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Editorial:

EXPLAINING THE INEXPLICABLE

In the foreword to her study The Holocaust
(Shocken edition 1973), Norah Levin writes: “The
Holocaust refuses to go the way of most history, not only
because of the magnitude of the destruction — six million
Jews — but because the events surrounding it are still
in a very real sense humanly incomprehensible. No one
altogether understands how mass murder on such a scale
could have happened or could have been allowed to
happen. The accumulation of more facts does not yield
this understanding; indeed, comprehensibility may never
be possible.”

Initially, this is a tempting proposition and allows
those of the following generation a certain complacency.
If we cannot understand something, is it not better to
leave well alone, forget, or at least make peace with the
past? Or should we take the more arduous path and
demand explanations to a phenomenon so horrific that
the mind and the soul may be excused — temporarily
— if they baulk at contemplation?

| believe the latter course to be the only course open
to thinking people of any or all religions; and | believe,
too, that the best source to which they can turn for
enlightenment is that of historical review. For, with
hindsight, unless one chooses to be wilfully blind,
nothing is impossible to understand. The historian by the
very nature of his training, must look for explanations
to the ostensibly inexplicable; and he must find them,
too. The act of searching is, alone, not enough. If, after
the seeking, one can still write, as Levin does in relation
to the Holocaust, ‘indeed, comprehensibility may never
be possible, one must be prepared to be accused of
naivete. At best, the reader can suppose her to be writing
from great personal pain. At worst, one must liken her
to a child who says, ‘No, when asked if he understands,
and answers, ‘Because it hurts when | do, when asked
why.

In the course of this editorial, | wish to examine and
evaluate the views of various historians regarding the
reasons for the Holocaust. Each has an explanation; each
thinks he has found a cause of causes. None throws up
his or her hands with the cry of ‘incomprehensibility!”
What does emerge, however, is that there are myriad

by Yvonne Fein

answers to the conundrum, and no, one, specific solution.
That is to say, one must acknowledge the difficulty of
the question but not succumb to it.

Bertolt Brecht, writing his expressionist fantasy
Drums in the Night, in 1922, had one of the
protagonists say: ‘World history would be different if
humanity did more sitting on its rear. Undoubtedly he
was referring to the manic machinations of the Kaiser’s
government which embroiled Germany in World War |.
And there can be no doubt of his attitudes to the National
Socialist accession to power. He left Germany because
of it. But his cynical words have a terrible and prophetic
quality about them nonetheless, albeit unintentionally.
Fence-sitting, rear-sitting, eye-closing, ear-blocking —
whatever one wishes to call it — happened in mammoth
proportions, and world history took a very different turn
from any direction it had ever taken previously.

Robert Ross, in his disturbing book, So It Was True,
examines the information that was regularly available to
members of American Protestant Churches through their
religious periodicals about what was happening to
European Jewry between the years of 1933 and 1946.
He researches in great detail the contents of the weekly,
bi-monthly and monthly publications which subscribing
church goers received. What he finds is that a vast
number of Americans knew what was going on and did
nothing; or that the few attempts to activate response
were met with failure. He finds that there was
comprehensive reportage of the camps, the conditions
and the murder, and he accuses those who had the
knowledge — the majority of Americans — with the crime
of silence, and through silence, complicity in genocide.

“It must be said, then, that American Protestant
Christians did know,” he writes, “for if the people read,
the people knew.”

Although one must grant Ross the logic of this
statement, it is also the flaw in his otherwise most
convincing argument. ‘If the people read, assumes that
people do read the religious periodicals to which they
subscribe. Often enough, though, they pay their
subscriptions and the arrival of a church magazine is
merely occasion for a monthly ritual of throwing it away.
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Bracher looks at Germany itself in seeking reasons
for the Holocaust and comes up with a comprehensive
list rather than a plea of incomprehensibility. What one
must acknowledge after reading his book is that the
Holocaust was an integral part of World War Ii. That
is to say, it was not a catastrophe in isolation, but rather
the result, almost inevitably, of the National Socialist
lunacy that ultimately destroyed Germany as well as so
many of the Jews of Europe. Some Jewish historians tend
to see the genocide in a vacuum and ignore many of the
contributing political, social and economic factors.

Bracher writes of the ambivalence of National
Socialist policy, how it effectively made use of the big
business, the technology and of the bourgeoisie which
it was theoretically committed to destroy. The culmination
of its rascist theories was a horrifically efficient
employment of the technology and people it purported
to despise. Bracher also finds evidence that Hitler made
his genocidal intentions towards the Jews clear as early
as 1935 and 1937, both publicly and to a small group
of his intimates. He writes that, “correspondingly the
coresponsibility of the German people in the Jewish
policies cannot be erased by ‘not knowing’ and ‘having
been deceived”’ Bracher also cites SS ‘morality’ which
‘sought heroic victory over the self as the victory over all
moral and religious scruples’, and as an explanation of
the capacity for cruelty which the rank and file SS
members showed towards the Jews.

David Schoenboum, writing about Germany in the
years between 1933 and 1939, also seeks an explanation
for the events that followed. Interestingly, he too identifies
the ambivalence of which Bracher wrote, and he views
the Third Reich as a double revolution — one of means
and one of ends. The ends of the revolution were
ideological — to fight a war against the bourgeoisie and
against industrial society. But the means to do this
caused the conflict because ‘in an industrial age even
a war against industrial society must be fought with
industrial means and bourgois are necessary to fight the
bourgeoisie’

He concludes that this ‘philosophy’ or lack of it, led
to destruction for destruction’s sake, with enemies joining
forces in the cause of anarchy. ‘Fear, sacrifice and ruin’
were the negative components of Germany at the last.
Schoenbaum claims that the German people had chosen
to be deceived by the trappings of revolution, which was,
in fact, an excuse for what ultimately became totalitarian
terror.

Raul Hillberg, in his book, The Destruction of the
European Jews, states plainly that ‘it is not enough
to know that the Jews have been destroyed; one must
also grasp how the deed was done. His book proceeds
to detail the methods, from legal and psychological to
practical and technological.

He points out that to allow a slaughter so great, the
removal of bureaucratic restraints was necessary. What
was previously illegal (previously meaning dating back
to the giving of the Ten Commandments) must be made
legal: i.e. murder. A host of administrative changes had
to be made to the system. But there were also
psychological problems involved. A nation does not
become capable of genocide overnight. The Nazi

propaganda machine went into action and the Jew, the
victim, ‘was clothed in a mantle of evil to allow immoral
acts to be perpetrated upon him. Hillberg, in pointing
out that the Nazis regarded the Jews as hostile, criminal
and parasitical, makes the stronger claim that they did
so with abundant historical precedent dating back further
than Luther, whose anti-Semitic writings he quotes.

With riveting persuasiveness, he argues that the Nazi
destructive process did not emerge from a void but was
the culmination of a cyclical trend which proceeded as
follows:

a) You have no right to live among us as Jews. (This
was the ‘Christian’ justification for its attempts at
converting the Jews.)

b) You have no right to live among us. (This was the
Christian prelude to expulsion of the Jews from their host
countries.)

¢) You have no right to live. (No explanation
necessary).

Strangely enough, he then puts forward the view that
extermination was not the original goal of Hitler and the
Nazi Party, but rather an inevitable consequence of the
Madagascar Plan’s falling through. He claims that
although the crimes against the Jews were ghastly
indeed, they were unpremeditated. The policy of genocide
emerged rather than having been always present in the
minds of its perpetrators.

This is in direct contrast with Davidowicz and
Reitlinger who claim that genocide was always the aim
and that it was only the matter of ironing out the
enormous administrative, legal and technical problems
involved that caused there to be a divergence in the
starting dates of the War and the genocide.

Reitlinger claims that the deportations and the
Madagascar Plan were merely ways to cover up the
intended Final Solution which had been planned all along,
while Davidowicz cites Hitler’s early histrionics in the days
of the NSDAP between 1919 and 1925 as a blueprint
for his intentions when he gained power. The problem,
as she sees it, is that only his followers took him seriously
at the time. The rest regarded his words as the rantings
of a lunatic.

A remarkable book entitled, The Nazi
Dictatorship, by Roy Pascal — a lecturer in German
at Cambridge University — was published eighteen
months after Hitler came to power. It is remarkable
because of its clear understanding of what the National
Socialist Party was all about. Or perhaps it is only
remarkable because it shows that Pascal, like the
Protestant Press, and who knows how many countless
others, had a complete and comprehensive insight and
understanding of the motivations behind the aims of
Hitler’s regime, and still was unable to provoke action
in others.

Although his book obviously cannot explain or make
‘comprehensible’ the Holocaust itself, it is still valid to
use it in the face of Norah Levin’s cries of incompre-
hensibility because it does, in a fair- way, predict the
inevitability of the Nazi Party’s using violent means to
achieve its unwholesome, unrealistic and misguided ends
of racial purity.
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“All National Socialist theory takes as its starting
point, the War . . . The breakdown of November 1919
is interpreted as an abdication to two forces working
maliciously for the destruction of Germany —
international finance and bolshevism.”

This is how Pascal explains the rationale behind the
Party rhetoric. International finance, of course, means
world Jewry, and the threat to them, in Pascal’s view, is
clear already. He goes on to explain the illogicalities
behind the theories of race, exposing the twistedness of
the dogma. He makes a rather amazing point that Hitler
himself, however, is not so much anti-Semitic as
influenced by Geobbels and the, S.A.; an S.A. “not
disciplined and controlled as it is today, but which was
in the full flight of its armed, revolutionary advance”.

His conclusion is fascinating. Before the fact, he
could never have predicted the slaughter of six million,
but he clearly sees Hitler’s policy of persecution as the
old ‘distraction ploy” — distraction of the populace from
economic and social problems that were not being solved
as promised.

“As long as the general economic position in
Germany does not improve, as long as there is no social
reform, the Nazi leaders will be bound to forment racial
passion against the Jews as an outlet for the discontent
of their followers . . . The possibility of a pogrom in the
Czarist fashion lies in the sphere of practical politics.”

Pogrom! It leaves one breathless.

Perhaps his conclusion explains the world’s inaction
better than any in-depth psychological study. Nobody’s
mind was geared to anything more ghastly than a
pogrom. It still does not justify Levin’s statement after
the fact, however.

Hannah Vogt’s book, The Burden of Guilt, is a
direct refutation of Levin’s premise. Vogt claims that not
only can we comprehend the Holocaust but that we must
comprehend it, urgently, immediately, if we want to be
sure that a re-emergence of Nazi Germany is rendered
impossible. ‘We’ is actually incorrect, for the book is
aimed at German students, German youth, as part of
a project to rewrite German history objectively. It is an
attempt to do away with the myths and falsehoods of
history-teaching which still existed in Germany as late
as 1959 and which served to foster rather than obliterate
the spirit of Nazism.

As an historian, Vogt’s stance is clear. She asserts
that it may be difficult to accept what happened in terms
of the German people’s accepting guilt and responsibility,
but the reasons for the horror are in no way
incomprehensible. She states that Germans everywhere
gave up their liberty too easily, discarded age-old political
principles to quickly, accepted lies in lieu of legality to
justify the covering up of great injustices. For these
reasons Hitler was able to grasp and maintain power.

“I”, she writes, “the citizens of a commonwealth are
not prepared to make sacrifices for their liberty, to take
the matter into their own hands and participate in public
affairs, they deliver themselves into the hands of a tyrant.”

And, quoting Friedrich Naumann’s statement about
the educated class, she concludes her thought:

“A class which fails to make sacrifices for political
affairs may not make demands on political life. It
renounces its will to rule and must therefore be ruled.”

It would seem, then, that the historians | have
examined belie Levin’s claim that no one ‘altogether
understands how mass murder on such a scale could have
happened or been allowed to happen’. On the contrary,
each historian seems to have written his book and drawn
his own, rather definite conclusions. And whether the
conclusions state that the murder was premeditated,
always planned, and the result of a long-standing
ambition of the Fuhrer; or whether they assert that the
genocide evolved out of frustrated deportation/emigration
policies; or alternately, that they were the culmination of
an anarchic descent into brutality, is really not the issue.
The issue is that each historian has made his separate,
if sometimes tortured peace with the events. Each
historian has found the Holocaust ‘comprehensible’. Only
Norah Levin remains — a Jew beyond the Pale —
uncomprehending.

| began by mocking her naivete in underestimating
man’s capacity for brutality to his fellow man; by
questioning her incredulity at man’s ability to sit, silent
and motionless, when he knows other men are being
slaughtered. And certainly the historians whose works
| have read, which explain the whys and wherefores of
it all are far from naive and could not be called credulous.
Yet somehow, that does not vindicate my initial position.
It fills me with despair.

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their

own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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THESE ARE THREE SHORT STORIES, MEMOIRS, BY LILIAN STERN. TOGETHER THEY EXPRESS ALL THE TERROR

AND NIGHTMARE OF THE HOLOCAUST

HORROR

It was the end of August 1941, two months after
the start of the war between Germany and Russia and
the German invasion into the part of Poland previously
occupied by Russia.

At that time | lived with some other refugees from
the so-called German side of Poland in a small house
situated on the outskirts of a little town in Eastern Poland.

| escaped with some members of my family from
Warsaw before the German onslaught. We would flee
again but there was nowhere to run any more.

| slept alone in a tiny windowless attic. It had only
a small balcony, coming out to the back of the house,
over a side road leading to the railway. The room was
dark and stuffy and | kept the balcony door open all the
time to let in some light and air, although the nights
started to be chilly.

That night | woke suddenly at dawn with a terrible
fright and heartbeat. | didn’t realise the cause of it. The
stillness was ominous and deafening. And then | heard
the sounds of motorbikes coming nearer and through
that noise the sound of feet, many running feet . . .

| crept to the balcony, lay down on the cement floor
and then | saw them . . . men, old and young, some
nearly children, some not completely dressed, some
barefooted. Some were tall, but they all seemed small,
shrunken by fright, huddled together, trying to keep in
the middle of the column, to hide, to become invisible.
In the twilight they looked like unearthly, frightful
shadows. They were driven, pushed by Germans on
motorbikes, riding before, behind and on both sides of
the column; they were driven like cattle for slaughter by
a pack of angry dogs barking and biting.

A young woman, her hair flowing from under her
kerchief, a small child in her arms, was running after
them. She was calling out something, but | couldn’t hear
for the noise of the bikes running up and down. A few
men turned their heads and | saw the Germans’ batons
striking left and right and the men covering their heads
with their arms, and | saw blood on their hands.

Suddenly, when the ghostly column began to
disappear and the woman was falling behind, one of the
motorists reversed his bike with a shrieking noise, reached
the young woman, tore the baby from her arms, swinging
her round by the force of the pull and, while breaking
his speed but still on the move, he took the child by its
feet, smashed its head on the pavement and threw it
back to the woman . . . It missed her outstretched arms
and fell at her feet. No sound, no cry was heard — only
just a squeak and a screech of the reversing motorbike.

The woman, stunned, frozen, turned into stone. Her
open mouth, without uttering a sound, seemed to be
screaming and wailing and calling “God, where are you!?”

| got violently sick and passed out. When | came to,
the street was empty and quiet. The sun was coming
out and the only sign that it wasn’t a horrible dream was
the stain of blood and brain on the pavement below.

The quiet cool morning was resounding in my ears
with the squeak of the child, the screech of the motors
and the unuttered wailing.

| hope to this day that the men, after the beating
they received, didn’t dare to turn their heads and were
spared the terrible prelude to the horrors awaiting them.

“ECHOES”

It is a short story, a very short story, with a
reverberating echo, that keeps ringing in my mind for a
very, very long time . . . Eternity . . .

There was a husband. He was very young and
vulnerable.

There was his wife, the girl he cherished, his girl in
love.

Bombs and machine guns were their wedding bells.
They married to survive together, or die together.

It did not happen the way they wanted. He was torn
away from her, and killed. She was freed, to live a living
death.

Many years passed. Life went on . . . she is married

again, and cherished, and sheltered, but often, much too
often she wonders . . .

“How would it be, if he were alive? Would they still
love each other, be still together, have children? How
would he look now, how would he see her now?

Maybe they would grow to love each other more and
deeply.”

No, that does not seem possible, but there into her
dreams, a doubt gets in like a thorn . . .

What if their life would become a drudgery? What
if they grew apart like so many of her married friends?
What if they grew to hate each other, like so many of
them do?

Wouldn'’t that be worse?

She wonders . . . but no!

Even now after so many years, something cries in her:

“Why didn’t | get the chance to know how it would
bep: 2
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THE UNBELIEVABLE

In August 1944 Warsaw was completely evacuated.
After the abortive uprising all the inhabitants were
deported, and the houses bombed and burnt
systematically.

Our bunker was in the old ghetto in a cellar of a
bombed house. It was the 19th January 1945.

We knew the dates. We were careful to cross off every
slow, lifeless, hopeless twenty-four hours from the old
yellow pages of the calendar.

It was my turn to climb the scaffold made from a
few wooden boxes, to sit near the opening of the bunker,
and breathe the reviving, fresh, open air.

The whiteness of the snow, after the permanent
darkness in the bunker, was blinding.

| opened my Hebrew Bible at the marked page, but
couldn’t read. | waited till my watering eyes got used to
the light.

| was pondering over the futile study for my “Bar
Mitzvah”, boy’s coming of age according to Jewish
religion. It was due next year. Next year seemed eons
away, but | had to please my father.

Later in the evening he would ask questions from
the chapter | had to learn that morning.

He would ask in a whisper, so as not to wake the
others, and be proud of my prowess.

What other pleasures are left for him? So what if
| don’t live till | reach the adult age of 13?

Some nights, when it was my father’s turn to
rummage through the empty city between the ruins for
some abandoned cans or other remnants of food, he
would come back too exhausted to study with me.

Lately it was even more quiet than usual. No trace
of life anywhere.

Those venturing out in search of food had to go out
further away each time, and it sometimes took them the
whole night to come back. They tried to cover their tracks
in the snow the best way they could, but the safest was
always the newly-falling snow.

This morning it was falling, and | was sitting on the
highest box with only my head to the light, engrossed
in reading, when suddenly | heard footsteps crunching
the snow.

| raised my eyes and saw the high boots approaching
... In my frenzy | slipped down, leaving the open Bible
on the edge of the opening.

To my horror | saw the boots coming nearer. Soft
boots, not highly polished. They stopped . . . My adrenalin
was working. No time for alarm. Anyway, | was frozen
in place.

He bent down and picked up the book.

| still did not see his face, but . . . Oh wonder!
... He turned the pages from right to left . . . He didn’t
throw the book away. He crouched — is it to look in and
get us all out, or burn “the rats” alive?

No . .. Oh God! | saw his face . . . He was crying
... Our soldier in a Polish uniform. | embraced his legs.
He dragged me out and hugged me and cried.
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| called them all, hoarse from shouting: “We are free!
Free!”

Yes, we had already been free for two long days —
fifty-four hours to be exact, and we didn’t know about it!

LETTERS

December 1984
To The Jewish Quarterly’s Australian Readers

The Jewish Quarterly’s overseas representative, Mr.
Gabriel Haus, recently spent a month in Australia where
he visited the Jewish communities of Melbourne,
Canberra, Sydney and Perth. He asks us to express his
and the Quarterly’s appreciation for the warm and
constructive reception he received from numerous
individuals and Jewish organisations.

We very much hope that the programme agreed with
active members of various Jewish groups will lead to a
significant increase in the number of our subscribers in
Australia. At the same time we wish to encourage more
Australian Jewish writers to write for the Quarterly and
thereby reactivate the spirit of co-operation which existed
between our magazine and the Bridge, until the latter
ceased publication about 10 years ago.

At least two Australian writers have published
regularly in the Quarterly and we hope that the number
will increase significantly in the near future.

Subscriptions and submissions to:
68 Worcester Crescent

London NW7 4NA

England

Yours sincerely,

Tony Lerman
Editor

April 5, 1985

Dear Editor:

The Simon Wiesenthal Center, as part of its on-going
research, is attempting to identify individuals who may
have been helped in pre-World War Il Austria by Dr. Muriel
GARDINER, an American citizen who was studying
medicine in Vienna in the 1930s and was involved with
the anti-Fascist underground. She used the code name of
Mary, and offered her apartment as a safe house for
individuals opposed to the Nazis. Anyone with
information is asked to please contact Rabbi Abraham
Cooper, Associate Dean, Simon Wiesenthal Center, 9760
West Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90035,
(213) 553-9036.

Rabbi Abraham Cooper
Associate Dean



A PERSPECTIVE

Mal Morgan

The important thing is to tell a story . . .

A story from a hasid is not a true story. A hasid’s story is silent. A zen poem is not true zen.
It points a finger. You must find your own direction. Whilst journeying it must be remembered
that there is no destination. And so my story is only a fragment of the state of affairs of my being.

There are voices in the wind. Faces emerge unobtrusively from green foliage and cloud
formations. If you take fantasy and imagination lightly you do not understand your own nature.

Let me begin my story. | was eleven years old in a
time of new hopes and dreams; somewhat of a post-war
renaissance. Speculation in a better and brighter future
was the common commodity of mind. In those years after
the Second World War, my mind was tender and trusting.
English lanes and woods were highways and jungles to
be explored. | was Dick Turpin and Buffalo Bill. | was
Kim in Kipling’s novel. | was Mowgli in the wolves den.
| was Romulus and Remus. | was David but never Goliath.
It was instilled into me in no uncertain manner that |
was one of the chosen people. | was told almost in the
same breath not to tell my school friends or | might be
discriminated against. | remember Sabbath candles and
egg-loaves. | remember opening the door for Elijah to
enter and drink from the cup of wine at Passover. |
remember the rationalities offered to me in justification
of a Jewish, rather than Christian god. | remember an
Orthodox wedding, and the weeping bridegroom who was
reminded by the rabbi, that (may-God-rest-their-souls) his
parents could not be there. They had perished in Belsen.

My story concerns me. All writers write about
themselves or extensions of their own persona. There is
no absolute objectivity or subjectivity. These are ideas
which man in his diaspora from some forgotten dreamy
authenticity, or from an illusory utopian aspiration,
manufactures within his limited intelligence.

Let me talk about my beginnings in this country
Australia. At high school three months after my
barmitzvah, | met some European Jews. They had come
from displaced persons camps, and were foreign and even
distasteful to me. They seemed arrogant and elitist in
attitude, and set themselves up in a small group in a
school of about a thousand. They seemed intent on
creating a separatist society. | could not understand that
this was the freedom they had suffered for. A conflict
arose in me. Their lack of humility and spirituality did
not for me, endear them as descendants of the patriarchs
of whom | had been taught at cheder; those patriarchs
whom | had so dearly cherished in my searching and
sentimental young mind. So | drifted away from them
and mixed with goyim. And how denigrating that word
is! Or shickse! And how often had | heard it used in a
base and mocking sense! And now how | despise the
word ‘wog’!

Owen had been my friend at central school. | had
been skeptical about telling him | was a Jew. We rode
bikes together along the slippery sides of a disused canal.

He was expert on a Malvern Star. We started high school
together, and one lunchtime he called me a bloody Jew.
| struck him. I hit his throat. | hit and hit until his eyes
bulged. All afternoon | shook in my desk. | was awed
at the reality that | had wanted to destroy him, and all
those like him. | was shocked at my capacity for anger
and vengeance. (For vengeance is mine saith the Lord).
| can only analyse those feelings now. At the time'| felt
the mixed emotions of a thirteen year old boy whose
identity had been blasphemed, whose loyalty as a friend
had been abused.

My story now moves on to my beginnings as a poet.
| wrote out of enquiry and yearning, in the search for an
identity of self. | was not a youth or adolescent. | was
a young businessman discontent in a world of competitive
materialism. | had allowed the voices in the wind and
the unobtrusive faces in green foliage to become buried
under the green pound note. | drifted away from an
accepted and respected way of life. | became an outsider.
| wrote poetry and smoked hashish. | argued with and
challenged my ex-peers, many of them businessmen with
whom | had been associated, and mainly Jews. | startled
and dismayed my family with my newfound
libertarianism. | practised Yoga and found a peace of
mind (in fact a larger piece of mind) that | had not
previously experienced.

| have found my realities through poetry. | am
discovering the ‘human condition’; its strengths and
weaknesses. | learn about myself through my writing. It
has given me more than the ideological theists, or the
philosophers, ever could (with the exception of the
Existentialists). | don’t believe in ‘anyone-up-there’ giving
one iota for my existence. God or reality or truth — words
| dislike, is within each person, and | believe is universal.
| feel empathy with the hasid, and am not orientated
towards secularity. | am a Jew by birth and tribe. | have
tribal feelings. There is a common denominator of mind,
probably due to conditioning, Its there. | like and accept it.

| try to write simply, to simply communicate with you.
I am a man in 1981 walking about a street. | am like
any other man. My arms may be longer. My legs may
be shorter. My chest may be narrower or broader. It does
not matter. But there is a difference. Sometimes a gold
star appears on my sleeve. Sometimes it is not water that
pours out of my shower. Sometimes at night Hebrew
words come from my mouth. They never surprise or
embarrass me. | am just a man, telling his story.
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AUSCHWITZ

by Sheva Glas-Wiener

(This is an excerpt from the novel, Between Fire and Water, based on the author’s personal experiences during World

War 1)

My memory takes me back o the dark days and
nights of Auschwitz. To the dark world of the electric wire
fences — the largest death centre the world has ever seen.

Before my eyes are growing the long columns of
naked skeletons, row after row, stepping for the first time
onto the Auschwitz planet . . .

It was night. We were driven through the darkness.
Though we did not wear any chains on our feet, it seemed
to us that our legs were chained into this electric barbed
wire world. We still did not know where we were: perhaps
we’d gone back in time, to some prehistoric jungle filled
with predators. Perhaps we were in some gigantic
institution for the insane. In the distance we could see
a red sky — flames and smoke, smoke and flames. We
were driven towards the flames by a group of SS men.
It was very quiet around us. The world of Auschwitz was
enveloped in dark fog.

Now we were led close to that fire. Before my eyes
unfolded itself a pyre. Large piles of human bodies were
burning. A poisonous odour hung in the air.

That night on Auschwitz soil all my hope and trust
in mankind was extinguished. | realised | was not the
first, and would not be the last, to walk this road of fire
and flames — the same road that led my mother and
father, my brothers and my sisters on their very last way.
| could hear no moans, no groans. We pinched our own
flesh and kept quiet. Later on, after the first Auschwitz
“bath” and the selection, when we were parted from our
families, my mind was too collapsed to think about
anything. My only wish was to lay down my head on a
straw sack in a shed somewhere and cry and cry my bitter
tears for the fate that had befallen my Jewish people.

Now, forty years later and thousands of miles away,
the image of the smoke-blackened sky over Auschwitz
still obtrudes into my peaceful world, giving me no rest,
even in this beautiful Australia. Whenever | think of those
mothers | saw in Auschwitz embraced with their little
children being led on their way to the gas-chambers, |
want to embrace every child | meet, in the street, in the
tram, in public playgrounds.

Later on we experienced many such days and nights
on the Auschwitz cursed soil. The endless “selections”,
roll-calls, counting and recounting, the rusty screaming
of capo voices, the tortures that continued day and night
as man was robbed of the ownership of his own skeleton
body, where any German creature had the power to do
with you whatever his lust dictated. One had to be very
strong to endure all those physical and moral tortures.

| can’t forget the young mother sitting on the floor
next to me, from whom an SS man tore her infant baby
from her arms, trampling the child’s head with his
jackboots. | can still see the tears from her eyes mingling
with the milk from her breasts, soaking the frock she
was wearing.
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One cloudy September afternoon, after the second
roll-call, as we sat shrunken on the floor, each of us
engrossed in bitter thoughts, a young soprano voice rose
as if beneath the surface, singing “Ali, Ali Lama
Asaftonu”. At the beginning the voice was shaky, filled
with strain and fear, but soon the voice somehow gained
strength, took up courage, singing clearer, and louder.

As | looked around to see where the voice came from,
to see who had the courage to sing a song of praise to
God here, in Auschwitz, amidst the four chimneys
smoking day and night, where one was plagued by all
doubts, | noticed that a thousand pairs of lips were
moving as if conducted by an unseen master.

“In fires and in flames we were burned, everyone was
putting us to shame, but no one had ever dared to turn
away from God, our Creator.”

| looked again at the mass of prisoners with stunned
disbelief and then | found myself joining in. For what
other weapon had we on that tragic territory of Auschwitz
than our songs of hope which we carried with us
everywhere, with the belief that despite all those tortures
and inquisitions, some of us would survive, and send a
message to the world, to see that such an Auschwitz
would never happen again.

HOLOCAUST

In 1939 the terrible Nazi beast,
Forgot about love and forgot about peace,

They did what thoughtless Hitler said,
And before you knew it, six million were dead.

They murdered, they slaughtered and tortured too,
“What was going on,” why the world didn’t have a
clue,

In concentration camps the showers were gas,
Which really exterminated a gigantic mass,

| have heard of many, many horrific times,
But the Holocaust is the worst of any crime.

by Bianca Lew (aged 10 years)




GRANDMOTHER

| know nothing. There is no one left to ask; mother,
father, grandmother, grandfather — all gone. Anyone who
may have held the germane seed is dead.

Sometimes while waiting for sleep, | listen to my own
heart, as if its beat against my cradling arm could be
de-coded. Sometimes, in imagination, | follow my blood
as it travels along my veins, but always lose the trail to
its source.

| find myself often looking down at my hands,
searching with my eyes their outlined shape, the way the
fingers join the palm, the creases of the knuckles, the
curve of the nails.

Remembering the creamy plumpness of my
grandmother’s hands nestled like two pigeons close in
her own lap, never freed to light in mine . . . | feel the
olive-sheen of my own skin ageing tautly over bone; | gaze
at the blue transluscence of raised veins which should,
but do not, reveal anything.

What is it | need to find in contemplation of hands?
What fabulous skill would | have them heir to? My
grandmother was a seamstress — would | have mine
fashion a mantle of truth, of knowledge, or wisdom —
so that | could throw about my shoulders a universe of
which | am centre?

There, in the deep heart of my inheritance, an
unknown culture, is where | long to be. But am not. Must
| orbit endlessly, never to know the downward pull of
gravity?

With divining fingers | twist the half-hoop of gold
| wear now since my father died. This ring was my
grandmother’s. | circle it round and round my finger; it
spins easily because it is a little large for me. It’s a token
of the sun, warm and smooth around the polestar of my
finger. Spinning it, | am listening for music of the spheres.

Obsessively, | rub the ring round and round. Like a
crystal glass that reveals its soul, | will it to sing! But
no ritual of mine releases a choir of voices, or gives up
the key that locked my grandmother’s tight lips.

| do not recall ever hearing her sing. No nursery song,
no child’s chant comes down from her to me.

Eternally old, half-deaf, illiterate, my-Yiddish-speaking
grandmother looked at me through eyes that saw only
Lithuanian snow. Were her songs tramped into that soil
— buried with the bones of her father under generations
of Russian Imperialist persecution? Perhaps they were
engulfed by the solitary hours of her night-pogrom across
the border . . . drowned in the seething wake of the
Channel? :

Who knows what maiden-song became the sob of
reunion with her betrothed at Southampton or what soul
music was silenced when the wine goblet was smashed

Yve Louis

under the canopy. Did she remember briefly the old
crooning notes of infancy when her first son, my father,
was born in the tenements of 1904 East London . . .
only for them to be submerged again in the grey, rolling
hymn of the migrant-ship to Australia?

How could | ask her these questions . . . her eyes
and hands were always with-held. | remember her as
someone | feared, someone separate from me, strange,
an old woman who sat alone no matter who else shared
the room with her.

So now, Hanah Zibbel, over twenty years dead, |
speak to you direct . . . without the barrier of language
that stood between us in life. Do you hear me where you
lie under acres of bone in Rookwood? Earthly ears gren’t
necessary now, and you alone can tell me what | need
to know . . .

Why is it | wander homeless — what knowledge do
| need to take me to the source of my heritage?

Why were your lips closed to me before? Was it
because, Hanah Zibbel — rabbi’s daughter — my father
renounced your Faith? Or were you so unforgiving of my
non-Jewish mother that you forfeited all blood ties to me?
| am part of what you were . . . does that count for
nothing? | would have settled for a part-inheritance, but
you passed on nothing; would not speak.

Were we the fatal wound — born here, raised foreign
to you and your Faith? Did we alienate you by our
reluctance to set foot in your house, our relief to be on
our way again? Grandmother, we were only children and
you frightened us. Retreating, | suspect, into your
increasing deafness, you came to signify everything that
was anti-life. You withdrew further and further.

. You, they said, willed your own death. Is such a thing
possible? To know nothing, but to know this! Hanah
Zibbel set her will above the will of God!

For seven generations will | smite my head against
the wall. For seven generations will | mourn. For each
life seven candles will | burn. Though seven times seven
| light the candles yet shall | know nothing but grief. To
live is to die and | am blood to you. Now at last | can,
| must mourn.

Yes, yes the Law is inescapable. It reaches deeply,
inexorably into the blood. The blood recalls the Law, the
blood alone speaks. For seven generations the blood will
speak of mortal sin. Dear God, Hanah Zibbel, do you
hear!

Now hold my hands, these hands that are grave-
diggers. This is the task they were made for — to sift
the poor loam of your humanity; to work the compost
of your Lithuania, my Australia; your Faith, my beliefs
into one soil. Earth, the matrix, unites us; under God’s
terrible gaze our lives persist.
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IMMEMORIAL RUN

Jogging slowly. Evenly. Turning up Cote Lane. The
whiff of ripe, mouldering manure and flaked straw from
the stables. Past cottages of knapped flint and fig-trees
by lych-gates and banks of nettles, cow-parsley and mauve
birdseye. Horse-shU ruts and clods of dung. Along the
flint-silted path. A distant cuckoo calls its hollow fluting.
Shuffling up through a tunnel of ivydored trees, flint
cobbles gradually fracturing into pocks of chalk. Shadows
festooned with bosky lattice-work. Now ungainly step-
stepping, puffing, striving for the ridge of the Downs.
Where the lime-green swell of whispering wheat
shimmers down to a copse of rookeries. Longing to rush
and swish among the firming stems, paddling fingers
through wispy beards.

Drawing breath more easily, striding out along the
upland track of gorse open to the seaward plain.
Whalebacked fields blue-hazed in the balm of spring.
Highdown Hill, the Iron Age fort and Saxon cemetery,
rises like an armour-plated breast, sprouting a wind-break
of trees. The blue-rinsed sea appears becalmed at this
distance, three miles from ankle-twisting stones and rank
strips of seaweed.

Gathering pace as the track dips into a combe of
oaks and elms, debauching on to a breeze-fanned knoll.
On the eastern horizon, the beeches of Chanctonbury
Ring cluster in dark conspiracy. Then, in nuggets of milk-
coffee soil, a large, heavy tread:

Tanks! Caterpillar wheels thrust up, surging down,
gun-turrets swivelling. Frantically scooping out earth,
potato plants to cover his body. Steeling against soil that
sundered that heaved. Grinding wheels clawing towards
nearer his head to crush nearer his legs nearer holding
breath till burst till thunder monsters went thundering
by. lying in a grave sucking for air through dirt. Lucky,
lucky, so damned lucky! He'd only got lockjaw when oh
how he ached to spit, the shakes, a wet crotch and trouser
leg.

Wheeling left to follow the northern scarp,
overlooking the swaths of cut grass and the Patching Road
that sweeps as breathtakingly as a bay, its beetling cars
stately with silence. Past sleek Friesians with- numbered
rumps, then winding into a woodland of luxuriant
undergrowth and verdigris bark, like an iridescent, picture-
book haunt where no humans penetrate, but eyes, noses,
mouths figure the trunks and squirrels whisper and owls
croak their wisdom.

It is May. Expanding all around, a stalky carpet of
bluebells, nodding in subdued hues with bold green
leaves. A scratching, brown pheasant squawks and bobs
into staggier brush.

Food! Belly always aching in the forest, from
Starvation, a sense of utter loss, dysentry. Craving for
salted herring and sauerkraut and pumpernickel bread
and oh for a shot of vodka to warm the cockles. Instead,
rooted-out stew, perhaps summer bilberries that you shat
out minutes later. But there was nothing under five
months’ driving snow except brackish water frozen and
corpses stiff as boards, when spindly pine trees

Michael Small

begrudged shelter. Thank God for that tarpaulin lean-to
— what a steal! — but even then his hair was white with
frost and fingers became icicles of searing pain. Thawed
out by the occasional peat fire, but staying alert for other
fugitives, if creeping apathy allowed. Like Red Army
prisoners-of-war. Those shitheads would promise carbines
in return for money and jewellery, but they snatched your
bundle of zlotys and fled into the thickets. Or they lay
in wait to pounce on one of our meydlekh. Couldn’t trust
those rapists. Or even the local peasants, who'd betray
you as soon as look at you. Then the December hunts
by Wehrmacht soldiers and their tracker dogs. Into the
swamps. The icy chill, those fevers.

Running deeper into the netherworld. As if getting
drunk on green over green over green. All of a sudden,
arrested by an urge to roll like a puppy in this opalescent
enchantment. Cutting off the track and ducking through
a tangle of branches until safely out of eyeshot. Tearing
of runners, of socks.

A delectable, succulent dampness easing bare feet.
Whipping off singlet and shorts and pants. Draping them
over a mossy stump. Stooping to frisk armfuls of flower
bells against the stubbiness of your legs. Then wrenching
out a bunch of firm, sappy stems, which vyield a little
sigh from their humus. Beneath the chittering in loftier
boughs, you tenderly beat your body with a swatch of
stems, beginning with legs itching with gossamer
threads, midges, gnats, sweat until the white roots film
skin with mash.

Swishing thighs, abdomen, chest, reaching over to
tingle your shoulders. Underfoot, the crisp scrunch of
priapic stems is delicious. Tiny shreds stick to your flesh.
Embrace, gfbracing such pliant fibres — Then your ears
prick up like a rabbit’s. A faint grumbling growing louder.
Louder. From where? To where?

Low-flying planes with black crosses under wings
dropping thousand-pounders at random, flattening
tenements into anthills. Choking with dust, black smoke
as if his lungs would explode before he could push
against the rubble. At last, freed a hand to take out a
scrap of gauze, piss on it and place the sodden cloth over
his nose to breathe. Every forty-five minutes another
blitzkrieg from the Luftwaffe; in between raids the
interminable deathly silence that anticipated a burst of
mortar.

Not waiting for the red Massey tractor but throwing
on your gear. Now the alluvial track is boggy with spring
rains, so squish and slither along the rim, close to thickly
straggling brambles. A whinnying of horses . . .

Horsemeat, dog, cat, grain made into gruel by means
of a truck’s back axle; too rarely a gargle of red wine
discovered in a basement. No bread, no vegetables. Only
lice. A glass of water more priceless than gold.

You reach a cross-path marking the start of a jerry-
built road of gravel and flintstone. Along it, a mob of
one hundred or so sheep is being driven, fleeces like
mopheads, black-faced, black-legged . . .
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Night raid in the forest. Charcoal and mud rubbed
on faces, necks, hands, to seize dumping cache for rifles,
ammunition, even grenades. Every Jew desperate, sunken-
cheeked, skinny as a rake, a number branded on his arm,
agued with sores, shoes plaided from reeds, charging with
staves and catapults. Having to pulp a Kraut’s head like
a coconut. Then hed try to remember what crocuses
looked like in spring, and primroses and wild daffodils.
Before the charred faces of brother Isaac and Samuel
and little Eva . . . But the gaseous stench of cremated
bodies kept filling his snotty nostrils.

Close-to, the bleating rising to a mocking din,
deafening, like souls moaning in purgatory.

As two hundred elders, cripples, mentally ill, like
innocent animals before the blade, necks stretching,
caught the fetid stink of the final ignominy inside the
lorry, exhaust fumes laying them low. Forever. Or Jewish
children seized and flung into a cess-pit to die of
suffocation, fear, agony under the weight of even more
shrunken bodies flung on top of them.

Past Keeper’s Cottage, with its trellises of climbing
roses and thatch-hooded eaves of flitting martins.

The Kommandant’s villa, Plantage, Kommandantur,
Baraken, the Genickschiesstand where S.S. thugs gloated
over the heap of stripped corpses and the body clinging
to the electrified fence, still putrefying.

Down the sealed road towards Holly Farm. A grey
rat darts from cover and scampers across into the ditch,
where squat water pipes lie among the nettles.

Wading, crawling through sewers in single file,
struggling to keep head, pistol, ammo above the effluent.
One bullet, one German! White over red armbands.
Stench unbearable, all-pervasive, as if diarrhoea were the
stuff of life. Candles guttering. Air, must have fresh air!
Open the manhole cover! No! No! No! Listen to the stamp
of cleated boots above! Shrill, piercing cries of child
cradled by staggering mother. Kill that kid or Krauts will
hear! Mother hysterical. The A.K. muttered curses but
merely crawled on through the sludge. Muted sounds of
gurgling sewage. Rhythms of heavy breathing. And that
stench, the almighty stench.

Across the hedgerows and splashes of poppy sprawls
the town tip. Pyramids of earth, mounds of junk, wrecks,
cardboard coffins.

Old Town, "44. Bowels of tenements where civilians
and wounded hid blocked by rubble, by fire, by dust. Walls
warm as ovens so you could no longer lick the moisture.
Wounded groaning on grimy mattresses on floors, in
corridors. A baggy-eyed, taut-lipped young medic bent
over @ messenger girl. Flashlight in hand. And handsaw.
To amputate a leg. She was a mere fifteen. Or thirteen?
She had crawled under German fire to a garden to pick
flowers for the maimed. They were national heroes, she
whispered. Gold braids stiffened with blood and dirt. No
anaesthetic. She screamed and screamed. Till
consciousness faded. A shell-bursting hell of explosions
approaching the basement. Walls trembled and shook.
Then one deafening blast and quake and overwhelming
rush of air. The flickering light of the candle died. The
medic’s flashlight barely visible through the pall of dust.
Head always bowed, he continued to saw.

Running hard downhill . . .

Row upon row of corpses in shallow graves around
public squares, a cross of sticks in their hands, a towel
or snippet of uniform over their faces, identification papers
in a sealed bottle.

Hard on your heels, almost out of control, pain
stabbing your side, growing pain. Running faster for more
pain and more. Down towards the distant sea. Legs, arms
charging mad, flailing. Pumping blood.

Running hard. Always running.

Dear Editor,

| read the short, short, short story, ‘Dead Eyes’, which
| have renamed (I hope the author, Mr. Collins, won't
mind) ‘Gornisht fon gornisht’, with disbelief, mounting
anger, and finally sorrow. As the saying goes: ‘There is
nothing worse than a Jewish Anti-Semite’.

Having met Mr. Collins in person, | must note that
unfortunately his appearance doesn’t resemble the
thinish, blondish, and so presumably goyish looks of the
protagonist in ‘Gornisht fon gornisht’. So one can well
imagine the poor author as a schoolboy in Carlton, or
Fitzroy, or some other educational institution, attended
by the Yiddish-ignorant, Anglo-Jewish youth, having been
subjected to anti-Semitic remarks, or worse. One can
imagine and sympathise.

However, as a subscriber, and sometimes contributor
to the M.Ch., let me in the name of the majority of the
Melbourne Jewish Community most strongly protest
against the remarks and implications voiced in this
otherwise really insignificant piece of literary endeavour.

| protest against the picture of the money greedy,
diamond examining and Streicher-like portrayal of the
Shylock-Jew, the intruder, who arrived ‘here’ after the war
and sits in his plush living-room with the photographs
of his relatives who went up the chimneys in Poland and
Germany, prominently displayed ‘as though they had all
died honourable deaths’*

How dare Mr. Collins! Isn’t he ashamed, he of the
Anglo-Jewish, Australian-born, concentration camp
spared, background.

| hope you will publish this letter. | think it had to
be said.

Yours faithfully,
SARA LIEDER

* What is an honourable death to this Albion-Judean
of the Gallipoli bungle tradition?
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DAVID HUNTER has spent some considerable time in Israel.
He writes: “: . . of all the countries | have visited, | found that
its people, history, religions were the most interesting and starkly
beautiful that | have witnessed anywhere. As a non-Jew, as an
outsider, as the poem suggests, | hope | have portrayed some
of that beauty, tinged with a resigned sadness for the continuing

situation”.

TO THE FISHERS OF DREAMS

The Moon is alive

In the morning,

And the Sisters are pale

In the midday Sun.

They shuffle in black,
Hands hidden in their habit,
To devotions

At the church on the hill;

It is a pock-marked, shell-shocked spirit
From a thousand Crusades;
Gallilee has not given up

To the fishers of dreams.

There is a wedding in Tiberius today,

As | sit outside the Cafe,

My day of rest,

My hands calloused from the labour in the fields;
My book is closed on the table,

My coffee arrives steaming,

My bread is broken.

| hear the Jews laughing as they dance in the distance,
Having taken their vows.

And the fat cats at the dustbins,
Well fed when the nets are taken in,
Lick their paws,

And sometimes send the bin lids
Clattering down the cobbled street.

The tethered donkey is sometimes surprised.

A small boat makes wake

Toward the jetty,

The motor idling;

The helmsman avoiding the blaze of the Sun
Beneath a partially furled sail.

Abraham closes his butcher’s shop,
And the grocer yawns for siesta’s
Cooler cloisters.

The heat bends the air
On the West bank,
So that the distance shudders.

Jordan is full to the Red Sea.

The heat from the engines overhead
Cut a swathe through the twisted air;
A deafening salvo

As the jets dive

On the Golan heights;

And the war goes on,

As the wedding continues

And the music grows louder

And the Sisters surrender

And the sailors come home.

My coffee grows colder in a china cup,
And | open my book,

Reclining,

In a chair,

In the shade.

FROM THE RESISTANCE

These are not heroic days for us.
We cannot draw swords

And fight side by side

Yehudah and his brothers;

Nor select stones and shaft them
Thru’ slingshots at foes

More powerful than brave,
Therefore doomed.

We can walk or be made march
Holding children,

Or we can hide, cringing

In the darkness of cellars . . .

Kiss the baby’s forehead

As he suckles at your breast,

His hand clenched ’round your finger
May one day wield a gun.

by Yonne Fein

Hold your anger, nurture it,

Like the life from your womb.

It is your only weapon

In these days of anguished terror.
And later when the voices rise

In a unison of denial

Your voice must be heard

As a testimony to pain.

Waters ceased to part long ago,

As did bushes spontaneously to combust.
But ‘vengeance is mine’ saith the Lord
And one day a reckoning must come.

oY
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BOOK REVIEW — by Dr. Rodney Gouttman

ABSOLUTION NEEDED

Edmund Campion, Rockchoppers — Growing up
Catholic in Australia, Penguin, 1982.

W. K. Hancock, Perspective in History, Dept. of
Economic History, Research School of Social Sciences,
The Australian National University, 1982.

It is rare to find the Holocaust a subject of concern
in mainstream Australian non-fiction. Perhaps because
of the ‘tyranny of distance’ in terms of both geography
and culture, it has been usual for Australians to call upon
British interpretations of the events that led to, and were
intimate in, World War |l. However, as Lucy Dawidowicz
has so poignantly demonstrated in “The Holocaust and
the Historians”, most British and even American
historians have failed to grant the Holocaust the place
in recent history it demands.

Two texts recently published in Australia do have
small sections devoted to the Holocaust. The first of these
is Father Edmund Campion’s “ROCKCHOPPERS —
GROWING UP CATHOLIC IN AUSTRALIA”, whose
chapter “Catholics and Jews” is an apologia designed
to exonerate Pope Pius Xll from the charge that he stood
quietly by while millions of Jews and others, including
many of his own clergy, were butchered by the Nazi death
machine. His silence is justified on pragmatic political
grounds that he knew German Catholics would resent
any criticism of Hitler, and thus it would have been foolish
to endanger both the Church in Germany and the
German-Papal Concordat of 1933.

Campion suggests that the Holy See, as a political
institution, is subject to all influences that are experienced
by such an entity especially the desire to maintain itself
at all cost. This could be accepted for the Catholic Church
if not for one very important fact — that it, through the
aegis of its leader, claims to be the ultimate authority
on moral issues in this world. Indeed, it is on this moral
plane that the weakness in Campion’s defence is revealed.
If the silence had been planned to protect the persecuted
from further outrages, then it might have had some moral
basis. However, evidence does not support any such
motivation.

Nowhere does Father Campion explain why German
Catholic Church leaders, with some notable exceptions,
were very willing to follow the Fuhrer’s anti-Jewish
programme. An attempt to hide behind the cassock of
Vatican II's “Declaration on the Relationship of the
Church to Non Christian Religions”, in which the Jews
of the modern era have been belatedly released from the
bonds of Deicide, can not replace important moral
questions concerning the silence of Pope Pius XII.

The second of the books is W. K. Hancock’s
“PERSPECTIVE IN HISTORY”. In his chapter “Jews
and Christians”, this eminent Australian historian seeks
to assess the role of certain Christians in contributing
to the historical atmosphere that led to the Holocaust.
He feels particularly uneasy with Hitler’s claim that Nazi
anti-Semitic practice was but a realisation of anti-Jewish
Christian theology. Despite Hancock’s passionate desire
to sever the many anti-Semitic demagogues over the
centuries from the Love theology of his Church, he is
unable to argue away the fact that Christian teaching
inspired the building of the pyres upon which Jews were
burned.

In this chapter, one senses that Hancock is seeking
absolution for guilt that, as a practising historian of the
time, he cared little about events in Germany in the 1920s
and 1930s, and so failed to correctly read Hitler’s
intentions. He is annoyed by revisionist histories which
attempt to portray Hitler as nice or simply misjudged.
His attack on such pernicious works allows him to follow
in the path of men such as Martin Niemoller, Dietrich
Bonhoffer, and the Roman Catholic Bishop Preysing of
Berlin, whom he admires in retrospect.

Hancock also reflects on the existence of the State
of Israel, to which Father Campion’s Catholic Church has
steadfastly refused diplomatic recognition. He suggests
that the Holocaust made Israel the lodestar of modern
Jewry. While Israel claims an overwhelming place in the
contemporary Jewish cosmology, the centrality of Judaism
can not be set aside so easily.

Neither of the two chapters introduce anything
substantially new. What is of interest is the continuing
problem that the Holocaust creates for two committed
Christians, one Catholic and the other Protestant.
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“SALUTE TO YOUTH”
by Janka Abrami

Not by bread alone will humanity survive
he cried, fists clenched, dark eyes ablaze,

a worrier in all his youthful glory
challenging his peers to fight

for what is right!

We'll change the world, watch out!

We won't stand idle like you did

without word or care, watching silently
while the wretched of the world were dying.

| didn’t answer. | had no quarrel with youth.
But my heart ached. For him, for me

for half forgotten memories

of another country, another town

when | stood before my father

as he stood before me now

and | called in my youthful glory

in another language, another tongue:

We’ll change the world. Watch out!

“DEAD FLOWERS”
by Janka Abrami

They brought him from the bunker
back hunched, skin shrivelled
sunken eyes squinting

limbs dry;

an old man-survivor

at the full age of twelve.

A drink of water dulled his hunger

stilled his thirst

reassured him.

He lifted his bony hand to shade his sight
and in a crackling voice he asked:

“Didn’t all the flowers die?”

Now at fifty he is young
skin smooth

muscles tight

eyes are sparkling

as he laughs and frolics
with the children of his son.

Only flowers make him cry.

“LAST LULLABY”

by Janka Abrami

(In memory of my sister and her child.)

She saw the chimneys belching smoke
and the black clouds above

covering the world with a blanket of doom
obscuring the picture of God.

‘She held on to her mother

the terror in her eyes

distorting the four year-old face

with ancient wisdom.

| don’t want to go in there for a shower
she cried, | don’t want to go!

Shash . . . my pet, don’t cry

the water won’t be cold

and I'll hold you tight

the woman soothed her child

as they walked into the concrete cage.
She couldn’t see the chimneys anymore
nor the dark clouds above

nor did she hear the moans

and “Shma Israel!” of others

as she snuggled close to her mother

All she heard was the loving voice
whisper the last lullaby of Auschwitz:
Shash . . . my darling, shash . . .

Melbourne Chronicle ® April-May 1985

13



JANUSZ KORCZAK, REFLECTIONS

There was a Polish proverb, or an excerpt from some writing,
I am not sure. It was so many years ago that | have forgotten.
It went something like:

‘There is no time to grieve for roses
when forests are on fire.

During the Second World War, there lived a man who was
in charge of two hundred orphans. And that man, in the darkest
hours of the Warsaw Ghetto, paraphrased his proverb and
suggested it as a motto of the days to come.

‘One has to grieve for roses
when forests are on fire!

His name was Janusz Korczak.

On leaving the Orphanage, one of his children summed
up what the association with Korczak meant to him. He said:

‘If not for the Home, | wouldn’t know that there are honest
people in the world who never steal. | wouldn’t know that one
can speak the truth. | wouldn’t know that there are just laws
in the world!

This is a reason, if not the reason why we remember
Korczak forty years after his heroic end.

What was the destiny of this man? What were the forces
which dictated to him to live life as he did?

Janusz Korczak was born in 1878. His father was a lawyer,
his grandfather a doctor. The family name was Goldszmit. It
was an assimilated, well to do intellectual Warsaw family. Young
Henryk grew up in an atmosphere of understanding and
comfort. When he was twelve, his father became mentally sick
and later died. The sickness ruined the family and Henryk tried
to help the situation by giving private lessons. Later he studied
and graduated as a doctor of medicine. Even during this period
he had found time to assist in the poor district libraries.

At the age of twenty he entered a literary competition under
the nom-de-plume of Janusz Korczak. His work was singled out
and Korczak adopted the name as his own.

A doctor, a writer, a young man with a social conscience.

He wrote: ‘I haven't left the world behind me. It is here
with me. | am not here to be loved and admired, but to work,
to love and to admire. It is not for anyone to worry about me.
It is my duty to worry about the world, the child. He felt that
there were unknown powers concentrating in him. He noted
that he had an investigating mind, not necessarily to find the
answers, but rather to keep on posing further questions.

No wonder that Janusz Korczak wasn't satisfied to be just
a doctor. He practised medicine and used the money he earned
to help his less fortunate patients. And he studied, observed,
assessed, made notes, which became the life-long practice of
his and which he highly recommended to all his students.
‘Everything is important’, he said, ‘and if | wouldn’t write it down,
| won't remember.

In pre-First World War period he worked in the Jewish
pediatric hospital and kept his normal medical practice. He
allowed himself a year and a half leave of absence to further
his studies in Berlin, Paris and London. Back in Poland, back
to the hospital, work among the poor of Warsaw slums, back
to writing. He went twice to summer camps where he worked
as a instructor and later became a member of the Society to
aid orphans. He took an active part in the project and once
the Krochmalna Street orphanage was built he was assigned
to take charge of the institution. Thus 1912 marks the beginning
of Korczak’s life-long vocation.

Two years of hard work and then mobilisation. It was the
second one for Korczak, he had already taken part in the Russo-
Japanese war of 1905.

A doctor, a healer, a humanitarian was thrown once again
into the depth of human madness resulting in endless suffering
and degradation.

by Maria Lewitt

‘I don’t know how and what a soldier of a victorious army
feels . . ! he reflected.

It must be characteristic of Korczak that he had written
‘How to Love a Child’ during this time. ‘I wrote this book in
a field hospital to the accompaniment and cacophony of gunfire,
during the war’

Regarding his own writing Korczak said: ‘Once you put the
book away and your mind starts reflecting, using your own
thoughts . . . only then the book has fulfiled its purpose. He
maintained that as a writer he owed most to Chekhov, ‘a great
social diagnostician and clinician’.

Korczak grew up to become an individual, he stood aside,
never fitting into any existing organisations. ‘I never belonged
to a political party though they were my tutors in the social
sphere. His needs were modest. A room, a bed, a cupboard,
a large desk, books and the right to work in his field.

His education methods were simple, logical and therefore
appealing to many. ‘To reform the world means that the existing
educational system must undergo radical changes, observed
Korczak. He wanted to end the era in which the education of
a child was governed, to a large extent, by a whistle and a strap.
He wanted children to be treated as an equal to any adult. He
was fighting for their right to respect, love and understanding.
A principal role of a teacher should be to awaken children’s need
of self education and motivation. Children should be encouraged
to think and reflect, to become self critical. Children must be
heard and listened to . . .

Sounds familiar, except that Korczak advocated all this some
fifty, sixty years ago.

The Children’s Home became something of a testing
ground for his methods where children lived within the
framework of self government. There was a Law-Court and a
Parliament with democratically elected members, different
degrees of citizenship assessed by the community, according
to the individual’s study effort, general behaviour and assistance
to the others.

Children were involved in every aspect of work at the Home.
They were expected to clean, take part in kitchen duties, assist
in the library and also take care of the new arrivals who were
to settle in the Home. But there was no elite work there. Korczak
made it clear and maintained that there should be no exclusively
manual and no exclusively mental work assigned to anyone.
Korczak hoped that through these methods, children would be
able to better understand themselves and develop respect for
the community at large. He recognised the importance of day-
dreaming and encouraged his children to express themselves
both orally and on paper.

‘Oh, | kiss those children with my eyes, thoughts — always
questioning: who are you the unknown miracle . . . what
possibilities and promises do you hold?, he summed up his
attitude. ‘l kiss them with my free will, could | be of any
assistance to you? . . . | kiss them as an astronomer might kiss
some star, which always was, is, and will be there’

| don’t think Korczak was the only one who worked along
these lines. He openly admitted that he wasn’t an innovator.
He rather used the progressive ideas of Pestalozzi, Fabre and
Montessori and put them to practice, expanding and adapting
them to the individual needs of every child.

| often think why do we remember Korczak, the man who
was born over a hundred years ago. He was a man who lived
a noble, rich life which came to the end in the most horrific
way. | ask myself this question many times, trying to push aside
all my life-long admiration for the Man.

To be continued
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