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Rail strike cancelled

Melbourne’s trains will not be shut

‘| down for four hours next week, with

the public transport union dropping
plans to go on strike.

‘The Rail, Tram and Bus Union has
withdrawn plans for a four-hour
work stoppage on Tuesday, Au-

gust 27, saymg it was making posit-
ive progress in its negotiations with

. the rail operator. -

However, Yarra Trams workers
are still on track to walk off the job on
Friday, August 30. )

The train strike cancellation

| comes amid warnings from Metro’s

chief executive Raymond O'Flaherty

‘that the stoppage would cause com-
- muter chaos, leading to cancella-
tions and delays across the network.

“This is a great result for our pas-

sengers - and a strong sign that ne-
gotiations for a new enterprise
agreement are moving in the right
direction,” Mr O’Flaherty said.
Metro’s offerisa 2 per cent annual
pay increase over thee years, with
the union seeking 6 per cent a year.
Negot:ators are meeting up to five
tlmes a week, with both sides agree-
ing bargaining is being done in good
faith. “We are pleased that the pace
and intensity of negotiations is lifting
towards a fair and reasonable agree-
ment for our employees,” Mr O’Fla-

. herty said.

RTBU  state secretary Luba
Grigorovitch said the decision
doesn’t stop the union from launch-

.ing further strikes if negotiations
‘sour again, '
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