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THE WORLD FAMOUS COMEDIAN

SHIMON DZIGAN

AND THE POPULAR SINGER FROM ISRAEL
KOHAVA HARARI
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SHIMON DZIGAN

In his autobiography “The Impact of Jewish Humour”, S. Dzigan
writes: “the lighter the humour — the harder it is to present it on the stage
. This seeming paradox is in fact no less than the unvarnished truth,
and that may be the reason why reality has imposed on Dziban the artist
such a difficult task. In the times of the aftermath of the Yom Kippur War,
the war that left deep wounds in the soul of our People, the artist con-
sidered his duty to offer encouragement to his many admirers, and to
prevent them to the best of his ability from falling into tristesse.

Dzigan’s starting-point is correct, inasmuch as sinking into anxieties
may rob the Jewish People of the strength that had empowered them
throughout generations to withstand the obstacles which an alien world
had strewn along their road. Therefore Dzigan chose in this programme
to follow a tried and true and never failing way: above all he sought to
bring joy to the hearts of his faithful admirers, and to dispel as much as
possible their everyday worries. Yet at the same time he did not forsake
his satiric task, and aided by his supporting cast, he presents the realities
of our life in the distorting mirror of biting satire.

Dzigan grew from the people, and with his people he shared their
many wanderings and exiles. Throughout this he did not lose sight of
its wellsprings from which he too had drunk, and it is no chance happen-
ing that tonight’s programme includes works by Jewish classicists, head-
ed by Sholem Aleichem, and songs taken from Jewish folklore.

It is with great pleasure that | took upon myself to present this
show to the many admirers of Dzigan. | proclaim the virtues of Dzigan
not only as the gifted artist he is, but also as a valued and respected
friend. In addition to his artistry in the mother-tongue Yiddish he found
a home here where he integrated into our life and devoted his talents
to the theatre of Satire in Israel.
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KOHAVA HARARI

Born in Yemen, served in the Central Command Entertainment Troupe, after her
discharge from the army she has appeared on various stages in Israel. The first artist
of Yemenite descent to master the Yiddish language. She has for many years appeared
with Shimon Dzigan in Israel and abroad, was in Australia with him in 1965. During the Yom
Kippur War she was wounded while appearing for soldiers on the Sinai front.
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J. SHER
'n in Riga, Latyia, ok part as a child in a number of school performances,

Bo To
later theatre studios and at last became a memper of the “Riger Yiddishn Arbeter Theatre”,
On his arrival in Australia in 1939, he joined the David Herman Theatre, in which
he takes part as a character actor.
Jashe Sher s also known as a “Conferancjer’ and has been president of the

David Herman Theatre for the past 20 years., |In 1975 directed the play from Sholem
Aleichem “Harg To Be A Jew'.
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B. SCHENKEL

to Australia in 1949 and became a member of varioys Polish theatre groups and also was
one of the founders of the satirical cabaret “Perskije Oko”. She started to act with the
David Herman Theatre Group in 1965 in Rachel Holzer’s production of “Madame Lawyer”,
Since then she had been an active member thjg theatre, is teacher of drama and direct-
ing plays with pupils in a Melbourne High School.
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SHIA TIGEL

Born in Warsaw, where he graduated at the Dramatic School. He played in the
“Studio for Youth” of “Tzisho’’, and was founder-director of the Dramatic Group “Young
Life”. During the war years he played and directed in a professional company in the
Warsaw Ghetto, later he performed in the Camps.

After the war, he founded and directed the first professional theatre of the Jewish
survivors in Germany. In 1946 he went to Belgium, founded-directed the “Tsukunft”
Studio, associated with the Workers Circle in Brussels.

Simultaneously he played leading roles in the Belgian Folks’ Theatre under the
direction of Jacob Mansdorf. In 1950 he came to Australia and joined the David Herman
Kadimah Theatre Group, Melbourne, in which he plays leading roles under the direction
of the well-known artists Jacob Waislitz, Rachel Holzer, Zigmont Turkov, Joseph Shain,
Sz. Dzigan, Dina Halpern. Shia Tigel directed in 1967 “The Marriage Licence” by Efraim
Kishon and “The Family Kahane” in 1973.
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SARA OLCHA

Actress-Comedienne, experience in repertory groups, Habimah players, Benuri
players, attended drama school in Canada, television appearances for Crawford Pro-
ductions, TV and radio commercials, modern ballet teacher, leading member in Showmen
Revue Group, popular with Melbourne Jewish community, currently appearing as guest
artist with the David Herman Theatre.
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S. MIGDALEK

Born in Radom (Poland), where he acted since childhood. In later years he play-
ed with well-known artists Moris Lampe and B. Witler. After the war he took part in
theatre activities in Feldafing Camp in Germany. Since settling in Melbourne he has been
active in the David Herman Group. He played under the direction of and with the well-
known artists and producers Rachel Holzer, Jack Waislitz, Zygmunt Turkow, Ida Kaminska,
Joseph Stein and S. Dzigan. Directed lately with amateurs the comedy by Efraim Kishon
“The Marriage Licence” in English.
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NEHAMA PATKIN

Recently gained her Master of Music Degree, however her musical interests are
many and varied. She is head teacher at the Yamaha Music School in Caulfield, part-
time Lecturer in Sound and Movement at the Institute for early childhood development, an
accompanist at the A.B.C. gives frequent piano recitals, she has also composed a ballet
“Arena” for the Australian Ballet Company, released a record “Music for Creative Move-
ment”. Now with these concerts she renews a friendship with Kochava Harari made
during the last trip to Australia.
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FIRST PART

(1) PROLOGUE By Sh. DN
(2) OTHELLO
(8) HESPED
Sh. Dzigan, Jasha Sher, Basia Shenkel
(4) A SHMUES MIT GOD
Shimon Dzigan
(5) KOHAVA HARAR|  Songs
(6) BAIM DENTIST
By Lashlo, Yiddish, Sh. D-N
Sh. Dzigan, S. Olcha, M. Migdalek & Sh. Tigel
(7) KOHAVA HARARI  Songs
(8) DER GLICKLECHER TATE By Sh. D-N

Shimon Dzigan

(9) YIDDISHE GESHEFTN By Sh. D-N
Shimon Dzigan & Shia Tigel
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SECOND PART
(10) MEN LOST NISHT SHLOFN
By S. Sidonia
Basia Shenkel & Shmul Migdalek
(11) YANKEL DU SHLOFST?
Sara Olcha & Shimon Dzigan
(12) KOHAVA HARARI  Songs
(13) BIUROKRACIE
Shimon Dzigan & Shia Tigel
(14) DER OLEH FUN RUSLAND
Shimon Dzigan
(15) KOHAVA HARARI  Songs

(16) YIDDISHE RADIO SHOO
Shimon Dzigan & Jasha Sher

(17) FINALE  The Cast

At the Piano: NEHAMA PATKIN
Lighting: JOE TIGEL
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FIRST PART
(1) INTRODUCTION

Shimon Dzigan

(2) YIDDN CHAPN FISH By M. Nudelman
‘ Shimon Dzigan & M. Migdalek

(3) KOHAVA HARARI

In her repertoire of songs

(4) WER 1Z A YIDD? Byl Brat & Sh. D-N
: Shimon Dzigan & Basia Shenkel

(5) MECHILE BETN By Sh. D-N
Shia Tigel & Shmul Migdalek

(6) AN OLEH FUN SHANCHAI

Shimon Dzigan

(7) YIDDISH AND CHASIDISH
The Cast
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(15) FINALE

SECOND PART

(8) MERAS HAMACHPALE By I. Brat
Sh. Dzigan, sh. Tigel, S. Migdalek & s. Olcha

(9) KOHAvVA HARARI
(10) BLITZ WICEN

Songs

Shimon Dzigan

(11) BAIM PSICHIATER By Sh. D-N
Shimon Dzigan & Jasha Sher

(12) KOHAVA HARARI
(13) A TEL AVIVER SHMELKE

Shimon Dzigan

(14) SOVIETYSHE PROCESN By Sh. D-N
Sh. Dzigan, J. Sher, Sh. Tigel, B. Shenkel

Songs

By I. Janosowicz
Music by Dan Plintail
The Cast
At the Piano: NEHAMA PATKIN
Lighting: JOE TIGEL
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