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GIORA TZIPORI- Owner Of Art Gallery .

BATSHEVA - His Wife .

SHOSHANA GUTMAN - Her Sister .

SHLOMO GUTMAN - Her Husband .

YANKEL ROSENKRANTZ -Their Father .

FLORA TZIPKIN - An American Tourist .

CHAYIM TZIPKIN - Her Husband .

ZINA YAROSLA VSKAY A - A New Russian Immigrant "

MA. ZALTSWASSER - The Caretaker Of The Building ..

ESTERA KRENGEL - Artist From Paris .
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ACT 1
We find ourselves in the new art gallery of Giora and Batsheva Tzipori in Hertzlia.

Business is very quiet.
Giora remembers reading somewhere that the world-renown artist Esthera Krangl, a

friend of his late father, plans to visit Israel with an exhibition of her works. There are also
rumours that she will be painting a portrait of the president of the State. Giora hopes that
through his paternal connection, Esthera will support and thereby salvage his ailing gallery
(Giora's father was an art dealer in Paris and exhibited Esthera's works).

The American tourist, Flora Tzipkin, visits the gallery looking for a painting with special
colours to match her new furniture. After browsing through the collection, she promises to
return with her husband.

Giora receives a phone call from Esthera Krangl in Paris and is overjoyed to hear that she
is planning to visit him, as a sentimental gesture of her friendship with his late father.

At the same time, Batsheva has been notified that her sister Shoshana and husband
Shlomo will be visiting them in Hertzlia. Giora and Batsheva are curious as to their sister's
motives for this sudden pleasure. Could it be that their father Yankel, who is staying with
Shoshana, is sick?

Shoshana and Shlomo Gutman arrive and it appears that they are having problems with
their only son Boaz who is studying medicine in Italy. Instead of concentrating on his
studies, he has been sidetracked by two Italian "senorinas". They have decided to go to Italy
to sort things out. So, who will care for .the elderly, incapacitated Yankel? It is proposed that
Yankel should stay with Giora during their absence. Bathsheva and Giora are not impressed
by the suggestion but have no other choice. It so happens that Yankel is already waiting in
the car. He enters and so ends Act 1.

Scene 1
The ·old man· wanders around the gallery in his pyjamas and slippers with the aid of a

walking frame, forever Ilrumbling about the state of modern art.
A new Russian immigrant enters the gallery with an original painting by "Levitan" which

she brought with her from Russia. Yankel, thinking she picked up the painting to purchase,
negotiates with her aggressively, a selling price. Batsheva arrives on the scene and sorts out
the misunderstanding. She recognises the popular painting and agrees to sell it on her
behalf.

The caretaker of the buildin~, Mr. Zaltswasser, storms in with a complaint that Yankel, the
father, is feeding all the cats In the area and the other tenants are complaining. He warns
Batsheva that unless her father stops feeding the cats, he will close down the gallery. There
is a heated confrontation in which Yankel chases Zaltswasser out of the gallery, waving his
walking frame in the air. Batsheva realises that her father can walk without the walking frame
and is not as helpless as he appears. During the comotion Giora enters, accompanied by the
world famous artist Esthera. The embarrassed Batsheva coaxes her father into his room to
make himself presentable.

In the ensulnll conversation Esthera reminisces about the ·good old times" with Giora's
father and promises her support for his gallery by providing a selection of her paintings with a
popular theme.

Yankel, with only the aid of a walkingstick, enters all spruced up. He gradually develops a
rapport with Esthera realising that they sh~r.e common Interests and needs. In fact, she is

.taken aback by Yankel's·down to earth qualities and sense of humour to the extent that they
become romantically involved.

Scene 2
Giora hangs up a portrait of Yankel painted by Esthera. The Tel-Aviv Art Museum has

offered him $50,000 for the painting.
The Tzipkin couple revisit and Batsheva sells them the ·Levitan" original for 5,000 Shekel.
Shoshana and Shlomo return from Italy, happy to report that their son had compromised

with them and agreed to drop one of his Italian "shikses· and apply himself more to his
studies. They are briefed with all the events subsequent to them leaving for Italy. The only
issue the sisters cannot agree on, is the matter of dividing the proceeds of the sale of their
father's portrait. Shoshana maintains that she is entitled to half as she had cared for the
father for many years.

In the midst of the argument, Yankel appears and, unbeknown to the sisters, overhears
all. Caught by surprise, each sister tries to win over the father's favour and both try to
discourage his relationship with Esthera, but to no avail. Yankel won't hear of this, quoting
his ·Estherl's· words of wisdom: ·C'est la vie· ...Such is life I
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