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Editorial
The Golden

“l am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands,
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions, fed with the
same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by
the same winter and summer as a Christian? If you prick us,
do we not bleed? If you poison us, do we not die?”

However unsympathetic is the portrayal by Shakespeare of
Shylock, these words could not fail to ignite compassion in the
soul of any thinking person for the plight of the Merchant. They
highlight, too, the eternal struggle the Jew has in a hostile world
of conveying to his neighbours his desire for the right to co-
exist in freedom and with dignity. That this right has been
denied too often in the past, and is still denied in many parts
of the globe, is clearly an indication that a tolerant world, free
from racism and prejudice, is as yet an ideal.

Jews, of course, are not the only victims of persecution.
Within the boundaries of this lucky country exists, at present,
a point of view prevalent among too many which would have
us believe that the Asian immigrants fleeing from their strife-
ridden homes have few, or no rights — no right to come here
in the first place in numbers that would help to alleviate their
problem and not create one here; or, if a misguided government
allows them this privilege, then no right to be considered equal,
and to live among us in the community.

Among those who propound this corrupt philosophy are
men of intellectual standing and political influence. They cannot
be excused their views, as perhaps could the man in the street,
on grounds of ignorance, for they are educated and respected
men, who wield power in their fields of endeavour and know
enough of the destructive history of prejudice to be condemned
for their stance.

As Jews, we have an obligation. We are obliged to be
compassionate to this latest wave of migrants and oppose those
who would try to sway us in another direction. In the 1950’s
— a mere milisecond ago on our clock of history — we suffered
the slings and arrows of the narrow-minded people who said:
‘Don’t let them in. This country doesn’t need Jews!

We were not frightened then to stand up and cry: ‘Anti-
Semitism!” And especially since the establishment of the State
of Israel, we have not been too timorous to respond to Australian
or overseas manifestations of anti-Jewish activity: vocally,
effectively and with some pride. So should we respond to this
latest wave of racism. We should not allow it to go unprotested,
for racism and prejudice are qualities in mankind that must
be fought and vanquished.

But as with so many other controversial issues, so with
this one does the contemplative mind come up against a conflict
that is a double-edged sword. For if we are to do away with
racism, we have first to look to ourselves and examine our own
innermost feelings on the subject.

A respected Melbourne solicitor, relating some of his

Rule Revisited

Yvonne Fein

childhood experiences in Carlton in the '30’s and ’40’s, spoke
to me once of the isolation most Jews felt at that time. They
seemed to be cut off, not only from the rest of the world’s Jewry
in this ‘desert at the end of the world, but cut off also from
their non-Jewish host society. They were victims of anti-Semitism
at school and at university, and, he said, they responded with
an ‘anti-Gentilism’ that was just as fervent, just as virulent as
the phenomenon they were attempting to combat. In fact, the
Jewish attitude helped exacerbate the problem; for when two
opposing factions replace dialogue with blind, uncommunicative
hatred, no solution is possible. Only more disharmony can
result.

| realise that there are those who would say: “You can’t argue
with Nazis. They wanted to hate and kill, and they did. However
tolerant we might have tried to be of the National Socialist
position, we would nevertheless have died. We did die.

There can be no argument that satisfactorily copes with
that proposition. But we must realise that this is not Germany.
It is not 1933 and Australians are not, nor have they ever been
Nazis. Nor are we dealing with people akin to the P.L.O. We
must emerge from our insularity, from our fearful position of
‘hating them because they are sure to hate us. We must learn
to extend to others the tolerance we demand they extend to us.

And still, the issue does not conclude there. The two-edged
sword of which | write seems to have a blade embedded in
its hilt as well. For not only do we turn our prejudices outward
towards the ‘Goyim, but we turn them inward upon our own
people, too. In the first half of this century, the conflict between
the established Anglo-Jewish families and the newly arrived,
bearded, accented, Polish and Russian settlers was intense.
There still exists today a discernible rift between those who
arrived here before the War and took on an Australianised way
of life, and those who came afterward and clung to their
European traditions with a tenacity that spoke volumes for their
feelings of loss and loneliness.

The Polish Jews express antagonism toward the Hungarian
Jews, with this latter group returning the sentiment vigorously.
And there are a multitude of prejudices arising from regional
differences which existed in Eastern Europe before the War, and
which today can have no real significance in Jewish life. These
still find expression whenever a large number of Jews from
different backgrounds meets. In Israel, Sephardi and Ashkenazi
Jews are at loggerheads, as if they did not have enough hostility
to contend with from the surrounding countries.

Well may we condemn prejudice. Well may we see anti-
Semitism lurking in the branches of every second gum tree;
but until we can eradicate the scourge of racism from the ebb
and flow of our own thoughts and souls, do we have a right
to point a condemnatory finger at those who are merely,
perhaps, taking their moral example from us?
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“THE GREAT IMMIGRATION DEBATE”
By Barry Cohen, M.P.

Edited text of speech delivered by the Hon. Barry Cohen, M.P. Minister for Home Affairs and Environment.

The issue before us tonight is of vital importance. It
transcends party politics and the demarcation of, ministerial
portfolios, as it is about how we, as Australians, treat one
another and more particularly, how we treat human beings who
want to come and live here. The issue is migration.

Early this year, a speech by Professor Geoffrey Blainey, the
distinguished Australian historian, started a debate that has
the potential to open deep divisions within Australian society.
| believe that politicians in particular have a moral responsibility
to ensure that Australia has a non-racist immigration policy
which is acceptable to all thinking Australians.

I am conscious that by discussing this issue publicly, | may
stimulate the kind of divisiveness of which | am so fearful.
Therefore | enter the debate in the hope that through reason
and logic, as well as through an understanding of facts, the
true picture of Australia’s immigration policy will be clearly
understood by Australians.

Three people have contributed to building this issue into
a major one. They are Professor Geoffrey Blainey, with his
speech in Warrnambool in March of this year, Michael
Hodgman, the Liberal shadow spokesman for immigration of
the Liberal/National Party Coalition, and Andrew Peacock, the
leader of the Opposition, though recognising the bigotry and
racism of the Hodgman’s statements, failed to disown him. Mr
Peacock, in fact, jumped on and off the bigot's bandwaggon
as he attempted to curry favour with the racists while still
retaining his phoney self image as a “Left Wing Liberal”.

In order to discuss the matter in a proper context, | propose
to outline briefly the history of Australia’s Immigration Policy.

| am sure most of you are familiar with how the infamous
“White Australia” policy evolved. The influx of Chinese to the
goldfields, followed by their employment in the shipping industry
and the furniture trades led to strong opposition from white
Australian workers. When Queensland canegrowers started to
employ Kanaka labour taken from the South Pacific Islands,
the unions became imbued with the idea that only Europeans
should be allowed to settle in Australia. In the period between
federation and the end of World War Il, that policy remained
strongly supported within Australia and virtually unchallenged
from outside it. By the 1921 census, Australians of non-British
European birth numbered 1.3% of the population. During the
1920s, Australia absorbed some 300,000 migrants almost all
of whom were of British or Irish stock. With the onset of the
Depression, immigration virtually ceased.

It was not until just prior to the outbreak of World War I,
and largely as a result of Australia’s involvement at the Evian
Conference in France that looked at the problems of political
refugees caused by Nazi Germany, that Australia agreed to a
significant influx of immigrants.

This was a very important landmark in the formation of
Australia’s immigration policies. It marked a departure from the
previous policy of encouraging migration of people of British
stock.

In December 1938, the then Minister for the Interior, Mr
(later Sir John) McEwen, announced that Australia would take
15,000 political refugees from Germany and Austria during the
following three years. The outbreak of World War Il restricted
the intake to 7000, the majority of whom were Jewish.

The news that Australia was suddenly going to receive
15,000 new arrivals, mostly Jews, was not greeted with warm
enthusiasm by the Australian people. It is very revealing to read
the “Hansard” speeches, newspaper and magazine reports of

the time. | might add that many of the existing Jewish
community, who had blended into Australian society over the
previous century and a half so successfully that they were barely
distinguishable from the rest of the Australian community, were
not exactly ecstatic about the sudden appearance of thousands
of their co-religionists with thick foreign accents, different life
styles and customs, and to be concentrated in one or two areas
of Sydney and Melbourne. They feared, with some justification,
that it would disturb their own peaceful co-existence and
assimilation into mainstream Australian society. Many Jews
opposed the idea of large scale Jewish immigration.

European immigration in large numbers started after World
War Il. While the official records show that there was
overwhelming support for the policy introduced by the Labor
Government in the community, at personal level there was
considerable animosity.

Refugees or “Reffos”, as they were described, became the
cause of all of society’s ills. Terms such as “dagos, wogs and
yids” were commonplace although officially the term was “new
Australians™

Any minor economic downturn was blamed on the new
arrivals. Those that were successful were accused of all kinds
of shady practices including that of “working too hard and living
on the smell of an oily rag”. Any increase in crime was attributed
to the bad habits the newcomers had brought with them and
when a crime of violence occurred, the ethnic origin of the
attacker was always emblazoned across the headlines. As well
as causing unemployment, crime and indulging in “unAustralian
practices” generally, their greatest crime was that they were
different; and Australians were decidedly uncomfortable with
those who were different.

It is too easy to forget the attitudes that prevailed in the
fifties as the Greeks, Italians, Yugoslavs, Hungarians and others,
threatened our comfortably insular way of life.

| might mention that when | joined the Australian Labor
Party in 1964, it was part of Labor mythology that the reason
for Labor not winning an election since 1949 was that “new
Australians” didn’t vote Labor. Few Labor Party people had
noticed that the very areas where the migrants settled, the
decaying inner suburbs of the major capital cities, were still
the strongest Labor seats in Australia and remain so to this day.

Although there was resentment to new arrivals in the
working class areas into which they moved, there was little
attempt by anyone to build up active opposition to the foreigners.
This was largely due to the unequalled prosperity of that period
and the fact that the migrant programme had been an initiative
of the Chifley Labor Government. Arthur Calwell, the Leader
of the ALP from 1958 to 1967, had been the architect of the
immigration program, which aimed at bringing to Australia
people who were white and European.

By the late fifties and the early sixties, the new political
issues were the decolonisation of the Third World, racism, civil
liberties and human rights. With the United States under attack
for its treatment of America’s blacks, and South Africa
increasingly isolated because of its apartheid policy, Australia’s
politicians became aware of their own less than impressive
record on Aborigines and on the exclusive nature of the
immigration programme.

In 1966 Harold Holt quietly announced an end to the
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“White Australia Policy”. The announcement was so low key
that it could almost have slipped through unnoticed.

It said:

“No annual quota is contemplated. The number of people
entering, though limited relative to our total population will be
somewhat greater than previously, but will be controlled by the
careful assessment of the individual’s qualification and the basic
aim of preserving a homogenous population will be maintained.
The changes of course, are not intended to meet general labour
shortages or to permit the large scale admission of workers
from Asia, but the widening of eligibility will help to fill some
of Australia’s special needs”.

Almost unobtrusively, the “White Australia” Policy that had
given Australia a reputation internationally high on the racist
stakes had come to an end. It was one of the reasons for the
formation of the Australian Labor Party and the first plank in
its platform. For the middleclass also, it was equally an article
of faith. Yet here it was going without even a whimper of protest.
Why?

First of all for the middle class, represented by the Liberal-
National Party Government, which, at that time had been in
power for 17 years, felt it was simply, “bad for business”.

Australia was moving away from its traditional trading
partners in Europe and the UK, particularly with Great Britain’s
entry into the European economic community. Our new trading
partners were Japan and China alongside our other South East
Asian neighbours. It had become increasingly embarrassing for
businessmen attempting to make both business and social
contacts to explain to Asians that they liked their money but
not the colour of their skin.

Secondly, in international forums, Australia was linked with
the increasingly unpopular South African regime, as one of the
last bastions of white supremacy. As more and more of the
Third World countries gained their independence, their numbers
increased, and, in such organisations in the United Nations,
the balance of power shifted. The emerging countries of Africa
and Asia hated racism, in particular the “White Supremacy”
type of racism that had typified colonial regimes.

Finally, Australia was heavily involved in the Vietnam War.
It was equally difficult for the Liberal-National Coalition
Government to explain to Australians why it was right for young
Australian boys to die in a far off country that few Australians
could locate on a map, in order to save the local inhabitants
from Communism and yet not permit any of them to live in
our country.

Although it was the Holt Liberal Country Party Government
which abolished the “White Australia” Policy, the Labor
Opposition could take much of the credit for it. Without Labor’s
support it could not have been abolished and the Liberals knew
it.

Arthur “two wongs don’t make a white” Calwell was then
the leader of a dispirited, demoralised party still suffering the
effects of the “the split” and undergoing a rather intense battle
over its ambivalent attitude towards Australia’s involvement in
the Vietnam War.

Arthur, ageing and bitter about the attempts to displace
him as leader by the young, talented Gough Whitlam, was facing
almost certain defeat at the forthcoming elections at the end
of 1966.

Arthur Calwell and the Australian Labor Party needed an
issue to divert attention from the mess they were in. It would
have been easy for the Labor Party to decide that it was not
the time to break the great tradition of “White Australia”.
Remember the ALP was a quite different party from what it
is today. Arthur Calwell was far from unique. The majority of
members shared similar attitudes. But there were enough like
Gough Whitlam and Les Johnson who hated the party’s racist
history and who had been working hard to change the party’s

attitude on immigration and Aborigines. If the Liberals moved,
Labor would move with them.

Labor resisted the temptation to take the heat off
themselves over the Vietnam debate and to turn it to the
question of non white immigration. That they did not do so
at a time when political opportunism might have turned defeat
into victory at the polls is a credit to both their courage and
their decency. Had they not abandoned racism, | would not
be a member of the party today. The question of prejudice and
racism is so important to me that | would be unable to remain
a member of a party which tolerated such attitudes.

So it was that an unpleasant chapter in Australia’s race
relations passed almost unnoticed into history. However, it would
be quite misleading to suggest that Australia suddenly opened
its doors to non-European migrants.

Officially, the policy of exclusion on the grounds of colour
was ended, but at an administrative level there was still
considerable caution exercised. Those who wanted the White
Australia Policy buried for all time, were conscious that there
would be plenty waiting for the right occasion to revive it. The
fringe lunatic groups such as the League of Rights and the
Miniscule Nazi Parties were quickly off the mark in condemning
the change but fortunately few listened to them, especially in
times of great prosperity.

The administrators of the immigration policy ensured that
numbers of non-Europeans were relatively small and that the
new arrivals were able to assimilate easily into Australian society.

Asians, primarily Chinese and Indians, were favoured over
Africans. The Fraser Government, to its credit, encouraged the
migration of many thousands of people of mixed racial
background, those officially designated as ‘coloured’ by the
South African Government. These appeared in the immigration
statistics as ‘South Africans’.

The majority of Australians assumed that all arrivals from
South Africa were white, if they thought about it at all.

That was the situation until 1977, when the refugees from
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia started to arrive in Australia.

| disagree with almost everything Malcolm Fraser has done
politically. | shall never forgive him for what he did in 1975.
Nevertheless, he deserves praise for his attitudes on three issues:
towards Israel, Southern Africa and migration, particularly by
refugees.

In the late 70’s, Fraser recognised that Australia had a
responsibility to take a very substantial share of the Indo-Chinese
refugees. It was one thing to allow a few thousand carefully
selected non-European immigrants to Australia during the
previous decade. It was quite another to accept around 15,000
people per annum from one part of Asia whose skills and
economic capacity to integrate varied from one end of the scale
to the other. From doctors and professors to unskilled peasants
they arrived, some illegally on the boats, the majority legally
through the normal refugee program. Let us also not forget
that none of the South East Asian countries including Japan,
took in any of these refugees for permanent residence.

Those of us who had watched with satisfaction, the success
of the non-racist policy since Harold Holt’s announcement in
1966, held our breath as the newspaper and TV headlines
highlighted this sudden influx of new immigrants. If ever there
was potential for a resurgence of the old White Australian
attitude it must have been during the period, particularly when
the “boat people” started arriving in the North of Australia.
All the old shibboleths and racist slogans were trotted out plus
a few new ones as well.

| am sure | don’t have to detail all the nonsense stories
about exatic diseases, millionaire Cci--nels with their gold bricks
etc, etc. You have all heard them.

It was amazing that despite the headlines and the stories
it did not become a political issue. It did not do so because
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of the attitude of the Australian Labor Party. There were quite
a few people in the Unions and in the party who were concerned
about what was happening and a few who, given a bit of
encouragement, would have made it a major political issue.

However, the wise men leading the Labor Party at the time,
in particular Mick Young who was Labor’s Shadow Minister for
Immigration, recognised the potential for the return of deep
division in Australian Society, if the Labor Party exploited this
issue. All the old fears about “the invasion from the North”
and “the yellow peril” would be opened up again, and all the
progress Australia had made towards accepting people of
different coloured skin would have been lost.

Let me remind you that in 1977 and 1978 the Labor Party
was once again suffering politically as it had in 1966. Our stocks
were low and we had just suffered our worst defeat in history.

That the party’s leadership did not throw principles aside
for political expediency is a tribute to its decency and courage.
In the six years that followed a total of 131,093 refugees arrived
from South East Asia.

TOTAL FAMILY/ REFUGEES OTHERS

MIGRATION
1978-79 20,214 417 12,064 3979
1979-80 23,183 4451 15,254 3478
1980-81 24,914 5276 15,767 3871
1981-82 26,528 6,752 14,557 5219
1982-83 24,486 6,928 12,758 4,800
1983-84 (Dec.) 73 4,587 5452 1,734

That it was able to be achieved peaceably was due largely
to the attitude taken by the leadership of the Labor Party, under
Bill Hayden and his shadow cabinet, along with the co-operation
of the Trade Union movement. During that period there were
three elections 1977 — 1980 — 1983. At any one of those
elections the opportunity existed for Labor to exploit the situation
and perhaps to gain hundreds and thousands of votes. | am
delighted to say that it was never even considered. | can speak
with authority as during three of those years 1977 to 1980
| was in the shadow cabinet.

Now we come to the quite different attitude taken by the
Liberal-National Party.

Professor Blainey claims that his position has been
misrepresented and that he is not a racist. He refers to his
previous advocacy of abandoning the White Australia Policy and
his membership of the Australia China Council as evidence of
his bona fides. He says he was merely questioning Australia’s
immigration policies. This is legitimate and he maintains the
attacks on him are an attempt to muzzle academic and
intellectual discourse.

| have some questions for Professor Blainey: Why did he
choose March 1984 suddenly to launch an attack on the
government over its immigration policies? As | have pointed
out earlier, between 1977 and 1983 a total of some 90,000
Asians came to Australia yet, to the best of my knowledge,
Geoffrey Blainey said nothing about it, at least in public.

Secondly, why attack the present Government? The most
superficial investigation would have revealed that the time
needed to process an immigration application is, on average,
approximately 6 to 9 months. That should indicate that
immigrants who arrived up until the end of 1983 were primarily
those who applied and were accepted under the previous
administration. '

Any change of policy by the present Government that would
significantly change the ethnic mix of migrants could not start
to come into effect until early in 1984. Yet, Professor Blainey
in March of this year was accusing the Labor Government of
bringing about the “Asianisation” of Australia. What that means,
whether it is happening or indeed whether it should happen
is a matter of legitimate debate. One thing is perfectly clear
so far, however, namely what had occurred in migrant intakes

by the end of 1983 had nothing to do with actions taken by
the Hawke Government.

The intakes of migrants into Australia at the end of 1983
were brought about by the non-Labor Governments of the post
war period — primarily, Holt, Gorton, McMahon and Fraser,
particularly the latter. It was these administrations which were
responsible, rightly | believe, for the immigration of the 90,000
Asian refugees.

Have there been any changes since Labor came to office?
Yes, there have. The immigration mix changes almost every year.
It changes because conditions change both at home and
abroad. When the economy is good and Australia needs labour,
the policy has been to encourage migrants from all over the
world, both skilled and unskilled. When the economy is not
so good, or bad, as it has been in recent years, we discourage
immigration, particularly of unskilled migrants, and concentrate
on only those skills that are in demand.

Whatever the economic situation, Australia has never
shirked its responsibilities regarding refugees. In recent years,
they have been from Indo-China and the Middle East, mainly
Lebanon. After the assassination of President Allende of Chile
in 1973, we took considerable numbers of Chilean refugees.
At other times it has been Czechs and Hungarians and so on.
Refugees come from the areas of strife.

The re-unification of families is another important category
and the quantity of migrants in this area naturally follows on
from the immediate flow of migrants in other areas. In other
words, if today we were to accept let’s say, thousands of Eskimo
refugees you can be assured that a year or two down the track
there would be a flow-on in applications for family reunions.
When the Eskimo refugees stopped coming, then shortly
afterwards there would be a diminution in the number of Eskimo
family reunion applications. This does not mean that we could
describe what was happening as the “Eskimization” of Australia.
Family reunions have nothing to do with economic conditions.

Only a handful of people have analysed the figures. Those
that have, the journalists of the major newspapers and
academics, have stated over and over again that what is
occurring is simply a statistical blip caused by the immigration
pattern that evolved under the Fraser Administration.

| will, however, provide some figures to indicate the

questioning nature of this debate, as carried out by Mr
Hodgman.

ASIA EUROPE UK & EIRE
1980-81 22.47 18.40 28.40
1981-82 22.40 21.00 32.70
1982-83 26.37 21.20 29.30
1983-84 2-YEAR 33.20 16.80 28.90

What this shows is that in the six months from July to December
1983, the number of Asian migrants as a percentage of the
total of all migrants rose from 26.3 to 33.2 — approximately
7%. Remember that | pointed out that most of these would
have been processed while the previous government was in
power. On the basis of a 7% increase, is it worthwhile running
the risk of reopening old sores which are best left alone?

What is so fundamentally dishonest about Hodgman'’s
position is that in real numbers, some 12,000 migrants, they
are less than on each of the previous three years. On the
assumption that the same number came in for the second half
of the financial year, that would be a total of 23,546 Asian
migrants for the year 1983-84. The total of Asian migrants for
each of the previous three years were:

1980-81 24,914
1981-82 26,528
1982-83 24,486

What increase are we talking about, in real terms? Professor
Blainey and Mr Hodgman know full well that on coming to
office, the Labor Government reduced the overall immigration
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level because of unemployment caused by the economic
mismanagement of the Fraser Government. We also reduced
the total number of refugees and simply maintained a
reasonable level of family reunions of immediate, not extended
families.

If every time the mix of the racial composition of migrant

intake varies the government of the day is going to be subjected
to vilification because of a few percentage points increase from
one national or racial group over another, then we are in a sorry
state.

There is no magic formula for finding the “right” racial mix.

Quo Vadis Israel

Quo vadis literally means “where are you going?” The tone
is neutral here, but “it is the tone that makes the music”. “Quo
vadis” could be read inquisitorially: “Just where do you think
you are going?!” Some of our brethren — prodded by the
intellectually and morally bankrupt western media — seem
inclined to ask Israel that question in that tone of voice. On
the other hand, it COULD ALSO be read like the lyrics of that
famous postwar tango “Wuahin soll iach gayn?” (where can
| g0?), a plaintive question, asked in sorrow, not in anger. That
is the tone | have here in mind.

There is more than one question to be asked, all of them
linked, AND “curly”, as we would say. Where CAN Israel go
politically, for instance? Economically? Militarily? Culturally? The
topic is a vast one; | shall therefore be eclectic and pick and
choose those aspects that are to me most relevant.

One of the most startling contemporary phenomena of
Israel is the advent of Rabbi Meir Kahane, an American-born
Jewish hothead, who has been arrested and domiciled in Israeli
jails more often than | have been to Israel, but who has
increased his followers — 5000 voters at the previous Israeli
election — by more than 300%, to more than the 20,000 votes
required to gain one seat in the Knesset. (120 seats)

He has become a boon to the propaganda arm of the Soviet
Union’s proxy fighting apparatus. He has also become an alibi
for the “Shalom Achshav”, the “Peace Now” movement, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of the worldwide Ostrich Movement,
which advocates unilateral disarmament and the consolidation
of the rare microbes instead of human civilisation. We shall
return to Kahane.

The “Peace Now” adherents have swallowed hook line and
sinker — or at least pretended to — the insinuation that Israel
has the choice to make peace but perversely rejects it. To this
end the anti-Israel lobby invented — with the enthusiastic co-
operation of the western media — the fantasy of moderate
Arabs, who seek peace, but are confronted by Israeli
intransigence.

This canard has been floated quite officially — like the
Zionist-racist inanity — by that political spittoon called the United
Nations Assembly.

One day, after the final stage of Israel’s withdrawal from
the Sinai — a withdrawal in which the man purported to be
the great “Zionist imperialist lackey expansionist” Arik Sharon,
enforced the eviction of the Yamit settlers in the Sinai; one day
after that withdrawal which cost $6000 per Jewish Israel soul,
the U.N. assembly passed one of its many mindless
prefabricated resolutions, namely that “Israel is not a peace-
loving country!” “Really?!” One is prompted to ask. “Compared
to whom?”

There ARE moderate Arabs, of course. In fact | suspect they
are the silent majority. Silence dramatically improves their life
expectancy, as they have learned.

What then are the respective records of Israelis and Arabs
as seekers of peace?!

Erwin Frenkel

As early as October 1947 Ben Gurion said: “We must now
strive more than ever before for peace between us and the Arabs,
and more than that, for co-operation between us as equals.”
In March 1948, 2 months before statehood and after several
months of infiltration by Arab armies, the Jewish Agency and
the National Council issued a joint statement expressing “the
readiness of the Jewish State to co-operate with the Arab
neighbours, to fortify world peace and to advance the
development of their countries.”

The Declaration of Independence of May 1948 promised,
inter alia, that the State would “foster the development of the
country for the benefit of all its inhabitants”; it would be based
on “freedom, justice and peace, as envisaged by the prophets
of Israel”; it would “ensure complete equality of social and
political rights to all its inhabitants, irrespective of religion, race
or sex”; it would “guarantee freedom of religion, conscience,
language, education and culture . . . , safeguard the holy places
of all religion, . . . (and) be faithful to the principles of the
charter of the United Nations.”

The Declaration appealed to the Arab inhabitants of Israel
to participate in the up-building of the State on the basis of
full and equal citizenship, and due representation in all its
provisional and permanent institutions”. It is also added: “The
State of Israel is prepared to do its share in a common effort
for the advancement of the entire Middle East”.

A year later in 1949, Ben Gurion, by then Israel’s first Prime
Minister, stated that Israel’s foreign policy would be “founded
on a striving towards a Jewish-Arab covenant”. No effort would
be spared”, he said, “to secure peace with our neighbours, based
on honour and security.” Abba Eban, as Israel’s Ambassador
to the U.N., outlined six possible aspects of an agenda for peace
talks. In 1954, Moshe Sharett, then Prime Minister, told the
Knesset that Israel was prepared to sign a non-aggression pact
as a prelude to a final peace settlement. In July 1955, Ben
Gurion told a U.P. correspondent: “If there is any Egyptian
statesman ready to meet me to consider ways and means to
improve the relations between Israel and the Arab States, | am
ready at any time and at any place. In 1956, Golda Meir, then
Foreign Minister, declared: “Peace is vital for any country, but
for Israel it is of extreme importance . . . Peace and co-operation
between ourselves and the Arab states, will be a blessing not
only for us, but for them too.”

Although Israel convincingly defeated Egypt in 1956 after
getting fed up with repeated terrorist invasions, she continued
the search for peace. Documented instances of this search are
abundant.

It was Menachem Begin, a prominent evil spirit in socialist
voodoo liturgy, who finally rolled out the red carpet for Anwar

Sadat, thus well and truly earning his half of the Nobel Peace
Prize.

By contrast, what is the Arab record in the quest for peace?

To begin with, long before the creation of the State, the
Arabs, prompted by the Grand Mufti, tried to wipe out the
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Jewish Yishuv. They organised pogroms of varying severity in
7-year cycles, and came close to genocidal success in 1929.
| mention this in order to stress the homicidal tendencies of
Arab totalitarian leaders, which are just as remarkable vis-a-vis
their own people, as they are against Israel, and which were
obvious BEFORE there was a Jewish State.

On May 15 1948, the date set for Britain’s departure from
its Mandate, Azzam Pasha, Secretary General of the Arab League
said: “This will be a war of extermination and a monentous
massacre which will be spoken of like the Mongolian massacres
and the Crusades.” On January 9th 1954, King Ibn Saud of
Saudi Arabia showed HIS commitment to mania instead of life,
when he said: “The Arab nations should sacrifice up to 10
million of their 50 million people, if necessary, to wipe out Israel”
— which had a population of 1.5 million at the time. On July
26 1959, President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt was raving:
“I announce from here, on behalf of the United Arab Republic,
that this time we will exterminate Israel.” And in a similar vein,
he confessed on May 27th 1967, after a half-witted or malicious
U Tant had permitted him to dismiss the U.N. baby-sitters in
the Sinai: “Our basic objective will be the destruction of Israel.”
On November 12th 1973, President Muamar Gadaffi of Lybia
ranted: “The battle with Israel must be such, that after it, Israel
will cease to exist.” King Hussein, prominent on the list of
reputed moderates, made this statement on December 1st
1973: “After we perfom our duty in liberating the West Bank
and Jerusalem, our national idea is to liberate ALL the Arab
occupied territories.” He was to vent similar sentiments on July
11th, 1980.

Radio Damascus meanwhile, on December 22nd 1976,
pointed out that “the Arabs will not only demand the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, but ALL of the land “conquered since
1948”, which of course means Israel as a whole. On January
21st 1981, Crown Prince Fahd (now King Fahd) of Saudi Arabia
pledged: “We shall not rest until our usurped land is liberated
and until the Palestinian people return with dignity and pride
to their independent state, with Jerusalem as its capital.”

As recently as January 28 1984, the Iraqi Mlinister of
Communications, Abdal-Rah a [IAsadi, stated that “The

existence of the state of Israel . . . constitutes a cancer in the
Arab body, and everything the Zionist entity does is clearly
destructive to the Arab nation . . . Israel’s war against us is a

war of culture”

While Gaddafi, March 3 1984 said: “The next battle will
be to expel it (the Zionist enemy) . . . and to liberate Palestine,
from the river (Jordan) to the sea. We must destroy the Zionist
state . . . that which is named Israel must be destroyed”.

Moshe Dayan, in his memoirs, recalls that he went home
after the 1967 war to wait at the telephone, for a call from
the Arabs to start peace talks in which the captured territories
would be traded in for peace. The response came in August
1967, when the Arab leaders having met in Khartoum, in the
Sudan, issued a communique that was scarcely ambiguous:

“Kings and presidents have agreed to unified efforts at
international and diplomatic levels to eliminate the
consequences of aggression, and to assure the withdrawal of
the aggressor forces of Israel from the Arab lands, BUT WITHIN
THE LIMITS TO WHICH THE ARAB STATES ARE COMMITTED:
NO PEACE WITH ISRAEL, NO NEGOTIATIONS WITH ISRAEL,
NO RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, AND MAINTENANCE OF THE
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN THEIR NATION”
“rights” which had been ignored up to 1967, not by the Israelis,
but by the Arabs.

31 years after the birth of Israel only one of the Arab States,
Egypt, had signed — on March 26th 1979 — a peace treaty,
immensely profitable to Egypt and excruciatingly costly to Israel.
In May 17 1983, Lebanon signed not a peace agreement but
“an agreement terminating the state of war”, but was forced
by Syria to repudiate even that.

The Arab record as peace-seekers, then, is not very
impressive.

Yet even those of us who ARE immune to the systematic
onslaught on language and truth, which has marred the last
15 years, feel a bit ill at ease with the Kahane phenomenon,
although we recognise he is the end product of years of western
hypocrisy, ambivalence, and duplicity, of unrelenting genocidal
pressure by the Arabs, and betrayal by the international labour
organisation, of which Israel was one of the foundation
members. Kahane’s party won one seat in the Knesset, and
this is not a significant result in a democracy committed to
proportional representation. It does not even counterbalance
the other end of the political spectrum, which has provided
TWO rejectionist Knesset members, both communists, one
Jewish and one Arab. The two clowns — along with their
soulmates of the N’turei Karta — believe Israel to be the
illegitimate child of imperialist pagans, a divine typing error
as it were. So one could look on the Kach party as just a bit
of an inflamation, brought about by constant irritation, or as
a partial political counterweight, perhaps long overdue.

The point is, of course, that the shift of the public mood
has not been towards extremism in general, but towards one
special kind of extreme parochialism. Here again, one must
beware of the minefield laid by the western media. One must
distinguish between what the man says and does, and the
fascist monster image of him that the media are so anxious
to project. There are 2 questions to be asked about him:

1) How monstrous is he by our own standards?

2) How monstrous is his posture compared to that of the
Arabs?

What he says and does is clearly in conflict with the tenor
of Declaration of Independence. It is in conflict, too, with the
Biblical injunction that we were strangers in the land of Egypt.
And it is of course in conflict with our traditional self-image
of tolerance. That is why it took so long for this kind of response
to consistent provocation to emerge. We have a “this and that”
philosophy. ‘Nothing human is foreign’ we say. The Arabs, by
contrast incline to the view that “nothing foreign is human”.
Thus Meir Kahane’s ideas, as projected by the western media.
SEEM more Arabic than Jewish, but are they really? What IS
the man saying?

What he is saying is this: “Enough is enough!!! | am fed
up to the back teeth with the murderers and hypocrites; | am
fed up with the pretence that the Arabs want peace with Israel,
and therefore it is merely a run-of-the-mill problem to find a
mode of co-existence. The Arabs want neither peace nor Israel.
They just have no respect for human life. They murder each
other with gay abandon, to the extent that the majority of Arabs
killed since 1948 were killed by other Arabs, some of these
because they wanted to make peace with Israel. The Arabs set
out, systematically, to kill Jews in mandated Palestine long
BEFORE there WAS a state and they almost succeeded. It is
they and not we who have defined our conflicts of interest as
a “you or I” fight to the end. It was they who have said till
now, that we have no right to exist. If we each argue that one
of us has no right to exist, you cannot expect me to say it is
| who has no such right. Rather is it natural for me to say in
that situation, that YOU have no right. Nonethelss, | am not
saying that. | say rather that, since we cannot live together in
peace, YOU must leave. WE absorbed our brethren from Arab
countries where they were oppressed, and dispossessed; and
we did this even though we were grindingly poor at the time.
YOU on the other hand are rich both in land and money. There
are 135 million of you more than 40 to every one lIsraeli.
Moreover, you have 50 times as much land per capita. If you
€0 to another Arab counrty you are: not culturally displaced,
and you have many options. There are many Arab countries.
There is only one Jewish one. If WE had to leave we would have
nowhere to go. | say therefore that it is not we who are squatting

6 Melbourne Chronicle ® Novemnber/December 1984



on your land. You are squatting on ours, and we can and will
remedy that situation. Unlike your Arab Muslim brethren who
would simply kill you, were they in our boots — as the Turks
did with the Armenians, as Assad did with 20,000 dissenters
in Hama, and as Iraquis and Iranians have been doing with
each other day in day out for the last 2 years — we shall not
do that. Instead we shall just expel you, and pay you
compensation.”

In spite of the man’s immense anger, he does not opt out
of our cultural norms altogether. He asks you to consider what
would be likely to happen if the situation were reversed. He
says: “We shall talk your language, the only one you understand;
we don’t want any Arabs here in our country, just as you do
not want any Jews in yours. My constituency has grown more
dramatically than any one else’s because | am prepared to call
a spade a spade. | have the courage to say what many people
think but dare not say.”

Unlike the N’turei Karta, Kahane is NOT a nut. He is just
very angry. He wants to give the Arabs a dose of their own
medicine. In kindergartens, it is a practice to discourage the

newly-arrived biters by biting them back, so that they may
understand what it feels like to be bitten and learn that the
consequences of biting is to be bitten in return.

Many years ago, there used to be Arab raiders out of
Kalkilya. They crossed the Jordanian border at night and cut
Jewish throats. The Israelis were wringing their hands in despair.
Arik Sharon, using the kindergarten approach, held that there
was only one way to stop it. He was proved right. It required
only one revolting retaliation‘ in kind to stop it for good.

Quo vadis Israel? Frankly | am not worried about Israel’s
moral future. The Kahan commission, which humbled a
national hero for his failure to foresee and to forestall a revenge
pogrom, shows that Israel’s morality is in much better shape
than that of her critics.

| would challenge anyone to name one country that ever
did or even could conduct such a trial. Remember the “slap
on the wrist” given to actual proven Nazi mass-murderers?!

It is not Israel’s morality which needs a fix, but her economy,
but that is a long and unedifying topic.

THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN

‘... spontaneous as water/you will not flourish . .. "’

One sees certain things, meets various people, says various
things, hears certain things said to him. One hears tales,
understands them a certain way; is born to a certain father,
of a certain mother. One has experiences, understands there
are other experiences one never has. One has certain biases,
allegiances; a certain history. In an uncertain manner, one
moulds, from all this, a certain life.

This is how | feel; | haven’t controlled my destiny as others
seem to. Perhaps | merely was cursed with notions of greatness.
Deeper, that | saw those notions as something to understand
rather than become. Perhaps | have derailed my intended
destiny by seeking some other one. Perhaps | have undone
a great deal through my own hidden choosing and must
measure my doings in those, inverted, forms. For, as | say,
one understands that there is much that one has failed to
undergo, lending the impression that one has never lived.

Now my father is a great, inadequate, man. His greatness
is not his own and his adequacy is overtested by some other’s
measures. His father also was a great inadequate man. | sup-
pose that in the face of greatness we are all inadequate, but,
given our inadequacy, somehow do maintain a dignity that is
praiseworthy. | did not know my grandfather well, for | grew
up in another village, my father having run far from home before
| was born. The first time | met my grandfather was virtually
the day my father and my uncle buried him. My uncle, too,
I didn’t know, though for a time his name filled those very
nights in which we almost did not dare to sleep. We met him
shortly before our grandfather’s death, just after the night of
my father’s journey. | say we, meaning my brothers and our
mothers and myself. We stood in a line to receive our mythical
uncle. We were a long line for we were ten brothers but | am
the oldest and stood in the middle of the line. | did not trem-
ble; | was too taken by this, the most impressive man | have
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met. He, my uncle, my father’s twin, seemed all things my
father was not. He was taller than the scattered datepalms that
lined the track, wider than the stones that lodged under the
cliff’s edge, of a color like the red stone that sometimes streaks
the canyon walls. And, unlike my father whose color is golden
and skin is smooth, my uncle was hairy like a ram. And unlike
my father, my uncle’s feelings were close to the surface. He
could not contain several emotions at once; one did not sense
that his eyes stared out from a deep cave through several
masks, rather, he was like a young child, a boy | would like
to have been allowed to be, hating and loving, who laughs
and cries quickly and forgets, and is not possessed by some
ancient guiding mission. A child like water bubbling out of a
spring, who is free to react openly to all he comes to and weigh
nothing in the balance. And as my uncle stood briefly before
me, radiant, glowing like the sun before its dive behind the
far ridges, | grew, despite myself, stonefaced, motionless, my
uncle’s passing brilliance dissolving in my eyes. And | looked
out on the eternal dust and dull permanence of the world sealing
myself against the sudden waters of my uncle’s flashing smile.
And when | feel emptiness, even now, | think of these long
unechoing valleys and | yearn for the fullness, that like my
uncle, appears in a flash flood of joy and tears or rain and is
gone. For as my uncle went, bounding like a giant gazelle down
the strange and silent line of our faces, | hardly dared to look
back, and when my father refused his invitation that we all
travel together, putting my uncle off for his own sake, saying
we would only exasperate his explosive pace, | knew | would
never see my uncle again.

Of course | did see him, briefly, when they buried my grand-
father but then my uncle was shrouded in darkness and wept,
as my father did not. But my father is not that way; his ap-
pearance doesn’t change. Whatever he felt was buried like the
glowing fish that never rise from the sea floor. Were my uncle
and my father really twins? That is what is said and father has
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never denied it although he will not discuss it . And their father,
was he really nearly silent most of his life? He is said to have
seen something as a youth, unknown and unaswerable, leav-
ing him such a strange radiance that when our grandmother,
his wife-to-be, first saw him, she fainted and fell, bruised, from
her mount. | myself once asked my father if he loved grand-
father and for a time as a motionless bird moved across the
open air, he didn’t answer. He said finally, ““he is my father;
he did what he had to do, as do |.”” And much was clear: |
was really asking, ““father, do you love me?”’ That | was afraid
to ask him out right; that he still afswered me, that he does
what he must, that it is not love but necessity that decides
our relationship. And this is when | first felt my ancient emp-
tiness and wished hardest for my uncle. | would have rather
my father loved me than did whatever he had to do. But | have
said my father is a great man, with a greatness that is not
his own, flying, almost as the bird flies when, unflapping, the
wind is in its wings.

My father never loved my mother and | think that is the
source of my undoing. My father had four wives, two real ones
and two concubines. My mother was his first wife, and she
bore him half his twelve sons. But he loved his beautiful se-
cond wife who bore him his two favourite sons. She died at
the birth of her second, my father’s final, son and he never
recovered from her death. But after she died, my mother re-
mained his only real wife. My father slept with the dead one’s
concubine and not my mother, who had already endured years
of such persecution and had borne him half his sons. And |
thought of my uncle and for once | did not steel myself, did
not stop to weigh balances and hold a kind of interest in my
soul: in that instant | hated my father and | hated my inability
to explode into some action to restore the balance to my
madness as the flood does carrying pieces of the dry valley
to the mouth of the sea; that was his rule and his ability to
retain was my inability to release. And | remembered very well
a day from my childhood, walking through the fields after the
wheat was cut and lay in the threshing blocks, and by luck
finding several roots overturned in the harvesting. These were
herbs that give a woman to bear children and | brought them
to my mother. But her sister, for | should have mentioned that
my father’s second wife was in fact my mother’s sister, she
saw me first and begged for the roots. | said, “they are my
mother’s.” And she spoke to my mother; for the first time
in weeks they spoke as sisters. And both left laughing and |
remember that as the most laughter-full day of my life. With
a chance step, the haphazard kick of a root, | had brought love
back from the sky and my father to our tent. Now upon my
aunt’s death | recalled that the joys were short, that soon she
again occupied my father, that she bore sons and they were
the ones he dwelled over and told stories to, about my uncle
and my grandfather, that | had longed to hear and hear again.
And it was at this unfortunate time that | myself felt great con-
fusion upwelling, for even while | yearned for a new and tiny
childhood, | felt my manhood and was no longer a boy. And
in the cool night the wind ruffled the tents slowly and | enfold-
ed my father’s other concubine and as everyone knows my
father heard and never forgot. | wanted to shock my father
into loving me but had succeeded only in giving his perpetual
distance new justification and he said little but turned toward
my youngest brothers more than ever.

Later, of course, my brother would be hated by all the rest
of us for the singling love my father gave him. It was as though
my father was capable of showing a deep love after all and
through the silent harvest of our growing had simply waited
for the time, until this one came. And when my brothers decid-
ed to kill him it was |, who more than any had cause for such
revenge, who persuaded them merely to desert him; for | in-
tended to rescue him. It was finally a chance to express my
unfocused love for a male kin that had been so long denied,
and it would bring some likely reciprocation from my brother.
| see now that it was again an expression, indirect as always,
of thwarted love for my father, but, as everyone knows, the
plan miscarried and my brother was sold to serve in other lands
where he rose to the heights and is even today our ruler. |
remember that | had begun to accept my father’s love as simply
being beyond my destiny or, if ever a part of my destiny, then
somehow beyond my own shaping, and had resolved, at least,
never to burden my own sons in such a way; to turn my love
to them rather than watch it disintergrate in the desert of my
father’s eyes. Then, at the time of my youngest brother’s risk,
| offered my father the life of my own young sons if | failed
to protect the life of his youngest. My father stared at me for
such an absurdity and | remember his look with shame. |
remember also with exultation, for by the crack in his gaze
| saw that something had broken through, that he perceived
the secret inevitable meaning of this act of mine, and of a hun-
dred others as well, feeling in a glance a shiver of comprehen-
sion of all my acts before he turned away.

Now he is dead but the little charades go on. We have
sent a message to our glorious brother saying that our father
wished he forgive us our former cruelty and | am told the
message made him weep. And | know he weeps at the spec-
tacle of our humiliation and the tenderness of our supplica-
tion, the depths of our repentence, and, also, at our continu-
ing to decieve. And | am indifferent to the plan when it is pro-
posed for it is proposed as something we must do whether
or not we wish to. And | know also that like my father my
brother weeps in private.

But | am more concerned with my father’s burial. We took
him out, all the way along the ancient track back to the old
grave, my great grandfather’s cave, where | had watched him
and my uncle bury my grandfather. | am nearly overwhelmed
by this, the cave assumes diverse powers over my senses
beyond all possible proportion. The whole land’s receeding
valleys hum endlessly inside and recoil without ever filling it,
and though he is not there my uncle’s fears and laughter and
rage and tears drop from the walls. And | bring my sons, the
four of them, close, very close, so they can witness in a mo-
ment a hint of the greatness that belongs to none yet possesses
us all. | will not tell them what to make of it, how could I?
| will let them mold it, each in his own uncertain manner. |
have already learned the pain of their asking about their grand-
father who never once said that he loved me and | keep it with
mine. It seems to me we all grow more and more aloof, despite
ourselves, and this seems to pain our brother, our own very
aloof hated beloved young brother. | understand his pain and
in that he is fortunate for | do not think that he or the others
will ever understand mine.
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ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF JEWISH HUMOUR

William Novak and Moshe Waldoks in their introduction
to the “Big Book of Jewish Humour” wrote that many Jewish
jokes have the twin currents of skepticism and anxiety running
through them, and are pessimistic about the present and the
future.

The characteristics of Jewish Humour in Australia need to
be reviewed. There is some evidence that a new concept may
be evolving, and that the environment, the remoteness, the
vastness, the egalitarian continent, the almost complete lack
of anti-Semitism is tending away from the traditional viewpoint,
and that “Distance lends enchantment to the Jew”

This possible new frontier of Jewish Humour will be
explored and analysed with antipodean Jewish Humour.

When | received the invitation from the organising chairman
to attend the 4th International Congress on Humour in Tel Aviv,
Professor Ziv suggested that | speak about the way Jewish
humour reflects life in Australia.

There are 75,000 Jews in Australia, and a total population
of 15,000,000. Well someone has to buy retail!

Australia is as large as the United States of America, about
3 million square miles, which makes 1 Jew to approximately
every 300 square miles. You would wonder how they can make
a living — of course many of them live in the big cities,
nevertheless the influence of Jewish humour on the Australian
way of life is hardly a ripple. It seemed to me at the time that
| wouldn’t have anything to talk about. Unlike America, Jewish
humour was not part of the Australian scene — so what did
| have to say? | received my answer almost immediately — |
had to make a number of phone calls concerning my visit to
Israel — one to the Foreign Affairs Ministry, and one to Beth
Weizmann — the information centre for all Jewish organisations
and overseas information.

The Foreign Affairs department was very correct, very
courteous. | then rang Beth Weizmann and asked for the
telephone number of the Israel Embassy in Canberra (our
capital) and as a matter of courtesy, or so | thought, | told the
young lady that it was Hyram Davis speaking. There was a slight
pause, and the voice said “Hyram Davis — big deal’!!

*Hyram Davis is a Melbourne actor-writer.

| suddenly realised that the opposite had happened. This
was surely the Australian influence on Jewish humour — the
cutting down of the tall poppies — the deflation of egos. Here
we were at the bottom of the world — or at the top, depends
where you are standing — as far away as it’s possible to get
from our origins, in a free and wonderful new frontier, with space
and air to breathe and minimal anti-Semitism. What has this
to do with the traditional Shtet! humour of our people — the
self denigration, world weary, anxious laughter-through-tears
syndrome?

Sam Levenson, the American humorist, tells the ‘beggar
story’.

Lady to beggar — “Aren’t you ashamed of yourself to stand
here begging in the street like that?

Beggar: So what do you want lady — | should open an
office?”

We have poor people, but no beggars in Australia. We have
never had a pogrom. In 1788, in the first fleet of convicts to
land in Australia, there were 14 Jews. Traditional Story: “As
Captain of this convict ship | am going to see the two Jews,

By Hyram Davis*

Mendel Cohen & Solomon Levy be whipped and beated till
they’re half dead, and then locked up in chains and thrown
into the brig with nothing but bread and water, and then we
are going to shoot them.”

Mendel looks at the captain and kicks him as hard as he
can in the shin, and Solomon turns to him and says, “For God’s
sake Mendel, don’t make trouble!”

Australia is the only community of European people in
which Jews were present from the moment of its establishment.

Our Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, a great friend of the Jewish
People and Israel, when attacked in Parliament in 1981 over
the misrepresentation of his remarks concerning the peace-
keeping forces in the Sinai, showed his great humanity and
commitment to the rights of the State of Israel by burying his
head in his arms and leaving the chamber in tears.

The first Australian-born Governor General, the most highly
appointed office in the land, was Jewish — Sir Isaac Isaacs.
Up till then this position had been filled by Royalty or English
nobles.

| used to do a routine on stage, and it was based on a
true experience, but | really never had a tag or finish. It
concerned a brilliant Jewish student who swept all before him.
His name was Zelman Cowan. Every Jewish boy who grew up
around that era was inevitably compared to him. “Mum can
| go out to play” “Play, you want to play? You think Zelman
Cowan plays, he studies” — “Mum there’s a party tonight”
“Party? you want to be a play boy”.

2

“Mum there’s girls and everything”, “Girls? Zelman Cowan
doesn’t go with girls he studies”, He’s going to be someone”,
“Yeah well I'll tell you mum he’ll burn himself out you see! He
won’t amount to anything. | saw Zelman Cowan years later and
accused him of ruining my teenage sex life! He went on to a
great academic career: Rhodes Scholar, Lecturer, Visiting
professor to the great learning institutions of the world, Vice
Chancellor of the University, and then, in a constitutional crisis
in 1975, the then Governor General of Australia dismissed the
government elected by the people and requested the opposition
party to form a Caretaker Government. The only precedent for
such an action was Mad George Il of England whose other
great feat was losing the Americans. Sir Zelman Cowan was
appointed by the newly elected government to be Governor
General of Australia, and | finally got my tag for Zelman Cowan
routine. “You see Mum | told you he wouldn’t amount to
anything, he’s 61 years of age and he’s still working for the
Government!” Sir Zelman Cowan served his term as Governor
General until 1983 and brought credibility, honour and dignity
to the office.

So in Australia we have all the wonderful heritage of
traditional Jewish humour plus the influence of our surroundings
and environment.

Our nation is sport-mad. You may remember how last year
we wrested the America’s Cup from America, the first time in
the history of the race since 1851 that another country had
won. Australia went wild with excitment. We have a horse race
in my home town called the Melbourne Cup. A holiday is
declared every November and the whole nation comes to a
standstill during the race — Jews call it “Hug Hassussim” —
“The Festival of the Horses”. We play a winter sport called
Australian Rules football. The season culminates in a sort of
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hysteria when the two top teams play off for the Premiership
Cup. This match attracts crowds of 100,000 and more, and
millions watch on TV. There is a team in the competition called
Saint Kilda which happens to be a suburb where a great number
of the Jews in Melbourne live, and naturally they are fanatical
supporters of the St. Kilda team. St. Kilda had never won a
premiership in the history of the game, but in 1966 for the
first time they were playing off for the grand final premiership,
and it fell on Yom Kippur, The day of Atonement. To the
everlasting credit of the Jews in Melpourne they all went to
synagogue, but it was a restless service, people going out more
than usual — whispering. Just after the afternoon service, the
Rabbi rose to give his sermon, looked sternly at the
congregation, adjusted his tallis, and announced that Saint Kilda
had won the premiership from the opposing team (Collingwood)
by one point, and gave the scores.

| dare say it was the first time ever a Saint had been
mentioned on the Bimah.

From the 1920’s until the late 50’s, Australia’s most loved
and funniest comic was Roy Rene or Mo as he was called, a
Jew born in Adelaide who became a cult figure, whose catch
phrases have gone into the everyday language of Australia. He
affected a Jewish make up, came on stage to the tune of, ‘oy
oy oy oy, Muzzletov, and apart from an occasional joke about
noses and eating pork, he never did ethnic jokes. He was
fundamentally a sketch artist and the character he portrayed
was the downtrodden, the loser, but with chutzpah, the
employee never the employer. The familiar character appealed
to the Australian because of its complete lack of respect for
authority, or so it appeared. Actually, his character was
sycophantic, he was master of the leer, the aside. His timing
and technique were impeccable and hilariously funny. Jack
Benny once said he was the funniest man he had ever seen,
yet | doubt that the Australian audiences ever associated Mo
with being Jewish — despite his make-up, his nose gags etc.
But Mo was certainly influenced by his environment. His
character and his humour were Australian to the very essence,
and yet with all that, there was something else that made him
great, an indefinable quality, an aura of pathos in many of his
sketches. | like to think it was the heritage of his people.

When | am performing in Australia with Jewish audiences,
apart from the wonderful traditional jokes, | try to tell or adapt
stories that relate to our environment — Jokes about vast
distances, sport, sunshine, beaches.

Bessie Lieberman went to a Barmitzvah on the moon; when
she returned, her next door neighbour.asked her how she
enjoyed it — “so so” said Bessie.

“So so” her neighbour said — “You went for the first time
ever to a moon Barmitzvah and all you can say is so so — what
was wrong with it?” “No atmosphere” she replied.

We have wonderful Aboriginal names for many of our towns
and cities, melodic and euphonious, and now that air travel
has made our continent more accessible, relations from all over
the world come “to the Simchas”, Uncle Max from America
was proposing the toast in honour of the Barmitzvah.

“My dear Irving | went to Y.A.L.E. and the letters of that
famous name stand for Youth, adversity, learning and endeavour,
and he proceeded to speak for 10 minutes on each of these
virtues. When he sat down 40 minutes later, the Barmitzvah
boy rose to speak. “My dear Uncle Max | just want to say that
I’m pleased that you didn’t go to the Woolongong Institute of
Technology.

Does environment influence the Jewish joke? Jake runs a
Kosher restaurant in our Surfers Paradise beach front. All day
long the customers tell him to turn the air conditioner on —
or turn off. Its too hot or too draughty, Jake, always courteous,
goes behind a partition each time and comes out a few
moments later. An electrical engineer sitting on a table calls
him over and “Jake” he says you are going to ruin that air
conditioner, you can’t keep turning it off and on every 15
minutes. Jake leans down and whispers “who’s got an air
conditioner?”

Does freedom, strength, pride mean that we are less funny,
or funny in a different way? It will be interesting to hear the
Israeli experience on humour. Have the incredible environmental
conditions changed the traditional humour of the Jewish people
in Israel?

Let me conclude by telling you the true story of my gardener
Mordechai. An Australian born young man powerful and strong,
who is a Yeshivah bocher who could and did hold his own,
in many tougher areas. His mixture of Talmudic logic, Yiddish
Chutzpah and Australian put down are hilarious. | have yet to
win any sort of victory. When | tell him that the hedge is cut
crooked he starts off by saying “It says in the Zohar” when he
is offered a cup of tea, tells me I’'m not Kosher enough and
could he have, maybe, a bowl of fruit. God forbid he has to
give me change, | get weeds. And when | ask him when he
is coming back to finish, in true Australian style he says “She’ll
be right mate — don’t panic — see ya.” But just before | came
here, he gave me some money and said | should give it to any
needy person | saw in the street in Israel.

Mordechai to me displays two of the greatest virtues of the
Jewish people — humour, and Tzadakah (charity).

THE JACKALS

The long evening shadows spreading across the labour
camp barracks were undiminished even by the glare of the many
electric lights all over the area. Night spread its wings, like
motherly hands, over all those who were confined by man’s law
behind enclosing walls, and granted them well-deserved rest.

At dawn the camp was framed in silence but here and there
appeared signs of awakening. From the watch-towers came the
lonely, repetitious but ever-vigilant signals of the guards.

Thick, black smoke was now irvading the haze of a greyish-
blue morning sky. Work in the kitchen had begun.

In large kettles, tightly-lidded against the pressure of steam,
the process of changing hard oats into white porridge for the
convicts’ breakfast was in full swing.

The cook, Alexay Akimovich, whom everyone called Ginger
because of his reddish hair, was everywhere at once. The
expression on his face was puzzled. He understood that cooking
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the oats would make them soft and milky, but why waste time
cooking radish leaves, he would like to know? They would never
soften and the hard, needle-like hair on them would scrape the
gums unmercifully.

Strips of dim light showed through the barred windows of
the camp’s most treasured room, the ‘chleborezka’ or bread
distribution room. Inside was the manager, busy with his most
important daily task of working out the amount of bread each
worker would receive, according to his earnings.

Information about the work accomplished by each gang
was reported daily to the office by the gang’s foreman. The
office staff converted the earnings of each worker into a weight
of bread, then the list was sent to the chleborezka manager.
Because the amount of bread allotted to each convict changed
daily, the manager had his list of names on a piece of plywood
and every day , beside every name, he erased one amount and
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wrote in the new one with his red pencil. He checked and
double-checked both lists and only when he was certain no
mistakes had been made, would he give the orders to the bread-
cutters for the division of the bread into individual portions.

The two bread-cutters, Semionovich and Ivanov, were highly
specialised and very experienced in their job. Skilfully they cut
the required weight of bread in one piece but, to appear like
scrupulous weighers, they always found a way to attach another
thin piece of bread to most of the portions, using a small wedge
of wood. When the job of cutting the bread was done, they
gathered together all the bread scraps into a box as food for
the poor old horse which had to pull the heavy load of bread
over the deeply-mudded road.

A few minutes after eight, when the bread for the workers
had been taken away, the area outside the chleborezka became
crowded with invalid prisoners. They came, holding their rations
of bread wrapped in rags, to plead through the window.

“Semionovich, please exchange our portion of bread for
scraps! The teeth, you know, are weak.”

They came every day with this excuse, in the hope that
Semionovich would allow them a few extra grams of bread
scraps, which he often did. He took each portion of bread, put
it on the scales and exchanged it for the same weight of scraps,
adding to it the expected few grams extra. The prisoners went
away content and later would sit for hours on their bunks,
nibbling very slowly from their handful of scraps. But never once
had they been able to quell the hunger which was always with
them.

The kitchen, the ‘stolowa’ (dining hall) and the chleborezka
were the three sacred places in the camp. Through their favour
a few thousand prisoners were kept alive.

At daybreak a tall man wrapped in a ‘fufaika, suddenly
appeared in front of the third barrack, where the convicts who
worked on an outside building project were living. Opening the
door he called out, “Gang time for breakfast!”

The silent barrack was like a dormant volcano ready to
erupt. Hunger had woken the convicts long before and although
it was still dark outside, they were waiting impatiently for the:
call. In seconds the barrack was buzzing like'a beehive. They
were quickly out of their bunks, wrapping rags around their legs
and stuffing them into big “Tze-te-ze’ shoes, made of old pieces
of car tyres nailed together with large hoof-nails.

A few ‘eminent’ thieves were first at the barrel of cold water,
washing the sleep from their eyes and wiping them with the
narrow dirty rag usually worn gallantly around their necks. Not
even they had soap.

Before the tall man had time to call out the other barracks,
half of the camp’s inmates had already gathered outside the
dining-hall. Even though no-one had put a foot inside, it was
known to all that breakfast was not yet ready. Those who were
near the door passed on the news to the rest.

“They are bringing the bread! The kitchen window has been
opened!”

Like all important news, it flashed immediately through the
crowd.

The foreman of the gangs were already inside the hall. They
were negotiating with the manager of the dining-hall, talking
to the cook, signing for the gang’s bread, attending to all the
formalities of a new day.

Malasov, the manager of the dining-hall, stood in the middle
of the hall giving sharp orders like a ship’s captain to his sailors.
The first to receive his command was the janitor at the door.

“The eighteenth!” Malasov called out.

“The eighteenth!” echoed the janitor, and soon the hall
was swarming with convicts of the eighteenth gang. Just behind
them was the foreman carrying a box with the cut portions
of bread which he distributed to his men. A few portions were

left in the bottom of the box. The foreman put some in his
pocket and gave the rest to his helpers.

“These are for Senka, Vitka, Vaska and the ‘Germ”” he told
them. These convicts were the aristocrats of the camp and,
although they were on his work gang’s list because it was the
rule that every convict had to work, these men never went to
work or to eat in the dining-hall with the rest of the inmates.
These aristocrats were famous underworld figures and their
privileges were tolerated by the camp administration.

In no time, all the bread vanished from the tables. Some
prisoners, pinching off -piece by piece, swallowed the bread
quickly. Others wrapped theirs carefully in a dirty rag and put
it in their pockets, to exchange later for tobacco from one of
the ‘free’ workers on the outside project. Back in camp they
measured the tobacco into match-boxes and sold it for money
or bread to invalid inmates who had never been able to work
on jobs outside the camp. Every gang had a few such
speculators who conducted business even in camp.

From the kitchen serving-window, fast-moving girls rushed
big trays of carefully stacked tin bowls of soup to the tables.
All eyes followed them intently and anxiously, waiting for them
to stop at their tables.

“Eighteenth!” one girl shouted.

“Here!” came a quick reply and with the speed of a conveyor
belt the bowls were on the table.

The gangs seated further away from the kitchen window
felt like poor relations at a rich wedding. They waited impatiently
to be served, cursing and swearing at the waitresses for the
delay.

Vasik, from the sixteenth gang, had his own method of
being served with a minimum of delay. With a broad smile on
his face, he approached the serving-window, embraced one
waitress, tickled another’s behind, whispered something funny
into the ear of a third and said to another, “It’s time to marry
you off, Zoya”. Vasik won hearty laughs from all the waitresses
and his method always worked. Soon the sixteenth gang’s table
was covered with bowls of soup and a few extra were
mysteriously added.

Gradually the tables were served and the dining-hall was
filled with the sounds of bowls scraping on tables and the eager
slurp of hungry mouths. No-one noticed the noise; everyone
was preoccupied only with himself.

Unnoticed, a shabby juvenile emerged from behind the
wood-heater, tucked away in a far corner of the hall. Quick as
a cat, he quietly sneaked towards the kitchen window where
bowls of soup were waiting to be collected by the waitresses.
With trembling hands he snatched a bowl and started to gulp
down the soup with greedy haste. A sharp voice echoed like
a hunting cry through the dining-hall.

“Jackals!”

The ‘jackal’, who had managed to swallow only half of the
soup, started running around the hall like a hunted animal. The
hunting dogs in pursuit were the kitchen chef, the janitor, all
the foremen and some of the waitresses.

“You despicable bastard, you parasite, you jackal!” they
were all screaming angrily. When they caught up with him, they
jostled and pushed, knocking him about. Even though he was
sobbing incoherently, he did not let go of the bowl containing
the little that was left of the soup. After a beating, the tearful
jackal was thrown outside, but not for long. Through a back
door he sneaked again into the dining-hall, ready once more
to try his luck from behind the wood-heater. However, his hiding-
place was already taken by another jackal with hungry eyes,
lurking there in wait for his lucky moment when he might be
able to snatch a bow! of soup, that precious soup which, after
all, was only water with a few bitter radish leaves in it . . .

Translated by Lea.
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HALINA BIRENBAUM: ‘HOPE IS THE LAST TO DIF’

Halina Birenbaum has lived in Israel since 1947. She is
married and has two sons. She writes, mainly for the Polish
weekly published in Israel. She often lectures on her war
experiences at schools and is closely connected with the Ghetto
Fighters” House in Kibbutz Beit Lohamei Haghettaot.

Second World War experiences are not of great interest in
a country which has been through so many wars and which
has so many urgent problems. But Halina Birenbaum persists
with her vocation, devotion and trust that the memories from
World War Two should be remembered and seen as a warning
for the future.

She translated the poetry of Wladyslaw Szlengel into Hebrew
and this is how our roads have met. Through an article in
MAARIV, she learned of my interest in Szlengel’s work. As a
result, she sent me her autobiography ‘HOPE IS THE LAST TO
DIE!

‘The number tattooed on my left arm’, she wrote, . . .
— personal evidence from Auschwitz — today attracts
the attention of many people. For some it is an
incomprehensible and strange mark, for others it is a
painful souvenir, while for me it is a kind of certificate
of maturity, from a period in which | experienced life
and the world in their naked forms, a desperate struggle
for a piece of bread, a breath of air and a little space,
from a period in which | learned to distinguish between
truth and falsehood, between manifestations of human
feeling and animal instinct, between goodness, nobility
and evil baseness. | got out of that hell, thanks to the
victory of the Red Army. | was fifteen at the time.

Halina Birenbaum was born in Warsaw. She had just turned
ten when the war started. The house where she lived with her
parents and two elder brothers was destroyed during the siege
of 1939.

‘| could not understand why the misfortune that was
Hitler had come upon us, and what it was he wanted
from us Jews...

This young girl, who couldn’t understand, shared the same
tragic fate as the Warsaw Ghetto inmates. She was spared
nothing. In her book she recalls typhoid fever epidemic, hunger,
forced labour, constant worries, unrest, humiliation and also
the will to preserve normality.

Halina was thirteen when the Germans decided to liquidate
the Ghetto; there were hardly any children left. Thanks to her
mother’s ingenuity or sheer luck, she continued to survive. The
family witnessed the last winter of the Warsaw Ghetto. During
one action, Halina was hidden with three other children inside
a closet in an attic. The children were placed on shelves.

‘| tried not to breathe at all. The children above us —
one was four, the other six — urinated. The urine ran
down my head and face... | was shivering with terror
lest one of the children involuntarily betrayed our hiding
place. If they burst into tears, or coughed.

Halina survived this ordeal and later moved into a bunker
which she shared with a continubusly growing number of people
on the run. They were desperate, hungry and lived in complete
darkness. Above them, fighting was going on — the beginning
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. The situation was crucial. Helina
recalls:

“..in the midst of this suffering, there grew a solidarity.

People helped one another, even shared the last drops
of medicine, without caring whether someone was a

Reviewed by Maria Lewitt

relative or a stranger, a friend or unknown, poor or rich.
In the end, our tragic fate had united us into one great
family.

Halina’s experience is very valuable and adds a new
dimension to life in the final stages of the Ghetto.

‘Although life in the bunker was purgatory, no one
thought of voluntarily leaving it and throwing himself
on the mercy of our murdurers. In the end, however, they
discovered us too. For Halina Birenbaum, the Ghetto
existence was over.

At the age of thirteen she was sent from one concentration
camp to another — the Gehenna path which she shared with
millions. She lost all her family with the exception of one brother.

The whole spectrum of hell which was Majdanek,
Auschwitz, Ravensbreck and Neustadt comes to life through
the pages of her book. The relationships between inmates
emerge with horrifying clarity and honesty. Striving to survive
no matter at what cost, human greed, egoism, but also human
compassion, strange-short-lived-friendships, selflessness and
concern for others.

From the millions who were sent to concentration camps,
only a small number survived; in the case of the children, only
a few. The fact that she survived could be considered a miracle.
She felt it was her duty to record the times. How she has
managed to relive these events is beyond anybody’s
comprehension, but she did it and presented us with a truthful
account.

The simplicity of her style, the honesty of observations,
void of self pity, makes this autobiography urgent and valuable.

‘I wish, by this book, to express my most fervent desire
that similar crimes never be repeated anywhere on this earth’,
she writes.

To express a wish like this after experiencing death camps,
one must be a very unique human being. Halina Birenbaum
is, and her ‘HOPE IS THE LAST TO DIE’ is a very special and
a very precious book.

‘HOPE IS THE LAST TO DIE’ has appeared in Polish, English

and recently in Hebrew.

The “Melbourne Chronicle’, published by the Jewish
National Library and Cultural Centre “Kadimah’, aims
to deal with cultural, communal, social, political and
religious issues of interest and relevance to the Jewish
community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Melbourne Chronicle
invites contributions of articles, poetry, short stories,
critiques and reviews from all interested members in the
community. In particular, it seeks to serve as an outlet
for local creative literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors to the
“Melbourne Chronicle” are their own and do not
necessarily represent the views of the editorial committee
or of the Kadimah organisation.

»”
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Mal Morgan
From Statues Don’t Bleed
Wildgrass Books Retail Price $8.95

i am not a tree red hair after the terror movie
i am not a dream and i knew i'd have a

i am a man the sun nightmare
climbing a tree mix with the sky so i put a little pill
in a dream into my mouth

of what i am

a blaze in eternity!

and set it on its bizarre
journey

thru” my body’s
rocky horror show

it wasn’t here
a moment ago

i slept well

e NGy

“DER CHOSHEVER GAST”

Kadimah Theatre
Directed by Rosa Turkow

Decor A. Gurvich. Stage Manager 1. Koltiniuk

Just about the only place in Melbourne where people are
laughing these days is the David Herman Theatre; and the cause
of fun is Der Choshever Gast (The Distinguished Guest).

All the way from Russia, Meier (Yasha Sher) arrives in Israel
to be re-united with his two sons and daughter and their
families. And while two decades is a long span of time to be
separated from his loved ones, spending two months under the
one roof seemed an eternity.

Meier who is embarrassingly independent and aggressive,
has brought with him enough energy to wear everyone out, and
is determined to run things his own way.

Although hurt and upset by their dictatorial father,
(characterized marvellously by that old pro Yasha Sher) the
family shows him enough compassion and understanding, but
what good is the tranquility of a Moshav? Oranges and chickens
are no substitute for people.

This is a rather bitter moral of a generation gap, but the
humor generated by the absurdity of the situation makes it one
of the funniest shows from the beginning to the end. The mixed
cast of actors (there are some fresh new faces) adds a particular
spice to the problem of young and old, by the right mood, pace
and amusing dialogue.

‘Young and old are like summer and winter’ — using the
recurring theme from Kalmanovich’s Folk-Comedy as a vehicle
for the Yiddish Theatre, Director Rosa Turkow, blends the
material of the past with present day hope, to convey what is
a serious message in a fun matter-of-fact way. Even though

comedy is rooted in deep drama, family frictions and sorrows
are transformed to a laugh a minute and are acknowledged
by a warm, responsive audience clapping throughout the
performance.

Rosa Turkow succeeds well in her double part of director
and actress in the role of Sarah and shows what wonderful
things a sensible woman can do for a stubborn old man. For
Meier no longer seems to want to fight the affluent society;
subsequently surrenders the documents for the Yiskor Book
and makes peace with his old foe Berl Bronstein (Abraham
Wiguszyn).

A considerable part of the fun is provided by Motel (Mendel
Szmerling) whose speech impediment becomes an obvious
asset as he draws from an inexhaustible bag of tricks of verbal
inventions.

The rest of the cast consists of Dovid (Berl Lustig) Dvora
(Rivka Rothstein), Avrom (ltzhak Presser) Esther (Mira Pfau) —
Meier’s sons and their wives, his daughter Malka (Ida Lustig)
grand-daughter Yafa (Tamara Rosenblum) and her boyfriend
Yaakov (Leybl Mrocki). All gave a convincing performance and
their family spirit is wonderful.

All these remarkably determined actors need is the moral
and pragmatic support of Jewish audiences. They certainly have
integrity, dedication and talent — and these are the tools to
keep the Yiddish theatre alive.

Charlotte Kahane.
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ADRIFT........
Dedication to Fay Mokotow *

By Dobke Apelowicz, Autumn 1984.

It was the twilight, who complained in silence
To the playful wind, confiding shyly,

That the Creator knows how much he suffers
But never ever did He answer ‘“Why?”".

“I, the weaver between day and night

Come only for a glimpse and disappear

With regret, | resent this plight,

That | am only granted such a tiny flare...”
The summer wind picks up the moans
Entangling them in his tullen folds.

A whisper here and there — he soars;

A wave, a trickle — and behold!

High-up in the clouds, then down he’s droning;
At dawn he rests, on grass of velvet green,
Admiring the beauty all around him.

He’s moving lightly without frenzy, without rage,
While the morning does unfold a brand new day,
And life wakes up in various shapes and tones;
The summer wind coquettish sure and gay,

Has got the answer to the twilight’s groans....
“Hey, my friend, you’re sinning whilst lamenting.
Your span is short but you don’t die, you live.
You live forever....that’s what counts,

After every single day again you weave....

Too much injustice have | seen on earth,

How much suffering do people bear,

How fraught with pain they sob and cry,

Why, why destroy the apply of one’s eye....?

| saw a beauteous rose in midst of blooming,
Her soul — destroyed so young, forever drifts....
So, cherish your destiny, and stop moaning....
To be alive forever, is the greatest of all gifts.”

Fay Mokotow wasa young theatre director, well known and much
loved, who died earlier this year.

With Compliments

Xerad Nominees
Pty. Ltd.
Darex Fashions

333 FLINDERS LANE,
MELBOURNE 3000

MEETING

Connie Barber

They fumble words for thought,

toss tentative attempts to others,

miss and mismanage image and language,

a word flurry of foam among rocks and shallows;
but she, the teacher, so she says,

steals them all, juggles them herself,

hands back neat parcels of no-one’s wrong,

or right for that matter,

smoothes the water,

stops the game.

Again in the jumble of ebb and flow
she collects tangles of trial and error,
straightens and ties them

in nice knots and long sentences
looking quite different in neat rows
from the bubble bouncing foam
coming in on a new tide

towards a goal.

Her touch freezes.

All night she plays stopping games
with their searching.

All night she shows how to make
aimless chill prevent an experiment
never her own.

Magnetic Poles

by Yvonne Fein

Yeah, well,

Before | had my own money,
| smoked

My father’s cigarettes.

| lived

On the ersatz love

Of Bogart and Gable

And when | was old enough
To obtain both for myself

| found

Neither as good

As it had been cracked up
To be

Really?

| always bought

And rolled

My own cigarettes.
Austen and the Brontes
Taught me the rudiments
Of love.

| would never equate
Tobacco with emotion.
| found one
Occasionally satisfying
And the other,
Magnificent.

Really?
Yeah!
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