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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Politics and art are uneasy companions. They have
much to do with each other, yet often they rest awkwardly
side by side in works which may have had a greater
aesthetic quality if the former had been excluded; or a
far stronger impact if the latter effect had not been striven
for. It is not unrealistic to ask, however, if they can be
separated into two distinct categories with no overlap
whatsoever. Some of the finest works in English and
European literature have been a blending of these two
factors with dazzling results. One need only consider
Tolstoy's War and Peace, Camus’ The Plague,
Conrad’s Nostromo, the earlier poetry of W. H. Auden
or any work of Alexander Solzhenytsen’s, to see how great
minds have used art to express political notions or vice-
versa: using politics — notably The Gulag Archipelago
— to convey to a literature and literary audience concepts
which are artistic in their execution yet revolutionary in
their content.

Yet, a distinction can and should be made between
political writing artistically done, or artistic achievement
with political overtones, and propaganda. Propaganda has
often used art as a thin shield to protect and justify itself
in a field where rightly it has no place. Some of Berthold
Brecht’s early plays, written when he was twenty-one or
twenty-two, the Soviet school of socialist realism, the
American movement of the 1930s (which found outlet
in little magazines such as transition and The
Partisan Review), are all examples of propaganda
masquerading as art and, on the whole, doing the job
pitifully. Too often, when the author of any work feels
that he or she must stand upon a soap-box and
harrangue readers with his or her newly found convictions,
the result is work that is laboured, sluggish and dreadfully
naive — with the naivete that only young, politically
obsessed firebrands (whose commitment is probably not
to be questioned, and is quite sincere), are capable of.
Many have seen and still do see pen and ink as viable
weapons in their battle with the silent, unthinking
majority. But instead of using their chosen implements
with any sort of finesse, they usually bludgeon their
readers into either submission or contemptuous hostility.
They use obvious tactics — contrived plots, stilted
dialogues and two-dimensional characters who lead lives
and perform deeds they ought to lead and perform, rather
than reflect the reality many of us know to exist in the
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actual world. Here we have crude caricature ascendant
over characterisation. The results are usually dismal, and,
regrettably, sometimes effective in their manipulativeness.

With the death of Judah Waten on the 29th of July
this year — incidentally his sevety-fourth birthday —
Australia has lost one of her foremost writers who was
able skilfully to blend art and politics into an integral
whole. His novels were never forums for imposing upon
his readers his beliefs about the sufferings of humanity.
Yet, one could not read works such as, Season of Youth
and Alien Son, or short stories, such as the collection
in Love and Rebellion, without achieving a real sense
and understanding of the struggles of the working class.

Whatever his political stance was — and he was an
ardent supporter and member of the Communist Party,
though they expelled him in 1941, which was the fate
of many an outspoken artist who questioned the Party line
— Judah Waten never allowed his political beliefs to
override his aesthetic considerations. Also, he rarely lost
his sense of humour. To talk to him was a delight. He
could laugh at himself and his reputation in a manner
that is unusual among writers. And he could be incisively
perceptive about the Jewish community which was proud
of his literary achievement, yet often suspicious of his
political commitment.

When | interviewed him last year for a research
project into Jewish cultural life in Carlton before World
War |l, he initiated the discussion into his left-wing
activities.

“Do you know anything about a left-wing
organisation called the ‘Gezerd?” ” he asked me.

“The Communist group?”

“Yes. Well, there were Communists in it. The
Communists were probably the leading people. But there
were a lot of non-Communists, too, people who were very
friendly towards the Soviet Union. They had a hall in
Rathdown Street. There were very, very active; and active
culturally — in Yiddish, mostly”.

“So it wasn’t just political then?” | asked.

“Ah well, what isn’t political? | suppose it was. It was
all very anti-Nazi: very much a mobilisation of Jews and
non-Jews against the coming war, which many people
wanted to deny. Because, after all, the government was,
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in this country, very pro-Nazi, very pro-Hitler . . . But all
the organisations were strongly against the Germans,
though there were differences of opinion within the
community. You know, the Kadimah had many different
groupings. There were a lot of Jews who adopted (Rabbi)
Danglow’s position. It wasn’t a very unusual position”.

“But it did divide the communty, didn’t it?”
| commented.

“Well of course. The upper class Jews, the older,
established families — they’d made their money at the
turn of the century — they didn’t want to stir things up.
They were very conservative. But of course, Hitler really
caught them in a way. He made it very difficult. They
didn’t want to oppose him, but the anti-Semitism made
that impossible. Same thing happened in the U.S. The
Jewish Congress wouldn’t lift a finger.”

This excerpt from an interview that was supposed

to last an hour, yet took a whole morning — with Judah'’s
wife making coffee, and their dog trying to escape the
room to which he had been confined for the duration
— shows the man’s humour and clear-sightedness. He
was a tireless chronicler of the Jewish immigrant
experience in Australia, particularly in Victoria. Yet, as The
Age stated (30-7-1985), ‘his proudest claim always was
that he was an Australian writer, He combined cultures
in his work, he combined the restless relationship
between politics and art, always with sensibility, always
with supreme skill. He was a master craftsman in a field
where too often craft is ignored and grandiose yet facile
experiments are perpetrated upon the unwary reader in
the name of Art.

Judah Waten never forgot those for whom he wrote.
His voice will be sorely missed.

Yvonne Fein

LETTERS

Dear Editor,

It is possible that | am relieving you of your duty to
point out to Mr. John Greenway that he is entitled to read
anything printed in English or published in any language
known to him.

Dear Mr. Greenway you are not encroaching on any
tribal secret initiation and can stop pretending a hesitation
which does not show in your prolonged sermon to S.
Lieder and probably all of us.

| too, feel offended by the statement of Mr. Collins
“as if they would have died an honourable death”. You
see Mr. Greenway, | saw them die in battles and
Holocausts (the plural is not a slip of the pen) and find
Martyrdom of Man to be beyond descriptions of honour
or glory. The Martyrdom of European Jews and the
Kampucheans and the youth of Australia sacrificed at
Gallipoli in a politically motivated plan without chance
of achievement or escape moves me equally and deeply
— and same seems to be the case with S. Lieder. This
is the way | read it Mr. John Greenway . . . ... and get
yourself a bottle of sauce.

You have categorised your feelings in tryptych
condemnations but by omitting to grasp the contents of
the offensive writings of Mr. Collins and the justified anger
of S." Lieder resenting the images of the “non-honourable
dead” you have proven that you have nothing to contribute
in this matter and your accusations of tribalism etc. seem
to be misplaced or ?2?

Yours faithfully,
Dr. M. LIEDER-MRAZEK

2 Melbourne Chronicle

With Compliments

from

YORK
KNITTING

The “Melbourne Chronicle’, published by the Jewish National
Library and Cultural Centre “Kadimah’, aims to deal with
cultural, communal, social, political and religious issues of interest
and relevance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Melbourne Chronicle” invites
contributions of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques and
reviews from all interested members in the community. In
particular, it seeks to serve as an outlet for local creative literary
talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors to the “Melbourne
Chronicle” are their own and do not necessarily represent the view
of the editorial committee of the Kadimah organisation.
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MY SHTETL

An excerpt from the forthcoming novel, Between Fire and Water, based on the author’s personal experiences

during WW. Il

My Yiddish shtetl, the little town where my young
and naive dream-world began, doesn’t exist anymore.
From that small village, Radoszyce, my Polish Jewish
birthplace, | carry my warmest memories.

The place that seemed so large to me, with its
surrounding landscape of vast, green, beautiful Polish
forests, golden cornfields and pastureland full of yellow
field flowers which excited my childish eyes, was actually
a small village, hardly a visible dot on the Polish map.
From that shtetl which cradled Jewish culture and
tradition for hundreds of years grew my spiritual roots.

| was close to the rivers and their watersongs. | grew
with the trees my grandfather planted outside my window
the day | was born. | felt those trees were mine, a part
of my being. | watched them grow large and tall and
looked upon them with envy and excitement, for | felt
so small compared to those colossals and their wide,
spreading branches.

As a child | felt the shtetl of my grandparents and
great-grandparents was mine. The neighbours, Jewish
and non-Jewish alike, were also mine, and | felt
| belonged to them. We knew each others’ troubles and
joys. Only religious differences separated us. My parents
went on Saturdays to the synagogue to pray to the eternal
God; my Christian girlfriend’s parents went to the church
on Sundays. My grandparents lay in eternal rest in the
Yiddish cemetery; hers, in the Christian cemetery, but
the birth pains and death pains were the same.

Most of the Jewish population of the town (about
three hundred families) were deep-rooted in that shtetl
for many many generations, some as craftsmen, others
as tradesmen or merchants. They never saw wealth and
seldom complained about God-given destiny, for it was
a world unto itself, rich in old Jewish tradition, religious
culture and warmth. There were a multitude of relatives,
friends and acquaintances in that one, single, little
township.

Also the majority of the non-Jewish neighbours
(about six-hundred families) lived in poverty. They too
struggled to eke out a living, content with a piece
of bread a bit of salt for taste, and a quart of kerosene
to light their one-room living quarters.

| was not yet aware of social injustice, hatred, anti-
Semitism, and the sufferings of life. Beside my parents,
| felt safe, secure, happy to be born into this world, happy
to be alive and to belong to my gentle mother and strong
father, proud to be a member of our family together with
my sister and our two brothers.

Every second neighbour was a part of our family —
an aunt, an uncle, a cousin. Every little girl or boy, a friend
of mine. When | look back to my shtetl | can see it
distinctly, its length and width, all its streets and houses.
| can remember its people and who lived in which little
house. Every corner is bound with memories. “Good
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morning Shevele”, “Good morning, good morning”, | was
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by Sheva Glas-Wiener

greeted every day on my way to school. It seemed to me
that the birds in their nests and the gentle moving of
the twigs echoed the same “Good morning Shevele”.

Every elderly person could tell stories of who and
what | was; they knew exactly the history of my parents’
lives, even before their own births. Now the poor-rich
shtetl of my childhood, where | stepped daily the hard
cobblestones and happily played merry-go-round in the
middle of the market during the first years of my life,
exists no more. It survives only in my memory. The people
of my childhood all live in my mind’s eye, in my
compassion, in my love for them, in my dreams at night
and my nostalgic longing during the day. They are a sad
echo in my heart.

Those young years in the shtetl remain deeply
engraved in my mind, even more that the next sixty years
of my life. Radoszyce, my spiritual Yiddish home, is
silenced forever. Everything was swept away by fire. The
home where my mother cradled her children was reduced
to rubble and ash. The threshold of our home, the only
part left after the fire, is overgrown with weeds. My
ancestors were invited by King Casimir the Great in the
fourteenth century to help economically rebuild the
rundown Polish country with their wisdom, knowledge
and hard work. But now there is no sign of the place
where they lived, married, bore children, and made
simchas for so many generations.

All my material heritage, my letters, family photo
albums, the hair from my scalp, were taken away from
me at the gates of Auschwitz. Everything my parents left
| carry inside me, like a treasure chest — their hearts,
songs, voices, love and prayers. Their teaching is the
heritage | carried with me when | went through all those
Ghetto and concentration camp ‘journeys’, till Sweden,
Poland, Germany, Austria and my very last stop, Australia.

My father’s teaching, to live according to the law of
Torah, the ethics of our great prophets, and the religion
of love for God and all people, not differentiating between
races, colours or beliefs, went with me all the way to
Auschwitz. There God and people disappointed me. From
then on | could no longer praise God. | could no longer
say Ani Maamin, “| believe”, the way my dear mother
probably believed, even on seeing the flames of the
crematoria consuming the last bones of her youngest
child.

The faces of my dear ones growing vague in my
memory. With every passing day their images fade, and
it’s getting difficult for me to recollect what they really
looked like.

Sometimes, in the street or in a tram, when | notice
a resemblance to my sister or my brothers, | gaze at their
faces and look into their eyes for as long as possible,
often ashamed of myself. It sometimes happens that |
have a desire to approach that person and say, “l had
a sister once, and she was as beautiful as you are”.
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GOING DOWN

“The point is,” he said, waving his bony hands at me
to emphasise what he was saying. “The point is . . .”

But there was no real point. He just used that phrase,
like so many other English clauses and cliches, because
he felt it made him sound at home in a language — the
use of which, actually, would forever brand him a
foreigner. He liked to say, ‘nevertheless, a lot, and if you
consider the various angles, and ‘subjectively (or
objectively) speaking’. Always though, he returned to ‘the
point is” as a cat does to a place where a saucer of
milk is known to be available. ‘The point is’, made him
feel, for some reason, learned; a man of weighty opinions.
Every time he said it, you could see his chest expand with
the pleasure and pride of one about to propound an
undying philosophy.

“Objectively speaking”, this weaver of tales now
proposed. He was a supplier of yarn to my parents’
clothing factory, and a family friend besides. He cornered
me at every opportunity to discuss with a ‘university
gradjet’ the issues he felt mere shmutter manufacturers
could never appreciate.

“Objectively speaking, if ever there was a lost
generation, yours is the one. | know you say in reply to
that, that it is the fault of the parents. We lost you and
you remained lost. Nevertheless, we suffered in the War
and we never learnt how to translate this suffering into
a constructive way of life. We just passed the suffering
on. To you, who are all lost. You keep the psychiatrists
and the family law courts in business. Not fair to you,
perhaps, but it explains a lot. The point is, you’re lost
and sick. You can blame us, but that won’t give you
direction and it won’t make you healthy.”

| muttered something about a pressing work schedule
and escaped as my father entered the room, demanding
to know with what nonsense Yossel was assailing me this
time.

“Why she listens to you is a mystery,” he said.

“The point is,” Yossel declared, “l make sense.”

“Sense? | heard the end of what you were saying. Lost
and sick. What rubbish you talk! She’s as.healthy as a
horse and always knew where she was going. Look at her
— a teacher of the language and the literature. Does she
look lost to you? Huh, Yossel?”

The point is, | said to myself as | shut the door to my
bedroom, | was fifteen when my first depression hit.

It was not your ordinary, unremarkable, adolescent
blues such as are had by most fifteen-year-olds whose
first love has revealed himself to be a pizza-gobbling, sex-
obsessed disappointment of shallow intellect rather than
the doctor-apparent of glittering future he first represented
himself to be. Nor was it the type of downer-stroke-fear
phenomenon induced by failing maths yet again — in
spite of all the extra coaching — with the prospect
imminent of parents committing infanticide shortly after
opening and reading the report.
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by Louise Hartley

No, this was a real depression, the other side of the
manic coin; something to do with my heredity of
melancholic grandmothers and alcoholic uncles, all long
dead at the hands of an enemy more bitter than sickness.

But historical imperatives aside, Yossel’s ‘the point is’,
caused me now to look at those first three months of
yawning, plumbless misery. Perhaps | have never
understood them fully, though Lord knows, | realised then
and there how lost and sick | was: staring miserably into
space and unable to function. Unaware, too, of what had
gripped me and made me stop.

My whole life went into unanimated suspension for
those three months. | didn’t 2o out, didn’t study, nor did
| participate in class, in sport nor in the involved pre-
mating rituals of my peers. All | did was read book after
book after book; but it was as though the volumes were
sucked into a black hole. Once read, they were
immediately forgotten. Also, and unsurprisingly, | failed
every second-term examination. Not just your forty-nine
per cent: this student could do better if she talked less
and paid attention more. But you honest-to-goodness,
fair dinkum zeroes: this student appears to have left every
test-paper blank.

The academic debacle was the worst part of it —
though it was all so bad that to say one aspect was worse
than another is like having a preference for decapitation
over strangulation as a way to die.

Yet it was, and still is, | suppose, a serious thing for
a J.A.P. (acronym for Jewish Australian Princess, to wit:
a spoiled, indulged, female person whose male
counterpart is the J.A. Prince — even more spoiled and
indulged) to fail everything. | mean, | was going to be
a lawyer — a Clarence Darrow-type barrister, actually —
fighting injustice, battling ignorance and skewering
prejudice on the rapier of my honed-to-a-deadly-edge
intellect.

And a Nobel Prize-winning author in my spare time.

‘A lawyer you’re going to be?” my mother would scoff.
‘Huh! You can’t even keep your room tidy or finish your
homework without being nagged fifty or sixty times. You
only want to go to university so you can sit around in
dirty jeans with the other beatniks, drinking coffee,
smoking cigarettes and pretending you’re sooo smart with
your fancy talk. A lawyer? You never win an argument
with me, even! A judge you’re going to convince?’

She was right, that mother of mine, that jogger of four
miles daily, that survivor. But | only adopted the lawyer
idea in the first place because neither parent thought
much of the money-making propensities of writers —
more particularly, their daughter as one — and spent long
sessions with my sister trying to talk her into talking me
out of my foolishness.

‘For God’s sake, she listens to you. A writer! Tell her
she should study the sciences: Physics, Chemistry, Pure
and Applied mathematics.
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‘Mum, she fails basic maths. What Pure and Applied!’

‘All right. Economics, then, languages, something she
can make a living from.

‘But she wants to write!

‘So let her write. Am | stopping her? Gesund-e-heit she
should write. You see? Even | can make poetry. Letters
she can write, shopping lists. But talk sense to her. She
should study something practical’

Why was it so important to my parents that | study
for something practical and lucrative? After all, one might
suppose that the majority of Jewish girls married doctors
or lawyers who invested in property and/or went into their
father-in-law’s businesses; then lived in a consumer’s
paradise ever after, and let’s not go too deeply into the
happily.

That supposition may be broadly accurate, but over and
above it there was our obsession with learning and
knowledge. And taking precedence even over this, was
that my mother, long may she run, had been one of the
original liberationists. She worked, and still works,
alongside my father in their garment business which they
built from sweat, guts and brains after the War. And he
worked alongside her at home, changing nappies,
mashing baby food, and neither ever saw anything
unusual in the way they had it organised. So it was a
foreign, unpalatable concept to my mother that any
daughter of hers should be dependent upon a man for
her upkeep.

She was liberated, as well, in matters other than those
relating to the work ethic. She believed in total honesty
with her daughters on all subjects, and although she
never introduced the topic of sex herself, she always, to
give her due credit, answered our questions to the best
of her ability. This ability, however, was occasionally
limited owing to her sheltered and very religious
upbringing.

In the sixth grade, | remember coming home from
school one day and asking:

‘What’s a lesbian, Mummy?’

I'd been accused of being one because I'd linked arms
with a girlfriend on the way out of class, into the
playground.

‘I don’t know, she replied. ‘What is a lesbian?’

She thought it was a riddle. | suppose they didn’t have
such things in the Old Country.

A couple of years later — and | remember the incident
with uncanny clarity — we were cleaning the kitchen after
breakfast one Sunday. My mother was applying a Wettex
to the laminex table-top with the same vigour with which
she did everything else. | was sweeping the floor.

‘Mum, | said, with no preliminaries, ‘when you and
Dad make love, does he lie on top of you?

The Wettex never missed a beat.

‘Yes, she replied. ‘You’ve missed some crumbs there,
over by your sister’s chair’

All that straightforwardness notwithstanding,
something was still terribly wrong; for there | was: fifteen,
in the grip of this mind-made monster and a failed
student as well.
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| may never have been the teachers’ pet, well-behaved
and demurely studious, but | had always been very vain
of my ability to pass any exam, excepting maths, with
a minimum of effort during the year, and a last minute,
all out blitz on the essentials when the annual scholastic
crunch came.

This was different. | didn’t want to work. Or, more
accurately, | did want to, but couldn’t. There seemed to
be an accumulation of anxiety and panic rolled up in a
layer of sadness and self-hate from which | could not
emerge. Every time | tried to put pen to paper
academically — and forget creatively, because nothing
creative happens in the abyss — the momentum seemed
to freeze in the tips of my fingers before | could transfer
it to the ink and the page, which | had always considered
my friends till now: warm, living things that would one
day be the instruments of my fame and fortune.

To say, as Yossel had said, that | was lost and sick as
a natural birthright seems cruel and simplistic, but what
other explanation is there? | had never before given any
indication of depressive tendencies and had always been
able to cope with whatever life decided to fling at the
average Jewish teenager — which was not much. So why,
now did | find myself in this predicament? The shadow
of the Holocaust was, admittedly, ever-present in a corner
of my psyche, but it was as much a part of my existence
as eating breakfast or quarrelling with my sister. Could
one really point to it as the cause of what was happening?
Yossel would say yes, but what suddenly makes him an
authority?

And what of my parents through all of this? Why had
they spared my life at report time? Not cut off my pocket-
money and my head for the good of my soul? Mainly
because they were travelling — to the fashion capitals
of the world in search of new machinery, styles, fabrics
and prints. My sister and | were left with two of their
closest friends on these occasions, whom we called Aunt
and Uncle, and who acted like the grandparents we had
lost long before we were born. They loved us enormously,
blindly, indulgently, and fortunately, their English was
appalling. My sister and | spoke an admixture of German,
Hungarian and Pidgin English to them, and whenever
they had to sign any documents relating to academic
procedure — from-derogatory report-cards to detention
notices — they trustingly took our word for it that all was
in order. This had the virtue of making life much easier
for the three months of annual, parental absence.

Once, during this misery, | was press-ganged into a
class debate by one of those vague yet ardent English
teachers who was oblivious to almost everything about
her students except the written assignments they
submitted. | pleaded period cramps, toothache, a dying
puppy in the garden at home which was keeping me
awake nights in order to nurse it, but she was not
interested.

“You’ll be over all that next week, dear, when it’s time
to speak. I'm sure you’ll manage not to disappoint us.

Debates were always a family affair in our household.
Apart from our combined penchant for inspired
argument, my parents and sister always pitched in
enthusiastically whenever | had to take the floor at school.
They took on the roles of the opposition, the
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backbenchers, the hecklers and of my fellow-speakers in
a performance of schizophrenic brilliance which | have
never seen equalled on any stage. Any hole in my
argument would be discovered and plugged. Any possible
question from the opposing team would be anticipated,
then practised for. So that whenever a debate was
scheduled, | could go to school supremely confident in
my ability to cope with any queries on those burning
subjects of the sixties of which our teachers were so
enamoured: ‘Should homework be abolished?’ or ‘Is there
a place for corporal punishment in our Halls of Learning?’
or ‘A woman’s place is in the home. Discuss.

This last topic invariably had three girls on the negative
side and three boys on the affirmative. When we were
twelve and thirteen, these disputes usually ended in
violence in the playground, the boys victorious and
assured that we would stand obediently, if not
contentedly, in our appointed places at the kitchen sinks,
the stoves and the washing machines of Australia, with
those B.As we were going to get framed neatly and
uselessly over the bedheads.

But on this occasion, as | have stated, my parents were
away and my sister was completely out of her depth when
confronted by this depression of mine. | doubt that | even
bothered to mention the debate to her.

I will never forget facing the class. It seemed like one
of those many-headed monsters of Greek mythology. My
two friends, Joan and Lisa, were the only supportive
bodies out there, panicking in the knowledge that the
little cards | held in my hand — supposedly back-up notes
— were completely blank. | hadn’t been able to prepare
a single word.

‘Human life is sacred, | began convincingly. | had
decided to trust to God and the propensity | had always
had for ad-lib in the days Before Depression.

‘A man and a women have the power, with the help
of the Lord, to create life. They have no right to destroy it.

| saw Joan’s face begin to relax and Lisa nodded
encouragingly up at me. | was speaking for the abolition
of capital punishment — another burning issue of the
‘sixties — and believing in what | was saying helped a
great deal.

‘The seventh commandment, | continued with a
confidence | did not feel, ‘states categorically: Thou shalt
not kill!

Nemesis, in the form of Michael Silberstein overtook
me at this point.

‘That’s the sixth commandment, snailbrain, he yelped
gleefully, and all my momentum collapsed, as a souffle
does, if you inadvertently slam a door while it cooks.

‘Thankyou, Michael, said Miss Ardent. ‘You can make
that point in question time. Continue please, dear’

| tried, but the Almighty had forsaken me. | suppose
He felt that if | did not know the correct order of His
commandments, | was not worthy of His assistance.

‘The . . . the sixth commandment, then, | stuttered,
‘states catastrophically . . . that is to say, categorically:
Thou shalt not kill”

That was as much as | managed before the tears
overtook whatever words were forming in my throat. | ran
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from the class to the sanctuary of the girls’ toilets, where
the panic, the suppressed hysteria and the sheer horror
of the past months almost overwhelmed me in a storm
of weeping.

There were other incidents, | am sure, more or less as
painful as the debating debacle, but none returns to mind
with the violent clarity of that public humiliation.

Still, not to over-dramatise, | must say that it did not
permanently blight my life, this depression, only
intermittently. Eventually, my parents returned from their
global wanderings and it lifted. Third term was
academically successful and Joan and Lisa were greatly
relieved that | had become, once again, that difficult,
volatile identity who reinforced the verity of the maxim,
‘three’s a crowd.

Being out from under the cloud made life very much
sweeter than it had been before. Absence of depression
was so exhilarating that all my senses seemed sharper,
more alert and | actually became intrigued by what had
happened. | analysed the phenomenon down to its last
characteristic, or so | thought. Then | put it away, out
of mind, down to experience. | did not even consider the
possibility of its recurrence. | could bear one episode, even
learn from it about the latent sadness and self-
condemnation that | had never suspected lay below my
aggressive surface. But another was to terrible to
contemplate; and at fifteen, when things are too terrible
to contemplate, one doesn’t. At least, | didn’t.

Besides which, Yossel was not there to tell me that
it must return, and that these things do not just visit
once and memorably — like an aunt from Israel — and
the go away, never to be seen again.

With Compliments

from

TEXWEAR
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SHABBAT SALAAM*

...and G-d blessed the seventh day,
hallowed it and rested from all work . . .

From its exalted position above the stove, the clock
menaced, mechanically flipping digits in manic motion,
or so it seemed to Chana, just twenty minutes before
the eve of Shabbat. Six o’clock, where was he? Late —
late again. Pots on the stove gurgled and blew, steam
and odours mingling, lingering in air still turbid from the
afternoon’s humidity. A shock of faces darkened the
doorway, streaked from fun in mud and sun. Something
had to be done about that dirt, a bath, no less. Where
was Chaim, to give a helping hand at least. Chaim,
dreamy Chaim, fantasising on the freeway no doubt,
humming a tune, tapping a finger to airwaves dancing
from the dashboard. Perhaps he was immobile amidst
dozens of dashboards pile all along the freeway, trapped
by green, amber, red and the 5.30 p.m. homeward crawl.
Wailing reached her ears. Someone had been kicked. Ah,
who had time to worry about it? Let them sort it out.
A small, wounded warrior presented himself for a kiss
and a bandage. Minutes flew, so did Chana.

“Home, home and I'm free,

From bumper bar monopoly,

Where the smell of the fumes,

Is, one presumes,

Fueling Bob’s gas economy . . . Ha, ha!”

The prodigal husband, ditty on his lips and an ahuh
in his eyes at the sight of his wife’s blackening brow,
teetered onto the threshold of his castle, bedecked with
parcels; cake, grape juice, a Shabbat gift for the children,
who leaped and shrieked, “Mine! No, mine!” as they
jostled for the toy. He'd forgotten to buy two.

“Share, share,” he complained, pushing the
scrambling, squabbling bodies away from his tortured
eardrums, but they would not be placated. “All right, into
the shower if you can't take turns,” he cried, prising his
gift from the victor. “l see your mother wants us out of
the way anyway.” He swept them into his arms and into
the bathroom, sooled a naked, squealing escapee with
threats of extinction, slammed the door and drowned the
protests with a hiss of steamy water.

Chana, earnest upholder of the law, faithful follower
of Ruth, Miriam and Deborah, peered anxiously from
behind thick glasses on unadorned face at the load left
squatting on the floor. No, the Shabbat candles would
not be lit on time. Just her good fortune that the
neighbour, she of the beady eye and vengeful tongue
would present her credentials on the eve of Shabbat and
view the disarray. How the head would bob and dard,
hungrily savouring transgressions exhibited so explicitly.
Better lie low and hope for the best.

Chana tidied the kitchen, threw unwashed dishes into
the cupboard and rummaged hastily for matches
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by Bronwen Lichtenstein

amongst packages in the overcrowded pantry. The oven;
she’d forgotten to switch it off in her dash for the lounge
and the candles standing in virginal expectancy. Ten
minutes late, par for the course these days. Bubbles of
sweat prickled beneath her scarf. She scratched the spot
absentmindedly, struck a match and applied a flame to
wick before uttering a blessing for the incoming Sabbath.
The candles flickered, uncertain, gathering creamy
incandescent strength to transform serviceable
surroundings to softer, more supple hues. Shutters of the
night turned dusk to dark and the candles glowed radiant
until finally, flames faltered, sputtered, died, leaving the
night to battle the winds of dawn.

Shabbat day and Chaim’s snores played a rhythmic
dance with the bedclothes, early morning sun specks
fluttering at the curtains. Oh, for the Saturday paper and
a cup of coffee while peace reigned supreme. Chana
surreptitiously pulled on an ancient gown and with
practised step, moved silently down the creaky hall to the
back door. Raw dawn air met her, fierce and forcing to
capacity the slumbering sacs of her lungs. As she walked,
flowers she had planted and coaxed, unfolded petals to
greet her shyly, limp and damp until dried by the heat
of day. Dew stroked bare ankles, grabbed at the edge
of her nightgown.

A creak of the paper boy’s bike sounded his
approach, the morning so still that the rustle of his
clothes too, was audible to her ears. He failed to see her
crouched behind the shrubs, modest and unprepared to
meet a fellow traveller of the morning. The newspaper
was gratifyingly bulky, plump with the printed word. She
hugged it to her and scurried back into the house.

The children slept on — time clock to her solitude,
lest the relish entirely minutes borrowed for herself.
Edging into bed, mindful of a pact with silence, she
opened and flattened the wad of newsprint, blackening
the bedcover where it lay. Chaim grunted, scratched, as
a page tickled and crackled in his somnolent ear; he
burrowed further to escape its intrusion.

News of the day, politics, people; lifeline to the world
outside.

Pictures of faces, eyes unsmiling, knowing, alien. The
world without, hers within, cushioned, cocooned,
comforted by the ghetto that was Caulfield, tucking her
cosily into bed each night, ensuring the same for her
children. That other world, free of the minutia of her life.
The fences of her religion had not yet dulled the keening
of her ancestors, she felt no compulsion to explore
untrammelled boundaries, the nation’s birthright.
Nevertheless, Chana, devoted daughter of Zion, devoured
the words before her, seconds, minutes of stolen time
pushing her eyes ever forward.
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“Hellooo!” Pink cheeks, tousled hair, bounded with
a flurry of limbs onto the bed. “Story, Mummy.”

“Wait a minute darlings. Wait until I've finished with
the paper, or ask Daddy when he’s awake.”

She glanced at Chaim’s inert figure, hump of
bedcover blue, oblivious. The darlings jumped, the
mound yelled, mother was rewarded.

“Get out of here!”

“Jump, jump, jump!”

“Come on Chaim, time to wake up anyway.”
“Give me the paper then.”

“No, read the kids a story . ..,” but his arm had
reached out and grabbed the pages. Squirming bodies
settled beside her, eyes expectantly on the book in her
hand.

“Once upon a time . ..’

They walked to the Synagogue while the day
hummed and sang to the sunshine. The children ran
ahead picking up sticks to fight imaginary foes. They were
dressed in blue and white best; blue skullcaps and suits,
white shirts, and socks pulled tightly up to scraped knees.
Chana decided as they became dusty and dishevelled,
but they chortled and ran, swinging the sticks gleefully,
threatening the occasional dog, fence or passerby. A
downslope run saw them in Hotham Street, where traffic
thundered, drowning all else in soulless fury. Chaim called
to his youngsters to watch the road, but they ran on,
heedless, soon reaching the gates of the Synagogue.
Worshippers hovered around the entrance, women
bewigged and bejewelled, fashion contrast to their
menfolk’s sombre garb. Customary greetings of the day
were exchanged as Chaim and Chana approached.

“Shabbat shalom.”
“Shabbat shalom.”

It was a busy, social scene. Children climbed the gate
and rough-housed on a patch of lawn. Toddlers cried to
be picked up, clusters of elders babbled in animated
Yiddish. An easy, peaceful scene, before a screeching of
rubber on bitumen shocked complacent compatriots to
sudden, abrupt silence. Deep within vinyl upholstery,
voices crowded; “Yah, bloody Jews, good for nothing
wogs!”

‘Three carloads of shaggy, streetwise youth howled
invective at the passive crowd, then accelerated into the
anonymity of the Hotham Street snarl.

“Once a week, at least once a week,” commented
someone’s grandpa, shaking his head miserably.

“Oh, it’s just sport to them,” Chaim soothed, eager
to appease the melancholia of an old man’s wounds.
“They get a few under the belt and it’s down to Hotham
Street for a bit of a lark.”

“That’s how it all started,” murmured the old man
mournfully, rubbing the spot where the number had been
tattooed on his arm.

’

Chaim shifted ground impatiently, the burden of the
past sitting uncomfortably on his shoulders, on this
innocent day in this innocent country. The air was warm,
balmy, enervating and he cared not to regurgitate fears
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instilled in childhood by grieving parents. “It’s a good
country,” he stated with a shrug. “It’s good to us.” Still,
he glanced around to check on the children running up
and down the steps of the Synagogue, mischief on their
faces and mercury in their limbs. Chana silently nudged
her husband to move on. They entered the cool hallway,
sombre walls lined with Hebrew inscriptions of the dearly
departed. Inside, prayers, plaintive and lyrical soothed the
soul and lulled the spirit. Chaim threw a prayer shawl
around his head and shoulders to unite with the throng
of black and white milling about him. While the
precentor’s song swelled and sobbed in the manner of
ancient times, Chaim swayed and echoed tunes as
familiar as the faces surrounding him. Upstairs, in the
women’s gallery Chana pressed against the curtain to
glimpse the men ululating eastwards, past the gleaming
candelabra, sentinels to the silver blue grandeur of Torah
scrolls perched haughtily in the Ark.

It was over. The crowd squeezed towards the exits;
animated, gesticulating, chattering women who slowed
the downward procession. Chana spotted Chaim
signalling to her at the base of the staircase and struggled
to pass.

“Are the children with you?” he mouthed over
bobbing heads.

“No, | thought you had them downstairs,” she
shouted.

“They were for a while, but they went up to see you.”

Chana elbowed past reluctant bulges and stubborn
backs, offended frowns followed her descent. Chaim had
disappeared outside; she attempted to follow suit but
he returned to meet her at the back door.

“They’re not here either — let’s look around the
back.”

The crowds were thinning now, hunger providing
incentive to sample an ample lunch. The children however,
were conspicuous only by their absence.

“Where on earth could they be?”

The howl of Hotham Street bespoke their fears but
offered no clues. Friends joined the anxious pair. Larrikins
of the morning were recalled; tension squeezed the lemon
of fear. The alarm was sounded.

“Go to Balaclava Road,
Street . ..”

Chana hurried to keep apace with the black robed
figures striding along Hotham Street in the white of day,
beards fiercely pointing the way ahead. She cursed the
fancy high heeled shoes pinching her toes, throwing her
off balance, keeping her behind. She had dressed too
warmly for the unseasonal heat, a salty film soon bathed
her face but anxiety for her offspring minimised the
discomfort. Shops and arcades buzzed with life, but not
theirs; small, blue and white, those eager, happy, Sabbath
faces. A corner store caught her eye, then she
remembered.

“The milk bar — I'll try it, we buy icecream here,”
she panted, peering into the dark interior, sun fogged.

- “Mummeee!” a small voice wailed — her baby,
delicious blue eyed baby. Unmindful of sticky and sugary
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smears, she crushed the small body to her own. Four
men hesitated behind her, unwilling to commit the sin
of entering a shop on Shabbat — and what a shop. The
swarthy proprietor, his wife and tousled urchins looked
up at the incomers standing in the doorway. East met
East.

“You have lovely children,” smiled the Arab, sleepy
eyes and white teeth mirrored by his family. “They love
to eat.”

“They gave us all the lollies — jellybeans, smarties
— kosher lollies,” squeaked Chana’s own.

“Oh, yes, only kosher,” nodded the owner. “They
wanted the others but | wouldn’t give them. We look after
them for you.”

“Thank you, thank you,” Chaim replied, touched,
humbled. “We’ll pay you for what they ate, after the
Sabbath.” Anxious to reward a kindness.

“No please, my pleasure,” grinned the shopkeeper.
“| insist.”

White teeth vanished. “No, | say, my pleasure, my
wife’s, my children. We show you we are friends. New
country, new friends, see. Leave old troubles behind.”

Abruptly, hand of the Orient, warm, plump, thrust
towards Chaim, an invitation to share goodwill. Chaim
unhesitatingly clasped the olive branch in both hands.
The group smiled self-consciously.

“You’re right,” Chaim agreed. “A new country — a
good place for all of us. We can be kind to each other.
Thank you again.”

Besmeared infants were collected and hustled into
the street.

“Shalom Aleichem,” Chana called back over her
shoulder into the dim interior.

“Salaam Alaykum,” voices echoed.

The walk home was weary, cranky children reluctant
to travel the distance despite a coaxing and wheedling
to keep tired legs on the move. Shadows lengthened as
the family slumbered through late afternoon hours and
soon the first star peeped through the deepening sky.
Cicadas, aloft in a camouflage of greenery chanted a
staccato signal to the night as it blanketed hot earth.

Chaim arose, soon aware he had missed evening
prayers at the Synagogue. He stepped outside to check
the night sky, now black and lustrious. Yes, Queen
Sabbath had ended and more than the quota of three
stars hovered to farewell her in heavens brilliant and
cloudless. Mosquitoes whined, hungry for naked skin,
but he slapped them away and retreated to the comfort
of closed doors. Chana, in the kitchen, arranged leftovers
on the plate for the children tugging at her skirt. With
accustomed ease, Chaim prayed in the lounge, words
tumbling from his mouth, mind on the soccer game he
would relish later that night. Prayers complete, he

replaced the prayer book in the bookshelf and fumbled
in the dresser for the twisted candle whose flame
symbolised the end of the Sabbath. The children
clambered to hold the candle as he lit the tapers and
when burning wax dripped onto small hands, Chaim
raised his voice to accommodate the squeals. Chana
shushed and hissed, inducing respect in unformed minds,
but it was the end of the day and ears were closed.

“Shavua Tov,” chanted Chaim, sing song.
“Shavua Tov and time for a wash.”

Bathwater gushed as the dishwasher surged and
clanked in hydrous symphony. Chaim twiddled the knobs
of the radio, music for musing as he tackled the pots.
A flash of freshly scrubbed flesh scampered into the
family room and soon the television boomed and flickered
to compete with the record player placed temptingly
below. The cacophony of sound reverberated untethered,
wall to wall, a gleeful release from Sabbath restraints.

“Time Magazine was interesting reading this week,’
Chaim bellowed from the side of his mouth as Chana
dashed from bathroom to laundry.

“It had an article on longevity and religious Jews.”

“What?” She halted, impatient of the hiatus to her
journey. He repeated his statement.

“What did it say?” Reluctantly, casting eyes to where
work awaited.

“That generally, we live longer than others.”
“Humph, must be the men.’

He hadn’t heard. “It says it's because the lifestyle
is ritualised, ordered, continuous; takes the worry out of
living.”

“What do you think you are doooing?” Chana’s
attention rivetted onto the antics of her younger, busily
employed in pulling the wires out of the television set.
A slap and a vyell.

“Did you hear what | said?” he asked.
“What did you say?”

A full throttled roar accompanied the pandemonium,
drowning his words, again. :

“l missed every word.”

“Ah, forget it,” he huffed into the dishwasher, suds
flying armwards at the force of his breath. He had another
opinion, anyway; the Almighty was having a joke, on his
behalf, watching him stretch a minute to its maximum,
giving him laws that bound him to time every taut,
deafening him with numinous noises of his nation. Yes,
ensuring a life ever hectic, a head too befuddled to realise
the passage of time, too busy living to think about dying,
until there he was, old, ready to meet his maker. He would
consider that matter further .. . .. but first there were
the dishes.

ST~y
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A THOUSAND NIGHTS AT THE RITZ

| am sure my father was the most parochial, bigoted
and loyal film goer in the history of the flicks. Widowed
early, it took the death of his wife to crystallize what surely
lay deep within him — he became a film mysoginist. He
had nothing but contempt for the women of the screen.
The wet-eyed innocence of a Deanna Durbin and the
bobbed-haired brassiness of a Jean Harlow were equally
suspect. When Lombard died and the world mourned
with Gable, my father spat and declared that she got
her just desserts. But do not fall into the error of
assuming that he was also misanthropic. The male
perpetrators of film evil, the betrayors of women and
country always had, in my father’s estimation, a sound
and justifiable reason for their behaviour.

With one exception. The foreigners. This was, to me,
the strangest aberration of many. Please try and
understand my childhood confusion. Look what | had to
contend with: a middle-aged workingman, a Jew by
accident of birth who is left with a six-year-old son. Soon
after my mother’s death, his attendance at the Ritz is
as ritualistic as a Catholic going to Mass. Twice a week,
with his hand locked over mine, he uses the flicks to
educate me in the way of the world. And in a perverse
logic, to instil in me my religion. The Ritz is my
schoolroom. In its flickering half light, he instructs me
to beware of women, to emulate the men and above all,
stay away from foreigners.

Outside the Ritz, my father would not be seen dead
talking to a foreigner; his xenophobia know no bounds.
Difficult for him but impossible for me, for in 1945, the
foreigners come thick and fast.

We have permanent seats at the Ritz. R14 and R15.
His is on the aisle so he can stick his bunioned foot out
and be buggered to the epauletted usherette waving her
weak torch at him. Red velvet curtains part, the chandelier
dims.

. “Expert tailoring by Solly Goldstein. Dignity with
economy by Labor Funerals. Tea and cakes at the Gumnut
Cafe. Visit Manly, a thousand miles from care.”

Two films a night, two nights a week, Wednesday
and Saturday, for ten years. A thousand films with only
a break for measles and chickenpox. My father is loyal
to the advertisers, except Labor Funerals. Solly Goldstein
clothes him, the Gumnut cakes him and once a month
we take the ferry to Manly.

The velvet curtain closes with a sigh. Years and years
later, at a crematorium, | saw the whole scene again in
miniature; | actually waited for the slides to come on!

“Watch me bunion,” says father to nobody in
particular as the latecomers saunter down the aisle. Sunk
in R15, six years old, then seven, then eight — oh god,
how long, how long — seeing a teeny bit more of the
films as | grow taller.
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The velvet curtain opens once more to show a plan of
the exits in case of fire or, for me, to escape the fruity
flatulence of my father. In ten years there has never been
a flicker of flame, only protesting feet in the backs of
our seats to admonish father for farting.

Now a kangaroo hops lethargically over the
Cinesound News logo, grins and dissolves into a ship
nudging its way into Circular Quay. A gangplank rattles
out; frightened men, women and kids sway down it with
suitcases roped around their necks. The stern of the ship
has a sign which says ‘Pas de Schroeven’ which for years
| thought was its name. | was 35 before | found out.it
meant ‘beware of the propellers’. | used to ask the reffo
kids at school did they arrive on the Pas de Schroeven?
“Orange”, they replied, exasperated. | would give them
my orange in a burst of conciliation. How was | to know
it was the Dutch ship ‘Oranje’?

“Jewish refugees from war-torn Europe seek shelter
and a new life in Australia’s sunshine” and so on.

Now here’s the part where | get utterly confused. |
tell you, it takes a bit of working out when you’re a child.

“Stone the crows,” grunts father, “how many bloody
more of ‘em are they gunna send here?”

“The man on the newsreel said they are Jews. .
“l know that but gawd, look at ‘em gibberin’ away
IR et

“German,” | say knowledgeably. “One of the kids was
sat next to me at school.”

“Well you don’t bloody well mix with ‘em, that’s my
instructions to you, son.’

He farts malevolently and we get the feet in the backs
of the seats.

The kangaroo, bored with the whole subject of Jewish
refugees, hops back into its Cinesound enclosure. Its
place is taken by the wholesome, pure and, for me,
mother image of the Columbia lady. Her flaming torch
lights my path to the tin shed lavatory at the end of the
yard. When the shriek of tom cats makes me think of
deserted babies, | tell them not to be frightened, the
Columbia lady will take care of them. She fades all too
soon but | know she will be back next Saturday. From
the depth of seat R15 | long for her to be Jewish but
my father, the master of mysogyny says “she ain’t and
that’s bloody well that.”

“How do you know she isn’t — you know — Jewish?”
That word in a whisper so the mugs around us cannot
hear. Where the Columbia lady was, there is now martial
music, gunfire and world war two planes zooming around
the sky.

“l reckon she’s Jewish,” | shout above the dive
bombers. And just as | say THAT word, bugger me, there
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is silence as the screen goes to black and the credits zip
in from a tiny spot high up on the screen and get bigger
and bigger, flattening out to roll off the bottom of the
screen. An angry voice behind us tells father to “keep
the nipper quiet can’t you, you old fart.”

The old fart takes not a blind bit of notice because
now he’s reading the credits out loud as they zoom in
AND EVERY SINGLE ONE THAT'S GOT A FOREIGN
NAME, HE SAYS IS A YIDDISHER. Now notice (as | did
for all those years of childhood) that he doesn’t say he
or she is a Jew or Jewess; oh no, that’s how the anti-
Semites talk. His recital goes something like this:

Story by Samuel Scheinwald — Father: He’s a
Yiddisher.

From a book by Ernest Hemingway — Father: Used
ter be Hornstein.

Music by Ernest Baumgarten — Father: Only the
Yiddishers can write good songs — look at George
M Cohan.

Cameraman Charles Brown — Father: Changed from
something else I'll bet.

Starring Basil Rathbone — Father (excited) a Yiddisher,
just look at that nose!

And so they roll on, right down to the Best Boy,
forever fixed in my mind as a queer who's a friend of
the producer. Is it any wonder I’'m confused? Today, at
35, | have what the know-alls call an identity crisis. “You
should see a psychiatrist,” they tell me. Can you imagine
it?

“Well doctor, I've come to you because in my

childhood | spent a thousand nights at the Ritz picture

show. | had, what do you call it, a mother fixation on

the Columbia lady. My father taught me that all film

actresses were harlots and all the technicians (except the

best boy) and most of the male actors were Jewish except
. .except. ”

“Those that played bad or anti-social roles?”

“Oh no, he reckoned they were Jewish too only they
were very clever in being able to act bad when they were
really geniuses.”

“Your father appeared to be a man of appalling
ignorance.”

“l dunno, doctor. At the time it must have made
sense to him. | mean, those reffos were flooding the
country and what with them being Jews and us being
Jews too, well he didn’t want to be lumped together with
them. It sort of stands to reason, doesn’t it?”

“My father, who arrived here in 1945, might not have
thought so.”

“Sorry-doctor, I’'m only telling you how he behaved.”
“Yes, of course you are. Do go on.”

But | shall not go to a psychiatrist. | shall go ahead
and marry Angelina who is a first generation Australian-
Italian-Catholic. She kneels every Sunday in front of a
statue that looks just like the Columbia lady. That much
we've got in common. Yet there is still something | will
not tell her. When | die, | want to be cremated. | want
those velvet curtains to open and then close behind me
and someone to project THE END in crinkly letters on
the velvet. Just like at the Ritz.

OF OLD

by David Hunter
The Turk and the crescent Moon,
Had it been full,
Were it that no lunacy had entered here,
That no bag of blood
Had, in eyes slaughtered the goat
Of my passing trade;
On Mount Arrarrat, had it come to rest,
Frozen fossil
On the borders of belief,
Rim of Van,
Islam,
Seed of bridge
And sweating link.
Oh, Byzantium,
Eternal earthquake
In your belly.

passing thru’/to jim
by Mal Morgan
o0 attach

sentiment
to certain things

you’re a stirrer
(something from your past)

you annoy me

we both see things
in black and white
when it suits us

i'm a jew
you’re nothing
it’s nothing to be a jew

sometimes it’s everything
to be nothing

i don’t know
if we are friends

passing thru’. . .
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Has The Holocaust Ended?

A poem by llana Briggs, aged 15, given an Award of
Merit by the Holocaust Commemoration Youth
Committee in May ’85 in the Creative Writing Section.

Tell me, please, | want to know

Will that memory ever go?

How will | sleep peacefully at night

A night, free of horror and terror and fright

It’s hard to push it out of mind

Pain and torture of every kind

Slashing, whipping, beating and shooting
And outside the ghettos, burning and looting

You to the left, and you to the right
Now we realize our hopeless plight
Marching in line, row by row,

The fear in us begins to grow

You are going to the showers to wash, they say
But when gas is released we can only pray,

That our dear g-d in heaven may happen to hear
And take away our dreaded fear

Children cling to their mothers for soothing
Wanting to know that they are not losing
Hoping their future betters the past
Thinking that maybe they will not last

Oh tell me please, | want to know
Will that memory ever go,

Will my heart ever be mended

For, has the Holocaust really ended?

once father and god

by Mal Morgan
once
father and god
were almost the same

father stood
on god’s shoulders
and directed things

my father the director
could make the rain fall
on Wednesdays

the sun come out
for long weekends

and bears sleep
during winter

now only father remains

grey and lined
the way god always was

i murdered God
one night when | was high

higher than father
my head out of the sky

it was a bloodless
painless death

as | stabbed and bludgeoned
it was i who bled

and ached in freedom
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Book Review
In Search of New Faces

lan Lustig’s In Search of New Faces is a bright
and energetic contribution to my bookshelf. This
collection of 30 short stories is, to use Phillip Adams’
description ‘crisp, simple, unpretentious writing’, yet
displays an almost adolescent taciturnity. New writers,
like adolescents, present themselves to an often
unreceptive audience — lots of pimples and self-
consciousness. lan Lustig has been published in
magazines throughout Australia and internationally and
been commended in a number of competitions. Some
of his stories explain the high regard in which he is held.
They possess a rhythmic flow where the language is
unprotracted, and the endings neat and clean. Success,
guilt and responsibility, the themes of “Mumma’s Boy”’
are sensitively handled, an implicitness and sense of
modesty coming through. The pace is moderate to brisk.
Few of lan Lustig’s stories drag.

Certain may lack finesse but each is a piece with
movement, signifying change in its many forms.

The issues lan Lustig confronts, be they historical,
religious, moral, age, ethical, sexual, etc, are tempered
by the author’s experience, seen with hindsight and
glimpses of real insight. His European origins have
permitted another perspective, and a cultural wealth. lan
Lustig’s work, while possessing “‘blemishes of puberty”
does have a vitality that makes its readable. What he
lacks in his prose style he makes up for with spirit.

(by) Michael Boltman.

With the Compliments of

M. RECHT
ACCESSORIES

PTY. LTD.

21 DERBY STREET
COLLINGWOOD

Trimming for the Clothing Trade
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By MY OWN AUTHORITY:
M. M. PRETZEL

Four decades offer World War Il has ended, Marian
Pretzel has written an account of how he survived the
savage upheavel wrought in Europe by Hitler and his
troops. This autobiography is a fascinating tale of
adventure, bravado and cunning tinged at every moment
with sadness and horror at what people can do to one
another in times of war. Whilst the book is no literary
masterpiece, its value lies in the direct manner in which
the author recounts his experiences. The wonder that a
young man of twenty could survive two and a half years
of constant danger, his life imperilled at every moment,
bears close examination. The intimate detail with which
Pretzel describes his wartime existence actually builds
into a handbook of survival, and herein lies the book’s
greatest worth.

Apart from this survival guide, the book reveals how
one man’s beliefs were shaped and how his morality
developed even in times when civilisation’s most
fundamental codes of co-existence were very nearly
destroyed. Pretzel reveals time and again the paradoxes
which beset a young man when governments throw their
citizens into war. On many occasions he was aided in
his survival by decent folk who showed him kindness
and revealed that some people still maintained their
ethics in a time of social, economic, political and moral
turmoil. Yet he frequently met kind, sensitive, even
intelligent men who were pressed into service in the
destruction of certain members of the human race. With
this paradox a constant counterpoint to his story, the
author reveals the dangerous nature of discrimination.
As Pretzel admits, part of the reason he survived was
because he didn’t look Jewish. How tenuous a directive
then were Hitler’s orders to deny life to humans whose
main difference with other countrymen was religious. This
first-hand examination of a man persecuted and hunted
because of his background is all the more poignant for
the light it sheds on contempory areas of discrimination
in our supposedly enlightened society. The refrain of
holocaust survivors ‘Never again!’ is muffled in a world
where not only religous and political differences breed
violence, but where colour or sex can be instruments of
a much more pervasive and inescapable discrimination.

So what makes a man write about his past
experiences as much as forty years later? The tale which
is told reveals the need for time to heal painful loss and
to develop a mature perspective in considering the most
shocking crimes ever perpetrated in human history. Yet
despite its depressing topic the book is never mandlin,
nor does it stick in the mire of human despair where the
action wallows. The author has written a book about his
war memories. He claims it is not so much about the
story of a Jew caught up in horrifically dangerous times,
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but rather the efforts of a young man determined to
survive the destruction of his home & family, spurred
on by this devastation not to succumb to the methodical
destruction of his people. This will to survive is the
author’s main gift to his readers. He stresses time and
again the pervasiveness of apathy among a people torn
by arbitrary ruling from civilization’s protection. Yet rather
than become despondent himself, Pretzel uses each
numbering, dehumanising episode in his existence to
reiterate his faith in life and his determination to live.
With other healthy and positive attributes, it is Pretzel’s
determination not to be manipulated by the horrors
occurring throughout Europe, but rather to find a way
to manipulate them, which ensures his emergence from
Europe’s wasteland a talented man bent on making a
valuable contribution to mankind.

Marian Pretzel grew up in Lvov in the south-east of
Poland, a city of about three hundred & fifty thousand
people, one third of whom were Jewish. He had no
memory of personal religious difficulties with Gentiles
until he was a student at the mechanical engineering high
school where there was a quota for Jews, although he
was aware of anti-Semitism on a general level. His family
lived in a non-Jewish section of Lvov and his father had
a non-Jewish business partner. Marian’s family was a
warm, comfortable one, carefree until called back from
a holiday because of worries about impending war with
Germany. The book opens on the 25th August, 1942,
with Marian returning from an unusually long stay at the
German forced labour farm for Jewish men. Rumours
of Crematoria built for the destruction of Jews and other
enemies of the Reich were ripe. Fearing for his family’s
safety, Marian returned to his apartment to discover it
housed new occupants. He never saw his parents again.
Thus the reader is immediately plunged into the harsh
conditions imposed on Polish Jews during German
occupation. This incident hangs in the reader’s mind as
we are introduced to Pretzel’s background before the war.
We are then told of a relatively idyllic existence for people
in Lvov under Russian occupation when the city became
a haven for refugees. It was during this time that Pretzel
studied Art and the skills he developed then were to be
his and many friends salvation. Pretzel also claims that
as a member of the Jewish Sporting Club, ‘Dror’, he
developed attitudes to life that were to shape his future.
There he formed a positive attitude to any challenge and
made friends who figured in his survival. One such person
introduced Marian to the notion of forging papers and
identity documents, and the idea of living as a German
national. The document forging soon led to black market
dealings and access to passes which kept Marian well-
fed, housed and clothed throughout the war. We move
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from Lvov, around Poland to Russia, through Rumania
and Hungary during the war years, Pretzel recounts his
daily activities, even discussing the boredom of those
people who lived comfortably though carefully, hiding
their true identities. These details of daily activities are
important in our understanding of how that time passed,
in unlocking the mystery of how people actually spent
their days during such life-threatening times. The
normality of many of the events, the need for food and
shelter and diversion, underscores the tenuous division
between order and chaos in a person’s life. As we move
through the years 1942-44, we learn how Pretzel escapes
from a labour camp with the assistance of Simon
Wiesenthal, the renowned post-war Nazi hunter who
prophetically promised: ‘They’ll pay for it all. By God,
we’ll make them pay.” (p. 69)

Pretzel’s wartime challenges culminate in the rescue
of a young Jewish girl from Hungary and her safe reunion
with her parents in Bucharest which was relatively
unscathed by the war. The journey was fraught with

danger, but Marian and his friend not only felt the need
to respond to the girl’s plight with compassion; they
needed the thrill of beating the Germans at their own
deadly games. This is perhaps one of the book’s
persistent images: a twenty year old boy with no family
responsibilities was willing and able to take risks that
family men could not undertake.

With war’s end, Marian Pretzel migrated to Australia
via Palestine. He settled happily and raised a family, his
painting and sport bringing continued joy. In 1984 he
undertook a return odyssey to the places where he had
escaped death and enjoyed life to a heightened degree,
precisley because of its precariousness. The reader will
finish this book with a sense of having known Marian
Pretzel in his youth and understanding his love of life.
The publishing of this autobiography is a just honouring
of a man who came through a holocaust determined to
inspire people with the glory of living, honed as it was
on the razor-edge of criminals slaughter.

THE LAST THREAD

By Moshe Ajzenbud

From the novel: “IN THE CARE OF THE COMMISSAR”

The dreary, wet autumn weather filled the soul with
gloom and turned the unpaved streets into a morass of
clay, a clinging trap for the feet of pedestrians. Globules
of watery mud dribbled down the glass of Michael’s small
window and smeared the wall, like the smudged streaks
of tears on a child’s dirty face.

Michael was sitting on a wooden box, the only piece
of furniture in his tiny room, serving many purposes. It
was table, wardrobe and pillow for his tired head at night.
His legs, too long for his slight, young frame, were
wrapped in damp, dark rags and were planted on the
earth as if they were growing from it. His thin, bony hands
propped up his head, the fingers pushed into his tousled
hair. His eyes, wide and anxious as a worried child’s, were
fixed on the growing wet blotch on the ceiling, desperately
willing it to stop spreading before the whole waterlogged
roof collapsed and destroyed this private little corner
where he could still feel like a human being.

Once before, incessant rain had deprived him of his
home. His sodden little hut had collapsed on top of him
but, anticipating this possibility, his precaution of sleeping
underneath the iron bed had saved him from serious
injury. At that time he had found this present little room
without too much difficulty, but now there were so many
refugees in Zirbulack that he knew it would be almost
impossible to find some space to share, much less a
room of his own. Angry at his helplessness, he cursed
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the Uzbeck builders. Why couldn’t they build houses with
bricks and mortar, like at home, instead of this useless
mixture of earth, straw and horse manure? Back home
. .. He thought of the not-so-distant past, his secure
home, his father, his mother. A derisive wind whistled
down the sheet metal chimney, mocking his thoughts.

His empty, rumbling stomach, a constant companion,
reminded him that he hadn’t tasted bread for three days.
His purse had been empty for even longer. Occasionally
the thought of surrendering thesstruggle to live sneaked
into his mind. Why not quit? He had reached the ripe
old age of twenty, perhaps he had had enough of these
terrible times. This inner dialogue kept recurring. His
strong, youthful voice told him, “You must not die! You
have to survive and make something of your life. Listen
to me, Michael. You mustn’t give up the fight!”

Then the hopelessness and deprivation of his
circumstances took over. “How?” he thought sadly. “It’s
easy to say survive, but | can't live on dreams. What about
that most important factor that life depends on — food?
That requirement is a plain physical law which can’t be
disputed.” Working was the only way he knew to provide
for himself but now it was not enough.

The wind suddenly hurled open the door with great
force, spraying him with water and bringing him instantly
back to his immediate surroundings — four walls, a
leaking roof and a half-empty box. “But | am still on this
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side of the box!” he muttered grimly, confronting the
despair which was his enemy.

He opened the box and ransacked it, even though he
knew perfectly well what was in it. Discouraged, he
realised there was nothing left to sell. An Armenian in
Tashkent was wearing his watch, the factory accountant
had his suit. He thought of his underwear, the clean,
sparkling-white, crisply-ironed underwear. Had he ever
possessed such things? He remembered them but they
belonged to the past which was over irrevocably. He
looked at his long, thin, hard-working fingers which could
not earn enough to allay his constant hunger. He worked
at a full-time job but the pitiful wages he received only
covered the cost of his tiny bread ration and the
occasional luxury of a piece of watermelon.

While he, his father and brother had been together,
their combined earnings had made it easier to manage.
Now his father was in hospital with typhus and his
brother had been sent to learn welding in Samarkand,
where he too went hungry. Michael was quite alone with
his hunger, distress and now the possible loss of his tiny
room.

His hunger cramps became fiercer and he felt dizzy,
as if he was falling into a deep abyss. Making a great
effort, he forced himself to continue searching through
the box. At the very bottom he found a pair of trousers,
the only item left of the clothing he had brought from
home, the well-worn, navy pants which had been part
of his school uniform. This was the last physical link with
home, a caring family and friends, with a time when he
had been an idealistic student, reading illegally-printed
books, wanting to better the world and end all injustice.
At that time, he had had endless discussions and heated
disputes with his friends as to how best to achieve a
happy world. Revolution or evolution? This worn pair of
school trousers was the only thing left which confirmed
that his memories were not just a figment of his

imagination. He regarded them as a symbol, a bridge
to the vanished past. If he sold them he would lose the
final bond with his youth and his identity. He would be
nameless, lost like a piece of colourless dust in the Asian
desert.

He shuddered with horror at this grim image. For
months he hadn’t worn the trousers but still he fought
off the temptation to sell them. He clung to the hope
that, when the present nightmare came to an end, he
would be able to g0 home in something of his own. Once
sold, they were irreplaceable and he could not go home
in rags! His morale and hope for the future required that
he keep the trousers, but his hollow, impatient stomach
demanded relief from the bitter hunger.

Pieces of clay began to drop from the ceiling and water
dripped through onto the earth floor. He began to be
swayed by the other side of his inner argument. What
was the sense of keeping an old pair of pants when he
could sell them for a piece of bread and quell his nagging
hunger for a few hours? His eyes filled with tears and
he looked round, weak and confused, as if searching for
that other Michael, the one who wanted to break his last
thread to the past.

His mouth watered as he imagined the pleasure of a
piece of bread between his teeth. He had to go on living.
Enough of his middle-class attachment to home, friends
and a pair of trousers! He had no home. He was a tramp,,
a child of the times. This slow starvation was intolerable
and he must do the only sensible thing, sell anything
he could to fill his stomach.

He snatched up the pants and hid them under his
jacket like a thief. Not daring to check the state of the
ceiling again, he stumbled out into the brown mud and
plodded towards the market. He was obsessed by the
need to keep walking, to escape the temptation of
changing his mind. The angry wind lashed his face and
thin, ill-clad body with cold rain.

DALKEITH PRODUCTIONS
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THE TREE OF LIFE

A novel about life in the Lodz Ghetto by Chava Rosenfarb

Scribe Publishing Co., 1080 pages

The Tree of Life is an epic story spanning a time
period of nearly six years, from the New Year’s Eve of
1939 until the liquidation of the Lodz Ghetto in 1944.

Although The Tree of Life follows the events of the
ghetto in chronological order, it is not meant to be an
historical document. It is a novel about human
relationships within a hermetically-sealed community,
whose inhabitants suffer constant starvation, disease,
lawlessness and terror. Somehow, in that ‘Kingdom of
the Night), along with baseness, hatred and indifference,
there exists love and friendship, devotion and idealism.
The will to live and the hope for better times become
the only weapons of resistance against the Nazi
oppressors.

A single cherry tree, a rarity in the bare and grey
surroundings of the ghetto, grows in one of the courtyards.
It blossoms every spring and bears fruit in the summer
— lifting the spirits of the people in the neighbourhood
and sustaining their hope that, as the tree does, they
too will survive. It is their tree of life.

One of the main characters of the novel is Mordecai
Chaim Rumkowski, the Eldest of the Jews in the Lodz
Ghetto. Among the others are Samuel Zukerman, the
rich, assimilated industrialist, whose strength of character
and love for his people manifest themselves in times of
great adversity; the typical working-class family, ltche Meir
the carpenter, his wife Sheyne Pessele and their four sons,
Israel, Mottle, Yosl and Sholem; young Rachel, sensitive
and talented and her sweetheart David, serious and
philosophising; the beautiful redhead Esther who fulfills
herself in love and motherhood but cannot escape the
fate of the Ghetto people; Doctor Levine who tends to
the sick beyond the limits of his own health; Bunim
Berkovitch, the day-dreaming, sorrowful poet; Winter and
Guttman the gifted painters, Miss Diamand, the
compassionate old teacher, devoted to her pupils; and
Rosenberg, the cowardly informant and Nazi collaborator,
who thinks that he can save his own skin.

The Tree of Life was published in three volumes in
its original Yiddish (Hameorah, Tel-Aviy, Israel, 1972) and
in Hebrew (Sifriat Poalim, Tel-Aviv, 1980, 81, 82). For
this work the author was awarded three literary prizes,
including the prestigious Manger Prize of Israel.

The present edition of The Tree of Life, now being
presented to the English-reading public for the first time,
contains all three volumes of the original work.

Chava Rosenfarb was born in Lodz, Poland, where
she spent her childhood and early youth. After Nazi
Germany had occupied Poland and the Lodz Ghetto was
established, she, along with her parents and younger
sister, found herself behind the ghetto’s barbed wires.
There she spent four years, during which she first
graduated from gymnasium and received her matura
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diploma. She then worked as a teacher in the illegal
schools set up for children who had escaped deportation.
Along with her sister, Henia, she also established a
lending library in their home, and was active in the illegal
youth organisation Di Zukunft.

In the ghetto, in an atmosphere of starvation and
constant fear of deportation, she began to write poetry
and was invited to join the writers’ circle which
clandestinely met on a regular basis in order to read and
discuss new works. When the Lodz Ghetto was liquidated,
in August 1944, she and her family were deported to
Auschwitz. There, during the ‘selection’ she was separated
from her father, never to see him again. There too, the
wad of paper containing everything she had written in
the ghetto was taken away from her along with her
rucksack. From Auschwitz she was sent to the
concentration camp Sasel, near Hamburg, and from there
to Bergen-Belsen, where she was liberated on 15 April
1945.

After the war she spent five years in Belgium, then
emigrated to Canada, where she now makes her home.

Chava Rosenfarb has published four volumes of
poetry, and five volumes of fiction. Her play The Bird of
the Ghetto was performed by the Israeli National Theatre,
The Habimah, in Tel-Aviv, 1965. She is a regular
contributor to the Yiddish literary quarterly Di Goldene
Keit in Tel-Aviv, and travels extensively, lecturing on Yiddish
literature. She is the recipient of many literary prizes.
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Goldy’s

COFFEE LOUNGE
AND RESTAURANT

CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET

MELBOURNE 3000
(Opposite Victoria Hotel)

Props: Mr. & Mrs. A. GOLDBERG
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