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RELATIVE COST OF STORAGE BATTERY AND
STEAM OPERATION

The following table, furnished by R. W. Brodman,
General Foreman Electrical Equipment, Long Island
Railroad, shows the big saving effected by the railway
storage battery car equipment on the New York Bay

Extension:
RELATIVE COSTS—1915
Equi ¢ Two Multlble Unit | 1 D 53 Locomotlve
qUpInen.s, ‘ Battely Cars. 1 Pass.-Bagg. Car.

[MVes timen b eamaaparssyaes l $20 535.02 $11 683.92
Interest at 5 percent.... . 1 026.75 584.17
Depreciation.............. ... ‘ 1117.64 350.49
Maintenance.................. 755.44 2 304.81

Handling coal, engine-
house expense *

Water supply.......c......... L et ‘ 1322.93
Crewicostal il T | 3 485.46 ‘ 7 886.54
Supplies s hien i ‘ 36.58 ‘ 63.00
Cost of power or coal.... 1 309.76 4 790.80
Labor for charging or 011 753.30 41.27
Instrument work............ 38.70 o Tl o I e
. Mo tallcOS St $ 8523.63 4 $17 344. 01
Cost per train-mile......... 0.3928 | 0.7933

The figures for electric service are actual; those
for steam service are estimated. The steam service
formerly operated was never more than one-third the
present schedule, as the traffic then did not warrant
the expense.

In estimating the depreciation chargeable to cost of
operation, the following pecentages were taken:—
Three percent for car body, ten percent for storage
battery, four percent for electric equipment, and
three percent for locomotive. The crew required to
operate this service with electric equipment comprises
a motorman and conductor; for steam service, an
_engineer, fireman, conductor and a flagman.

On April 15, 1920, Mr. Brodman, advises that after 5} years, these cars
continue to give as satisfactory service as when first placed in operation.



