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A brief account of Rachel Holcer's Theatricil work.
ln 1926 Rachel Holcer'o career on the Yiddish stagc was commenced at the Kiakow

Yiddish Art Theatre, under Jonas Tutkov. The next saron she worked with the Vitlncr
Troupc, in Lemberg ; the following two sealonr with A. Morev.ki and Lydia Potoka in
Krakow aad Lomberg.

Ftom 1929 for the next tm year6, Rachel Holcer, remalned in \trfarcaw, lwhcre ehc
worked with euch actoro ae David Herman. Zigmund, Turkov, Dr. M. Waichert, Ida Kaminrka,
Alcxander Granach, Paul Baratov, Kurt Katch and and many otherr. In addition to play.
iog the lead in the 6rgt Yiddish talkie "Al Het," chc appeared with grcat succere in Recltals
throughout Poland. 'r

Ear,ly io 1939 Rachel llolccr toured Europe, before coming to Auetralia where on
artiving she was fotced to remain on account of the war.

On lettling in Melbourne, ehe commenced stage work with the David Herman Thea.
tre Group rt the Kadimah, ptoducin g and acting in a oumber of playe such ae :-"Thc Mothcr"
by Karl Chapek, " M"d.^" Lawyer', by Vernelle, "'rhe Shadow', by Nikodemi, " Thc Fathcr "
by Strindberg. "Miretle Eftos" by Gordon and her last production "B'Arvot lievegen,' by
J. Moeineoa.

May much auccess and a Bon Voyage accompany.Rschel Holccr on her trip to Isracl
and the Continent.
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Abraham, Commandant

CAS-I-:

of the
Kibbutz

Rivkah, his wife
Dan, their son
Itomar "Mishkist"
Galiah, his daughte,' ..' .. .. ..
Benjamin, "Tarbutnik" ..
Ruth, his wife
Zvikah, Mobilised Hachsharah ..
Shosh, Palmach member
Baruch, Military Commander ..
Moshe, in charge of the Poultry

Farm .. . .

Journalist
1st Soldier
3rd Soldier

S. HOCHGELERNTER
RACHEL HOLCER
M. GOLDBERG
I. ROTHMAN
P. KOCHEN
M. DOMBROVSKI
D: ROTHMAN
J. SHER
S. BRUSTMAN
B. ROSENBERG

S. KING
A. ROSENBERG
CH. GOLDAB
A. SHADUR
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(CMake-up: S. BRUSTMAN

Sound Effects: J. KAV-VENOKI

*
Intervals after Act I (2nd scene) and Act II (4tfr scene)

*
Stage Manager: JACK \fILKINSON

Properties: SYBII- \(/ALTON

Stage Technician: PETER DEAS
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ACT I.

Scene in rr liibbutz in -the 
Negev. Zvikah, a. rnetlber of the tno-

bilisecl Elachslrtrrah, is busy helpirrg Benjatlin. the 'I':rrbutnik, to
erlit a hulletin.

Ilerurvhile, I)an. the n-oII of Abrahaul, comman(lant of the village,
leturns frorn Yad Mordechai wltere he has helped evacuate ehildren,
trntl he tells of his experien('es, to Galiah hrs fiancee, antl all the
r )tlreIs.

Tilere is n conflagration. Abrahttin ancl Rarut:h, ctltntnantlers tlf
the vilklge and. troops respectivell', Irtrr-e decirlecl to burn the crops
because they feal: the enerny might ltide there.

'Ihe situation is critical, but Alir'tham and his wife Rivkah'
firvour continuing the figtrt. While thefi n1g11s, the obselr-ation tower'
is hit.

Reujamin, rvho is uroundetl, is trrought i1 lrltl demands that the
place be held, conte rvhat ruaY.

S Y'N

ACT II.

llhe siege t'ontinues. It is Sabb:rth eve. Life continues in the
trenches. tiie stren*o.s conrlitions uggravate the en.rity betryeen
the prospective inl,alvs Abraham lrncl Itomar (father of Galiah), who
,rr,crises ibpaham of responsrbility fol the impenrling distster.

Ilerrjani'n's ronrlition rrol'sells. Ruth, his u:ife, lregs everyone to
sa'r'e het lrusband ltntl to t:rlie hiru :lrvty flont the llesheli.

llhe|e :lre several ryorurtlerl aluortg 1he soldiers. 'I'he tloctor ortlels
ilteir evacu,ation to zr hospital, bnt it turns out that all tlre, chauffeurs
r,s('eIrl I ):1n :lt'e gLlne.

. Ahrahlrrn tlecirles that his o\Yn sot) shoultl tntke the attempt ,to
lrreak through the cordon and to save the rvouuded. Baruch, the
iiiiiiin.i 

"oirri*aritler, 
tries to pet'slatle Siru thnt thele isn't a chance,

lrrrt Alrt'rthnttt itrsists.
Ilen.irrrin asks to stty, lrut is carr:ied to the car against his

n'iIl.

ACT III.

Zvikah l'eturns frour the bre:tk-through, and t'eptilts hou' the
rv6lp{e{ urlrtagetl t0 saYe therpselves, llthough tlle (]ar u'aS blrrled
*rxl the driter If ing dead ttext to it.

Gali,ah rlulantls that.Dan.'s botlJ' be br:ought in from the fielcl,
lrut this is patently imPossible.

Itomar leaves the place on his or,rn initiative, without permission
f rrrrrr the comntnttelet's.

Abraham mainrains-that he is bent'on treachery but Rivkah, his
rvife, disagrees with him. She trusts Itornarl

The batteries hav6 become silent. The villagers have run out of
f,xrd. ammunition and rifles. Abrahan suggests they should attack'
,to ilie fighting rather than wait to he butcheretl,

Ttornnr bringr ln Dan's hprly. The rrlt'elegs d$ll,vrtt'x.gorxl. ttels..rrf
lrehl i:outlnlt. Aii: ptnnes tlr€ lleltl'd' 'rot tho l'nonly'x lhli llrlle' 'l'll('
Kt6i,utia'i,iii'l#iufdnrt.! *ll,''' '' ' id't (
ta.,
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