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As Melbourne grapples with the challenges of unpreoedented growth,

there's much we can learn from the mistakes of the past.

Another day in Melbourne -
another stop-start morning

commute on roads choked

by congestion; another teeth-jarring ride

on a train or tram packed to strap-hanging

capacity.

Sound familiar? Actually, this scenario

was described in a 1954 report on the

Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme

which identified key challenges facing the

city - traffic congestion, crowded public

transport and (even then), sprawling outer

suburbs with inadequate infrastructure.

Sixty-five years on, the city is grappling

with the same challenges, only now on

a much greater scale. The latest annual

Household, Income and Labour Dynamics

in Australia (HILDA) survey found that

Melbourne workers spend on average

65 minutes a day commuting, up from

59 minutes in 2002, affecting health, job

satisfaction and family relationships.

Another recent report by Infi-astructure

Australia warned that without a massive
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increase in infrastructure planning and

spending, Melbourne was heading for

traffic gridlock by 2031, with an estimated

cost of $10.4 billion in lost productivitj'.

Where did we go wrong and how can we

ensure that we're not dealing \vith the same

issues 65 years from now?

To find the answers RACV has launched

an ambitious three-stage research project,

RACV Futures Series, firstly to analyse why

the city developed the way it has since 1903

when RACV began, secondly to predict

how Melbourne will likely grow in the ne.xt

four decades based on current plans and

trends, and finally to envision how we want

the city to look in 2056 and what needs to

change to ensure we get there.

RACV's senior planner, Stuart Outhred,

who is leading the project, says this is a

pivotal time in Victoria's development. "We

have the opportunity to learn from the past

and implement changes now that sei-ve

us well into the future," he says. "Some

solutions will he shiny new innovations.

and some will be tried and tested

techniques that we simply haven't invested

in enough over the decades."

In the early 20th century, Melbourne's

development followed strong 'transit

hones' as housing clustered around train

and tram routes. But by the 1950s, as

post-war migration fuelled population

growth in the suburbs, the car was king. As

manufacturing moved out of the inner citj'

lured by cheaper land, workers followed,

moving to large blocks, each with a garage

to stow a treasured car or two.

It was, says Stuart, a turning point in

the city's development. As car ownership

took off and commuting distances grew,

building more roads seemed the obrious

solution to emerging traffic congestion.

And so the 1960s and early '70s ushered

in the era of Melbourne's major freeways

which accelerated outwards sprawl.

But as new roads made driving more

appealing, car numbers burgeoned, fuelling

demand for yet more roads. Melbourne
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