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There are so many holidays to ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD and Astronaut Travel
Service has some excellent programs to take you to beautiful places. Such as the exotic
EAST with bustling cities, colourful street stalls. And unbeatable duty free goods.
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Bali from only $727.10*. And you can choose from many other holidays.

Astronaut also entices you to the Pacific to swaying palms, beautiful beaches and golden
sands. The Pacific offers you the holiday of your life. How about 10 days, 7 nights in
unny Honolulu from as low as $563.60 out of Sydney. And that's only ONE idea,
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YIDDISH POETS IN AUSTRALIA
By GEDALIAH SHAIAK

“One merit of poetry few persons will deny:
it says more and in fewer words than prose”—

VOLTAIRE

Pinchas Goldhar noted in one of his art-
icles that each Jewish community in the post-
war world should regard itself as directly res-
ponsilble for continuing the tradition of Yid-
dish culture and literature. When one exam-
ines the Australian scene one sees that in Mel-
bourne, a small community of Yiddish writers
has begun to contribute to the flow of fic-
tion and belles letters. The fiction writers
and essayists, Bergner, Goldhar, Rappoport,
I. Kahn, M. Ajzenbud, are all fairly: well
known. Not so well known are the poets who,
in the past twenty-five years have been res-

. ponsible for numerous individual
well as four volumes of verse.

Yiddish literature has been endowed with
great poets. Yiddish songs and poems were
the fountain-head of spiritual elevation in
times of sorrow and rejoicing, apart from
their educational impact. This Yiddish sekf-
expression, regrettably, is gradually becoming
a rarity. Clearly, this points to our changing
situation in the world and to trends in social
behaviour. :

poems as

In" examining the overall picture of Yid-
dish poetry in Australia one has to bear in
mind the total lack of a hterary ‘magazine
where an aspiring poet or a beginner could
have his poems printed in Yiddish, Such a
forum would have been of tremendous ad-
vantage and would, perhaps, have gtim‘ulated
the output of poetry.

Publishing a Yiddish book in prose has
always been a difficult task and the problems
are even more acute today. Nevertheless the
difficulties have been faced and surmounted
by a number of pioneer Yiddish writers, peo-
ple of inborn talent and deep-rooted drives
for self-expression in the period after World
War II, the ‘‘Awakening Period” of Yiddish
writing in Australia.

The first collection of Yiddish verse, a
small and meagre volume, Moody Poems,

GEDALIAH SHAIAK, former editor of “Yiddish
Post”, Melbourne.

was published privately in Melbourne in 1944

by the late Kalman Sharp. It was a beginning.

The second collection, which followed in
1949, was the volume of poems by Yosel Bir-
stein  (now in Israel), Under Alien Skies,
published with the help of the Kadimah Youth
Onrganisation in Melbourne. In this book Bir-
stein appears as a gifted young poet. His verse
has depth, rhythm, and is lyrical and refined.
The volume was illustrated by his colleague,
the now-renowned Israeli artist Yosel Bergner.

The young poet then left for Israel in
1950 and settled in a kibbutz. His observa-
tions of kibbutz life, a book of short stories
was later published in Tel Aviv under the title
“On Narrow Footpaths”.

Through all his poems in ““Under Alien
Skies” runs a lyrical vein reminiscent of our
poets in the early 20’s. .

To illustrate his mood in the environment
of Melbourne 25 years ago, we have chosen
his short poem At My Door, with the shrunken
fourth line in the stanza and runs in our trans-
lation as follow:

On‘my back I bear may alien bag,
Standing at my open door

In readiness to welcome in

My misery. -

No one knows what I'm doing here, .
No need of telling or devulge;
Quiet slumbers over rooftops,
Neighbors swelling. in replent.

When nelghbor ever passes by,

I say myself: Keep out of snght

Why should one see hlmself denuded

For those who hardly smile Good,morning...

My mind is sick of being stranger,

I hope one day I'll find what’s mine...
To bear a word, a song will follow

To cure my silerce.

But 'm sad of being alien,
Standing -at my open deor
In' readiness to welcome in
My sadness.

The two Melbourne Yiddish weeklies,
The Jewish News and The Jewish Post, and
now defunct literary magazines Melbourner
Bletter and Landsman, were responsible for
publishing the work of many Yiddish poets.
Among these were: Abram Cykiert, A, Przed-
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borski, 1. Wiener, I. M. Lewin J. Rosenberg,
Moshe Zaleman (now in Israel), G. Shaiak
(published in pre-war Poland 4 volumes of
poetry) and the late Ch. Rozenstein. Of these,
Lewin has also published a volume of poet-
ry. He made his debut with a poem in The Jew-
ish Post under the editorship of the author of
this article.

This was in many ways an incentive and a
year later the Pinchas Goldhar Reading Circle,
Melbourne, published his collections of poems,
Muddy Skies. The book, which is illustrated
with pencil-drawings by the author, is a sig-
nificant literary achievement. In it, . M. Lewin
reveals himself as 3 mature poet with a deep-

rooted attachment to his traditional Jewish
background.

His Yiddish is rich and idiomatic inter-
woven with Talmudic expressions. He is a sur-
vivor of the holocaust and in many of his po-
ems he embodies in lyrical language the axioms
of bygone days. Such soul-searching outpour-
ings are his poems: ““Warsaw, My Birthplace”,
“A Prayer”, “Mirages”, “The Binding of the
Sacrifice””. He is also a good observer of the
surrounding in which he lives and gives ex-
pression to this in his social motif “‘Streets of
“Misery”, written a short time after his arrival
in Melbourne. The poem in our translation
runs as follows:

Collingwood, Fitzroy,

North Melbourre and South,
A united empire

Engraved by distress—
Step-by-step

Of majestic misery

On everything and everybody
‘Whatever there exists.

On rachitic children

And pallid flowers,

On withered youth—

On beauty of young womanhood,
Who blossom then wither away
Compelled by impurity—

On blindness of the aged

And half-dead cats

Nestling like shadows

Wanted by no-one—,

On dilapitated terraees,

On squalid streets

Entangled in anxiety

By Beggars’ Law.

Recalling memories of misery is the past
in similar slums in pre-war Warsaw and Lodz,
Poland the author concludes his poem in this
mournful manner:

I compare the streets of today’s reality
With those

Now vanished without a trace—
There—mammoth tenements,
Here—Lilliputian cottages,

But the misery—

The same,

The same.

I. M. Lewin so far published two volumes
of poetry.

His second book ‘“The Saga of the Six
days’’ published here in 1974, on the occasion
of his 70th birthday, should be regarded as his
credo.

The topic of the lengthy poem immerses
in the depth of the "Six Day War” (1967).
This work is of great spiritual insight. Though
the verse is somewhat here and there linguis-
tically sophisticated, the poem as a whole is
genuine and emotional powerful in its human
character This poem distinctively affirms the
poet’s maturity.

As a sample of the narrative we have
chosen for our translation the introductory
stanzas:

The elders will tell the saga to youngsters,

The wonders excelling beyond human mind;

The wonders retold; by sages to offspring,

Of days when toddlers they have been
themselves.

The saga unfolded in days on and blazing,

Six days just in number but written in glory;

No “choice” for the fighters—one aim, one
decision:

Unite Jerusalem and free the Old City...

Fathers will tell and sing to its youngsters,
The bright glowing epos, the New Hagadah;
The time will devour the elders, the fathers,
Hence carry the song to times yet to come.

(Continuation in next issue)
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A Melbourne “Lehrhaus”
By HENRY SHAW

The term ‘Lehrhaus™ has a special meaning
for Jews who have come from Central Europe.
It represented a special standard of Adult
Jewish Education where the highest possible
grade of study, reading and research was
blended with a freedom of expression and in-
vestigation, making the ‘‘Freies Lehrhaus” of
Frankfurt unique in modern Jewish education.
It was copied in other places and acted as a
paradigm in several countries over the last
half century.

But the days of the Frankfurt Lehrhaus
have gone, these conditions will never return
— the world has changed and there are no
Rosenzweigs or Bubers or Nobels to guide
such centres. More than that — the Jewish
community has changed and the programs
needed in Central Europe in the 1920's and
the darkening days of the 1930’s are not ne-
cessarily the same as today’s requirements al-
though in the area of Jewish Adult Education
there are perennial needs and standards. The-
re are militating factors which have brought
about a new dimension of thinking in Adult
Jewish education in most Jewish centres
throughout the world. In planning courses for
adults we must take cognisance of a marked
secularisation of the community, a much high-
er level of general education, a State of Isra-
el which has created a new emphasis in all
matters Jewish.

Here in Melbourne, with its Jewish com-
munity composed of various groups but with
a predominantly European cultural back-
ground, several factors have been at play du-
ring the past few years resulting in fruitful
discussions leading to the experimental classes
in Jewish subjects over the past two years as
part of the Prahran College of Advanced
Education. From 1976 these plans will be
extended and there is every hope that in the
City of Melbourne we shall see the beginnings
of a “Lehrhaus”’ conducted on official Ter-
tiary Educational lines, with a sponsorship of
leading Jewish organizations — Kadimah, the
Yiddish Schools, the State Zionist Council,
B'nai B'rith and the Hillel Foundation — al-
most an adventure in Jewish ecumenism!

What can one envisage in this “‘Lehrhaus’.

Let me express my personal view. It will
be a centre for free study untramelled by any
restriction other than the academic discipline
of a search for truth. As a start it will deve-
lop studies in the fields of language, history
and literature. In Jewish history it will be the
aim of the department to convey the dynam-
ics of the Jewish experience over the past two
thousand years, its migration, its glories, its
tragedies and its culture. Jewish history is not
just a recital of persecutions, pogroms and ex-
pulsions. There were centuries, for instance,
when the genius of the Jews in Spain, the
academies of Northern France and Western
Germany, the Council of of the Four Lands
in Poland, the burgeoning of the brilliant re-
naissance culture in Italy and Southern France,
the Enlightenment of the 19th Century — all
contributed to the multifaceted phenomenon
known as Jewish culture and civilization and
the emergence of the Modern Jew. Side by
side, though utterly divergent in philosophy.
the Zionist movement grew at the same time
as the evolving dynamism of the workers’
folk movements in Poland and Russia, that
produced a new vibrant literature in its folk
language of Yiddish and a political conscious-
ness that changed in many respects the pat-
tern of Jewish life in the twentieth century.

When the greatest tragedy in Jewish his-
tory in the period of the 1930's to 1945,
with the destruction of one-third of the Jew-
ish people and the disappearance of Central
and Eastern European Jewish civilization was
followed by the Foundation of the State of
Israel, a new dimension was added to the stu-
dy of Jewish history, migration, demography.
anthropology, and sociology. These are point-
ers towards the themes which will form part
of the Jewish history courses at Prahran.

But these convulsive historical develop-
ments have their cultural effects. From the
same dynamism which produced historical
changes, social mobility and economic pro-
gress there emerged a flowering of Jewish li-
terary expression from a generation of new
writers who blossomed into a brilliant dis-
play of novels, poetry and criticism in the
English language within the North American
continent and in England with their counter-
parts in Australia and South Africa.

In the courses on ‘“‘Jewish Literature in Eng-
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lish™ this field will be explored in depth, the
social and cultural forces that produced Bel-
low, Malamud, Roth and lately Cynthia
Ozick and Potock in the U.S.A., Richler in
Canada, Dan Jacobson in South Africa, Wa-
ten in Australia, Glanville, Raphael and Ger-
da Charles, Wesker and Kops in England,

Schwartz-Bart in France — their common in-
terests, their divergencies, their rebellion, the
critics — Trilling, Daiches and Gross — all

this vast field will be read, studied and dis-
cussed at Prahran C.A.E.

The Yiddish and Hebrew classes need little
or no explanation or elaboration in a short
article of this sort. The unique composition
of the Melbourne Jewish community makes
such language studies with modern technolo-
gical aids of particular interest and it is part
of the program, to see that language courses
will lead to the study of literature associated
with the language studies.

By 1977 the sociology of the Jewish peo-
ple will feature as one of Prahran's courses.

In the postwar period one of the most sig-
nificant branches of research in America and
in Europe has been the sociology of the Jews
and there is no doubt that with the available
academic talent which is a treasured part of
Melbourne's Jewish community, this subject
will be one of the most popular developments
of Jewish studies at Prahran. At about the
same time it is hoped to introduce a course
on Jewish Philosophy. This is not the occa-
sion to discuss whether or not there is a sub-
ject called Jewish Philosophy or whether the
title should be *‘Aspects of Jewish Thought'.
The fact is that from Philo of the Hellenistic
age to Maimonides in the Middle ages, to Men-
delssohn, Dubnow, Kaplan, Zhitlowsky, Ahad
Haam, Cohn, Rosenzweig, Buber and Solo-
veitchik there have been Jewish thinkers in
most centuries whose views have excited the
minds of Jewish students, and their ideas will
be studied.

Whether literature groups will lead to a
serious study of Jewish drama, or to creative
writing will only be known after a few years.

There will be those who will want to use
these several subjects as part of the Diploma
of Arts; others may only be interested in
single subjects — whatever the student’s
choice of courses will be available.

Let the Prahran College of Advanced Edu-
cation give the opportunity to the Jew of
Melbourne to learn about themselves.

I. M. LEWIN

HOSPITAL IMPRESSIONS

Fencing Eyes
Sombre, Stern,
Doctor’s silent eyes
Fixed on the sick man’s
What means that look?...
Astonished face —
The patient vainly himself asks,
And no answer
From a stony mask,
A gloomy looking book
With unreadable signs
To the uneasy perturbed mind.
Seconds are ticking heavily away —
A word is uttered —
A lifted penetrating sick man’s eye,
Halfway,
With the doctor’s is embattled.
Second by second in silence stalled,
Two men are crossing eyes
Like
Unseen fencing swords.
‘And stilness falls
The two between
Like
A huge
Concrete Screen.

ONE DAY AT PRINCE HENRY'S
Morning

I limp around

In a panelled cage

On the sickhouse stage,

With pipes and strings

Like a bird with broken wings,

In the thickly mist

Of mine and others pain.

In the monotony

A kind word falls:—

Good Moming!... How are you today?...

It comes and goes with speedy smiles

Like silver shine of lightning seagulls

So I could not say:—

Thanks,

1 am finel...
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JEWISH ARTISTS IN AUSTRALIA

(Introduction té the book “KARL DULDIG”

by Dr. ERIC WESTBROOK, Director,
Ministry"ot: the Arts)

The art of sculpture at all times and places
has been one of the most difficult for an artist
to practise and for a lay spectator to appre-
ciate. .

For the sculptor it involves hard physical
labour, costly materials, difficulties of trans-
port and installation and to the spectator it of-
fers none of the blandishments of colour,
while at the same time challenging his very
sense of existence as an object in space. The
life of the sculptor then is a hard one, but it
is made even harder when the artist is up-
rooted from his place in a long and disting-
uished tradition and is forced to begin afresh
in a society in which the arts have had a short
and uncertain history:

In saymg thls, I am not demanding sympa-
thy for Karl Duldlg, nor would he expect it
for, apart from his qualltles as a sculptor, he
is a man of courage and personal dignity.
Nevertheless the difficulties which have con-
fronted him since the days of his studies in
Vienna at the famous Kunstgewerbe Schule to
the present time in Melbourne must not be un-
derestimated in assessing his work although,
of course, the intrinsic qualities of a work of
art are independent of the troubles which have
surrounded its creation. What then are the
qualities of the sculpture of Karl Duldig?

~ Firstly in my view, a firm technica] grasp of
all aspects of sculpture from modelling and
casting to direct carving. Secondly, a tho-
roughly professional approach to the task in
hand whether it is a simple ceramic tile or a
monumental figure, Thirdly, a warm huma-
nity which runs through every work, even
when the ostensible subject is not a human
being. Fourthly, a delicate sensibility which is
constantly at work and which never allows its
owner to rest for a moment. These qualities
have made Karl Duldig a fine sculptor and
one who in his own quiet and gentle way has
been of great value to sculpture in this count-
ry. His influence will perhaps never be ob-
vious in the work of younger sculptors but it
will be there nevertheless. It will not take the

form of a series of trade marks which can be

opled but a sense of d:gmty of the profession
of sculpture, a respect for the medium whnch
is being handled and a vision which is not
clouded by fashion and the insistent demands
of those who proclaim that change is in itself
a thing of artistic value.

I am delighted that a publisher has had the
imagination to devote a book to this artist
and | am equally delighted that those who are
seriously interested in the future of sculpture
in this country will have permanently to hand
an admirably produced record of the work of
one who will ] am convinced, be seen to have
played an important role when the art of
sculpture in this country is assessed by some
future historian,

ERIC 'WESTBROOK,
Director, National Gallery of Victoria

This is one of a series of articles which will
appear in the “Melbourne Chronicle” about
the works of Jewish artists in Australia.

The mosaic windows in our building. are a
constant reminder of Karl Duldig’'s contribu-
tion to the Kadimah, it is therefore most fit-
ting that his work be the first subject of the
first article.

E. B.

REVIEW

~“A CROWN OF FEATHERS” —

ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER
By Dr. S. I. LIBERMAN

“What is so wonderful about copying na-
ture,” asks a character in Isaac Bashevis Sing-
er's newest collection of stories, ‘A Crown of
Feathers™.

The author himself does this with versatile
ingenuity in a flow of colourful, vigorous and
inventive tales, alive with the improbable, the
mystical and the irrational, persuasively des-
cribed and illuminated within a context of ap-
parent everyday ‘normalcy’.

Strange characters inhabit Singer's world,
strange events take place. People disappear
in broad daylight, artists are possessed by
dybbuks, women cohabit with demons, houses
burn to ashes without cause, occultists sink in-
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to perversions and debaucheries that cripple
and destroy body, mind, and soul. And whe-
ther it be in medieval Poland or modern Ame-
rica, demons, lantuchs and imps tempt man
toy with him, while man, being what he is,
vields — and suffers for the weakness of his
flesh. Satan, in turn, having done his work,
steps aside and mocks.

Although his range is wide, it is in dealing
with contemporary characters, events and ide-
as that Bashevis Singer is at his most interest-
ing and relevant. Borm in Poland in 1904,
Singer has lived through the two major catac-
lysms of this century. He has been part of
the physical drift of Jewry from old to newer
centres of living and creativity. During his
lifetime, enlightenment, emancipation, war
and massacre put paid to shtetl life; urban
living with its newer anxieties and temptations
became the norm; unquestioning piety yielded
to modern ideologies; and a profusion of new
tantalising “‘isms’’ sprang up to move man,
both gentile and Jew, in both politics and art.
Socialism, bolshevism nationalism, nihilism;
expressionism, impressionism, cubism — these
were towed upon the scene and towed away
again, leaving behind sometimes edifying re-
sults, more often disastrous effects, to which
Singer was witness and of which he is now
chronicler.

In the tone of semi-autobiography, he por-
trays stranger, acquaintance, friend. He de-
picts decline, decadence, disintegration. Pro-
mising youth ages into ineffectuality, beauty
fades, idealism crumbles, plans collapse,
dreams are absorbed by the grave. In story
after story, modern man -— sceptic, rational-
ist, dreamer, revolutionary — succumbs, as
in another age, he did to Satan, to disillusion-
ment, cynicism, failure, compromise, and per-
haps more pathetic even than death, to resig-
nation to the forces that appears to act upon
to toy with him.

Thus, in “Property’”’, an anarchist who
claims with Proudhon that property is theft,
and shares his wife with others because ‘he
doesn’t wish to own property’’, is seen at sto-
ry’s end as a bald, fat and flabby landlord
in Miami Beach, while his wife has passed on
into ‘‘what we all tried to make — a better

world”. In “The Magazine”, an idealist tries
for forty years to establish a magazine to
magazine to spread truth and righteousness
among men; his dream is aborted by a humi-
liating death, but his daughter takes over what
must inevitably be a futile task. In “The Ego-
tist”, a group of seedy, aging and ailing one-
time revolutionaries still dream of forging a
counter-revolution in Russia; while in “On a
Wagon', a young man must "‘make a choice
between God, Who may not exist” and the
licence and decadence of an Enlightenment
which was until now deceived him.

Bashevis Singer is unique. He sits upon the
banks of the mainstream of literature, both
Yiddish and secular, content to keep dipping
into his own memories and into the folk super-
stitions and fantasies of Hasidic and cabalistic
thought upon which he was nurtured. He spins
out stories both quaintly anachronistic and
startlingly modernist. He can keep house in
both medieval Bilgoray and modern Broklyn,
and sits easily at table with both ascetic and
sceptic.

But old and modern are not as disparate
as first glance would have them appear. In-
deed, a common frame suports the two. The
universe, after all, in its thrust and undercur-
rents, does not change. Man, in every age,
remains man and is therefore forever a vassal
of his emotions, desires and dreams; the same

external forces — be they God, Satan, mere
chance, or whatever name we choose to at-
tach to them — motivate man and, through

him, move events; the same eternal questions,
doubts, beliefs distortions and hysterias recur,
changing perhaps in emphasis but remaining,
in spinit, the same.

It is this insight into the perennial nature
of man and the universe that make Singer's
most medieval story modern and his most re-
mote setting a microcosm for the niverse.
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With the Compliments of . . .

DEL-MONTI SUITS

MAKERS OF FINE QUALITY MEN'S SUITS

* * *

SUITS DIRECT FROM WORKROOM TO YOU

154-156 HIGH STREET, PRESTON, VIC. 3072

Telephone: 44-06567

200 WHITEHORSE ROAD, BLACKBURN, VIC. 3130

Telephone: 877-3316

1st FLOOR, 8-10 McRAE STREET, DANDENONG

‘Telephone: 791-4435
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