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..THE WOODEN DISH"
PLAYIN2ACTS-4SCCNES

By EDMUND MORRIS - Translated by DR. A. CYMERMAN

Directed by SHIA TIGEL

Cast:

BETTY SHWARC The Old Mother RACHEL HOLZER

HARRY BLACK The Son SHIA TIGEL

CLARA BLACK His Wife POLA KOCHEN

SUZY BLACK Their Daughter JANETTE FREEDMAN

SAM BLACK Their Son DAVID RINGELBLUM

MIKE BLACK Oldest Son JASHA SHER

SARAH JAEGER Betty's Friend RACHEL LEVITA

ED MASON Boarder JOSEPH CHABERMAN

JACOB KLEIN D]TECIOT MENDEL SZMERIING

Time: PRESENT

Place: A SMALL TOWN lN AMERICA

ACr ONE i ncr rwo
I

Scene 1-A late afternoon I S."ne 3-The following morning

Scene 2-Laler that evening I Scene 4-Later that evening

There will be a 15 minute Interval after Act One

o Decor by SHIA TIGEL

o Lighting by JOSEPH TIGEL

o Make-up bY ARTIN



SYNOPSIS
.,THE WOODEN DISH"

ACT 1

1st Scene

. .A late August afterno,on, in the Black's House - Betty, Harry's old mother is
insulted..bY h"f daughter-in-law Clara, who reproaches the'i'old one" for breaking
all the dishes in their house, eating up all swbets and meddling in the matters o-f
bringing up the children Suzy and-Sa'mmy. Clara states it would be foi the best "if
the old one leaves the house".

Black's boarder, Eddy Mason enters the room and it becomes clear that there
are emotional ties between Eddy and Clara.

. Suz.y enters the room and the "old one" tells her that the oldest son Michael
whom she has not seen in 20 years is about to arrive from chitago.
, qqtyp lady_friend sarah comes to keep company and to ptay gin rummy with
her old friend. Betty relates to her friend the sitiratiirn in whibh ini suspecis her
family_'s intention to get rid.of her presgnce. Both dream about a housqinthitountry,
on a farm where they would share a happy life together. Betty complains abo,ut h6i
bad luck, 9!9 age and says: "everybody wi6nes to iive a tong iime oilt nobody wants
to grow old".

Harry 
. and his brother Michael from Chicago arrive together. lt appears that

Clara a.nd..Harry brought him here under false preiences by se-nding him a' wire lOout
mother's ill health. ln actual fact they wanted him to partiiipate in 

-a decision io send
mother to a home for elderly people. They have atreddy undertaken preliminary steps
il tli. dire.ction by inviting the head of su6h a home, w'ho is supposeO to bring'a con-
tract and forms for.signatures. After sending the "old one" oui of the room] abar-gaining. scene develops with petty.questionJof who and how much should'pay formother's upkeep at this home. Cldra is threatening him with an urtimiiumlejtner
tnrs matter is taken care of, or she will leave him.

2nd Scene
(Same day, later in the evening)

,, Michael, Harry and Ed play cards in the lounge room. Clara returns from her room,all dressed up suggesting an outing to dance and have some fun. Bettv and Sarali
continue d.reaming about their fantastic house, the youngest Suzy ano'wicfraLl sit
on a bench outside,tLq ng,rtq spe.aking about Jewish prdbtems, tragedy of Europe
and the war in lsrael. The "old one" is Ssked again to le'ave the room.-Vr. Kiein, head
of the elderly peoples home comes to finalise fo-rmalities and describes th; 'iwonders"ot the home for elderly people. Sarah pleads with them not to send their mother
away, this will break her coripletely. Harry explains that he has no other sotution.

A dramatised discussion evolves about placing mother in a old age home. Clara
once .again blackmails with "leaving the house", Michael maintains thlre is no other
way, -Harry remains undecided, he can not make up his mind to sign the tontiacts.
Mr. Klein leaves all the papers behind and retires from the room.

Ed enters the room and together with Michael they decide about a "twosome,,
game of cards. Michael senses that something is going'on between Clara and Ed...
Everybody eventually retires to his quarters.

I



Later in the evening Suzy returns home and takes a seat outside - meanwhile
Clara meets Ed in the kitchen, she tells Ed that she is prepared to leave her husband
for him, for she wants still to enjoy life. This conversation is being overheard by
Suzy, who witnesses this romantic scene. Clara leaves the room in a hurry and when
Suzy comes in, Ed asks her how long she is here? "Long eno'ugh" comes her
answer "long enough Mr. Mason".

_ INTERVAL 15 MINUTES _
ACT 2

(3rd Scene) FOLLOWING MORNING

Clare cleans the lounge room, Betty is seated on, the bene h outside the house.
Sam joins his grandmother and tells hei about his activities in the Zionist organisa-
tion where he is taught about his holy people all of whom should goto lsrael.

Harry comes down and accuses his wife in a relationship with. E.ddy. Clara
denies eierything, blames his mother and says she is unable to lead this sort of
life any longer.

When Suzy joins her mother, Clara tries to get out_of her how late she returned
home and wh'ether she has noiiced anything at att. Suzy admits overhearing her
mother's outburst with Ed and advises-her hother not to leave because Ed has
assured Suzy of his love for her, and not for Clara.

Clara is deeply shocked, she calls Eddy and demands to hear the same' from
his mouth. Eddy 

'aiknowledges 
S,uzy's statement and adds that he prefers younger

women. ln desferation, Clara rem6ves a boiling kettle from the stove and scalds
Eddy.

Harry comes in followed by Michael. Clara ann'o,unces her intention to leave.
Michael ittempts to pacify her dnd to improve wife-husband relation, but to no avail.
A most movin! scenb foliows when Michael takes leave fro,m his mother before his
return to Chic?go. Harry pleads with his wife, reminLqging, going back.in time.to the
beautiful years 6f their youtn. He asks her to stay. When he assures her of his in-
tention to-send his mother to the old peoples home, she agrees to'remain and to
Start a new chapter in their life.

When Suzy learns about her family's intention to rid the house of .her .grand-
mother, she wdrns her family that should it be so, she will leave for 9l]od with Eddy
and Sam will emigrate to lsiael. lt dawns on Harry that after all it is Eddy who is to
be blamed for all the misfortun,es, and attacks him in anger.

4th Scene
Same day, later in the evening

Harry and Clara stand in front of the "otd ones" room where she locked her-
self in. They plead with her to unlock the door. Ed comes down with his suitcase, he
leaves the 

-hbuse. He assures Harry that nothing happened, and there was no re-
lationship between him and Suzy. Eddy regrets the fact of moving into this house in
the first place.

Sarah Jaeger arrives, Clara and Harry beg of her to persuade. Betty to come
out, she tries birt without-any success. Mehnwhile Suzy comes in and when she asks
her grandmother to do it for her. Betty opens her door and joins th.em..Clara and
Harr! feel guilty, when the old mother iakis her leave an'd says goodbye befo're en-
tering the hom6 for elderly, Suzy announces that she has rented a room and is will-
ing t-o share it with her jrandmother for whom she wants to care and lo'ok after.
Bdtty does not accept Suz!'s kind offer and says there is no way of fighting destiny.
Mr. klein comes in,' Betty-picks up a suitcase, directs her steps towards the exit. As
soon as Betty teavds, Su2y races bown with the news about Sammy's departure for
lsrael. n paihful atmosph6re is felt in the quiet ro,om. Glara notices the woo'den
plate, whibh the "old ohe" left behind, "l want it". exclaims 9!.y, "whaf for"? asks
her mother; "There witl come a time when you will grow old" comes Suzy's reply.
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