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trftiuiport in i^tlbouratt has a history of less than 60

y«ars« Xt was in 1S69 that ths ifslbcurns oaalbus Ooapaay vaa fo7ss4.

Tha prograai^Wtds sinos than caa ha Judged by el ting thd* fact that vhlla
\

tlia ravsau* of that dospany for the half year ehioh Mided in 3epteaber,

lS?0» aaemited to ill,233t traffic receipts of the i'elbourne and

Vetrepeiitaa trsKeaye Board far the year rhioh ended on the 30th Jun^,

l^7» ca*^e to 487* 573* I® 1872 the Melbourne Qsmitus Coapany ess

eoead up volunterlly, and its rleee rae ta)c*n by the i^elbourne freT*sy

and Osnlbus Coapany, the Intention being to oonstruot trar^ays within

the olty end in the suburbs. Sot until 13 years later, bowsrer, did

the first cable traeeay, that to Hiohnond, coa^ence running. an

laterMtlng fact in this oonneetion is ̂ at the oable oar i^ioh

iMogurated the eerrloe. So.I, baa rm nore thua one Billion nlles.

the Kioheond cable route has been oosTerted, but So.l is still running.

It ha# b«en trsneferred to the Bourke Street line, and there Is no

doubt that Its period of service will end only with that of the cable

eystee. Between I872 and I884 there had been such dlecuesion as to

the for* transport should take. Eventually It was resolved that the

underground cable systee should be adopted In preference to that of

the oondiiit syetem. The Act authorising the o nstruotion of traweaye

gave the Coupany power to ley down tra^fways in the city and suburbs

with the consent of the various Bunioipalltiss interested. As all the

Bunieipalitiee decided to avail themselves of the option in the Act to

ooQstrittt tramways theeselvee, a Traairays trust was formed, the nevbers

of that body numberl^ I8 and being dram fro« 12* BuniclpaXlties.

Seven were noeinated froc the Veibourne City Council. the Trust had

to raise sufficient funds to pay for the oonetruotlon of the tra*;way

tracks and the engine houses, and was uni'^r en obligntlcn to complete

such work by the end of 1893. Xt had in addition to give the Company

a lease of the tracks for 3® *• fron the 1st July, IB84, when the

liability for the interest on the loans raised for the construction of

the tramways eoBeeaeed. In return, the Ooepany was regolred to find

euffiolent capital for the necessary rolling stock, end for the eoulp-

»eat of the lines and engine-bouses. The Connany paid to the Truet

annually the istereet upon the loans, together with a sub sufficient

for a ̂ inking or He:;eBptlon fund, and undertook at the expiration of

the lease la July, 1916, to hand back the trs'waye in good working
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^1-' -thers were thus at th# end of I891, 41 Wiles of cable lltie»\ii

OR^atioQ. The length of the wire rope In notion under the rerloue

roa^s wm.9 mqml to about 95 alles, the ropes varying in length fros

I6.OCO to JZ.OCQ feot.

At first looked upon as a wonderful novelty, end then as a vitsi

neeessity, the catls trawways proepered from the start. It wee not

long, bewewfT, before people in the out«»r portions of rapldly-gswvlog

Velbrurne recognised that local growth aenended to a large extent unon

the orovleion of a rodern transport systea. They saw ho* settlement

was encouraged and inor*aeed by the presence of a trawway, and they

read also that In other vmrXm of the world the cable aystem was looked

t^n as out-of-dat# and that the overhead electric systra was better

in all respects. But altbrou^ there was a general realisation of

ihsBS facts. It was not until October, I9C6, that the Rorth Veib-.uree-

fsssndoB rieotrle Tr&sway Conpany commenced operations. After that

date i^ogress was rapid, and in quick sucoeseion the Rrahran and

Valvera fra?vayc Trust, the Bawthorn freeways Trust, the felb urne,

Bnmsnck and Coburg Trawvaye Trust, the rltxroy, l^orthccte and Pmston

Tra^^ways trust, and the footscray tra^wsys Trust oawe into being. The

dsveloimeBt of the suburbs which tbe^ set In was cost wasked la ths

Sonthtra and Uatsra portloa of the hetvopoUe. la the area served hy

the frahran aad Ralvarc frassaye Traat. The swnlelpalitles ef Frahran,

tfal-vem, Bt.tllda and Caulfleld were at first aeeoelated la the venture,

but vere subsequently jolB*l by Hawthorn and Kew, Through the construe-



a

tlon of tho ̂ oriouo la that 4iatrle« tha growth nadt hr Caulfiold,

and itt a lococr dwgroo by halwara, «a« phaaosoaal, aad Vhowa tha

mmtmw ittflaaaaa of traaaport la tha dawalopaaat of a diatrlot.

faday dawlfiald la om of ̂ o riahaat awaloloalitlaa in tha Stata,

^a opidi paddoeka af tvaaty yaara aa^ hawing givon olaoa to atroata

of aMt wlllaa. In 191O tha nopwlatlon waa ll,CCCV today It le

68,OCC. ^alw^rB had In 191O a pocwlation of X?,CCC; today tha nooula-

tioB wwabara 46»000*

It aoon bao&wa obwloue that a condition of affnlre wbicb Involved

trawway operation by sevan different oonoarne in the one olty could not

ba peraltted to continue. After wueh aagotlatlon l^arllaBeat apved in

tha watter and tha fronvay Beard Act af 1$X^, placing tha cabXa ayat^e

with tha axaaptlan of the fiorthoota tranways nadar the oontrcX of a

OahXa franvaya Beard, van passed. that was bound tp ba but a half*vay

step teaarda cospXata coatrol of all tba traavaya by one Board. Three

years Xstar Tha UaXbcorna and katropcllt&n Tramvays Act vae passed.

Coder that Act the cable tra'^eaye were ttken ower by the present Board

ofi tba Xst liowaaber, 1919» the electric tramways on the 2nd i-ebry,,

19B0. Stibee^uently tha Beard purchaaad tha ICseandon uadartahing,

Pr. Alex. Caaaroa , who waa Chalrran of tha Prahran and halwern Trsswaya

Ikwst, was appointed Ch&lmn of the Beard, hla eoUaaguea being

te. t. 0*X.« BaynoXda (Capaty Chalrvan), AldercaA i^bcsa, By. Colin

tawpXetoaa, was ̂ uHrvan af tha (hUsXa tramways Board, Ban. J. C.

ttaabray, nr. S. B. vllUe, and Sr. H. Bell.

Tho dataa upon which tba first ̂ eotrle Xlnaa in tha variows

dlstrieta ware opiraad to tr&ffie are ss fcllows;*

Vorth Ualbourna^Sswidcn, IXth October, 19^*
Prahran and lalwern, Jbth Scsy, 191i^.
Eawthorn, 6th June, I9I6-

oX ^ ttalbouraa, brunswiah a Co burg, 27tb Aprils 191^
Fltrroy, Aortheota A Precton, let April, 192C.A«a fwar. Foot«cr&y» 6th Septefber, 192M.

3^anait t ***'
Ooe of the first acts of the Board on its appointment wnt the

planning of a cocprehenelve general trsifvay ecbe*e for the ̂ ^etropolle.

After aztanslwe enquiries had bean aada by kr. Cameron in countries

whsra aleotrlc trsswsys have bean long astabllehed on a large scale,

tha Board prepared a echeee which provides for the gradual conversion

of the cable eystes to electric traction and for s well-balanced olan
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of a»v«Xop*«it. oohaoc *M gonarolly approved In Hovesber, 1922,

nlMo ofawa ntendr progroM ten bnnn nndn. ten rain of oonvncelon^ nad

^Ine %tet at nxtnaalon^^npaadiag upon tte nvnilnbln fondn. Tte pro-

groM nndn ]qr tte undertakiag daring ten Bonrd's period of Bnongareat

«nn ton gnognd fren ten follomag dntnlln:-

Onplinl Oa*t» £3*774.564-
Trnfflo Receipte, 41,471.939 42.467,573
Bwrber ot "JpSBi 5.955
a»r iiUM Rwa, i8,fi02,347 24,255,i>3
Pft8»eag«-< Carried, 194.094,688 224,211,867
iT«rag« «&xi9u« nu7t#r of
C&re ifl operfttlon dally^ 563 6I4

^Itb fiy« Afferent typ«» of oXootrio euo in uno, it nn® ot

0000 ro«>gaisoa nar tkm BeovO .ttet laio nroTioion of * m^mra oorkohoo

for t^o b«aX4iac ooA ropoiriog of omro one ooooatlal for tho suocooe

•f ondortoklng, and until sueh o vorkr^o *o» ntoilsble

llttio o'o^ooo oould bo ondo tovorde tbo ctondardiootioB of oquipfff^nt.

A otto of 17 ooreo nm ooourod nt 2reotf>n for f7,65C. Up to the

:^ooent tho Afford bae orooted roriono shops »t a ooot of £223,91<i, and

iaotnXlod la thoo 19-to-^ate tools end *a.chln*-''Ty at an orooadittfro of

tho totsX oxooHKSltnro taos aaH>«atin« fto for to ooro thw

CfGOyOCO. At preetat thore aro 49O nersono onpXoyod, tho vMkly mgo

blXX eoming to £X,8CGn Last yoar 55 nov oscro ooro ooastnietod at

frostoa. by tho oad of tho yosr 15O oars will haro boon put out by

tba worloBbops^ apart aXtogotb«r frws tho ears ̂ oh havo boon ovor-

baaXod* rapairod, and xoaowatod ̂ uiraXXf. Thiaks to tho offlolenoy

of tbo vorkshopsp Xoaa than firo per cent* of ̂ o stock of cars owned

bp tko I^Murd is out of aorwlco on any one da/ reBarkably low arerage

and oao vbioh is attained but soldoa in any aiailar imdertaklng.

tko pTosont ittotaliatloa of plant io doslgned for tho aain-

toaaaoo of 6U; rimning oars and tho buiXding of 3^ new cars por annun*

lAst foax, the full offoct of earoful aalntonnnoo was foXt« with tho

rasult that, as at&tod abowog 93 aow cars woro oonstructsd. tko goaeral

laf'-ffut of tko wQ^bs tesbooa 00 dooignod that CKteaotons oaa bo aado

without aXtoris^ tko fXoo of work in nay way« Tho shops sro atrsnkod

in fow wain fronpt

In fng^nooring sad oXoetrtoal. f

2n Blaoksaltbing, PXatoworkg and roubdryn

3» toodworklso and lifting, and

4. Fainting*
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AM ̂  '1- . •. • V - " •-• -**<'*»'*ff«itl6B, "tfiwNr krm »tor<»«, wi^gtir and rwi^atl^n roo»«,

offtcea. hna« ^itb th«» Mgb?'«t cowteoda-

ft^m all wkahop angiaapre. Heof^atljr tba Board arraagad for a

•erlea of lupoctloao by tba aoy^bora of th« ▼artcue «a1iiolpaIltia«
ooaatitatlBg tho kotropoXltaa trawway area, Theoa vialtora, a.Ttor
iaapocting all tho ota^oo of oporatioa, froa tho rlvottlng of tho
traok to tho final raratohlag of tho now oar» all ozprosooO OTirprieo
aad oatlofaotioa at tho ooaplotosooo of tho o^nrahopo and of tho high
offlaloaoy la vhloh tha wh at arootoft ia oarrlod on.

rroa ohat tea boa orttton. it Olll bo opprooiatod that tho
tettO la paaoooOlai^ oa a mi—piannod oohovfo^ *hlch io oorring as a
fzaaaoOTk teloh oaa bo TOodlXy aouldod to suit tho changing roQulro-
xonttt ct a growing city, Tho hoard aeror "booeta* itself, oo it is
oorhapa joot aa veil to otsto here that the opinion erpreaoed in tho
preoodiag centence ie the deliberate, coneldered slew of on« of tho

forepoot Cononltif^ fngtnearo in tho iTnitod Stoteo, J^r. tanlel i.
tariior. -Tho plan,** ho wrote in Aaguet, ■preeente the probloo
•ate ita aotntlon adoirably. t».. thio lo planning coansrehensireiy
"aa tell a» for iaoodlato sooda, ate la osoontlal If tbo boat recnlto

•la tha Itttoroato of tho oona-oaiiy aro to b« attained. ' It ff eano

•that traaolt foollltloa oaa bo node to procedo tho population, not
•follow tho population. Tho city, under ouch a principle of transit

•dorolepoont, is osabXod to grew and expand in an orderly and pro-
•dotorwlaod aanner. Thlo prlnaiolo io fuBdaweotaX, Teilure to

•ocaslcer It lo chlofly rooponoible for the transit conditions now

•provalliag la the largest cltloo."

Cosparod with tho citloa of tbo fOropoati and Aaorlcan bdhtlnento,
a atroot txaaateft ayatm for a oaty itka holhownio ropreoonto a «uoh

graatar oapltal azpoteitoro, doo to tho ertraordlnarlXy low density of

pepteatlM par aoro, 6 to bo procloo. Tot Velhourne tao 17 mlleo of

traid: for ewory ia>,OCO people. Vanhottaa (See Icrh} with a dacolty

of ITS oereone to the acre, Paris nth 151, London nth 6C, and aisegow
population than the Capital of Victoria,

with 43 to the acre, an have considerably less elleage per ICv.cCC of /
No city in the world, indeed, has such a large track r/iileage per 100,000 of
population. Thio low density of rorulatlon arleea froir tho fact {hot

whereat in hew York the arerage apartment bouse is anything frca 13 to

Vy stoToya hli;^, ate la Loadon ate dlaagow fro* 4 to 6 otbreya, l!fol-
hoarno io a bungalow city. tha great aajorlty f pooplo lira in alnglo-
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e«p&elt7, And life, tbt eXeetrlo Xmrnonv le tmr end nemy the superior

vetdele. the Cowlttee of Fuhlle Aeoouats InTtstlgsied this question.

sad Its interesting report *ss pr^cented to Psrll&sent last year. i
i

the Cossittee estimated that It eould require X5CC buses running |

45,Ccc,Cuv bus *11*8 to carry psaaengers, which would *«an |

SQ snnusl cost, ezelusire of internet or capital depreciation, of j
On the other hand, the cost of oerrylng these ?24,wwC,vC0 I

psaeengers by electric car would be only £l,79^»C</0. The extra cost,

therefore, if votor-bas tr&nsoort was la operation, would be

£I,576»^' ̂  per annus. Against that lees vould ba olaeed a saving

of par anmm in capital charges, but thst in turn vouXd be

nullified by the necessity to pay the interest charge ef £19F,3^
r

a debt of tven then land would not be in sight, for the
I

secesslty to pay off that debt would still resain, and it would he |
I

Inneratlre to construct roads throughout the entire area capable of

carrying such a rolueeof *otor bus traffic* these roaut;, the Co^rlttee

eetirnied, could not be wade for less than £4»^vi.^,CvO, which would mean

an annual expenditure of £320, in interest and sinVlng fund charges.

Probably one ha^f of that amount would be charged against the bus

undertaking by ths Municipalities. Summing the Coamittee

expressed the wlew that the total additional annual cost to the oeis*

Kinlty of euhatlttttlng aotor buses for eleetrlc trans would be

£1,878,500, and that *the suggestion of a bus aerrioe in plaoe of

•the existing traewsy service cannot be entertained.•

This article would he Incomplete if It did not aake reference

to the commtanlty services rendered by the i^elbourne and '-etrooolitan

Traa^^aya Board. Before allndlnsr to these, however, it should be

fiot*d that the Trsrways Act provides that the Board must pay to the

State Consolidated Revenue esch year a sum equal to the payments made

to the Metropolitan fire Brigades Board, ths queen's Ve«orlal Infeo-

tloiis Diseases Boepltal, and the BuhXlo&as Licensee Equivalent Fund.

In eev^ years that annual payeent has inereaaed froe about £75,

to £109, OCC. If that were a tax on profits It would ba bad enough —

traavay pdsseagers should not alone aeong the road users be eoupelled

to pay for these objects — but the procedure beooaes Iniquitous snd

inoefenslble when it is kept In wind that the tax is levied on



- 8 -

groM fumiags, lodiNsd, tti« first obsrgs upoa ths zrvsaus of

tlio sadsrtslciiMS. t8s CoMlttss of foblie ieooosits )ukc resciexetiaod

Fsrll&urDt t1»t tbo Bosrd siioold bs rsllsvsd of suob'psjwcnts^ bat

so far so action hssbson taten by ths 'Jos^rnssat. low as to ths

coawoelty sif^rzlcss rcii^srf*d by tb.s Board, The first of these

direct c^^ntrlbutlons concerns roads. The assertion thai the best

roads throoffhont the Vetrocolltsn ar^a are those through which

trawways run cannot be questioned. The Board lays and maintains

that portion of the stre'^t betwe#»n the traeway raile and 18" outstlde

the rails. In effect that weana that the wunlclpalltlee concerned

are eared the orpenee of aiaklag and maintaining 19 fCfet of roadway,

let after hhrlag that dome for thea, the axmidpalltlee charge rates

en the traehs, the eua paid la this eonnectlon amounting to approrl-

aately £15,QCu a year. then It is reewBbered that it would cost

£l,50w,cco to ocnetruct that portion of the roadway oow occupied by

trawr&y tracker the annual expenditure for ealntenance, renewal.

Interest and einhlng fund atountlng to the Injustice of

paying rates on the tracks le evident. In ccnforfl-lty with the

practice inetltuted the late VunicipaX trawway Truists, the Board

eontlTOee to provide lighting for 80 iriX*a of streets traversed by

the electric tramways, a service which costs £9|C.C0 annually,

the cost of the erection of bridges, the abolition of rallwsy croea-

lage, the widening of etreeta, hare all been contributed to by the

Beard, the B^snf up to date, ercluslre of the Spencer Street Bridge,

cowlnir to aptsroxlwately £15^»CjOC, finally, the Board grants free

trarelling to disabled soldiers, the police, and blind pexeone,

while workaen are carrl d on the cable lines, and school children and

others on ell lines, at ratee nuch below the actual cost of the

traxksport inrolred.

•>x V

u- iS ■'trr* 3 ft** 9* spftftltat 1« «ssw.«. ««

> 5si, r-.p -»*N l&»35i^9is«:
I* S« si*l t»*i *4S ta tfr.
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