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At the "Kadimah" Theatre, Gordon St., Elsternwick

SYNOPSIS

ACT |

We find ourselves on the corner of Rothschlld Boulevard and Alienby St.- In‘lhe hean of
lel-Aviw'. Here a group ' of pensioners: meet daily to discuss the politics and thl" oroblems of the
country-theAllenbySti . 'Yiddish | Parliament' '

Oni one side is a klO5Ic where one can buy newspapers, soda drinks,. ice cream, basglsetc.
lhls is ownad by Semion, a new' immigrant from Russia. On the other side is a kiosk selling
lottery tickets; owned | by Mrs. Tzlphrony. Even though these two kiosks are far aoart there is
romance Inthe air.

It's 7 am., Ahmad, the Arab: street cleaner' is doing his job and retired actor Moshe Baum
comes to buya newspaperlrom the Iciosk. They bump into each other' and havea chat Ahmed
Isdreaming ' of a Palestin lan Stale and Baum is trying IO convince him that Israelis hishome:

Baum reads to Semlon from the paper that a Yiddishi theatre Isto be established, something
that he hasbeen dreaming offor a very longtime.

Esther, Baum's wife, comes on the scene with Mrs, Kogut, a widowed | pensioner,” A quarrel
brealcsout between. thetwo  women) and everyone triesta appeasethem.i. Azoulai, the Moroccan
policeman, - comes; In and dectares that the City Council . requires; Semion's kiosk. to'be renovated.
as It Isan eyesore:

Itche Salad, a black-mazlcet money-dealer,’ appears with an American tourist, ~o  is seeking
hisservices.. This IsInterruptad | by the policeman s and the transaction doesnottalgepiace.

Two elderly religious men come on the scene - Goldber8 and Kaplan. They discuss the
importance  of religion. Baum decides;ta buy hisweekly lottery ticket with a twist ta It. He wants.
to share it with: all the 'Parliament.’ and whatever * they win, they will divide equally. Everyone
agreesandaticketlsboughtwith .. jthenumber231 = 811.

ACT 11

Ahmed ' Is sweeping the street wheni he Isconfronted ' by hls nephew Ibrahim who is being
sou8ht by the policefor ~throwIn8 home made bombsand being involvedwith. | activists. He wants.
Ahmad to hide him.

Mr Salads sister Rachel comesi along and triesito convince him that he should go and live in
an old peoples: home. Salad does not want ta hear of this. Colncldently, Mrs Kogut Isbeing
pressured by her son, the doctor, to retire tothe same old peoples;home.

Esther Baum' and Mrs TZiphronl: bring In a staggering Moshe Baum otftbe streetand it taices
quite. a long time to revive him and for him to announce that they have won a million on the
lottery. Everyone Is ecstatic and Azoulal, the policeman, tries to calm them: down. When: he
discovers thathe IsIncluded lamongst the winners, hefalnts..,

They all decide to 80 to the bank to collect: their winnings.. However. Moshe Baum has
misplacad the lottery’ ticket and everyone Is distraullht  Unexpagtedly, Ahmed| comes; to the
rescue. Whilst: sweeping around the benches; he came across the lottery ticket.. His honesty' is
rewartled and he is made an equal partner, even though Esther Baum has something to say
aboutthat

Mosne Baum announces i that he has a wondeful ' Idea on how ta spend the money. He has
decided that a Yiddish| theatte should be established| for young people with himself as director
and all hls co-winners will have Jobswith in the theatre with; no one haVing to go to an old
people'shome:

Asthey leave their old meeting placethev bid farewell 'to the 'Heart: ofTel-Aviv',
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