudes of younger people working in Yiddish and
the Kadimah. Although this difference is often exag-
gerated, and sometimes expresses itself in innuendo
and anger, from both sides, it is nevertheless a sign of
the lack of trust and good communication, not to men-
tion respect, which must be developed by both sides if
any fruitful co-operation is to evolve in the future.
Although there are the strains of a "parent-child”’
nature in the relationship of the generations at the
Kadimah, both groups must overcome these attitudes
simultaneously. It may be helpful to point out, that
unlike the *“Kadimah's Yiddish" which is inherent as a

Melbourne Chronicle

first language, to those young people dedicated to Yid-
dish, it is still only a second and rarely-used language.
The lack of voluntarism, loyalty, responsibility, integrity
and other accusations which may be levelled at the
young, are as much a reflection of the above fact, as
any other factor that living in the broader Australian
community presents. And after all, such shortcomings
have always been found at any level of our work.
Young people are still unsure of their ability, time, and
place at the Kadimah, and find it difficult to become
more fully involved in all aspects of its work. They
would much rather devote themselves to limited goals
which interest them and which they know they can suc-
ceed at doing, rather than administrative tasks or one-
off work, where they feel they are there because it may
be convenient. Attitudes from both sides must
therefore change, although no amount of lip-service or
meetings can do this. The way to greater involvement
will come through actual work, the involvement that ex-
ists, which can be built and nourished by the Kadimah.
The young people dedicated to Yiddish need to be
given the support that the Kadimah can offer with its
experience and facilities. At the same time young peo-
ple need the autonomy to work out their needs and to
“prove’’ themselves to themselves and others. Such an
atmosphere will only be created by a large measure of
mutual tolerance, understanding and willingness to
hear each other’s point of view. This needs to be borne
out despite the disappointments, and differences that
will occur. It is only through actual ability to continue
working, and creating a new set of attitudes towards
each other that greater loyalty and eventual participa-
tion in all aspects of our work can follow.

3. Proposals

It is worth mentioning a number of proposals
which could form the framework of youth involvement
at the Kadimabh, in the future:

(a) The theatre group needs to be given the status
and facility access as are other groups. This needs to be
done formally and in practice.

(b) The play “‘Diary of Anne Frank’’, and an an-
nual radio “Concert” should be seen as a co-production
effort and a commitment to their successes be shown
from the beginning.

(c) “The Flamen’ need to be given place and
facilities and make their ‘home’ at the Kadimah.

(d) The radio collective and reading circle for
young people to be formed around the library and the
Kadimah, and guest readers etc.

(e) Drama, radio, music, poetry workshops for
junior (13-16) and senior (17 +) groups to be run by ex-
perienced specialists. ’

(f) Art, and stage craft workshops and exhibition
opportunities.

The youth theatre and Flamen would like to thank
the Kadimah for the support it gave during 1981, and
would like to wish its members many years of fruitful
cultural activity, in this the 70th year of its existence.
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WHERE ARE THE KIKES, SPICS, WOPS, DAGOS AND
NIGGERS OF YESTERYEAR?

By Susan Bures

Once upon a time in the bad old days pre-60s, we
ethnics were fair game.

In politics, literature and even in children’s play
(remember the golliwog) the White Anglo-Saxon Pro-
testant majority thought nothing of referring to us in
derogatory terms from the most apparently inoffensive
to the most insulting.

Today the public use of words like kike or wop
could earn a fine or a punch on the nose.

Our much vaunted pluralist or multi-cultural socie-
ty ostensibly finds such language intolerable.

But are the attitudes behind the words still there,
lurking under the surface?

Bigotry wearing a mask, perhaps.

Such reflections were prompted by a recent re-
read of a book by a favourite author, Josephine Tey, a
writer of great charm and considerable intellect.

These admirable qualities notwithstanding, Ms Tey
larded this particular book, A Shilling for Candles,
written in 1952, with such nauseating phrases as
“‘greasy little Hebrew'* and “‘typical of his race"’.

She of course was not alone — Agatha Christie is
another writer who used such images freely — and both
novelists reflect a common, low-grade bigotry typical of
English writing in the 30s, 40s and 50s.

These works are not overtly racist or anti-Semitic
propaganda.

The disturbing factor in the attitudes of writers like
these was their unquestioning assumption that their
opinions mirrored those held by society at large.

The utter normality of the language and images,
reflecting as it did the commonly held opinions of so
many, is chilling.

The insular arrogance of Ms Tey and so many
other British writers toward the Jews and other
"‘ethnics’’, is paralleled by the treatment of blacks in
American cinema during the same period.

The ‘‘greasy little Hebrew'' stereotype of the
British novelist and the obsequious, forelock-tugging,
eyeball-rolling Uncle Tom of pre-60s moviedom have
much in common.

The roots of anti-Semitism go far back in literature
and art, much farther back than Tey or Christie or the
cartoons of Die Sturmer.

Marlowe’s Jew of Malta and the satanic hook-
noses of Bosch’s fevered imaginings are images of
unrelieved unpleasantness which reflect the temper of
the times in which they were created.

They also served to effectively pass such crass
stereotypes on to uncritical and accepting future
generations.

Only in Shakespeare's genius was this unpleasant
image somehow tempered by a humanity which could
see familiar pain and feeling behind the strange and
alien exterior.

Susan Bures is currently working as a journalist with the Australian
Jewish Times in Sydney. An Arts graduate, she is currently preparing a
Master's thesis in Ancient History on a topic concerned with anti-
Jewish feeling in antiquity.
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It was the very "‘alien-ness’’ of the Jew that pro-
duced the offensive stereotypes.

Renowned Roman historian, Zvi Yavetz, has called
anti-Jewish feeling in antiquity the “dislike of the
unlike”.

Such a definition applies equally well to attitudes
held in other times to other people.

The unlike were traditionally disliked or despised,
like the village idiot or the dwarf.

They were often feared, like the‘ women t?urnt as
witches in Mediaeval England and Puritan America, and
only occasionally admired if they were rich, exotic or
accomplished enough to override that sense of
strangeness they produced in others.

Add to such a general distaste of outworlders the
specific xenophobia generated by post-seventeenth
century European nationalism anq you _have not only
anti-Semitism, the universal |eltl_'l"lotlf, but_ more
familiarly an arrogant ethnocentric assumption of
superiority in which no-one likes anybody foreign very
much.

The image of the Pommy tourist in Europe speak-
ing very loudly and slowly in excruciating nursery
English and expecting to be understood, or thg surly
Frenchman refusing to reply to anyone not speaking his
tongue are typical examples.

The American tourist who can’t understand why
he can’t get hamburgers or hot-and-cold running water
or Kleenex tissues in darkest Africa is another,

The German master-race ideal was, tragically,
such arrogance reduced to its absolute.

National chauvinism is merely another face of
personal bigotry or prejudice.

It, along with other fuzzy assumptions of superiori-
ty by one group or person over another, was seriously,
shockingly challenged from the mid-60s by the civil-
rights movement, anti-discrimination and equal rights
legislation and by the feminist movement,

Suddenly people had to face their mean little pre-
judices right in the eye.

It was no longer okay to make sordid little jokes
about blacks, Jews or Chinese — Nigger Boy soap pads
became Bigger Boy soap pads and Enid Blyton was
banned from some libraries.

It was equally offensive to be patronising — a slip-
pery idea too hard even today for most people to grasp.

The ‘'some of my best friends are
Jews/Blacks/Chinese/Outer Mongolians” statement
was exposed, presupposing as it usually did the cor-
ollary “"but | wouldn’t want my daughter marrying
one"’.

In literature and the movies many favorite stock
characters had to be abandoned: the wise oriental ad-
vising the eager young Britisher in the mysterious ways
of the East, Robert Standish style; the roly-poly black
nanny who brought up Miss Jane from childhood and is
her very best friend; the gentle bearded Jew with his
funny mannerisms and funnier accent; and the long
suffering mother, Father Knows Best variety, who
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knows only “Kinder, Kirche, Kuche” and leaves
everything else up to the man of the house.

All these images were suddenly no-nos as well.

Women, Jews, Blacks and Outer Mongolians had
suddenly to be treated as people, rather than national,
religious or sexual stereotypes.

This required a major leap in understanding and
tolerance which strained most people to their limit.

The emotional and emotive small “’I'" liberal at-
titudes which have swamped us since the 60s have
made for a certain self consciousness.

Instead of “‘greasy Jews'’ and ‘‘nigger bastards”
we have multi-cultural societies and ethnic integrity.

How sincere this is, how really deep all this goes, is
a matter for speculation.

Is the changeover from ‘“Jew bastard’’, which at
least was honest, to “‘dear little Jewish person’’ more
than cosmetic?

Or is the proliferation of rather savage ethnic jokes
a sign that it's all still there, festering under the surface?

Recently there have been race-riots in Los
Angeles, anti-Pakistani demonstrations in England, the
rise of neo-Nazism in Europe and the dissemination of
anti-Semitic literature to NSW schools.

What happens if the current up-market ecumenism
breaks down, as in places it already has, through inter-
national tensions, economic depression, national self-
interest or bureaucratic bungling?

What if the image-makers stop paying lip-service
to saccharine notions of the marvellous melting pot
“’and look what it's done for Australia, America and so
on''?

What will we see if the hand comes out of the
velvet glove, the naked face from behind the mask?

Has twenty-odd years of “’kiss and make up’’ been
enough to wipe out centuries of prejudice and hatred?

Is the fragile tolerance for Jews, forged out of the
Holocaust, or for Blacks, built on the blood of men like
Martin Luther King, strong enough to hold together
when times get hard and people turn to ancient
scapegoats?

Do we really have a multi-cultural society or merely
a collection of cultures living in uneasy, imposed har-
mony.

A line of Robert Browning's keeps running through
my head:

““What of soul, was left, | wonder, when the kiss-
ing had to stop?"’

JH

. DEAD SEA SCROLLS

(Part 1)

In"the course of the past 40 years there have been
numerous discoveries of religious texts which throw
new light on the history of both Judaism and Christiani-
ty. Some of these discoveries have been of major col-
lections of texts and the discovery itself has been spec-
tacular and eye-catching or else very well published
because of the information discovered. Of these finds
we must include the Dead Sea Scrolls, of which more
will be said in this article, and the Ebla tablets the first
group of which were discovered during the course of
digging gun emplacements on the coast of Syria. They
are now well-known to Australians through a popular
television series on Biblical archaeology. Another such
spectacular discovery was the recent finding of a room
full of precious manuscripts in St. Catherine’s
Monastery on Mount Sinai.

The fact that serendipity — happy chance — has
been a factor in so many of these discoveries has tend-
ed to make them part of the public domain fairly quick-
ly. The discovery of an unknown room in an ancient
building during the course of repairs and renovations is
always news. When that building is a monastery on
Mount Sinai and when the room holds boxes full of
manuscripts, some of which date back to the fourth
century A.D. and any one of which is worth over a
million dollars, there is bound to be considerable excite-
ment at all levels, from the scholarly to the popular.

1. This article was originally commissioned by Current Affairs
Bulletin, published by the Department of Aduit Education at the
University of Sydney, and appeared in Vol. 58, No. 2, July 1981. It is
reproduced here by permission of both the Department and the author.
2. Dr. Alan D. Crown is a Senior Lecturer in Hebrew, in the Semitic
Studies Department in the University of Sydney.
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Dr. Alan D. Crown

On the other hand, a discovery of equal or greater
significance has taken more than 34 years — from 1945-
1979 — to become more than a scholarly property. This
was the finding of some earthen jars full of manuscripts
buried in a cemetery for preservation at Nag Ham-
madi/Chenoboskion, in Egypt. The peasants who
found the jars of parchments and papyrus scrolls and
fragments, while digging for fertiliser in the cemetery,
had rediscovered a library of Greek and Coptic sacred
books written by Christian sectarians — Gnostics —
which had been lost to the literate world for more than
15 centuries. Yet, it took so long for the significance of
this discovery to permeate through the various struc-
tures and sub-structures of the information dispersal
system.

While all these discoveries offer the Biblical
scholars much new information over a whole field from
linguistics to history, the chief benefit of the new
literary sources such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
Nag Hammadi texts is that scholars can see the Bible
from an entirely new perspective. That perspective is
the setting in which the views which become accepted
orthodoxies crystallised and developed. The process of
canonisation meant that unorthodox views tended not
to be preserved at all or else only few of the unorthodox
records were preserved for posterity. The orthodox
viewpoint dominated.

The making of the Bible, both the Old and_ thf; New
Testaments, was through a process of canonisation of
books and collections of books. That is, attempts were
made to compile collections of books which were ac-
cepted as being sacred and divinely inspired, jor there
were many books, some masquerading as ancient, and
not all of these were acceptable to the religious
authorities.
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The first collection, the canon of the Old Testa-
ment, may have been fixed almost by accident when,
as a wartime measure, Judah the Maccabee, the leader
of a Jewish rebellion against the Greeks in 167 B.C.,
ordered all the holy books to be put away for safe-
keeping. Some 24 books were accepted as the sacred
Hebrew texts but there were many others about which
there were doubts and these were left out of the canon,
the accepted collection. Of those books which were
omitted from the Jewish canon some were accepted in-
to the Christian canon of the Old Testament because
they were thought to be of authority.

Nowadays we call these works the Apocryphal
writings. There were still many books left which,
though they were quite popular and well-read, were not
regarded as sufficiently sacred to be included in any Old
Testament canon. These works are known as the
Pseudepigrapha. It can be seen that an important pro-
cess in making the selection of books for the Old Testa-
ment canon was the need to distinguish between those
which were clearly to be regarded as sacred and those
which were not. The same process can be seen at work
in the making of the New Testament canon, for in the
second century A.D. the Christian church was thrown
into confusion by various sects and heresies — Mon-
tanism, Docetism, Marcionism and Gnosticism, to
name but four — and there was an urgent need to
establish which were the sacred books of the orthodox
religion. Again, many books were excluded from the
New Testament canon and in due course were lost.

When the scholar looks back at the world of the
Testaments and seeks to reconstruct the milieu in
which any particular book was written he is confronted
primarily with literary sources which enshrine an or-
thodox point of view. It is true that this orthodox
literature tends to be extensive, for to the testaments
we must also add the two major law codes of Judaism,
the Mishna of the first century A.D., its long explana-
tion and supplement, the Talmud, and then the collec-
tion of scriptural exposition called the Midrash.
However, it is the heterodox viewpoint that was en-
shrined in the literature which was excluded from the
canon that is of most value to scholars who wish to
study the problems which faced the founding fathers
who moulded the orthodoxies of Western religions.
This is particularly the case in studying the rise of
Western Christianity for understanding of the
heterodox background allows us to see the real
problems which were faced and we can have a better
understanding of the solutions reached.

The Dead Sea Scrolls provide one of the most im-
portant keys to this lost literature of the Old and the
New Testaments. In view of the transformation these
texts have wrought in so many aspects of Biblical
scholarship their nature may seem quite as pedestrian
to the casual reader as their finding was dramatic. The
story of the initial finds in a cave near Qumran by a
shepherd boy of the Ta’amireh tribe is well known. The
subsequent investigation of texts and excavation of the
caves where the finds were made was carefully detail-
ed. The excavations and investigations moved from the
caves to the ruins of a site in the Wadi Qumran on the
nearby shores of the Dead Sea.

The scrolls were relics of a group of people
generally identified as Essenes who settled in the Wadi-
Qumran which is a semi-desert setting between the
Dead Sea and the cliffs of the Judean Desert a little way
south of Jericho. All that is known of their history
before their settlement in their new habitat is that there
was a phase of about 20 years, described in the scrolls,
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perhaps literally or perhaps metaphorically, as ‘wander-
ing’. That description may merely mean the period of
emergence, without a proper leader, for the sect ap-
pears to have been localised in Jerusalem. A leader
soon appeared; he was known as the Righteous
Teacher (sometimes translated as the Teacher of
Righteousness); he was a priest, perhaps even a High
Priest.

In the course of time, the Righteous Teacher and
his band of followers went into voluntary exile at
Qumran where they either occupied and entirely rebuilt
some centuries-old ruins or built for themselves from
scratch in the barren soil. The evidence is that they
were certainly settled at Qumran early in the reign of the
Priest-King, John Hyrcanus, who came to the throne of
Judea c. 135 B.C. The occasion of this voluntary exile
was a quarrel between the Righteous Teacher and an
opponent who is called in the scrolls the Wicked Priest
or, perhaps, the Man of Lies (unless the Man of Lies
was an Essene opponent, as is sometimes suggested).
While there can be no certainty in the identification, the
scholarly consensus is that it was Jonathan (160-142
B.C.), a member of the ruling Hasmonean dynasty,
though there are strong arguments advanced for iden-
tification with yet another of the Hasmonean Priest-
Kings, Simon (142-135 B.C.) The struggle between the
Wicked Priest and the Righteous Teacher, perhaps for
the High Priesthood itself, was a formative influence in
the Essene movement.

At Qumran, the Essenes organised themselves into
an all-male community which had close parallels with,
and may well have been an antecedent of, the monastic
life of the church. Here, there were some 200 Essenes
living (it is estimated by archaeologists) but there may
have been other Essene communities in Palestine
(perhaps with some women members) in Jerusalem
and Galilee.

Their settlement was run on communal lines but
with a strict hierarchy in which every member knew his
place and rank as ordained in the rules of the communi-
ty. There was a novitiate, who could become full
members in the course of time. Government was by the
council of the community — the governing elders —
and by the priesthood.

The Master or the Guardian was the highest officer
of the community. The purpose of their existence was
to devote themselves entirely to religion and the wor-
ship of God while planning for a future age in which the
sect was to play a significant role. However, physical
work must have been a vital part of their existence.
They farmed, made pottery, wove cloth and they
prepared the skins and ink which were used for writing
the manuscripts which they bequeathed to posterity.

Their life was governed by various Rules, just as
the lives of Medieval monks were governed by Rules. In
the Essene case the governing Rules were The Com-
munity Rule, which governed the conduct of life inside
Qumran and the Damascus Rule, which legislated for a
lay existence in the world outside. The War Rule and
the Messianic Rule laid down plans of conduct for the
future age.

These Rules legislated for obedience to the laws of
Moses and to all that was commanded by the prophets.
They were to love one another and to share with one
another and even their private substance was to
become common property. They were to be scrupulous
in the times appointed for prayer and for every other
event of a liturgical existence conducted away from the
Temple of Jersualem which was regarded as the habita-
tion of ungodly men. They were to be humble, just,

February-March 1982




upright, charitable and modest. Theirs was to be a con-
templative life in which they were to become proficient
in discovering which of their countrymen were the
‘Sons of Light’ and which were the ‘Sons of Darkness’.

The young settlement at Qumran attracted many
new members who must have been sympathetic with
the aims of the ‘monks’ for their life cannot have been
easy. It is suggested that some of the influx which
made the main buildings inadequate for the needs of
the growing community came from the Pharisees of
Jerusalem taking refuge from persecution.

In this first period of growth the cliff behind the set-
tlement provided dwellings to house the influx of
newcomers. It is these caves in which were found the
scrolls that have come to be known as the Dead Sea
Scrolls.

Why were they placed there — were they
deliberately secreted to preserve them for posterity?
{Jeremiah 32:14) — is a problem not yet resolved.

The community at Qumran continued to flourish
until some time in the decade 40-31 B.C. when either a
severe earthquake destroyed the building or the Par-
thian invasion forced the community to flee. There is
some evidence of continuity at the site so it is assumed
that not all the inhabitants left. Some may have gone to
Jerusalem and others may have taken refuge
elsewhere.

The final phase in the life of the Essene community
at Qumran began with the refurbishing of the buildings.
The archaeological evidence indicates that the
rebuilding took a comparatively short time, perhaps the
two years 1 B.C.-1 A.D. From then until 68 A.D. the
residents resumed their former occupations ‘and 3he
community flourished. Towards the end of this period
life may have become increasingly difficult as the coun-
try went to war with Rome. In 68 A.D. the’Roman
emperor, Vaspasian, preparing for a full siege of
Jerusalem, began to reduce the approaches to the city.
In the course of a sweep against Jericho, Qumran was
also attacked and reduced. ]

The fate of the Essenes is a matter of conjecture
though there are some indications that many survived
in other countries and communities. It has been argued
that the people described by Philo, the _Alexandnan
Jewish philosopher, as Theraputae, were in effect_the
Essenes. They certainly seem to have had practices
which had a remarkable similarity to Essene practices.
Some scholars have argued for a connection between
the Essenes and the Karaites, a Jewish sect which
emerged in Babylonia in the 10th century A.D. in uncer-
tain circumstances. In view of their influence on the
early Christians it is also argued that the Essene sur-
vivors may have taken refuge in the ranks of the infant
sect. There is almost nothing except circumstantial
evidence for any of these hypothesis.

This was the sect, then, whose literature is so im-
portant in contemporary Biblical scholarsr]ip‘and in the
making of early Christianity. What was their literature?

Perhaps one might note that while the :mpac:_of
the scrolls has been greater on New Testament studies
and the study of Christianity than on _Old Testament
Studies and the study of Judaism, no single portion of
the New Testament has turned up among the scrolls
and the numerous fragments of works. (The title scrolls
is something of a misnomer, for most of the written
material is fragmentary and there are few intact or near-
ly intact scrolls). In recent surveys of the literature, sug-
gestions that parts of the New Testament had turned

up in cave seven are discountgd. ;
In view of the time span involved for the formative

Melbourne Chronicle

period of Essence literature — it ended when the Chris-
tian movement was in its infancy and perhaps even
before the Gospels were written — one should not ex-
pect to find New Testament materials in Qumran. On
the other hand the Old Testament is represented in full
except that no portion of the Book of Esther has been
found. Often enough there are differing versions of the
same book, such as the differing versions of Samuel
and Isaiah, testifying to the evolution of these texts
rather than their production from one master copy.
These works are too well known to detain us here
though one should add that their finding is of major im-
portance since the manuscripts antedate by up to 800
years our oldest extant Hebrew manuscripts of the Old
Testament before the discovery of the scrolls. They
provide a ready testimony to the care with which
scribes performed their office of transmitting the sacred
writ from generation to generation.
To be continued.

DRUGGED

Calming, calming down to sleep
Rising, rising high with dreams.
Day turns into night,

Night turns into bright light.

Is it the sound of the bugle,

The fanfare, the horn,

Or darkness torn

By a child’s cry?

Where is to happiness

The way?

Maybe the truth on the Bible sworn
Is the rug of falsehood by the smoker worn.
Childhood comes back with the scent
Of innocence and beauty. Manhood
Appears with an orgy of desires.
Faces of girls, their lips open. Kisses
Full of fire. One, the never kissed
Vanishes before she appears with

A despising hiss. His eyes are dry,
No more tears left. In his heart

A deep cleft brimmed with

Pain is left. The pipes are old,

So is the smoker. He paid his

Last cents to the greedy hooker.
With wide open nostrils and

Mouth in awe, with eyes half
Closed, he sinks deeper, deeper
Into the ready grave.

Mark Lewin
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REUNION

| wake from a light doze and face the man sleeping
beside me. | feel | am intruding — after all, we have only
known each other for a few hours. Just a polite ex-
change between passengers on adjoining aircraft seats,
hurtling through space at umpteen kilometres per hour
towards Rome. | turn to the window and recognize the
Big Dipper. Automatically | find the North Star. One of
those childhood skills one never forgets — like the
breaststroke, or threading a sewing machine. During
those thirty five years | have spent under southern con-
stellations, the Great Bear and Cassiopeia have
continued to circle the Pole Star every night — always
have, always will.

The pang of recognition of the sky of my childhood
sets me thinking. It has been a strange year. | was ap-
proached, | responded and made approaches in turn,
and so changed the holiday plans of half a dozen or so
people.

Forty five years ago we left Germany — a group of
thirty-odd boys and girls aged 15 and 16, as eager to
leave Nazi-Germany as we were to go to Palestine and
live a life of idealism in a kibbutz. Two years later, the
group was officially dispersed; a core joined a newly
founded kibbutz nearby. There had been a reunion after
25 years, but by that time | had already lived in Australia
for many years and known nothing about the event.
1986 would have been the next logical date for a
meeting. But wars and coronaries have begun to make
inroads into our ranks, so a 1981 gathering was
mooted. Gideon, that superb organizer, suggested that
| get in touch with those who have left Israel and per-
suade them to attend the reunion.

And so | had begun to attempt the Ingathering Of
The Exiles. | had written to England, to the United
States and even to a member who had gone back to
Germany. My first letters had been diffident: **. . . lam .
.. lwas ... Do you remember me?"’ The replies had
been warm, enthusiastic, full of the personal events of
the forty-odd years since we had lost touch. ““My eldest
daughter . . . my grandchildren ...l nowruna...”
And yes, they would be happy to come if he could be
spared from his business . . . if her husband'’s health im-
proved . . . if his wife can take her holidays then . . . if. .
. if. . . Eventually all but two wrote they could make it.
And in the meantime | went ahead with my own
preparations . . .

At Ben Gurion airport | am unexpectedly met by
Gideon and his wife. | still think of him at Helmut. The
names of our group are a mixed lot. Some have retain-
ed the German names given to them at birth: “’Gerda”’,
“Margot’’ and ““Heiner’* stuck in spite of their efforts to
hebraicize them. Others now bear Hebrew names of
their choice or Hebrew versions of the originals —
Chana for Hannelore, Chaim for Heinz. But most of all
they are the nicknames which have stuck . . . Karuso,
Kuken, Erbse, Ossa, Rulps . . . Do they still have mean-
ing for anyone but us?

It is the day of the meeting. There are five of us
crammed into the tiny Volkswagen, and other cars ar-
rive similarly loaded from all over the country. There are

*Sonja Delander has worked as a copy-writer, is the author of “Ola
Cohn's Faries’ Tree' and translator of Walter Adamson’'s “The
Institution”.
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whoops of recognition, warm hugs, doubtful looks as
one tries to match me so affectionately look like without
those wrinkles and glasses, with more hair and with his
own teeth? A face and a name pop into the mind, and
all is well. Husbands and wives are introduced and are
covertly inspected: who would have thought he would
end up with such a doll? He was always the quiet
one....

We troop into the meeting room prepared for us:
tables crowded with plates of savouries, punnets of
strawberries, a surfeit of cakes. Ossa and Lena have
been baking for days. | cannot help thinking of CWA
and PTA efforts and reflect that, in spite of the
women'’s lib ethos which the kibbutz movement has
pioneered for a century, entrenched housewifery takes
more than a generation or two to die.

We settle down and | do a fast headcount: ex-
cluding spouses and a brace of daughters, we are twen-
ty-one of the original thirty-two. Five are dead, among
them Piel (I can remember neither his real name nor the
reason why we called him ““elephant” in Hebrew), who
died of leukaemia, and my old school-mate Walter, who
was killed in World War Il during an expedition under
General Orde Wingate into Axis-ruled Syria. Three have
disappeared without trace; two from the United States
could not make it at this time. That leaves only one liv-
ing in Israel who did not turn up, and he had a valid ex-
cuse: his youngest son’s barmitzvah. )

The speeches are mercifully short and few — in
fact, just two: a brief welcome by Gideon who thanks
those who made special efforts to come and reads a
cable from one of the missing friends in the U.S.A.; and
an even briefer speech by a former group leader who, in
turn, thanks Gideon for his considerable efforts in bring-
ing about this meeting.

There must be some central core to such an occa-
sion, something involving the group as a whole, not just
circulating among old friends. At Gideon's suggestion,
we tell of what became of us after we had left our
group; we tell of training, of work, of military serwce,.of
marriage, children and divorces, of reunions with
parents (all too few), and perhaps of emigration and the
trauma of settling once more into new societies. Forty-
three years can witness many changes of lifestyles, ex-
cept perhaps for the kibbutzniks. .

I had learned that Erbse’s husband had died a
month ago after a long illness. | had known him ever
since she and | were introduced to him and his friend by
a motherly cafe-owner with match-making intentions.
Now | have come just in time for his stone-setting. Edith
now lives in the U.S.A., having spent only eighteen
months in Palestine. She speaks in English. The other
two expatriates have left the country comparatively
recently and have kept up their Hebrew; they burble on
without hesitation, and if they make mistakes | do not
notice them. | also tell my story in Hebrew, haltingly, at
times looking to Erbse for help with quite ordinary ex-
pressions.

One by one the life stories unfold. The speakers are
frank and matter-of-fact; there is no boasting or false
modesty. As 15-year-olds we could keep nothing from
each other in this closeknit community, and so the habit
clung. There is some glossing over of failures, some
aspirations unrealized, quite a few manifest successes.
There are Shlomo, who has represented his country as
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ambassador or consul in Denmark, India and some
African countries; Dan, who made the Bezalel art and
craft school into an internationally known Academy of
the Arts; Gideon, who started at the bottom of a newly-
constructed Public Service and is now the Assistant
General Secretary of the Knesset (Parliament). Others
have found niches in accordance with their talents and
inclinations: antiquarian, travel agent, cabinet maker,
teacher of the deaf, head of security at a five-star hotel.
Of those living abroad, three are concerned with com-
munication: in radio, marketing, advertising and
translation. Misha has retired and studies economics;
Dan has relinquished his post as director of Bezalel in
order to paint. We were all born within one year of each
other, and now words like "part-time’’, “"pension’’ and
“early retirement’’ crop up towards the end of almost
every capsule history. The kibbutzniks are already
working half-days only. What will the two or three
smallholders do?

As they speak of wounds, war losses and the terri-
ble time of Jerusalem's isolation during the War of In-
dependence, when water was doled out by the cupful, |
feel that familiar pang of guilt | think of as my "'St.
Crispin’s Day syndrome’’. My Hagana service in the
1930s notwithstanding, | have not fought their crucial
battles with them; | can never quite belong to them
again. But nobody here appears to hold this against me.

We break up, form and reform smaller groups.
Members of the kibbutz drift in to say “"hello”’, among
them an old flame. We catch up on the news of forty-
three years, then begin to reminisce. It is oddly comfor-
ting, even at this late stage, to be told that he
remembers me as ‘‘a very charming girl”’; all |
remember of Human in my teens is the awkwardness.
He is seven years older than |. Once, there had been
such a gap between sixteen and twenty-three.

We eat and toast each other. | join in “’L’chaim".
We pledge to meet in another five years. | am sceptical.
The long flight from Australia is very taxing . . .

Itis dark, and those who have long drives ahead of
them make noises of leaving.

The goodbyes are prolonged.

Addresses, phone numbers, hotels are exchanged.

*’How much longer will you be here?”’ . . .
| "_f\nv chance of your spending a couple of days
3V A

| say no to all invitations. | have planned for all the
travel | can fit in; in between, | need rest. | feel melan-
choly, as though | were saying goodbye to my youth for
a second time, this time all at once instead of by the
easy self-deluding stages of much-delayed and then
prolonged middle age.

On the return trip to Jerusalem, | am silent.

THE MIRACLE WORKER

Gedaliah Shaiak

The township of Sobota, a conglomeration of drab
wooden huts and hovels, had been part of the Sobotski
realm for many centuries. It nestled in a secluded valley
in the heart of Mazovia, cut off from the main highway.
To the north, the land was sparsely wooded with elders
and pines and broken up by sandhills. Here and there
stood a solitary oak and a winding path led to the sur-
rounding villages. The soil was fertile and produced rich
crops. At the summit of the hillock, a forest obstructed
the horizon and its dense undergrowth was abundant in
game. The majority of its inhabitants were Jews whose
ancestors had settled there more than two centuries
before. The peasants were serfs in bondage to feudal
lords. Near Sobota ran a winding stream that flowed in-
to the River Bzura, a tributary of the Vistula.

In the fourteenth century, the region had belonged
to the Duke Ziemovit and was later partitioned amongst
noblemen and country squires. Other changes followed
in the late twenties of the sixteenth century, during the
reign of King Sigismund | of the Jaghellony dynasty,
when this part of Mazovia was annexed by the Polish
Crown. In gratitude for his loyal service, the King
rewarded his chancellor, Tomasz Sobotski, with the
township of Sobota and a number of villages. During
the reign of the Jaghellony dynasty, the landowners ac-
quired enormous wealth and privileges. They were ex-
empt from taxes and the peasants became their serfs.

* Extract from a historical novel to be published soon in Melbourne.
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As for the Jews, their situation had been one of
despair. They were poor and destitute. Most of them
were either arendars or millers, inn-keepers or artisans.
No general taxation existed, but the so-called
Autonomous Boards or Va'adim of the Jewish Com-
munities were entrusted with the collection of a levy per
head of the Jewish population, payable to the Crown.
In addition, Jews as a rule were not accepted into
military service and were obliged instead to pay a
separate tax of one zloty for each man, woman and
child.

Following the Chmielnicki massacres in the south-
eastern part of the country, the Jewish survivors fled
westward. Tens of thousands reached the region of the
Vistula. Others roamed further inland to Gombin,
Sobota and Bielawy. More Jews settled in Sobota and
the adjacent villages when the Jews of the old
Bishopric town of Lowicz which lay a mere twenty
miles from Sobota were expelled by the Archbishop
Jan Laski in 1516.

Events took a further turn for the worse in tl:le se-
cond half of the eighteenth century during the reign of
King August Ill, at the time of the Seven Year War of
1756-1763. The State disintegrated and the power of
the King weakened. Whatever royal privileges had been
accorded to the Jews were now abolished. They were
confronted by outrageous and fraudulent acts of the
courts, the Polish guilds and unscrupulous landowners.
They came under the feudal hegemony of the Count

February-March 1982 9




Sobotski who immediately imposed a levy upon every
Jew, followed by other levies according to his whim.

Sobota at that time was barely more than a collec-
tion of tumble-down wooden huts. The heavy autumn
rains turned the market-place into a huge quagmire.
The thatch-roofed clay and wooden huts, overgrown
with moss, were forever moist or sodden, while in
winter, the snow almost reached the roof, blocked the
chimneys and caused the hovels to be choked with
smoke. It took many hours for the inhabitants to bur-
row out from such entombment. Christian and Jew liv-
ed under the autocratic authority of the landlords, the
Jew believing in the eventual redemption that the
Almighty in his mercy would in time bestow upon him.
The few shopkeepers that were left traded in their dim
decaying hovels. Their wares were meagre — herring,
cereals, oats, maize, salt, flour, oil and kindling. The
artisans, where they could, made their livelihood by
selling their handicrafts at the Thursday fairs — caps,
garments, sandals and boots.

Most customers at these fairs were townspeople,
freeholders and peasants from distant villages. The
serfs were too poor for the offered luxuries. They
seldom had between them a broken grosz. At the fairs,
the bakers did well, supplying the people with black rye
bread which was in great demand and freshly-baked
doughy corn-balls with onion. The taverns, too, en-
joyed brisk business and were constantly crowded on
these days with sweating, half-drunken peasants and
cart-drivers guzzling the vodka and gorging themselves
with salami, hard dried cheese and bread. And the
traders, unhindered by the weather, however wild the
menace, drove through the night from adjacent
townships bringing in their carts an abundance of mer-
chandise — floral head-dress, kerchiefs, hosiery,
drapery and small silver crosses on delicate chains and
strings of beads and artificial pearls.

Animosity between the Jews and their neighbours
was seldom apparent. On occasions, signs of tension
followed a sermon in which the Jews were charged
with the death of Christ. But more enduringly, the two
communities lived harmoniously, sharing the same for-
tunes under the rule of the autocratic Count. Saturday
mornings, the Jews made their way peacefully to their
wooden prayer-house to the right of the market-place.
Sundays, the Christians, responding to the tolling of the
bells, flocked to their church on the left of the market-
place. And an unwritten pact of amity held Jew and
Gentile close.

The first rumours that the Count had decided to
raise the tax levy per head aroused widespread con-
sternation among the Jews who felt that they were
already overtaxed. The news was broached to Yankel
Marshalik, the inn-keeper, by the arendar Leibke
himself who, in his matter-of-fact way, stressed that if
the Jews would not meet the new levy, the day of the
fair would be changed from Thursday to Saturday as in
the past.

When the news became more widely known, the
people reacted with a loud outcry. But they knew that,
being poor, they were helpless against the Count and
would have to accede to his demand.

Debating the new tax, the elders recalled the
former landlord Theophil, the grandfather of the pre-
sent Count. He was known as a kindly man, and con-
siderate and just towards his serfs. He had performed
many favours for the Jews and his death had been
mourned as a calamity by all. Theophil’s son, Stanislas,
the father of Zbigniew Sobotski, had followed in the
steps of his own father and had thereby earned the
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gratitude of the elders. They recalled how, in the
Pinkus, in the Minute Book of the Jewish Community,
an entry had been made, telling of an event that had
taken place in Sobota more than half a century before
and that had involved the late Stanislas.

At the crossroads close to the entrance to the
township lay the old Jewish graveyard that had fallen
into disuse. When the Jewish population increased with
the influx of new arrivals fleeing from the Cossack
pogroms in the south, Count Stanislas Sobotski decid-
ed to clear the graveyard and make room for the erec-
tion of new huts. This could bring in, he reasoned,
some thousands of ducats annually in tax as well as in
rent. When his decree to demolish the graveyard
became known, the Jewish community was struck with
distress. The elders sent a deputation headed by the
rabbi to the Count seeking to have the decree rescind-
ed. But the deputation failed. !

In the face of the impending calamity, the rabbi
proclaimed a fast and the Jews, both old and young,
gathered to the house of prayer to recite Psalms.

The Count, as was the family custom, went to
church every Sunday morning. The distance from his
manor to Sobota was seven miles. The unsealed
highway with its ruts and pot-holes petered out beyond
the farmlands and beyond the stretches of heath and
maple and pine.

On the Sunday preceding the day when his decree
was to take effect, the Count was on his way to church.
He sat in his polished black coach. He was alone. His
wife, the Countess, had died two years earlier. Sitting
at ease, he was musing about his forthcoming journey
to Warsaw.

The coach with its four sturdy chestnut steeds in
silver-studded harnesses rumbled at a steady pace
along the dusty track. When the carriage reached a
muddy spot outside the Jewish graveyard, it stopped
with a jerk. A deep ditch separated the overgrown
unfenced graveyard from the roadway. The coach
jolted, the horses neighed in terror, raised their forelegs
in the air and, thrusting them down to the ground with a
thud, remained standing motionless, as if riveted to the
spot. The coach turned at a sharp angle and careered to
the edge of the ditch. The wheels etched deep circular
furrows in the mud.

The coachman stiffened. His eyes flared. He raised
his whip and urged the horses to move. But they did not
budge. Their hides were moist and shiny and columns
of steam rose from their backs. Desperate, the
coachman jumped from his seat, ran towards the two
lead-horses and nudged them to turn back. But they did
not stir. They stood as if lifeless, like rocks. With
trembling hands, he took one by the bridle and pulled
and tugged at it, and then passed to the other of the
pair. But to no avail. He shook his grizzled head
vigorously, repeatedly brandished his whip in anger.
Perspiration covered his brow. He was furious.
Breathing heavily, he turned towards the window of the
coach where the Count was sitting.

“Your Eminence,” he said hastily. ““The horses!
They won’t move! They are frightened!"’

Count Stanislas, having observed the scene, leapt
out of the carriage. He sensed that something more
sinister was amiss. He stood appalled, wiping his brow
of the dust and perspiration that had gathered there.

The coachman, continuing to pull at the horses,
swore and struck them. But they remained standing,
motionless, figures of stone.

Peasants dressed in their Sunday clothes on the
way to church assembled around the coach in curiosity.
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They bowed before the Count. Some of them tried to
push the horses back on to the road. They grasped the
bridles of the two lead-horses and pushed and pulled
and coaxed and nudged. But their efforts, too, were in
vain and they eyed each other in disgust, swearing, cur-
sing and grunting angrily.

The Count, watching the scene, sent for the priest.

The priest, a young man with a sallow face, came
running, his white vestment over his cassock flapping,
a prayer-book in his hand. His brow was moist and
glistened. The Count’s summons had come unex-
pectedly at the time he was preparing for the Sunday
service. He had run out from the vestry in great haste,
afraid that something evil had befallen the Count.

Meanwhile, the Count had calmed down and
regained his outward composure, loathe to display any
discomforture in the presence of his serfs.

The priest bowed before Count Stanislas and
greeted him in a breathless voice.

* Jesus Christ be praised. You are unharmed.”

The Count nodded in response. ‘“Father Anthony, | \

am pleased that you could come.”

The priest was still panting.

“Your Eminence, what happened?’’, he said, scan-
ning the Count’s countenance.

“The horses have become frightened. There they
stand. As though a spell has been cast over them. |
want you, Father Anthony, to exorcise the spell.”

The priest, hearing this, stood mute, uncertain.
Shielding his eyes against the morning sun, he watched
the horses, then looked at the gathering of peasants
assembled there gazing at him with expectation.

He turned to the Count and, in a quivering voice,
said, '‘your Eminence, you will grant that | have never
before faced such a thing. We shall offer a prayer of
thanksgiving for your safety, and then | shall try to ex-
orcise the spell . . ."”

Holding his prayer-book in one hand, he made the
sign of the cross with the other and recited a silent
prayer. The gathering followed his cue, knelt down,
crossed themselves and bowed their heads.

At the completion of the prayer, the priest again
made the sign of a cross and in a deep petitioning tone
called out in the direction of the horses: “In the name of
Our Lord and the Holy Maria | pronounce you free from
your spelll Wyo, move on now!”’

The horses remained motionless.

The priest repeated the pronouncement three
times, but to no avail. The beasts did not move.

A hushed murmur of disappointment passed
through the gathering.

Count Stanislas gave the priest an annoyed glance.
He was irritated. His face was rigid. A much-travelled
man, he was far from superstitious, but the accident
had shaken his equilibrium.

Looking about him now, he realised to his dismay
that he was standing by the Jewish graveyard. He look-
ed upon the worn and weathered gravestones, at the
wild grass and flowers obscuring many of them and
yielded to the thought that perhaps the dead Jews in
their graves were exacting vengeance upon him for
having ordered the demolition of these burial grounds.

He looked at the priest, then at the multitude. He
bade his servant approach.

“Fetch the rabbi,”” he said. ‘At once!”’

The rabbi had himself just left the prayer-house ac-
companied by his sexton, and was on his way home for
breakfast. That morning, he had stayed behind longer
than usual, petitioning God to spare the community
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from the impending profanation of the Jewish
graveyard.

The rabbi was a man in his sixties, erudite, tall but
slightly stooped, with a long grey beard with sandy
streaks. His voice was ever soft measured and had the
quality of a good cantor’s. He also spoke fluent Polish.

The Count’s messenger met him at the gate of his
hut. Given the message, the rabbi nodded solemnly and

followed the peasant, his sexton behind him.

He reached the scene of the accident, a sombre
darkly-clad figure in a long black capote and kalpot, his
earlocks hanging down the cheeks of his gaunt pale
face. The sight of the assembly of people beside the
road bewildered him. He did not know what to expect
but anticipated something evil or bizarre.

Slowly, he approached Count Stanislas. There fell
a widespread silence. He bowed before the Count and
in traditional Polish, he enquired after his health and
family, and asked, ““In what way, honoured sir, may |
serve you?"’

Count Stanislas Sobotski tried to suppress his
anger. Never before had his pride been humbled so
publicly as now, and, of all places, outside the Jewish
cemetery.

“Rabbi,” he said severely, ‘my horses have been
terrorised by your dead. The dead Jews have placed a
spell upon them. This is a Jewish plot."”’

The rabbi, his dark eyes probing, studied the
Count. Measuring his words, he said, “your noble lord,
you are a wise man, an educated man, a traveller in the
world — how can you believe in such superstition? |,
honoured sir, assure you that this is no act of the
deceased, may the Almighty bless their souls. This is a
thing from heaven. The dead wish to be left in peace,
while your decree to clear their place of rest is an act of
desecration.””

The Count, his countenance grim and rigid, looked
at the rabbi. He felt distaste for the other's gaunt
features, his earlocks, his beard and black garb.

“Rabbi,”” he said in a commanding tone, aware of
the scrutiny of the peasants around him and of the
priest. “If you make the horses move again, | shall res-
cind my edict.”’

The rabbi sensed the strangeness of the situation.
In the past, it had been he who had always sought
favours for his community from the Count; now it was
the Count who requested his help. He looked at the
crowd. The peasants, pressing together, returned his
gaze. The priest stood nearby, clasping his prayer-book
to his chest.

“Your Eminence,” the rabbi said, bowing before
the landlord, ““everything is in the hands of God. | shall
pray to Him for help.”

Turning, he took from the sexton a small velvet
sack which was tucked under his arm. From the sack,
he brought out a prayer-shawl which he draped about
his shoulders, stood silent for a while, then closed his
eyes and recited a blessing. Then he withdrew his
Psalter from his capote, raised his face and recited a
second blessing. He approached the horses. Standing
beside the two lead-horses, he bent towards them and
appeared to whisper in their ears. Then he stepped
backwards, opened the Psalterat Psalm seventy and
sang in a quivering tone:

“To the Chief Minister — a Psalm to Asaph. In

Judah is God known. His name is great in Israel — in
Salem also is set His tabernacle and His dwelling-place
in Zion.

“Then he broke the arrows of the bow, the shield
and the sword, and the battle. Selah!
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““The stout-hearted art spoiled, they have slept
their sleep and none of the men of might have found
their hands.

"*At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, they are cast into
a deep sleep, the riders also and their horses."’

The rabbi paused. His voice now trembling
noticeably, he uttered the last verse of the Psalm.

““He shall cut off the spirit of princes: He is terrible
to the kings of the earth.”

The multitude stood stern-faced, with heads bow-
ed, perplexed, sensing that something awesome was
about to happen. The priest stood beside the Count,
anger evident in his tense countenance, in his rigid
stance. Insects hummed nearby, birds chirped. The sky
was cloudless and a breeze moved in the trees.

Having completed the Psalms, the rabbi lapsed in-

1} !
to silence. He furnnrf hl_q eyes 1nwnrrl!= the araveyard
and looked upon the crumbling tombstones. He turrow-
ed his brow, closed his eyes again and felt a lightness
pass through him. His face shone. He raised his gaze
upward and now felt a surge of strength course mightily
through his body. He prayed. He must overcome,
defeat the impure spirit that had entered the horses.

He stretched out his arms.

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the
Universe. O, shelter us beneath the shadow of Thy
wings, for Thou, O God, art our Guardian and
Deliverer, yea, Thou, O God, art our gracious and mer-
ciful King; mayest Thou guard our going out and our
coming in unto life and unto peace from this time forth
and forever."”

The resonance of his voice reverberated in the air.
Again, the rabbi approached the horses from whose
hides clouds of steam arose. Suddenly, one of the
horses, half-opened an eye and blinked. The rabbi's
temples throbbed. He stroked the horse’s neck, then its
muzzle. The horse responded. Its tail wagged slightly.
The rabbi stepped back. He rubbed the hand that had

touched the horse on the ground, then wiped it in a cor-
ner of his capote. In a firm tone, he then called out to
the horses: ““Wyo, wyo! Move on! Wyo, good horses!"”

Slowly, the horses began to move, as if woken
from a deep torpor. The wheels screeched and the
coach turned sharply backward.

The multitude gasped. The murmur of their excited
gibbering resounded in the air.

A miracle-worker! A worker of wonders!”’

The bewildered coachman ran towards the horses,
took the reins and drew them to a halt on the roadway.
He took a rag from the coach-box and dabbed their
moist hides. He crossed himself and embraced the
beasts.

The Count murmured to himself: ““He did it, bless
my soul, he did it”" He vowed 10 j|gm i gandle to the
Q‘QQSQ{J U;tpin. Hea looked over his shoulder at the priest
who stood annoyed and tense.

Count Stanislas walked erectly towards the coach,
paused at the open door, then turned to the crowd. He
raised his hand. All eyes turned to him. In a solemn but
loud voice, he announced:

“You are all my witnesses. | want you all to hear
my decision. As long as Sobota exists, nobody shall
touch this holy place, this graveyard! Anyone caught
doing so shall be severely punished.”

He entered the coach. The priest, morose and
humbled, followed him and, together, they rode to the
church to offer a thanksgiving prayer for the landlord’s
deliverance from harm.

Count Stanislas subsequently kept his promise to
the Jews. The decision to demolish the graveyard was
revoked. In addition, he allocated to the Jewish com-
munity a plot of land, provided them with a goodly sup-
ply of timber, and sent them his carpenters and
builders. Shortly after, Sobota had a new and splendid
synagogue.

The incident with the horses lingered on in many
memories to become a legend.

Person to Person

Anonymous

Bruria Bergman

In the book of finiteness,

a kiss that opens up

the pores of contact between
the flesh and the outside world.

The feel of running —
water running —
at some distance.

A chance to vibrate to
call out in waves of silence.

Who is the man who keeps his eyes
fixed to the folds of his hands,
rested.

The night will be kinder to him;
will cease to haunt his memories.
His shoes surround his shadow
the cracks divide the leather,
penetrating.

While life keeps pouring through his spine
without a chance of giving him freedom
or untangling his frustration.
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KALAMAZOO

Leon Olshina

They were hard, very hard times and | had suffered
many privations when | arrived at the "firmer shores"’ of
Australia after twenty years of wanderings and extraor-
dinary adventures on the Red Continent, years which
await separate telling. When fellow-countrymen asked
me why | didn’t choose the Promised Land, "““The
reason,” | said, ‘I will disclose on the day of Last
Judgement,” or | said simply, “‘Ubi bene, ibi patria.”’ |
arrived to start a new life, making up my mind that |
should adapt myself to the new reality, ready to con-
front any obstacles. | was as poor as a church mouse
an{] a]mﬁ“y Dlﬁ; three times the age of consent, which
was an impediment in getting ﬂnt{)“:?lnﬁ!nt.

First of all, | must find a job In accountancy, |
decided. | was after all, an accountant by profession. |
also was determined to adjust to new conditions to
make a living, and to overcome the language barrier
with the help of three crash courses, in English.

Good friends offered advice on how,
shortest time possible to make the first million:

“Buy a milk-bar,” they said. “"True, it's a hard job.
You have to work 18 hours a day, but after five or six
years you'll be well off.”

“What are you talking about?’ said another.
*“Nowadays, newcomers buy coffee-lounges — you
can't do any better.”

| had to disappoint my friends. “’| have no money” |
said. “'It's out of the question.”

“Sp, don’t buy. Apply for a job at the “shmates”
factories. They need pressers, finishers. What's wrong
with ““shmates’’? You'll survive like many others."”

“No,” | resisted. “’All my life | worked as an ac-
countant. | won't change my profession now. Eventual-
ly, | shall start as a bookkeeper.”

| have a good idea,” said my colleague jokingly.
“Apply for help at the Jewish Welfare; they’ll give you
three pounds a week, taking into consideration that you
have one wife and two little children.”

1y ou want me to be a ‘shnorrer’? No, thank you,
out of the question.”

“Listen, you can trust me. | am your friend and |
wish you the best. But you must face reality. Forget
about accountancy, you don’t know English. It's a fact
you can’t escape.”’

“Sorry,’’ | said. “You are mistaken. | am not com-
pletely ignorant of English. As a boy playing soccer |
still knew nothing about Australia, | used some English
expressions like ‘corner’, ‘out’, ‘outside’, and ‘goal’.
Later, in adolescence, | enriched my English vocabulary
with ‘gentleman’, “all right’, then when dancing, with
‘slow-fox’ and ‘fox-trot"."

“|t's not enough. At the moment your vocabulary
is very poor. Any employer will think twice before giv-
ing you a job as a bookkeeper. There are too many
Australian competitors. Apply for a job as a presser, a
finisher, a packer or a cleaner. Consider yourself un-
qualified.”

At home, my wife also insisted | look for a job at
the ‘shmates’ factories:

My dear, you must find a job, any job. We have to
send the boy to school, the girl to a kindergarten. And
what about the rent, the electricity, and food. You are
the provider. I'll also look for a job. Forget about ac-
countancy and bookkeeping. You must learn to speak
and write English, otherwise . . .”

in the
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“You also are pushing me to the ‘shmates’ "’ | said
angrily. “‘1 have never held a steam-iron, and a needle
I've used only to take out splinters. Stop nagging.
Please!"

My plight changed rapidly however when | met a
kinsman from school days, Hershel Goldstein, a
jeweller. He was well-off, living on these ‘firmer shores’
already ten years, and his jewellery business was boom-
ing. He knew that | was looking for a job, so without
preamble he came to the point.

“My friend, Arele Birnberger, a ‘shmates’
manufacturer is looking for a bookkeeper. His factory is

in Elindare Lana. Exegllent location by train, tram and

bus. Don't waste time. Arrange to see him today. There
are already many applicants for the position. Here, take
his address and telephone number. Just tell him that
Henry Goldstone recommended you. Arele Birnberger
is a good friend of mine. We have drunk more whisky
together than you have drunk soda water. You can
speak Polish with him. Good luck!”

| was grateful to Hershel Goldstein for the recom-
mendation. He asked me if he could lend me any
money.

““No, thank you, Hershel. | just want to say, ‘a
friend in need is a friend indeed'."”

On the same day, | rang Mr. Birnberger, asking for
an interview. Then | went to a barber's shop to have a
hair-cut. | whispered to the barber: “I'll give you five
shillings extra to make me look ten years younger.” The
barber answered, also in a whisper: 'Although | am not
a Professor Voronov, I'll do my best. Leave it to me."’

In my Sunday best and looking ten years younger,
| went for the interview. The manufacturer, who was
about my age, a Polish Jew from Warsaw, received me
in a very small reception room, so we were sitting very
close to each other. Because his Cambridge English
perfectly matched my Oxford one, we chose to speak
Polish.

“‘Hershel Goldstein rang me about you. So you are
a bookkeeper and you are looking for a job?"’

"That's correct, Mr. Birnberger.”’

“Excellent, you came just in time. A couple of days
ago my bookkeeper left me without giving notice. |
think it's not nice to run away from a job."”

“’| entirely share your opinion, Mr. Birnberger.”

*’| see you are not a spring chicken, | presume you
are an experienced bookkeeper. What is your age?"’
Mr. Birnberger asked immodestly.

““Mr. Birnberger, just imagine for a moment you
are talking to a lady."’ | said modestly.

| understand. Do you know Kalamazoo?"’

“| am sorry, Mr. Birnberger, | don’t know such a
person."’

“Don‘t you know Kalamazoo?,” Mr. Birnberger
repeated, looking at me, open-mouthed, and in
wonder. ‘'Hershel Goldstein told me that you are an ex-
perienced bookkeeper, so you must know Kalamazoo.”

“| know kamikaze and harakiri, but about
Kalamazoo, | hear for the first time."”

“\What is kamikaze and harakiri?’* asked the

manufacturer. _ .
A kind of suicide practised in Japan.”’ ;
“| am not interested in your kamikaze and

harakiri,”” said Mr. Birnberger disappointingly. My
business, thank goodness, is 0.K. | am not going to
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commit suicide. So, if you don’t know Kalamazoo, you
can’t get the job. | wish you much success in finding a
job elsewhere."”

For a while Mr. Birnberger remained lost in
thought, but when | was about to leave, he said:

‘' After all, why not show you Kalamazoo? Let's go
to the bookkeeper’s room. I'll show you Kalamazoo.”’

The mysterious Kalamazoo turned out to be a sim-
ple device for manual bookkeeping. When Mr. Birn-
berger showed me the journals and ledger, | thought: “'I
am at home."”” The Kalamazaoo was a system of book-
keeping which | knew perfectly and | said triumphantly:

““Mr. Birnberger, | know Kalamazoo."

“You see, | was sure that you knew. Debit, credit
and other ‘shmonzes’. You'll manage Kalamazoo. Let's
go back to the reception room.” There Mr. Birnberger
continued the interview:

“Your duty will also include writing business let-
ters, although | do have some doubts if you'll be able to
write these with your poor English. | cannot afford to
employ a correspondent to write a few business letters
weekly and to send monthly statements. Actually, |
have a secretary — Jane is her name — who knows all
secretarial duties except typing and writing business let-
ters. She is perfect in taking messages. Uncompetitive.
Do you know enough English to write a business letter?
It’s very important.”’

“Mr. Birnberger,” | said, ""You know from your
own experience that it takes time to learn a new
language. | believe that I'll improve my English and 'l
manage my duties to your entire satisfaction. Just give
me a chance, one week trial. If you are not satisfied
with my work, just tell me and I'll leave you peacefully.”

“All right, we shall begin tomorrow. Your wages
will be 18 pounds a week. If you are all right, I'll see . . .
Anyway, if the worst comes to the worst, you'll be pro-
moted to a presser or cleaner. You won't be jobless.”

Although | was used to office machines, | quickly
shifted to manual bookkeeping and worked with great
accuracy. My opposite, Jane, a young, pretty
Australian girl was talkative and | took advantage of
that foible to improve my English. She had two other
weaknesses which didn’t interfere with my job. She
very much liked to knit and to shop in office hours,
especially when Mr. Birnberger was out. Often he came
to the office, asking me:

“"Where is Jane?"’

’She left for banking.’’

"What time did she leave?”’

| didn’t notice the time."”

Mr. Birnberger was in a rage and shouted: “‘Look,
to bank a few cheques across the street at the A.N.Z.
Bank takes two hours? Just listen to what I'll tell her. |
am out of patience with this girl.”

When Jane appeared, she approached the boss
with such a sweet smile that he changed momentarily
to a mild little sheep.

“Look Mr. Birnberger at what | bought at Myer's.
Do you like it?"’

"Of course, Jane, you really have good taste,” and
Mr. Birnberger's rage changed to a grimace betraying
embarrassment.

Towards me, however, Mr. Birnberger was strict.
He watched that | was not late for work, and when a
morning traffic jam delayed me by 10 minutes, | was
unkindly reprimanded. After all, | was a newcomer; and
besides | didn’t have Jane’s charming smile.

On the next day, Mr. Birnberger asked me to write
a business letter. | knew he wouldn’t be too happy to
dictate in English, so | proposed he dictate in Polish and

14 Melbourne Chronicle

| took notes.

“Do you know what to write?”" Mr. Birnberger
began. “Of course, you don’t know. How could you
know? So, I'll tell you what kind of customers | am deal-
ing with. You have no idea. Look, | gave this bastard —
You'll find his name and address in the ledger — 2 mon-
ths’ credit instead of 1 month and 2% % discount. Can
you imagine what this insolent man does? Of course,
you can’t. How could you? He sends a cheque once in
six months and deducts 5%. He wants me to become
bankrupt. Write him a letter and tell him what | think
about him. You know what | mean, don’t you? Yours
faithfully, Antarctic Fashions Pty. Ltd. Andrew Birn-
berger.”

| slipped out from the office and ran around the
corner to Collins Bookshop where | bought two books,
‘Business Letters’ and the ‘Modern Letter Writer’ which
contained a treasury of various letters for all occasions.
| put the books into the half-open drawer of my desk
and studied the contents of the volume ‘Business Let-
ters’ for an appropriate letter. In the chapter ‘Letters
respecting payments and accounts’ | found four letters
which could, through a recombination of several ex-
cerpts, meet Mr. Birnberger's demand. These letters
were:

‘Requesting a cheque in settlement’.

‘Asking remittance on account’.

“Disputing cash terms’

and

‘Complaining of long credit taken’.

| was a good two finger typist, so the letter was
ready in half an hour. | read my first business letter and
found my composition to be good. The letter read as
follows:

‘Dear Sir,

On looking at my books, | observe that you have
been in the habit of settling, for some time past, at six
months instead of two months as is done by my other
customers. | have no objection to continue granting
you that credit, but in this case | think it right to inform
you that you will not be entitled to discount on future
payments, as | can only allow it on current two-months
accounts. Should you wish to preserve your discount
you will please remit me the balance of the account last
delivered to you. | remain, dear Sir,

Yours truly,
Antarctic Fashions Pty. Ltd.,
Andrew Birnberger’.

| gave the letter to Mr. Birnberger to sign. He read
it several times, looking alternatively at me and at the
letter. He wiped his eyes with a handkerchief and turn-
ed to his secretary:

“Jane, please read this letter, | haven’t got my
glasses.” | saw after a while how Jane blushed, then
with a tempestuous display of excitement, said:

“Mr. Bimnberger, it's a perfect business letter.
Such beautiful English. A professional correspondent
wouldn't write better, | can’t find even one mistake.”

*‘Are you sure, Jane, that there are no mistakes?"’

“What do you think, Mr. Birnberger, that | don't
understand English? | finished business college, | am an
Australian-born girl, not a foreigner. Better sign the let-
ter and I'll post it for you."*

Jane's judgement was law and Mr. Birnberger
docilely signed the letter.

He turned to me. “‘From next week you'll get a
raise of two pounds,” said Mr. Andrew Birnberger who
drank more whisky with my benefactor Henry
Goldstone than | drank soda water.
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THE BEGINNING

It was pleasant indeed to sit in the sun, to talk a lit-
tle, and to listen to the rise and fall of the soft voice of
the gentleman alongside me.

The features were sharp, the face long and thin
and the complexion sallow and transparent. The bald
head was fringed with sparse grey hair wispy in the
wind. The crumpled suit completed the rather pathetic
figure. Mr. Cohen often sat outside on the bench in the
gardens. He seemed indifferent to the changing
elements.

““So you want me to tell you my story? But where
shall | begin?’’ He sat quiet, lost in his own world.

“The beginning’’, he mused aloud. ““Where is the
beginning? There are so many beginnings in one’s life-
time. Is it when | was conceived? Or is it the day | was
born? The day my mother took me to school at six years
of age, or at thirteen when | became a man, when |
stood in my new clothes in the synagogue reciting from
the prayer book, my heart filled with joy. Or was it when
| stood under the canopy with my beloved beautiful
bride? | stomped on the glass — the shattering of the
glass is music, music still in my ears! | steal a glance at
my wife now in anticipation of the joy to come in the
night. Or is it the day of my first born? The wonder, the
miracle of birth. Yes, yes there are so many beginnings
and there are just as many ends . . . Painful cruel painful
endings!

“How well | remember my first day at school. |
clutched at my mother’s skirt and wouldn’t let go. Just
like the other children, the other mothers, clutching and
crying. My mother, she gently coaxed me to be brave,
freed herself and left. | stood glued to the ground with
fear. | remember thinking | must get away but couldn’t
move. It was then that | felt a soft tiny warm hand tak-
ing hold of mine and giving me a gentle pull. A tiny slip
of a young girl coming no higher than my shoulder, w_ith
a mop of unruly black curls encircling her round olive
face, took my hand, black eyes looked at me steadfast-
ly. “Come it’s alright,” she said. It was alright. | was
alright. Always | was alright with Maureen!

Both our parents had stalls in Petticoat Lane. My
father sold men’s clothing. Above Maureen's father’s
stall boasted a big sign — Antiques and Objects d’art.
Mr. O’Grady was very enthusiastic and proud of this
sign and would become very angry with anyone who
laughed or sniggered at his wares after reading the sign.
The junk piled high in boxes. It was all buried under
years of grime. He carted those boxes to and fro, the
market and home. He didn’t make any money, which
didn’t seem to worry him. Life was a big circus, and his
stall and his junk were part of the act. His resounding
voice shouted above the many other criers trying to en-
tice people to buy goods. Once he coaxed a customer,
he thought nothing of spending half an hour kidding
and bartering with her over a sixpenny vase! Mr.
O'Grady was considered very poor even among the
poor of Whitechapel. They lived in a shabby house, the
small yard was filled to overflowing with a type of junk,
in different states of disrepair. It overflowed into the
house. Mr. O'Grady never turned anything away or
anybody who came to him to buy something or to sell
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something, and never despaired when this stuff didnt
sell. In fact he liked to see it accumulate. He was con-
vinced, the longer he could keep it the more it would go
up in value.

Maureen was the only child. A late conception.
She was loved and adored and little Maureen revelled in
it. Her little feet were planted firmly on the ground with
the first step she took, she never wavered. She was
born with a zest for life! When | look back, it is as if she
knew her short span of life. She knew and wanted to
crowd a life-time into a very few short years.

This happy shabby home became my refuge. |
escaped there from my morose father, from my poor
suffering mother who bore all my father's abuse and
complaints with a quiet resignation which was equally
hard for me to witness. We lived in a much better house
but there was never love and laughter!

My father considered himself a failure. He often ac-
cused my mother of trapping him into a marriage. He
came from Russia at the age of eighteen to England to
escape military service. He came straight to my grand-
father's house with a letter of introduction.

My grandfather was a tailor. He had a tiny shop
where trousers were machined on a foot treadle
machine, and sold them on the premises. His
customers consisted of the poor of the neighbourhood
who bought new trousers only when the old ones were
practically threadbare. The two small rooms above the
shop were overcrowded with daughters. My mother
was the eldest. My mattress was placed each night on
the floor of the workshop and each morning rolled up
again. He gave my father a couple of boxes and a board
to make a stall, gave him a couple of pairs of trousers,
and that's how my father started his career as a
stallholder in Petticoat Lane.

My mother was an ordinary plain humble woman. |
can't remember anything outstanding in her ap-
pearance. She always seemed to me to be with child,
poor woman. My father would go into a fury each time
she told him about her new pregnancy as if he had
nothing to do with it. How could he succeed with so
many mouths to feed? | don’t remember ever my father
speaking to me without a rebuke. No wonder | spent as
much time as | could at Maureen’s place. No two
households could have been so different. Maureen took
after her father. She had his carefree disposition, she
had his merry laughter and his happy ways. Short, pro-
bably no more than five foot nothing, with a round bel-
ly, a head of matted uncombed jet black hair, Mr.
O'Grady was a good man. Mrs. O'Grady contrasted
with her husband in appearance and manner. A tall
woman, she seldom smiled, didn’t speak much, always
looked pre-occupied. She was a shocking housekeeper.
Many a time she set out to cook a stew, put too much
water and it came out a soup, or vice versa. She started
with a soup, forgot all about it and finished with a stew.
If she was asked what was it she was cooking she
would reply ““How can | tell, with Lord’s help it will be a
stew, or with the Lord’s help it will be soup.”” Yet for all
her severe exterior she was sympathetic and kind. One
always found a neighbour there pouring out their
troubles or asking for help.
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My barmitzvah day — | remember looking at
myself in my new suit in the mirror. | saw a very tall
scraggy kid with a long face, a protruding nose, baggy
trousers, the jacket much too big — it was made for me
to grow into of course. My father came into the room,
“You look like a scarecrow.”” | was already awkward
and self-conscious without his remarks. We passed
through the dining room — the table set out for the par-
ty afterwards. Maureen and mother were setting the
tables out. There was the aroma of the honey cake cut
into triangles, biscuits, sponge cake, pickled herring,
fish made into small balls, wine and glasses. Everything
looked shining. As Maureen was setting out the glasses
she managed to slip her hand into mine just for a se-
cond, give it a little pull and whispered “It will be

alright.” | never cease to wonder to this day why
Maureen chose me. Me! She chose me. She could have
had anybody.

| had worked keenly and finished well at school. |
had set my heart on being a lawyer, a doctor or
something. Just something. But when it was time to go
for further education my father put an end to my hopes
and ambitions. ““Enough. Enough schooling.” | plead-
ed. | begged. He could not be moved. We quarrelled,
argued all day. | hated him. | cursed him.

| went into a men’s clothing factory. He had ideas
for me to learn the trade and for us to do business
together. So the years went by. The first world war
broke out. When it was 1915 — | turned 18. There were
recruiting units on every corner. They certainly concen-
trated on the East End. The promise of the glamour of
the war with its flag-waving and marches appealed
strongly to the poor and a lad like me. To many it was
an escape, an adventure. | hated the factory. | couldn’t
see any future there. | think it was also a type of
revenge, a way to pay out my father or perhaps to
escape. | knew how he would have opposed it, so one
day | turned up to break the news, complete in uniform.
Eventually | went to the Western front. God knows how
little glamour and adventure there is in standing in tren-
ches, knee deep in water, trying to kill, in constant fear
of being killed! So you go on killing; killing until you are
also an animal. You gloat and cheer when your bullet
finds its mark, and you see that bastard of a German —
a young man with fair hair, blue eyes, fly in the air and
fall to the ground in a heap. What kept me from losing
my sanity completely were Maureen’s letters, so many
letters and the few days leave we spent together.

She grew into a gorgeous creature, still she came
up only to my shoulders, she never passed this mark.
She was all woman! She expressed her sensitivity and
beauty in every move, in the way she walked, the way
she raised her hand to brush away her unruly curls. We
both were very conscious of each other, very devoted,
always wanting to be together and sharing. We were
married on the 12th of January 1918 on a bleak cold
day. After the ceremony we walked back in the blister-
ing wind holding hands. We were a subdued little cou-
ple. Mr. O'Grady was dead. Maureen and her mother
were in mourning. We had a small celebration in our
house and left for a three day honeymoon in Brighton.
Then back to the war for me. The war was coming to its
close, but | managed to get only @ few days leave for
my first son’s birth and life was full of promise and hope
once more. Eventually | was discharged and we set up
house in a two room apartment. | got a job in a clothing
factory and the following year | was to start night
classes. | still dreamt | would be something. | would do
some more learning, then perhaps we would decide.
But our happiness together was short-lived.
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Before long Maureen was with child again. What
followed? | cannot separate, distinguish her agony from
my own agony! Complications. What was it all? How
long? She died at childbirth. My anger battles my grief.
Shovels of earth thunder in my ears as they are dropped
on the coffin by relatives and friends. The earth is raked
flat, and smooth, and Maureen is there, gone. | am im-
prisoned now alone . . . But | am not alone.

| must go on, with her and my children. | must try
to give them something of her way of life. Here | am —
twenty-four — a widower, with a baby and a three year
old child. This indeed was a beginning, a beginning of a
life without Maureen. | moved in with my mother-in-law
and took over the family business with the sign and all.
The children were installed in Maureen’s old room and |
slept in the living room.

Over the years | sorted out accumulated junk and
found many valuable pieces. Mr. O’'Grady’s predictions
were coming true. The fashion for antiques and old
things was coming into vogue. There were pieces of an-
tique silver hidden under years of neglect and grime. As
| learned more of the art and developed a love for the
old beautiful pieces the years slipped by, the boys were
growing up. | took a small shop in High Street,
Whitechapel. | then started going only for selected
genuine pieces. | became known. Customers came
from the north as well as the south of London. When
someone wanted something in particular it was me he
came to see, old Mr. Cohen. Still | kept a stall at the
Petticoat Lane on Sundays. The place, | hated so much
as a boy when | had to help my father, | had grown to
love. | grew to love the hustle and bustle. | had all my
old cronies there.

The dream of becoming a lawyer, a doctor, an
engineer grew dimmer and dimmer as the years passed.
Like many before me, | thought | could live my life
through my children and my sons would have the op-
portunities. Maybe my son would be a professional
man. | couldn’t imagine or visualise that he might not
want to be something special. But he chose to be what
we now call a ‘bum’. To bum around. He had
Maureen’s looks, her charm and everything. But even-
tually | know he found his own way. He went into the
radio world. The younger son studied and became an
electrical engineer. They both came to Australia, but |
still stayed on in the same house, the same little house
which had always been our home.

_ Change came too quickly. Petticoat Lane changed
in character. Pakistanis, Jamaicans, newcomers and
tourists were attracted and came in throngs. But the
humour, the bartering, the bantering, the familiar faces
all disappeared. | took down my sign. My house was
bulldozed to make way for a highway. They said, | was
compensated.

. Yes. | came to Australia. | have found a home here
in this Home. Yes. It's alright. It's alright really. | amin a
new country. A new way of life. To the young nurse
who brings the pills on the tray I'm a ‘good old fellow’.
The lady in the kiosk raises her voice to a shout when
addressing mel There is nothing wrong with my hear-
ing. | have lived eight decades and more, but there is
nothing wrong with my hearing, my memory, my com-
prehension. But here | am not the Mr. Cohen of Pet-
ticoat Lane. | have lost my identity.

Sometimes | see my sons. Sometimes, sometimes
my grandchildren. | would like to talk more with them. |
would like them to come to stay, to stay awhile. What
did you ask me? Ah yes. To start at the beginning? Yes.
| must start again.
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Lately, like a wave
Rise and abate

This mood

Has me covered,
Won't shake off.
Sweeps through
Carries,

Awhile remains.

| say, it doesn’t matter.

I'm Australian
*So what"”’,

You mutter,
Impatient.

Its significance | wear,
Not patriotism

As seeming

For each Olympics.

There, they were shot
Cameras, television,
Andl,

Distant.

God

It hurt!

1, only young
Understood

Flags in peace
Blood,

Pain.

| remember.

A proud heritage
Of strength
Conviction.

Convicted!
For what?
Chosen,
For what?

And I'm Australian.
The old history
Timeless,

Flows,

Saturates the new
Seeps its strength
And pain.

My people

Have no monopoly on suffering
Though they may seem . . .
Are

Proud.

Who are they?

I’'m Australian,

| am a Jew,

Am | not?

Proud.

My heritage.

What's for dinner?

| wash.
~Blessed art Thou, O Lord . . .

King of the Universe”
Mashed potato and chops.

MOOD

You couldn’t tell?

No big nose,

But | wear the star
White, not yellow,
Metal, not cloth,

Free, not stitched,

On chain and soul
Proudly.

(Though

Sometimes with disgust
| turn away from those
Feeble

Bobbing

Men

Dark and dying.

My Exodus.)

You can accuse

| chose this wave

Wallowing;

The pain, not my own,
Surging in my veins,
Melancholy flowing in the tide.

You could be right.

It doesn’t matter,

| still sift through

The photos,

Books and files,

Reminders become memories
Vivid as if,

As if | had lived them

Myself.

I’'m Australian.

| only sleep the nightmare.
The tattoo glares

From the fabric dealer’s arm
At the market.

Born Australian
Jewish.
Four generations

Isolated.

My mother’s line

My inheritance.

| must learn Hebrew,
Cross the waters

Travel this foreign country
Thought and ways

Of a rich heritage.

Not lose the way.

The Menorah stands.
My grandfather’s.

He

Always stern and quiet
Respect.

Persevered,

Ate only kosher,
Encouraged curiosity,
Even of Christian ways;
The Australian way of life.
Forget the past,
History.

Now |I’'m muttering.
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You are right.

Past:

Second war, pogroms,
Slaughters, exiles . . .
And the Law.
Shabbas and football
I'm muttering again.
The Australian Jew;
Few live both dreams.

We belong here
This Island.

Not the madness of
Cramped, crushed
Europe;

The delirium of
Deserts,

Thirsting power.
Australian.
Isolated.

Sea of my heritage
Floods.

You accuse

| drown in its depths,
Past,

Beyond my horizon.

My mother within me
And channels of the past,
Torment;

The surface beckons

To breathe

Sensing air.

The Nazi,

Politicians,

National Front, Ku Klux Klan
And terrorism

Flood T.V.

’Past’’, you say.

You accuse.

Optimism, life in action,
Help tread the current
So that | may continue.
She’ll be right,

All will be well

My friend.

My mood,

A wave,

Ebbs and flows.

“"Good News For Modern Man’
The newspapers, T.V.
Pessimists!

Will have none of it.

Thank God, | feel this surge
Of warmth,

For deep wine,

For this cosy room.

What's for dinner?
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JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA

— ANNA ZANDBERG

by Adela Shaw

I have watched with satisfaction Anna Zandberg's
development as a gifted artist. Her natural talent was
more than adequately displayed in her first one-woman
show in February 1981 at the Malvern Artists’ Society, a
society of which she has been a member for many
years. A dedicated artist with a broad vision, she show-
ed considerable versatility and diversity in her depiction
of landscapes, seascapes and well-balanced figure
compositions both in oil and in watercolour. The exhibi-
tion attracted large attendances.

Anna Zandberg was born in Poland where, she
says, she had a happy childhood. World War I,
however, disrupted her life there and her studies.

“Little did | know what lay ahead of me,’’ she says.
“It is difficult to speak of my experiences when, as a
teenager, poverty took hold of me and | became an
enslaved refugee. My dreams then had been to study
art. These became a mere shadow. But even then, |
sought out the beautiful and observed the blue skies,
the horizons, the many-coloured fields. | was put to
work with other colourless figures and thought myself
as such as well.”’

Anna Zandberg survived and migrated to lItaly
where she trained as a nurse. Her talent as an artist was
recognised by Professor Sirroli when he saw her
anatomical drawings in her exercise book. ** ‘Nurse’,
he said to me, ‘one day you will make a good painter’ *'.

Anna Zandberg arrived in Australia with her hus-
band in 1950. The years that followed were marked by
hard work simply to make a living and raise a family in
the new country. In time, however, her ambition took
command. Attaining to greater security, she
rediscovered her lost dreams. She subsequently studied
under myself in 1966, then under William Frater,
Dorothy Baker and Brian Gilligin who was her teacher in
the use of watercolours. It is on watercolours that she
has concentrated recently. Her landscapes depict her
individuality and her fondness for open spaces. With
her artistic touch, she brings nature to life on both can-

vas and paper. She is able to depict the essence of
nature in such a way that its beauty is conveyed vividly
to the viewer. She is very much influenced, she says,
by the Impressionists, particularly by Cezanne.

Despite the hardships she experienced, none of
these are reflected in her work. On the contrary, she
shtl:vws greater enthusiasm for creating works of vibrant
colour.

Anna Zandberg has been involved with the Bezalel
Fellowship of Arts, the Victorian Artists’ Society, the
Malvern Artists’ Society, the Camberwell Rotary Club,
among other groups. Her work is included in several
private collections both in Australia and overseas.
Through her commitment, she has fulfilled her ambition
to give herself to art, and one looks forward to further
displays of her work.

WINTER SONATA

Winter-City . . .
a Cathedral-spire supports
the grey velvet winter-sky . . .
Awning above our vanity-fair —
tent, sheltering this our Caravanserai.

A building site: rail-tracks are laid:
the steel-fingers of man-made machines
slice precise patterns out of space.

What will these conveyances convey?!

Men will race

Out of the present-tenses

Frantically fleeing subjunctive and its consequences!

Wera Goldman

In Concrete they build with speed and ease,
But when it comes to Intangible structures —
there they feel a brain-credit-squeeze!
In the winter shadow all those moving shapes
become silver-black photostat-copies and freeze . .

And so, treasure-hunting for friendly associations
hurdling over misconceptions,

My thoughts go scouting through this maze of
profuse perceptions . . .

Winter-City —
frosty dull blue-ness of the mind . . .
But Memory of You is haloed in white light
and unique of its kind!
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BOOK REVIEWS

OUTLINES OF AUSTRALIAN ART: The Joseph Brown Collection —
Expanded Edition, by Daniel Thomas (Macmillan Co. of Australia, 1980.

$35.00)

Joseph Brown arrived in Australia in 1933 at the
age of 15, the son of Polish-Jewish immigrants. He has
since become a leading dealer of Australian art for
many years. As a separate endeavour, he has built a
private collection of Australiana that is not limited to
specialisation of any particular period, school or subject
matter, Rather has he attempted to cover the whole
spectrum of art linked by one common factor — some
aspect that is Australian, or as Brown puts it, "‘has the
work made any contribution to Australian Art?".
Because the works are in a private collection, this book
gives the reader an opportunity to view paintings and
sculpture that are not generally available to the public or
illustrated in other books or catalogues of public
collectors, The fact that he began collecting in the
1950s has enabled the collection to include many works
representative of the highest quality of artists that were
not until recent years well regarded or priced; today the
average individual who would seek to emulate Joseph
Brown and build a representative collection would have
great difficulty in acquiring works of the quality and
range of this collection. Works of fine quality are
becoming scarcer on the open market and when they
do appear they are now often acquired by public
institutions or at very high prices. However, what this
book does illustrate is that serious collecting is possible
beyond mere adherence to the fashionable names,
particularly if the collector aims for the quality
illustrated in this collection. Often a work by a less
known or "“popular’’ artist is preferable to a single lesser
work by any of Australia’s leading painters, for which
one would have to pay a large sum.

This book is important in another respect. As a
dealer Joseph Brown has brought to the public's
attention works of artists neglected in the general
retrospective of Australian Art — artists such as De
Maistre, Danilla Vasillief, Peter Purves-Smith, John
Peter Russell and Tudor St. George Tucker. Their place
is more readily appreciated in the general context of this
collection.

Diversity of style is another keynote of this book,
Joseph Brown submits that he has never been inclined
towards any particular style of painting. Perhaps this is
true, or at least it is his belief. There is a strong
assembly of nineteenth-century artists including a
number of lesser-knowns although the prolific J. A.
Turner appears to be unrepresented. Some of the

Reviewed by Frank Tisher

works illustrated include some unusual examples that
are not necessarily as typical as we have come to
expect of certain artists; for example, “‘Childers Cove”
by Louis Buvelot (1875) (Number 34) is a seascape by
this ““father figure’’ of Australian Art but still of the
highest quality. The later years of the last century are
reflected by many fine examples of Australian
Impressionism including one section on "’Expatriates”’
(Bertram McKennal, John Peter Russell and Rupert
Bunny), who chose to work in Europe. Approximately
one-third of the book is devoted to the pre-twentieth-
century and there is accompanying text with
commentaries on the painters represented, or on the
specific work in the collection. The text is easy to read,
without delving too deeply either into the lives of the
artists or the period but providing sufficient to interest
the reader generally.

The twentieth-century is divided basically into 5
sections: conservatism, modernism, the Antipodeans,
the Sydney school and contemporary art. This would
seem to be a reasonable way of classifying this
century’s painters, although those who seek material
on contemporary art would be disappointed,
particularly by the brevity of the text. The twentieth-
century is represented by many fine examples including
a magnificent Peter Purves-Smith — “'Paris, (1938)";
“"Refugees’” by Victor O'Connor (1942); a fine work by
Josl Bergner ‘“House Backs at Parkville’; a varied
collection of Arthur Boyd's works, and the Sydney trio
of John Passmore, Godfrey Miller and Ralph Balson,
although the works chosen of Fred Williams seemed a
little disappointing.

It is seven years since the first publication of this
book and the expanded edition enlarges the previous
one by about one-third. Rather than combine additions
of 63 works into the “first collection’ with appropriate
text insertions, the additions have been treated as a
separate section. There is an interesting interview with
Joseph Brown on the inclusion of different works to
remedy certain initial gaps and to extend the viewing of
certain artists not adequately represented previously,
and the way in which some works were acquired.
Finally there is a catalogue of all the works contained in
the book.

The quality of the photographs, colour and printing
is excellent. For those persons who want a general,
well-documented book on Australian Art, this book is
highly recommended.

Melbourne Chronicle

February-March 19582 19




DIRTY FRIENDS by Morris Lurie

Reviewed by Leon Bach

In one of the stories in this collection, “Her Life: a
Fragment’’, Morris Lurie writes:

“Fiction is art, and art a metaphor, that resonant
bell to the hearts of our lives, a game, yes, call it
that .... But it is more than that, much more ... Itis our
central concern, no less. But fiction is a game not
always possible to be played.”

This collection of seventeen short stories illustrates
that statement. Not for Lurie the extravagant leaps of
fantasy of Gabriel Garcia Marquez, nor the mind-
boggling convolutions of Jorge Luis Borges. Lurie is
rather a painter of word portraits, a dweller in the
borderland of fiction and biography (autobiography,
dare | suggest?).

*“Dirty Friends'’ appears to consist of two types of
stories:

The first are the word portraits mentioned above,
pure and simple. In these, we are presented with an
economical and often wryly humorous encapsulated
moment from the character’s life. More often than not,
this moment is not one of high adventure, nor is it
necessarily a crucial point in the person’s life. Didactics
are absent; we are merely given the circumstances, and
it is for us to judge. The endings rarely have an ironic
twist or moralising aspect; the story having been told, it
fades out gracefully.

Characterisation is marked by obsession; with
privacy and fear of the nature as in ““Africa Wall”’, with
maddening jealously as in “Who is Phillip?”’, and the
hilariously-tenuous link between antique purchasing
and wild love-making as in “’Rattle Bang"’, perhaps the
funniest story in the collection.

The second type of story — and of these there are
seven — appear to deal with Lurie’s obsession: his
family; and it is here that “fiction is a game not possible
to be played”’. We are introduced variously to Moses
(Morris?) and his uncles, his mother, his father, his
grandmother, his sister, his brother, his wife, his
children. He hasn’t spoken to his sister in twenty years,
he feels protective towards his brother, Ben, but when
we get to the older generation, it's not so simple: am-
bivalence abounds. Adjustment to a new society after
Poland and Palestine is difficult for the family, and
reconciliation of Anglo-Saxon refinement and the pur-
suit of the intellect with the earthy, sometimes vulgar
ways and expectations of the European lies uneasily.

“Did he want me to be like him? | can’t. That's
just not me. He's got no ambition, he never
wanted to be anything. Breaking rocks in a
quarry in Palestine. | can’t do that”.

Frighteningly, despite this rejection, Moses finds
himself uncontrollably behaving in exactly the manner
he finds so odious in his father. Thus, in “Mowing"’, he
perpetrates the identical humiliating misdeeds upon his
son as his father did to him; in "Outrageous
Behaviour’’, he loses control for an instant, a lapse
which previously he found embarrassing in his father's
actions. At times, he does however approach
understanding. After damning his grandmother in
““Bobbeh"”, he concludes:

"My face burns with shame . . . | am a child. |
understand nothing . . . | stand with my head bowed,
made humble by the bobbeh’s towering love."

What we have then is a book of gentle insights, of
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stories spun deftly and with feeling, never plunging into
the depths of the soul, but then never claiming to do so.
Well-written, without pretentious embellishment, worth
reading when light but not meaningless reading is
sought.

EVERY DAY

Karen Cohen

Somebody said the war is over

yet we kill each other every day.
When you hate me for being a Jew
I resent your misunderstanding.
We turn away

neither giving

becoming two strangers.

Can anyone say he is truly an island?
Surely in living we have touched
without realising

spoken without words

learnt so much we have taken in
without knowing we had heard.

Will you stay black and | white?
Will | stay black and you white?
Or could we try being grey,
move closer to wholeness.

For as long as we have our backs to
each other

and this anger at our differences

there will be differences

and when could we stop being wrong?

If somebody said that the war had resumed
would you blame me

or would | blame you?

Still

somebody said the war is over

thank G-d

yet we kill each other every day

yes

every day.

OLD MAN’'S ANXIETY

A. Cykiert

My time has passed. The sun is setting.
The future speaks of nought but pain.
The chime of clocks awakes my fretting,
for soon — the last ray will be setting . . .
and yet despite the fear of pain

| would not wish my youth again.

My day was but a dish of sorrow.

A world into the abyss gone.

| see the same in your tomorrow
and grieve for it — in bitter sorrow.
A winter night without a dawn
From which all joy of life is gone . . .
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70th Annual Report of Activities

Two major political events of the past year, both
affecting world Jewry, were elections: The Presidential
in the U.S.A. and for the Knesset in Israel.

The new American President’s attempts to win the
friendship of Saudi Arabia with the help of huge
deliveries of the most modern arms, have caused a
great deal of concernin Medinat Israel and in all Jewish

communities throughout the world.
The global interest in the results of the Knesset

elections, again demonstrated the great importance of
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events in the Middle East for the whole world.

Because the elections have also generated a great
deal of interest in our community, the ‘‘Kadimah"
organised a symposium, where representatives of the
major Israeli parties were given the opportunity to pre-
sent their points of view.

During the latter part of the year, Australian
Jewry had taken an active part in the general debate
about future participation of Australian Servicemen in
the Sinai peace-keeping force.

The highlight of our activities during the past year
was the 70th anniversary of “’Kadimah’’ in Melbourne.
Most local Jewish institutions participated in the
solemn function to celebrate that great occasion.
Numerous greetings were also received from overseas
individuals and organisations. As well, two special an-
niversary editions of ‘‘The Melbourne Chronicle”’, con-
taining appropriate feature articles and documents of
“Kadimah’s'* past, were published. 178 greetings were
collected among ‘‘Kadimah” supporters in the com-
munity and printed in these editions.

In its endeavour to widen the field of Yiddish
culture, “Kadimah’® inspired its executive member,
Alex Dafner to renew the activities of the Youth
Theatre. Their first production of a revue was very suc-
cessful.

The youthful musical group, ““Flamen’’, have per-
formed on many of our cultural functions. We
recognise them as an important creative group,
devoted to Yiddish activities amoung our young people.

“Kadimah's”’ representatives at the Victorian
Jewish Board of Deputies were: Messrs. S. Burstyn, P.
Ringelblum and M. Rabinowicz. They all participated
actively in the meetings of the Board. As well, Mr. Y.
Sher, a member of our executive and S. Wolski, the
honorary solicitor of the “Kadimah’ were appointed to
the executive of the V.J.B.D.

The representatives of ““Kadimah to the various
V.J.B.D. committees were: Education — Mrs. Gotlib;
Heritage — P. Krystal. Our representatives at the
V.J.B.D. perform important duties in the preparations
to the annual Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration Even-
ing.
Some members of our executive are actively
engaged in the work of the Sholem Aleichem College.
We note with great satisfaction, that this sole Yiddish
day-school in Australia has just celebrated its first
graduation of students. We appreciate the efforts of the
members of the School Committee and we consider
their work as a very important part of Yiddish cultural
activities in this country.

““Kadimah’ is also well represented on the World
Council for Yiddish culture. “Kadimah” will send its
delegates to the next Conference of the Council, to be
held in Canada in May 1982.

Mr Bono Wiener, a ‘‘Kadimah” committee
member, held the position of vice-president of the
Council.

The Russian Jewish immigrant’s club ““Shalom”
has found a home in the ““Kadimah’ building. The
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Shalom committee received all possible help from the
“"Kadimah’ committee, with whom it has established a
close working relationship.

The ““Kadimah" library continued to grow during
the past year. Its large collection of books on Jewish
topics in English became very popular among Jewish
students of all ages.

The library maintained its policy of acquiring new
Yiddish books published all over the world. The
reading room was always well supplied with up-to-date
local and foreign newspapers and magazines.

We can state with satisfaction that our library,
which became a Melbourne institution in its own right,
is also a significant branch of our cultural activities. In
charge of the library is Mrs Rose Blustein, who is also a
member of the ““Kadimah’’ executive.

The Yiddish radio broadcasts were produced under
the leadership of our executive members: Messrs.
Yasha Sher, Pinie Ringelblum and Alex Dafner (youth
programme).

The half-hourly programmes, broadcast four times
per week, have developed into a significant cultural
enterprise. Their popularity among a wide section of the
community, proved them to be a worthy achievement
for Yiddish culture.

The activities of the affiliated ‘“Hazomir Choir"’
were financially supported by the ‘’Kadimah’* commit-
tee, whose representative to the choir was Mr
Rabinowicz. The choir sang at all important communal
functions and also presented its achievements at the
yearly public concert.

The “Kadimah' Chess Club (Pres. Mr. Topiol), has
grown considerably. With a membership of 50 players,
it is considered as one of the most representative in
Melbourne.

The tragic losses suffered by the “’David Herman'*
Theatre (Pres. Yasha Sher), during the past two years,
have adversely affected its activities. However, the
theatre group has resumed its work. Hopefully, it will
soon be able to present Yiddish theatrical productions
to the public.

It is worth mentioning the three cultural func-
tions, (apart from the Anniversary Celebration) held
during the past year:

The visit of the young academic from Canada, Mr
Eugene Orenstein, who inspired his large audiences at
the highly educative and most interesting lectures;

The meeting addressed by the famous interna-
tional lawyer Samuel Pisar, who visited Australia under
the patronage of the "Kadimah”, and spoke at func-
tions in Melbourne and Sydney;

The return visit of the artists-couple from Israel,
Etel Kovenska and Lev Kagan.

Thanks to the Melbourne Chronicle, the bi-
lingual magazine published by the ‘““Kadimah, the
work of the ““Kadimah’’ is known in the world Jewish
press, among Jewish writers and Yiddish culture
activists.

During the past year your committee had to deal
with some serious management problems. The commit-
tee solved them satisfactorily, for the benefit of the
""Kadimah.

The Journal “"Melbourne Chronicle”

The journal was founded in December 1975, since
which time 29 issues have been published. Each issue
contained both an English and Yiddish section. The
Yiddish is named ‘“Melbourne Bletter’, and the English

22 Melbourne Chronicle

“The Melbourne Chronicle”. Its editorial board consists
of the following members of the Kadimah Executive: M.
Ajzenbud, J. Orbach, S. Burstin, 1. M. Lewin, P.
Ringelblum. Administration — P. Krystal. This report
concerns the four issues (April 1981-Dec. 1981) during
the course of which time very important events i
Jewish life in general, as well as in Israel and in
Australia, have been dealt with.

_ The Editor of the English section was Dr. Serge
Liberman. The journal brought an excellent response
from the Jewish literary world, and we have received a
number of articles, and other works on various themes
with requests for publication. Unfortunately, we are
limited in space available, the reason being that we are
working with a substantial financial deficit, and we
cannot afford to burden the Kadimah budget any more
than we already have.

The David Herman Theatre

. The 1981 theatre season was not a productive one.
Bitter providence has taken yet another actress and
actor from our ranks. Gitl Zaydenberg, committee
member, and Moishe Kenigstein a member of the
theatre collective, have prematurely left us forever.

It took a considerable time for the theatre collective
to recover from yet another blow, before we could
begin work again,

_There is a plan to begin next year's season with a
variety evening. We have also had contact with an
Israeli Yiddish actress who will visit Melbourne during
next year, and who will hold performances in conjunc-
tion with our theatre.

The committee has held a series of meetings, and
the whole collective has met several times.

The theatre committee is composed of the
following members: Yos| Haberman, Gitl Zaydenberg
{R.I.P.), Rochel Levita, Tsila Mirkin-Hartman, Leah
gil:fr' Mayir Ceprow, Mendl Smerling and Yasha

Youth at the Kadimah

The involvement of young people in the life and
work of the Kadimah this year was a modest one.

The most significant involvement during this year
occurred through the re-calling of persons interested in
Yiddish theatre because of the past successes of the
youth theatre, and the attraction that the stage
presents. The theatre has been the best way to
stimulate a larger number of people. Some 30 young
people ranging from between 18 and 35 years of age
worked on two short plays. ;

These efforts were included in the 70 year Jubilee
celebration, and in a variety show based around the
theme of a live wireless show. This show presented the
youth theatre, 3EA radio collective, *'The Flamen'’ and
other individuals. The show was a success. :

_The musical-singing group “‘The Flamen'’ merit a
particular mention for their hard work and enthusiasm
in Kadimah functions as well as the general community.

Choir Report
Choir resumed its activities on January 13th 1981.

We were invited by Channel 0 from Sydney, for our
choir to sing Advance Australia Fair.
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We sang at the Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration
on 30th April. We were invited by the ladies Shalom
Lodge to sing for a get together of elderly folk at B'nai
B'rith Lodge on 31st May. As there were only 60 people
we decided to send our soloists to entertain the people-

Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemsky, Joy Mariner,
Alex Blank and our pianist Miriam Rochlin kindly
agreed. They have given an excellent show, which the
people enjoyed very much, ]

We sang for the Montefiore Homes, organised by
the Ladies Harmony Lodge B'nai B'rith, a letter of
thanks has been received from their secretary Mrs.
Remi.

Our annual concert was held on 29 November at
Kadimah Hall. This year's concert included yound
people. Our ball was held on 5th December at Leo Flng
Hall, and an end of year party was held on 13t
December for choir members, their families and friends.

Annual Chess Clyb Report

The Kadimah Chess Club Sel n St., Elstern-
wick, is open from 2 p.m 7 5 T :vv;ry Saturday and
Sunday, and on public holidays. The Chess Club ha}sc
been very well attended during the year, and each wee
we have welcomed some nNew players. In paﬂiculanﬁsm
top Victorian chess players haye joined our club- T,EtV
are Mr. Kagan (a Russian immigrant), Mr. Benedict,
Mr. Rosenberg, Mr. Faigman my. 7ukerman, and Mr-
Yitzhak Sahar, who is 3 candidate for a chess-mam%ré
and who displayed his "great talent when
simultaneously played 29 other players from our club.

Another event held z¢ our club was a simultaneous

match — Mr. lan Rogerg (t 2 o hampion
against 22 Kadimah memjpe o he Australi

For the first time jp the h
we organised a Club Chg h
year.

Club,
istory of our Chess & .
“"Dionsr?ifp at the end of 1

| have tried to arrangg ;o hes with non-
Jewish clubs without sﬁcc';tsi' %:bt;:gz:,cclubs do '_’:;t
want to play on the weejg 4o ‘hut only on weeknights:
which does Nt Suit our mep i OUr

New MEMDETs arg | e 10 jO
Club, Membership fegg yaYS ry welce™™ adults, 95
p.a. for Pensioners ang Studenn: p.a. ,

As | have mentigngy in pre\fi‘ reports, We acc_Brl‘Jg
beginners free every s, 15 n2p.m. and coaching
is also available freg charom A% N o who i i
terested, should conty the %e. 'de‘ﬁlt of t
Club, Mr. M. Topial usinessrggla 2395; Private:
22 7bne final mentigp, of ¢ our Club,
o 212 3000 Hayry e mombers 2o Gl
they are, Mr. Kagan, m. Kallish ang Mr. Harding:

The Kadin, ; j
During 1981 th ah Library 198

i inued 10

grow and attract new éfg;?ah Library cont -

English collact]on_ T':'EI'S. ’ cquired 51:)r‘l"lt
100 new Jt;tJf:i Mainjy ;| tehelerargsao oloce;uass
iterature, N pre. areas 9%.  otur
::\Egil as a large numpg, arDEU"’Pe- _Yi‘?d'sntllg:-r monE
the books aCQuireq 4 %Dulqr fiction U5y bo
rowers. 0 titles dona

icle
Melbourné Cchron'®

Yiddish collection: Although the reorganisation
of the Yiddish collection is well advanced, there still re-
mains a great deal of work until the collection is com-
pletely recatalogued. The acquisition of new titles is
also proving difficult because of limited access to the
Yiddish publishing r]ouses throughout the world. Con-
sequently the Yiddish collection has only expanded
marginally.

The Library hgs attracted a number of students
seeking specific information in both Yiddish and
English. Many of these borrowers have become aware
of the Library’s collection through the book reviews
read on the Yiddish Youth Program on 3EA, as well as
through the quarterly announcements of al| new books
received which are sent to all Jewish institutions,

A special thanks is extended to Mrs. Esther Ber-
man, who has taken over the day to day running of the
Library, and has continued to maintain a high standard
of service.

Yiddish Radio Broadcasts

The popularity of the Yiddish
increase. There is no doubt that 1
important part in the proliferation a
Yiddish culture and in publicising cultural and social

functions as well as in communicating cur
3 rent events
from Israel and the Diaspora. :

It is worth notin
used on occasions in P

programs is on the
his media plays an
nd strengthening of

D. Apelowicz and E
material.

The Youth progr. .
devoted organi gram {MondaYS 5.30 p.m.) lost its

.~ format with greater emphasis on
communal and social life, Co-ordinator of the Yiddish
broaica_sts —P. Ringelblym

S In the past, Yiddish broadcasts can be heard, in

conjunction with ]
kH) on the followin eg;s:_-’ and English, on 3EA (1224

{Engﬁ;hr;-dar(:) 11%00'10'30 a.m. — Jewish Kaleidoscope
entertain +19-10.30 a.m, Hebrew and English

tertainmen’ . 10-30-11.00 am. @ YIDDISH
en e“:é?‘?:n_t and mysic (Yasha Sherli.

Hebrew: 5.3‘8-65&0-5'30 P.m. — News and music in
Wednesday: i — YIDDISH youth program.
children and Yoo 1:2%-11:30 a.m. '— YIDDISH for
p.m.F—.dIsraeIi music‘pmg"am for schools); 11.30-12.00

"Tiday: 4.30.5,09 ;
and intarviews, ang L?{;?é — YIDDISH News, views

ry corner (P. Ringelblum);



In September, 1980 a committee of eleven
members were elected. They divided their work into
eight sub-committees. The most successful
achievements were obtained by the cultural committee
under the chairmanship of Seva Rubinstein. They had
to their credit eight concerts, two literary/ musical even-
ings, six entertainment evenings for the club members,
two performances of the children’s music school. They
also performed in three voluntary concerts — two for
the Montefiore Homes and one Chanuke concert in
Kew synagogue. Regular film evenings for the Russian
immigrants were also started.

Attendances to all these functions were about 1600
people, most of them Jews from the Soviet Union.

The Club spent $2,125 on organising the library. At
present, there are some 600 books, with subscriptions
to three journals and 4 newspapers from around the
world, all in the Russian language. The library operates
regularly and has a membership of 85 families (about
250 readers).

With the help of immigree-teachers, a music
school was established, as well as an art studio and a
chess club for children. For a short time Yiddish lessons
were provided but were discontinued due to lack of en-
thusiasm.

The newspaper ‘“Shalom’” in Russian (edited by
Ziama Plotke) has been published regularly, and has
grown into a professional paper, with 500 subscribers,
mostly in Melbourne, with some readers in Sydney and
Adelaide. The editorial board is striving to enlarge the
paper with more interesting material, and to obtain
more advertising in order to become self-supporting.

The committee for helping accommodate people
into the workforce, especially engineers and techni.
cians (chairman Fred Furman) organised a consultation
meeting for 40 specialists.

The sports section, (under the leadership of Igor
Klaf) organised a number of sports groups: football,
table-tennis etc.

The youth committee worked well under the
leadership of Roma Markus. It organised 7 disco even-
ings, 3 excursions, with the participation of about 100-
150 young people. Some 30 young people met once a
week in the Kadimah, where projects of further work
are planned.

The Welfare Committee (chaired b Kira W =
man) worked with the Jewish Welfare éoclir:ty ir?sgsé-
viding help for needy families.

The main aim of Shalom, to organise the Russi

: A ussi
Jews into a club, has been realised. The Club also paa:
ticipates with other organisations in the cultural life of
the community.

In 1981 a new committee of 15
They were:

Mark Goldfield — Chairman (tel. 850 9241)

Seva Rubinstein — Vice-Chairman (tel, 527 5209)

Victor Korin — Secretary (859 6034)

Ziama Plotke — Ediéor of “"Shalom"’

Meir Gurewich — Representative from o
Club to the Kadimah Committee. m:&ishalom

People was elected.

absw

Ne

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

. 15.3.81 —

. 5.4.81 — Yiddish Fi
. 30.4:81 — 38k AT

Kadimah Functions 1981

- 8.2.81 — Lecture by Max Melman, translator of the

book ““The Red Orchestra” from French into
‘\(,ldg;‘sh. Topic: “The Red Orchestra’. Chairman:
- Sher.

22.2.81 — Evening for the writer and poet J.
Papiernikow. In programme: B. Wiener; J.
Papiernikow — the fighter for Yiddish; M.
Ajzenbud: Literary appraisal; Reading of the poet's
poetry by: Danielle Gryfenberg Charak, Rachel
Belger. David Ringelblum; Songs sung by Danny
Kleinman. At the piano: Miriam Rochlin. With the
participation of the poet J. Papiernikow. After the

programme — a cup of tea. Chairman: P.
Ringelblum.

- 8.3.81 — Yiddish film “Eli-Eli"".

16.3.81 — Yiddish film ““Eli-Eli"”,

81 Symposium on the topic: “Soviet
Russia in the 80s”, Participants: M. Gurevitch, B.
Berezin, B. Wiener. In artistic programme: The
brothers Sta.nkow. Chairman: M. Ajzenbud.
%%gg} - Yldﬁcgst? film **Eli-Eli**.

3.81 — 69y i f
Ay Annual General Meeting o
%%13._81 — Dinner Dance organised by 3 E.A.

nic Radio —  Yiddish-Hebrew Programme,
together with “Kadimah’’. Guest artists: Susan

EﬁZﬁ'{ré,”ehamah Patkin with the '“Shalom’* Or-

29.3.81 — Yiddish Film ““Two Sisters’’.
“Two Sisters’’.
4.0 th Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto
uprising. Organised by the Victorian Jewish Board
of Deputies with the participation of Jewish
Cultural Centre Kadimah, Katzetler, Victorian B'nai
B'rith Council, State Zionist Council and
grgamsatlons affiliated to the Board of Deputies.
p}ialfemi Dr. Verstandig, Rabbi B. Fox,
L. M.A. at the Melbourne Town Hall. The

programme wag W 2 e
Ringelblum. under supervision o0

:Ilggg:ll __.Is'ée“ film “Father Solomonico’’, part 1.

Iterary evening in memory of Alter
fg:vzneband”spa?;m emph%sis given to his play
wo,ﬁ"-'afcha'd 2 L't‘?farv appraisal of Kacyzne's
GMéntgz ak Kahn: in artistic programyme: Danielle
Theatr org Charak and members of David Herman
Chai €. under direction of P. Ringelblum.
24 aslrman: P. Ringelblum,

31'5'33 ~ Israeli film ““Father Solomonico”, part 1.
Ro'sénkra . >¥Ymposium on the topic: S.
Yehuda é“" E"?Cllons to Histadruth and Knesset.
Verstandi voray: Israel and the World. Dr. M.
21.6.81 Ig.()lsraq| Within. Chairman: H. Brown.
Sp;aa.ker _F', Pening of lecture season by our guest
the topi o E"'ge’j'e Orenstein. First lecture on
Shekmfa?{- The Vitality of Yiddish Today: Eli
Orbach st- Erev'.  Welcome speeches: J.
Chairman Oa; é:mah President, P. Ringelblum —
representing o tural Committee, S. Rosenkrantz,
Yiddish Cul?u e Committee for Yiddish and
D. Ringeiblun:e' Chairman: A. Dafner. Recitations:
24.6. = x
81 Second lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein
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18. 28

19. 30

20.

21

23.

24,

25,

26.

27.

28.

31.

. 21.9.81

on: ““Moyshe Leib Halpern: The Poet of Blasphem

andGLOVE”. Chairman: M. Ajzenbud. Bl

Je;mi'al: — "1881-1981: A Century of Modern
sh Life”’, was the third lecture by Prof. E.

renstein. *Chairman: A. Dafner.

”8-6.81 — Fourth lecture by our guest speaker:
er Borochov: The Pioneer of Modern Yiddish

s‘i;ﬂa:ssancg". Chairman: P. Ringelblum.

n .81 — Fifth lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein: “A
O.dern. Yiddish Literary Treatment of the
glmonldean Period’’. Chairman: H. Brown.

8.7.81 — Sixth lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein:
Yehoash, The Master of Jewish Tradition and the

aster of Literary Innovation”. Chairman: 1.
inkler,
12.7.81 “The Jewish People Returns to its

History"” was the seventh lecture in the series.
Chairman: H. Brown.
15.7.81 — The eighth lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein:
Hasidim and Haskalah in Yiddish Literature™.
Chairman: P. Krystal.
18.7.81 Festive farewell evening for Prof.
Orenstein with ninth lecture: ““The Prehistory of
the Yiddish Theatre — A Little Known Chapter of
Cultural History”’. Chairman: J. Orbach. Appraisal
of the lecture series: P. Ringelblum. A word of
thanks: Prof. E. Orenstein.
19.7.81 — Tenth and only lecture in English by
Prof. Eugene Orenstein o.t.t.. * Anglo-Jewish
Literature and Yiddish Literature: Some Parallels
and Some Diversities’’. Chairman: A. Dafner.
26.7.81 — Lecture by Samuel Pisar, author of the
book: “‘Blood and Hope’ at the Caulfield Town
Hall on: ““World Survival and Jewish Survival”.
Introduction: J. Orbach. Chairman: P. Ringelblum.
22.8.81 — Festive farewell evening for the poet J.
Papiernikow, together with the Warshever
Landsmanshaft. Speaker: Itzhak Kahn an
appraisal of J. Papiernikow’s literary creativity. In
artistic programme: D. Charak-Gryfenberg,
Szwarc, Ringelblum. Chairman: S. Glass Wiener.
6.9.81 — 70 Years Kadimah Celebration. Opening
speech: President of Kadimah, J. Orbach.
Speakers: J. Gersh, Honorary Secretary of
Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies;
Gryfenberg, representing Sholem Aleichem
College; |. Kipen, from State Zionist Council; S.
Rosenkrantz, from the Committee for Yiddish; L.
Cukier — representing the David Herman Theatre;
M. Pell from Hazomir Choir; Y. Rubinstein from
Shalom Club; B. Wiener from Bund. Festive
speech: Itzhak Kahn. At the ceremonial table on
stage were seated, the past Presidents, and the
present Executive of Kadimah and special guests
invited to host the ceremony. In the artistic
programme, under the direction of P. Ringelblum
participated: The Youth Ensemble Flamen, the
Shalom Dance Ensemble, the Shalom Orchestra
with Soloist V. Mishkin, the Melbourne Yiddish
Youth Group, Fred and Raisa Burstin, the brothers
S. & B. Starikov. Compere: P. Ringelblum.
First concert of guest artists Ethel
Kovenska and Lev Kogan at the Kadimah Theatre
in the first programme of Yiddish, Hebrew and
Russian songs ‘‘Together Again™.
26.9.81 — Second concert by E. Kovenska and Lev
Kogan at the Caulfield Art Centre — a repeat of
first programme.
27.9.81 — Third concert by our guest artists at the
Kadimah Theatre.

Melbourne Chronicle

32. 4.10.81 — Fourth concert by Ethel Kovenska and

Lev Kogan in a new programme, ‘‘Speak T i
Yiddish’. PoEk SotMmin
10.10.81 — Fifth and last concert by the guest

" artists at the Caulfield Art Centre in a programme

35.

37.

39.

41.
42.

loss

of Russian and Yiddish songs.

18.10.81 — Festive evening in celebration of the
publication of “On Firmer Shores”” by Serge
Liberman, with the participation of Mr. W,
Lippmann, ltzhak Kahn, S. Liberman the
author. Readings from the book by D. Charak and
F. Mokotow.

25.10.81 The Live Wireless Yiddish Youth
Show, presented by the Melbourne Yiddish Youth
Theatre. In programme: 2 plays, Yiddish and
English; Music Ensemble Flamen; The 3EA Yiddish
Youth Programme Team; The Mlynek Folk-
Singing Duet; Dance, Readings and Poetry.
1.11.81 — Quest of Yiddish and Hebrew songs and
music, organised by the Baruch Kaluszyner
Remembrance Committee. Introductory word: |
Kahn. Chairman and Compere: Yasha Sher. '
8.11.81 — Festive evening, organised together
with the Committee for Yiddish and Yiddish
Culture to mark the date of 5 years since the first
conference for Yiddish in Jerusalem. Speakers: M
Ajzenbud, |. M. Lewin and S. Rosenkrantz.
Artistic programme: D. Gryfenberg-Charak, R.
Beker and D. Kleinman. At the piano: M. Rochlin.
29.11.81 — Yearly Hazomir Choir concert of Song
and Music with the participation of choir members
and soloists: S. Portek, R. Podemska and the
brothers Starykow. Conductor: Adrian N. Bartak.
Guest cellist: Robert Ekselman; at the piano:
Miriam Rochlin. The Youth Ensemble Flamen.
2.12.81 Lecture on the topic “The present
situation in Poland’’, delivered by the writer
Wiadislaw Bonk. Chairman: P. Ringelblum.
13.12.81 — Festive evening to mark the end of the
cultural activities for 1981 together with a lecture
by Mr. Wiadislaw Bonk on the topic: “Ethnic
Groups in lsrael in Conflict”. J. Orbach
Chairman; P. Ringelblum — an appraisal of the
cultural activities in 1981.

Functions in Sydney, organised together with the
Folk Centre.

20.6.81 — Lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein.

13.7.81 — Second lecture by Prof. E. Orenstein.
27.7.81 — Lecture by Samuel Pisar, author of the
book: ‘“Of Blood and Hope’’ on the topic: ““World
Survival and Jewish Survival’’.

19.9.81 — Concert by Ethel Kovenska and Lev
Kogan.

Obituary

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we record the
of the following members:

Mrs. C. Krystal

Mr. S. Cheron

Mr. L. Blustein

Mrs. B. Buks-Richter

Mrs. G. Zajdenberg — Committee member of

David Herman Theatre.

Mr. M. Blatt
Mr. M. Kenigstein — Member of David Herman

Theatre.
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Mr. M. Wenig
Mr. Kastner
Mr. J. Kent
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New Books in the
Kadimah Library

. WIESEL, Elie. The Jews of Silence: a personal

report on Soviet Jewry. New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1966.

ARIETI, Silvano. The Parnas. New York. Basic
Books, 1979.

AYALTI, Hanan J. editor Yiddish Proverbs. New
York. Schocken Books, 1963.

LIBERMAN, Serge. On Firmer Shores. Melbourne.
Globe Press. 1981.

ROSENFELD, Lulla. Bright Star of Exile: Jacob
Adler and the Yiddish Theatre. New York. Thomas
Y Crowell, 1977.

VINECOUR, Earl. Polish Jews: The Final Chapter.

Photographs by Chuck Fishman. New York.
McGraw-Hill, 1977.

LIPTZIN, Sol. The Maturing of Yiddish Literature.
New York. Jonathan David, 1971.

LIFSON, Davis S. Epic and Folk Plays of tie Yid-
dish Theatre. New Jersey. Associated University
Press, 1975.

KRESH, Paul. Isaac Bashevis Singer: The Magi-
cian of 86th Street. A biography. New York. Dial
Press, 1979.

GILBERT, Martin. Auschwitz and the Allies: how
the Allies responded to the news of Hitler's Final
Solution. London: Michael Joseph, 1981.

WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM:

- Simon Zielinski
of

RENOMA CREATIONS
PTY. LTD.

72 High Street,
Windsor 3181.
Phone: 517812

WITH COMPLIMENTS and BEST WISHES
FROM:

I.H. JEDWAB
& SONS
PTY. LTD.

IMPORTERS, MANUFACTURERS
AND WAREHOUSEMEN

REGISTERED OFFICE:
41-43 STEWART ST., RICHMOND
TELEPHONE: 42 1637 (4 lines)

WITH GREETINGS FROM:

Casmir Knitting Mills

231 JOHNSTON STREET, FITZROY
TELEPHONE: 419 4955

WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM:

JOSBOR MANAGEMENT
PIL.

165 Rose Street, Fitzroy
Telephone 417 2542
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Jewish Cultural Centre

and National Library
“KADIM AH”

7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185
Telephone 523 9817

Dear Sir/Madam,

1 have the honour, by direction of the Board of
Directors of the ‘‘Kadimah’, to request your
attendance at the

70th ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

of the above Society, to be held on Sunday, 21st
March 1982 at 8 p.m. sharp, in the new
“Kadimah’’ building, 7 Selwyn Street,
Elsternwick.

Yours faithfully
M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary

BUSINESS:

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the previous
Annual Meeting.

2. Reception and Adoption of Annual Report
and Balance Sheet.

3. Election of Board of Management.

4, Any other business that may occur.

NOTE: Written nominations for Directors of the
Board of Management should be lodged at the
office of the *‘Kadimah’’, 7 Selwyn Street,
Elsternwick, not later than Friday, i9th March
1982 by 5 p.m.
M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary
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