MELBOURNE TRAMWAY MEMORIES

RAY ROBERTS




In 1961 I went to the Employment Office of the Tramways Board Head Office
building at 616 Little Collins and applied for a job as a Tram Conductor. A few days
later I went to the Uniform Store at South Melboume Depot and attended the

conductor school at the corner of Gertrude and Nicholson Streets.
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I began work at South Melbourne Depot and was instructed by two trainers in three
weeks. Mona Philips was the best conductress I saw and Syd Spearpoint equal to the
best conductor. Mona was a great trainer and retired in the late ‘60’s and I never saw
her after that, Syd became a driver.

The Tramways Board had a huge shortage of staff but discipline was very strict. The
justice system was good and a man who assaulted a conductor received 6 months

gaol.

During the late “70’s the justice system became weak and in the ‘80°s and ‘90’s was a
disgrace to law-abiding people. In 1988 a youth stabbed a conductor on a tram along
Mount Alexander Road on 26 September 1986, on 11 March Judge O’Shea released
him on a $500 three-year good behaviour bond. The conductor was stabbed three
times and was off work for two months and is still having psychiatric treatment. The
youth from Ascot Vale received no penalty for his crime

The Union Secretary, Jim Harper, said Unionists and indeed the whole community
must be outraged at the Court decision to give a bond to a youth who stabbed a

conductor.

During the first few years I did not have a day off work and when I was late for work
the second time in three years, was told by the Depot Master that if I were late again
would have to see the Disciplinary Officer. We had three weeks holiday until 1964
and then it was increased to four weeks. We often had to work a six day week

because of the large staff shortages.

The cap was a nuisance in hot weather and having to look after it. From Monday to
Friday pensioners could not use their concession card before 9am and between 4pm
and 6pm. For 82 years walked home after late shifts, from 1 a.m. because there was
very little crime. Now it is not safe on the streets because young males commit crime
every day of the year. When starting work from 5 am — 7am I caught the all night bus
at 4.22am in Orrong Road and it went along Toorak Road and St. Kilda Road and
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through the City. It ran every 1% hour until all night buses finished in 1968. There
were two drivers at South Melbourne who had been Sydney Tram drivers, Tom Cross
who had been in the Army in World War II and Bob Campbell. In 1968 a woman
Inspector, Mrs Frost watched a Conductress for 40 minutes on the tram and at the
terminus told her she could see 1% inches of an orange band under her cap. Also, she
did not like her socks and she rang the bell once at a red light. The conductress was
so upset that she could not conduct the tram from the terminus. She was ordered to
see the Disciplinary Officer in Head Officer. He was a very hard man and sacked her
for being temperamentally unsuitable for the job. In 1969 I was working from Toorak
to the City and a plain clothes ticket checker did not check tickets but showed his
metal pass. It was equal to the best trip I had on Toorak but he put in a report about
slow collection of fares. The Depot Master sent me to see the Disciplinary Officer in
my own time after an early shift. He told me to go faster. The ticket checker had
wanted to be popular with his boss, I never saw him again. I liked the job but not the
six day week because of the shortage of staff.

One difficult thing was the “Daily Running Journal” and given 10 minutes to write the
timetables for the day and numbers of each ticket block and drivers names and
numbers. There was only one timetable for driver and conductor. On the tram we
have to “Book up”, that is to write the last three ticket numbers of each block at each
terminus and each half trip. I still have a 1972 running journal. The Inspectors would
check the Journal and passengers tickets about twice a day.
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A serious accident happened at the Kew Post Office shunt in May 1968. The pole
rope was still in the hand of conductress Dot Rankin, and the lights were on in the
tram. The points were changed when the speeding taxi struck her in the back. She
was taken to hospital and had several operations but lost a leg. In March 1968 two
trams collided at Flinders and Swanston Street. Driver Middlemo was driving along
Flinders Street towards Spencer Street and went through a red light at Swanston
Street. His tram struck the side of the tram from Glen Iris that was crossing with a
green light to the City. 31 people were slightly injured and taken to hospital. Driver
Middlemo went to hospital but was not injured and was released and suspended by the
Tramways Board, who said he would not continue as a driver.

In 1964 a car killed a conductress from Essendon Depot on her way home from work.
When they were short of staff at North Fitzroy I sometimes worked as a bus
conductor from Garden City to Bulleen. It was hard to stand on the old British
Leyland buses. The Port Melbourne Depot closed in 1966. Ihave a Union “Tramway
Record” magazine for November 1964 by “Lucky”. He was driver Eric Taylor, the
Canteen Manager, he wrote, “This year there will be no Xmas Dinner at the Depot.
This is a pity as it was so well known and successful and this Xmas will be a dismal
day for those who have to work. The main reason was the lack of finance. I have
seen Bill Duncan, Joe Sires and Jack Cregan stay at the pay window and when they
ask you to go in a raffle you refuse. We welcome Mr Tom Kirkup as Depot Master.”
A few years later his picture was in the newspaper when in the garden of his home he
climbed a tree to rescue a cat but fell and injured his leg. In 1978 Eric was on No.12
route and reached the terminus at Fitzroy Street, St Kilda. He was walking back to
the other end when he collapsed, an ambulance was called to take him to hospital and
he died about three weeks later. He was close to retiring age and I thought he worked
too long. His wife Audrey was a conductress and a fine woman. She was very upset

and died soon afterwards.

In 1964 our annual leave was increased from 3 to 4 weeks. At Camberwell in 1964
there was no hot water to wash the hands althou%h the Depot was built in 1930. We
were sometimes offered “D.0.C.’s” to work a 6" day at other Depots and I went to

Brunswick, Malvern, Glenhuntly, Hawthorn, Essendon and East Preston. They were

short of staff.

In 1964 at Essendon, people brought their own raincoats but one inspector told them
not to wear them because he said, the Board did not issue them only a very heavy
winter overcoat. The first woman driver was Joyce Barry on 5™ December 1975,
from Kew Depot. From Malvern Depot, Inspector Les Rundle was in the Army
during World Wars 1914-18 and 1940-45. He was killed in an accident in 1964.

In April *96 I visited the Christchurch Transport Museum in New Zealand and bought
two books about the history of Christchurch Trams, No. 4 The Wire Web — 1903-20
and No. 7 Tram to the Terminus — 1921 — 54, when trams finished. There were 16
routes but onlyl1 remained in 1950 and about 92 trams. “Tram to the Terminus™ was
a better book than “Melbourne’s Tramways in 1974 by David Keenan.

As far back as 1932 weekly tickets were introduced in Christchurch, the only city to
have them in Australia was Hobart before the 1970°s. Christchurch had a 24 hour ride
concession card in 1926, and 12, 14 and 24 ride concessions cards in the 1930’s.




In 1965 a bus driver from Footscray Depot went for a ride by train to St. Kilda. Near
to the terminus he opened the door thinking that it was a sliding one but it opened
outward and he fell off the train and was unconscious for three days. In 1965 a tram
driver from Brunswick was doing a late shift and noticed two Pakistan cricketers on
his tram and offered to show them the finer points of driving. The next night an
inspector boarded the tram and was in the cabin when he saw to his horror the same
two cricketers board his tram and politely asked for another driving lesson. Ihave a
copy of the 1975 “Rules and Regulations” book and the “Sections and Fares Book™ of

1976.
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In 1954-55 trams and buses carried 258 million passengers. In 1960 trams carried
172 million passengers. In 1961 there were 1100 tram drivers, almost 1000
conductors and almost 600 conductresses. The age to apply for the job was 23 —40
years. In 1963 the first emergency ropes were installed on trams after driver Dan
White from South Melbourne, climbed onto the roof of a tram to free the rope but
touched the overhead wire and was electrocuted. I worked with Dan on No. 12 route.
During the *60’s I had to climb onto the roof three times to free the rope until the

Union banned it.

There were 750 trams after 1963; conductors could apply for a job from 18 —50 years.
In 1964 a government employment officer went to England to recruit 500 single
males to work on trams. 100 were signed up in England and alone, aged between 19
— 40 years. Others were signed up in four other cities.

In 1964 no trams ran on five Malvern routes because of a roster dispute. In 1965
there was a shortage of 567 drivers and conductors. In 1965 a tram and cement truck
collided at St. Kilda Road and Union Street. The tram was going to Moreland and
driver, Brian Kane, was not injured but six women passengers were hurt and taken to
hospital. Also in 1965 a tram to East Malvern crashed into the back of a Glen Iris
tram in St. Kilda Road and seven passengers were taken to hospital.

In August 1966 the fare from St. Kilda to the city was 22c, one section was 7c.
Decimal currency was introduced in 1966. In 1967 conductor Jack Bottomly reported
for work wearing shorts. It was February 6™ and very hot. An Inspector suspended
him. Later he wore shorts, which was against the rules, and the board said he was
unsuitable and fired him. It was not until 1975 that drivers and conductors were
allowed to wear shorts. On 24" February 1967 drive Jim Harper from Preston Depot
came to work wearing brown shoes and was suspended for not wearing black shoes.
In Sydney in 1967, drivers and conductors were allowed to wear shorts. The
Melbourne Tramways Board Chairman, Mr Risson, aged 65, wore shorts when he
was State Chief Commissioner of Scouts 1958 to 1963.
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Many fares were lost on crowded trams because there were no day or weekly tickets
in the ‘60’s, yet Christchurch, New Zealand had a weekly in 1932.

In 1960 trams carried 209 million passengers but by 1970 133 million were carried.
At a second bookshop in South Yarra I bought a postcard dated 1901 showing a cable
tram in St Kilda Road. It was shown in the new book ‘Melbourne’s Grand Boulevard
— The Story of St. Kilda Road”. In 1968 a tram passenger assaulted a conductress in
Collins Street and was sentenced to 12 months gaol. If that happened in 1999 he
would receive only a small fine because the justice system is so weak.

In Bendigo over five years to 1964 a tram driver John Hogan’s tram was involved in 3
collisions with cars and all were fatal and six people killed. In 1971 in Chapel Street
St. Kilda a tram crashed into the back of another tram and the front driver received a
broken leg and head injuries and three passengers were injured. In 1972 sick leave
was increased from 5 days per year to 8 days. In 1968 the old signal box at the start
of Wellington Street, St. Kilda Junction was demolished. In 1967 the Shed Foreman at
South Melbourne Depot Sheds, Roy Allen retired at age 65 after 50 years service. He

started as a vehicle cleaner.

In 1970 a brewery truck crashed with great force into the side of the No. 88 tram
going to East Preston. The truck driver was drunk and two passengers were killed.

In 1965 a conductress from Malvern was sent to see the Disciplinary Officer in her
own time. He asked her why her money was very short on two days and for the next
two days very much over. She asked the dates and then asked how could be money
be short when she was on holiday in New Zealand.

At Brunswick Depot in March 1965 there were 12 trams off the road and from 124
tables they were short of 36 drivers and 41 conductors.

The Chairman of the Board from 1936 to 1949 was Hector Bell who lived in
Richmond and retired to Hawthomn. In his 70’s he was painting the back of his house
from the top of a 40-rung ladder, he died in 1964 aged 89. The Chairman from 1940
to 1976 was former Major-General Sir Robert Risson who retired aged 69 and was
instrumental in making our tram system one of the finest in the world. He spoke to
me three times, first when he visited the Depot on a week-end at Christmas to speak
to the staff, second when he boarded my tram in South Yarra from Toorak in the
morning peak hour and finally when he boarded my crowded tram in Collins and as
he was getting off at Elizabeth Street told me that there were fares in the back and
there was a button missing from my tunic, but he spoke very well. He died in July
1992. Mr Dudley Snell was Chairman from 1976 to 1983 and died in Hong Kong in

1988.

Many employees used to leave the job and return later. 267 ex traffic employees
returned to tramway service in 1965. Conductor Armand LeFevre, from Malvern
Depot was born in France and had a happy attitude, was popular with children and did
a comedy routine; he started in 1966 and received much fan mail.
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By 1971 the fare for one section had increased to 10c and five sections from the City,
No. 16, to St. Kilda was 30c. In June 1972, sick leave was increased from five to
eight days per year and in August 400 women connies were allowed to wear slacks.

In 1949 there were 300,000 cars on Australian roads and by 1973 there were 3
million.

In 1974 a tram overshot the terminus at West Coburg and ran over a medium strip
knocking over the time clock killing a 12 year old school girl standing next to the
clock collecting for the Royal Melbourne Hospital. The Driver was 35 year Moanes
Mohammed Elders a migrant from Europe. Police tested the brakes and found them
to be effective. In 1963 a tram overshot the same terminus and crashed into the

Newsagents across the road.

The first °Z Class’ tram ran in August 1973 to East Preston and cost $120,000 to
build.

On 28 September two trams collided at St. Kilda Junction'and were derailed, two
passengers had to be taken to hospital. In the same year a tram driver was sacked
after he drank 9 glasses of beer before starting work at 3.50 pm at Malvern Depot. He
left the tram in South Yarra near Domain Road and was charged by the Police and
later sentenced to one month in gaol.

In 1972-73 trams carried 125 million passengers.

On 29 December a tram and bulk feeder truck collided at Danks and Wright Streets in
Middle Park and seven passengers were taken to hospital with minor injuries. On 22
January 1978 tram No 12 to Brunswick Street and a tanker loaded with flammable
liquid collided in Danks Street, Middle Park. The tram driver was thrown from the
cabin, the tanker overturned and both drivers were taken to hospital.

In 1974 five youths stole tickets worth $10 from a conductress from Preston Depot.
She had left the tickets in a tin under a seat.

In 1974 more people were killed on Victorian roads than in 1995. In 1975 two trams
collided in Northcote in a rear on collision and one driver aged 38 collapsed and died.
In 1976 a youth assaulted a conductor outside the Glenhuntly Tram Depot but was
only fined $150 but most youths were better than the criminal vermin that many are

today.

In 1976 I read in the Newspaper that two passengers in Bro Czechoslovakia, got off
a tram and the pavement gave way, dropping both passengers into the sewer, one was

never found!

In 1965 a conductress was suspended when she signed on because of money shortages
at South Melbourne Depot, yet the Depot Master, Tom Kirkup, an ex-tram driver was

good to deal with.
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The hottest day I can remember working was on 26 January 1981 and the temperature
was 41.8°c.

In 1976, conductress Denise Blewitt was involved in two rear end collisions in two
days! She was collecting fares on a crowded Preston Tram in Collins and Russell
Street when a Kew tram rammed it from behind and 13 people were taken to hospital.
The next day her tram ran into the back of a Kew tram in Collins Street, one
passenger and the tram driver were knocked unconscious but Denise was not hurt.

By March 1976 the price of a new ‘Z Tram’ had risen to $200,000. In the same year
there was a plan for a city tramway loop by Councillor Ross from the City Council
that would cost $350,000. The Tramways Board lost $24 million for year ending June
1976. On 3™ August a saboteur struck Glen Huntly Depot late at night and put 15
trams out of action. There were 65 trams in the Depot 15 of which were parked in the
openyard. Wires found in the driver’s cabins were snipped, effectively blocking in

13 others.

In 1976 a conductor from Kew Depot was suspended for wearing a green tennis sun
visor cap.

In September the first $3.00 all day ticket called ‘The Passmaster’ was issued for
trams and trains for travelling after 9am so it was not too popular. This was reduced
to $2.00 in 1977. In 1976 a Policeman on point duty at Spencer and Flinders Streets
was struck by a tram and taken to hospital.

In 1977 a tram and loaded semi-trailer collided in Maidstone and the tram was badly
damaged but no passengers were hurt.

In 1976-97 trams carried 123 million passengers. On January 1978 three trams were
shipped to Seattle, USA to operate there. Two were built in 1927 and the other in
1928. I was in Seattle in May and saw on TV that they had arrived by ship, nos. 484

and 401.

In February 1978 the ‘Day Tripper’ was introduced for $1.20 for trams and buses all
hours. It was very popular. A monthly card for $14.00 was also introduced along
with a monthly concession card and a city card.

In NSW trains, buses and ferries lost a record $334 million in 1977. In July 1978 the
Burwood No. 75 tram was extended by 3.4k for $1,000 per metre and there was free
travel for four days. It was now 18 km long and it cost $3.2 million for the extension.

In August 1978 South Melbourne Depot had 58 trams, Malvern had 99 and East
Preston and North Fitzroy had 122.
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In September 1978 conductress Barbara Biggs from Brunswick Depot refused to join
the Union and caused a vast amount of trouble for passengers who had to walk to
work and conductors and drivers lost hundreds of dollars in wages when the trams
stopped. The Union fee was a small amount to pay and thousands of workers paid
this fee. She was a very selfish woman who did not care about others. F inally, on
September 7" she accepted a clerical job with the Transport Ministry in Bourke Street
although the newspaper said she had been deported for working in Japan without a

permit.

In 1978 a tram driver was sacked for running into the back of another tram in Collins
Street. In the same year two armed bandits stole $2,700 from the North F itzroy
Depot, they had pistols and tied up the paymaster at 9.20 pm. A Conductor from
South Melbourne was killed while leaning too far out of the doorway while the tram
was travelling along Fitzroy Street, St. Kilda, he struck his head on the safety zone.
He was a 20-year-old migrant from Europe.




——

In 1979 Malvern Depot banned students from Xavier College, Kew, from the trams
for a few days because of their bad behaviour and one of them broke a window.

On September 16™ 1979 the cost of the Day Tripper increased from $1.20 to $1.50
and the other fares were also increased.

During the 60’s it was difficult for passengers travelling from one suburb through the
city to another suburb because the rules were that they had to pay twice, such as from
St. Kilda to Moreland and South Melbourne to East Coburg, one ticket to the city and

another to East Coburg. This was to make it easy for Inspectors to check tickets.
That lasted until 1979 when Conductors were allowed to issue both tickets together.

In 1979 a young Conductor, Hoa Pham from Vietnam, living in Richmond and
working at the Kew Depot, was sending parcels to Vietnam in his own hours, attacked
the postmaster because he did not like the postage he had to pay. When he was sent

to Court he had nothing to worry about because of the weak justice system and got off

lightly.
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In 1979 the new ‘23° Class Tram began service at a cost of $330,000 each with an
extra door at the back and 19 feet longer than the new ‘M.A.N.” bus that cost $77,000.
A bus driver from Footscray said he drove trams in San Francisco that were 9 feet
shorter than the ‘23” tram but had 16 more seats.

el og k’» r=
UNH‘OI% CAREERE,

}L al rJ"fr
SR S ' ” T ’-“"1* ' :av‘[”_—m
A Eﬁ A o

14

\Jer
ool
 hgpedr
_ Ernest Pooley and Alan Davis spend and a councillor for 19. It is his third X
most of their time in uniform these term as mayor of Brunswick. (A NN
days. Cr. Davis, 59. is the new mayor st
. ) of Coburg and has worked with the I3
They are tram inspectors during Tramways Board for 25 years. He / / Z
working hours and mayors “the rest and Cr. Pocley worked together as J7 /"Q/ ‘
of the time”. drivers and have known each other -2
for years. ___ / ‘? 7é

Cr. Poolev (left) has been with < Cr. Davis 'has been on
the Tramways Board for 37 years Council l'or 14 years. Was(‘g_;b‘_lirg

B J7 77 =la7 A deog /Q-;C?

In February 1980 at Kew Depot there were 229 employees, 47 were Indo-Chinese and
27 were other nationalities. During 1980 many were assaulted, mostly by Rules
Football supporter louts; one Conductress from Brunswick was molested by one
outside the Carlton Football ground. South Melbourne Depot held a ‘Stop work
Meeting’ on August 17" because of violence by St. Kilda passengers on the 16 and 12
routes. In the same year the cost of a Day Tripper increased to $2.00 and the fare
from the City to St. Kilda was 60c.

In 1980 an elderly woman was killed in Riversdale Road, Hawthorn. While getting
off the tram the driver closed the door on her hand, the tram started moving and

dragged her along.
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A monthly permit cost $26.00 plus 10c per trip. The new ‘Outer’ pass was $3.50 for
trams, trains and buses. On routes 12 and 16 to St. Kilda, some conductors had
moneybags stolen, it never happened to me but during the 1980°s I had two ticket tins
stolen on 16 route.

Depot starter Frank Reardon retired in 1981 at South Melbourne. He had 49% years
service starting on the cable trams in 1932, became a double decker bus driver in the
1940’s, became a depot starter in 1954 and in 1955 started at Hanna Street Depot later
renamed South Melbourne.

When I started in 1961 Australia had a population of 10% million.

In 1985 my tram was travelling on 12 route along Spencer Street to St. Kilda when an
old Holden Gemini coming from Flinders Lane, turned right across the path of the
tram causing a collision. The tram cut off the engine compartment like a knife but the
two male passengers were not hurt and the tram was only scratched.

In 1976 one of the first woman tram drivers at South Melbourne Depot was Margaret
Debenham from Greymouth, New Zealand. In 1977 she passed the bus drivers test
and became the first woman driver at Footscray Depot.

In July 1977 unemployment in Victoria was 4.7%, 78,000 unemployed. In 1996
unemployment was 9.5%, 204,000 unemployed.

In 1976 the magazine ‘Modem Tramway’ listed 34 countries with trams. USSR had
113 cities with trams, East Germany 27, West Germany 36, Poland 14, Italy 4 and
USA 8.

At 6.45 p.m. on Friday 4™ November 1988, tram W5793 to Carnegie on Route 67 and
Tram W71008 from the Terminus collided ‘head on’ on the single track section in
Truganini Road causing extensive damage to both trams, Duplication of the single
had been delayed by objections by Council and residents. In 1989 it was the last
section of single track in Melbourne and the double track construction was completed
in 1989 to the Terminus costing $850,000.

In 1987 there was a proposal by the Hawthorn Council to extend the No. 8 Toorak
Terminus past Glenferrie Road that had been the Terminus since 8 May 1927.
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During the 60°s Roland Kerr worked as a cleaner at South Melbourne Depot, and on
April 4™ 1964 while he was a bus conductor working from North Fitzroy Depot a
passenger would not pay his fare and struck Roland, left the bus at the corner of
Brunswick and Johnson Streets Fitzroy, so Roland chased after him and asked him to
pay. The elderly man struck Roland on the back of the neck with a lead weighted
walking stick, Roland fell over and the man rained blows on him and almost broke his
neck. Roland was left with a legacy of three operations, constant discomfort, lost
wages and $1000’s in medical bills. He had a steel rod and a plate inserted in his
head during an eight-hour operation. He had to wear a 70 Ib. plaster cast from neck to
stomach and later a brace. The Tramways Board told him that it did not feel liable to
give him extended compensation because the main assault occurred 50 feet from the
bus. Unlike most other states, Victoria had no compensation for victims of violent
crime. His assailant was sentenced to 14 days gaol. When Roland left hospital his
savings were gone and he had to exist on the charity of his friends. After 20 months
he went back to work as a bus conductor and soon afterwards he fell against the
bulkhead and blacked out. Ihad worked as a bus conductor only three times and it
was hard to stand on those old British buses. The specialist ordered a third operation
and he was off work for another 27 months and went back to work again as a cleaner
at South Melbourne Depot in 1972. He had to eke out a living on Social Service
payments and when he left I never saw him again.
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On 20™ August 1969 a Tramways bus careered down a hill in Darebin Street,
Ivanhoe when a tyre blew out, and the tram crashed into a bridge. One passenger was
killed and five injured. The bus driver, Phillip Ayres aged 40, had his right leg
impaled by a piéce of fence railing.
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In June 1975 two passengers who were later arrested beat a black London Bus
conductor to death. The conductor was aged 40 from Jamaica. The buses stopped
later for 24 hours in protest. In 1974 there were 473 London Busmen who needed

medical leave after attacks.

In November 1965 Malvern Depot was short of 45 drivers and 31 conductors yet
discipline was strict. In 1975 a Malvern driver missed the points at St. Kilda and
Commercial Roads and struck a car, he was suspended and ordered to see the
Discipline Officer. He had been booked to work on the Saturday and Sunday but was
still suspended on Tuesday and started work on Wednesday having lost four days pay.
He had gone to the Discipline Officer without a Union Officer. Another driver from
Malvern Depot had his car stolen from the Depot but it was recovered later.

Writing in the ‘Union Record’ in November 1965 Jim Harper for ‘Preston Plottings’
said that ‘double time’ for Sunday and ‘Time and a half’ for Saturday was won in
1946 and a five-day week in 1948. He said that sick leave for five days came in 1942.
He mentioned how many things the Union had won for members.
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In November 1965 a conductor from Kew Depot with over 20 years service was
collecting fares and was assaulted by two passengers. He defended himself and got
the better of the exchange. On returning to the Depot the Depot Master ordered him
to see the Disciplinary Officer in Head Office. The Disciplinary Officer told him that
as he had no witnesses he could either resign or work in the sheds. He was given until
the next day to decide. On his return to the Depot the next day, the Depot Master told
him that one of the passengers on his tram had gone to Head Office and verified his
statement. He was exonerated and resumed work.

By JACK WILKINSON
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In December 1965 the Board decided to abolish bus conductors on the Fishermans
Bend and Bulleen-Garden City routes from 27" December but the Union refused.
Port Melbourne and North Fitzroy Depots had 220 members and Port Melbourne was
to close in 1966. The Union said that all tram and bus members would pay a levy to
help the bus members who went on strike to 14 weeks. I think it was £5. At least 15
Unions gave money to our tram Union to help in the 14 week bus strike.

There were 50 conductors at Port Melbourne and 60 at North Fitzroy. Mr Risson said
that with no conductors the board would save £150,000 per year. This was in January
1966. When the strike was over they resumed work — with conductors. Before that
Essendon lost the Footscray route on Saturday aftemoons and Sundays along with the
West Maribymong route on Sundays to one-man buses.

In February 1966 several drivers and conductors were suspended for not wearing
regulation shirts. Driver Wild from Brunswick Depot was suspended by the Traffic
Manager when his pole came off at Ivor Street. It was found that he had a perfect

record.

Conductress Joan Potger was working at Glenhuntly Depot in March 1966 and took
long service leave to visit England for the wedding of her son Keith who was a

member of the famous singing group 'The Seekers'.

Once during the 60’s on a Public Holiday I had to bring my lunch to the very old
Thornbury Depot in Miller Street. It had old wooden seats and tables.

In October 1966 a tram was stolen from Malvern Depot and in the same month a
Driver from Preston Depot locked himself in a terminus toilet. After 20 minutes a
conductor used a point bar to break the lock and let him out.

In January 1967 the tramways board told the Union that there was no likelihood of
night watchmen being reemployed at Depots. During the same month a Camberwell
tram driver was assaulted by hooligans while on his way home leaving him in a
serious condition, which put him in hospital.

When conductors and drivers retired they had to pay their own fares.

In December 1966 a conductor from Kew was replacing the pole and received serious
head injuries from a brawling mob in Church Street but the mob ran off when the

driver went to help him.

In January 1967 a tram driver from North Fitzroy had an accident in the sheds,
causing a broken leg and a long spell in hospital.

In May 1967 there was a shortage of 300 drivers and conductors according to Union
Secretary Charles O’Shea.

Former South Melbourne driver Syd Edwards became Union industrial officer in
April 1967. He was in the Army in New Guinea in World War II. In the 60’s drivers
had to punch time clocks and one driver was struck by a car and badly injured in
Elizabeth Street in March 1967. This was tough as there was only 5 days sick leave
per year. Four weeks holiday per year had commenced in 1964.
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