
/
PUBL I C TRANS P- DRT ,^2.

Flelbourne has been supplied uith street transport
since 1885 uhen the first cable tram ran in this city. This
system uas operated on charter by the priv/ately ouned nelbourne
Tramuiay and Omnibus Company. Later lUhen the Councils operated
their oun electricity plants they introduced the electric trams
system to use the surplus. Such uas the case also in Bendigo,
Ballarat and Geelong - Trusts uere formed then to administer
these enterprises,

The flelbourne and fletropolitan Tramuays Board uas
constituted on 2nd duly, 1919, to take ov/er and operatBfall
existing and proposed tramuays uithin a radius of ten milps
from the G.P.D., Melbourne, uith.the exception of tuo lines
operated by the l/ictorian Railuays. The extensive cable tram-
uay system, together uith the sole remaining horse-car line
(both formerly operated by the Melbourne Tramuay and Omnibus
Company Limited) uere taken over from an interim body, the
Melbourne Tramuays Board, on 1st November, 1919. The electric
tramuays of the Prahran and Malvern Tramuays Trust, the Hauthorn
Tramuays Trust, the Melbourne Brunsuick and Coburg Tramuays
Trust, the Fitzroy Northcote and Preston Tramuays Trust, and .
the Footscray Tramuays Trust, uere taken over on 2nd February,
1920, together uith thecable tramuay of the Northcote City
Council. The tramuay section of the North Melbourne Electric
Tramuay and Lighting Company Limited uas purchased on 1st
August, 1922. ■ The F.-N.P.T.T. and the F.T.T.- had not commenced
running uhen taken over by the Board.

During the conversion from the cable system to electric,
buses uere used to carry the passengers. In the Carlton -
Collinguood area buses uere retained in place of the cable
system. During the period betueen the takeover and 1949,
lines uere extended, neu routes uere opened and in this year
the passenger movement reached its peak, 383,000,000 passeng
ers uere carried. The Instrumentality uas in a healthy state
financially, having assets of some $24,000,000. The Board
could also list among its assets a modern, uell equipped uork-
shop, capable of building and repairing trams.

At this'period the Tramuays Board employed 6,796.
Its fare structure uas reasonable - 1 section fare 2d.
Services uere from a 3 minute in the peak periods to 5 minutes
in the off-peak. Of the 733 cars (total stock) 93^ uere
available for peak traffic.

1971 - *

Passengers carried on Board's vehicles - 132,000,000.
This despite the fact that the population increase from 1949
Ui million) to 1971 (2^ million) had nearly doubled. •
Financially — the Board is in the 'red'. -No neu traijis
built in Preston Uorkchops since 1956. Fare structure from
100 for a one-section fare. Number of employees 4323.
Number of trams 654 of uhich 89^ uere available for peak load
ing. Services from a 3 minute peak to a 12 minute off-peak
extending to 30 minutes after 8.00 p.m.

UHY THE DEGENERATION? -

The Tramuays Board blames the increases in the number
of cars registered from 1949 as the major factor in the
decrease in patronage. Whilst the Union could agree to, some
extent that this is part of the problem, ue also knou that the
policy of the Board in introducing a series of fare increases
(nine fare increases since 1949) has played a big part in
driving passengers auay from this service.
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