“KADIMAH” — DAVID - HERMAN . THEATRE GROUP
Presents:

JACORB WAISLITZ'S
PRODUCTION

“THE LADY OF THE PALACE"

A Dramatic Episode in Three acts, by
LEAH GOLDBERG.
&
THE CAST:
Michael Zand (librarian from Eretz
Iargel . oo oL 2. . JASHA SHBED
Dora Ringel (Youth Aliyah worker)  RACHEL LEWITA
Zazbrodsky (warden of the palace) . JACOB WAISLITZ
Lena .. selen e ve v vl o, CHAYRLE SHTORCH
i Scene: An old palace in Central Europe.
Time: September 1947,
&

Decor: Aaron Gurwitch,
Stage manager: Shie Tigel
Light: Meyer Davis.
Make-up: Zygmunt Brustman.
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Synopsis:

ACT ONE.

In. September 1947, two people, Michael Zand, a librarian of the
National Library in Jerusalem and Dr. Dora Ringel, a Youth Aliyah
worker meet in a Central European capital. '

Zand, in search of special books, visits, in company with Dora, an old
palace. Owing to a sudden thunderstorm, they cannot return to the town
and ask the palace warden Mr. Zabrodsky to let them stay overnight.

» Dora’s rest is broken by the atmosphere of the palace and the warden’s
queer behaviour—he tells her that there are ghosts in the palace.

He also tells them that the palace had been Supreme Staff headquarters
of the Nazis for the last war. Zabrodsky himself co-operated with the
Maquis who tricked the Nazis into being captured by the Liberating
drmies. As‘a reward Zabrodsky is appointed warden of the museum into
which the palace has been converted, but the warden was bitter over
this; he has lost his faith in this generation, its culture and its beliefs.
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In the Library a French cucko-clock catchey Zand's eye. When the
cucko-clock has called ten times, the Library wall moves suddenly and from
a secret opening emerges a young girl. ‘Seeing the strange man she utters
a cry of terror.

ACT TWO.
(Immediately after Act one).

The girl implores Zand not to kilk her. He is completely bewildered
by what is happening. It dawns on him that she believes the war still
to be on and takes him to be a Nazi, living in the palace, who came to
kill her.

Zand calls Dora to his aid. They discover that the girl (Lena) was
hidden by Zabrodsky in a secret room during the war. She was only
allowed to emerge when Zabrodsky gave the agreed signal—the call of
the cuckoo-clock.

He created for her an imaginary world of beauty and dreams, till
Lena believed herself to be the Lady of the Palace.

Zabrodsky needed her to re-create his destroyed world, which in his
yearnings he continued to inhabit. His soul became tied to hers.

Lena, uncertain of the future, had guarded some poison in a locket.
Dora tries to take it from her but fails.

Zand and Lena eventually convince Lena the war is_over and that
she can live a normal life. She yields and prepares to go with them to
Israel.

Suddenly the cucko-clock calls eleven times, Zabrodsky rushes in.

ACT THREE.
(Immediately after Act two).

Zabrodski tells Lena she is free to go, but she recoils in fear from
the new life opening out. She decides to remain in the old palace.

But the warden tells her the two people have changed their imaginary
world.

She rushes back into the secret room and Zabrodsky tries to save
his world by suggesting that Zand and Dora were deluded—there had
been no Lena nor secret room.

They are agitated, however, fearing Lena has poisoned herself.
(Zabrodsky did not know of the poison).

Then Lena comes out dressed ready to go with Zand and Dera to a
new life in Israel.

Ziabrodsky, left alone, slumps into an old arm-chair and seems himself
transmuted into a old Museum piece.
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Next Premiere:—
MOSHE POTASHINSKI'S Production of
David Pinski’'s “THE TREASURE"
with Mila Waislitz & Moshe Potashinski.
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