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ANNOUNCER : Women at war!

Under thils title we present now the first of a
serles of interviews with women in wartime
industries, We dntrneduce, first of all, Miss
Catherine Duncan:; an actress whc is known,
both on stage and on-the radio in Melbourne.

In private life Miss Duncan is married to a
well-~known Jjeurnalist, Tho responsibilitiss
of a growing famlly, including a baby girl of
only eight months has somewhat curtailed her
dramatic activities of late; and when her
husband joined the raniks of Australia's armed
forces she found time on her hands, "rolled up
her sleeves', and underteok playwriting, for
which she had long had the urge, bul noet the
time. In the last few months the A,B,C, has
produced thres major plays, including one in
verse, written by her, In addition, scae
helf dozen plays have been broadcast by the

" Commercial stations nf Melbourno.

She seems. to us a fitting person to conduct

these interviews, so we ask her to introduce
e session Women' at War™, ., .M uncan,
th ion, "Women at War" iss Duncan

DUNCAN: Pasted on the windows cf all Melbourne trams is a poster bearing

a picture of one of our attractive conductresses, with the
words,.."She's Helping You'", Tonight, I have in the studie
with me the original of that plcture, and I'd like to intraduce
her to you;,..Mrs. Nita Hammond. Good evenlng, Mrs, Hammond,
HAMMO@E:- Good eveniﬁg; Mliss Duncan,
DUIFCAN:  You know, I aimost expected vou to say - Fares Please, 12

suppose that's because we take tram conductresses so much for

granted these days,

1

TAMOND: Well, we've been woarking on the trams now for eighteen months,

F
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Is it really such a shert time ago? How long ago is it since
vou started work yourself?

I was one of the first.,.the thirty-fourth applicsnt to be
accepted, to ke exact,

then,

You're almost & pleneer, And what made you declde to

take on the job, Mrs, Hammond?

My husband used to be a bus driver with the Tramways, and when
et joined upy felt I'd like to carry on where he left off,
That seems a pretty scund reason, Is your husband abroad with
the Forces?

He went abroad three years ago - first to England and afterwards
to the Middle East, He was one of the original"Rats of Tobruk!

I suppose three years ago if anyone had called jour hustand a'rat!
you'd have had something to sey about 1it? But you must feel
very proud of the term now.

A1l Australians are,

Before the war, Mrs, Hammond, d4id ycu have a job?

No, I was just an ordinary housewife,
You had your own home?

Yes. But I had to break it up when my husband went away. i
couldn't do the impossible,

That must have been a blt of a heartbtreak?

It was - particularly losing the garden - and the dog,

hat he?

was

You had a dog, did you?

A Cocker Spaniel, We called him Laddae, He was the real boss

of the household, But, of course, it wasn't fair to him tTo have

him in a2 flat, so we had to give him away,

I can understand how you hated that. So, you exchanged your old

boss, Laddle, fer a new boss in the Tramways Board? I suppnse

you had to go threugh a period of training first?
First of all we had a very thorourh medical examination, Ny

tennis helped to keep me pretty fit, so I didn't have any trouble

with that.
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No, you don't look as if you're a eandidate for a hospital

exaetly. And after the medical?

e nad one day's training at the Depot, lesrning about tickets

and fares and =o on,.

You don't mean to say you had to go straight on to the trams
after that?

Yes. Not on our own to begin with, of course, e had another

conductor to lteep an eve on us,

Even so, 1t couldn't heve been verv easy.

I think teking my first fare was the hardest thing I've ever had

to do in my whole 1ife, We had a bag put round our necks, and

then the conduetor ssid -~ Go ahead)

Easier said than done|

I felt as if my legs wouldn't move, I just stoad with

It was,.
my back against the door and said - I can't.

But eventually you managed it. I hope you were on a nice easy

run that first day.,

No, it was the 6 a.m. shift on the Wsttle Park run, bringing the

workers into town, so we were kept busy. Bubs I' dontt sthinle T

remember very much about that first day,. I seemed to lose all

senge of direction, I couldn't even remember where streets were

Ttd lemown a1l my 1dte, One woman asked me to tell h-r where

and I had to say I'd come back and tell

Market Street, eity, was,
Ler-laber,
How long did it take: you to find your.tram legs? I suppose,

that's literally true - you must have to learn a sense of balance

dimas Gram.

It took me about a fortnight before I felt really

Yes, you do,

at home,

But now you're a real old hand,
Vesl hen my husband returned from the Mlddle East a short time
ago, he said he was amazed at how efficient the girls are.

That's a real compliment,
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fnd talking about tram legs, there's one thing I've learnt
since I took on this job, I'1]l never wear high heels again.
It will always be flat heels for me after this,
I should think they were a necessity when you're on your feet
so much, These new war~time jobs women are dolng will have
a blg éffect on fashion, How do you get on with the other
girilis?
Well, at first I didn't know how I would get on, I'd never
worked with girls before, But now that'!s one of the reasons
Itmsso glad ® teglk thls job,
Because of the girls?
They're;narvellcus oL Foifl #irls. Wetve pot Universlty students,
teachers and nurses as well as housewlves like me, I've made
some very good friends - and when I say friends, I mean real
friends, Working with them has taught me to know much more
about human nature,
When you feel that way, working becomes far more than just a
mere job doesn't 1t? I suppose most of the girls have men 1in
the forees?
Ais o thiems If not husbands - then brothers or fathers or
sweethearts,
You work shifts,of course. Do you ever work night shift?
No, I'm stationed at Head Office,. My shift 1s from seven
in the morning until six-thirty at night,
You get breaks during that time?
Oh yes. We mess all together at Head Office. But the girls
st the Depots work night shift, Often they don't finish unti]
one o'eclock in the morning. Sore of them come from as far
away as Chelsea down the Bay. They have to start off for
work at two o'clock in the morning.
I didn't know there was such an hour!
Neither did most - f us till we took this on, But wars aren't
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And you're certalnly helping to fight this war in your Jjob.
But most jobs have a lighter side, Have you ever had any
amising experiences as a tram conductress?
Well,.;It's"da bit hard to think of any off hand, Funny things
do happen all the time, But I'm afraid some of them aren't
rereatable.
Thatl's not fair, You only make us all curious,
I was very puzzled once by a group of American soldiers who
peid thelr fares several times during a iongish run through
aNdul T Spart of S the Feity.,
Good heavens arec they made of money?
Oh, it didn't cost them much, As you know mon in uniform
travel half fare and a penny takes them quite a long way.
Yes, but why did they pay several fares
Well, you know the serial numbers printed on t he bottom of the
tickets?
Jes,
They treated these numbers like a hand of cards to have a little

game of show poker, When the hand was over they bought another
round of tickets to have another hand,
You can't beat the Americans for knocking up a bit of fun.

I suppose you nhave seen qulte a bit of our American friends at
one time or another.
Yes, a fair bit, and they are always most kindly and courteous
Lol ours g ligsy In fact i1its my impression that they seem to
Pidco oupSeirie.,
Yesyand ST sl inle ountgipls ke themM S Foo; By the way, now

your husband 1is back, do you intend carrying on with your job?

Yes, I feel that now I've started it I'd like to see it

through.
That'!s slie splri€; And itls wery nice to have a 1ittle money
of sour’ own, oo, lgnlt 1t?

We get very good money - although it'!'s hard work,
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I'11 bet it 1s, It can't be any fun trying to collect fares

on some of thé crowded trams I travel on, But I think you
girls are doing a wenderful jeb, As a @embqr of the weaker
séx - so called - that gives me a great kick,

I don't think they'll ever be able to call us the weaker seXx
after this war. hen wglfirst sfarted some of the men on the
trams were a bit scemdssenl as to how we'd pet on. But now,
I think, they gquite accept us, and we work very happily together.
What about aftér the war? Will you glve up ybur job then?
There are going to be tremendous read justments necessary after
the war., There'll be a good many girls who won't want to give
up their jobs and their independence,

How about you?

Well, when we signed on we apreed to give up our jobs in order
of seniority as the men came back. But I think it wlll take
quite a few years,

You still haven't answered my questlon,

T surpose I'm hedging, because I don'ft know guite how I'll feel
by the time the war is over,. I wouldn't like to spend the
rest of my 1ife on the trams, But it might seem a bit dull
poing back to housekeeping,

Did you consider it when vour husband came back?

Yes I thought it would be fun to have a home again, and be

able to see my friends whenever I wented to, I've missed not

being able to work in the garden or play tennisS..eees
Not to mention Laddle.

this job 1is s©

I miss him badly, But somehow,

Oh yes,
interesting that I think I'd miss that even more,

Well, there's no question of you're having to g ve it up yet.,
Not until after the war,

I hope it won't be too leng, I'd give up my job tomorrow s

it meant the war was over,
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DUNCAN: 0Of course you would, But in the meantime you're helping to
bring that day closer by carrylng on at your job,

HAMMOND: I hope soO.

DUNCAN: Well, Mrs. Hammond, thank you very much for telling us about
yourself and your work, & Next time a conductress asks me
for Fares, please - I won't think of her as just a uniform,..
but as a woman like yourself perhaps, who before the war was
2 housewife, I'11 remember that she wasn't content to let

her husband do all the fighting, obut rolled up her sleeves

and hoed into the job of making victory certain, "She's
Helping You..." the words on the Tramways poster - is a pretty
fair description of the work you're doing, And I know after

what you'!ve told me tonight that it isn't just as simple as 1t
seems when YOU S&8F,....

HAMMOND : Fares, Please.




