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CULTURE AS OFFENCE OR DEFENCE

An old Yiddish proverb has it that you are ushered into
society by your dress and shown out according to your brains,
which is worth considering in the light of Jewish attempts to
be an integral part of the societies of their various host countries
throughout the ages.

Culturally, Jews have made their mark. As a minority among
an often hostile majority, they have excelled in almost all aspects
of artistic life, earning the respect of their non-Jewish
counterparts and an enthusiastic following among those who
appreciated their work.

Whether or not it was their sartorial elegance which gained
them their entree, particularly into the worlds of literature and
music, is arguable. What brooks no argument, however, is their
amazing dominance in these fields. Germany before 1933 is
a particularly good example of this phenomenon, where the
Jews made up only one per cent of the population, yet played
an extremely visible and constructive role in the cultural
development of the times.

The question: ‘Why do Jews have such a high profile in
these areas?” is one which immediately springs to mind and
which is often asked. It is tempting to cite the supposed love
of learning and of the arts to which the Jews are believed to
subscribe as the obvious solution, but this is simplistic, and
indeed a facile response to a complex problem. The reasons
for Jewish predominance in fields of creative endeavour possibly
have their roots in an historical imperative.

We are wanderers. Since the destruction of the second
Temple, we have been strangers in lands which, on the whole,
did not welcome our arrival. More often that not, the option
of assimilation was rejected. To lose our identity in order to
gain acceptance from host nations was too high a price to pay.
Certainly there were those who did find this a feasible modus
vivendi, and who, in order not to be so palpably different from
their neighbours, and not, indeed, objects of derision, chose
to eat, dress, pray and behave in the same ways as the people
among whom they had been compelled to live. This was not
the mainstream of Jewish reaction to the problem, however,
and the maxim, ‘once a Jew, always a Jew’, held true in many
cases. The acceptance so hard fought for by converts was often
not forthcoming.

There remained an alternative option — that of excellence.
In order to be considered equal under unequal conditions, Jews
strove to perform, to write, to paint, to sing or to act as well
as if not better than those among whom they resided. This
was their password, their ‘Open Sesame’ into worlds which
would otherwise have been closed to them. If they were shunned
because of their Jewishness, they would use this rejection to
their own ends, because true excellence would not, could not

Yvonne Fein was appointed editor to the Melbourne Chronicle
by the Editorial Board.

Melbourne Chronicle

Yvonne Fein

be ignored by those who were sincerely dedicated to its pursuit,
whatever their religion.

In post-war times, a new trend emerged among the artistic,
the creative Jews — that of identity. The holocaust seemed to
have added an urgent impetus to Jewish endeavour, and instead
of being content to excel in the terrain others had mapped out
for them, Jews became imbued with a need to establish and
communicate a sense of self through their work. Gone was the
attitude: ‘l am an artist first and a Jew second.’ It was replaced
with what amounted to a need to say: ‘| am a Jew; my art
is Jewish, and if we are to survive as Jews, then our art must
express our identity — strongly, with virility and with pride.

The traditions of Peretz and Sholom Aleichem were taken
up and pursued with vigour. The most notable exponent of this
art form was Isaac Bashevis Singer, writing in Yiddish and
virtually unknown except for a band of loyal followers in the
United States. With translation came recognition of the highest
order. Saul Bellow, notably with his book, Herzog, and Bernard
Malamud, with short stories such as ‘The Magic Barrel, and
his novel, The Assistant, to name just a few, also wrote of the
Jewish experience to an audience that was more sophisticated,
critical and ultimately enthused by their works. They exposed,
with consummate skills, the dilemma of the Jew among the
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" " 3 " Y is inability
tiles, his ambivalence, often his self hgte and his inabi
ge‘l;e who he was openly, without guilt-ridden complexes.

aim Potok, writing on a level perhaps more ac'cesmble
to th(éhpopular reader, with books such as My f_\‘amg is Asher
Lev and The Chosen, brought these issues into W|_clgr circulation,
and they were pursued by writers such as Phillip Roth and
Joseph Heller to an extent that aroused furore and outrage
among many Jewish readers.

Instead of characterising Jewish problems, these latter two
writers tended to caricature them with incisive, and often brytal
thrusts of black humour which was good for sales, but not sg
good, perhaps, for our self-image and for the image we wanted
others to have of us,

Jews are nothing if not able to |
widely accepted that Jewish humour i
upon ourselves in critical
This ability to be self-moc
last to suggest that we sho
so abound among us. |t

augh at themselves, |t js
S most often directed back
appraisal of our faults and foibles,
king is valuable, and | would be the
uld not criticise the absurdities which
is important to state, however, that

The Jewish Reactions & Res
Anti-Semitism in W

Zionists proved
they ever realised”

they had good reason to believe that th

Poppel and Gay were drawing conclusions about two totally
disparate groups of Jews: the former referred to the radical
Zionists who at least preached, if not wholeheartedly practised,
emigration from Germany to |5

rael; while the latter dealt with
the ‘acculturalised’ or assimilated

which would later

beset their fellows, their deeds were significantly |ogs radical

than their words,

In the light of what happened in

Germany in 1933 ang
onwards it is tempting on t

he one hand to remark that it jg

ble any time, in
any plar:‘e, Insists on closing his eyes, he should not, thereafter,
complain about the terrible darkness,

Both these viewpoints, h
fruitless b i
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; er
caricature is simple and that true representation —-h.\:\i;l:[ahn 4
humorous or serious — is a lot more difficult to achi '
a lot more time-consuming to establish. The feac_tlonsas s
latter are not as immediate nor as satisfying Bl
instantaneous belly-laugh which usually greets the Toson o
portrayals of the Jewish mother and her Oe(.ilpa rinl;!TGSt
example, or the materialistic father who has no time o e
for anything but profit margins. The worn out stereotyepneraﬁon
xenophobic Jewish family — particularly its older gfor i
— is another easy laugh-getter, with plenty of' room i
tired old jokes to be trotted out about ‘shikses’ and ‘s
having no place at the Shabbes table.

g : is honest
Just as irony and satire are superior to sarcasm, 5:32'5
racterisation superior to effect-seeking caricature.

istinction,

The Jew as an artist must be able to draw that d:‘r’:c?}salons

and, in seeking to establish his identity in the upp'e[hright for
of creative endeavour, must not sell his cultural bir :

p ification In
that mess of pottage which promises speedy gratifica
the short term,

cha

Ponses to the Phenomenon of

ilhelmine Germany

— 1890-1914
Yvonne Fein

. r them
passage of his essay, “ . . what was it re._asoﬂabtljz fS?ense in
to expect? And what kind of a Jewish policy ma

this, the post emancipation era?”’

enon
To this end | would like briefly to examine the s
of anti-Semitism itself in Wilhelmine Germany (aqd in and then
directly preceding it) as perceived by various hiswr'a?s{he times:
proceed to a discussion of the Jewish reactions of ! response
he answer to the Question of the effectiveness of thel-rr situation
a result of the judgements they made regarding the;O say tha
will hopefully emerge along a moderate line. et ably at the
the German Jews, being a minority, were unquestion they lived-
none oo tender mercy of the maijority among Whomf optimistic
Nevertheless, they displayed a considerable amount 0

ir position
naivete, which the period did not justify, about their P
and their futyre,

: tscher
Until the establishment of the Centralverglge!‘_jn?t’ism in
Staatsburger judischen Glaubens in 1893,_§nt|-_l_he energies
ermany received little or no organised DDIJOS'“C’"'f ¢ complete
of the Jews had been largely spent in a battlef‘zha[ century:
eémancipation which had spanned three-quarters Of mong bot
And that battle had produced a very strong bel.'e .ajewishnes§n
the advocates and the opponents of tamancnpatlon'dicaL worshiP
especially overt, separatist practices (such as dress, diet,

be
o irable. To

and occupation, in short, living), were L{fndesé?versioﬂ was
accepted into the mainstream of German life, ¢ an

ious

recommended, and, failing that, at least a Con_ig':‘]é’i.
effective abandonment of the Jewish modustt:: fight
corollary of this self-abnegation in _the b;:fecte d the
emancipation, writes Schorsch, “ . . decisively ar Self-hate
esteem and the self-image of the Germ.a.n Jew". comm
the oxymoron of Jewish anti-Semitism were
phenomena. her @

Before 1878, however, anti-Semitism was tm:ftm'tjity in
legitimate political force nor an organised mlllt_an cetly anti-
German life. |t may have been fashionable to be dlsctr0 il
Semitic, to exclude Jews from one’s social circle and itudes 0
them different in their mercenary and pushy at w until
business and life in general. But, as Stern points out, - -
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the end of the 1870s anti-Semites were even less socially
acceptable than their victims, the Jews. The anti-Semites were
outsiders, trouble-makers, anti-Bismarck cranks; they lacked
dignity and decorum . ..”

The two main factors contributing to ‘legjtimate’ anti-
Semitism had a convincing political veneer. Firstly, the
Progressives, Bismarck's chief enemies in the Reich, were led
by Jewish politicians. It was therefore in his interest to board
the anti-Semitic bandwagon. “With friends like the Progressives
the Jews could count on having powerful enemies,” writes Stern.
So Bismarck could support with equanimity and his customary
political expediency, the propositions advanced by Stoecker, the
court Chaplain, and by Treitschke, politician and renowned
historian, regarding the undesirability of Jews.

This was the second factor. Two supposedly learned and
highly regarded public figures lent racism respectability in the
highest circles. And racism itself, with its concomitant
xenophobia, was being legitimised by the ornamental
accessories of the then very fashionable scientism. Fear also
became a motive for anti-Semitism: paranoid fear of the Jews'
supposed power to control and corrupt the fabric of German life.

Hans Joachim Bieber, in an essay devoted primarily to
explaining the political and economic tensions in Germany from
1880 onwards, proposes quite forcibly that the rise of anti-
Semitism had far less to do with the fears and irrationality
existing between the host-country and its minority group than
it did with an agrarian society converting to industrialisation.
However, | find this apologetic intellectualisation far less
acceptable than Stern's summation of Bleichroder’s life and,
in it, a terse assessment of the quality of Wilhelmine Germany’s
anti-Semitism:

“In the beginning of the anti-Semitic agitation,” writes Stern,
“Bleichroder was its star witness. If he had not existed, the
anti-Semites could not have invented him. He was a hostage
until anti-Semitism was so prevalent a phobia that it no longer
needed him as evidence.”

Having thus dealt (very) briefly with the manifestations of
anti-Semitism, | come now to the German Jews' understanding
of this phenomenon which enmeshed and ultimately destroyed
them. It contains the tragic irony that these Jews saw themselves
as Germans first and Jews second in a love affair with
Deutschtum that was largely unrequited, though they preferred
to remain blind to the one-sidedness of the relationship.

Whether one uses as a yardstick for this statement the
critical writings of historians such as Peter Gay, Ismar Schorsch
or Jehudah Reinharz, or whether one reads the poetry of Else
Lasker-Schuler, the prose of Franz Kafka or the psychology of
Sigmund Freud, the conclusion is inescapable: Deutschtum was
primary; Judentum secondary.

There can be no doubt, however, that the three historians
whom | mentioned perceived the German Jews' understanding
of anti-Semitism in different ways, albeit arriving at similar
conclusions.

Peter Gay takes a strong assimilationist line and proposes
that the enormous cultural, philosophical and scientific
contributions made to Germany between the accession of
Wilhelm 1l and the start of World War One were made by
cultured and educated Germans many of whom just happened
to be Jewish, but which factor had little if anything to do with
the issue of their input. He makes a strong case for the
intellectual brilliance of the times rather than that of individual
ethnic groups; and when writing of the much-criticised
conversion of many Jews to Christianity in this period, he
minimizes its importance by stating: “One thing is certain: waves
of anti-Semitism created wavelets of conversion; times of calm
reduced the urge to join the safety of the dominant

denomination.”
In no uncertain terms he argues that for all the Jewish
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intellectual and artistic output there was a vast if not
disproportionate amount of mediocrity among this work. And
he discredits as myth (one which he claims was as much
propagated by the Jews as by their detractors) the theory of
Jewish dominance and superiority in the fields of endeavour
outlined above.

It is interesting to contrast Gay's view with that of Frederick
Grunfeld. Grunfeld makes the point in a chapter tellingly entitled
‘A Family Resemblance’ about the Grenzjuden — the Jews on
the edge who were always conscious of their origins whether
they converted or not and who could not separate this
consciousness from the art or science they created:

“It was precisely this problematic stratum of ‘marginal
Jews” he writes, “which supplied most of the artists and
intellectuals who helped to make the most exciting epoch in
German intellectual history. The very precariousness of their
position astride the two cultures gave them an extraordinary
vantage point from which to survey the European cultural
landscape.”

What emerges very clearly from these entirely disparate
views is that the Jew was an outsider, saw himself as such and
tried to become an insider, as it were. Whether Gay wishes to
concede ‘Jewish brilliance’ or not, (and | am not sure that |
want to, either) he must acknowledge their contributions in every
field, ranging from economics and business through science
and industry to art and culture. The percentage of Jews in the
population was undeniably small in relation to the scope and
size of their contributions.

But this underscores the point’l ‘wish to make: the Jews
of Wilhelmine Germany, for all their Deutschtum, did not
understand with any real perspicacity the phenomenon of
German anti-Semitism. It made them ambivalent, perhaps
breeding a love-hate relationship between them and the
Fatherland. That is to say, in many cases they loved Germany
and hated themselves for their Jewishness. It made them strive
for excellence in myriad fields in order to gain acceptance, and
in many cases this led to great wealth and prosperity — a self-
defeating exercise because it often inspired jealousy and hostility
instead of the respect they craved. And they became fiercely
patriotic. The Jews had a fervent need to be seen to be undivided
in their loyalty towards the land which had granted them such
freedom. They wanted no question to exist in the minds of the
Germans that their Jewishness could in any way detract from
their love of Kaiser and country. In many cases this led to
humiliation because only very few Jews could become officers
in the army. Bleichroder's son, Hans, was one of the last Jews
to become a reserve officer in the Prussian military. Between
1885 and 1914 no other Jew was granted such a promotion.

In the 1880s, when it was fashionable in cultured circles
to yearn for the ‘modest Jew’, those yearning alongside their
Christian brethren were the Jews themselves!

On the other side of the coin of this assimilatory mentality
and sense of selbst-Hass were the centralverein, the Zionistische
Vereinigung fur Deutschland and the continuation of the
‘Haskalah’ — the Jewish enlightenment. These were movements
in response to the phenomenon of anti-Semitism and they
balanced the self-deprecating element. How effectively they did
so and how effective a response they were altogether is what
| would now like to examine.

That unity and organisation by Jews were necessary in the
face of united and organised opposition was glaringly apparent
to the founders of the Centralverein. They realised that they
were up against the combined virulence and prejudice of such
large and powerful groups as the Agrarian League, the Pan-
German League and the German Federation of Commercial
Employees. What they learnt from these organisations was that
the voice of many is more effective than the voice of one. But
what they had to combat, which was almost as daunting as
the anti-Semitism itself, was their own, internal disunity, scorn,
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rousing the ire of the Germans who had granted
?;:rrfetiri: T-nauch-val.%nted emancipation. Never had the adage:
‘Where there are x number of Jews, there will be X x 2 number
of opinions), held so true. =
Written into the opening paragraph of the_CentraIvergms
constitution, as Schorsch points out, was the stricture that “the
cultivation of a sense of German identity was incumbent on
every member. But in the face of rampant an.tl—Semmsm, 5?,”‘
respect dictated a fearless recourse to public self-defence”
These two requirements probably best sum up tr'le
ambivalence of the Jew towards his benefactors/oppressors in
Wilhelmine Germany. As Schorsch goes on to argue, they also
show the awakening of a Jewish consciousness that up till then
had been dormant. Jews were no Ion_ger prepared to allo'w
slanderous allegations to continue against them 3s arace in
the press, at public gatherings or even in Fhe constitution. They
were ready to counter these occurrences in the courts, (A Iarg_e
number of their membership consisted of lawyers.) And this
they did with increasing effect and success._Byt the law courts
represented more than just a means of retaliation. Use of them
indicated a fundamental change in Jewish self-perception. As
Lowenfeld stressed, they were there to be used, not feared; and
by using them Jews were simply demanding the protection to
which their new status entitled them.

It is important to note, however, that this legal action was
not overwhelmingly popular initially with the German Jews
within and outside the Centralverein, and that it was not until
1898 that the first endorsement from a Jewish newspaper (in
this case, Die Allgemeine Zeitung des Judentums) appeared.
Until then, newspaper coverage had been sparse, and what little
there was had been hostile.

Ultimately the Centralverein did succeed in raising the level
of Jewish consciousness and pride in the decades before the war,

Jehudah Reinharz goes one step further than Schorsch in
his explanation of the functions of this organisation and the
attitudes it bred. While acknowledging the Jews' loyalty to
Deutschtum, to German Gesinnung, over and above their loyalty
to Judentum, he raises the interesting point that: “Ironically,
the establishment of an exclusively Jewish organisation
strengthened their feelings of Jewish identity, even if overt
manifestations of loyalty to Judentum were lacking. Members
of the Centralverein achieved a certain sense of pride and honour
in their defiance of the temptations of conversion and the
onslaught of the anti-Semites”

Mention must also be made of those Jews who established
and joined the Zionistische Vereinigung fur Deutschland.
Eventually the most radical of all the Jewish-organised responses
to anti-Semitism, it, too, started off as a post-ernancipatory
intellectual exercise in uniting the Jews of Wilhelmine Germany

ENCOUNTERS OF A HUNGARIAN JEW

Almost as soon as he returned, he asked me jf | heard
anything about Janos Voros, | traced his girlfriend, who also
used to work for my father, but she didn't kn i

One day my father got an address, and not
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under a banner of pride rather than a banner of shame. It a:lSO
had its practical, philanthropic side inasmugh as it ra:sed‘mo tt?)’
and sent victims of the Polish and Russian persec'utmnsl_c

Palestine. But it did not endorse an all-encorr]pagsmglpon'ﬂz
of emigration — that is, all Jews must €0 to_lwe in Pa ﬁsung
and make this aspiration an integral part of their Weltanscha :
— until 1910. Even Herz, the founder of the Zionist movemen I
was content to wait upon and work for outside DO“UF';
assistance for and consent to the establishment of a Jewis

homeland rather than assert the Jews' right to Palestine by
wholesale emigration.

Although, as Stephen Poppel points out, the Zionists, aﬂg
more particularly the radical Zionists, seemed to have t .
clearest idea of the direction which German anti-Semitism Wf:e
taking; and although their responses to the phenomenon Wﬁ :
more realistic than those of other Jews, it should be noted t at
at no time did their membership exceed nine thousand (O”S
of the 500,000 Jews living in pre-World War One GermanY)136
compared to the Centralverein's membership which, by 19 b
claimed to represent, both individually and also ujrou]g
communally affiliated bodies, up to 200,000 Jews. It is @ Sof
relevant that the ZVfD endorsed the view — similar to that 0

the Centralverein’s — that some sort of national pluralism was
possible.

Few German Jews, it seems, were able to separate
themselves from the aspiration towards Deutschtum. An

therein lies the tragedy of their understanding of and response
to the anti-Semitism of the period. While many claim — a“t
with some justification — that the Jews held themselves apﬂrd
from the mainstream of German life; that they could not s
indeed did not want tg relinquish this sense of their owt
otherness which was, in a sense, eingeubt, they also could no

relinquish the very Palpable need to be Germans. Time prove
these two needs to be incompatible.

However, it is not, | believe, invoking the spectre {,’f
retrospective ‘wisdomy’ to concur with an assertion made by
Poppel in the concluding

“The statement” he wri
strong enemies with the s
an expression of our gwn
end their enemjes were to
for them to survive, Rath
fairly been made by cont

While not supportin

ites “that the Jews in Germany faﬁsg
upport of weak friends is more t 45
retrospective knowledge that in a
0 strong and their friends too ‘;":;Ve
er, it is a judgement that CO”!d &l
emporary observers, as in fact it was-
. € an ‘inevitability-of 1933’ — theorr'
PopDel_s assessment doeg indicate, at least to a small ""‘"-ZE ¢
the.quotic nature, the fytjle yet pathetically comprehens! e
dgsnre of the Jews for Deutschtum. |t highlights, o0, t'\.re
difficulty involved i orchestrating a comprehensive and effect
response to anti-Semitism in Wilhelmine Germany.

————-""_'--_

— Part 2
by Andrew Furst

his umbrella on him. It was Janos Voros. Several hefty policeme?
ad to restrain my father, he Was in an incredible rage, "

have killed the man. A sergeant and myself took a long tiM

to quieten him, yntjf he was ready to give a statement, thou$

€ was called to gjve

evidence again and | heard from a frie"
who happened to be

there, that a silly old Jew tried to 5@
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the mongrel. Again, that was my father. Of course he didn’t
want to see him go free, but didn’t want his blood on his hands
either. One day the following year | reported seeing a man
looking suspiciously like Janos Voros. Father had to walk all
the way to jail and hear it from the governor himself, that Voros
was safely under lock and key. He was finally executed sometime
in 1947. Justice was not done, as he had only one life, but
the best that could be done.

War crimes trials and the executions following them were
the next chapter in my father’s course of rehabilitation. The
Hungarian Fuhrer Szalasi and his henchmen were caught by
the Americans in Germany and returned to Hungary. A trial
was arranged to be held in the concert hall of the Franz Liszt
Conservatorium, the only hall large enough with a roof not
blown away by bombs or artillery. One mock trial had already
been held there in the first few days of liberation. Communists
and Jews were sent to the Russian front in 1941 in punishment
work battalions. They were guarded by an Hungarian military
crew, under orders to make sure none of their charges would
ever return. In the debacle of Voronezh in 1942, the whole
Hungarian Army was destroyed. My own brother Michael was
there in one such work battalion. In my mind’s-eye | can still
see the newsreel showing the commanding general and his staff
returning. They were the only ones to do so. Their army was
dead or in captivity. The captured communists made their way
into training camps and the Red Army, some even became
officers. One such officer recognised a member of his crew who
cruelly mistreated them. A mock trial was held in the concert
hall, the man condemned to hang, all in a couple of hours.
He was dragged to nearby Korond, hanged on a tall lamppost,
with a placard affixed to his chest: Such is the fate of fascist
murderers. Days later he was still up there, a truly shocking
sight, head swollen to double its size and decomposing.
Incidentally, Korond was a square on the Boulevard, renamed
Hitler square during the war. It was re-renamed, no prizes for
guessing, Stalin square early in the peace by boot licking city
fathers. The Russian city commandant showed more taste and
ordered the old name reinstated. Today it is called Lenin square.

Fair trials were something of a novelty in Hungary but the
new provisional government was determined to give Szalasi and
his mob a fair trial. Interest in the forthcoming legal proceedings
was tremendous. Tickets were needed to be admitted, but none
were to be had. To this day | don't know how my father managed
it, but he had two tickets for every day the court sat. School
already resumed and | had to wag it, in order to be with him.
He was an excitable person at the best of times and the times
were far from the best. | felt | ought to keep an eye on him.
| wasn't particularly interested, | convicted them to my
satisfaction long before. But in a court of law it wasn't easy
to prove that mass murderers were indeed mass murderers.
Mountains of written evidence were being presented, turning
the proceedings to boredom. But one day Szalasi was being
cross-examined on the fate of thousands of Jews he sent on
foot to Germany. His replies were insolent in the extreme. The
prosecutor kept his calm, but father was getting more and more
agitated. Szalasi said “| drove on the Vienna highway every day,
as | lived in that direction and | never saw a Jewish corpse
walking on the road”. Indignant murmur in the courtroom, |
had to hang onto my father who wanted to jump with fury and
we were sitting in the first row of the balcony. Referring to the
murmur, the prosecutor remarked quietly “Your fellow citizens
obviously disagree with you". Szalasi slowly turned to face the
audience and said “Those are not my fellow citizens, they are
Jews!” That did it. The exclamation was greeted in silence by
all, except my father. There was no restraining him, the best
| could do was to save him from falling overboard. He jumped
up, shouting in a rage, beginning with you trash! you garbage!
An odd thing to remember, but | still can’t help feeling
astonished that he addressed Szalasi in the familiar thou, rather
than the more distant you. Szalasi pulled his head in, literally.

Melbourne Chronicle

So did I. | would have liked to disown the old man, but that
was not possible, as in between raging at Szalasi, he was cross
examining me: “didn’t you yourself see it?” The court came
to a standstill, my father had the floor. | knew our days were
numbered, | could see the presiding judge whispering to a
policeman and point in our direction. Two policemen picked
up my father by arms and legs and carried him out, the old
man turning his head back and yelling all the way to the door.
We were unceremoniously thrown out. No matter, we were back
again in the same seats next day, after giving me an unqualified
assurance that he'd behave himself. Any idiot could see the
prosecutor was too soft on Szalasi, somebody had to tell him
where to get off, but now that he did he'd sit back and listen.

All the accused were condemned to hang, in the fullness
of time appeals were rejected and presidential clemency turned
down. Three of the lesser mongrels had had their sentences
commuted to execution by firing squad. It was possible to
witness the executions, but admittance tickets were needed and
these were quite impossible to obtain. Heaven only knows how,
my father managed to get two. First to go was Basch, leader
of the Volksbund, organization of local ethnic Germans. |
listened to his trial right through, listened to his Jewish mistress
giving him a good character reference. | knew something else
about him also, not mentioned at the trial. The Mother of a
friend of mine got a job with false papers on Basch's staff as
cook. She was frightfully orthodox and had to have kosher food.
She decided the best way to get it was to conduct a kosher
kitchen for Basch, of course without his knowledge. After the
war she was forever trying to convert me to orthodoxy and one
of her punchlines was Basch's kosher kitchen. If a Nazi could
appreciate kosher food, then maybe | ought to attach more
thought to its importance. She never even saw the funny side
of it. Basch died without ever finding out. On the scale of mass
murders his crime was fairly minor: He only sent a few tens
of thousands of ethnic German kids to their deaths. So he was
to be shot. He was brought to the courtyard of the Marko Street
prison. | went to school opposite the red brick prison for two
years and never knew it had a courtyard. The sentence was read,
Basch blindfolded, escorted to stand in front of sandbags, ten
warders with rifles facing him. On the shouted command of
an officer, the crackle of rifles, deafening in the small courtyard,
pandemonium, some spectators were hurt from ricocheting
bullets. Basch was writhing on the ground for what seemed
an eternity, ages before the doctor with the stethoscope on the
man'’s chest pronounced him dead. | did not wait around for
the next two to be shot that day, or any other day. My stomach
was revolting. | pushed through the crowd and left. My father
stayed to the end. It gave him some satisfaction to see the dogs
die for the killing of five sisters and one brother. He went to
all the other executions, culminating with Szalasi on the gallows.
He described them all in minute detail without a hint of gloating
or some perverse enjoyment, just getting an eye for an eye,
if that was at all possible. He saw Jewish kids hanged in
Auschwitz for the major crime of stealing a rotten potato, or
something equally monstrous. | didn't.

Of course, he detested the Nazis. Unfortunately, there was
no love lost between him and the communists either. This was
unfortunate inasmuch as they were becoming the new masters
in Hungary. Basically, he was a child of the free enterprise
system, as free as it could ever get in a semi-feudal country.
He had his own shop at 18, at least until it was nationalized
during the ill fated communist regime of Bela Kun in 1919.
Though he always managed to land on his feet, this time in
the early 1950s the writing was really on the wall. The shop
on Terez Boulevard became a prosperous wholesale textile
business by then, but was progressively being strangled by the
economic policies of the new government. There was no hope
of beating them, s0 he joined and was made general manager
of a state textile concern, with chauffeur driven car and all
imaginable perquisites. Of course, it couldn't last. When
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ted. Together with
. t under way, he was arres ¢ 5
Rak%ig»tﬁ:rrg\ishﬁge only crime was being his father's son.
my g

brother since the middle of 1942,
e hadhnowzgﬁigz r:gmewhere in the quiet Union, but
s bee inning to dim. Until on Yon_1 Kippur eve 1945,
e we%e ready to leave for Kol Nidrei, a chap in Russian
o wi ocked on our door. It was my brother, back from
un:uforn'l n making ours the luckiest family ever. Mother, fa_ther
o s have all survived war and Germgn occupation.
|a\1nd tmc;vseoFmet or even known of another Jewish family, who
r »
coe:ﬁ'l boast of the same luck.

is ti und in the 1950s many officers of the State
S Iil:;sggﬁ‘fem— the Hungarian KGB — were Jews, As was

sy hief of police and the two most important pegple in the
il nt hierarchy Rakosi and Gero, According to an
gmm";; | story, when a delegation of Jews visited Gero and
appcrYEJo ingratia'te themselves referred to his Jemsh_ness. he
try|r_|gd it indignantly, and had them thrown out. Obviously he
geve ht of himself as a socialist, not as a Jew, as if the two
e utually exclusive. His compatriots thought of him — to
ok r[:]rase Szalasi — simply as a bloody Jew, Prior to the war
pmang Jews in Hungary belonged to the middle cla_sses. Now
they were being persecuted, partially by their own k:n_d, not as
Jews of course, but as class enemies, Some people just can't
take a trick. Eventually, my father and brother were releaseq,
but there was nothing more to look fqrward to in Hungagy,_.f
there ever was. The Hungarian revolut_lo.n of 1956 was still in
the future. After having been an unwilling Jarticipant in two
world wars and several revolutions, to no one’s regret, my father
actually managed to miss the revolution of 1956, For my Parents
arrived in Melbourne on Anzac day_ that year. To a new beginning
at age 66, penniless and broken in hea!lh..Bul they had each
other, the blessed peace and tolerance of this country and most
of all their grandchildren. My son Paul was borr_1 on the d
of their arrival. In spite of being a public holld§y. it was a busy
day. Until the baby finally decided to make his app.earancg, |
couldn't decide, whether to take my wife to St. George's Hospital
in Kew, or head for Station Pier, Port Melbourne. |n the end
everything dovetailed beautifully, and my

Parents visited their
fellow new arrival on the way o their new home.

DISCOVERY

the breath away, the London
National Gallery deprived the nights of slee

P, and the Loyyre
and Jeu de Paume in Paris kindled the blood to ecstatic seething
i » tramped around
| Grecos and Goyas, M
those other creati » Versailles, the Vatican
and, if only time had sufficed, the Rizhsmuseum in Amsterdam_
But g0 try to include the best of the cent
fugitive five-week schedule.

We had promised ourselves, Marguerite and |, th
before. The p| i

Ousehold g

ppliances, furniture, babies — ang t
commitme

1eNts to mortgages and overdrafts b
to tethering middle-class captivity.

_ The plan was simple indeed. By,
N Marrying me had

6

he concomitant
ound ys Obdurately

r t at what cosy! Marguerite
affectively sajd goodbye tg her family, the
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; nd a
Auschwitz left my tather with severe déasaettﬁ?n gair_self
drastically weakened heart. As time passed, rd bl T b0
became hard work for him. But it never Stopl%et only did he
time at all, he had a stall in Victoria Ma_rket. ?\ experiEnce
make the money they needed, but enjoyed t estricted his
tremendously. When his health worsened, he ritill <ee him
enjoyment to Croydon Market once a Wefk' | ca_ﬂ‘2 o
sitting there, recommending his wares “very nic léte inability
almost the only English words he knew, A compd'dn’t bother
to master the intricacies of the English language rh him the
him in the slightest. For weeks I_tned to teac L g,
citizenship oath, in vain, In the event, it was never eve ation, the
To the everlasting credit of the Department of Immig terprotes
Australian oath of allegjance was administered via anffi <eriously
in Fungarian. At election time they would walk O'tiZEI"S- i
to the polling booth to discharge their duties as ? L abor
cancel out each others votes in the process. To my father,

ittle
£ as a ||t.[
Or communist, there was no difference. My mother w
more discerning,

In addition to all hi
became an 3| i

particularly green fj

that
ngers at 70. His only regret was,
he wouldn't nurse his

it Time
beloved trees and shrubs 10 mglt:t;m{t took
Was running out. He became more and more disabled.

- : athing
two, then three Injections a week, just to keep him bre
But he was active to

0s
the last day and the end came ::gtlh"'r
unnoticed. While watching TV in the evening, with my
at his side, his hear stopped. He was 74. el, born
And so it came to pass, that Joseph son of Samuw of the
in a tiny Hungarian hamlet, was buried in the front rfoprinces5
Carlton Cemetery, overlooking the lawns and trees & erfect
Park. He woulq have approve. My mother who was mkg |ater.
health until thep, followed him to his side four wef the 0
a loving family, life withou

-
IN VENICE

Serge Liberma”

her
intense Staunchly Catholic Arthur and Mary Corcoran ?‘"i’hﬂg
brother Peter, while Parents Aryeh and |eah Goodvac it plain
not wholly disowning me, their only son, had made either
that if | wisheq i the future to visit them, it was to bﬁef“’ise
without Marguerite or at a time when they were not Ot'veﬂ i

entertaining thejr friends, Thej, shame, after having gtlgriﬂgi"g
what they tonsidered tg haye been a proper Jewish up n in the
— Sunday school, Jewish youth clubs, Yiddish spoke aumber
home, the best of Sholem Aleichem and Peretz and a?"d attend
of Jewish books — Was stingingly acute, and if they did @ o
our regijstry wedding, it wgg because they could not

remain

ture — permit themselves tc?'lild bgrfl
: after expending so much effort upon me, @ -
N wartime Europe durin

mo
g what were for them theli‘»’\?f".
AMOWINg years of their overall hard and ”"happximis"' i
understood their grief. | was not so obtuse as to mt]:at nac
wished, | Wished, yes, g please them, to give them [‘Idreﬂ-
that any Parent craved for from children and grandchi n back
several times | had separated from Marguerite to sta lication®
as it were, and Study our relationship and all its imp

August/September 1984



with whatever objectivity | could muster. And Marguerite, in
deference to her parents, had done the same. But we kept
drifting back together, each separation followed by a reunion
more violently intense than the preceding one till nothing short
of overseas escape by one of us — or death, to use the hyperbole
of the Romantics — could part us. For whatever she saw in
me, in her there was gaiety and gentility, pleasure and sound
sense and an absorbing accepting openness that banished every
tiniest mote of self-consciousness that with other girls | had
never been able to shed. Or perhaps rather than self-
consciousnass, it was the doubt that | could ever meet their
later expectations as | then perceived them. Marguerite was not
ambitious. Not in the material sense at least. Her conversation
when we spoke was of finer artistic things, of the potential
inherent in each person to realise himself creatively — through
his work, his family, through one of the arts — and of service,
utility and value to others, and less of houses, suburban gardens,
girlfriends’ children, lucrative jobs.

But perhaps | magnify the differences or distort them
unfairly or seek impossibly to give rational reasons for what
the overheated blood and the nerve fibres tingling in every
excited quivering pore dictate — Why elaborate? Enough to say
that | loved Marguerite. Those who have themselves laved will
understand; those who have not, may they yet discover for
themselves the grandeur and the helplessness, the ecstasy and
the brutality of love.

So we married, flew overseas, left family behind, Marguerite
bearing with her her father's grudging cold embrace and | my
mother’s tears as at the airport — how she clung! — she said,
“Write at least. Give us back something of what you are taking
away”.

We landed at the Barajas airport in Madrid on a dry sunny
day in April — a day such as are depicted on picture postcards
and travel brochures. Marguerite, descending the gangway ahea_d
of me, travel-bag slung over a shoulder, wore a bright red poplin
coat and a broad scarlet band around her lavish blonde hair.
Among the darker Spanish girls who flitted friskily about the
terminal, she stood out splendidly exceptional and | was gl_ad
when a photographer approached and said in broken English
“Pliz, Senora, una photografa per your "usband”. Caught t_Jff
guard and exhilarated by her descent to new, possibly exotic,
adventures, Marguerite was captured on the crest of an
enchanting spontaneity. She laughed, her teeth shone, her keen
eyes squinted just that jot in the lustre of the sun and yvhat
I carried in my wallet from then on was a portrait of delight,
naturalness and buoyancy that betrayed not in the slightest the
tedium of what had been a long unbroken flight.

Having deposited our luggage and refreshed ours_elves in
a two-star hotel in the Calle de Lope de Vega, Marguerite even
more than | was impatient to take to the sunwashed streets
and alleyways of Madrid. A graduate in literature and fine arts
with a tutorship awaiting her on our return home, she had made
up her mind to visit the monument to Cervantes in the Plaza
de Espana, the Palacio Real and, inevitably, and above aII,.lhe
Prado Museum. While she dressed, | bought a map aljd guide-
book from the desk clerk, returned upstairs and studied them
briefly. Marguerite, smelling appetisingly of ripe stra_wbernes.
braced her smooth downy arms about my neck. | klssed_her
on the nose, on each eyelid. She nibbled at my ear, blew into
it, and said “You be Don Quixote and 1, loyal Sancho, shall
forever follow".

Don Quixote then, and Sancho Panza, we ch_ased after
windmills in the streets of Madrid. We walked, holdnpg hands,
waists. We sauntered along huddled shadowed stal!-lmed lanes
and wide stylish modern avenidas; we circled the lavish spouting
fountains of Cybele, Apollo and Neptune; passed banks and
offices and ancient churches; and strolled between the balmy
immaculate lawns and flower beds of the Botanical Gardens,
pausing repeatedly before gates and statues and facades to
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marvel as structures that under the European sun seemed
infinitely more exquisite than anything else we had ever known
or seen back home.

Then, seeing the columns at the entrance to the Prado
Museum, Marguerite with a cry broke away and ran ahead.

“Last one there is a Philistine!” she called.

| paused momentarily to watch her. | couldn’t help but
smile. Her hair, shimmering mercury from a distance, rose and
fell rhythmically. Her shoulders swayed. Her heels clicked on
the pavement — like castanets, | thought. Once she looked
back and beckoned me with a hand. Then she ran on, stopped
before the statue in the Prado forecourt, taking deep breaths,
and, as | approached, bent forward, placed a hand upon a tilted
hip and mocked ever so mildly, ever so lovingly, “You poor old
man you, my hero, my knight”.

| grasped her by the waist and swung her around. We
laughed. A Spaniard passing by looked at us with inquisitive
eyes. He walked on with a studiously measured gait and from
some way off turned around and smiled.

That night, we didn't — couldn't — sleep. Through dark
hours, to the fitful flickerings of neon lights, to the humming
reverberations of the odd passing car, to the disconnected selves
of nocturnal voices exploding in the Spanish calls below, we
touched, clung, mauled, loved, loved again and writhed, our
bedsheets in anarchic disarray, as we were borne, Marguerite
and |, on vaulting crests of exaltation, our skins moist and
burning, pores tingling, muscles at electric pitch. For we had
that day touched splendour and genius and had in turn by them
been touched. Over and over, majas and jesters crowded the
darkness of our hotel-room and, with them infants and apostles,
monarchs and rebels, angels and peasants, assaulting our
inflamed senses with their breath-depriving perfection, of form,
colour, movement and expression. Over and over, Velasquez’
spinning-wheel turned — we could imagine its very whirring
— El Greco's Christ agonised on the cross, Goya's hay-makers
revelled on the threshing-floor. And martyrs protested,
philosophers laughed, madonnas meditated and virgins wept.
By morning, we had levitated to a new enhanced ecstatic pitch
that, even unslept, we could not wash, dress, breakfast quickly
enough to take to the streets, the alluring, scenic, peopled, sun-
drenched streets once more.

We stayed in Madrid three days. We took a guided tour of
the city which included a visit to Marguerite’s Cervantes
monument and the grandly sumptuous Palacio Real; as to a
magnet, we also returned to the Prado three times more; we
bought a filigree jewel-case and hand-carved wooden effigies
of Don Quixote and Sancho Panza in the Puerto del Sol, sent
detailed glowing letters to our families back home and, on the
last morning, coached back to the Barajas airport to board the
plane, destination: London.

In a postscript to her letter, the last of three — Marguerite
could never write any letter without a string of afterthoughts
— she had written, “Whatever you may say, Father, marrying
Reuben was the best thing | could have done”; while in referring
to Marguerite, | wrote merely, “We are happy and the weather
has been uniformly fine”.

London, to Marguerite, was Milton and Ben Jonson, Dickens
and Swift; it was also the National Gallery and the British
Museum, St. Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey. To me,
a fledgeling lawyer, it was constitutional monarchy and
nineteenth-century liberalism, the Houses of Parliament, Hyde
Park and the Tower of London. And it was, for totally different
reasons, Petticoat Lane and Portobello Road and A Kid for Two
Farthings and Israel Zangwill and any number of generations
of Solomons and Jacobs and Levis and Beckys and Sarahs and
Malkas. And for both of us, it was Covent Garden and the Royal
Festival 'Hal1, the Shaftesbury Avenue theatres and Madame
Tussaud's. Russell Square our launching-pad, we assaulted
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aving our tiny flaking gas-he_ated room

Lo:;don E:rn‘g\:’neifclz ?:g’rjleing, ?eturnirrg only late at mg'ht, tired
?: l()];es?;re but nonetheless a-quiver,”aftelrf r@:a[mngI F;ﬂgrl:; g:

i S r Arthur Miller. If, upon landi :

PmteI: il S[:.la]kgsasse Ei‘lfleLgndon seemed sufficient, by t.he time
eraotu:ogéparture, they had proved, .however frepz:gd and
. owded, yet too brief, mere flickers, ﬂeetn'_!g. We left with images
c:‘ R rnl;randt’s world-weary eyes pursuing us w_hlr.heyer way
el ned, with the echoes of whispers mggnlﬁed in their
o tltl):arati;ms under the perfectly hem_isphenlcal dome of St.
gjlr's with the resonant eloquence of dISpU!Q in the plushngss
and férmality of the House of Commons, wut'h th_e contrastl_ng
hony and garrulousness of toothy thick-lipped Jewish
cafaop at the teeming Sunday market in Petticoat Lane on
tr?f er:s Marguerite, pausing amused over a valueless trinket,
e IccJt,:k-leather coat, a silken scarf, over and over remarked,
‘a‘Hmw colourful, how novel, how quaint”. Once more we wrote
hor?w: — we coz.uld not write enough — M_arguente Impressing
her parents Arthur and Mary Corcoran with t'he stateliness of
that mausoleum of the greatest of Epglands sons that was
Westminster Abbey, | elaborating jauntily on the scragey loose-
jacketed Fast End haberdashers, jewellers, grocers and blood-

aproned fishmongers that may have reminded Mother of Warsaw
and Father of Lodz.

ng before leaving for overseas, when' planning our
itine&gry.gMarguerite had said, “They say there’s a wall of Da
Vincis at the Louvre. And then the Impressionists — Van Goghs,
Manets, Renoirs — at the Jeu de Pauna.. And we must climb
the Eiffel Tower and visit the Arc' de Tnompht_z. the Champs
Elysees, the Notre Dame. We won't dm:_a at Maxim’s, pf.cou.rsg_,
but we can on our budget at least stand in its doorway if it raing 5

idn’t rain. Descending at Orly airport, Marguerite
remillﬁdedclidrrjnte of the title of a ﬁlm_“ApriI in Paris”. And April
meant Spring, wisp-clouded skies, crispness,
invigoration. The city was bright, its stone facades re
to whiteness, the Seine by whose bank we rode to
shimmered delicately under its sturdy ornamented
Marguerite, like a child in her seat by the window, p
this structure and that and said, “That must be the
and there, I'm sure of it, is the Place.de la Concorde and way
over there is the Left Bank, the Latin Quarter — Satre, the
Existentialists, the intellectuals and all that — and the Sorbonne
can't be far away and Montparna_sse and. . ! Her face was
mabile, immensely elastic, her excitement contagious, | leaned
as close as | could towards her and smelled the luscious

strawberries in her hair. | held her hand and felt its tremor, jts
softness, its moisture.

romance,
furbished
our hote|

bridges,
ointed to
Tuilleries

“A girl can lose her heart to Paris’” she said with 3 sunny
laugh and | answered, "We|!, please, do Igave some of it for
me.” She puckered her lips, winked, blew a kiss and said, “Don't
worry, my Reuben, my darling, even here | shall remain all yours”

We checked in at a hotel in a street off the Place de |3
Republique and quickly yielded ourselves to the Parisian Metrog
and streets. With map, guide-book and camera, we trod, over
the days that followed, hand in hand, the well-worn paths of
innumerable tourists. With them, we Paid homage to versapije
Napoleonic grandeur, ogled at the Mona Lisa, the Delacroixes,
Davids and Veraneses at the Louvre, pressed through crowded
rooms to sate ourselves at the feast of Gaugums, Van Goghs,
Manets, Cezannes and Degas’ offered up at the Jeu de Pauma.
We photographed each other b_efore the Eiffel Tower, Arc de
Triomphe and the rising column in the F_’Iace qe ig Bastille, and
studied with awe — Marguerite with an intensity IMmeasurable
— the immaculately-sculpted portals and the Soaring Gothjc
vault of the Notre Dame. In Montmartre, an artist sketcheq a
portrait of Marguerite in lilac pastel. We drapk coffee amgn
students and academics in Place St. Gerrna_ln'des Pres. And
for a joke, we stood in the doorway of Maxim's even though
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i and
it wasn't raining, and a waiter, rubblng_hands, came out
asked us whether he could be of service.

Once again, we had merely blinked and ten days ngeng;)\gz
Every few days, we had written home, now a postcar 'Shortly
letter, cramming the last blank space with n"unuuattra{e i
before departing, we collected mail forwarded to i
office. Marguerite’s mother had sent a card. Its con eall gl
brief: “Glad to hear you're enjoying yourself. Hegc;:{ o
expected.” My mother had written a longer letter. She g
to Father’s health — his varicose veins were giving trou . &
to a friend's son’s engagement — to a fine Jewish sgtro'ke-
pharmacist — to another’s marriage, to a ship s brother’s ot
For April, she wrote, the weather was exceptionally W}?F Sidn't
she hoped that | was not letting myself go hungry. She
mention Marguerite. ; )

Marguerite, in turn, putting her mother; card (Ij"mpl;’:é
handbag, was obviously disappointed. Biting a lip aﬂfi‘w“ilp it's
her eyes, she shrugged a shoulder and said, ell,
something at least”

- ith her
That dejection, manifested in pensiveness, stayed with

even as, hours later, a motor-launch transported us frornt mg
airport in Venice through Mestre to the Piazzale Roma a Acde
northern end of the Grand Canal. As in Paris, Marguerite ghopS
at the passing scenery — oil refineries, engineering works -
and islands and islands — by she did not point, jump, qu:ead
or laugh. | held an arm about her and she nestied herI %
against my shoulder, She breathed evenly. A strand of blo

i t
hair skirted an eye ang traversed her lips. She was sucking 3
a cheek.

“A penny for
berthing-point.

She turned towards me g
have to make it a dollar”,

“A dollar then,” | said.

he
your thoughts,” | said as we approached t

g o '“
quare-on, smiled and said, “You

."You Senerous soyl, you,” she said, dimples now appeafg'sg_
beside her mouth ang wrinkles of mirth alongside hfj" eyid
“I'll even make it twg dollars to get at your thoughts,” | said-

o |
t a penny” Marguerite said. “| was SS‘;X
me, Reuben, don't you, you do, don't ¥

“You'll always ine,” | said, squeezing her hand.
“Yes," she sai

ivel
_ d, blowing me 3 kiss in her more s
coquettish way. “| neeq Someone to belong to!

al
) By vaporetto we traversed the length of the Grand Can
to its southerp end wh

the Doge’s Palace, F e
the Hotel San Lio on the Salizzada San Lio. With the breeZ
in her face flapping the ¢ rs
her head, ang the smell, taste, crispness of the turquoise “-’aitftlv
all about, Marguerite €ame back to life. In the iridescent Shghic
misty grey-blue light_ she pointed oyt the high-coloured Got on
enaissance ang Baroque marble palaces densely huddled ho
either bank, S 800d-naturedly at a gondolier wito
vol_leyed forth g lilting tremolo as we passed. Under the Rma
rldgg, she remarked UPon the rust, moss and lichen that h -
eaten into the stone Over the water tide, There were semblanc

of that excitement that ha t — had touched Us
both — in Madrid, b ouched her

the
i London and in Paris, so that by "
Lume We passeq through the Piazetta and San Marco’s Squ\i"fzr
ounded by the Doge’s Palace, the Basilica, the Clock Tove
and the Coyrts of Law in pursuit of our porter, | was relie o
% faene I ;ge tal diSsi?pation of Marguerite’s gloom as Iihg Sgn
—° YOU imagine? This i : walke
Giorgione ang Ver IS where Tintoretto

’ Ow
stre g Onese and Titian and Vivaldi”. The n.adﬂ'es’
h ?.ts excited her too, the flagstones angd humped bri gee”
0 € lines of yq I8 strung across the green canals bet“:zrief'
agpo;;?tgs\;md » the nests of restaurants, fish-shops, bak

OPs, a plenityde
ery an delicate|
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Of these streets and canals, Marguerite could not have
enough — it was as if, she said, the very breath of history and
greatness surrounded her and it made her feel small, humble,
acutely ephemeral. That feeling was enhanced that afternoon
as she marvelled at the golden Byzantine mosaics above the
portals and on every wall, vault and cupola of San Marco’s
Basilica and at its brilliant gold altarpiece studded richly with
silver, enamel and jewels. It was intensified, too, the next
morning, by the Tiepolos and Veroneses and Tintorettos from
floor to ceiling in every chamber of the ducal palace and later
by the further assault on Bellinis, Giorgiones and Titians at the
Accademia. Here, lagging behind me, Marguerite paused before
the concentration of madonnas, saints, pietas and virgins,
tracing lines and configurations, studying and commenting on
attitudes of grace, agony and beatitude as, with mere summary
casualness, even levity, she had done before the El Grocos and
Titians at the Prado. “To look at you,” | had said then, ecstatic
after that first wild and sleepless night in Madrid, “one would
think the artist used you as his model in portraying all this
beatitude and beauty”. She had laughed then, sunnily as always,
with a captivating peal. She had rummaged elastic fingers
through my hair, blown deliciously into my face and said, “Go
on, you, you smooth-tongued flatterer, you". | remembered the
scent again as, walking through the luxurious high-ceilinged
rooms of the Accademia, the seemingly endless suffusion of
figures, landscapes and prodigal colour battered the senses to
madness.

When we left, Marguerite locked her fingers into mine and
said, “Some precious material in there. It could drive any art
student insane”.

A little later, as we ate on the terrace of a cafe looking out
upon San Marco's Square crowded with Venetians and tourists,
with a small orchestra playing jovial ltalian melodies nearby,
Marguerite, gazing up at the twin columns at the entrance to
the Piezetta, said, “This place does strange things to you. Its
history . . . its . . . its religiosity . . "

If something of the historic air of Venice impinged upon
Marguerite, it struck me too in a way additional and unforeseen.
We had one day remaining to us in Venice. We were then to
fly on to Florence, then Rome, then Athens. Though much in
Venice was inevitably to be left unseen — we did, however, [0
our satisfaction capture the city’s unigue flavour — our itinerary
did include as a final venture a visit to the Scuola di San Rocco,
the repository of a goldmine of Tintorettos. Whatever time then
remained to us was to be spent in unhurried browsing, in buying
souvenirs, in writing home. Settling into bed at the end of our
crowded second day, as | waited for Marguerite to loosen her
hair, | was studying more closely our map of Venice when, along
its upper border, in unimpressive print, two names caught my
eye. Had | been prepared, had | known my history more
proficiently, the presence of a Ghetto Vecchio and a Ghetto
Nuovo in Venice would have scarcely caused surprise. Nor would
| have delayed so long before embarking on what was in a sense
a pilgrimage to an historic shrine.

The pigeons were scarcely awake the next morning, our last,
before, downing a hurried breakfast, Marguerite and | headed
northward, clattering through narrow streets and over bridges
through parts where houses became starker, more closely-set,
more drab, despotic and grimy. We passed pale tradesmen,
shopkeepers and porters on their way to work, chlldre_n sklppmg
or dawdling in their setting out for school, dark plalted-halrefi
women with straw baskets chattering rapidly at the tops of their
voices. I

“I'd never considered the idea of a ghetto in a place like
this,” Marguerite said. )

“Nor did 1" | answered, “to my shame, nor did I

The ghetto was a cobbled square, silent and austere,
enclosed by tall narrow unkept edifices with their rectangular
and arched white-rimmed windows looking like so many cavities
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in the tarnished facades. In the courtyard stood two wells and
a water-pump between them. A solitary cat licked its paws in
a doorway. Near the wells, the air was heavy with the rankness
of stale fish and | could taste a saltiness which | guessed came
through the arm’s-breadth alleys entering the square at irregular
places. Marguerite, bending over, played inquisitively with the
handle of the pump. Her bright red coat and blue scarf gave
to the courtyard its only animation of colour. With the sun not
yet risen or, in any case, still barred from entry by the high
slanted rooftops, greyness and torpor consumed the space. |
walked around the perimeter of the ghetto, looking at doors,
at doorposts, seeking a hint, through a familiar name, a
mezuzah, a Hebrew character, of the continued presence of a
Jew there. And signs | found and suddenly quickened | beckoned
Marguerite over to see as well. Overriding a double door of oak
was a stone arch lettered with Hebrew script, its yielded surface
eroded to reveal coarse greyness. Within was a synagogue and
museum. | looked for a bell, a knocker. Having come this far,
not to visit such a shrine was an offence against reason, taste,
sensibility. | banged on the door, received no response, banged
again.
Marguerite laid a hand on my arm.
“I'm afraid you'll only rouse the ghosts.”

She drew my attention to a notice in Italian which we
deciphered as best we could as indicating that the synagogue
was closed pending renovations following recent internal
damage.

“A thousand Venetian churches open and its only
synagogue has to be closed,” | said, piqued.

Marguerite, having moved some distance away, looked at
me with a wry ironic expression. “I hate to tell you this, Reuben,”
she said. Beckoning me with a finger, she pointed towards
another doorway. “But | think that’s two of them.”

And indeed there was another synagogue but, to my
chagrin, it too was closed as was a little corner glass-blower’s
shop in which, to my astonishment, delight and, ultimately,
fury, stood row upon row of glass figurines in the display window,
figurines | couldn’t lay my hands on, figurines of spectacled
rabbis with long coats and long beards, of Jewish husbands
and wives, and entire scenes depicting marriages under
canopies, circumcisions, Sabbath benedictions, the festivals
Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles and finally scenes of
communal prayer before an Ark.

“How quaint!” Marguerite said. “How picturesque and old-
worldly!”

They were quaint, they were old-worldly, but with cutting
acuteness, they burred into my awareness the resurgent
recognition, repressed till then, that they were a part of me
or of my past or, if not of my own experienced past, then that
of my parents, my grandparents and of their ancestors who had
carried forward a tradition, already so ageless, that with me
had become diluted and withered and as good as lapsed. |
wanted then to linger on in the ghetto to recapture, restore,
the breaths of the generations that had slowly stifled here
incarcerated in rankness and prohibition but, looking around
once more from the corner at the impoverishment of the square
in this city of excess, | gritted my teeth at the flooding sensation
that the ghetto and | were somehow as one in waste and
dispossession until, turning to Marguerite, | grasped her hand,
drew her forward, wholly to her uncomprehending
bewilderment, and led her from the place over stone and bridge
and canal saying as she had done the day before, “This
place . . . this place does strange things to you".

I had escaped the ghetto but its aura of starkness clung
even as with Marguerite | wandered, scarcely heeding, through
the interior of the Sarola di San Rocco. The columns, friezes
the marble and the profusion of Tinterettos on wall and cei.liné
crushed with their colour and massiveness and representations.
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ourists, scores of them shuffling along the hall
mogam; the rooms, | could scarcely'b_reatije. | was out
of place, oppressed by the force of a dark religion ridden through
with superstition, fable, mysticisn"n and fancy while Marguerite,
her complexion pale against the high-toned redness of her coat,
progressed slowly from canvas to canvas pausing befon_a F?Ch
as if she could not have her ﬁll_of.annunuatlons, nativities,
baptisms, last suppers and crucifixions. .

On our way out, Marguerite walked slowly, pensively. She
looked about. She seemed bewildered, remote, somehow, for
the first time since | had known her, l_JnreachabIe. Her cheeks
were set harder; her lips, normally moist and healthy, were dry;
her eyebrows were puckered. She hesitated, then pointed at
the Church of the Frari opposite the chola. It was a large
domineering Gothic structure and the guide-book _rgferred to
two magnificent altarpieces and to the works of Titian to be
found there.

“Before we go back to the hotel, Reuben” Marguerite said.
“One last fling. | just want to flit in and out to satisfy my
curiosity.” _

Biting my tongue, | followed her, stood with her before the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, stood with her too before the
Virgin of the Pesaro family and before Bellini's calm Madonna
in the sacristy.

“The beauty of it all, Reuben,” she murmured, her gaze
elevated, high, steady, “the sanctity. Those faces, those angels,
those people . ..

Barely outside again, as we walked across the square in
front of the church, Marguerite came to a stop.

“My scarf, Reuben,” she said, tapping her shoulders, her
neck. “Did you see it?"”

| looked about.
Marguerite lay a hand on my arm.

“Wait for me here. I'm going back inside. | may have
dropped it there.”

She hurried back towards the church,
this way and that as two elderly Italian wom
blocked the doorway. .

In the square | waited, gazed at the murky green water of
the stagnant canal, took deep liberating breaths even of its
acridity and welcomed the softness of the mellowing mornin
sun. People, both worshippers and tourists, entered and left
the church. Two men with arms straddling each other's
shoulders sang a ditty, then laughed. A mother called after her
straggling toddler. A gondolier in sailor’s jumper and straw hat
hurried by.

| waited, then stopped waiting. Marguerite was taking an
unduly long time. | walked towards the church entrance, became
aware as | had not been before of polish and of some vaguer
mustiness of aging cedarwood and camphor, The Steps of those

almost ran, stepped
en in black, entering,

In the second year of the war a decree from the Minist.—y
of Communication, the N.C.PS., placed all railway employees
under military rule. The director of the gravel-producing factory
Dolinkowski, was promoted to the rank of army commander
and given the power to punish his subordinates with up to five
days” detention in the watch-house. The highly-placed officials
of the factory sighed with silent relief, as this new status assyreq
them exemption from being drafted into

the army, For them
the factory became the front. After the announcement of the
10
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who had gathered there echoed in the vaults, whispers
reverberated in a hum. And above the altarpieces with their
opulent Titians burned numerous candles in golden candelabra
and all about there beat once more that turbulence of.colour,
heaviness and excess that constricted my breath with distaste.

And then | saw her and nearly cried out, nearly let voncg
shatter the quiet of that hallowed sanctum. The lost scarf ha
been a ploy, | saw, and felt in my suddenly-tingling quwenngt
flesh the bite of resentment at the deception. But! could nal
sustain it. She was too beautiful, too pure, magnificent as
saw her kneeling, praying before the Virgin Mary, her fingf’-lrs
clasped, her chin raised, her eyes, normally so alive and mobile,
now uplifted, still, reverential, The light from the candelabra
fell on her face, her lips flickered, her shoulders were drawn
forward. It may have been a trick of the light but her cheel;f.
her hands, her hair bore the colour, contour and texture of the
countless Madonnas before which we had stood. | wanted to
reach out to her then, to touch, to hold, but, an intruder upon
that which could only have been called her soul, | backed out
to wait again in the square before the church, aware, acutely,

desperately, achingly, as on fleeing the ghetto, of my own inner
dismal poverty.

When, finally, she emerged, tripping down from the_ghadm;
of the portals into the light, Marguerite was all mobility an

familiarity again, Seeing me, she hurried forward, waved her
scarf and called oyt, | found it

Then she paused.

“But Reub

” — ) t,
en,” she said, “you look so serious. | can coun
| swear, at |

east two wrinkles on your brow!”
| reached out,

: took her willing hands, then touched her
immaculate smoot

hness,

“I hope,” | said, “l hope that we are still one when we are
nothing else byt wrinkles”

She laughed, Openly. Deliciously.
“My, you are Cryptic,” she said.

_ She tossed her head. Her hair rose and fell, catching the
light. | saw her runnin

5 her
: S sprightly towards the Prado, saw

POSe against the Eiffel Tower saw her, self-assured and happY:

accept my ring while beside s Arthur and Mary Corcoran stoo

mute and grim anq Mother we lew her nose. Abové
us, flimsy Wisps of ol pt and blew

oud m ck of pigeons
ﬂuttere_d by, the air in the streg:se gnﬂmt tl?:eﬂc%nals was salty
and misty and cog|. And as we crossed the Rialto Bridge O
the way back to oy hotel, | held Marguerite's hand, clung
It with all the firmpesg of desperate need feeling beneath MY
feet the textur_e of feathers, of crystal, of straw. all that was earlier
atr?trt'Ieeand solidity became so quickiy uncertain, precarious an

Moshe Ajzenbud

. i i g
PPeared in army uniform with gleamin
uttons angd fred epaulets, .

The Ural SPring comes slow| i o

o, ORI y and hesitantly to loose
!r?g“;g:ﬁ c?ft *\]»vmtgr. Gradpally it erodes the heaps ‘éf ha’d'paCk?as
v el e thlck_. White mantle covering the mountain SIOP s
e s |?]t0 flowing streams. By the month of May, perhap®
OW has gone ang the frozen earth begins to yield-

The money that Michael earned at the factory disappeared
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more rapidly than the winter snows. Even before spring brought
some relief from the bitter cold to the Ural inhabitants, he found
himself once more without any wearable ‘lapties, the peasant
shoes made from twisted bark. Even worse, his debts had
skyrocketed during the winter months. The daily climb to work
over sharp, spiky stones had cost him many pairs of lapties,
for which his meagre earnings could not pay, so he had to have
them on credit. When the paymaster added up all the
deductions, seven roubles for each pair that Michael had worn
out during the winter, it became obvious that he was broke.
He knew then that his bare feet were the only footwear that
he could afford, that would not wear out so quickly. While the
morning frosts still coated the puddles with thin ice, Michael’s
only comfort was the hope that it would get warmer during
the day.

So he ran around barefoot, with only tattered pants and
a dirty fufaika to cover his shivering body. He often thought
that the only difference between himself and a penniless beggar
was that, as a mobilized worker on a railway quarry, he had
a requisite daily quota of work to accomplish.

One cold, grey morning when Michael was climbing the
hills to work, he met the foreman, Suzanov, standing beside
the path with pen and paper in hand, issuing instructions to
all the passing workers.

“Today,” he said to Michael, “you will work with me. A big
goods train has arrived and there are many wagons o be
loaded.” He put a mark beside Michael’s name.

Standing beside the platform, Michael had to heave the
stones into the wagons. In his stomach he felt the turbulent
signals of nagging hunger. Suzanov stood over him, screaming.

“Come on! Move faster! You are not a turtle, work faster.
Faster, you bastard!” ;

Michael forced his aching muscles to follow Suzanovs
orders, but despite all his efforts he found it impossible to
achieve the speed demanded by the foreman. To make matters
worse, there was a sudden fierce downpour of rain, as if an
enormous barrel had been unplugged under pressure. Soaked
to the bone, his misery was complete. His cotton stuffed clothes,
absorbed the water like a sponge and became so heavy that
lifting every stone required immense effort and his maovements
slackened.

“You work too slowly, like a saboteur, you rotten bastard!”
shrieked Suzanov, who was protected from the weather by a
long raincoat and a hat. The foreman moved from one goods
carriage to another, cursing loudly as he urged on the wet, tired
workers.

The next day, when Michael was on his way to the canteen
for his evening meal of tepid, watery soup, he was stopped by
the babushka Natasha, who informed him that the director
wanted to see him in his office.

Dolinkowski was seated in a soft leather armchair, looking
at some papers, when Michael entered the warm office.

Without raising his eyes from the papers, Dolinkowski
spoke. “Sit down. | need you.”

It took some time for him to finish whatever he was reading,
then he pulled out a document and, in a flat official voice I|k<>i
a judge delivering sentence, he said, “The worker Michae
Lvovich, by his deliberately slow work, has delayed by lhll'n[
minutes the loading of a goods train destined for the meta

foundry.

“As we are in a war situation, | sentence you to five day's"
military detention for deliberately hindering the war effort.

He followed this with a list of instructions.

“Obtain a doctor’s certificate about your physical condition.
You must be fit to serve the five days.

“If you want to eat, take along your bread-ration-card.
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“You should catch the early train to Chusovaya and report
to the railway’s military detention guard.”

When he had finished speaking, Dolinkowski pushed a
rolled-up paper into Michael’s hand and gestured him to the
door.

Qutside, Michael stood still for a second or two and tried
to make up his mind whether he should be glad of the five
days away from work, or not. What was not at all clear to him
was how he, alone, had managed to delay the train and hinder
the war effort! However, there was no time to ponder on it, he
had to hurry to the doctor.

The old doctor put on his glasses with an air of importance,
looked at Michael without much interest and quickly rubber-
stemped his verdict on the certificate — ‘Healthy".

Early the following morning Michael was on the electric
train to Chusovaya. In his pocket were his sentence-papers and
his bread-ration-card. He carried all his possessions in a small
bag — three baked potatoes and a few kernels of salt in a twist
of newspaper. On his feet was a pair of ripped lapties. He was
on his way to serve sentence for his ‘crime’.

The train was crowded, and even before it had time to glide
into the dark, foggy station at Chusovaya, the opened doors
were crammed with people jostling to get off as quickly as
possible. There were peasant women with worn shawls round
their shoulders, war invalids in short lambskin jackets, some
on crutches, others with missing limbs, and old peasants cursing
everyone in their way. They were loaded with bags of potatoes
and tobacco, or large baskets containing squealing pigs. Tempers
and voices were rising. Everyone wanted to get out at the same
time and no-one took the slightest notice of the signs warning
against opening the doors while the train was still in motion.
Their one desire was to be out and away to the market.

Once on the semi-dark platform, their experienced eyes
searched quickly round for the green hats of the railway militia,
even though they all had an excuse for their marketeering:

“l am a peasant war widow, supporting my children by
selling my goods.”

“Can’t you see, | am a war invalid who lost a leg fighting
for you?”

Even so, they knew from long experience of dealing with
the law that their excuses would not be enough to save them
from the greedy hands of the militia men, who liked to
rummage through every bag, every bundle. Therefore they kept
the precious ‘sprawka’, the permit for selling their wares, with
its official seals and signatures, folded carefully in a safe place
but easy to produce in a hurry if required.

This time no militia men were sighted, so the relieved
travellers dispersed quickly in all directions. The station became
silent again, except for the occasional tap of a mechanic’s testing
hammer.

Michael stood alone on the platform and looked around
forlornly for the guard’s office.

The chief of the railway militia guard took Michael’s papers.
He checked the doctor’s certificate and took away Michael's belt,
then passed him over to a woman guard wearing a uniform
and with a rifle over her shoulder. He gave a short order.

“Put him where he belongs.”

The woman guard marched Michael off in front of her and,
not taking her eyes off him, she gave orders from behind.

“March straight forward! Turn to the left! Don't slow down!”

The people hurrying by did not even notice. They were too
accustomed to the sight of people being marched along under
armed guard to waste a glance of pity or contempt in Michael’s
direction.

The cell which was to be Michael’'s home for the next five
days had a barred window, a table and chair, a bunk chained
to the wall and a spy hole in the door.
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Outside the door, the guard read out the regulations of the
watch-house:

i i ill be take
" .m. Time to rise. The mattress wi
and t:lé e;blamk must be pushed against the wall.

*Kipiatok, boiled water and bread oyt
o Sb?e.::?i-rgtri?nkf:rtdﬁ?:gtpaid for from your own mopey_
o yourz m. Lunch in the canteen, out of your bread-ration.-
card3a;nd p;;aia for from your own money.
4. 4 p.m. Ten minutes’ walk. You are
5. 8 p.m. ‘Kipiatok’ i
6. 10 p.m. You will get the mattress back. It is time to
g0 to sleep.”

After she had finished reading, the gyarg locked
of the cell and went to her post,

i » Michael sat down and huddled into his fufaiks.
He p%?wﬁlﬁe[ﬁgd head in his hands and began to doze.

“Sleep during the day is forbidden!” The sudden angry

ch brought him sharply back to consciousness, He went
fgﬁfe barred window but all he could see

was a grey Wooden

hausted and his stomach was empty. Qut of
E"CZ'J;G r::;asb:;an to whistle. !m_mediq'tely he heard of the
gﬂgerd call out, “Whistling is forbidden!

Wit nothing else to do, he sat down and fixeg
on the eight bars criss-crossing the cell wing
work out how long a spider would take to we
one of the squares, to entangle the fly which
against the window in a futile search for
It was odd, he thought, that he too was rapped, byt

few words on a piece of paper, less tangible and resilient than
a ewbweb vet just as inescapable. Moreover, when 3 fly becomes
aco led in a web it wriggles and fights o free itself, Whereas
enlf;n% been indifferent and had accepted his fate. Not even
he i of a protest had come from him_ He Was unable
th? D:n one independent thought. The moment he haq entereqd
:geoée“ he had lost his intellectual self.

ing slowly intg h
felt the cold of the cell creeping s
Th rrJilz scurvy wounds on his legs became ynh,
Heesprang to his feet and started to knock fr
door, screaming, “Get me a doctor!

ard, who had appeared quickiy enough before with
h ‘-'T?sgfgrbidden!" orders, took a long tlmg to hear Michael's

ﬁr ts. He had almost given up hope of setling any el when
]sat:um-the afternoon, the guard came to take him tg 4 clinic
to see a doctor.

through the city aggravated the sharp paing i,
hi |Th: '\rvt?ékmud on the footpath_oozed through his rags ang
tolfne]%p;ties. His feet plodded painfully over the cold, damp

n away

permitted to smoke,

the door

his gaze
ow. He tried to
ave a cobweb i,
was now beating
freedom,

is bones,
earably painfy|’
antically on the

ground.

inic the guard left him alone in a rq
soantE?rfec:he doctor came in, S;ht; looked
before she had even glanced at his fe
a Westef"‘?gi was soft and, to Michael, full of tenderness, 14
Fe{o",ﬁ’e the mention of Wegterner. brou‘ght back g him
gentle lit second the vision of his mother, his home, making
f°_r a spl' much more acutely how alone he was in hjs Misery,
him fee SOhad affected him so unexpectedy that he yaq s
Her volceof breaking down and crying. No-one haq Spoken g
the verge h a way for a very long time. It was like 4 hEaIing
i ml;sl':rf ing immediate relief to a Sick person,
balm._ I:’aj left the doctor’s surgery with his legs bandaged
and r.:h.:certiﬂcate stating that he was to have complete regy or
ive days.
e nixtt fer::nings a worker was brought into Mi
handt; :'ere dirty and greasy with machine ojj. |
several days since his face had had an
razor.

12

Om and afte,
at Michae
et, she askeq, *

chael’s cell. Hig

t was apparently
Y contact witp, Soap or
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“Have you got a smoke?”

“No”

“How many days?”

“Five”

“I also have fi
be served without
the factory as ysy
am brought here,

He then went
a hole in the chim
matches,

: “ come in
“Bastards!"” he complained to Michael. “When |

il k in the
here they take away everything and only give it bac
morning when | leaye.”

He rolled a Cigarette
the hole in th

is to
ve,” he explained, “but my ser;(tquc?jay 3
interruption of my work. | WOfaf[el’ el
al, but instead of gmhng"home
This is my third night. il
to the wall, removed a small cover,a rr:!f\jf o
Ney, and took out a bit of tobacco

into
and exhaled the smoke carefully |
e chimney,

in, “she will soon
“You d,” he continyed to explain, “she
come in with the m

ke she
altresses and if she detects any smo
cause hell, Yoy k

rd an
oW women! She'll bring the head gua
then there'|| pe trouble”

e, then
A second Cigarette wag given to Michael to -Sm?ﬁas ack
the hole in the chimney was Covered and everything

in order again,

taken
It was stil| very dark outside when the mattress \;a:le was
ichaels cell.mate the next morning a"[he whole
- Michael wag left to his bunk for Medical
f(i:ve :iays hanks to 5 kind doctor from the Chusovaya
entre,

t
ide the neX
When Michael wag allowed his ten minutes outside t

day, he ang two gj

n
:Je woode
; girls from an adjacent cell sat on a wide

ench in front of the Suardhouse,

-ty fading
orarmed their bodes jr the glow of the rap'dll‘:nfchi"g
sunset. On the OPposite bench sat the guard, ma youns
sunflower Seeds ang laughing with her companion, unable
blond map, ichael logkeq 4t the guard with Surpns%ed that
to believe his ®Cause he had previpusly deci n ang
under_neath € 8rey uniform Was, not a woman but a’ng wi
old witch, Noy, here she was, relaxed and laughing, ﬂ'rt,l,voman'

€ Young map, +13ving like any normal young credible
He was fascinateq IS transformation, It seemed in pletely
10 him that there cqyy) exist in the same uniform two cOm
different People,

ardy
He coylg not free himself from this new image of thehgil:n

N one of ifls smuggled over a book for ne Was
read, Books Were strictly forbidden ang possession of 0

a punishap)e offence, sant
' Hours later, lying on his bunk in the cold cell, the ple3
aughter of the gyarg lingered in his ears.

understan

a2 Translaled from

f the
i " e Care ©
Commissar) by Ll::, Viddish bogy “Gelebt Unter Kratn™ (“In the

Letter to YQVgeny Yevtushenko
For Justine. aged threp
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rf
Margaret Diesendo

as Instening to yoyr Poem “Bap Yar"
whgﬁ””-leas Sp?'ke.n Y your friend Alan Bates,
but, uy Sma 8irl walkeq into the room
Dres..sin er lively sy » Stood Quietly,
in fear: t e a"o"." b A8ainst my breast
over the n, Passing 4 tiny finger
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PRECONFERENCE

Over a year of work was fast coming to fruition. In a few
short weeks the world’s first conference of Shochtim would be
held in Toronto, Canada. David Tzippori sat in the midst of the
conference centre, a cup of black coffee in his hand. It was
Thursday afternoon and he had just received a telex from sixty
Israeli Shochtim cancelling their registration. The reason? Who
knows? This was the first group out of fifty. At least five hundred
others would still come he hoped. David took the cup between
his hands. Another problem, he thought. It's just another
problem. After all the aggravation and headaches of the past
twelve months didn’t he have the capacity to overcome just one
more problem?

He thought for a moment of that phone call to Israel mlw
months ago to his friend, Shochet Silberstein, when they pked
about having the world’s Shochtim get together for discussions
and lectures on matters of common interest. After all, argued
Silberstein, didn't Rabbis have their conferences, and teachers.
Why not Shochtim?

Tzippori agreed, a conference could discuss cqnditions of
employment, training, isolate problem areas, provide a forum
for better co-operation and solidarity. Their discussion led
Tzippori to give it some serious consideration. Yes it was a
worthwhile idea, yes as far as he knew it had never been done
before, yes there were enough around the world that could come
and a good agenda could be established. He set about
organizing it with a vigour that belied his years and with a will
to overcome, with Hashem's help, any obstacles.

The first reaction was always amusement. Airlines, hotel
proprietors, Jewish organizations, synagogue officials were q;:
highly amused when David first introduced the idea. Who wi
do the catering, they all wanted to know and who wdl_gwe a
Hechsher for the meat? And if things get a bit heated will they
be at each others throats? And who will decide the seating at
the head table? _ ;

David quietly accepted these jibes and the jests an
concentrated on the idea. He wrote letters, made cont_actS.
established a dedicated committee, gained respect for the idea.
Eventually things began to hum. Silberstein got things moving
from Israel, a few American Rabbis lent their names as Patror}j
and a list of potential speakers and topics was drawn up. lz\aw
relied upon his administrative skills gained in the American rrn;n‘{
and whilst the difficulties were many indeed, he saw tha
Hashem was backing him. A vague idea began to acquire a
tangible reality. .

David finished his cup of coffee, walked to IEI g
administrative office at the rear of the conference hall and dialle
Silberstein in Israel. Yo

“Shalom David, what’s news this morning?

“Shalom Yaakov, well | have my first cancellation, f‘:?fty Ag
Shochtim from Jerusalem, what's going on Yaakov: |

“Yes, it’s nothing serious. They've had a change of schedule
TR but what if someone starts a

= i ious you say, but what 1
bad Ir\.ﬂyﬂf‘ Sifrcoulr}’obe another political obstac-le.H\@fg
remember what happened wherl Shochet Weinberg in ai

ublished his article against us. ‘
" “Don’t worry David,” replied Silberstein “Hashem is clearly
with us, I've got a few ways of countering any rumours.

“OK Yaakov, let me know what happens. Skhzlom.

David poured a second cup of coffee a'l:ld picked up a copy
of the Toronfto Star. “Prime Minister Resigns read the headlines.
Well, at least he wasn't alone with problems. The phone rang

loudly.

uda

Melbourne Chronicle

Chaim Frenkel

“Tzippori” David said anxiously thinking it was his wife.
She was going to ring immediately she heard from their son
in New York. Their grandchild was having a serious operation
that morning.

“Mr Tzippori,” asked a man with a heavy French accent.
“My name is Pierre Vermont, I'm interested in your forthcoming
conference. | represent three hundred slaughterers here in
Montreal, we believe our attendance at your conference will be
beneficial for future submissions to managers whom we have
been pressing for improved safety standards.”

“That’s all | need,” thought David."Goyim to come to a
conference of Shochtim.”

David tactfully explained the exclusiveness of the conference
and promised to forward a subsequent report.

Following his conversation with Vermont he rang his
Montreal agent Phillip Masels.

“What sort of a Public Relations effort are you running
there?” demanded David. “We want Shochtim not goyishe
butchers.”

David finished his cup of coffee and in the midst of talking
with Masels poured himself a third from a giant thermos flask
on his desk. Masels had some further news that upset David.
One of the main speakers had taken ill and he was unable to
find a replacement. David picked up a summary of topics and
speakers and glanced at the list.

“Sherman could do it, we’ve got him on the second week.
I’ll ring him this afernoon.”

“Thanks David” responded Masels. “By the way, how's your
grandson?”

“Haven’t heard anything yet,” replied David.
“OK, be well, I'll let you know tomorrow about Sherman.”

The third cup of coffee was downed. David looked at his
watch. His desk was a pile of letters, memos and files. Was
it all worth it? he wondered. But then he had heard organizing
a conference of Rabbis was far worse. Besides, he was trying
something new. All beginnings were hard he reminded himself.

He picked up a Tehillim and flipped the page to the current
Hebrew date. It was a daily routine which brought him closer
to Hashem. The words came out quickly, he knew this passage
well. He thought of his grandson, of turning sixty next month,
of retirement in Israel after a lifetime in Canada, of the final
redemption after a long golus.

THE OLD IMAGES

Connie Barber

What image will convey

the depth and breadth, the time space
on a new living.

Some cling to bread and wine,

the creation of land, sea, air;

outdated now

to inheritors of tainted earth,

rivers spoilt by our wasting,

air still with some benefit of trees.
Their new images are

in the close air of lifts,

the dull hum of conference rooms,

in the computer screen, the miraculous chip,
the power of broken earth,

They would cut the forests,

dam rivers, drown the inland

to find the new kingdom.
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BOOK REVIEW

Must Jews Be Weak To Be Good?

In the Land of Israel. By Amos Oz. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1n250e Sixth Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101. 1983. 272 pages.
$12.95.

The Fate of The Jews: A People Torn Between Israeli Power and
Jewish Ethics. By Roberta Strauss Feuerlicht. Times Books, 3
Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 1983. 324 pages. $18.05.

Reviewed by Mark Friedman.

These very different books both offer definitions, or perhaps
visions, of Judaism and exhort their Jewish readers to live up
to them. These visions emerged at the turn of the century and
have largely lost their followings and vibrancy in recent years.

In the Land of Israel relates the experience of 0z, a
kibbutznik and a leader of Peace Now, and his encounters with
the diverse people and visions of the State of Israel. Oz listens
to and argues with ultra-Orthodox Jews, Arabs from Ramallah
and East Jerusalem, rabid nationalists, a Roman Catholic priest,
West Bank settlers, Sephardim, a child of the Second Aiiyah.,

The core of the book is the two chapters “An Argument
of Life and Death A and B” in which Oz argues with the leaders
of the Gush Emunim settlement Ofra in Samaria. While these
settlers share certain tendencies with the ultra-Orthodox, they
do not receive the same somewhat contemptuous treatment
from Oz, as they present the most serious challenge to him.
In many respects they have taken over the mantle of classical
Zionism — creating facts, attachment to the land, the myth
of the pioneer pushing the frontiers of Israel over outward, and
indeed even the messianic spirit inherent in Zionism. Th Speak
of absolute Jewish values, deriving from the Bible and purged
of Western relativism. In his only chapter-length monologue
Oz responds that Zionism and Judaism are essentially pluralistic
and not absolute, and that Israel must not withdraw into itself
but must live with the nations of the world. He argues for the

object-lesson
Manfred Jurgensen

i trace the aim of your design

with new-found patience and respect
for all the meanings that define themselves,
as their own truths reflect

the nature of life's mystery.

in you i touch the sacred heart,

the absence that evaded me

in my part’s reckless counterpart.
how to describe you, how to name
an object that proclaims the law

all beings are one and the same —
the thing itself exists in awe

of matter. it is created

as one innumerable part

to which all parts are related

as wholly as a work of art;

the beauty of a measured rule,

the splendour of its craftsmanship,
the use of a discovered tool,

the missing word within my grip —

(for lolo houbein)

14 Melbourne Chronicle

“ideal of an open, creative society, progressive and just”, against
the ecstasies of military victory and statehood, against the
“moral autism” which he sees as pervading lsrael.

Morality is the essence of Judaism for Roberta Strauss
Feuerlicht in The Fate of the Jews. She argues that moral law
and the prophetic concept of a perfect world are the main Jewish
contributions to civilization, and thus as a Jew is less moral,
so is he less Jewish. Feuerlicht’s reference to the Jewish socialists
of the old Lower East Side as * _ . the most idealistic and selfless
generation of Jews in 4000 years” is the only positive note in
what is an otherwise vituperative harangue against Jewish
establishments from King David on. She has written a selective
history which highlights Jewish separateness, intolerance,
enmity, racism, conservatism, oppression, self-centeredness, and

self-righteousness, This negativism overwhelms the message
— and the reader.

A theme co

mmon to bo i icht writes
that . . . Jews th books is power. Feuerlicht

Were not good because they were Jewish but
With the e ", and so for her pgwefo'zs
1 e ethical ism. ror UZ
powerlessness i - nature of Judaism

to and argue with him a

3 nd
book, while Feuerlicht arous
purpose,
Mark Friedman i :
Congress, N:: qum? Irector of Cultyra) Affairs of the World Jewish

Reprinted frg
Council.

With other views presented in his
es a defensiveness that defeats her

™ Jewish Book World with permission from JWB Jewish Book
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