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EDITORIAL

AN AUSTRALIAN

LITERARY JUDAICA-

ON RECENT BOOKS

Serge Liberman

Seldom has the Australian Jewish literary scene
passed through such a concentrated period of produc-
tivity as in the past months. Novels, short story collec-
tions, local histories, and critical works by Jewish
writers or on Jewish themes have appeared in a steady
exhilarating stream. * 1

This article will deal with the historical works. The
forthcoming issue of the Melbourne Chronicle will
discuss recent Jewish fiction written in Australia

Nancy Keesing’s book ‘“John Lang and ‘The
Forger’'s Wife’ “* 2 js a double gift. First, it
reproduces the full text of John Lang’s novel “The
Forger’s Wife’, and, second, introduces it with an in-
sightful thorough well-researched study of both the
author and the Australian colonial milieu — that raw,
rough and turbulent hybrid society of convicts and free
men (both pardoned and free settler) — in which he liv-
ed.

John Lang who, to the Jewish reader, first came in
for attention in Miss Keesing's earlier enterprising col-
lection ““Shalom’’ with the story ““Music A Terror’’, was

*1 In addition to the books presented in this article, the following may
be noted:

Nancy Keesing (ed): Shalom: Australian Jewish stories (see
Melbourne Chronicle 4(15) Sept-Oct 1978)
Itzchak Kahn: Portraits of Yiddish Writers (M.C. 7(18) 1979)
Matylda Engelman: The End of the Journey (M.C. 7(18) 1979)
Morris Lurie: Flying Home (See Arnold Zable — M.C. 3(14) 1978)
Waterman
Running Nicely
Morris C. Davis: History of the East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
Judah Waten: Love and Rebellion
Lilian Barnea: Reported Missing
Harry Marks: Unicorn Among the Wattles
Aaron Aaron: The Sephardim of Australia and New Zealand

¥ 2. Published by John Ferguson 1979
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born in Parramatta in 1816, the grandson of a First Fleet
convict John Harris who, having been deported for
stealing eight silver spoons valued at 3/1d., became
Australia’s first policeman. (This same John Harris was
an ancestor of Lord Casey who was Governor General
from 1965 to 1969).

Already in the years of his maturing, as a schoolboy
in the 1830s, John Lang showed traits that were in later
life to be his undoing. In Nancy Keesing’s words, he
was “‘an insecure, unhappy figure on the fringe of many
schoolyard groupings and allegiances but never fully
accepted in any. Longing to be at the centre and to win
popularity, he devised pranks and escapades and amus-
ed his fellows with scurrilous and indecent topical verse
in English and Latin. They enjoyed his wit and egged
him on, but he was too clever by half and too unpredic-
table for liking — they kept a wary distance . . . He was
the fatherless child for whom circumstances ordained
too little of his mother’s undivided love . . . His energies
were channeled into ‘showing them’ and often he near-
ly succeeded, but always his excessive nature and poor
judgement tripped him into foolish displays that earned
mistrust’’ (P. 29).

During these years, too, as must have been in-
evitable for observant impressionable youth, he came
to ponder ““crime and punishment, justice and injustice;
and those accidents of birth and social position which
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allowed privileged men and women to prosper from ac-
tions that would earn five hundred lashes, or worse
punishment, for an ordinary felon’” (P. 29).

He subsequently journeyed to Cambridge to study
law, was ‘’sent down’’ for some unknown indiscretion
and subsequently completed his law studies at the Mid-
dle Temple and was called to the Barin 1841.

Full of promise, he returned to Sydney in October of
that year. But within six months, he left for India, for
ever, leaving behind him an unsavoury reputation for
arrogance, caddishness and bumptiousness, having by
his actions both alienated himself from the emancipist
cause with which he had been actively involved and of-
fended the senior echelons of the legal profession by his
upstart ““impertinence and atrocious taste’’. Added to
this were a failed marriage, a rift with his mother over
his behaviour and estrangement from his sponsors. In
India, he won a minor place in its legal history, edited an
English-language newspaper and wrote his fiction. But
there, too, his unfortunate personality must have
distressed not a few people for upon his early death in
1864, at the age of 47, the Madras Times saw fit to
write: ““It is sad to think of the later events of Mr. John
Lang’s life; he fell into the worst of habits and is a
melancholy example of wasted talents and degraded
abilities.”’

Yet his talents and abilities were sufficient for him to
produce a number of books, the most notable being
“The Forger's Wife’’, “‘Botany Bay; or True Stories of
the Early Days of Australia”’, and “Too Clever by Half”
(a reference, possibly, to himself?).

Through these, Lang became Australia’s first native-
born writer of fiction. In ‘“The Forger's Wife”’, he tells
an entertaining neatly-plotted, if sometimes
melodramatic story, but what is of immense interest,
particularly from the historical point of view, is the
authenticity of its setting, its facts, and of some of the
main characters. Set in the 1820s and 1830s, the book
is peopled inevitably by rogues of the meanest sort —
con-men, forgers, thieves, informers and bushrangers.
But there are also rogues, in their way no less devious,
taken from the colony’s “’better 'strata’’, men such as
Brade, ““an officer in Her Majesty’s Service”’, thought
to be based on one Ernest Augustus Slade, a Sydney
magistrate in time to be discredited for his cruelty to
convicts as Superintendent of the Barracks and for
other misdemeanours. And as in any cautionary tale,
there are also men of clear-cut virtue, fine and
honourable men like the ship’s captain Dent and, more
colourfully, the ““thief taker’”” George Flower based on
the real-life, diminutive, knowledgeable, powerful and
fearless Jewish policeman Israel (Izzy) Chapman, “‘the
flower of the colonial constables’’.

Though not a literary masterpiece, ““The Forger’'s
Wife", through the convolutions of its plot, makes
delightful reading and as it draws to a close, even if it
does not raise waves of belly-laughter, it does tickle the
ribs to yield a sustained and satisfying chuckle.

Of particular interest is Nancy Keesing’s discussion,
correlating the characters in the novel with real-life per-
sonages, thereby adding a deeper dimension to its en-
joyment. Also, as a portrait of a peculiar individual in
John Lang and of early colonial life in Australia, Nancy
Keesing’s is a highly informative and immensely
pleasurable book.

That the writing of the history of the Great
Synagogue in Sydney should have fallen to Rabbi Israel

Porush is as natural as breathing. As Chief Minister of
the Great for nearly 33 years (1940-1973) and President
of the Australian Jewish Historical Society for 27 years
(1948-1975) — not to overlook his positions as Presi-
dent of the Association of Jewish Ministers for
Australia and New Zealand from 1952 to 1975 and as Av
Beth Din between 1940 and 1975 — he has been uni-
quely placed as historian and active participant to
record the synagogue’s past with unquestioned
authority, a feat which he has executed with lucidity,
order and tact in his latest work “The House of
Israel”.* 3

The text opens well before the establishment of the
Synagogue itself in 1878. Indeed, it begins with the lan-
ding, ninety years earlier, of the First Fleet in Sydney
Cove where, of some 750 convicts, at least ten were
Jews. Rabbi Porush then tells of the subsequent arrival
to the colony of more Jews, both convict and free set-
tler, and of the first minyanim, the first organised con-
gregation (1832) and of the Great's beleaguered precur-
sors, the synagogue in Bridge Street (established in
1837, vacated 1840), the later one in York Street
(founded 1842) and of the final permanent edifice — the
Cathedral Synagogue — consecrated with commen-
surate solemnity and dignity at the present Elizabeth
Street site, in 1878.

With permanence in location, there followed stabili-
ty. An indication of this remarkable stability is the fact
that in the first ninety-five years of the “‘Great’'s” ex-
istence — that is, until the retirement of Rabbi Poru_sh
— the Synagogue has been guided by only four Chief
Ministers, (three, if one were to exclude Rabbi E. M.
Levy’s ministry which lasted a mere three years from
1935 to 1938).

The Synagogue for many decades became the focus
of Sydney Jewry's religious life, its Ministers — erudite,
eloquent, capable, innovative men — being accorded,
in Australia’s free egalitarian environment, the same
courtesies in civic, religious, political and social matters
as the heads of other denominations. Of English
background, following the model of Anglo-Jewry and
tending to align itself with the Chief Rabbinate in Lon-
don, the congregation of the Great Synagogue remain-
ed well into this century “‘British”’ in character and sen-
timent, conservative in its emphasis upon order, dignity
and decorum, and “‘stiff’’ in the conduct of its services.
For a long time, and especially during the troubled
period of the British Mandate over Palestine, this con-
servatism led many to be cool to the idea of Zionism
and to the ultimate creation of a Jewish State. It also
mitigated very much against the participation in the
Synagogue’s administration and worship of the new
“foreign’’ immigrants who came to Australia in suc-
cessive waves in the 1880s, 1920s and, most massively
and fruitfully, after World War Il.

With the growth and dispersion into the suburbs of
Sydney Jewry which became also more cosmopolitan
in background (less English and more European), with
the introduction into the community of diverse
ideologies — both religious (Ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox
and Liberal) and secular (particularly Zionism) — and
with the creation of a succession of new congregations,
the unquestioned centrality and influence of the Great
waned. Because of the diversity of religious viewpoints
and because many of the clergy’s one-time function of
acting as spokesman for the community have now been

¥ 3. Published by Hawthorn Press 1977 $14.50
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taken over by the secular communal bodies such as the
Boards of Deputies and the Executive Council of
Australian Jewry, the ““Great”” could no longer act as
the representative voice of Sydney Jewry to the outside
world, let alone to the community itself. As if to com-
pensate for this, the ‘’Great’’ has to an extent turned in-
wards, intensifying over the years its own internal ac-
tivities which have been emulated by other congrega-
tions, activities such as the creation of Women’s Aux-
iliaries, Synagogue Youth, Youth Services, daily ser-
vices, a journal, cultural activities, study circles,
counselling, Young Marrieds groups, and so on in an at-
tempt to draw in the young at a time when, as Rabbi
Porush sees it, despite some encouraging signs that
“what the sons wish to forget, the grandsons wish to
remember”’, apathy, assimilation and intermarriage are
making dire inroads into Jewish continuity.

Rabbi Porush’s story of the Great Synagogue’s
establishment, growth, development and change is told
articulately and with a wealth of well-mastered and
assembled detail relating to dates, personalities and
notable events in its history. But were the “‘Great’’ all
that the book was about, the work would remain one of
merely parochial concern. What adds immeasurably to
its scope and interest is the parallel story of the evolu-
tion of Sydney Jewry, from its very inauspicious begin-
nings nearly two centuries ago through a series of
declines and resurgences brought about by successive
migrations to its present-day vibrancy and diversity (or
plurality, to use an “in-term’’) which has largely sup-
planted the frail pattern of life with new attitudes and
standards. - Sydney, with its near-30,000 Jews, has
matured and grown in sophistication in every sphere of
Jewish life through new or fortified religious, educa-
tional, social and national institutions. The community
has seen a proliferation of congregations accompanied
by a growing separation and independence (though not
yet total) from the Chief Rabbinate in London; the Batei
Din have acquired their own autonomy; the Jewish
day-school movement has grown; sophisticated lay
communal leadership through the Board of Deputies
and the ECAJ has emerged; B’nai B'rith, Hillel,
Counterpoint, Shalom College, the Jewish hospital in
Woolahra have come upon the scene; Zionism has been
adopted almost universally; Aliya and Sh’nat are
recognised as vital; and Jews, as individuals and as a
group, are readily accepted into Australian society. The
parallel to Melbourne is evident and Melbournians have
much to learn about the evolution of their own Jewish
community (despite some differences) by familiarising
themselves with that of Sydney’s Jewry.

All the above positive manifestations of strength not-
withstanding, Rabbi Porush remains sober about the
future.

In a letter to ministerial colleagues in 1946, he wrote
of the burning questions of the day and enumerated in-
termarriage, proselytism, youth, education, the return-
ed Jewish soldier and Palestine. It is also implicit from
the main text that other problems centred around
Shechitah and Kashrut. Today, more than 30 years
later, the problem of the returned soldier does not exist
and a beleaguered Palestine has been replaced by a
beleaguered Israel. Otherwise, little else appears to
have changed. The other questions remain unresolved
— and one would venture to say that they are of a
nature that they can never be satisfactorily resolved.
More than this, new burning questions have arisen — a
low birth rate, an increasing divorce rate, religious

apathy, and ‘“‘moral lassitude’” — Questions not
peculiar to the Jewish community but inevitably imp-
inging upon it as a reflection of the currents affecting
society at large.

Rabbi Porush’s formula for survival he takes from
Isaiah:

those who look to the Almighty shall renew their
strength; they shall grow wings like eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall march and
never grow faint’’ (40:29).

For a man who has spent a lifetime looking to the
Almighty and guiding others to do the same, another
conclusion would be unnatural and out of character. To
many others, this unitarian remedy will be arguable. But
for all, religious and secular, who desire familiarity with
and understanding of the evolution of Sydney Jewry —
indeed, of Australian Jewry — Rabbi Porush’s ““The
House of Israel”” commends itself for its balance, erudi-
tion, humaneness and excellence.

On a similar theme — the history of a congregation
— though presented on a smaller scale is Newman
Rosenthal’s ““Formula for Survival — The Saga of
the Ballarat Hebrew Congregation”.* 4

It tells the story of the Ballarat Jewish community,
officially established as such on Erev Yom Kippur in Oc-
tober 1853 by the Jewish pioneers of the Ballarat gold-
fields, adventurous, doughty men who brought an easy
blending of loyalty to Judaism and Western liberalism,
emancipation and secular education from Germany,
Central Europe and the United Kingdom. To these were
later added the East European Jews who escaped from
Czarist oppression and brought with them a deeper
knowledge of traditional Judaism and religious
observance.

The consecration of Ballarat’s first synagogue took
place in 1855. Following a necessary transfer, the se-
cond, and permanent, synagogue was opened in 1861,
under the guidance of a number of strong-willed and
dedicated individuals who were the first of several
dynasties of men and women who were, in time, to
make their mark in both the communal, charitable,
social and political institutions of the Jewish communi-
ty in particular and more generally of Ballarat and of
Australia at large. The names Marks, Levy, Bornstein
and Dyte and, later, of Spielvogel, Rosenthal and Stone
recur repeatedly in the dual roles of adherents to and
leaders of the Ballarat congregation and of City Mayors,
presidents of Rotary, members of the Ballarat Hospital
Board, of philanthropic institutions and as servicemen
in the Australian armed forces in two world wars. No in-
sularity here in a community which worked closely with
the non-Jewish community of Ballarat, which maintain-
ed enduring ties with the larger Melbourne and with the
smaller yishuvim of Bendigo, Avoca, Geelong,
Beechworth and Castlemaine, and which looked, as
well, beyond Australian shores — witness Newman
Spielvogel’s role as Australian correspondent for the
weekly Hebrew journal HaMagid, published from 1856
onwards in what was then East Prussia near the Polish
border.

Vibrant though it was, the community had its con-
flicts to be sure, standard conflicts over proselytism and
kashrut, but also more serious conflicts that threatened
its unity — for example, the split into two congrega-

¥ 4. Hawthorn Press 1979 $13.50
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tions at the turn of the century over the issue of or-
thodoxy. In time, this was resolved. But a new problem
now threatened its continuing existence as a pivotal,
active, forward-looking community. Inevitably, one by
one, the old guard died out; the younger guard, seeking
education and opportunity for material and professional
advancement were leaving Ballarat for the capital cities,
many of them from the more orthodox ranks of the
community. The Ballarat community thereby lost both
quantity and the quality of its Jewishness.

Certainly, a few energetic men like the late Paul
Simon, his widow Jessica, and her brother Marcus
Stone, the incumbent President of the Ballarat
Synagogue, remained and have tried to maintain the
viability of the synagogue and the community. The
establishment of a nearby holiday retreat by Mount
Scopus College, the classification of the Synagogue as
a national trust, the frequent visits to it by many
religious, social, cultural and sporting bodies and the
development of Ballarat in general as a tourist attraction
have all helped towards realising their aim, at least in
part.

It is difficult, nonetheless, to share Mr. Rosenthal’s
optimism that its viability will, as the Synagogue ap-
proaches its “‘me’ah ve’esrim’’ (its 120 years), in fact
persist. In the past, crisis has been resolved by some
planned or unexpected response, for instance, the local
encampment of the American armed forces during
World War II; but, barring the unforeseen, Mr. Rosen-
thal’s formula for survival — “‘the appointment of a
custodian, probably a retired Jewish couple devoted to
their labour of love, with free residence and living
allowance” — seems as a long-term solution a tenuous
one. Yet, regrettably, no other more practical solution
is in the offing.

As a chronicle of the establishment, development,
virility and decline of an important Jewish community
and congregation in Australia, Newman Rosenthal’s
“Formula for Survival” is a sound well-researched and
attractively presented contribution to the growing field
of Australian Judaica.

Wartime regrettably but inevitably provokes distorted
perspectives, paranoid fears, florid xenophobia and a
wide range of anomalous actions that under the im-
mediate circumstances seem to the enacting authorities
eminently reasonable. So reasonable in fact that issues
of innocence, human rights, human freedoms and
human dignity become as nothing in furthering the
cause of the war effort.

One such anomalous action is well dealt with in Ben-
zion Patkin’s “The Dunera Internees”.* 5 These
were the 2542 people, the majority of them (90% ) Jews
from Germany and Austria detained in England as
enemy aliens and subsequently deported in 1940 in the
"hell-ship”” Dunera to the internment camps in Hay and
Tatura in Australia. Amongst them, too, there were
Christians including a Catholic Priest and a Protestant
Pastor, and besides them a number of avowed Nazis
and pro-Nazis. To the Jews, some of whom had already
been in the German camps at Sachsenhausen, Dachau
and Buchenwald, this detention by the British could
seem to be nothing less than an act of the highest im-
becility. Asher Joseph, one of the internees, perhaps
states the case most effectively:

“The tragic paradox of the situation was that while
the Nazis were aiming to exterminate us because we

7 5. Cassell Australia $12.95

were Jews, the British deported us as enemy aliens
and potential fifth columnists, using shlps_ urgently
needed to transport food, men and munitions from
America and the British Dominions to the United
Kingdom. Instead of mobilising us to participate in
the war effort against the Nazis, we were guarded by
soldiers needed to guard the shores of the British
Isles. How could any intelligent man reconcile such a
situation?”’ (P. 51).

For many, up to four years were to pass between the
time of their initial incarceration in England and their
release in Australia to go their own selected ways. Dur-
ing these years, they were subject to deprivation (ev_en
of simple things such as adequate razor blades, toilet
paper and soap), to physical abuse at the hands of their
guards, particularly on the Dunera itself, to censorshlp,
stagnation and the accompanying frustration of being
both unable to practise their professions and to join in
the struggle against fascism. Repeated representations
by many to enter the armed forces on ‘the side of the
British or to join Jewish Units in the Middle East were
turned down. Instead, they had, perforce, to accom-
modate themselves to a life in captivity, separated from
their families in Europe, their existence for a con-
siderable time not known to the Australian Jewish
establishment or, when discovered, became an acute
embarrassment to a section of it, not least among them
being certain Army Chaplains of the Jewish faith gmd
more responsible officers of Jewish welfare organisa-
tions, as evidenced in the book by some deplorable of-
ficial responses.

All this notwithstanding, the incarcerated men show-
ed a high degree of enterprise. They were, in large part,
intelligent, educated and accomplished men — there
being among them, for example, professors, teachers,
rabbis, lawyers, artists, musicians, doctors — who
ranged across a wide gamut of ideologies. There were
intensely orthodox-religious men who refused to com-
promise one iota of halakhic law; there were Liberal
Jews, baptised Jews, ‘’Germans of the Mosaic persua-
sion”’, freethinkers and men who were utterly indif-
ferent or even hostile to religion. Similarly, there were
strongly-committed Zionists who had he.ld office in the
Zionist bodies in Germany, non-Zionists and anti-
Zionists. There were socialists, communists and ex-
treme leftists. And there were those who, under the in-
fluence of their companions or of the cultural program-
mes organised by some remarkable men, shifted
ground and adopted ideologies alien to them before.

In two major ways particularly did the enterprise of
the internees manifest itself; first, in the wide range and
high standard of their cultural programmes, and se-
cond, in their internal organisation and creation of a
sophisticated “’self-government’’. Under the (fortunate-
ly) more benign eye of the Australian guard, there were
conducted lectures, discussions, and highly successful
theatrical performances (one revue was in 1943 staged
in the Union Theatre at Melbourne University); there
was, also, as books began to arrive, much .self-
education in English, Hebrew, in matriculation subjects
and in manual skills designed to prepare the internee,
upon release, for successful settling in Australia or, fpr
the Zionist, for the zealously anticipated chalutzic life in
Palestine. Regarding their self-government, it was
somewhat complex. Suffice it to say, that it had its own
departments, departments such as labour, emigration,
legal, claims for damages, education, recreation, cater-
ing, hygiene (medical, dental, hospital), and
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maintenance — none of which was interfered with by
the camp authorities.

Finally, during 1942 and 1943, the internees gained
their release. For some, freedom was a threat. Left now
to their own resources, they faced the questions, where
shall | go? What shall | do? Where and what shall | eat?
A number of them became mentally ill and required ad-
mission into mental institutions for treatment.

These, fortunately, were the few. Others preserved
their equilibrium and subsequently joined the Australian
Army, the AIF, Military Intelligence, or the entertain-
ment troops. Others again entered civilian jobs or work-
ed in industry, while others still emigrated to Palestine
or England. The majority elected to take out Australian
citizenship and became absorbed in Australian society
to which a considerable number have since made a
notable contribution.

Benzion Patkin’s book is structured in the form of
many first-hand accounts written by the internees
themselves, their reports interspersed with his own
editorial explanatory or elaborating comment. This
gives the work a vividness, immediacy and freshness
that make it absorbing reading throughout. He tells also
of the part he himself played, in his capacity as
Honorary Secretary of the Zionist Federation of

Australia and New Zealand, in providing the internees
with the amenities they needed — books, newspapers,
clothing, toiletries, etc. — and in securing their release
and immigration certificates for Eretz Israel. In Benzion
Patkin, the internees found their champion and it is fit-
ting indeed that it is he who should have presented their
story. Characteristic of the impulse that motivated him
to undertake their cause is the argument he used in at-
tempting to persuade Rabbi Danglow to take a positive
attitude towards the German and Austrian Jewish in-
ternees: “You and |, Rabbi, could have been together
with them in the internment camp, if we or our parents
had not left Europe earlier.”

For all its merits — and it has many — the book might
have been enhanced by documentation of the public
and administrative furore which the whole affair created
in England and led to the issue of a Government White
Paper regarding the brutal treatment of the internees by
their guards aboard the Dunera — a furore to which
there are only brief scattered references in the book and
elaborations of which would have added depth to it.
Equally interesting would have been the eye-witness
reports from the other side of the fence at Hay and
Tatura, the accounts of the Australian Guards, in-
cluding the Camp Commandant, who in the main
emerge in a not unsympathetic light despite their task.

3CR — THE INSIDE STORY

Michael Danby

Stolen documents, rigged ballots, stacked
meetings inside Melbourne’s 3CR and secret deals with
the ““enemy’’ (the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies)
all gave the recently concluded Australian Broadcasting
Tribunal (ABT) Inquiry into the Melbourne station an
extravagant feeling of drama.

Events inside the politicised radio station leading to
3CR’s “agreement’”” with the VJBD began only two
weeks before the Public Inquiry was due to resume on
30 July. After 3CR broke off negotiations with the
VJBD and sacked their barrister, Mr. Peter Vickery,
Phillipa Schapper, 3CR Secretary, unexpectedly turned
up at the VJBD offices in Little Collins Street,
Melbourne. She hand-delivered an offer by 3CR to
resume negotiations. A relatively moderate Manage-
ment Committee had thrown out Australian China ac-
tivist Bevan Ramsden, Australian Independence Move-
ment leader Frank Panter, and other people like
Bagwan Hassaram (identified by former Australian
Union of Students (AUS) official, Sandy Thomas, as
another Maoist) and eventually this affected the stance
of 3CR. So did the prospect of a projected $120,000 in
legal costs if the Inquiry ran through all of the evidence.
So did the failure of the 3CR Radiothon to raise more
than $5,000 of an expected $14,000. Barbra Anderson,
3CR Treasurer, explained at the 3CR Affiliates’ meeting
(27 July) that she had the Station’s debts written out on
a piece of paper at home . . . they owed some $11,000!

As the proofs of evidence piled up at the Tribunal’s

¥ Michael Danby is Information Officer with the State Zionist Council
of Victoria

office, serious negotiations between the VJBD legal
counsel and 3CR showed some progress. Interestingly,
hardline 3CR lawyer Peter McMullin, Secretary Phillipa
Schapper, and Chairman lan Sutherland faded into the
background as Committee members Lewis, Anderson,
Jaquier, Smyth and Aitkin asserted themselves.

Contrary to the rumours put out by Albert Langer,
the VJBD was in a strong position. It had received
massive support, financial and otherwise, from
Melbourne’s Jewish community. It was well
represented by two experienced barristers. It had, as
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT)
student newspaper Catalyst put it, accurate intelligence
on 3CR’s desperately divided internal situation.

Board sources say a day does not go past without
some internal leaflet document or letter from 3CR being
mailed anonymously by one or other faction to the
Board. One letter accused Mike O’Donnel, the leading
compromiser, of acting dishonourably during a
Workers Student Alliance attack on Melbourne Nazis in
the early 70s.

The VJBD had bipartisan support from both the
Liberal and Labor parties.

State Immigration Minister Jona had publicly con-
demned 3CR as did virtually the entire Liberal back
bench in letters to the Board and petitions and
speeches to parliament. A.L.P. media spokesman,
Senator Ryna had supported the Board’s stand. Deputy
Opposition Leader Lionel Bowen had threatened to
close CR down and the Labor State Parliamentary ex-
ecutive passed the following resolution re 3CR:
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“The Parliamentary Party deplores racist statements
from whatever source. We further believe that the
media including radio should permit the broadcast of
all views and not just one side.”’

The Board had the backing of the major ethnic
communities including the Italian, Greek, Polish,
Turkish communities and eminent Australian
churchmen and historians.

In addition, Paths to Peace, a smaller group which
calls for both Israel and Palestinian national rights, had
attracted significant support including that of the
Mayor of Collingwood (whose Council houses 3CR);
lan Elliot, the former Chairman of Access Radio 3ZZ;
Dave Davies, Communist Party and Meatworkers’
Union official; and Labor’s Moss Cass, who had given
3CR its licence. Rothfield shocked pro-Soviet Socialist
Left elements and the Maoists when he resurrected .a
leaflet signed by Clarrie O’Shea, Elliot v Elliot and
George Seelaf supporting Israel.

By contrast, apart from a host of radical organisa-
tions, 3CR only had the support of what Max Teichman
described as ‘‘the Wolfman, Dracula’s Daughters and
the Baghdad Strangler’’. But Socialist Left actionists
George Crawford, Jean McLean, Joan Coxsedge and
Bill Hartley did not provide the most intriguing of the
pro-3CR submissions to the Tribunal.

These came in the form of materials deposited as
"“proofs” of evidence at the Deputy Crown Solicitor's
office by former AUS official and leading Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO) supporter, Franz Tim-
merman. We can only marvel at Timmerman'’s extraor-
dinary decision to deposit several filing cabinets-full of
personal documents, correspondence, etc., giving
away the PLO’s “family jewels”. Investigative jour-
nalists are already on the trail and we await their
disclosures with interest.

Albert Langer, who runs a 17-man outfit, Jews
Against Zionism and Anti-Semitism (JAZA) also
deposited evidence including a 1968 work, Ostrokho:
Sionism: (Beware Zionism) by K.G.B. theorist, Yuri
lvanov. lvanov was the first to develop the concept of
“Jews Against Zionism’’. Langer, who arranged for
Israel Trotskyite Ehud Ein-Gil to come to the 3CR In-
quiry, showed annoyance that Ein-Gil’s $1,200 airfare
was not being fully utilised at a public forum. Taunted
as to whether the money came out of his (Langer’s)
reported stock portfolio (Monash RevComms asserted
in the early 70s that Langer was worth in excess of
$100,000), Langer retorted: ‘“You know | don’t have a
stock portfolio. I've got family trusts!”’

The Langers, Timmermans, and MclLeans were
adamant: they opposed any ‘‘deal’’. But with its third
barrister and with the prompting of Public Broadcasting
Association of Australia (PBAA) Chairman, Michael
Law, the 3CR Committee conceded on some basic
Issues including a tough anti-racist guideline and gran-
ting a right of reply to rebut factual misrepresentation
and maligning of minority groups. For its part, the
VJBD had to drop its demand for rights of access which
will now be pursued through other areas of the public
debate including general media bodies. The two parties
reached a final agreement late on the night of Tuesday,
24 July. On Thursday, the full executive of the Board
with all its religious, cultural, philanthropic and political
affiliates present, voted for the agreement. The 3CR
Committee were confident that the regular general af-
filiates meeting would also vote for the agreement.

But a surprisingly low turnout enabled the Blue
(Ramsden) and Red (Langer) Maoists to vote 37:35 to
defer ratification. Many affiliates were later to claim that
the mail-out of notices to moderate affiliates had been
sabotaged.

Langer, in a typical stunt, produced a leaflet
reproducing selective quotations from a letter dgrlved
from the Deputy Crown Solicitor containing advice to
Counsel assisting the Tribunal. Langer, desperate for a
public forum, pleaded that other parties to the conflict
had prepared a massive amount of evidence. Langer’s
ace, apart from Ein-Gil, was to be a Dr. Irving Herman,
supposedly a former Research Director of the virtually
defunct American Council for Judaism and now a lec-
turer at Footscray Institute of Technology.

The Council’s head, Alred Lilienthal, was dumped
as a 3CR witness. Lilienthal had featured in Eric Bgtler’s
On Target (24 August): “’No Christian can be without
Lilienthal’'s book, The Zionist Connection”, said the
League of Rights. The paradox of Langer, Hartley, et al
praising an organisation that maintains shadowy links
with the proto-fascist World Anti-Communist League
was not unusual. During the build-up to the 3CR I_nquwy
another of 3CR’s affiliates, the Connelly Association,
got their PLO and IRA wires crossed when they railed
against those “‘anti-Christ Zionists’’.

When the Tribunal granted 3CR a two-week ad-
journment, Maoist hardliners immediately b_egalll'l cir-
culating leaflets urging “‘no deal with the Zionists”. But
both the fairness of the agreement and the alienating
tactics of the Maoist factions were working in favour of
the compromise. Arab Liberation News program (3CR_)
attacked the obsessive broadcasts of the other Palesti-
nian programs, especially Palestine Speaks: ‘‘Not only
have the broadcasts been overly abusive in tone”but
have tended towards a conspiracy view of history’”’. A
meeting of 200 Station workers voted in favour of the
agreement.

The allegedly stacked listener-sponsor meeting
voted against it and the final peak of affiliates’” meeting
voted in favour, making essentially minor changes to
the text. This was counterbalanced by a threat from the
VJBD to go back to the Tribunal if such views were ex-
pressed in a manner contrary to the new guidelines.

A preamble restated the majority’s anti-Zionist
views but this was mitigated by a letter from the 3CR
Secretary that ‘“We (3CR) confirm that the ‘form’ of the
right of reply referred to in this paragraph (6) does not
relate in any way to the substance of the right of reply
but rather to the mechanism by which the right of reply
if granted is to be exercised’’.

3CR’s apparent determination to tone down the
abusive content of some of its programs was
demonstrated in the weeks preceding the Tribunal hear-
ing. On 11 February, 15 July, 29 July and 12 August
Palestine Speaks was cut or altered, although on 11
February punches were thrown at the Station and th.e
censored section was played over the Voice of Albania
who were forced off the air.

On August 19 Palestine Speaks was dropped in its
entirety and since then has stuck to reportage of events
in M-E that do not infringe the new guidelines.

Nor did 3CR restrict its new moderation to improv-
ing Palestine Speaks. After 3CR News broadcast a con-
fidential government letter with the approval of 3CR’s
Lawyer, an outraged telephone call was received within
minutes from the Deputy Crown Solicitor.
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An emergency management committee sacked the
Maoist Solicitor Peter McMullin, confirmed the suspen-
sion from the airwaves of former 3CR Secretary, Bevan
Ramsden and of Maoist broadcaster Diane Cajella. In
Beirut, the June English language monthly of the
“ultras’” in the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) noted “that the Zionist Octopus’’ had
reached Australia but put 3CR in the wrong city — poor
Sydney.

But 3CR’s hardline international support was not
sufficient and the affiliates’ meeting voted in favour of
the agreement. Both 3CR and the Board’s Counsel sup-
ported closure of the inquiry and this was endorsed by
Counsel assisting the Tribunal, Mr. Denton who in a
rare moment of humour, described the Inquiry as like an
English Monarch: it has taken an inconscionable time in
dying.

Government and public broadcasting authorities
have been greatly sensitized to the issue of racism on
the airwaves by the 3CR fracas. This probably explained
the support by the very large ethnic groups for the
precedent established by the smaller but well organized
Jewish community. Both 2SER in Sydney and 2RMBS
FM in Armidale N.S.W., have conceded general right
of access programs for Jewish groups to answer pro-
P.L.O. programs. While some new public broadcasters

have been denied accommodation on the basis of
3CR’s controversial reputation, the effort to moderate
3CR seems to have been worthwhile both specifically in
the case of the station and generally in the case of
public broadcasting.

Hopefully public broadcasting, whether on radio or
T.V. will not become politicised radio run by fractious
miscreants a la 3CR. This fear was raised in Sam Lip-
ski’s original article in the Bulletin about ““the Voice of
Terrorism’ and a combination of self regulation and
public opinion seems to have corrected the situation.

P.S.

Bill Hartley’s programs have continued with their
poisonous invectives. On August 18 Hartley spoke of
Zionist manipulations . . . Zionist influence in the U.K.
mainly through financial circles in the City of London.
On September 1 his program contained these gems:

“You (Carter) fear and glorify the Jews although
you are well aware that the funds in Jewish banks are in
fact Arab . . . the Jews are not a people atall . . . you
(Carter) are unable of deciding your destiny in the com-
ing election because the outcome of the elections is in

the hands of Jewish banks which are controlling Arab
money"’.

The Left, the Right and the Jews

W. D. Rubinstein’

Examinations of the significant tendencies in world
Jewry in this century have overwhelmingly focused
upon two events which are generally taken as the most
significant of the modern period, namely the Holocaust
of central and eastern European Jews by the Nazis in
1933-45, and the establishment and maintenance of the
State of Israel since 1948. While there can be no doubt
of the fundamental importance of these events, over-
concentration on them, together with an
understandable reluctance of Jews to discuss their
socio-economic advantages in an explicit and detailed
fashion, have tended toward the neglect of a trend
which, it can (and will here) be argued, is of nearly a
parallel degree of significance. This is the steady,
dramatic, and near-universal rise of Western Jewry into
the upper middle class together with a considerable ex-
pansion and broadening of Jewish membership in the
national elites (however defined) of most Western na-
tions. Conversely (and by definition) this rise of
Western Jewry to unparalleled affluence has led to the
near-disappearance of a Jewish proletariat of any size in
the Western world. Indeed, the Jews may possibly
become the first ethnic group in history without a work-
ing class of any size, something which would present
some curious and interesting problems to Marxist
theory.

1. This paper was originally published in Quadrant, August 1979 and is

rep:med here in a slightly abridged form with the permission of the
author.

2. W. D. Rubinstein is Lecturer in Social Sciences, Deakin University.

The rise of the Jews to socio-economic prosperity
began, of course, in the Middle Ages, and it has been
frequently claimed, especially by anti-Semites, that the
Jews were always in fact a wealthy and powerful elite.
While there have been many extremely wealthy and
powerful Jewish individuals and dynasties throughout
modern history, it is only since the 1950s that the Jews
as a whole have risen into the upper-middle class, that
the Jewish proletariat was transformed into the Jewish
bourgeoisie. As recently as, say, 1948, my estimate
would be that one-half to two-thirds of the Western
world’s Jews would have been engaged in working-
class or low clerical trades. (At the present time my
estimate would be that this figure is probably under
one-quarter, possibly much lower still, with the remain-
ing Jewish proletariat highly age-specific to the elderly).

In addition to the general upward socio-economic
rise in the position of the Jews there has simultaneously
occurred a movement of Jews on an unparalleled scale
into what might be termed the ““small”’ elite of most
Western nations (of the type and number which might
be examined in a study of elite position-holders), in con-
trast to what might be termed the “large” elite — the
top (say) 20-30 per cent of the total population on the
basis of income, status, or education.

This is less novel than the general upward rise of
the Jews, since throughout modern history there has
always been a Jewish segment of the ‘‘small”’
economic, intellectual, and even political e/ite in most
Western countries (for instance, Rothschild, Ricardo
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and Disraeli in nineteenth-century Britain). What has
changed since the second world war has been:

a) a broadening of the areas of Jewish participation
beyond the “‘traditional’’ areas of Jewish accep-
tability — e.g., as merchant bankers, retailers, or
physicists.

an increase in the Jewish percentage of the total
“small” elite — although any such conclusion
must largely be educated guesswork because of
the lack of detailed and comparable historical
studies.

My guess would be (based on elite studies known
to me) that in America, Britain, and Australia respec-
tively, about 10-15, 5-10 and 5 per cent of the “‘small”’
elite (defined in the most plausible way) at the present
time are Jews, compared with the Jewish percentage
of the total population in each of these countries of,
respectively, 3, 1and 0.5 per cent.

Consideration of the Jewish percentage of the
“small” elite (and its equivalent in other spheres) points
to a matter so fundamental to the arguments made here
that it ought to be mentioned explicitly and at an early
stage of the discussion. This is the phenomenal over-
representation of the Jews at the highest levels of
achievement, including (and, indeed especially) in
scientific and intellectual achievement not always
directly included in the ““small’’ elite of public figures.
Put another way, there is an extraordinary gap or
d!screpancy between Jewish achievement at the
highest levels and their relatively microscopic numbers.
(Most sources give fourteen to sixteen million for the
total number of living Jews at the present time.)

Although the undoubted Jewish achievement in
the sciences and other intellectual spheres cannot be
directly compared with the rate of their participation in
other segments of the ““small’”’ or “/large’’ elites, there is
equally clearly a likely correlation of sorts between
achievement in one field and another, given the
removal of religious and racial barriers, and the fact
that, in capitalist societies, wealth is power. That the
Jews (or, more precisely put, individual Jews) are very
wealthy cannot be doubted: there can be no doubt that
they are disproportionately over-represented among all
wealth-holders and the economic elite in all Western
societies, and that they probably possess a higher per
capita income at the present time than any other ethnic
group, again, in all Western societies where there are
Jews. | have seen figures indicating that 10 per cent or
more of all living American millionaires are Jews, and
my own work on British wealth-holders leads me to
believe that 10-20 percent of all Britons deceased in the

!?st ten years worth 500,000 pounds or more were
ews.

Although, needless to say, the Jews have long had
a wide reputation for their wealth and business
acumen, several factors have disguised a particularly
wide acceptance of such a view (aside from the fact
that to plainly state that ‘“Jews are rich”’ sounds anti-
Semitic). One is that the very richest men in the
Western world — the Rockefellers or Fords, or their
modern equivalents — were surprisingly seldom Jews.
The other is that the Jewish participation in the higher
echelons of corporate capitalist life was and is limited,
for a variety of reasons which cannot be discussed here
(although this last situation is probably changing).

Jewish wealth is classically one-man or family
wealth, not corporate wealth; the classical Jewish en-

b
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trepreneur is the ‘“small businessman’ who becomes
wealthy initially on his own, in fields like real estate,
retailing, clothing, finance and entertainment. Extraor-
dinarily, some writers continue to point to this as
evidence not of Jewish advance, but as evidence of
their exclusion from the ‘‘mainstream’’ of contem-
porary American (and other) business leadership.

Without belabouring the point in this brief discus-
sion, | should claim that the positioning of the Jews in
these trades (even if true) greatly enhances their poten-
tial for power and influence, by allowing them to
become well-to-do without corporate attachments.
Much the same logic applies to the professional, educa-
tional, and scientific spheres where the Jews are so
prominent — only here the Jews have the greatly
enhanced possibilities of influencing the techno-
structure and commanding heights of the intelligentsia,
media, and publishing — as they plainly have, especial-
ly since the second world war.

A final point which must be noted here is that the
post-1945 prominence of the Jews represents the up-
ward rise of the formerly — impoverished east Euro-
pean Jews in America, Britain, and elsewhere. The rise
of this, the largest but traditionally most depressed seg-
ment of Jewry, has in a sense provided a replacement
for the former central and western European Jewns_h
leadership element (Sephardic and German Ash.kenaz.l)
whose creative abilities were already running fairly thin
before 1939.

The rise of east European Jewry to leadership has
resulted from precisely the old Jewish sectional or oc-
cupational bias and preference and from taking full ad-
vantage of the educational opportunities provided by
the modern State. As is well known, 80-85 per cent of
Jews go on to some form of tertiary education in most
Western societies. This has the dual effect of
transforming a very large sector of Jewry in a
remarkably short time (in so far as higher education is
an automatic ticket to the upper middle class). Thirty or
thirty-five years of this — as has occurred since 1945 —
will completely transform the socio-economic profile of
the Jewish people.

Secondly, it will substantially increase the Jewish
portion of all tertiary graduates and of all
undergraduates, greatly enhancing the power and in-
fluence of the Jews as members of the middle class
relative to the general population (who, of course, at-
tend tertiary institutions at a much lower rate), helping
again to create the gap between numbers and perfor-
mance which we described above. It is not clear how
the Jews could have chosen a shrewder strategy to
enhance their influence in a world where they are
numerically insignificant and historically subject to pre-
judice and oppression beyond that accorded to any
other people.

Although historical anti-Semitism is an exceegiingly
complicated phenomenon, it is possible to point to
three major sources of anti-Semitism in modern times:

a) From Christian theology (Jews are ‘‘Christ-
killers”, etc.);

b) From explicitly
Rosenberg, etc.);

c) A dual resentment of the Jews both as a power-
ful elite (the “international Jewish conspiracy’’)
and as an alien migrant proletariat, threatening
native employment and to swamp the areas into
which they move.

racist doctrines (Gobineau,
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All three of these sources have drastically declined
since the War: Christian anti-Semitism has been of-
ficially condemned by most church groups, and, in any
case, its impact has declined with the decline of tradi-
tional religious influence and belief; explicitly racist doc-
trines are entirely discredited and virtually unpresen-
table in any serious context, largely because of the
Holocaust (and their unscientific nature); finally, the
dual socio-economic position of Western Jewry has
been transformed, as we have seen, by the upward
socio-economic mobility of the bu/k of the Jewish peo-
ple.

This upward socio-economic transformation would
seem likely to reinforce the source of anti-Semitism
derived from the perception of the Jews as a powerful
and mysterious international e/ite. Why, then, has it not
resulted in an increase in anti-Semitism of this kind
(especially when, as we shall argue, the reverse is in a
sense true: the Jews are perceived in friendly terms by
the gentile Establishment in most Western countries)?

There are four main reasons in my opinion.

a) The Holocaust has generated a genuinely deep
and widespread sense of sympathy for the Jews
among gentiles around the world.

The State of Israel has had important effects on
non-Jews (and especially on those most likely to
be anti-Semites); Israel is perceived as the pro-
Western, pro-American ‘‘good guy”, fighting
against terrorists, hijackers and communists,
against overwhelming odds. As is well known
and frequently stated, Israel’'s way of life and
methods of success have transformed the old im-
age of the Jew as “’parasites’’ and ‘‘cowards’’.

c) There has been a substantial change in the nature
of the Western Establishment since 1945 and
especially since about 1960. Before the second
world war, the Establishment in most European
countries still contained a substantial surviving
element of the ‘“atavistic’’ pre-industrial
aristocracy or of rural/traditional social forms,
e.g., the great landed families in England, or of
the small town/rural — clerical forces (divided as
they were) in France. Since 1945 (and finally from
about 1960), these Establishments have i) ge-
nuinely evolved into purely capitalist structures,
shedding their remaining pre-capitalist elements
or ideologies, and i) become much more
“liberal” and ‘‘tolerant’’, e.g. on race, sex,
religion, etc. Thus Establishment opposition to
Jews as a capitalist e/ite, as an alien minority, and
as a foreign religious sect has greatly declined.

There has probably been a similar decline in ex-
amples of what is termed the ““authoritarian per-
sonality”’ type throughout society and especially
in the working class since the 1950s, owing to
greater affluence and mobility, to the liberating
effects of television and greater education and to
more permissive attitudes toward sex throughout
society. It is difficult to imagine a Hitler coming to
power today in any Western country under any
set of circumstances.

b
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All these points are, in a sense, by way of prologue
to what is perhaps the main point of this paper. Along
with (and partially because of) the upward movement in
Income, status, and influence of the Jews as a whole in
the contemporary Western world there has come
another phenomenon of equal importance and originali-

ty: the realignment (or reversal) of anti-Semitism. |n the
contemporary period, anti-Semitism of the extreme
right has virtually disappeared, except among small
groups like the National Front in England or the
American Nazi party, which have no connection with
the conservative Establishment (and cannot possibly
have, deriving from an utterly alien economic and
societal milieu, as well as advocating ‘national
socialism’ rather than capitalism). On the contrary, the
old animosity of conservative groups and forces in
society toward the Jews has declined (and altered) to
the point where the Establishment right is now in-
variably actively philo-Semitic and pro-Israeli.

Jews and Israel are now perceived by the
Establishment right as fellow-members of the e/ite, and
of the pro-American pro-capitalist Western bloc
threatened by the Third World and by communism and
terrorism. Considerable evidence for this can be amass-
ed among the conservative Establishments in America,
Britain, Australia, and elswhere. In Britain, to take one
example, nearly two-thirds (65.8 per cent) of the sitting
Conservative MPs in 1977 were rated as pro-Israel by
one Jewish group, compared with under half of the sit-
ting Labour MPs. Eight of nineteen Tory shadow
Cabinet members at the same time were members of
the ““Conservative Friends of Israel”” group, compared
with only six of twenty-two members of the 1977
Labour Cabinet who belonged to the ‘‘Labour Friends
of Israel” group (three of whom were Jews). There
were thirteen British Conservative Jewish MPs (with
two in the Shadow Cabinet) compared with none in
1955 (and who must, of course, be ““adopted’’ by a
local constituency organisation). Many of these MPs
were not members of the wealthy Anglo-Jewish
"“cousinhood”’ of old families, but a generation or two
removed from the East End slums. Mrs. Thatcher, the
recently-elected Tory Prime Minister, has been describ-
ed as more personally committed to the ideals of the
State of Israel than any Conservative leader since
Winston Churchill. For many years President of the Fin-
chley Anglo-Israel Friendship League and an early
member of the Conservative Friends of Israel, she sees
Israel as an embodiment of her own values — self help,
stubbornness, and enterprise (Australian Jewish News,
18 May 1979).

In contrast, the main enemies of the Jews (and
Israel) today are almost exclusively on the left, most ob-
viously the communist bloc and the Third World anti-
’Zionist"’ states and their sympathizers in the West. In
the Western democracies, the main danger to contem-
porary Jewish interests overwhelmingly comes from
left-socialist anti-“"Zionists’’, especially from the threat
they pose of infiltrating and taking over the mainstream
social democratic parties.

Just as the Establishment right is now thoroughly
philo-Semitic, so the main sources of anti-Semitism
(disguised as anti-"Zionism’’) have moved to the left. In
general, the rule is: the further left one goes, the greater
the degree of anti-Zionism, until, among Trotskyites
and assorted Marxist revolutionary societies of one kind
or another, anti-Zionism takes on the appearance of a
pathological obsession: a glance, say, at any Australian
Trotskyite newspaper will reveal that roughly 15-20 per
cent of every issue is taken up with attacks on Israel and
Zionism, despite the utter remoteness of these issues to
99 per cent of the Australian ‘‘working class’’. In the in-
ternational sphere much the same is true, with the most
"revolutionary’’ states and governments invariably be-
ing the most anti-Zionist as well.
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There is, however, a very clear distinction to be
drawn between the attitudes of the moderate, social
democratic wings of the mainstream left-wing parties
in, say, Britain or Australia, and the extreme left within
these parties (and, a fortiori, the fringe left). Social
democrats and moderate labourites remain, in general,
very strongly committed to Israel, which they continue
to perceive as the very model of a social democratic
society, established and maintained against the most
overwhelming odds. European (and other) social
democrats, too, are philo-Semitic because of their keen
remembrance of the Nazi horrors. Men like Harold
Wilson in Britain, Willy Brandt in Germany, or Bob
Hawke in Australia are among Israel’s most passionate
and sincere supporters.

On the other hand, everywhere in the Western
World since the mid-1960s and especially in the 1970s,
the left wing within the mainstream socialist parties
(and, again, a fortiori within the fringe left) has become
increasingly anti-""Zionist”’, pro-Palestinian, and pro-
Arab, to the extent that an individual member of the ex-
treme left within most Western socialist parties who re-
mains strongly pro-Israel is a very anomalous creature
indeed. By the socialist left, Israel is perceived not as
the model of a social democratic society but as a
fascist, militaristic monolith, a racist ““settler society” in
the same class as Rhodesia or South Africa, which has
“stolen’” the homeland of the Palestinians, driving them
into exile or penury under the entirely fantastical and
absurd belief that European Jews possess a right to
Arab lands because of God'’s ‘‘promise’”’ to Abraham
four thousand years ago. Israel’s racist and militaristic
ideology has more in common with the Nazis than with
socialism; in practice Israel serves the interests of
American _imperialism and monopoly capitalism. The
only possible solution to the Middle Eastern question
lies in the overthrow and dismantling of the ‘“Zionist en-
tity” and the establishment of a secular democratic
state where Muslims, Christians, and (non-Zionist)
Jews can live in harmony. The struggle against Israel is
a just one; indeed, the Middle East is “‘the new Viet-
nam’, and can only be resolved by popular and bloody
resistance of the same sort.

This is obviously not the time or place to enter into
any kind of discussion of the merits of the Palestinian
case per se. It is, however, worth making three impor-
tant points about this matter which relate to the argu-
ment of this paper:

a) The Palestinian issue for much of the extreme left
often is manifestly of greater importance, and
totally out of line with, any objective significance
or political salience which the issue can con-
ceivably have to the ‘“‘working-class’’ of any
Western country. To most Australian or
American workers, the Israeli-Arab conflict (ex-
ceptin so far as its status determines the price of
oil) might be one between Inner and Outer
Mongolia, or between Rwanda and Burundi. It is
the /eadership of the extreme left which has at-
tempted to make this issue the ““new Vietnam’’
for reasons which are not all that apparent to me:
it is probably true, too, that most American,
British, or Australian workers who have any view
of the matter are pro-Israel, just as they are pro-
American and pro-"‘good guys"’.

The blossoming of the Middle Eastern issue for
the extreme left has coincided precisely with a
great increase in both the extent and depth of

b
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feeling of Western Jewry for the continued ex-
istence and welfare of the State of Israel, an in-
crease which has occurred among both religious
and agnostic Jews. Anti-Zionism among Jews
has virtually disappeared since the mld-196()s (ex-
cept on the Marxist left) whereas even in the
1950s there were still some notable anti-Zionist
mainstream Jewish voices, especially in America.

Finally, | have no doubt that in Western left-
socialist anti-"’Zionism’’ there is a large element
of anti-Semitism pure and simple. In particular,
the malicious greed and envy directed at those
who are successful, which is so strong a compo-
nent of left socialism, has here found an ”apcep-
table” enemy: the successful Jew. For while at-
tacking the successful Jew as an "’m}terpatlonal
banker’’, a ‘‘usurer’’, a ‘‘parasite’’, is now
politically unwise, attacking the successful Jew
as a “fascist’ or an ‘“‘agent of monopoly
capitalism’’ is the height of trendiness, endorsed
by the U.N. itself. It is the world’s only Jewish
nation which is singled out for annihilation or for
transformation into a ‘‘secular, democratic
state”’, not one of the twenty-two Arab Muslim
countries of the Middle East. And this is the very
definition of anti-Semitism: to single out the Jew
for some special opprobrium not inflicted upon
others.

While the Establishment right has been growing
steadily more philo-Semitic, the extreme Igft. has been
growing steadily more anti-*Zionist’’ and this is strongly
related to age and generation. Most young, committed
left-socialists are anti-Zionists; probably fewer middle-
aged left-socialists (in so far as this is not a contradic-
tion in terms) are anti-Zionists, especially those who
can recall the second world war. Younger left-
socialists, as is often remarked, know nothing of the
Holocaust; their only knowledge of the Jews is as the
“*aggressors’’ in the Middle East. And while it is the
younger socialists who form the backbone of the anti-
Zionist forces in the Western world at the present time,
itis equally the Young Liberals and similar organisations
which are most friendly to Jewish interests, for instance
the Victorian branch of the Young Liberals who
unanimously passed a resolution unequivocally con-
demning Melbourne radio station 3CR at their 1979
Conference.

-~

Cc

Jews have consciously or unconsciously reacted to
the dual phenomena described in this paper (upward
mobility/left anti-Zionism, right philo-Semitism) by a
distinct shift to the political right in all Western coun-
tries (with the major exception of the United States,
where peculiar local circumstances, described below,
obtain), and Jews are now generally en_b/oq con-
servatives. Considering the singular contribution of
Jews to socialist thought and action from Marx on-
wards, and the equally lengthy history of right-wing
anti-Semitism, culminating in Hitler, this shift, it can be
argued, is the most profound and significant in modern
Jewish history. Furthermore, given the degree of
Jewish participation in both the “large”” and “‘small
elites in most Western countries, especially their in-
fluence (not to put too fine a point on that matter) upon
the commanding intellectual and media heights, this
shift has already had and is bound in future to have, a
very considerable impact on Western perceptions, at-
titudes and ideas. It is plain, for instance, that
mainstream media perception of Israel and of, say, the
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persecution of Soviet Jewry, has been influenced by
these facts, as, indeed, has Western foreign policy
toward Israel and the Middle East.

Accurate Jewish voting statistics are extremely dif-
ficult to obtain.

Nevertheless, some valuable but as yet unpublish-
ed research on this subject has been undertaken by
Chanan Reich of Monash University, and there have
been important published studies by Peter Medding
(formerly of Monash University, now of Israel) among
others. There is also the oral evidence and impression
provided by interviews with Australian Jewish leaders.
Both sorts of evidence point unmistakably to a rapid
and dramatic decline in support for the ALP, and a con-
comitant rise in support for the L-NCP, since 1972.

According to studies | have seen, electoral support
for the ALP among Melbourne Jews totalled 75 per
cent in the late 1940s, 62 per centin 1961, and was pro-
bably as high as the range 50-66 per cent even in 1972.
Thereafter the turnabout was rapid and complete.
There is unanimous agreement both among the
academic researchers and among knowledgeable and
informed Melbourne Jews, that in both the 1975 and
1977 general elections the L-NCP received two-thirds of
the Jewish vote, with ALP support at one-third or less.
To a large extent this was a direct reaction to Whitlam's
““even-handed’’ Middle Eastern policies and to other
more directly anti-"Zionist” trends in the ALP (par-
ticularly in Victoria); however, there can equally be no
doubt that this change merely reflects the objective
socio-economic interests of the Jewish community,
their newly acquired high income and status at-
tainments. It will be extremely interesting to see if these
trends persist in years to come, especially as Whitlam
has passed from the scene and a less self-destructive
and eccentric leader has taken his place.

The exception to this general trend appears to be
the United States. There has been no dramatic or long-
term shift to the Republican party by the vast Jewish
community in that country, although there has pro-
bably been something of a shift on a smaller scale since
the mid-1950s. As Dr. Medding has shown, however,
whenever the Democratic party has appeared to favour
policies perceived as disadvantageous to Jewish in-
terests, a short-term shift of allegiance can occur. This
has happened most notably over the 1966 New York Ci-
ty vote on the ‘“‘civilian review board” to adjudicate
alleged cases of “‘police brutality’’, and in the 1972
Presidential election, when Senator McGovern, the
Democratic candidate, was perceived as being pro-
Palestinian.

Although superficially there appears to be little
evidence of a long-term shift to the right, except when
specifically Jewish interests are threatened from the
left, one all-important fact must be remembered: The
Democratic party is not a socialist party. Although
some American liberal commentators have seen an
““underground’’ tradition of tacitly socialist goals among
the liberal wing of the Democratic party and, clearly,
liberal Democrats like Hubert Humphrey and Eugene
McCarthy would certainly have been socialists had

there been an important American socialist movement,
there is no American socialism. No doubt the
Democratic party has instigated the American welfare
state (in so far as one exists), but the welfare state is of
course not socialism.

Liberalism in America has, since the New Deal, had
as its principal aims the bringing of excluded groups in-
to the American mainstream and the overall growth of
the American economy. It has favoured Keynesian ex-
pansionism and measures making for greater social
mobility within the context of American capitalism, like
the ““G.l. Bill"” following the second world war, and
“reverse discrimination’’ measures today, as well as tax
cuts, low interest rates and low tariffs. It can be argued
that such a party is rather the natural home of an up-
wardly mobile ethnic minority, of which the Jews are an
example par excellence. This is especially true given the
old-monied, forbidding, stuffed shirt “Union Club’’ face
of Republicanism, with its patina of old-style anti-
Semitism.

It must further be emphasised that just as the
Democratic party is not a socialist party, so it has no
anti-“Zionist”” or pro-Palestinian element of any
significance. This is a matter of very considerable im-
portance. American Jews do not perceive an anti-
“Zionist” threat from the extremist wing within the
mainstream left party because there is none.

Indeed, as is well known, American politicians out-
bid one another, particularly during presidential elec-
tions, in promising military and economic aid to Israel. It
is virtually inconceivable that at the present time any
significant section of the Democratic party could adopt
an anti-Zionist position. In my opinion the main reason
for this is not, as is often stated, the importance of woo-
ing the Jewish vote (which in actual fact is electorally
insignificant in most states) but the commitment of the
Democratic party to bourgeois capitalism and to the
Western alliance, despite everything that has affected
this since the 1960s. Unless the Democratic party
adopts a platform of socialism, or unless it is suc-
cessfully infiltrated by a significant number of left-
socialist anti-Zionists, it is not easy to foresee any fun-
damental shift in its policies.

Many of these general points will become clearer
as we discuss the specific situation in contemporary
Australia. Indeed, given the small size and reasonably
low profile of the Australian Jewish community, and
the remoteness — in all senses — of Australia from the
Middle East, the striking trends on the Australian scene
provide in my opinion an extraordinary degree of confir-
mation for my general thesis.

Part Il of this article will appear in the next issue of the “Melbourne
Chronicle”.

This material will appear in book form under the same title, to be
published by Crown and Helm, London, 1980. The book will also deal
with the Jewish situation in America, Britain, Israel and the Soviet
Union as well as Australia.

Ashes, Smoke, Soap and
Flesh

Simon Nagel

“Thou keepest thy faith to them that sleep in the dust”

Ashes scuttling before the wind,

Smoke billowing into void,

Soap flushed away as suds,

Flesh crumbling into dust.
Memory alone the nurturer of permanence,
Memory alone the Redeemer, God.
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AUSCHWITZ AND KAMPUCHEA

(An open letter to a young friend)
by G. Goldberg

We were discussing an open letter which described
the events in Kampuchea as ‘“‘an Auschwitz”’. |
disagreed with the description on the grounds that the
Holocaust, a process of destruction in which the death
camp at Auschwitz had such a major part, is an event
unique in history — whereas you found nothing objec-
tionable in calling attention to a human tragedy by
evoking the horror of Auschwitz — it may help to shock
people out of indifference and silence. | didn’t argue
with you at the time. Silence in the face of an atrocity is
an atrocity in itself. Failure to cry out, to protest, makes
us all partners in the shame.

| am writing this letter, however, because | went
away with the impression that in the minds of young
people today the Holocaust, though greater in scope,
was another of those horrible episodes in which the
history of mankind unfortunately abounds.

We have known each other for some years, and |
know that you will not accuse me of believing that “our
blood is redder”. | was in a sense proud of your reac-
tion, which showed that you are not insensitive to the
suffering of people (though they be not ““of the tribe’’)
and | claim, as an older friend, some credit for that. But
| also feel that my generation has somehow not fully
succeeded in making itself understood, since for us the
real measure of success or failure in bringing up the
young is the degree of their knowledge of the
Holocaust.

The literature on the Holocaust can broadly be
divided into two categories: historical research and sur-
vivors’ memoirs. Most non-Jewish historians concern-
ed with documented evidence prefer not to rely on sur-
vivors’ accounts — these are considered apocryphal
and not suitable for objective study. A few writers dealt
with the topic on a philosophical or theological level —
in a broadly generalised way: God and Man, the nature
of Evil, the human condition. But most fail to deal ade-
quately with the causes of the event. Historians tend to
be too objective — in the sense that they deal with the
subject like with any human conflict: the Holocaust was
inflicted by one part of humanity on another. This ap-
proach confuses rather than enlightens — human be-
ings couldn’t do such things to other human beings, not
in the Age of Reason, not in the midst of civilised
Europe. Some attempts have been made to explain the
causes in socio-economic and political terms: Ger-
many’s defeat in World War 1, the Depression, etc.
This may explain the rise of Nazism, but does not ex-
plain the successful implementation of the Final Solu-
tion. It's worth pointing out that no attempt to study
the Holocaust has yet been made by a marxist historian.
The reason for this failure is not only the political in-
convenience (to official Marxists) of such an undertak-
ing but the indadequacy of marxist methodology and
terminology to deal with the subject.

The policy of the Final Solution does not make
economic sense. The enormous loot gathered in by the
Nazis in its wake was a by-product only, and could be

had by them through expropriation (as was done in the
thirties). The gold teeth extracted from the bodies of
the victims could not have compensated for the loss of
slave labour. Neither did the Holocaust contribute to
the Nazi war effort. Quite to the contrary — there were
instances when vital supplies were shunted aside in
order to speed up the deportations to the death camps.

Nor was the Final Solution conceived as a means
of terrorising the peoples of occupied Euope into sub-
mission. Terror as an effective policy must be overt,
and must be fully publicised. The Jacobin Terror was a
public affair. The Stalinist terror was so w1desprgad
that, although the G.P.U. preferred to _won:l,< behind
closed doors, the ‘’knock on the door at r}nght became
a way of life — not to mention the publicity accorded
the Trials.

The Nazis also practised Terror in the open ’_’publlc
hangings, the razing of villages, the shooting of
hostages. These acts of terrorism were meant to
frighten. But the Final Solution was congglved in
secrecy and its implementation was not put?IIC|§ed. Of
course, people knew — it’s impossible to maintain such
an enormous machinery of death without people know-
ing. Yet the otherwise vocal and voluble Nazi propagan-
da did not mention it, except by way of hints. The Final
Solution wasn’t meant to frighten. Certainly — not the
victims: they were deceived right up to the threshold of
the gas chambers. Poland, where most of the death
camps were operating since 1942 and where the largest
number of people knew about them, _had .also the
largest personnel in the underground armies since 1940
( although waiting “with arms at the side”). The
Abwehr could not have been unaware of this. There
was no need to terrorise the Hungarians — they were
allies, yet a million Jews were deported to the camps. In
France, a country with the most effective resistance
(apart from Yugoslavia) the Nazis frequently resorted to
terror, but also maintained strict secrecy apout _the fate
awaiting the deportees. Terror was practised in all of
Europe, particularly in the eastern parts, but the Final
Solution was not meant to be a part of it.

The Nazis did derive a political advantage in Im-
plementing the Final Solution, but this was a spin-off
rather than a motive, and it consisted in wmnlng_the
sympathy of, or at least deferring the enmity of sections
of the general population. A social revolution of sorts
took place in Eastern Europe as a result of the
Holocaust — some of the locals became heirs to the
personal belongings and real estate of the deported
Jews. This is not to imply that the Nazis conce!vec_i of
the Final Solution as a means to bring about a distribu-
tion of wealth. Half of Europe was not occupied in order
to introduce economic reforms for the benefit of the
subjugated population. Where the Nazis robbed the
rich, it was to give to themselves, not to the poor. But
what Jewish property they would not appropriate to
themselves or could not ship back home, was used to
buy goodwill. This made good sense in countries with
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the largest concentration of Jews and the greatest
poverty (both among Jews and non-Jews alike).

Still, that loot was only a bucket in an ocean of
misery and could not in itself induce the population to
forget for a while that the Nazis were invaders and
opressors, unless the political windfall gained by the
former was from the Final Solution itself — the “’solu-
tion of the Jewish Question” in Europe.

It is often said that the Nazis themselves did not
believe their own racist rambling theories — they used
anti-Semitism as a political weapon. Let’s analyse this
proposition.

The Nazis were astute politicians, and if they chose
Jew-baiting as a political weapon they must have had
grounds for believing it to be reasonably effective. In
politics, the adoption of a certain stance is always a
gamble. The anti-Jewish rhetoric of the Nazis before
they gained power may have been such a gamble. The
introduction of anti-Jewish legislation proceeded in
stages, as if testing reaction, each stage more
repressive — there was an element of a gamble in this.
But the gamble succeeded. The Final Solution itself
was therefore not a gamble anymore. The Nazis knew
by then that it will succeed and that it will also provide
them with a political advantage. And in order for it to be
so, the ground must have been prepared well in ad-
vance. Of course, Nazi anti-semitic propaganda had its
effect both in Germany and wherever exported to, but
the war began six years after the Nazi rise to power and
the Final Solution two years later. It's hard to believe
that, great masters of propaganda though they were,
the Nazis could have converted in such a short period of
time, tens of millions of people from a position of indif-
ference to a tacit, and in places active acceptance of
the destruction of the Jewish population. (Even after 60
years of indoctrination of its subjects, coupled with in-
termediate terror, another totalitarian system cannot
claim truthfully that it succeeded in converting its peo-
ple to its causes). Of course, it could be claimed, and is
being claimed in certain quarters, that the peoples of
Europe did not approve of (when they knew about it)
the Final Solution, and besides, few knew about it.
Were it so, the Nazis would have been aware of that
and could not hope to gain any political mileage from
the policy of the Final Solution, and at some stage dur-
ing 1939-1945 would have desisted rather than waste
time and effort in the midst of a world war.

Thus the “’political weapon’’ theory either fails or is
totally irrelevant. Its acceptance indicts European
civilization on the facts without explaining the cause of
its moral deficiency in the context of the Holocaust. It
also tends to present the Nazis as just another, (more
radical) brand of cynical politicians and their crime as
one of many committed — past and present — for the
sake of Polity. It does not explain the fanatical zeal with
which the Final Solution was pursued, why it was
allowed to interfere even with the prosecution of the
war, why the entire machinery of the Third Reich was
put to work on its implementation.

The truth is that the Nazis did take the racist
theories seriously. They did not invent anti-Semitism —
it was there before they appeared on the scene, but
they were its most fanatical devotees, and they pursued
it to its extreme conclusion. But it wasn’t merely a
political tool ““to divide and conquer’’. The Nazis were
the maximalist exponents of a tradition which is a part
of European folklore.

The Holocaust literature written by survivors pro-
vides us with an insight into the psychology of the vic-
tims, but not of the killers. Blended with the horror and
pain of their story is a sense of bafflement as to the
nature and motives of their tormentors. They were
naturally looked on as men gone berserk, evil men —
but quite ordinary, otherwise. Some were worse than
others, more sadistic; some seemed to enjoy their work
— others simply took pride in a job well done. In all, the
victims saw in them men and women who have shed all
moral constraints, but nonetheless of the human
species. And no wonder — people brought up on the
midrashic story of the Almighty rebuking the angels for
rejoicing at the drowning of His children (pharaoh’s
men!); people who were told by the chronicler of the
Chmielnicki massacres that he refrains from telling of all
the horrible deeds done to the Jews, lest he shames
God, in whose image all men were created — could
not, even in Auschwitz, deny other men’s basic
humanity. That is precisely the cause of the perplexity
permeating the survivors’ story.

It is, however, both with a sense of horror, as well
as apprehension that one takes a look at hovg the ex-
ecutioner, on the other hand, perceived his victims.

George L. Mosse deals with this subject in
“Towards the Final Solution — a History of European
Racism”’. But, part 1 of the book — The Beginning —
commences with a chapter entitled ‘“‘eighteenth-
Century Foundations”, and although there are some
hints in this chapter, as well as in the introcuction, that
the history of European racism ante-dates the 18th cen-
tury, the author does not elaborate.

Kiling has been a part of the human condition
since the Beginning. In some culture the initiation rite
was incomplete without the candidate killing “‘his
man’’. Religion and the Law eventually proscribed kill-
ing, but ways were always found to rationalise it.
However, the human nature of the victim was never
disputed, whether he was a member of another tribe or
an enemy soldier. Men killed other men in order to
break resistance to invasion, to remove from land, to
enslave. Religious minorities excited a desire to kill or
convert. Since antiquity invaders either killed, but more
often chased off, or absorbed and merged with the in-
vaded. From an instrument of policy killing was at times
elevated to a virtue — but in most cultures it called for
some sort of absolution, some symbolic washing off the
blood. Never was there a RESOLVE, for no TANGIBLE
reason to annihilate an entire people and to rationalise
its destruction by denying its members their status as
human beings.

The Jew had first to become a theological concept
before his basic humanity could be questioned. The
Christ-killer (in the collective sense) became a
mythological figure, an outcast until the Second Com-
ing. In an age of superstition, he was ‘‘the seed of
Hell”, or a manifestation of the Devil himself — thus a
persona other than human, and since he carried the
Curse — less than human. (In all fables an accursed
human turns into a creature of a lower rung of Crea-
tion). That the Jews were not totally destroyed during
the Middle Ages (and even flourished, at times) was
due to a theological ““catch-22'’: the Jews were the
witnesses of the First Revelation, were a party to the
Covenant; Jesus’ human ancestry was traced to a
Jewish king (the Messiah of the house of David). On
the one hand, the Jew had to be made to suffer since
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he committed ‘“the greatest crime in history”’, on the
other — he had to be around until in faith he expiates
his rejection of Christ.

Modernism and the Enlightenment had rendered
the old terminology obsolete. Old prejudices never die,
however, nor do they fade away easily. It is hard
(though not impossible) to see, at an impressionable
age, a Passion play, and still grow into a person tolerant
towards Jews, even when one, in adulthood, re-
nounces religion. (Contrast this with the Purim-spiel in
which the villains are not Persian devils, but individuals,
and rather very human). The Age of Reason not-
withstanding, there were still those who would not ac-
cept the Jew as fully human. If he wasn’t the Devil and,
since he obviously wasn’t from outer space, he had to
be reclassified as a species apart — a sub-human. The
Jewish Race has supplanted the Jewish religion as the
villain of history — not this or that individual Jew, nor
the Jew of a certain place or time-period — but The
Jew — collectively and eternally. Race cannot be
reneged from the way religion can — and racial
characteristics remain unchanged unto the nth genera-
tion, unless interbreeding takes place. The Jewish race
is subhuman and the antithesis of the Aryan Race, and
since in Nature the inferior can easily contaminate the
pure and the healthy, the sub-human has to be isolated,
and if necessary, in the interest of racial purity —
destroyed.

Each successive generation of racists went a step
further, until from merely a sub-species of humanity,
the Jew became a “‘parasite’’, a “’pest’’ — and was thus
finally dehumanised. Not only the description of the
Jew — the suggested solutions to the ‘“Jewish Ques-
tion”” were being expressed in terms hitherto applied to
vermin: ausroten — exterminate. We often hear that
the Nazis created in the Ghettoes and camps conditions
which reduced the human beings to a sub-human level.
The fact is that having defined the Jew, at the outset,
as a sub-human, the Nazis then proceeded to create
conditions which were designed to confirm th descrip-
tion.

It is being pointed out, nowadays, that Jews were
not the only ones to suffer — then, before or after-
wards. Nobody is denying that. But heaven help us, if
we ever forget that there was, and is, a difference.

Men, like Stalin or Pol Pot were concerned with
Power. Some people will concede to such men a
degree of idealism, of sorts, a desire to build the Socie-
ty of the Future. Their crimes are not less vile for that.
To men dealing in Power, human beings are expen-
dable, and the degree of power held determines the
degree of expendability. But not one will claim that
either of these men, or others like them, ever conceived
tha notion of annihilation in entirety their respective
subjet_:ts — these were needed, in order to be used and
experimented with socially. To these men their subjects
were statistical cyphers (“when one human being dies
it's a tragedy; when millions die — it's statistics’’ —
Stalin was supposed to have said) — but not vermin,
and as such unfit to live. A terrible atrocity was commit-
ted during the closing stages of World War 1. In sheer
ferocity it can be compared with the Chmielnicki
massacres. Nearly a million Armenians were killed. The
“reasons’” and circumstances of this murder are still
obscure. There is no evidence that it was a planned
organised attempt to destroy the Armenian nation.
There is no tradition around which the perpetrators of

this atrocity could have created a consensus on the
desirability of wiping the Armenians off the face of the
earth. This was then another horrible eruption of the
killing craze which all too often afflicts humanity. The
Negro, too had been regarded as less than human — he
was being mistreated, exploited and in places lynched;
his family life was being destroyed — but no theory was
propagated according to which he had to be destroyt_ed
as a threat to humanity. Even Southern rednecks while
wanting to keep ‘‘the nigger in his place’ also wanted
him alive, first as a slave, then as a source of cheap
labour.

The term “‘racism’’ is defined, inter alia, as ”gny
program or practice of racial disrimination, segregation,
persecution and domination basedon ... "’ race. Thes_e
days many a human conflict which has its roots in
economics and international politics is described
emotively as racial. Colonialist exploitation is bgad — full
stop. Reducing it to racialism doesn’t make it worse,
but it's both inaccurate and dangerous to do so.
Dangerous because it tends to overlook colomahﬁt
designs on the part of a power of the same ‘‘race”.
Dangerous also because it is becoming an accepted ax-
iom that only non-whites can be on the receiving end of
racism, and only whites can be guilty of it. Racism as
defined had been used by many to rationalise their op-
pression of the Africans, Asians and the American
blacks, but it is nonsense to imply that Racism was the
motive behind that oppression. Racist anti-semitism,
however, is the most extreme and lethal form of racism,
because it alone was the driving force behlnd“the at-
tempt to biologically destroy an entire people (“’race”).
Of all forms of racism, anti-semitism alone resulted in
GENOCIDE — “‘the systematic killing of, or a program
of action intended to destroy a whole national or
ethnic group’’. Anti-semitism is the most deadly form of
racism because it is based on a centuries-old tradition
built into a world-wide religious system, and as such is
capable of periodic revival.

While the stench of human flesh from the
crematoria still hung over Europe, the Jew has become
somewhat less mythical. Three decades later the pro-
cess of re-mystification has already begun. It is at work
in the Middle East, where the “‘Protocols’’ have been
translated and are being circulated and where the
“killers of Jesus’’ motiff is being woven into the more
extreme and vicious type of propaganda. The latter
aspect is particularly disturbing, since it is unlikely to be
meant for home consumption, where it is rather foreign
to the religious experience of the population. More like-
ly, it is designed to be re-echoed in the West, where
coupled with oil blackmail, it can evoke the old image of
the Jew. Elsewhere, Judaism is being singled out from
among all other creeds as the religion of thieves, op-
pressors and enemies of mankind. This “literature
which combines the “scholarship” of Streicher and the
jargon of the “class struggle’’ resembles the medieval
exhortations to a Judenhetze. In a clash between two
national movements — the Jewish one is branded
"“racist” by a world body. When scarcity of a_nd
overdemand for a vital energy resource force it's price
up — Jews are being blamed either directly and
deliberately, or by inference. What began essentially as
a conflict of interests between two ethnic minorities in
American cities acquires, because one of the two is
Jewish, a wider dimension and spills over onto the
arena of international politics. In all sorts of ways and to
various degrees the threatened collapse of the world
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economy and a possible outbreak of a world war are be-
ing by some attributed not to those who hold the world
over a barrel, but to the Jew — an echo of the Nazi “ex-
planations’” for the Depression and World War Il. All
these revivals of the ““outcast”” image of the Jew are in-
variably either preceded or accompanied by a process,
ranging from subtlety to the grotesque, of tampering
with the facts of the Holocaust — reducing it to or-
dinary dimensions, denying that Jews were the primary
target, quibbling over the number of victims — to
outright denial of its having happened. The stronger
one’s hatred for the Jew, the more one is involved in
evolving the old boy image — the less one is willing to
admit the fact and uniqueness of the Holocaust.We
marvel at the statements made by a black leader after
visiting Yad Vashem (on his way to forge new
alliances); in disbelief we read an inscription at Babi Yar
that “’soviet citizens’’ were killed there by the fascist in-
vaders; in anger we witness newspapers providing
space to ‘‘controversies’’ over the figure of six million
Jewish victims; enraged, we read letters to the editor
which “resolve’’ the tragic conflict in the Middle East by
dismissing the destruction of a third of our people as
“ZIONIST PROPAGANDA". Unable on the one hand
to swallow these obscene affronts, stunned on the
other by the realization that the tide has already turned,
we ourselves, in our anger and frustration, tend to
forget that only the collapse of the Third Reich
prevented the Nazis from carrying out their intention
to destroy all the eleven million Jews of Europe and the
USSR (according to a tally prepared for the participants
of the Wannsee conference on the Final Solution).

You also said that the use of the name Auschwitz
to describe all horrors if quite understandable —
Auschwitz has become a generic term, and such usage
does not detract form its horror. But | feel, that it does
— the use of generic terms has a levelling effect. Moral-
ly, Auschwitz can be used as a generic term ONLY for
the other sites for the implementation of the Final Solu-
tion — death camps: Maidanek, Treblinka, Belzec,
Chelmno, Sobibor.

The term “’ghetto’” has also become a generic term
for a section of a city inhabited by an ethnic group. |
wonder whether because of that, many young people
do not visualise life in the Ghettoes of eastern and cen-
tral Europe during 1939-1945 as being similar to life in
Harlem today. Do not forget that “Ghetto”, for us,
stands for — corridor leading to Auschwitz.

Make no mistake — | am not belittling the Arme-
nian tragedy, or the crimes committed in the Gulag. Nor
am | trivialising the murder of a million Kampucheans.
.We must help these starving millions there. We must
not remain indifferent to people’s suffering anywhere.
We must be concerned about and help the Viethamese
“boat people’’. We must cry out whenever injustice is
done. And not necessarily because we, as Jews have
suffered and ought to be more sympathetic to the suf-
fering of others, (such an expectation is both unfair and
unrealistic; it also carries dangerous implications) — we
must cry out and render help because of our common
humanity, and because, ultimately, of our common
destiny.

All hell broke loose in Kampuchea. Kampuchea is a
tragedy — of human dimensions. But Kampuchea is
not Auschwitz, for Auschwitz IS BEYOND HELL from
whence it casts a shadow over today and is trying to
break through into the future.

POEMS

Adolescence

He reared defiantly
flung her downwards
to bruise the earth.

Years lapsed;
hope was there.

The sun was bright this time;
she fed it oats, stroked its body
and rode bare-backed to the sea.

Infinity stretching across the sand,

they fused, cantered through the rock pools
as bare toes caressed his flanks

and the wind played music from sand dunes.

Controlled hands guiding the stallion
back to the enclosed green paddock.
She whispered of future times

then walked away.

Love

Rolling down the grassy slope
cocooned in happiness,
he laughed and said “‘you’re mad."’

Poplar trees rustled,
crisp leaves crunched,
a shell opened.

Barefoot, they meandered
gazing at statues,
high with needles of love.

Leaves have lost colour.
Will hungry time

clothe him in pin-stripe suit
and smooth his ruffled hair?

Cancel

Puddles squelch, steamy asphalt
breaks the spell with damp aroma.
A suit shiny with age,

jingles with small change.

Footsteps tread familiar streets,
your mind dwells on the evening meal.

Suburban gardens neat as pocket handkerchiefs,

a click of metal. At last you’re home.

Strange the house so quiet,
no children run to greet you,
food smells don’t assail you,

just the refrigerator motor dribbling onandon . . .

The note placed brazenly like a city billboard,
""Have left, solicitor will contact you.
Garbage tins need putting out.”
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| WANT A HIPPOPOTAMUS FOR CHRISTMAS

By Arnold Zable

| Want a Hippopotamus For Christmas was a very
popular radio tune that year, the year of Cottage By The
Sea, 1954. And when | hear that song, | see red and
black, | see Captain Freckles and Deputy Crewcut, and
| see smiling matrons lying through their teeth.

Until that ‘holiday’ my universe had been the inner
suburbs of Melbourne. Carlton was the centre of that
universe. There were distinct boundaries to this urban
world. On one edge stood the Melbourne General
Cemetery, a vast field of tombstones, decaying flowers
and buried spirits. We would sometimes roam far
enough afield to squeeze through a gap in the cast iron
fence that surrounded this vast burial ground, and we
would run around, dodging graves, trying to find the
oldest tombstones with ancient dates, or watch ladies
clad in black silently weep as they put down their
wreaths of flowers.

Older village kids took me on excursions to another
horizon, Merri Creek, where they caught yabbies,
dangling pieces of meat at the end of strings. In another
direction the horizon stretched as far as the Edinburgh
Gardens, where greying men and women played bowls
in dazzling white flannels, the giant black bowls curving
noiselessly along freshly cut grass.. . .

It had been decided, at the local state school, that
I, a seven year old third grader, was to have the
privilege of a holiday, three weeks at The Cottage By
The Sea in Queenscliff, a chance to go far beyond my
small urban universe.

I dimly remember saying goodbye to my parents at
Spencer Street Station, clutching my luggage as |
boarded. | remember a long journey with strangers, an
evening bus ride, the sound of waves, and eventually
the scent of fresh white sheets on a bed that stood
beside many other identical beds in a long dormitory.
And | clearly remember early mornings, the sound and
smell of breakfast being prepared, and that wretched
song, | Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas, coming
from the kitchen radio, sung in a wailing spoilt child
voice. The kind of voice some people call cute.

Red hair and freckles was the leader of the pack.
His ten year old deputy had sandy yellow hair which
suited crew cuts so well. | see red hair, freckles and
short cropped yellow crew cuts when | hear that song.
And | see red and black.

There were, | think, a few reasonable days at the
outset of this three week adventure in foreign parts.
Walks along the Queenscliff shoreline, gazing out at the
mysterious wreck that was welded tightly to a rock
about a mile offshore. Playing among old dungeons half
buried in the sand and undergrowth, cob webbed slabs
of cracked grey concrete. And always that vast sea,

opening up a world that | had rarely glimpsed until that
time.

But somehow, within the first few days, | started to
become, in the eyes of the others, a wog boy. When
this notion eventually became a permanent label, |
don’t quite remember. But once it became an establish-
ed fact life was no longer quite the same at The Cottage
By The Sea.

Captain Freckles displayed his poetic talents. He
created a very popular song which bgacamea runaway
hit at The Cottage. A very catchy refrain:

Rice and Sago,

The dirty Dago.

This short succinct chorus was sung to the backing
of knives and forks banging on the table at meal times.
Captain Freckles and Deputy Crewcut took it in turns to
conduct the heavenly choir. | had the honour of having
a song, specially dedicated to me, to serenade me as |
ate my rice and sago.

Old dungeons, ship wrecks, an incre'asmgly
menacing sea, | Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas,
Captain Freckles and Deputy Crewcut, all became a
regular part of my day at The Cottage. But the nights
were different, always the clean fresh sheets that coyld
be stretched over my head as | snuggled up, preparing
myself for a very different trip. | took astral journeys
back to Carlton. Back to the cobbled lane that led to the
backyard of our house. Back to the recent winter nights
when the special long awaited moment arrived to light
up the large wood stove in the kitchen, to roast
potatoes, and sit by the glow of flickering fires, wat-
ching the flames lick up the pieces of wood that fed the
blaze.

The mornings brought me back to The Cottage, to
the banging of knives and forks, and eventually to that
special day when | was to see red and black. It began
with a game of kiss chasy, a game with the simplest of
rules. Boy chases girl, catches her, struggles with her
until he is able to kiss her. Then it is her turn to phase
one of the boys and extract a kiss. Any participation of
a wog boy in such games was, of course, out of the
question.

So wog boy hung around, watched the game,
stared at the wreck offshore, thought about friends
back home in that distant village called Carlton.

The game of kiss chasy had come to a temporary
halt. Captain Freckles had called his pack together into
a huddle. They talked and laughed and pointed in my
direction. The Captain came over to me, and told me
that they had decided | could play after all. There was
excitement in their eyes. But as yet | could not perceive
the true colours of that episode. | was glad to be play-
ing. Very happy about it in fact, especially when a girl
began to chase me. | ran and dodged and allowed her
to come within reach. She caught me.

Yes, she caught me — and spat in my face.
They all stood around, laughing.

They began to chant.

Rice and Sago, the dirty Dago.

She caught me — and spat in my face.

Suddenly | leapt at Captain Freckles. | clawed at
him, | scratched and kicked and punched and pushed
him to the ground and began to throttle him with my
hands around his neck. And all that time, as | pounded
him in my fury, | saw vivid red and black bolts of colour
streaking before my eyes, and-| throttled him harder
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and harder, my hands tightening around his freckled
neck. Someone was tugging at my shoulder, trying to
drag me off him, but | kept throttling and seeing shafts
of red and black light. Someone was screaming, ‘you
are trying to kill that boy’, shaking me and screaming
‘YOU ARE TRYING TO KILL THAT BOY’. The face of
head matron came into focus. The colours melted. The
anger drained out of my body, and | was led into the of-
fice of head matron.

‘Look at his neck, look at that red mark. You were
trying to strangle him. Why? Answer me you insolent
boy. Don’t just stand there. You were trying to kill him.
You really were. |I've never seen anything like this in all
my years here. You were trying to kill him. Why? You
wicked child. Why?’

There were no explanations given that day. A
sentence was handed down. | was to spend a day in
coventry, and | was no longer allowed to participate in
the Sunday afternoon parties, when Aunty Dot would
lead a singalong of Christmas carols and other songs
from the good book, whilst the children had special
serves of ice cream.

But there were compensations. Somehow, after
that episode, Captain Freckles, Deputy Crewcut and
the rest of the gang never recited that lyrical chorus
again. They kept a respectful distance. | was left quite
alone, free to wander back to my distant village.

* * *

| arrived, at last, back to Spencer Street. My father
was there to pick me up. He asked head matron how |
had behaved myself. ‘He was a very nice boy’, | heard
her say, ‘very well behaved'. | checked up on that fact
yesterday, before | was to write this final paragraph. My
aging father confirmed it. It's true. That is what head
matron said. | am a very well behaved boy. Amazing.
Perhaps I'll get a hippopotamus for Christmas.

Year of the Child — 1979

Barbara Schenkel
|

Children are like flowers:

even the ugly ones are beautiful.
Their bodies are soft and round,
their eyes sparkling,

their lips moist.

As for their smiles —

they make you want to cry;
even more so,

when their bellies

are-blown up

with hunger-. . .

Teenagers are brittle like old china:
it is so easy to break them . . .
Their bodies are tense with expectations
of future loves.

Their spirits dwell on see-saws.

Up and down, they flint,

up and down

endlessly.

They are timid and fragile

andyet. ..

they see themselves

as tough and strong and fearless,
and brave, and wise —

when in truth

they are as brittle as old china

and as precious.

Do not hurt them with your old-man wisdom;
do not thwart them with your derisive sarcasm;

they are so defenceless. . .

so tender. . .

Dangling
Simon Nagel

Dangling,

Oscillating pendulum

Swinging above the jagged barrier

Parting synagogue and street

And cleaving colour, clarity and strength of ritual
From the asphalt hollow of the grey unknown.

Hellas or Zion, Aristotle or Moses, grey matter or
blood?

On the shelves, Heschel and Russell side by side,

The eyes seeking,

The hand reaching,

Unresolved,

Towards a consummation

Upon which the unborn generations,

Trembling,

Teeter.
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