
PROM "HOW TO ENJOY" SERIES OP GUIDES., Nol. A TRIP DOWN THE BAY.

SECOND DAY. SORRENTO.

There are maiiy attractions at this watering place There are many
handsome villas about Sorrento, but the featxire of the place to the excursionist
the steam tramway, which conveys you in a few minutes to the Back Beach. You c

is

an buy
tickets for this tramway on board the steamer on leaving Queenscliff, or on leaving
Dromana, if you are cruising down the eastern side of the Bay.
threepence single, return sixpence, and you are not kept waiting on arrival of the
steamer. The last tram leaves the Back Beach 15 minutes before the time for the
steamer’s denarture. The Tram Terminus Refreshment Rooms command splendid views

The fare is

of the coast line.

*******************************************

PROM "GUIDE TO SORRENTO" issued by THE SORRENTO PROGRESS ASSOCIATION.

TRAMS AND CABS.

A steam tram service is maintained from the Pier to the Back Beach throughout
the season, and a service of waggonettes is also run regularly from the Pier to the
Ocean Park. Comfortable waggonettes and drags convey visitors from Sorrento to the
nxmierous beauty spots and places of interest in the district, throughout the year, at
very moderate charges.

GEORGE SELTH COPPIN* THE FATHER OP SORRENTO.
 The property of the Tram Company passed into the hands of a Syndicate,

and under the management of Mr. J. E. Bensilum, a good service of trams is maintained
dviring the season.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

EXTRACT PROM "THE PENINSULA POST", FRIDAY,JULY8, 1921.
Philip Island and Woolamai Shire Council. Correspondence.

Outtrim Howitt Coal Co., requesting permission to construct a tramway across
Main-road at Kilcunda to connect the company’s workings with the railway siding, to
enable coal to be loaded into railway trucks. Plan of proposition was enclosed.
—Temporary crossing permitted; details of permanent crossing to be requested.

PAPER AND DATE UNKNOWN.

On Satxirday evening last, the "Anchorage," Sorrento, was the scene of a very

pleasant reunion. At the invitation of the Hon. George Coppin, M, L. C., about 20

gentlemen assembled, and after doing justice to a little supper, had the satisfaction

of hearing Mr. Coppin announce that the directors of the Tramway Company were so

pleased with the successful working of the line that they had determined to recognise

the efforts of those who had charge of it by presenting to them a bonus. As

managing director, it gave Mr, Coppin additional pleasure to annoimce a dividend of

10 per cent, for the season to the sh;freholders, and a bonus of 10 per cent, upon the
full amount of wages that each employ^ had received, more particularly as the

undertaking was, at its conception, considered to be somewhat risky. In thanking
those present for their assistance, Mr, Coppin declared that he had never before the
control of a body of men who worked harder than they had in the interests of their

employers, and he hoped to have the same team next year, Mr. Coppin referred to the
additional facilities there will be next season by reason of the increased trs«n and

steamer accommodation; and he regretted that the opposition to the sale of refreshments
at the Back Beach would, in all probability, compel him to erect a coffee palace
adjoining the Ocean Park, Mr, Coppin’s remarks were received with hearty applause,
and the evening closed with some capital musical and recitative selections.

fc
THE PENINSULA POST.

Friday, Atigust 20, 1920.

Flinders Shire Council. /2
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SORRENTO TRAI.IHAY.

(Following is the continuation of the report held over from last week.)

The secretary read a letter from 60 ratepayers emphatically protesting against the
shire council purchasing the Sorrento tramway system which is almost worn out; if not
obsolete. The (sic) truck and rolling stock have been in use for 30 years and will at
least require a thorough and most careful overhaul which is certain to involve the
coimcil in a large sum of money thus placing another great financial burden on the
ratepayers. Another, signed by 41 visitors and others, urging the acquisition of the
tramway system to the Back Beach, which is a great attraction to visitors, large numbers
of whom have been conveyed thus during many years by the said tramway, the retention of
which is essential to the prosperity of Sorrento, Another, by 31, turging the taking
over of the trams on the grounds that the retention is an absolute necessity to
safeguard the interests of the district generally. They also state that the evidence
of past returns shows that good profits have been made by ihe present owners, which we
trust the coimcil will not lose the opportunity of securing. Prom this it would appear
60 were averse to ,the council acquiring the trams, whilst 71 urged the acquisition of
same.

Or, Macfarlan, pursuant to notice, moved "That this couftcil exercise the right to
take over and work the tramway system of Sorrento.'* He gave a brief history of same
since its inception till its acquisition by the present company, who acquired it at a
low rate from the promoters. When this company announced its intention to exercise
the right for a seven years' extention opposition was raised and protests lodged. The
Minister was waited upon and on the grounds that it was too far ahead refused to ratify
the proposed extention. The company acting within their legal rights at the end of 30
years notified the council of its intention to apply for an extension. They had an
absolute right so to do. He held it would be wrong to extend the right to the company.

The position now was entirely different. The company had notified the council that
they withdrew their application for a further extention; also stating that an offer for
the purchase of the plant had been received, which would be accepted should the council
not agree to acquire same. A conference was suggested by the council, but the company
stated such would be a waste of time unless the council exercised its right to take over
the system, etc. The offer might therefore be considered as closed as to the grounds
of protest,
croakers. They never stopped once even.
Back Beach is the great attraction to Sorrento,
It is urged that the tramway track, which cost £15,000 to lay, should be tom up.
Everywhere else people are clamoring for tramways. The Queensoliff people are
agitating for a tramway to Point Lonsdale, A big share of the "bay trippers" come to
Sorrento, 85,000, and most of these have been carried by the trams to the Back Beach.
He had seen copies of the company's balance sheets. They had not been "faked" as some
would urge, for the company had to pay income tax on them. The average carried by the
trams had been over 30,000 for years. It had been urged that cabs, cars and
char-a—bancs could carry these if trams ceased to run. He stated these could not do so
as the time was very limited,

that no one would come to Sorrento,

The same was urged years ago, but the trams still ran notwithstanding the
There is not the slighest doubt that the

Large numbers of people go thence.

It would soon become apparent that if there were no
Persons might be urged to come, but whenmeans

they found that there were no means to reach our fine Ocean Beach, they would refrain
from again visiting us. Notwithstanding "the strike" and consequent withdrawal of the
Weeroona"-the larger boat- the company stated that last year was the best they had.

The many picnics which come to Sorrento testify to the popularity of Sorrento; the
Back Beach undoubtely being the attraction. Other places more easily accessible cater
for picnics and where more time would be available are passed by for Sorrento where the
is limited. The boats arrive between one and two o'clock and leave again at four.
The greater number of visitors were conveyed to and fro to the Back Beach by the trams.
As to the financial position he had seen last year's balance sheet of the company.
It would appear that the nett profit was £520 after £60 had been paid as Income Tax.
In previous years the average nett profit was £500, For the whole property the
company was prepared to accept £4000, He thou^t this a fair proposition,
company would accept debentures bearing interest at 6 per cent. He was quite sa.tisfied
that it was a good business proposition for the council. He suggested that the secreta
-ry be instructed to get all information. As representative of that end of the shire
he did not want it said that he was the man who lost the trams to Sorrento, The
objections now urged were the same as seventeen years ago when £9000 was asked.
There were 92 chains-a .double track of rails (at first there was but a single track;
used only six months for three hours daily for this period. There were 4000 red-gum

The track on inspection was found to be in good order.
He would defy anyone to say that that

There were two

The

sleepers 8 by 4 by 6 feet long.
Perhaps six rails would have to be replaced.

The sleepers were not rotten, as has been circulated.was not so.
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engines; the rails vere worth £15 per ton; 4000 sleepers, as already stated, with
necessary points; cars, two practically new; shed of galvanized iron. The engines
have had new "boilers; probably they may require retubing and £150 would probably be
required for repairs.
The house and land was also worth £2000,

This would put the whole in tip-top order for five or six years
A loan (for 30 years) of £4600 was raised

some years back, the major portion of which was spent on the Back Beach road,
council metalled the narrow portionof this road which is now far from being in good
order.

The

This would entail, if the tramway was pulled up, an outlay by the council of
at least £1000 and immediately, too, to put this road in repair, for the company could i
not be compelled to metal same,
throTigh the tram property,
would be necessaiy,
take place a most serious blow to the place would be inflicted,
becoming well settled and property is increasing in value,
would be the worst blow that could be inflicted on Sorrento and the district.

The council's main drain follows the tram track and

If the tram is removed another immediate large expenditure
Should the removal XSIThis alone requires mattire consideration.
The district is

Thinking people state it fi?
To do

anything to get rid of the tramway will be criminal,
keep it.
They at Sorrento had absolutely nothing but the summer visitors to depend upon,
trams led up to a better boat service,
service.

They should use every ef

Take up the tram we would have a reduc
This question requires most serious consideration,

fort to
Their position at Sorrento was different to any other part of the shire.

The

ed boat
He held no brief lBEiCES30

It would be a great pushback to Sorrento if the tramway
The bulk of the rates came from down oirr end.

whatever for the company,
were pulled up.
The remedy was in otjt hands.

They must look ahead.
He STiggested the postponement till next meeting, the

secretary in the meantime to get in touch with the company and ascertain the exact
state of affairs,

for us that there are not two like you) he maintained it would be a retrograde
They had a good many things to do.

They shovild not allow Sorrento to steind still.

As the only representative at that end (Cr. Wettenhall: Tis goo

Thmovement on their fact to let the tram go,
electric light was one,  urged

d

e

that they would in acquiring the trams secure good value for their money,
list of protesters he noticed many who lived out of the district of Sorrento,
was most unfair.

He

He woTild suggest a special meeting to consider this matter

 3EE83
On the

This

.

When the matter came up at their lastThe president seconded the motion,
meeting, he was not favourably impressed with the proposal as he did not think it a
profitable speculation,
carefully examined the rolling stock etc
it had been alleged they were,
rails were almost as good as new.
position had been placed before you by Cr, Macfarlan in his usual and thorough manner.
It would be a great misfortune to lose the tramway,
large fleet of cars, char-a-bancs, etc
that is, if there were anyone to go.
*s estimate for same was a very low one.

He hadHe had been serioiisly thinking over it since,
and found that they were not as obsolete as

He found the sleepers to be in very good order; the
The engines would be improved by retubing.

●»

The

If they did not acquire it a
would be necessary to go to the Back Beach—

A good road would be necessary and Cr. Macfarla
● >

n

Cr, Wettenhall: Cannot we ascertain what the company want ?.
it if the coucil acquire it?.
woTild a special meeting be necessary?,
next meeting.

Who would manage
If the company agree to give the council the option

He moved that consideration be postponed till

This question should be very closely watched.
To-day they were £86?

Cr, Shand seconded the motion.
The West Riding had nearly reached the end of its tether,
behind; a sum of £224 interest had to be paid yearly till 1940j £240 more on the trams

suggested and then the extention of the electric light also had to be provided for.
It should have been dealt with months ago.

was
They had left this matter too long.
In reply to his previous queries he had been assured the matter was being watched.
Should the amendment be lost he would move a further one.

Cr, Macfarlan: There is nothing unusml in adjourning the matter till next meeting.

Cr, Shand was not favourable to any risk of legislation.—The amendment was
withdrawn.

Cr. Patterson movedthe suspention of the standing orders in order to hear Mr. H
Martin, This being agreed to, Mr. Martin stated that he wished to remove the
impression that the signatories on the letter of protest were opponents of the
tramway. They wished a thorou^ investigation of the matter. They relied on the Sbii
council giving nothing for the "goodwill," as it was not a going concern. The company
would not be able to start again as the lease had expired as from 31et March last.
They should not pay more than that named by an assessor to be mutually agreed upon,

to the assets the rails were about the best of them. The sleepers were fair to

He asked why was not the question
/4.

bad, a large number being only fit for firewood.
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laid Tjefore the ratepayers and the price stated?,

the rails leading thereto, had the company any right to place these there?.
Lands Department state they have no rights,
ratepayers have not been taken in consideration,
re-electiop I myself asked woiild the ratepayers be consulted in regard to the tramway
extention and Or, Macfarlan said "Yes they would;" but this nromise has not been
verified.

Regarding the overhead bridge and
The

What is objected to is that the
When Cr. Patterson was seeking

He would also ask was there not a bill of sale for £6000 over this tramway?
—^He was continuing to address councillors when the standing orders were resumed.—
After further discussion Gr, Shand moved that after careful consideration this council

does not intend to purchase the Sorrento tramway and that the company be so informed,—

Gr, Haig in seconding, pro forma, stated that the coimcil could not work as cheaply as
the company.
He did not consider it a good proposition, but he was open to further conviction.—On
being put the amendment was defeated Grs. Shand and Haig voting for it.
called for a division.

For: Grs, Shand and Haig,

Againsts The President, Grs.Shaw, Macfarlan, Patterson, Downward and Wettenall.

He did not consider it an economical proposition.— Gr. Shaw agreed.

Gr, Shand
The division list is as follows:-

Gr, Macfarlan's motion deferring action till next meeting was carried.
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