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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, MINISTER
OF ISRAEL FOR AUSTRALIA, MR. MAX NUROCK.

I send my greetings and good wishes to Chayele Greber and to the
Chairman and Members of the Committee, on the occasion of the first per-
formance of her play: “On Peaceful Soil.”

My best wishes for the success of the performance are given to you all,
and | congratulate you on the initiative and understanding that you have
displayed in making this premiere “possible.

It is my hope that, before long, | shall have a personal opportunity of
witnessing the production, and | am sure that, when | do, | will be convinced
that the play is one destined to command widespread appreciation and ad-
miraticn, and to do most important work of public relations for Israel among
audiences in all parts of the world.

Sydney, MAX NUROCK,
26th April, 1957. Minister of Israel.
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CHAYELE GROBER

Chayele Grober has appeared in over thirty countries, first,
as one of the founders and leading players in the world-famous
Hebrew Theatre: ““Habimah’; and then from 1930 onwards with
her own one-woman show "Song and Drama’.

Her lectures on art and theatre have been acclaimed as
educational, interesting and popular.

The theatre world has acknowledged her as “’a great actress,
great Jewess and a strong personality’” (World Press).

A short time ago, Chayele Grober pr d her bi

graphical Book: “Tzu der Groyser Velt”, in which she revealed
a fine literary talent.

Now she has made a “come-back’” to theatre ensemble with
her own play: ““On Peaceful Soil”.
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SHIA TIGEL.

Born in Warsaw, where he graduated at the Dramatic School. He played in the
“Studio for Youth” of “Tzisho”. He was founder-director of the Dramatic Group “Young
Life”. During the war years he played and directed in a professional company in ths
Warsaw Ghetto, and he performed in the Camps.

After the war, founded and directed the first professicnal Jewish theatre of the
survivors from Germany. In 1946 he went to Belgium, founded-directed the “Tsukunft’
Studio associated with the Workers Circle in Brussels.

Simultaneously he played leading roles in the Belgian Folks’ Theatre under the
direction of Jacob Mansdorf. In 1950 he came to Australia and joined the David-Herman-
Kadimah Theatre Group, Melbourne, in which he holds the position of Secretary and plays
leading roles under the direction of the well-known artists Jacob Waislitz and Rachel Holcer.
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FRANCES EINHORN

Born in Warsaw. Educated in Paris. Has
played in Australia with the Polish Amateur Group
in Melbourne. Has taken part in several presenta-
tions.
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LEAH ZUKER.

Born in Brisk. Played in various dramatic
groups in Poland. Came to Australia in 1939 and
became a member of the David Herman-Kadimah
Group with whom she has played leading roles in
most of the plays presented.
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SAMUEL HOCHGELERNTER.

Born in Zelichow. Began playing in Yiddish
theatre at early age. Later in Warsaw he played in
the Studio of the famous producer Weide.

In 1947 he came to Australia and immediately
began to play in leading roles with the David
Herman-Kadimah Theatre Group, of which he is
Treasurer.
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MENDEL SHMERLING.

Born in Poland. Began to play in
Theatre after the war in a Children’s
Home of a Workers' Circle, in France. In
1952, h= came to Australia, played in
presentations of “Skif” in Melbourne.
Later, he joined the David Herman-Kadi-
mah Theatre Group with which he has
played a variety of roles.
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Born in Cracow, Poland. Her first ex-
periences were with the Children’s Theatre
in Rome. Came to Australia in 1951. In
Melbourne she has played with the dra-
matic group “Hazamir”. Now a student at
Melbourne University.
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SYNOPSIS.

“On Peaceful Soil” is a dramsa of conflicting loyalties and beliefs set in

: Sweden shortly after the war.

The play begins in the home of a Jewish family converted to Christianity.
They employ. as.a housekeeper a Jewish woman recently -arrived in Sweden from
a Nazi concentration camp where she has spent all the war years. She is a
woman of character, well educated and devoted to Jewish ideals.

The only son of the house, a man of the world in his late thirties, is drawn
to the Jewish people although his parents deliberately renounced Judaism and
his mother in particular does not want him to return to their former faith. He
falls in love with the housekeeper. His mother strongly disapproves of the woman
and blames her for her son’s growing interest in Judaism.

In the several monologues of the heroine she gives vent to her feelings of
love and gratitude to -Sweden.

Although she is grateful to the country for what it has done for the victims
of Hitlerism, she is nevertheless determined never to lose her Jewish identity
in this assimilated world . . . =
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