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naznilicent ailver dand where he had Learned a6 tuchs

Yithout a wonrd, Jonathan put ther ta the teet, a dgot thab
ever nagsede ‘e fuieted hise winge, sloved &0 e eingle |
nile an hour above stelle The twe zadient Likds elowed |
with him, enoothly, lecked in poeitione They lknew aboud

alow flpina.
e’ Zolded his inge, rodled, am! dropped in a dive |
o a hundred and ninedy riles per houre They dropned |

wiith him, streatins doun in flasless lornatione
At Llael he turned that epeed otradight up ints a |
dong, vertical eloverolde They nelled with hin, aatdingp
e recovered to vertical Jlighd and woo Ry S
guiet lon o iine before he epoke. "Uery
he said, "ihe are you?”" ‘ o
"Jalre Jro: noud Flock Jonathon. lle are pour T~
bro o The woude vere strony and ealie "Je've coue
4o take you higler, do tale you hones" \
"llome 1 have nones Tlock J have nones J ai an outeaddd
And we. fAy now at the peak of the Great . ountain Jinde Senond
a Jew hundred leet, J can Lift this old body no lighere" y
“Dut pou can, Jonathans For you have learned. Uie achood
Lo linished, and e tine hoe cone fon another to bepdne” \

As 4t hod ehined ocroes lin dn hie ddifle, oo undersitanding
Lichlened that novent for Jonathan Seaguldls They were Zighto

He CULD Mo hicher, and it JAS tine to g6 hoieo
He gave one loot long Look across ihe ki, acroes that
"9 ready,” he said at last,
sind Tonathan Livdncston Seapudl noee with the Awo starlmichyl
udle 1o disanpear into e nerlect dark okite

JART TI0,

Sg this 4o heaven, he thought, an’ he hod to endile at |
himselfo It wue hawdly ieepectul 4o cnalyee heaven in the v
that ane llice up o ender ils

As he eane fron Earth now, above the clouds end in close loriotlon
wdth the twe bailliont gulls, he saw that hie ovn body wee groving ce briohd
a & thelis, JTene the sane young Jonathan Seagull vae -there that had alway.
dLived behind hie golden eyes, but the ouvier forn had chenged.

9 felt Like a acogull body, but already it [lew [lak beiter than his
odd cne had ewer lown. Uhy, with hall the elloal, he thoughi, J°LL get
duice the epesd, #uice th perfornance of my beet days on earnthl

o feathers glowed baildiant white now, and his winge were 4woth
and perlect as sheete of jolished silvers lle began deliphtedly, to ledrn
about them, 4o press pover ints ltheee new wingde

wildgebasshepg-ohbomed=d-

RE two hundred pifty niles per hour he felt that he was rearing hie

deved=pflioht naxiiuws. aneeds AL two hundred seventy=ihree he ihovght that

s

he wee Llping ao fast ae he could 2y, end he was even 4o faintly disanpelnis

Conhmued — |

|
{

|




| u\!ﬂ@d@m a«- e Ok

There vas e Lindt Lo how nuch the new bodyp ecould a, and though Lt vae ruch
S Pasien than his old devel=flivht record, it woe s2illd e Licit th-2 vould

; take oreatl elfont 2o cracks In heaven he Zhousht, there shovdd le mo Linite.
he cloudes bnoke apart, hie ecocorts called, "llapny dendinges, Jonathan,"
end vaniehed ints thin aire , :

He waa fluing over sea, dovardd o jacged coaetline. i very few seagulls
weke working the undrafte on the clille. .way, olf ilo the north, ai the
harizon iteell, flew a few olierse llew aighis, new thoughle, new questionse
by so few gulle? leaven should e flocked with qullel .ind why an J a0
2énod all at onca? Gulle 4n heaven cre never supnosed Lo le iired ox 4o
@mﬁ'ﬂ 3 | i«

Uhere had he heard that? The menoay of hio 4ie on eatrth wae slinpdng
QLo Earth had been a place where he had learned ruch, of coutse, but the
detaibe wene biurred - evnething about fighting for food, and ledng Cutcadts

The dogen gulls by the shoreline cane 4o need him, none sopdiny a wokdo |
fle felt only that he was welcove and that ihis wae honee Ji had been a bdg
day for him, o doy whose sunzise he no longer renenbercd. ‘

 He fuaned io 4and on the lbeach, beating his winge to stop an dinch in
the ain, 2hen droppdng dightdy o the eand. The other gulle londed Lao, but
not one of them 40 ruch ae flapped a feathers They swung ints the wind,
badoht wings outetretched, then eoncwhere they changed the curve of Zhedr
Leathere untdl they had ctopped in the eane inetant thedr {feel touched
the ground. It was beantiful controd, bui now Jorathan wae isc Lired £o iy
ite Stonding there on the leach, otill without a wond epoken, he fedl aosleep

In the dops that followed, Jonathon eaw that there wee ews as nuch Lo
Learn about LLight in thie place ae there had been dn the Life behdnd theno
But with ¢ diflerence. Here were gulles who thoughi as he thoucht. Fer each
of Zhem, the noat dmportand thing 4n diving was to reach out and louch
! pel m a Mm f >J;o @'m ﬁmw .tﬂ ;9“; wa 5
.\ were nocndificent birde, all af then, and they apent hour alier hour every
day practieing flighé, teetinyg advanced ceronaulicse o
: Foa @ dong time Jonothan forgot aboui the world he had cove [fron, that
® place where the Flock Lived with iie eyes tighily shut: 4o f the joye of
LLight, using ite winge ae neans £o the end of linding [food and Lighting fox
its But now and then, juat foa a ninute, he renenbered. :

e renenbered It one noandng when he wae out with hie ineiructor, wvhile

reated on the beach alter a gesadion ol folded=wing snap rodlse

"Jhere ie eveunpbody, Suldivan?’ he ashed eilently, guile cl hoze now
with the easy telepathy that theee cudle wsed insiead ol sacrees and (rochkss
"Shi aren't there noie of us heret Uhy, where J cone Lo thele UeiZesesse.
‘ P easvsesdiowsands and thousands ol gudles J knowe" Sullivan shook
hie heads "The ondy anewer J can see, jonathan, Lo thot you aie pretiy=
well ¢ one—in=a=nilliion birde (06t of v cone alony ever 40 aloulie. UJe
went fuoin one world Anto another that wae predty well Like it, Jorgetiing
2dght away where we had cone fron, not cardng where we were headed, diving
for the nonent. Do ypou have any ddes how rany Lives we rusit hove cone thioug
before ve cven gotb the ddea that there ndcht be rore o Life than eating, ox
Phghting, ok nower .in the Flock? [l thowsand Livee lon, ten thoveend! /nd
then ancther hundred lives, until we begar to learn that there is ouch
thin: as herfecition, and another hundred coain o get the idea that our
mernose foxr Living 4s to lind that nerfection ond show Lt Jortie The sane
awde holds lor we noy, of courees dearn nothing ans the next world is #he
cane s ithis one, all the sane linddatione and lezd welphts io overcones”

o be continued.
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