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EDITORIAL

During the course of a speech he made in Boston
in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt stated: ‘Knowledge — that
is, education in its true sense — is our best protection
against unreasoning prejudice and panic-making fear,
whether engendered by special interest, illiberal
minorities, or panic-stricken leaders’.

With the academic year’s beginning, and with our
children setting off to their primary, secondary and tertiary
institutions, this is a thought well worth keeping in mind
even in 1985. Whatever aspirations we hold for our
offspring in the personal sense — success, honour, high
achievement and happiness in all of these — we cannot
but also desire that they complete their education with
a full understanding of their Jewishness and the rights
and responsibilities which this entails.

Whether they come to internalise these values
through Sunday-school teaching, through daily
attendance at Jewish schools or through discussion and
debate with their parents and peers is not the central
issue. What is important is that today’s young people
receive and absorb the essence of their identity
somehow, and in a manner which will make it an
interesting and relevant corollary to their everyday lives.

This is not to argue that we must all observe a
rigorous orthodoxy in the pursuit of our selfhood. Nor
is it to defend a uniformly liberal approach. For wherever
there are Jews, there will be differences — of opinion,
of manner of worship, even of ideology. But we must
agree to differ and in this agreement find a feasible
method of inculcating our young with a true sense of
the Jew’s place in society.

History, recent history, shows us that to be a Jew,
and to lead a life that honours the traditions and laws
of our ancestors is difficult. It requires purpose, a sense
of direction and a strength of character sufficient to
overcome the contempt and the prejudice of those who
would hate us for what we were born, not for what we,
in fact, are.

Too frequently, we unwittingly aid and abet our
detractors with an ignorance of our history. It is
sometimes easier to ignore an intended slight, even to
laugh uneasily at a pointed joke not in our favour, than
to delve into the knowledge that is so readily available
to the curious, and which is so valid a defence.

This is where education is vital. It is of the utmost
importance that we give our children the means to defend
what they are. Ignorance and apathy have ever been poor

REAPING WHAT WE SOW

Yvonne Fein

weapons and have never led to an acceptance by those
whom we would try to placate by our uneasy silence.
Rather, silence, denoting consent, has given
encouragement to the evil that arises from
misunderstanding and prejudice.

In order to be vocal, then, we must have something
of note to say. Education about who and what we are
is available on demand at many and various institutions
apart from the Jewish Day Schools, which themselves
perform so fine a task of enlightenment. Shiurim, lectures
and study groups exist in abundance to be taken
advantage of if we will. And if we will not, then we have
only ourselves to blame when our children profess not
just ignorance of their history, but an active dislike and
a shame at the roots from which they spring.

Too often it is easiest to take the least line of
resistance. By donating money to religious institutions,
or attending functions which raise funds for Israel, we
can assuage whatever consciences we have. But more
is required. Admirable as it is to play or barrack for the
Jewish football team; to run and jump for the Jewish
athletics club, and to go on camps with the Jewish Youth
Movements, this is not the essence of Yiddishkeit. It is
indisputable that mixing socially and competing
athletically amongst our own is a relevant social
contribution and increases our solidarity, just as it is
indisputable that our financial aid to Israel is
indispensable to that country. But if this is the full extent
of our involvement with our Jewishness, we will find
eventually, that our enthusiasm for such activities wanes
as we grow older and our interests diversify.

A painter, having completed a masterpiece, is often
exhausted and finds that he cannot paint again for many
months. The Jews, having survived the holocaust, can
be likened to the painter in their spiritual exhaustion.

But the survival of our children as Jews can fairly
be said to depend upon the survival of their parents and
the degree of effectiveness these latter achieve in their
attempts to maintain the standards of Judaism. If we
concern ourselves merely with the trappings, then we lose
sight of the objectives which are vital to our survival.

If, however, by example, we can show our children
our concern for Jewish values, and our readiness to defend
them in word and in deed, this is the best education we
can offer them. If we take the time to reinforce what they
learn at school with regard to their Jewishness, read,
discuss and study with them, our patience will be well
rewarded.
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Halakhah as the Law of the State of Israel?

Halakhah derives from halakh — in Aramaic
— “to walk”. It implies, as a term for the Judaic
law both of the Bible and the Talmud, that, as
walking along known paths can lead to laying new
roads, so the observance of the Commandments
creates new ways.
Ephraim Urbach*
Some time ago | read that Rabbi Schindler, leader
of the American reform Jewry, had warned of a possible
rift between the majority of American Jews and Israel
if the Israeli government passed a law which recognises
orthodox Jews only, pointing out that a minority of about
one and a half million out of five and a half million of
American Jews are orthodox.

The report did not mention what had provoked Rabbi
Schindler’s statement, but it made me wonder whether
it was a veiled reference to Israel’s Foundation of Law
Act, 1980, which | learned about at the same time —
some three years after it had been passed by the Knesset.
The circumstances in which this event, of monumental
significance, came to my knowledge, are relevant to
understanding the nature of the issues it raises, and they
were as follows.

As a barrister practising in Australia, | attended a
Seminar organised by the International Association of
Jewish lawyers and jurists in Jerusalem in August 1983.
Its theme, “The Sources of Contemporary Law: the Bible
and Talmud and their Contribution to Modern Legal
Systems” attracted secular lawyers from many countries.
As read, it meant that we should hear of the influence
of the Mosaic law on the development of principles of
Common Law and on European legislation, the former
including lIsraeli law inherited from the Palestine
Mandatory government. And it was with a mixture of
shock and surprise that | learned that Israel had some
time back cast off the British legal system and that it
was within this framework that halachic contribution to
modern law was to be discussed.

How could 1, a lawyer with a special interest in
comparative law and an avid reader of the Jewish press,
have missed the publicity attached to the passing of The
Foundation of law Act in this age of fast
communications? | must have been in a state of
somnabulism at the time, | thought, as otherwise |
manage to keep abreast of important events in Israel.
However, most of the American lawyers, who formed the
majority of foreign participants, were equally in the dark
of this event, in sharp contrast to the Israelis to whom
it was a fait accompli. There was an air of mystery
about the whole thing. And the most plausible
explanation seemed to be that the legal minds of Israel
decided to avoid politicising the issue outside Israel which
would be unavoidable if it were given the publicity it
deserves, and had even so structured the Seminar that

*President of Israeli Academy of Sciences and Humanities,
Editor-in-Chief Yad la-Talmud, Selected Chapter, “Halakhah
— Sources and Development”.

Anna Frenkel (c)

the immense implications of this law-reform for Jewry
as a whole were left in the background.

Consequently, the information conveyed to us by
numerous panels of speakers, orthodox as well as secular,
academics and practitioners, centered mainly on the work
being done towards implementing the new law on the
one hand and, on the other, of the influence of Halakhic
tenets and decisions on the development of modern law
outside Israel.

All this was most impressive and convincing. For
instance, we learned of numerous conferences and
workshops involving Israeli Supreme Court justices,
judges, magistrates and lawyers dealing with problems
resultant from the change-over from the principles of
Common Law and Equity to those of the Torah and the
Talmud as developed to the present day. One of these,
held at the Truman Institute, Hebrew University, in 1981
attracted 400 participants. The next, held a year later,
at the Law Faculty of the University of Tel Aviv, was
accompanied by workshops held under the auspices of
the Ministry of Justice, the Israeli Bar and academic
councils of law-schools of different universities.

Papers on these practical aspects were interspersed
with those illustrating the Thoraic origin of principles of
ethics and social justice found in jurisprudence and codes
of law of modern societies.

It was most interesting to learn, for example, that
the scriptural rule against self-incrimination (“adam oseh
atzmo rosha”) established a precedent in the famous
Miranda case in the USA as to the principle of “the right
to silence” of an accused person — a decision referred
to by several American speakers as a landmark in the
area of civil rights. It was also with interest, though mixed
with incredulity, that | heard from an American judge that
an American court upheld the right of a Jewish woman
to share her flat with her elderly parents against the terms
of her lease, on the grounds that, as an orthodox Jew,
she had to follow the relevant Commandment.

| can refer to only some of the papers, of such high
intrinsic value as to stimulate pride in one’s legal heritage,
and among these was Professor Shilo’s paper dealing with
the concept of the immutability of the covenant between
God and lIsrael in contrast to impermanent “paper
Constitutions” which could be altered by the will of “a
generation” whilst the covenant with Israel implied
acceptance “by its people” (at all times).

Of the same high level was the paper by Yehuda
Cohen on the Biblical concept of tzibbur — community
— as a juridical personality, that is to say, having rights
and obligations of its own, independently of its elected
representatives and members. The organisation of a
kibbutz, for instance, is based on this concept, the
ultimate authority being vested in the collective as such.
The ownership of the means of production and the
sharing of profits by members, with no right to a share
as a property-right, was convincingly explained as based
on this concept rather than on Marxist ideology. Another
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interesting example of Jewish law based on this concept
are the rules pertaining to the care of the synagogue
which is the property of the tzibbur, “the people”, as
distinct from its Board and, therefore, can only be sold
if the money of the sale is used to purchase a sacred
object such as a Torah for the use “by the people”.

“Communes”, as distinct from tribes or settlements,
are known to have existed since the earliest times, as
evidenced by the Dead Sea Scrolls. Josephus and Philo
refer to them in their writings, the latter, as “Essenes”
— the name of the sect that adopted a communal way
of life and rejected the notion of private property.

But if such examples are illustrative of the quality
of the papers and their diversity, they cannot convey the
impact of the whole Seminar. | can only say that it
convinced me, a lawyer educated and working in the
English Common Law system, that Halakhah —
understood as a system of Jewish law comprising the
Bible, the Talmud and the Responsa and Commentaries
to the present day — has that flexibility of adaptation
to changing social conditions which, until then, | had
seen only as the virtue of the English Common Law and
Equity. | was enthused to hear that by the combined
efforts of Israeli and American academics, Yad la-
Talmud, in 32 volumes, will be published in English and
that, among other projects, an impressive list of
publications is now in preparation to enable lawyers like
myself to follow up the development of the lsraeli
“indigenous” legal system.

The Seminar lasted one week. Day-time sessions
were followed by official receptions and social functions.
This left no time for anything else. Looking at the growing
pile of unread Jerusalem Post in my hotel-room |
noticed headlines such as “Sanctity and Science —
Clashes Between the Police and Haredim” but could not
register their relevance to what fully absorbed my mind
at the time — the apparent feasibility of making the Law
of Moses applicable to the intricate system of legal
relationships of modern Israel.

It was my fifth visit to Israel within the last decade
and, as before, | planned to stay on after the Seminar
and revisit both people and places, so as to carry away
as a souvenir that amalgam of grief and hope which |
became accustomed to conceptualise in terms of an
abstract notion of “structure”: its meaningful whole
remained unaffected by the change in the ratio of
components. There was always some unexpected
development, either reflecting the mid-Eastern political
scene, or the result of internal dynamics — growth and
euphoria here, recession and downfall there.

This time, as already mentioned, our discussions on
Halakhah synchronised with the militancy of the ultra-
orthodox in obstructing excavations yielding invaluable,
archeological evidence, in the City of David, Old
Jerusalem.

In the words of a Jerusalem Post reporter (12 Aug.,
1983):—

The dispute, at once theological, archeological and
political, has again this summer taken archeologist
Yigal Shilo out of his excavation pits, and Rabbi
David Shmidl from behind his yeshiva lectern to
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do battle with each other on the buried walls of
Jerusalem . . .

Although they rarely meet face to face, each manns
mighty armies against the other — Shilo, the forces
of the law, including mounted police and the courts,
and Shmidl, the hosts of Mea Shearim and the
spirits of the dead. Their conflict has filled the
streets and jails of Jerusalem this summer with
demonstrators, further polarised the Haredi and
secular communities and caught the bemused
attention of newspaper readers around the world.

Later on, with my mind freed from theoretical
discussions, | went to the site to witness a dividing fence
— the symbol of a temporary agreement, “the line
between sacred and profane” and to muse over — to use
the pithy language of the abovementioned reporter —
“which side of the fence — and the conflict — is sacred,
and which profane?”

There was much to provoke food for thought in this
direction. As | went around the country, | could not but
register a great growth in the number of the orthodox
among the young and the middle aged, including the
hasidim, easily identifiable by their dress. Many of the
hassidim spoke amongst themselves in Yiddish, and
answered in that language if addressed in Hebrew. Most

« of them, | was told, were products of American yeshivahs,

and comprised most of aliya from that country in recent
years. They came, however, on their own, a different kind
of aliya — to oppose the “tzionistim” who,. in their
thinking, had usurped the role of the Messiah in
establishing the State of Israel. And they did so by joining
religious political parties, represented in such numbers
in the Knesset, that the present Likud-led coalition
government depend heavily on their support.

Being ignorant of the circumstances of the passing
of The Foundation of Law Act in 1980, it appeared
to me, in the light of the abovementioned observations,
that it could be a price exorted by the religious parties
in the Knesset from Begin’s government — a price that
could cost Israel the loss of not only-non-orthodox but
secular support, both in the country and abroad. | have
already heard remarks such as, “Israel is on the way to
becoming a religious state like Iran”. Was lIsrael taking
too big a risk?

Thinking along these lines one could not help but
remember that back in 1948 the very establishment of
the State of Israel was hanging by a thread when the
orthodox parties made it a conditio sine qua non for
their vote in support of the Declaration of Independence
that the future State, inheriting from the British
Mandatory government the English Common Law system,
vest all jurisdiction in matters of personal status in the
Rabbinical Courts. This meant that, in its policy of “the
ingathering of the exiles” the new State had to adopt,
in the Law of Return, the Halakhic definition of a Jew,
as,

“Someone born to a Jewish mother or converted to
Judaism” — “conversion” being only that conforming with
the rules of the orthodox. Indirectly, this involved
Rabbinical Courts also in decisions on the validity of
marriage and divorce, and a series of test-cases were
brought before the Supreme Court of Israel in the first
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few years as an attempt to broaden the definition of “a
Jew”. The Rabbinate, however, refused to accept its
decisions, and the present definition of a Jew for the
purpose of The Law of Return is:—

Any person declaring in good faith that he or she
is a Jew and not a member of any other religion
and wishes to settle in Israel.

The intransigent stand of the Rabbinical Courts in
applying Halakha to all the issues involved in marriage
and divorce has been the subject of public grievances
as, firstly, its many aspects are regarded as archaic and
inapplicable in modern life and, secondly, because in
some cases, such as maintenance of a spouse or children,
the secular courts, under the English law, can exercise
jurisdiction parallel to that of Rabbinical Courts, which
creates the problem of “double jurisdiction”.

And, as in my own experience with clients in far-away
Australia, a divorce of a Jewish couple more often than
not adds to the general anguish whenever one of them
contemplates re-remarriage — to a Jew, or a gentile. The
delay or refusal of a husband to issue a gett in the first
case, the complexity of the conversion procedures in the
second, to mention only a few of the difficulties imposed
by the orthodox tradition, often means a loss of the
children who could have been born Jewish, to the gentile
world.

Little wonder, therefore, that whenever | attempted
to discuss the new Israeli law with my Jewish colleagues
in Australia | heard some uncomplimentary remark about
“Rabbinical” Family Law. But, as | thought back, and
failed to appreciate at the time, among the papers
« delivered at the Seminar discussing The Foundation
of Law Act were a few of the same tenor, sharply critical
of the unyielding approach of the Rabbinate to matters
of personal status as contrary to the real spirit and
principles of Halakhah and pin-pointing the areas crying
out for reform in response to social needs.

Among these was Professor Rakover’s paper,
“Coersion in Marriage”, in which he analysed the Biblical
concept of amoredet — a “rebellious wife” as
interpreted by Maimonides and later Commentators, who
tended more and more towards recognising that it does
not apply to a wife who is coerced into sexual intercourse
by her husband. Accordingly, the Halakhic concept is very
close to the definition of “unlawful intercourse” in the
Criminal Law and, following a recent case before the
Supreme Court of Israel, in which Moshe Cohen was
convicted for unlawfully forcing sexual intercourse on his
wife and sentenced to imprisonment for three years, there
is presently a Bill before the Knesset seeking to amend
the law to the effect that the offence of rape applies to
marital relations.

Another paper, provokingly entitled “Levirate Laws
and Human Rights” by Dr Aharoni, born in Yemen, was
particularly interesting, as Yemenite Jews are known for
their strict orthodoxy. The so-called “Levirate marriage”
is the obligation of a widow whose husband dies without
leaving any offspring to marry his brother. It is based on
Deuteronomy XXV:5

If brethren dwell together, and one of them dies
and leaves no child, the wife of the dead shall not
marry unto a stranger; her husband’s brother shall

20 in unto her and take her to him as wife, and
perform the duty of a husband’s brother unto her.

In Dr Aharoni’s view, this institution, based on the
concept of patriarchal family and the need to perpetuate
patrilineal descent, is completely out of step with modern
notions of individual and human rights, as it treated a
widow as the property of her deceased husband’s family
because of the ketubah (brideprice) paid by him. She,
therefore, has no rights, but only a duty “to raise the
seed of the dead”, a legitimate offspring of the deceased.
The duty of the deceased husband’s brother, although
no less humiliating, was made less stringent by the
Halachic rules, as he could be released from it by
undergoing the ceremony known as halitzah. It consists
of the removal by a widow before witnesses of a brother’s
shoe and reciting the Biblical formuia: “so shall be done
to the man who will not build his brother’s house”. Once
performed, the ceremony confers on the widow the right
to marry another man, but without it she cannot do so:
her marriage will be invalid, and any children she may
have, illegitimate under the present rabbinical law.

Arguing for the removal of these rules, Dr Aharoni
pointed out that some Rabbis of Ashkenazi communities
in Europe recognised long ago the hardship they caused
to the widow when, for instance, the brother was
inaccessible or refused to submit to halitzah, and who,
in order to circumvent it, invented a fiction: they permitted
inclusion in the marriage ceremony the obligation of a
bridegroom’s brother to release the woman, should her
husband die and she remained childless. “Unfortunately”,
he said, “this so-called conditional gett has no validity
in the eyes of the Rabbinical Court in Israel. The only
remedy, therefore, is not to stick strictly to the scriptural
rules but to interpret them in accordance with the needs
of the time — in other words, in the true spirit of the
Halakhah.”

His paper was applauded to and followed by
numerous comments from the floor, illustrative of the
extent of legal protest against the uncompromising
attitude of the orthodox. It was pointed out that there
was a large number of young war-widows in Israel who
could not remarry even in such special circumstances
where the only brother of the dead husband was seven
years old and could not perform halitza until maturity,
or where he was in the Soviet Union, and even if willing,
was not allowed by the Rabbis to release a widow “by
proxy”.

The obvious injustices in cases such as these are
discussed among lawyers and over the grapevine but they
are seldom reported in the general, secular press in Israel.
As no reform of the law within the ambit of The
Rabbinical Courts Jurisdiction Law, 1953 could be
made except by the Chief Rabbinate, the subject has
been considered too inflammatory for public debate, and
much of what | have said in this article would come as
a surprise to Israeli readers. The Seminar had very little
coverage at the time, and my impression was that, as
in other areas of conflict between the secular and the
religious (for example, the City of David excavations), the
policy is to maintain the semblance of appeasement and
compromise.

But how far is it expressed in The Foundation of
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Law Act? Ostensibly, it is an unqualified victory of the
orthodox: how else except as a change to the rule of
theocracy could one see the law-reform that had made
the Torah and the Talmud the codes of the State of Israel?
The outsiders already referred to its similarity with that
of Iran, which made it a State governed by the Koran,
but overlooking the dissimilarity that, unlike in Iran, in
Israel it was a change arrived at by a democratic process.

I am no wizard in the field of politics, and decidedly
not in Israeli politics but, recalling the speeches of certain
government officials who stressed the need of Israel for
“a progressive Rabbinate”, | cannot reject the thought
that The Foundation of Law Act represented a volte
face, a diplomatic move to do away with the retrograde
exclusive jurisdiction of the Rabbinate in the law of
personal status by declaring that all the law of Israel will
be based on “the principles of freedom, justice, equity
and peace of Israel’s heritage”.

So worded, the Act makes no reference to the sources
of the law, only to its principles, and the inference is
that these principles are to be found not only in the Torah
but in the whole system of Halakhah, a great progressive
and flexible system of Jewish Common Law with its
unlimited potential of development in step with human
and social needs.

As Professor Urbach, whose definition of Halakhah
| used as a preamble herein, says:—

Be the opinions about the status of Biblical laws
what they may, it cannot be doubted that the laws

and commandments as they are formulated in the
Torah, presuppose — implicitly or explicitly — that
not all the information required for their
observances has been stated, and that they require
interpretation and extension.”

He further says that even in the Torah itself the law
is not laid down blindly but often includes the explanation
of circumstances necessitating it. For example, Numbers
27:8,

If a man dies and has no son, then ye shall cause
his inheritance to pass unto his daughter . . .

and in other verses we read that the daughters of
/elophehad came before Moses and Eleazar, the priest,
and said:—
Why should the name of our father be done away
from among his family because he hath no son?
Give us therefore the possession among the
brethren of our father.

And so it came to pass and sexism was eliminated
from the Jewish law of inheritance by an action of Biblical
feminists thousands of years before the Common Law
of England abolished the rule of primogeniture . . .

By adopting Halakhah in its correct interpretation
Israel may not only return to her ancient path but lay new
tracks to be followed by others. This, then, was the
precious souvenir | brought with me to Australia from
a visit to Israel in August, 1983.

*Ephraim Urbach, ibid.

Jewish Writing from Down Under. Australia and New
Zealand. Edited by Robert and Roberta Kalechofsky. (Massachusetts,

Micah Publications, 1984. 292p)

It is gratifying to see two U.S. editors showing
sufficient interest in Australian and New Zealand Jewish
writers to compile and produce this handsome paperback.
Hopefully such interest will have a salutary effect on the
notorious “cultural cringe” which is as much a part of
Jewish society’s perceptions as is that of the larger
Australian and New Zealand society.

Unfortunately, there are omissions in this anthology
— Aviva Layton, for instance, and lLeonie Sperling —
although it is possible to attribute this to the tyranny of
distance resulting in incomplete familiarity with the
Australian — and in this case, more specifically,
Australian-Jewish-literary scene.! A pity, also, is the
absence of at least one historical essay dealing with the
Jewish influence on Australian society at large.?
Especially as some historic work of this type relating to
New Zealand is included. The editors themselves mention
the fact that nine Jews were among the convicts of the
First Fleet thus stressing the fact that Jews have been
involved in Australian life since the days of the first white
settlement on its shores. Jews have participated in the
gold rushes, in urbanization (particularly that of
Marvellous Melbourne) in Federation, reform movements
and overseas wars. Just a few of the names to conjure
with are those of Isaac Isaacs and John Monash. The
short history of Yiddish theatre in Melbourne is very good

Reviewed by Esther Oviss

as far as it goes. The struggle to create such theatre and
the support it gained from its small band of supporters
makes very interesting reading but doesn’t compensate
for the lack of a more broadly based history of Jewish
influence in Australia and on the development of
Australian society. Despite these shortcomings, this book
contains some fine examples of the work, both prose and
verse, written by Australian and New Zealand Jews.
My personal favourite, and a story that has stood up
very well to the passage of time, is Judah Waten’s “Well,
What do You say to My Boy”, a tale that looks at the
prevailing Aussie tendency to scorn intellectual pursuit
and to admire and value economic success. Sam Green
gives expression to this view when he says:
“In this country writers are on the lowest rung.’
Sam’s wife Minnie is, in many ways, the archetypal
Jewish Mother, completely dedicated to her family. They
constitute her entire world yet, paradoxically, Minnie Green
is also unique, for, with gentle irony, Waten has created
a kind, gullible and illiterate lady who is an indomitable
champion of the pursuit of intellectual excellence. She
is a mere “David” taking on the big, sly Goliath in the
shape of her own husband, Sam Green, a crude man
unreservedly dedicated to making money. Minnie is quite
unaware that any real conflict exists, or that her own home
is the battleground. She simply follows her instincts and
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does whatever lies in her power to promote the interests
of her studious son, Benny, while philosophically
accepting her failure to influence her other children. And
as long as Benny studies it makes no difference to her
whether her son becomes a doctor or a writer. When
Goliath — Sam loses the battle he remarks to son Les:

“A thief’s got a chance but what chance has a
writer, | ask you?”

Minnie’s boasting in the local butcher shop is a
dangerous game and exposes her to the ridicule of those
who suspect or know that she cannot read, but with some
smart verbal sparring worthy of the wiliest politician she
extricates herself from these nasty situations and when
her Benny proves he is talented she can face the ladies
in the butcher shop with complete confidence.

The mothers figure also dominates Serge Liberman’s
story “Two Years in Exile”. The “exile” of the title is none
other than outer suburban Northcote, but to the mother
of the immigrant family of Holocaust survivors it is a very
bitter exile indeed, and one can’t help but respond to the
bitterness she feels. The immigrant family’s neighbours,
the impossibly-smug Walters, have achieved what is
known as “The Great Australian Dream”. They are the
proud owners of a triple-fronted-brick-veneer-home-on a
fifth-of an acre-site. The Walters are in paradise. But their
Eden is the immigrant mother’s Gehenna, wilderness,
wasteland. She fears its influence on her son who is like
a “bird on rafters soaring high” “found to thrive and
flourish and grow in that wilderness”, Mother is
determined to redeem her son from this alien, hedonistic
existence. She tries to stir a reluctant father who has
succumbed to the seductive life of the Northcote
“wilderness” with dire warnings that under their roof,
in this godless country they are raising a ‘“‘shegetz”.
Mother wins the battle in this absorbingly told story, at
least she wins it in the short term. The family moves and
the boy is exposed to Jewish influences and spiritual
values. In the longer term, however if one is to read
Liberman’s story “Drifting” as some kind of continuum
of “Exile”, the battle is won by the forces the immigrant
mother sought to escape. Their son, a university graduate
and convinced rationalist cannot understand his parents
refusal to accept his marriage to a gentile girl. He drifts
away from his parents and all that they represent, and
drifts into the mainstream of Australian life.

Both Waten and Liberman uinderstand the emotional
tug-of-war between the old traditions and values, be they
secular rather than religious, of European Jewry and the
seductive freedoms of the new land both writers tell their
stories with great charm, sensitivity and convictions.

The most dominant theme in the majority of the
stories reproduced in this volume is a concern with
childhood experiences. Following this trend, Alan Collins
writes of the experiences of two orphan boys during the
Great Depression in the story “The Trouble with Felix”.
The author shows a good deal of sensitivity in depicting
the helplessness of children living with irrational adults
in a tottering world. The Felix of the title is not only a
foreigner in a Sydney reeling from the blows of the
Depression, he is also the kind, but rather irresponsible
father of two motherless boys and is married to a young
gentile girl who holds them all in contempt. Felix, exposed

to the anti-semitic jibes of his workmates, cuckolded by
his wife, leaves the Bondi home and the two children
are utterley alone. Adrift in-chaos the older boy, Jack,
unconciously reaching out for something tangible to hold
on to, tells the kindly policeman who brought tne news
of the suicide, that his name is Jacob. He then finds
himself “astounded at what (he) had said because (he)
really disliked being known as Jacob”. Alan Collins
controls his narrative with a sure hand and a story that
might easily have degenerated into maudlin
sentimentality comes across as an accurate representation
of childhood, its vulnerability its awareness and its
toughness.

A completely different childhood to that experienced
by Felixs’ boys is that of New Zealand poet Charles Brasch
told in his brief autobiography “Duneden”. Brasch paints
a picture of a leisured, affluent family, one in which
children are loved and cared for and are encouraged to
develop all their potential. Even the death of the young
child’s mother makes very little difference to the pleasant
harmony of his existence. Throughout childhood Judaism
is a vague, almost non-existent idea on the perimeters
of life. Intermarriage is already an accepted and
acceptable fact of life among the members of this
extended family. While some relatives paid a good deal
of attention to Eastern and Christian theology, Judaism
was completely ignored.

“What | knew of Christianity came from scraps |
picked up and of Judaism | knew nothing at all,”
says the author.

Despite the idyllic childhood existence these
reminiscences are imbued with a feeling of sadness and
the general tenor of this story puts me in mind of the
writings of fellow New Zealander Katherine Mansfield.
The description of the women’s light-coloured dresses
with long skirts, of the view of sea and harbour seem
like a transient, insubstantial dream, while the
recollections of childish musings on the existence or non-
existence of God and of life and death further accentuate
the sadness and the feeling of fragility and transience.
It's astonishing that given all the influences to the
contrary, Brasch considered himself to be a Jew, albeit
a completely secular one, and that his poetic imagination
conjures with the circumstances that might have brought
his Jewish ancestors through some circuitous northern
route to settle eventually in New Zealand. A gentle story,
beautifully told.

Childhood reminiscences are also Morris Lurie’s
preoccupation although the circumstances and the people
described in “Bobbeh” are completely different from
those described by Charles Brasch. Bobbeh, the
narrator’s grandmother is the family matriarch. She had
been a dominant figure in her eastern European home
and continued to dominate husband, children and friends
in the new country, Australia. Bobbeh'’s eldest daughter,
the narrator’s mother, is completely dedicated to the old
lady and serves her umparingly. The sulky, bored boy is
full of resentment. He fails to perceive the true, profound
nature of the mother-daughter relationship until, as a
young man at his mother’s funeral, he is shocked into
an understanding and a realization of the depth of
Bobbeh’s love for her child. Bobbeh falls upon her
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daughter’s coffin and screams her name. The young
man’s face burns with shame. He had considered Bobbeh
to be
“A hard woman who made my mother a servant(?)
How could | have ever thought such things? | am
a child. | understand nothing? | stand with my head
bowed, made humble by the bobbeh’s towering
love”

“Bobbeh” is Lurie’s writing at its best. Unfortunately,
his second story “Africa Wall” is less successful. Perhaps
poverty and alienation and the dilemma they pose for
the Wandering Jew are too great a theme to be dealt with
adequately in the short story format. Whatever the
reason, Isaac Shur never emerges as anything more than
a vague representation of a man alienated from the
society where he resides, alienated also from the society
represented by the game of monopoly-economics and
from himself. In desperation, he flees to a London which
holds no appeal for him either and in which he is bound
to feel estranged.

Childhood and Holocaust are also irnterwoven themes
in several of these stories. In some, notably those of Lurie
and Liberman the Holocaust takes the form of passing
references to something like a number tattooed on the
arm of a loved one or an echo of anti-Semitic pogroms.
However, Lilian Barnea and Yvonne Fein deal with the
Holocaust experiences directly. Barnea in “My
Grandfather” recalls with painful honesty, a grandfather
who was her childhood’s unblemished hero. Lilian
survived the war on Aryan papers as a result of his
machinations and the attempt to depict the hero with
feet of clay as well as his strengths is not an easy task.
Grandfather seems to have been something of a leading
figure in pre-war Warsaw and later when the city was
under German occupation. He was the unquestioned
family patriarch, dapper, urbane and gentleman and a
tower of strength and a man of integrity. Yet, we get
glimpses of him lying in bed, frail and toothless, and also
descriptions which tend to show him as something of
a name-dropper and braggart. The family was well-
advanced along the road to assimilation and though the
child chaffed at the “constant camouflage” for she was
“born with this latent knowledge” of being Jewish and
“being shielded only (made) matters worse”, there is no
doubt that his granddaughter was his main concern. |
believe the mature woman is right to question many of
the things which the child took for granted. And so
grandfather’s academic knowledge (there were so few
books in his comfortable home) is questioned as well
as his moral integrity and physical strength. However,
Barnea also considers the remorse the man must have
felt over his failure to remove his family before hostilities
broke out. In making Grandfather a fallible human being,
Lilian Barnea has made him more convincingly heroic.

In “Rumkovsky was Right” Yvonne Fein tells some
of the experiences of her parents’ fight for survival in the
hell that was Auschwitz. This writer’s crisp, matter-of-fact
prose and the ironic, humourous asides and black
humour make the horror of the Holocaust more fearfully
real. To quote an example of the blackest of black
humour;

“Travel Eurail and see the corpses. No courting
couple should miss it.”
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Yvonne Fein’s Holocaust experiences, though
vicarious, are as real as those of the actual victims. The
short, sharp dialogue she bestows on her characters has
the feeling of the reality of people whose total energies
are concentrated on mere survival.

Maria Lewitt manages, in “All the Storms and Sun-
sets” to put herself into the skin of the son of a Holocaust
survivor suffering from his mother’s excessive outbursts
and Zionist zeal. The boy-narrator adopts a shoulder-
struggling, philosophical attitude towards his mother’s
emotional demands and “loving” put-down expressed in
the phrase; “my son, my Ober Huhem”. His way of
dealing with the situation is to stay very firmly on his
side of the generation gap. There is little doubt that he
is impressed by Israel on his brief visit there, even though
his feelings don’t take the sentimental, ground-kissing,
xenophobic form. But, returning home to Australia, the
young man slips very firmly into his Aussie persona,
adopting the laconic, stiff-upper-lip attitude which is an
integral part of the Australian image. A cautionary tale
perhaps?

Michele Nayman and Nancy Keesing write from the
perspective of Australian middle-class Jewish women for
whom Judaism seems to be a minor issue, if it’s an issue
at all. Kessing, for instance, writes of her work experience
during the war without ever mentioning the plight of
European Jewry and her own Jewish identity has no part
in the story she tells. Michele Nayman'’s travel experiences
are very pleasant and the hint of some kind of universality
of goodness emanating from one person and having a
salutary effect on all the experience it seems to
foreshadow secular messianic age. These stories are
significant in a Jewish anthology since they show how
rapidly Jews tend to assimilate, especially in an
environment like our own Anglo-Saxon one which is
relatively free of overt anti-Semitism and where barriers
to academic and economic pursuit do not exist.

“JEWISH WRITING FROM DOWN UNDER”
contains a substantial quantity of poetry by Jewish
authors, most of it of a very high standard. Fay Zwicky’s
poem “The Chosen-Kalgoorlie 1894” is an apt choice
as the opening, theme-setting work. The poet’s ability
to make the awesome into the human and the humorous
is quite remarkable. Karl Wolfskehl’s “I, Tongue of All”
which closes the volume is also both apt in its place and
good poetry. | presume he was moved to write it during
the establishment of the state of Israel and would like
to see it dated. Much of the poetry in between these two
also deserves to be mentioned. In fact all of the poems
deserve to be read carefully and sensitively. However, |
intend to mention the ones that became my favourites;
“How Come the Truckloads” by Judith Rodriguez
encapsulates the invidious, irrational nature of anti-
Semilism by dealing with it at the level of the individual
anti-Semite. The case seems hopeless. The disease too
deeply ingrained. If the truckloads rolled, then Birkenau
was the result, and Marc Adyzner, in his excellent poem
“In the Beginning”, tries to make sense of the horror he
beholds. “The mounds of ash” the “miles of bones”
speak to him of horrors on a gigantic, an unimaginable
scale.



“I no longer pray for understanding” (he says) “Just
give me a space somewhere, some retreat that is
not so mingled and woven with deception and
truth:”

The poetry of Charles Brasch and Shmuel Gorr forms
an interestingly spontaneous dialectic. In Brasch’s best
work; “Bud in the Bone” one hears the voice of a man
in torment, one who longs to believe in God, to be free
of doubt and questioning.

“l am not of those that have your ear,

| pretend to no creed or party.

| do not know what it means to be with you,
and later:

“| neither believe nor disbelieve.”

Shmuel Gorr has no doubts about the existence of
God and of his relationship, personal and direct with his

“dear Lord”. His poetry rings with serenity and certitudes.
For him, mankind resides;

In the snug-warm comfort of our
Nocturnal Citadel we live

and then relive our microcosmic
world of Truth; of joys and fears.

“JEWISH WRITING FROM DOWN UNDER” is
an excellent book for everyone, every age and every
denomination.

1. It ought to be here mentioned that, for various reasons, the names of Aviva Layton and
Leonie Sperling were not passed on to the editors of the anthology by their Australian-based
correspondent. Sil

2. No such article was available at the time of gathering of material for inclusion.

Esther Oviss, born in Warsaw, and an immigrant to Australia at the age of twelve, has
a Bachelor of Arts (Monash) in Politics, a Bachelor of Arts (Victorian State College, Toorak)
in Literature and Jewish history and a Diploma of Education.

Anyone interested in purchasing the book may contact Serge Liberman at 16 Ward Ave.,
North Caulfield.

Emancipation as Personal Struggle

The Case of Simon Hamburger

Jewish emancipation, in the strict sense, refers to
the constitutional and legal process by which Jews were
given civil rights. In Germany this prospect began to be
discussed seriously in the late eighteenth century; but
it became a political reality only in the wake of the French
Revolution. In some German states emancipation was
directly imposed under the Napoleonic occupation. In
Prussia, it was introduced as an element in the general
reform and reorganization of the State after the disastrous
military defeat of 1807. Thanks to the edict of 1812
Prussian Jews could become citizens; but there were
many rights still denied them, and the process of
complete emancipation was to last another sixty years.

Of course, emancipation meant more than a new
legal status as a citizen. It carried with it the promise
of liberation from the enclosed world of ghetto culture,
and of liberation from poverty and the social contempt
which that poverty engendered. In these senses
emancipation could be understood as an individual
challenge to be met, rather than a simple change in legal
status dictated by the state. It encompassed the myriad
ways in which Jews adapted ancient values and behaviour
patterns to the new possibilities which citizenship held
out.

The response of German Jews to these enticing
opportunities is often summed up in the term
“assimilation”, a word which has recently acquired, both
in Jewish circles and in the community generally, a
pejorative tone. The hallmarks of German-Jewish
assimilation have become familiar cliches: Reform
Judaism, with its German services and organs and top-
hats and bourgeois respectability; or baptism as the
entree card to European civilization; or intermarriage. And
whichever path to modernity the German Jews chose to
tread, they seemed always to be parading an excessive,
even absurd, display of German national sentiment. In
attempting to demonstrate their worthiness as citizens,
German Jews — it is sometimes argued — sold their
birth-right for the illusion that if they behaved like
Germans, then they would be fully accepted as Germans.

There is, of course, some truth in this picture. But

John Foster

the diaries of humble men and women like Simon
Hamburger — a Siberian Jew who eventually emigrated
to Victoria in 1853 — suggest that the speed and degree
of this assimilationist response have been frequently
exaggerated. Especially in the eastern provinces, in
Siberia, in Posen, but even in Berlin, traditional Jewish
values survived powerfully through the nineteenth century,
and the transformation of Jewish life was far more subtle
than the wholesale abandonment of old values and
identities.

Simon Hamburger was born in the Upper Silesian
village of Gross-Dombrowka. The year was 1818, six years
after the Prussian emancipation decree, but the exact date
was not recorded. According to Hamburger’s diary, his
mother knew only that it was the eighth day after
Pfingsten (the German term for the Christian feast of
Pentecost, and which in Jewish usage referred to
Shuvuos), and throughout his life he continued to
celebrate his birthday as a movable feast according to
the Jewish calendar. Had he cared, he could certainly have
ascertained the particular day in the public (or Christian)
calendar. But apparently he did not care; and in this
symbolic detail of private life he maintained the link with
the world of tradition.

Despite his birth into a poor family in a remote
village, Simon Hamburger was intent from an early age
on making his way in society. He began with one great
advantage. In more prosperous times his father had been
a minor community official in Hamburg — hence the
family name — and had acquired there a profound regard
for the German language. In passing this on to his
children, the father bestowed on the son the most
important qualification for entering into the world of
German culture. His formal education proceeded, in fits
and starts, in a number of private households and sub-
standard Jewish schools in which, as he recalled with
distaste, the teachers spoke in a contemptible mish-mash
of German and Polish and Hebrew. But at home, on
Shabbat, with his father he translated passages of the
Bible into German, and claimed to have learned more
on that one day of the week than in all of the rest together.
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This education, such as it was, provided the meagre
basis for a career. With younger children in the family
to be cared for, at the age of thirteen Simon was sent
out to earn his way in the world; for, as his father
somewhat defensively explained, the religious law did not
oblige a father to provide for his son beyond that age.
In this case tradition sanctified necessity.

Simon was found a place as a family tutor. For the
next few years he moved from post to post, landing a
job for a time in the Jewish Community school at Neisse,
and eventually receiving an official teaching qualification
from the State Teaching Seminar, at Ober-Glogau.
Admirable as this teenage progress may seem, he was
dissatisfied. In the early nineteenth century elementary
school-teaching enjoyed low prestige and still lower
remuneration; and so, at the age of twenty-two, in 1840,
Simon decided to move to the provincial capital of
Breslau, and to seek a position for himself in business.

That decision of an unimportant provincial
schoolmaster reveals a great deal about Jewish responses
to emancipation. Although he complained in his diary
about the effects of teaching on his health, the real
motivation for this change of direction was the lure of
independence. In the prayers which Simon confided to
his diary, he constantly entreated God to free him from
servitude, from working for others and depending on
others for his daily bread. This very common Jewish desire
for economic independence is frequently attributed to a
fear of antisemitism, and a reluctance to work in
subordinate positions in which Jews can be victimized.
With Simon Hamburger this was not the case. In fact
his prayer was that God would restore to him the
independence with which all people are endowed by
nature. This aspiration had nothing to do with anti-
semitism, and a great deal to do with the individualistic
ideology of the nineteenth-century bourgeoisie. Servitude,
in the way in which Hamburger spoke of it, is neither
against the law of nature nor of God. In the language
of traditional piety, Hamburger was developing a new
attitude, which expressed the compatibility between
Jewish self-interest and the individualist principle of the
capitalist economy, a co-incidence of interest which is the
key to the rapid integration of Jews into German society.

The decision to abandon the life of a schoolmaster
entailed a move to Breslau, and then, a few years later,
to Frankfurt-on-the-Oder, and ultimately to Berlin. This
was a pattern of geographical mobility which became
familiar to thousands of German Jews in the nineteenth
century. They moved from country villages to the
provincial towns and then to the greater metropolitan
centres of Breslau, Frankfurt, Cologne and Berlin.
Frequently it was the successful Jews who made these
moves, to expand their businesses, to find a more
advantageous position at the hub of the new railway
networks, to seek better schooling for their children, to
study at a University, to practise in the professions, or
to write for a prestigious metropolitan journal. But there
were also poor Jews, and ambitious ones, for whom the
big city was a magnet, and Simon Hamburger was typical
of these. Once again, Jewish self-interest coincided with
one of the great transformations of the nineteenth
century, the process of urbanisation. In choosing to live
in cities, just as in aspiring to economic independence,

German Jews were not so much assimilating as co-
operating, even pioneering, in the creation of a new
society.

Significantly, it was when Hamburger moved to
Breslau that he began to keep his diary. It would serve
to measure his moral development, and to mirror his
progress in the accumulation of virtue. His cardinal
concern was a quintessentially middle class passion for
self-improvement. Having found a poorly paid position
as a clerk with a Jewish produce merchant, he
immediately began to study, and to pay from his meagre
income for a course of instruction in book-keeping. Then,
although his diary entries are written in a beautifully clear
hand, he decided that his handwriting needed improving
— an important skill for a nineteenth-century book-keeper
— and he took a course of instruction in that. In Neisse
he had taught himself French in his leisure hours, and
now he took up English as well. Then it seemed
worthwhile to pay for swimming lessons, and after that,
as his circle of acquaintances in Breslau widened, he
joined a reading circle which set itself the task of going
through a History of the World. This process of self-
education, often acquired at considerable cost, was a
typical strand in the pattern of Jewish emancipation, but
it did not necessarily imply that the good bourgeois, who
was the end product of the process, would cease to be
a good Jew.

The passion for self-improvement was closely related
to a highly developed sense of the value of time. The
careful husbanding of time was a prime bourgeois virtue,
and the way Simon Hamburger spent his day in a classic
example of the self-discipline on which middle-class
society — whether German or Jewish — was built. He
described one such day in October, 1842. He rose at six
to a breakfast of a carrot, a thin soup and a three-
pfenning bread roll provided by his landlady. After saying
his morning prayers he was in the office by eight, where
he remained until midday. He lunched between twelve
and one; between one and two o'clock he read French,
and then returned to the office till six. Between six and
eight he instructed a young man in book-keeping, and
took his supper — soup and a bread roll again — at the
same time. From eight till nine he took English lessons,
except for one day in the week, when he attended a
lecture by Abraham Geiger, the Reform rabbi in Breslau,
on Jewish history. Then there followed two hours with
the reading circle on World History. He was home again
by eleven where, as he wrote, “another carrot was waiting
for me, and | read French in bed till midnight”.

This strict regimen was maintained, somewhat self-
consciously, even on Sundays. “When most young people
are riding or walking,” the diary continued, “l sit at home
with my English grammar; when other young people
amuse themselves at billiards, or a whist party, or in a
coffee-shop, | go at the most for a walk. Where they
happily spend their money on amusements, my recreation
is serious and restrained”. There was a hint of the prig
about Simon Hamburger, but there was also the fact that
he was poor. It was difficult to save much as a junior
clerk, and he was constantly plagued with the problem
of paying his bills. “O God, help me!” he wrote at the
end of this particular entry, “Where am | to find the
money | need? But | must not despair. God who has
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always helped me, will continue to do so: Blessed be the
Name of the Lord, Amen!”.

Poverty heightened his attachment to a third
bourgeois value — the social virtue of respectability. While
his internal self-respect seemed to depend heavily on
pride in his scrupulous honesty, he was at the same time
extremely conscious of the value of appearances. And
that meant, primarily, clothes. Poverty was no sin, but
to advertise it was foolish. “| have every cause to be
grateful to my Creator,” he noted, “if | can simply appear
decently in society. Nobody can see inside the
stomach.”

Neither self-improvement, nor thrift, nor
respectability brought Hamburger much immediate
success. In fact he never managed to establish himself
independently in Breslau, and his attempted partnership
in a wine and cigar business in Berlin in 1847 also failed.
Nevertheless he had adopted in full measure the recipe
for success. What he lacked was capital, a bit of luck,
and the right contacts.

The values to which Simon Hamburger’s diary
testifies are typical of the fundamental Jewish response
to the opportunities which emancipation offered. In all
of these ways Jewish self-interest coincided with the
development of a new industrial and commercial
bourgeoisie in Germany; and it was this coincidence,
rather than the assimilation of German values as such,
which helped German Jews to advance so rapidly. As far
as Hamburger was concerned, his social aspirations were
quite compatible with maintaining his sense of
Jewishness. He moved exclusively in Jewish circles both
in Breslau and Berlin; and throughout the entire thousand
pages of the diary there is no hint that he ever saw the
inside of a Christian household — or, for that matter, that
he was ever invited. This cannot simply be explained by
reason of his orthodoxy. He was no separatist; and he
was apparently quite happy to attend the lectures of a
Reform rabbi, and to frequent the homes of friends far
less observant than himself. The explanation for the
exclusively Jewish milieu in which he moved lies in the
fact that in many — perhaps most — parts of Germany,
Jewish society was still largely self-contained; and for the
most part, German Jews were content that this should
be so. German Jewry had a much stronger sense of its
social identity than the assimilationist myth allows.

Nevertheless, it would be idle to deny that significant
changes were beginning to erode traditional values. In
Simon Hamburger, the most striking sign of this was his
flamboyant romanticism. His diary is littered with self-
centred politic effusions, depicting the vicissitudes of his
life with all the stock imagery of German romantic
literature. This was more than a literary pose; it accorded
with his disapproval of arranged marriages and his
strictures against “the role of Mammon” in Jewish
marriages. Yet in this he was less than honest with
himself. The romantic view of love and marriage certainly
fitted with his sense of individualism and the cult of self-
promotion, but it was also well tailored to the needs of
a poor man with ambitions. For if such a man happened
to fall in love with a girl from a wealthy family, and if
love managed to triumph over the financial objections
of her unromantic parents, then he was well on the way

to achieving his aims. And that is what Simon Hamburger
did.

In 1847, in Berlin, after several earlier flirtations, he
fell in love with Henrietta Wolff, the daughter of a
prosperous Jewish merchant.

The father objected, but after twelve months his
resistance was finally overcome and the couple were
married. Henrietta brought with her a large dowry, which
provided the means to establish the pair on a country
estate some thirty miles from Berlin. Simon Hamburger’s
emancipation from poverty appeared to be over; and in
the same year the revolution of 1848 rekindled his hopes
for the complete political emancipation of German Jewry.

It was not to be. Hamburger was always fascinated
by the sudden fluctuations in his personal fortunes; but
he was quite unprepared for the series of devastating
blows which now descended on him. The revolution
failed, and by 1849 it was clear that hopes of complete
emancipation were illusory . . . Then the newly acquired
estate was struck by fire; the barns and the hay-sheds
were burned down, the insurance was inadequate, and
creditors began to press for repayments which he was
unable to make. Then Henrietta fell ill, apparently of
consumption; and within a year she was dead.
Hamburger buried her in the Berlin cemetery, at the same
time fending off the attempts of his father-in-law to
reclaim the dowry. This triple misfortune amounted. to
a spectacular personal disaster; and it is a reminder of
how precarious was the toe-hold which many German
Jews had secured on the ladder of success. They risked
a lot, and though the successes were many, so too were
the failures.

At the age of thirty-three, in 1851, Simon Hamburger
decided to close his account with his Prussian homeland.
He moved briefly to England in search of a fresh start
in the business world; but when both his parents died
a few months later, nothing further bound him to a
Europe so full of disappointments. He decided to
emigrate. In this, too, he stands as a kind of representative
figure. For many German Jews emigration offered a way
out of the restrictions which life in Germany still
frequently imposed. Jewish expectations had changed
more quickly than German realities. In the 1840s and
1850s a great wave of German Jewish migrants crossed
the Atlantic, taking a final personal step on the road to
emancipation. Hamburger now took that step, with a
difference. On the morning of April 16, 1853, he landed
in Melbourne.

Here the struggle to establish himself began again,
and this time it was attended by a modest, but lasting
success. He went to Ballarat, established a small
business, and was elected President of the Jewish
Community within a year of his arrival. Eventually he
remarried; two sons were born; and the last entry in the
diary of his emancipation records the birth of a daughter.
She was named Rosa Sophia Henrietta, after his mother,
the mother of his wife, and “after the name of my dear
departed first wife, Henrietta Wolff”. In that name the
child entered into the full inheritance of her father’s
emancipation, begun in the poverty of an Upper Silesian
village, cruelly frustrated in Berlin, and finally realized
in the booming gold town of Ballarat.
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DEAD EYES

The big mistake | made was to arrive in a new city
by train instead of by aeroplane. In retrospect | can
concede my critics were quite right to look askance. A
twelve hour journey in ancient rolling stock that ends at
eight o'clock in the morning on a soot covered platform
cannot be compared to stepping off a shiny plane after
being pampered on a two hour flight.

From the former, you arrive looking like a refugee;
from the latter, full of purpose and, even if you are broke,
the rapid transposition from one metropolis to another
leaves no time for introspection. The change is no greater
than going from one level on a department store escalator
to another. The Jews on Level One are the same as those
on the floor below. But arriving by train is akin to using
the store’s fire escape stairs. The inference, clear to all,
is that you are fleeing across a border.

All of which is perfectly true. | was rejected in one
city and wanted to start life anew in another.

Do you know Yiddish? That unique lingua franca of
the Jews of Europe? | don’t, having been born in this
country of Anglo-Jewish parents. Yet one phrase | quickly
learned in my new city means ‘a nothing from nowhere’.
My girl’s father used it to describe me to her uncles and
aunts: A ‘gornisht fon gornisht’, they labelled me as they
drank their lemon tea with the spoon still in the glass.
Her uncle flatly declared that | might just as well be a

0y.

But they could not disprove my being a Jew; they
could not take that away from me any more than | could
sunder myself from it. What they really meant was that
| had no family, no ‘yichus’. | learned a lot of Yiddish
very quickly, all the disparaging words. ‘Yichus’ meant
that | had no background, no picture album showing
frock-coated gentlemen with their hands on the shoulders
of stern faced matriarchs. Not even a sepia print of myself
in a shawl, taken at my circumcision. | learned from my
girl’s father how necessary he considered these signposts
of life, these border crossings where one must produce
a passport to make one’s progress.

My girl’s family had them in abundance. Passports
in drawers and on the sideboards crowded with
photographs of those that went up the chimneys of
Poland and Germany, as though they had all died
honourable deaths so that the survivors could now sit
in plush livingrooms and pass judgement on me. | had
only crossed a meandering river that served as a State
border but | had carelessly neglected to bring with me
tangible proof of background. The deeper my girl’s family
probed with their clever, convoluted questioning, the less
| told them or felt obliged to tell them.

Who was the intruder in this country, | asked myself
bitterly. They with their new found affluence, secret
language and brassbound trunks in their basements
(never disposed of for fear of another hurried exodus) or

By ALAN COLLINS

me: thin, light framed and fair haired with a cheap fibre
suitcase under a bed in a rooming house.

| bought my girl a diamond ring so that her world
could see we were engaged. Her uncle looked at it
through a magnifying glass and told her it was cracked.
| knew that. My girl did too. She was with me when we
bought it but she didn’t care. She loved me and she loved
its size and how it sat high in the silver claws and would
not shame her among her girl friends.

| think she loved me also because | was thin and
fair haired and we could sit in the half-light in my room
and she could eat cheap food and drink coffee with me
from the one cup.

Why did | not come to him, my girl’s father said,
when his brother had pronounced the stone to be flawed.
Why did | not ask him for the money to buy a real stone.
And from there he worked his way back through a
catechism of my shortcomings: why did | not live like
‘a mensch’ in nice surroundings? Why did | not dress
more stylishly, work at a more acceptable trade? And
finally, why did | not ask his permission to marry his
daughter?

But it was not too late, he averred. Not too late
to . . . the question hung in the air for a moment before
he withdrew his wallet. You could go back north, be with
your own people. Take, take whatever you need to start
again — up there.

More money than | had ever seen in my life before.
The notes fluttered down on the table like soiled, broken
butterflies. | staod quietly with my eyes down. A few more
notes drifted down.

What do you say, my boy? In two hours, on a plane,
you could be somebody.

All the dead eyes on the sideboard watched me. They
told me not to be a fool, they reproached me for my
inability to grasp a chance they had let slip. Stay, they
said, and you will be consumed by him. Such a family
will suffocate you because you are thin and unable to
resist. And this is because you have no ‘yichus’ to sustain
you. This is the Jewish equation: yichus = money = life.
He is teaching you a valuable lesson. Listen and learn.

| showed my girl’s father my birth certificate, freshly
obtained to prove my existence. | held it up and showed
the dead eyes. | read it to them:

BORN ON ... BORN AT ... BORN
TO ... FATHER ... MOTHER.

| turned to the dead eyes. It does not state religion.
That was the cause of your deaths, wasn't it? Thank you
for the lesson. I've nearly got it right, haven’t I?

Now watch me, dead eyes. See what | have learned.
| take this match and | burn this certificate and the ash
floats down on the money.
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JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE &
NATIONAL LIBRARY
“KADIMAH”

Management for the Year 1985

President:
Mr. J. Sher, J.P.

Vice-Presidents:
Mr. I. Apelowicz, Mr. B. Wajcman

Hon. Secretary:
Mr. M. Ajzenbud

Hon. Treasurer:
Mr. J. Winkler

Assistant Hon. Treasurer:
Mrs. H. Rosenbaum

Chairman of the House Committee:
Mrs. R. Butt

Chairman of Youth Activities:
Mr. A. Dafner

Chairman of the Chess Club:
Mr. M. Topiol

Committee:
Mr. H. Binstock
Mrs. L. Gotlib
Mrs. ‘R. Leuita
Mr. L. Koltynuk
Mr. H. Nusbaum
Mr. M. Rabinowicz
Mr. H. Shulklaper

Secretary:
Mrs. 1. Warszawski

Hon. Solicitor:
Mr. S. Wolski, L.L.B.

Auditor:
Mr. S. Burstin

Librarian:
Mr. G. Warszawski

Administrator “Melbourne Chronicle”
Mr. L. Wald

Chairman of the Cultural Sub-Committee:
Mr. H. Bachrach

Chairman of Editorial Sub-Committee:
Mr. M. Ajzenbud

Chairman of Library Sub-Committee:
Mr. B. Wiener

Assistant Chairman of Library Sub-Committee:
Mr. M. Burston

Chairman of the Control Sub-Committee:
Mr. H. Brown

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE
73RD YEAR OF KADIMAH ACTIVITIES

1984 has been a year of tense happenings in the
Jewish world, the most important one being the elections
to the Israeli Knesset. Those elections produced a political
stalemate and as a result both major parties were
compelled to enter into an uneasy coalition. The post of
Prime Minister will be shared by Labor’s Shimon Peres
and Likud’s Itzchok Shamir.

In the international arena the problem of immigration
of Russian Jews is still very acute in face of the complete
stopping of the immigration of Russian Jews to Israel and
elsewhere.

The Kadimah activities centred on lectures from
prominent Jewish intellectuals. This year we had as our
guest speaker Mr. Sholem Cholawski, a prominent
member of the Mapam party in Israel.

An important task in the Kadimah activities is being
done by the David Herman theatre group. This year they
gave a very successful performance under the direction
of the Israeli actress Rose Turkov.

The Young Theatre is fastly becoming a permanent
cultural addition in our activities, giving this year the play
“Anna Frank”, and with great artistic achievernent and
support from the Jewish public.

The Hazomir Choir, subsidised by the Kadimah, is
continuing its useful work in the Jewish community.

The Kadimah is an integral part of the new
established Jewish Holocaust Centre.

Our representatives on the Jewish Board of Deputies
are: Moshe Rabinowicz, lzaad Apelowicz, Chaim
Shulklaper, and Mrs. L. Gottiel is our representative on
the Heritage and Educational Committees.

The following organisations are receiving our halls
free of charge: the Sholem Aleichem College (Day School,
Sunday School and the Kindergartens); The Tuesday Club
for elderly people and the Kalushiner Song Competition.

Great attention is being given to the Kadimah Library.
This year we bought a substantial amount of Yiddish
books. We arranged a sale of Yiddish books and in this
way we are bringing Yiddish books into the Jewish home.

THE JOURNAL
“MELBOURNE CHRONICLE”

The journal was founded in December 1975, since
which time 44 issues have been published. Each issue
contained both an English and Yiddish section. The
Yiddish is named, ‘“Melbourne Bleter”’, and the English
“The Melbourne Chronicle”.
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Its editorial board consists of the following members:
M. Ajzenbud, H. Bachrach, I. M. Lewin, Administration:
J. Winkler, B. Wald.

This report concerns the five issues February-
December 1984 of which time very important events in
Jewish life in general, as well as in Israel and in Australia,
have been dealt with.

The editors of the English section were Dr. Serge
Liberman and after his resignation — Mrs. Yvonne Fein
took over.

The journal brought an excellent response from the
Jewish literary world, and we have received a number
of articles, and other works on various themes with
requests for publication. Unfortunately, we are limited
in space available, the reason being that we are working
with a substantial financial deficit, and we cannot afford
to burden the Kadimah budget any more than we already
have.

Our Annual Concert was held at the Classic Theatre
on 25th November.

Our second Supper Dance was held on 1st
December, 1984.

The Choir sang at Caulfield Park on the 2nd
December to celebrate Victoria’s 150 years.

We will be holding elections on the 11th December,
also a break up party for Choir members, Families and
friends.

The Choir will be giving a concert on 18th December
at the Montefiore Homes to celebrate Chanukah.

The Choir has been invited to Sydney by the Jewish
Board of Deputies to sing at the Convention of Holocaust

survivors, also to celebrate Lag Bomer, taking place on
9th May, 1985.

CHESS CLUB

The Kadimah Chess Club, Selwyn Street,
Elsternwick, is open from 2.00 p.m.-7.00 p.m. every
Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday. The Chess Club
has been very well attended during the year.

We have 50 players. We are the biggest and best
Jewish Chess Club in Australia. We are the 3rd best
Chess Club in Victoria.

Our players are from the top players in Victoria,
including Kagan, Gurevitch, Saher, Kalish and Valaef.
Valaef won the 1st prize in the Jewish Championships,
Gurevitch won 2nd prize.

We are in contact with Hakoah Chess Club (N.S.W.).
We hope to arrange an inter-club match by telecast.

Our club is very well attended. This year we have
10 new members, including Davis, Wein, Blum,
Felchew . . .

| am extremely pleased to say that Kadimah has a
very high standard of play. New members are always
welcome. Also we take beginners and offer them tuition.
Membership fees are $10.00 for adults, $7.50 for
pensioners and students.

Anyone interested should contact the president Mr.
Morris Topial, Private: 528 2287, Business: 528 2395.

THE HAZOMIR CHOIR 1984

Rehearsals commenced on 22nd January, 1984.

Our soloist, Sylvia Portek sang at a Kadimah function
on 3rd April.

The Choir gave a concert for the elderly sick people
at the Montefiore Ashwood Hospital on 3rd April, 1984.

The Choir sang at the Warsaw Ghetto

Commemoration on the 28th April at the Melbourne
Town Hall.

The Choir was invited by the Jewish Cultural Centre
and Hakoah Club in Sydney to give a concert at the
Hakoah Club. It was decided to give a concert on 9th
June, 1984 (Queen’s Birthday). About 24 Choir members
went and it was a very successful concert.

Our Supper Dance was held on 23rd June.

DAVID HERMAN THEATRE

It is with a light hand and easy mind that we present
the report of the work of the David Herman Theatre for
the season of 1984, as this has proven itself one of the
most successful of recent years.

The guest director and actress Rosa Turkow began
working with the D.H.T. in 1982 when she directed the
Israeli comedy “Come Home My Son”. She already
showed her understanding of the stage and team-work
with the theatre group back then, when the production
proved very successful.

In 1983 she was once again invited, to direct the
play “Joy from Children” which also had left a good
impression amongst the audiences of that year.

It was this year’s production however, which had
surpassed all our expectations previously created by Rosa
Turkow’s work. Her production of Z. Kalmanovich’s folk
comedy “The Distinguished Guest”, which had been
modernised by Rosa and her late husband Zygmund
Turkow, played seven times to packed houses, and would
have continued to play on. Unfortunately, Rosa’s visa had
expired and she was forced to return home to Israel.

The show had great response from the regular
Yiddish theatre audience, and attracted a new audience,
amongst them it may be worth stressing were present
many younger people not seen at the Yiddish theatre
before.

The executive of the D.H.T. has decided to invite Rosa
Turkow for the coming year’s season, and are convinced
that the revitalization of the local Yiddish Theatre will
continue.

Whilst staying in Melbourne, Rosa and other
members of the D.H.T. took part in various presentations

and evenings at the Kadimah, including the Tuesday
Club’s.

The committee of the D.H.T. had during the year held
a series of meetings and organized several family evenings
for the whole group.

The D.H.T. has donated a substantial sum of money
to the Holocaust Centre and Museum.

The committee of the D.H.T. comprises the following
members: Rachel Levita, Leah Tziker, Mira Pfau, Paula
/altman, Meir Ceprow, Abraham Wiguszyn, Mendl
Szmerling, Lew Koltiniuk, and Yasha Sher.
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Youth & Children’s Yiddish Theatres at
the Kadimah

It is a rare institution which boasts around 50 young
people between the ages of 11 and late 30’s, who over
a year meet to rehearse and play Yiddish theatre. Perhaps
this would be less surprising in a city boasting millions
of Jewish inhabitants, but the fact that this happens
around the Kadimah, in Melbourne, is something worth
shouting about.

After their highly acclaimed production of “The Diary
of Anne Frank”, in 1983, the group undertook a search
for new, comtemporary work in Yiddish drama, and
attempted to create their own impetus through workshops
and meetings with local writers. Amongst these were
Dobke Apelowicz, whose excellent translations of previous
work for the YYI. produced such creative, collaborative
efforts as “The Price”, and “The Diary of Anne Frank”
in Yiddish. The group hopes to g0 on with one of her
own original pieces in the near future.

In the meantime, work has begun on another of
Dobke’s translations, the hilarious comedy “Shtern fun
Broadvay”, (Sunshine Boys). This outstanding comedy
from the brilliant pen of Neil Simon, will have its premier
in early March ’85, at the Kadimah Theatre.

Probably the most exciting development during 1984
has been the creation of a children’s Yiddish theatre
group. Organized by members of the YY.I's Alex Dafner
and Shifi Gomolinski-Burstin, together with some very
able young people keen on Yiddish and drama, this group
boasts some 12 regular members who have met and
worked well together, since first forming and performing
for the 1984 youth Holocaust commemoration. The
group is currently working on a historical Australian-
Yiddish musical, which will coincide with the 150th
anniversary and international year of youth celebrations
in 1985.

Although a lot of work has been going on behind
the stage, the YYT. was also active in one significant and
sad presentation in 1984. With great sorrow and sense
of personal loss came the news of the premature death
of actress, director Fay Mokotow, who was a founding
member of the YYI. and its earliest driving force. To
commemorate her great contribution to Yiddish and
Australian theatre, a Tribute to Fay Mokotow was staged
at the Kadimah theatre on the 5th of August. The moving
and memorable evening was produced by the YYI. and
was a cooperative effort with prominent members of the
Australian stage, together with close colleagues of Fay’s.
This was performed in Yiddish and English, and used
a variety of stage, song, film and speech presentations
as a tribute to Fay’s talents and tremendous efforts.

Members of the YY.I. also took part in various
evenings at the Kadimah, and contributed throughout
the year to the Yiddish Youth Program on radio 3-EA.

After some excellent preparations during 1984, the
Yiddish Youth and Children’s Theatres are looking forward
to some excellent productions starting with “Shtern fun
Brodway” in March 1985.

THE LIBRARY

In the year 1984, the ““Kadimah’’ library continued
its usual activities. A considerable amount of recently
published Yiddish books, and some English books
dealing with Jewish problems, were bought. Gifts of
books by private donors continued to come in. Yiddish
newspapers and periodicals, local and overseas, are
received regularly and the public is invited to come and
read them.

There was not a significant change as to the amount
of readers. The well stocked up Yiddish section of the
library is frequented by readers, mostly in the older age
bracket; the well-organised English section — by readers
of the younger generation. The older readers, in their
majority pensioners, have a lot of free time, and they
are taking advantage of this by devoting it to reading.
In order not to be obliged to travel every week to the
library, which would for some be a difficult task, many
readers borrow more books and keep them for the
maximum term allowed of four weeks.

To “Kadimah” — members books are lent free of
change while non-members had to pay a small charge
per book borrowed.

The library is open on Sundays from 11 a.m. to
1.00 p.m., or by arrangement.

YIDDISH RADIO PROGRAMMES

The four Yiddish radio broadcasts on radio station
3EA have established themselves as important events
to the Yiddish audience in Melbourne.

On Monday at 5.30 p.m. — Yiddish Youth
programme. Yiddish literature and community
information. On Wednesday at 11.00 a.m. — Yiddish
Schools & Kindergarten Programme. On Friday at
4.30 p.m. — Politics, Interviews, News & Music. On
Sunday at 10.30 a.m. — Music, Commentaries and
Humour.

The Kadimah was the institution that inaugurated
the Yiddish Radio programmes. It would be extremely
useful to have the listeners participate in the broadcasts
— to the extent that their comments and suggestions
regarding the programmes may help the broadcasters
in catering more for the listeners.

THE JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE

The Jewish Holocaust Centre was established
through the co-operation of two Jewish institutions: the
Kadimah and the Federation of Polish Jews. The grand
opening took place on 4th March 1984 with the
participation of 1500 Jewish people from all walks of life.

The general director of Yad-Vashem in Jerusalem
came especially, on our invitation, and he performed the
official opening of this important new institution. We had
as our guests the Israeli Ambassador Mr. Isakhar-Ben-
Yakov; representatives of the official Jewish organisations
(Board of Deputies, E.C.A.J., State Zionist Council); also
Mr. Nevill Jamah from London, Lady Mayoress of
Caulfield, State Parliamentarian McCutchen, Mr. lan
McPhee, M.H.R., Rabbi Chaim Gutnik and others.
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The opening ceremony, on a grand scale, left a great
impression on the Jewish community. We could see this
from the generous donations that flowed in to the centre
and the warm welcome we receive constantly from
various quarters in the Jewish and general communities.
More than fifty school groups from various schools in
Melbourne and the country already have visited the
Holocaust Centre. Nearly all of them have been hearing
about Jews and they are learning about our tragic past
in the Second World War.

This is a highly valuable task and the Kadimah is
really proud to be associated in this venture. But it is
only the beginning. It is a constant task to be continued
and improved daily. This is being done with the help of
the voluntary Ladies committee, under the guidance of
Mina Fink, who made it possible to start building this
Centre. The Ladies’ Voluntary Committee is performing
a great duty by arranging the inspection of school pupils’
visits to the Centre; giving them the necessary
explanations and background to understand the horror
pictures on display.

The representatives of the Kadimah in the centre’s
executive committee are: Mr. Bono Wiener (Co-
President), Mr. Yasha Sher (Co-Vice-President), Mr.
Hershel Bachrach (Co-Treasurer), Mr. Moshe Ajzenbud
(Co-Secretary), Mr. Josel Winkler is acting as deputy to
Mr. Wiener.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Committee wishes to express thanks and
appreciation to Mr. S. Wolski, LL.B., Hon. Solicitor, for
his volunteer services rendered to our institution during
the past year; the ‘“‘Australian Jewish News” and
“Yiddishe Nayes’ for the space allocated for the notices
and reports of the “Kadimah” activities; the Ladies’
Auxiliary for the help in arranging the ‘‘Kadimah”
functions; and to all those who contributed to our
activities.

“KADIMAH”

Report of Cultural Events for the year 1984

(1) 4/03/84 — Ceremonial Opening of the Holocaust
Museum and Centre in the presence of honorary
guests; Dr Itzhak Arad, Director General Yad-
Vashem, Jerusalem; representatives of the
Australian and Victorian Governments and
Opposition; reps. of the Israeli Embassy; other
prominent figures from local and overseas
communities. Mr Bachrach and Mr Wiener spoke
on behalf of the “KADIMAH”. Songs were
presented by Mrs R. Zufi with the accompaniment
of Miss M. Rochlin.

(2) 11/03/'84 — Festive opening of the cultural season
of the Kadimah, with refreshments, and set tables.
Speakers, Bono Wiener, Moishe Ajzenbud. Artistic
program, Ms Sylvia Portek sang with the
accompaniment of Miss Miriam Rochlin, humour
item and chairmanship under Mr Yasha Sher.

(3) 25/03/84 — Group lecture evening with Dr.
Verstandig; Mr B. Wiener, Mr S. Rozenkrantz.
Chairman: Mr H. Bachrach.

)
®)

6)

@)

®)

)

(10)

(11

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

1/04/°84 — The 72nd Annual General Meeting of
the “Kadimah”.

28/04’84 — The 41st Warsaw Ghetto
Commemoration and Remembrance Service in
honour of the 6 million martyrs, partisans, ghetto
fighters, and servicemen. Organized by the Vic.
Board of Deputies and Jewish Cultural Centre and
National Library “Kadimah”, Zionist Federation,
B’nai B’rit, Organization of Partizan-Front fighters
and all organizations allied to the V.J.B.D.

Speakers: Dr Sholem Cholawski, Israel. (Yiddish
Speaker). Prof. Louis Waller, Vic. (English Speaker).
Artistic Prog: “Hazomir Choir”, Pupil Choirs of the
Sholem Aleichem, Bialik, Yavneh, Peretz, Mt
Scopus and Yeshivah schools and colleges.

2/05/’'84 — Festive welcoming for the guest
lecturer, Dr Sholem Cholawski from Israel.
Greetings from “Kadimah”, Y. Sher, H. Bachrach.
Inaugural lecture: “Israel — A cornerstone of
progress in the Middle East.” Chairman, Mr Y. Sher.

9/05/'84 — The 2nd lecture by guest lecturer Dr
S. Cholawski; “Moishe Kulbak on the flagstaff of
the tragedy of Soviet Jewry.” Chairman H. Bachrah.

13/05/'84 — The 3rd lecture by guest lecturer Dr
S. Cholawski: “The Spiritual Heritage of Eastern
European Jewry” Chairman M. Ajzenbud.

16/05/'84 — The 4th lecture by guest lecturer Dr
S. Cholawski: “The Kibbutz Movement — A Jewish
and Universal Hope.” Chairman, M. Burstin.

20/05/°'84 — The 5th lecture by guest lecturer Dr
S. Cholawski: “Shlonski — The Mentor of the
Modern Hebrew Poetry.” Chairman, Y. Winkler.

23/05/°'84 — The 6th lecture by guest lecturer Dr
S. Cholawski:  “Jewishness and our
Cultural/Antecedents.” Chairman, B. Wajsman.

26/05/'84 — Festive celebration marking the 70th
birthday of the president of the “Kadimah” and
Chairman of the David Herman Theatre, Mr Yasha
Sher. Greeting by: M. Ajzenbud, M. Shmerling, R.
Zablud, Dr S. Cholawski, A. Sokolowitcz, written
greetings and congratulations from a variety of
institutions and personalities, in Australia. Artistic
Programme: the Starikov brothers, Rivka Zufi,
Miriam Rochlin, Neli Shkolnikova, Sasha Semietzky
and the celebrants grandchildren Deby, David M.C.,
Simcha Wolski.

27/05/'84 — The 7th lecture by guest speaker Dr
S. Cholawski on the topic: “Forty Years after the
Ghetto Uprisings — A Historical Perspective.”
Chairman, A. Dafner.

3/06/’'84 — Ceremonial Farewell Evening for Dr
Sholom Cholawski, at set tables, and the 8th and
final lecture by the guest speaker on the theme:
“On the Rivers of Poland: /Through Manger’s
Poetry.” A review of S. Cholawski’s lectures given
by M. Ajzenbud. Chairman Y. Sher.

1/05/'84 — lecture by Dr S. Cholawski in the
Jewish Folk Centre, Sydney, on: “Israel — A
cornerstone of progress in the Middle East.
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(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

1)

(2)

(23)

(26)

R7)
(28)

(29)

16

4/06/'84 — lecture by Dr S. Cholawski in the
Jewish Folk Centre in Sydney.

9/06/'84 — The Choir was invited by the Jewish
Cultural Centre and Hakoah Club in Sydney to give
a concert at the Hakoah Club.

13/06/'84 — lecture by English-Jewish writer
Emanuel Litvinoff on Soviet Jewry, in English, with
chairmanship of Alex Dafner.

1/07/’84 — Festive launching of Yankev
Rozenberg’s book of poetry “Snow in the Spring.”
Organized jointly by the “Kadimah”, Book Club,
and the Lodzer Centre. Officiating: S. Bennett, A.
Tzikert, Y. Rozenberg, Artistic Programme: Starikov
brothers, Yasha Sher, F. Mrocki, Chairman: Y. Sher.

29/07/84 — Family Supper Evening at set tables.
official speakers, B. Wiener on: “A Greeting from
Yiddish communities in New York, Montreal, Paris,
Tel Aviv etc” Mr S. Rozenkrantz on: “An Evaluation
of the Just Concluded Elections in Israel.” Artistic
Prog: Rosa Turkow, Yasha Sher, Lev Koltiniuk,
Katiusha Golak. Chairman: Y. Sher.

5/08/’'84 — Commemorative Concert, “A Tribute
to Fay Mokotow” the recently deceased actress and
theatre director. Produced by the Youth Theatre at
the “Kadimah”, with the participation of Fay’s actor
colleagues from the Australian stage.

12/08/'84 — Commemoration Evening for the
Martyrs; Yiddish-Soviet Writers, Murdered by Stalin.
Participating: B. Wiener, M. Ajzenbud, M. Gurewitsz
(in Russian), brothers Starikov, Maya Katz, Y. Sher,
Chairman: H. Bachrach.

26/08/’84 — An evening dedicated to the 125th
birthdate of Sholem Aleichem. Lecture by Avram
tzikert on: “Sholem Aleichem in the reality 1984.
Artistic programme with: |. Warszawski. Students
of the Sholem Aleichem College performed songs,
poems and a scene from S.Als “Messerl”.
Chairman: H. Bachrach.

16/9/’'84 — A lecture by Mani Kingsley on “The
Rambam — Maimonides, and his philosophical
approach to Judaism.” Chairman: M. Ajzenbud.
23/9/'84 — The 10th Anniversary Concert of
Boruch Kalushiner with the participation of school
choirs, winners of previous competitions, and guest
appearances of Kadimah artists.

14/10/°'84 — Premiere of Z. Kalmanovitshe’s folk
comedy “Der Choshever Gast”, (“The Esteemed
Guest”), adaptation by Rosa and Zygmund Turkow,
directed by Rosa Turkow, decor: A. Gurvich, stage
management: L. Koltiniuk. Presented by The Dovid
Herman Theatre with: L. Mrocki, I. Lustig, B. Lustig,
M. Pfau, . Presser, T. Rosenblum, R. Rothstein,
M. Szmerling, Y. Sher, A. Wiguszyn and guest
director/actress Rosa Turkow.

21/10/’'84 — Second performance of “Der
Choshever Gast”, in the Kadimah T.
21/10/’84 — Third, 3 p.m. performance of “Der
Choshever Gast”, in the Kadimah T.

28/10/’84 — Fourth, 8 p.m. performance of “Der
Choshever Gast”, in the Kadimah T.

(30) 4/11/84 — Fifth performance of “Der Choshever
Gast”, in the Kadimah T.

(31) 10/11/84 — Sixth performance of “Der Choshever
Gast”, in the Kadimah T.

(32) 11/11/’84 — Festive finale to the cultural
programme for 1984, and a farewell tribute to
guest director Rosa Turkow. Officiating were H.
Bachrach, M. Ajzenbud, Y. Sher, Rosa Turkow.
Artistic Prog. with: R. Turkow, R. Beker, |. Lustig,
Y. Sher, M. Szmerling, and pianist Mania Feyn.
Chairmanship by Y. Sher.

(33) 18/11/84 — Seventh 3 p.m. and last performance
of “Der Choshever Gast”.

(34) 18/11/84 — Premiere of the award winning film
“Job’s Revolt”, and cocktails prior to the screening.

(35) 25/11/'84 — Book sale from the Kadimah Library
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(36) 25/11/84 — “Hazomir” Choir concert of song and
music. Musical Direction Benjamin Segaloff;
Pianist Miriam Rochlin, Narrator Danielle Charak.
Well wishes from the Kadimah, Moishe Ajzenbud.
Soloists: Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemski, Molly
Nudel, Boris & Sasha Starikov. Guest Musicians:
Robert Ekselman (Cello), Aida Lissek (Piano).

(37) 2/12/'84 — Performance of the “Hazomir” Choir
at the Caulfield Park in conjunction with the 150th
Anniversary of the Foundation of Victoria; In a
programme of Yiddish and Hebrew songs.

(38) 31/12/’84 — New Year Ball, organized together
with the “Hazomir” Choir.

OBITUARIES

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we record the
loss of the following members:

D. Mrocki.

F. Mokotow — Actress and director of the Yiddish
Youth Theatre.

A. Bialek.
R. Hoffman.

B. Patkin — Former President of ‘“‘Kadimah”.
A. Hildebrand.

R. Brilliant — Former President of ‘““Kadimah’.
J. Lerman.

T. Murkies.

H. Kurtz.

N. Fogel.

C. Nisenbaum.

E. Korman.

T. Semel.

M. Steinbok.

M. L. Aisenbruch.

M. Wasserman.
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Jewish Cultural Centre
and National Library
“KADIMAH”

7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185
Telephone 523 9817

Dear Sir/Madam,
| have the honour, by direction of the Board of
Directors of the “Kadimah”, to request your attendance
at the

73rd ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

of the above Society, to be held on Sunday, 31st March
1985 at 8 p.m. sharp, in the new “Kadimah” building,
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick.
Yours faithfully
M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary

BUSINESS:
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the previous Annual
Meeting.
2. Reception and Adoption of Annual Report and
Balance Sheet.

3. That the recommendation by the Directors to
increase the annual Membership-Subsc. as from
1986 to $15.00 per couple and $10.00 per single
member be approved.

4. Election of Board of Management.

5. Any other business that may occur.

NOTE: Written nominations for Directors of the Board
of Management should be lodged at the office of the
“Kadimah”, 7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, not later than
Wednesday, 27th March 1985 by 5 p.m.

M. AJZENBUD
Hon. Secretary
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