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Metcard - Test Issues

Metcard - Test Issues

Page last modified/checked: Tuesday, 12 March 2002

Test Fronts/Test Print back

The test issues were able to be found fairly easily durin initi
g the init .
the Metcard system and occasionally may still be found. Initiallll;l ltile:tlng phase of
two known designators: blank and C. The M C1 to M C4 series,werrefWere on}
August 2000; the M A1 to M A4 series by November 2001, and th e found by

group by January 2002, €M B1 to M B4

TEST ONLY

Not good for travel

Srgrgerci) I

~

7

No designator

TEST ONLY

Not good for travel

¢

00253788

Designator "C"
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TEST ONLY

Not good for travel

84161z

M A4

TEST ONLY

Not good for travel

838454

M B2

TEST ONLY

Not good for travel s |
81883
M Cl

sulting in the

During a machines testing, a character print test was carried out re £ the front

following print pattern. These test prints have been found using mos
designs.
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Page 2 of 3
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Metcard - "Standard" Pre-encoded design Page 1 of 2
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1. odified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

»s were designated "M". The earliest issues found (at
‘October 1996. The "M A" designator appeared during
1e "M B" designator issues started appearing and it

o that the first of the "M C" series were seen. I have no
test issues, nor if the three small arrows design was

uced for the pre-encoded issues.

Tl'le following design featuring three arrows was used extensively in ear]
promotional material, however the "standard" design was ultimately used fory
Metcard tickets. A small number of the three arrow design Metcards were h ai‘:]tu;l
e

to staff passing through the training centre, possibly as souvenirs. Duri
. Dur ) >
1998., a number of used "three arrow" Metcards were found, suggesltlilng N:arch v ™ o
remaining stock of this design were being used up. Since April 1998, no gu-tl;l i3 c toard
examples of this style have been found. ’ er ::‘:g
;“ o®©
- 4 28
ER=)
Wetcard P P P t
2 £

HR CONCESSION ZONE 142
127 01081 03969342

7/ The Met Help line 1800 652 313

tssued subject to the Transpost Act 1983, Regulations and PTC Conditiens of Use. «

Designator "M"

The Met Help line 1800652 313

Jisued subject to the Teanspore Act 1983, Regulations and PTC Conditions of Use. «

T = | (‘Qetcard ™

"STANDARD" PRE-ENCODE %

<--FRONTS INDEX NCODED
2 HR CDNCESSION ZONE 2

DESIGN-—>
127 81661 14883592 I-

_ %/~ The Met Help line 1800652313

tssued subject ed the Transpere Act 1983, Regulations and PTC Conditions of Use. .

file://D:\1 HTM DeSignator "M A"
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Metcard - "Standard" Pre-encoded design - : : 'q :
e ) N e e Metcard - First "Standard" Design Page 1 of 2

First "Standard' Design

Page last modified/checked: Monday, 17 December 2001

This is the design which introduced the Metcard system to Melbourne. Since its
inception, over 100 million tickets of this design have been printed. This "generic"

127 0106] 14575858 : design has featured three different designators: blank, "C" and "M", all shown
i below.
-.ﬁ.-n..u.; Help line 1800652 313
Tssued subjece ta the Tranipers Act 1983, Regulations and PTC Conditions of Uts. ,
Designator "M B" .
(Qetcard™

Qotoara™

127 @igoi 14973534

5j2The Met 16528231  Help line 1800652 313
lssued subject to the Transpoart Act 198), Regulazions and PTC Conditions of Use. .
R S .. ...} S’ No designator
Designator "M C"
\ » s ~
<—TEST ISSUES FRONTS INDEX Ist "STANDARD" ; t@etcard s

DESIGN-->

\
e e e

~/+TheMet 20267802  Help line 1800652313

(naued wubiest o the Trasapart Act 1982, Regulstiom and PTC Canduwem of U |

Designator "C"

t‘@etcarq "

00652 313

dizions of Use

file://D:\2.HTM TheMet 51487488 Help line 18

lasued subjeet to the Tramuport act 1983, Kegurationr g pYC Con

. 'A
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Metcard - 2nd "Standard" design

2nd "Standard" design

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

"M" designator altered to letters and numbers

As all the fronts in this "series"
s "'series"" are of the same design, and to reduce downlo d
a

times and web space used, a sin
5 gle example only is illust i
to Ma4, Mb1 to Mb4 and Mc1 to Mc4) ;:;el?;n(?v:'lndemgnators L

@etcard Pt

/&~ The
‘ Met 188527287  Help line 1800652 313

wod wh he Tram Ace 1981, R ! +
fssued subject to the Trarspore Ace 3. Regulatlons and PYC Cenditions of U
5 58, 4

<-—1st "STANDARD"
DESIGN FRONTS INDEX 3rd "STANDARD"
DESIGN—>

file://D:\4. HTM
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Metcard - 3rd "Standard" design Page 1 of 1

3rd "Standard' design

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

Hyphen added between letters and numbers

eries" are of the same design, and to reduce download
ple only is illustrated. All designators (M-al

M-c1 to M-c4) are known.

As all the fronts in this "'s
times and web space used, a single exam
to M-a4, M-bl to M-b4 and

~/aThe Met 192458805  Help line 1800652313

tssuad subject to tha Yranspore Act 198). Regulazions and PYC Conditions of Use. »

MELBOURNE EVENTS
FRONTS INDEX SERIES—>

<—-2nd "STANDARD"
DESIGN

file://D:\5.HTM
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Metcard - 7nd "Standard" decion
Metcard - Melbourne Food 1st series

Metcard - Melbourne Events series - (Retail Only) | “Page‘l i Page L of 1
agelo

Melbourne Food - 1st Machine Issue
series

The Melbourne Events Series

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The release of this design was featured in Melbourne's "Herald Sun" newspaper on
the 8th July 1999, with the first four designs going on sale the following day. The

Spring Racing Carnival and Royal Melbourne Show designs appeared three to fou
weeks later. These pre-encoded tickets were only available through retail outlets 4

Machine issue only - Yellow stripe

On issue by 4th September 1999

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, with using different
designators.
The order these tickets ran in appears to be:
e MA: Flower Show, Australian Open, Moomba, Woolmark
e MB: Woolmark, Moomba, Spring Racing Carnival, Royal Show
e MC: Flower Show, Australian Open, Spring Racing Carnival, Royal Sh
The respective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket o
Clicking on any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22k.)

b 1 ¥ oy - -
- FL . 4
ﬁe@card..

L - - " -

o~ g

SR FALL PR I
137 130 BOOTIDI N

MA ‘
MC

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, using different designators.
The official names for the designs are unknown, however the following
approximations seem reasonable:

M A1l and M C2: "Grilled Food",M A2 and M C1: "Cafe Food",M A3 and M B4:
"Take-Away Food",

M A4 and M B1: "Chinese Food", M B2 AND M C3: "Italian Food",M B3 and M
C4: "Bar-B-Q Food".

The respective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket.
Clicking on any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22K).

o - Cvhmmma PSS whimmoemmz | yh T
S — MG Mo M B4
= ! e M C2 MCl1 M B4

LLUEASGES | ety Baada003teai) | whTana 1IIEES:  noptmOXenad  ghToma

H hﬁmw,ﬂmﬁ‘mmmemh O Zanamonad o>
MB '
MC M A4 M B2 M B3
M Bl MC3 MC4
, FRONTS INDEX Ist MEL B .
DESIGN FOOD SE%UERSI}\ The reason for the yellow stripe is unknown at this time.
2 It is, however, in the location that the ticket details are printed on 2 pre-encoded
ticket. e
<-MELBOURNE ME_LB.QIL&NE,EQQD
| EVENTS SERIES FRONTS INDEX 2nd SERIES—>
file://D:\6.HTM
8/5/0
2
8/5/02

file:/D:\7.HTM



Melbourne Food - 2nd Machine Issue
series

Earliest issue found: 21st September 1999

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

| The first examples found of this series w i
ere all issued on buses (08 i
was some weeks before the first of the rail (and later tram) is(suegs(i:::‘geni‘f:)tl?;fl). 4

The six designs in this series were each re i
_ peated twice, using diff i
The official names for the designs are unknown,’howegvell~ ﬂejle‘eil_:)t“((i):vs.lgnators.
M AL o approximations seem reasonable: St
and M C2: "Grilled Food",M A2 and M C1: "Cafe Food",M A3 and M B3
"Chinese Food" :
M A4 and M B4: "Take-Away Food'", M B1 ANI,) M C4: "Bar-B-Q Food", M
- ot and M C3: "Italian Food"'. e
e respective designators are shown under each a i i
. . . . p ro r t
Clicking on any designator will bring up a 100dpi im;)ge ?a;l:;):ot):cglr)

o
X))
G c e

i)
L ]
W M Y '"‘“H;M rood

L215€ 2281
o ZISEZCE mpmmmooemzan

M A1 MA2
MC2 MC1 M B3

P B 1306032012
M A4 M B1
M B4 M C4 %g—‘;

A number of the M A2 (or M C1) designs were fou i
i nd - .
have now provided a link to a scan of onev(;,il'ttllllei:s:;n tllscsll(ng designator, |
e s.

<—MELBOURNE FOOD =
. PRE-ENC
’ e FRONTSINDEX  MELBOURNE FooD
Ist SERIES—>
file://D:\8. HTM
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Metcard - Melbourne Food 2nd Machine Issue series ' Phge 1'6E1 E
age 1 of 1

Page 1 of 1

Metcard - Melbourne Food 2nd Series - No designator

Melbourne Food 7nd series - No
Designator

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

I was reluctant to include this ticket "variety" in the site as I feel it is merely a
printing error, rather than a new "type". However, a contributor has also
mentioned finding other tickets in this series that also have missing or partially
missing designators; so, for the sake of completeness, I have included a scan of this
M A2 (or M C1) issue, clearly showing no designator printed.

Help line 1800652313

TheMet 121248785
Resguiations snd PTC Condions of Use. -

1ssuod subjoct to the Transport Act 1883,
No designator printed

hTheMet -0t (adoo Help line 1800652313
|sswod subject to the Transport 19033, and PTC Conditions of Uss.

"Normal" M C1 for comparison

<-MELBOURNE FOOD
2nd SERIES

file://D:\9.HTM 8/5/02




Metcard - Pre-encoded Melbourne Food 1st series Page 1 of 1

Pre-encoded Melbourne Food - 1st Series

Designator letters only
Earliest issue found: 19th September 1999

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, using different designators
The order these tickets ran in (or reverse order) appears to be: .
e MA: Cafe Food, Bar-B-Q Food, Italian Food, Grilled Food
¢ MB: Bar-B-Q Food, Italian Food, Chinese Food, Take-Away Food
e MC: Grilled Food, Chinese Food, Take-Away Food, Cafe Food
T!le Fespective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket.
Clicking on any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22Kk).

MA
MA MB MB
T MC MC
- eEmOTR P PRE-ENCODED
LBOURTE FRONTS INDEX MELBOURNE FOOD
2nd SERIES—>

file://D:\10.HTM

Metcard - Pre-encoded Melbourne Food 2nd series

Pre-encoded Melbourne Food - 2nd Series

Designator letters and numbers
Earliest issue found: 14th October 1999

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, using different designators.
The official names for the designs are unknown, however the following
approximations seem reasonable:

M A1l and M C2: "Grilled Food",M A2 and M C1: "Cafe Food",M A3 and M B4:

"Take-Away Food",
1: "Chinese Food", M B2 AND M C3: "Italian Food",M B3 and M
C4: "Bar-B-Q Food".
The respective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket.
Clicking on any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22K).

M A4and M B

The Met Ml B DR HERIA Mat Hep hog 130032239 o Ra
o v 8 Py e s Bt #40, opbubers s (T Fwviverre (b, ety by 3 e e b 450, Py e ATV Lvivm d e, D B B A R e (T 5 2

M ALl M A2 M A3
M C2 MC1 M B4

M A4 M B2 M B3
M B1 MC3 M C4
MELBOURNE FOOD FRONTS INDEX MELBOURNE FOOD
RAIL+2 ISSU ES—>

Ist SERIES

file://D:\11.HTM
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Metcard - Pre-encod;x_i i\/i;albourne Food - 2nd series Rail+2 issues

Page 1‘(_)}—TY

Pre-encoded Melbourne Food - 2nd Series

Rail+2 Issues

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

Originally, pre-encoded rail+2 tickets were only listed as being available via the
Metcard Help line. A surprise discovery revealed these four rail+2 tickets on issue
from the Met Shop in Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. Concession issues were not
stocked at the time. Unusually, the tickets are printed " Adult Full Fare", the first
such examples found with this wording.

AL e ——

PRR— T Re T

Tho bt ok s OO GRATNT
tesnsl eamad BB Basprrd i 10 Bpplelian at. T O s w s o

3o et

L
T 10 pa s 20 Pt Sl B Putp s s oD PVIT i of s

M A3 M A4

As of July 2000, the food series had sold out and been replaced by a Milleniy
Metcard series of Rail + 2 issues. T

<—-PRE-ENCODED

MELBOURNE FOOD FRONTS INDEX FREEONLINE.com
2nd SERIES DESIGN-—->
file://D:\12.HTM

.\ A
X

\‘/

i

3

" ;

file://D:\13.HTM

Metcard - freeonline.com series Page 1 of 1

The freeonline.com Design

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

This design first appeared on, and was featured in the Melbourne Herald-Sun on the
20th October 1999. The article reports "being the first time in Australia that the
design of a public transport ticket had been changed to allow for advertising." Based
on the numbers on the front of these tickets, approximately 7 million of this design
were printed. The newspaper article anticipated that 250,000 of these should be
purchased every day.

As all the fronts in this "series" are of the same design, and to reduce download
times and web space used, a single example only is illustrated. All designators (M A1l
to M A4, M B1 to M B4 and M C1 to M C4) can be found on this design.

R

|5 on tho websio.

{or 75 hours a month
idors can win

web surfing cvery month
www.freeoniline.com.au
1902 246 507

®
| ©
o
L™
4
3
©
£
n
=

rizos i 160

Matcard ticket ho!
P
Detal

+Frae Emall oFree Faxing *Freo Ctfers

sFroo surfing

<—-PRE-ENCODED

MILLENIUM
MELBOURNE FOOD FRONTS INDEX METCARDS

8/5/02




Metcard - Millenium Metcards series - Page 1 of 1

The "Millenium Metcards" Series

On issue by the 3rd December 1999

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, using different designators.
The respective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket. Clicking on
any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22K).
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The official titles of the designs are unknown, a guess (by us) will not be made!
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Metcard - Pre-encoded Millenium Metcards series Page 1 of 1

The Pre-encoded Millenium Metcards
Series

Earliest dated issue found: 15th March 2000

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

After finding the initial "MA" series in March 2000, it took until late June/early
July 2000 until the "MB" and "MC" series were finally found.
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Pre-encoded Millenium Metcards

Rail+2 Issues

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

i kager of 2 Metcard - Melbourne International Comedy Festival series

A visit to the Met Shop in Elizabeth Street, Melbourne during early July 2000
revealed that the Melbourne Food series of Rail + 2 tickets had sold out and been
replaced by a series of Millenium Metcards, designated '""MB'"'. A visit to Richmond
station Up end booking offices (MCG entrance and Melbourne Park entrance) a
couple of days later also revealed a series of Millenium Metcard Rail+2's on issue
both with "MA" designators. Again, Concession issues were not stocked at either,
location. Whilst the Melbourne Food series were printed "Adult Full Fare", these
issues are printed "Full Fare". The "MC" series started appearing during
November 2000. But the BIG news is a Rail+2 CONCESSION issue has been found
dated 8th March 2001. This is the first pre-encoded concession Rail+2 of any design’
(see below).
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RAIL + 2 CONCESSION

%
-v/ﬂ'hoMet Help fine 1800652313
. tesued subject to the Transport Act 1983, Regulations and PTC Conditions of Use,

The first Rail+2 concession issue
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Melbourne International Comedy Festival
Series

Earliest dated issue found: 10th March 2000

Page last modified/checked: Saturday, 23 February 2002

The six designs in this series were each repeated twice, using different designators.
The respective designators are shown under each appropriate ticket. Clicking on
any designator will bring up a 100dpi image (approx 22K).
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The official titles of the designs are unknown, a guess (by us) will not be made!
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