7th November, 1940,
Mr. Frank Shennen,
“a”aggﬁgnfgtﬁgiixon Newsmagazine, "
lle Castlereagh Street,
Sydney, N.8,W,
Dear Sir,

The reports of the old Melbourne T,amways Trust, togeth;r
with the history of Northcote, reached me safely, and I am obliged to
you for returning them so promptly.

It is going ® be very difficult to get hold of all the details
you desire. The old cable depots were at Richmond, Fitzroy, Victoria
Steeet, Clifton Hill, Northcote, Nicholson Street, Garlton, Prahran,
Toorak, North Carlton, Esplanade, St Kilda, North H;lbourne, South
lielbourne, Port lielbourne and Brunswick, and the engine houses were at
Richmond, Brunswick Street (Fitzroy), Nicholson Street, Northcotej
Carlton, North Carlton, Toorak, Windsor, St Kilds Road, North Melbourne,
South Melbourne and Brunswick, while the building and repair shops were
at ‘Nicholson Street. If any further report by the Trust was issued,
dealing particularly with rolling stock, no one here has ever heard of
it much less seen 1t, nor are there, so far as we know, any records
now in existence from the Nicholson Street shops. The oldest employees

Jolned the service in the early years of the present century, and none



2
are of any use to us for the reason that they have occupied but minor
positions. I have, however, sueceeded in tracing a former foreman who
retired 16 years ago or so. The name is J. A. Dahn, and his address 1s
38 Stanley Street, Black Rock, Melbourne, 8 9. If his memory is good
he might be able to help you.

The only officisl data we acquired consisted of the inventory
compiled by the old Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company and handed
over by it to the Temporary Tramways Board in 1916. This shows that
the cars were acquired at prices ranging from £118/4/5 to £418/7/10,
while the cost of the dummies began at £118 and went up to as high as
£351/18/5. Our records show that the greatest number of cars in stock
was 612 in 1926.

I hope that these additional detalls will be of cervice to you.

Yours faithfully,

LER. ; Publicity Officer.
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DRAFT, MELBOURNE and METROPOLITAN TRAMWAYS BOARD,

/ﬁ‘%’,‘*’/ | 18th October, 1940.

Mr, F. Shennen,
Sulte 806, Cathcart House,
llc Castlereagh Street,
SYDNEY, N,S.W,

Dear Sir,

I have td acknowledge your letter of the
16th October in connection with the history of the cable
tramway system in Melbourne.

In reply, I have to ;ﬁform you that we -JELwhf

@“’sunable to trace any copy of lir. Greig's cable tranm

history, but I am sending you by registered post three copies
of the "Chalrman's Report of the Operations of The
Melbourne Tramways Trust" dating, respectively, from

the formation of the Trust to Xkm 26th October, 1888,

from 26th October)1888 to 159th August, 1892 and from

20th August 1892 to gxx 20th January, 1905 el /P-»*d,
ﬂ!‘% &—MMM H'oDBaglin, defondy G

are the only copies known tc be in

existence, I xhkaxXdxmexgXaxdx shall esteem 1t & favour if b«4ﬂ5¢‘

you will see that they are returned safely to me.

Yours faithfully,

W o AR T W e e
i m.‘A-.ﬁ‘.. o (= .




1%¢h Oetober, 1940.
¥r. Frank Jhanne

n
Suite 806, Gatheart House,
1le Gaatlereagh Streect,

Sydney, N.8.W.
Dear 8ir,

I have to acknowledge your letter of the 16th inet. in
' conneetion with the history of the eable tramway system in Melbourne.

I regret that our Manager (Mr. 8. M. Richardson) has been unable
to trace any copy of ¥r. Greig's history $ but I am sendgng you by
regiantered post three coples of the "Chairman's Report of the Onerations
of The Melbourne,framwgys Trust" dating, respectively, from the formation
of the T, ust to 26th October, 1888, from 26th October, 1888, to 19th
Auguet, 1392, and from 20th August, 1892, to 20th January, 1905 ; also
"The History of Northcote." On the index of the latter I have marked
the chapters which conutain details of Northcote's tramway history.

. As the Chairman's reporte are the only copies known to be in
exlstence, I shall estecm 1t a favour 17 you will see thot they are
returned safely to me. So far as Mr. Greipg's History is concerned, I
repeat my sugpestion th t you should communieate with him direct.

Yours faithfully,

Publicity Officer.



fﬁ’\ -{ﬂ-\,‘”Q \\(M: AL A
TRUCK-and"BUS ™ ’}

ransportatic

THE* AUSTRALIAN -COMMERCIAL  MOTOR, -ROAD - 'HAULAGE AND - PASSENGER* TRANSPORT.~ AUTHORITY.

BRRORIAL.-AND-ADVERFPISING-OFFICES:
1le Cast\eleagh St Sydney : W‘F’L— g

¢
cr
O
4
¢
4
-
'
.

Bodybuilding. Current ?
Articles on Railways, Ttamways, Buses, Trolleybuses,

THE TRANSPORT FLEET-OWNERS MAGAZINE




@7 fd?ﬁfr 9. Y
f [ V7, S i v I &

B
,,M

12%h Ostober, 1940.
Fo Shennen, Egq.,
Mansging Editor,
"mrangportation Nswemagazline," .
1lle Coatlercagh Street,
Sydney, N.S.7.
Dear 38ir, :

I agknowledge your letter of the 8th inst.

¥nile I am willing to give you, on the direction of my Chalrman,
ur. H. H. Bell, 2ll the aseistance in my power, I am afraid that the
greitar part of the data you desire went up in flames long ago vhen the
records of the old ¥elbourne Teamways Trust and the Melbourne Tramway
and Omnibus Company were destroyed. Much of it, indeed, never came into
the posseéssion of the Board, while more wng sént to the incinerator
when we left the 0ld head office in 19%7. So far as T know, no ¢omp1ete
set of photographs is in existence.

I am inforuwed that something like 20 years ago Nr. A. W. Greig,
of the Historieal Society of Victoria, 234 Swanston Street, C 1, compiled
a cable tram history. Our Manager (Mp. Richardson) is trying to trace
his copy, and if he suecceeds in doing so he will be glad to loan 1t %o
you. Our Industrial Officer (Mr. H. R. Hine) has copies of the three
reports iscued by the Chairman of the liglbourne Tramways Trust, covering

the history of the operations of the Trust between 1832 and 1905. fThese
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contain Pfull detalls of the negotiatlions, the methods of construction
employed, the financial details, the opening of the various lines, cte. I
have also in a Northcote publication the history of the Northecote tramway.
These will readily be made avallable to your representative any time he
eares 40 call here. |
Yours falthfully,

KER

> », &

LER. ﬁ . Publiclity Officer.
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Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramsways Board,
Little Collins Street
ELBOURNE Oct, 8,40

I propose to prepare & record of lielbourne
tramway operation up to the acguisition of the various
concerns by the Board,

At first I am desling with the cable tremwsys

based largely on my personal experience and observations
up to 1920, This record will be reproduced in the
Reilway Historicel Society's Bulletin and I will run

& condensed version through several issues of this

- v
magazine,

Your assistance in gsecuring the co-operation
ps ab ]

of the cnble tramway worksik Nicholson Street
be gre=tly appreciated, I 8p e:j&xlv desire to receive
the informetion as listed hereunder and, in order to
avoid wasting the time of your employees, if the worke
shops concerned would loan the vax records entailed
I would set my staff to culling the data ?eﬂufrﬂa and
would returm the records within a few days,

You may recollect the personal interview you
g writer last January who, you might remember,
identified himself also as an ex~ Argus man,
I have had some of my staff searching the

W .‘ 1

available records at the Mitchell Library here but as
190

obtained most of the information sought in 1920 from
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MELBOURNE CABLE TRAMUAYS - DATA REQUIRED,

1, POYERHOUSES (&) Location of eeeh house,
(b) Date put into operation
(¢) What ropes it powered at opening date
(d) Subsequent sections of routes opened served
by the respective power houses,
2. ROUTES (a) Date each route ( indicate termini) opened e
(v) Date subsequent sectione opened (name termini) - .
(¢) Mileeges.of those routes
(i) Dete routes closed,
3. ROUTE_SIGNS (a) Please check, Prior to 1921 the visual roub
destination indications for each line were.-

ROUTE CARS PAINTED CARS AT

ROUTE BACKGROUND NIGHT SHOWE
COLOR ROUTE COLOR,

Richmond Blue Blue
Victoria Bdge Red Red
N,Fitzroy Orange Yollow
S.Melbme, Green Green

Port lelb, Thite fAmber

Clifton Hill Rad Red

C.H=Preston Red Red
Nigholson St Blue - Blue

Stkilde -NC Green Green

Prahran -C Hed Red

Stkilde =

VWindsor Orange Red ~
( Stkilde - Green/white Green going Stk,
( Q'berry St [Holiday relief) Amber going Q.St.

Toerak Orange Yellow

Brighton Road White Amber

Brunswick Red Red
N.Melkourne Green Green
W,lelbourne Chocoleate Thite

4oy (b) After teken over by MGUTB all cars on &ll routes we

painted & uniform chocolate, The Brighton Rd trams

were lester (date?) routed through to N, Melbourne and

the coler route light changed t0.,....... 8nd the Vest

Melhourne from white t0,..cc000s Was S.Melb-N.Fitz likeyise
(¢) Would it be possible to have on loam a photo of each

of the series showing & cable tram, with route names

thereon ( pre MM&MTE ) for each route, I believe the

shops kept these on record for repainting guides etc,

Full care amd immediate return is assured you,

4, CAR NUMBERS This information is the most urgently needed. A certain
(trailers only bateh of cars(dummies and trailers) were permanently
wanted) attached to their respective depots in view of the fact

that they carried the names of streete and suburbs on
the sides and rear, I particularly require a list of
the cars numbers (tr-ilers only) atteched to each depot
prior to li&MTB acquisition, These I imagine will be

on record among the construction records and if so



the construction dates of each trailer would also
be appreciated,

(d) Up to 1920 the car numbers( trailers) were not in
complete rotation, To the best of my recollection
the South lMelbourne, North kelbourne, Richmond,
Prehran, eand the Clifton Hill - Northcote depots
all housed cars whose series numbers commenced at-No 1,
CGonsequently numerous numbers in the 300 and 400 were

.entirely missing when new construction took the
correct rotation forward, As scon as the M&MTB took
over end commenced the uniform chocolate, changeable
route signs, the shops also commenced to renumber
the duplicates with the missing numbers and finally

. obtained the full rotation from 1 to 601 leaving
the original Richmond American~built Nos, 1-2C with
their original numbers, "ould it be possible to
borrow the renumber?rg schedule used by the shops
during 1921-1925., This is also very specially
required in order to trace the history of operation
practice to the logical conclusion,

(e)Would it be possible to obtein a list of dates that
trailers were sold, listing the numbers of those
cars (road nuhbera)

Any records, reports, photos and any other copies of printed matter
and data which you can loan will be handed with utmost care and
returned as quickly as copies can be made,

It is felt that there are a great number of lMelbourneites with a
genuine affection and appreciation of the work performed by the
cable cars and it is hoped that this record will fill gaps not
hitherto placed on public record, The earlier era between 1885=
and 1910 will be uncovered by thé local library search coupled
with the car numbers which I hope you can make available,

Cothes House, 11 Castiszengh St, Spdney



