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across all train stations. This is
despite more than 1400 PSOs
patrolling the city’s stations, up
from 1110 PSOs in 2014.

The number of sexual offences
on trains, trams and buses rose by
60 per cent, from 210 to 332.

Assaults on buses and bus stops
specifically increased by about 25
per cent to 257, while assaults on
trams and tram stops rose by
19 per cent to 129.

Ms Maasarwe’s murder fol-
lowed a string of recent headlines
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about sexual assault incidents on
public transport.

In June last year, a woman in her
late teens walking towards a tram
was followed and dragged into a
secluded CBD laneway, where she
was sexually assaulted by a man in
the early hours of the morning.

In September, two schoolgirls
were violently attacked by the
same man within a day, and in Au-
gust a man masturbated in front of
a woman and then punched anoth-
er woman on the 86 tram.

Jill Perrett, a woman who said
she was repeatedly sexually as-

‘Transparency is
really important.’

Nicole Kalms, transport safety expert

saulted on a peak-hour train last
year, spoke out about being groped
and followed on a train in an effort
to urge other victims to “call out
these creeps”.

“Any behaviour to women at any
time of the day, anywhere, is not
acceptable,” she said.

Transport safety expert Nicole
Kalms, director of Monash Uni-
versity’s XYX Lab, is now calling
for a public register that would
expose the most dangerous train,
tram and bus lines and stops.

“We track how many trams and
trains arrive on time ... I think we
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need to do a similar thing for how
many reported sexual assaults
there are on all public transport.

“Transparency is really import-
ant because it helps us advocate
for change and holds service pro-
viders accountable.”

Dr Kalms, who has led research
on public transport safety in Aus-
tralia, said sexual assault on public
transport was rampant, and the
latest crime figures were just the
tip of the iceberg.

A 2018 study by non-
government organisation Plan In-
ternational study found that nine
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