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DENDIGO TRAMWAY CLOSURE

The o~ &L .

] The long anticipated closure of the Bendigo
Crquayf comenced on Sunday, 5th March, 1972 when the
igﬁgcz'rlva?e and North Bendigo routes ran for the
_;; ‘ 1me.'f§e—last car from North Bendigo was No. 24
f 1§: Zeimeele onlz 2 small number of passengers.
Mich ‘more’ intcerest was shown in the -
S e S H own in the 1§st run from
5 HERLNES - aowever, the final services being provided
3l & onvao 'S i jiva] . > .
DY @ Couvoy conslsting of bogie car 26 and Birney car
27, hota Uf‘Wthh Werc packed to capacity. A large
ninbcr of motor vehicles fgllowed the last cars to the
Al ] s 6y L

,p?t._Foi.?v1n5 this closure the overhead was removed
votween Gol4sn Square terminus and the Central
Deboraa mine. The remainder of the route to North
Bandigo W}fl be left intact until the Government
exarrlles the proposals of the Bendigo Trust to operate
a tourisl s2rvice overthis section of line.

o Bogic care werc used on-the last day 7
Nerth Jencigo - Golden Sguare scrvices, but Birney
car 25 was used for the bepcfit of photographers.
Singlc truck cars were last uscd in normal scrvice

on Soturcay, 4th March, Car 7 worked the last scrvice

to North Rondigo and 19 the last to Golden Square
that <vning.

ol 3 < 2 7

B sunday, 16th April saw the sun rising on
Bendige's tramway system for the last time. Huge
crov s buult up during the day along the city sections

of the Quarry Hill and Eaglehawk routes. In the
?IterJOOﬁ a crowd estimated at 20,000 stretched from

the Alexanurz fountain to the Depot. At 5.20 p.m. the last
cers frow Juarry Hill, 25 and 5 came down Mitchell St.

and akout 20 rinutes later car 2 followed by decorated car
26 came down View 8t, thege 4 cars plus Birney wvars 28

and 29 made a historic and wmemorable procession to the
deput accompanied by bands and a huge crowd. The

3eacinsn tramway system was now but a memory.

4

on 31 January, 1972.

The following is a reprint of an editorial in the Melbournc Age

TRAMS CAN BE TRENDY.

With a 1little luck and a Toties cash,'Molbourno may soon bo
able to prove thet trams arc the trondy thl@g.ln mct?0politan
public transport. Wore and moro Europoan citios - Vienna,
Brussols., Stockholm, Frankfurt and iMunich ?0 montion a few - arc
rovitelizing thoir tramway systoms B0 provido fast, officient
and pollution-froc transport for their cltizens, And they are
rodesigning thoir tremways to meot tho nocds of the 21st Contury.
In the congostod city centres, tho trami afo going undorground
lirked by escolators 40 strost 1&\:01j #urther out, they are
being given, so far 2s possible, tholr own tracks separatod from
mot fic. )

JorTﬁizfi;Ctho pattorn that the Ti?@wayg Board hopos to omulate
in Melbourne, But, first, it is SSOKINE tho approval of tho
govornmont and an allocation of losn funds to buy 300 now trams,
Is such a heavy investmont and‘f?ntl?g}ng C?mmltmogt to our
tramvay systom warranted? Crl“%cs.”lfl point to important
diffoeroncos botween Melbourno and the Lr&mﬁaY"UTiented cities in
Burcpo. What thoso citiles lave ih SOMAON is a rolatively compact
arca and high donsity housilig. Thoy a}so yave a lower rate of
car ownership. Thoro aro roally ﬁw? questions for us to ask.
Doos it still mako sensc for 2 spfawlln%y low-donsity, car-craus
city liko Molbourno to spené millions of dollars on publie
tronsport? And, if so, should WO fﬁlca‘to trens?

Tho govermiont hes alroady ansuarsc the firsi question.in
principle, if not with hard cash. & .
of polisy, to give priority %0 1mPrOVln% public transpori over
extending tho inadequato rond gystel. although it socomingly
flics in the face of popular proference, this ig the right deci-
sion, To provido onough new froowdys &nd ring roads, to meot
even the prosent demands on our Cengosted gtrects and highways
would be both prohibitively exponslve and intolerably dostructive
of the c¢ity's hcusing, parks and Chﬂ?%c?or, Public transport can
move largoe numbers of peoplc more officiontly, and it can bo
improved more economically than A system rolying basically on
private cars.

b sk A :
as decidod, as a matter
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In reply to the sccond question, it has to be
admitted that tramsare not the sclution +o the transport
needs of Melbourne's velontless cutward spravl, For these,
wve have to expand and improve the suburban reil network,
and express and feedar bus services., But within an eight~—
mile radius of the city cemtrc, the tramwey system will
continue to make Sense., Onc powerful reason is that it
would be finencigl folly to scrap it. Most of the tram
tracks have becn renewed to last for years, and the
electrical system is sound. Only the tramecars, some 50
years old and none newcy than 15 yeers, are becoming
obsolete and expensive to meintain. Once replaced, they
wculd be much more économical teo run than buses.

The Tranmways Board has set its heart on modern,
rurcpean-style trams which will bemuch quieter and more

comfortable than oup present vehicles., Another important,

though unpublicised, advantage is that they can be adapted

to one-man operation, That may not be the board's present _

intention but, without e reduction in manpower costs, the
expense of maintaining adequate services at night and wee
weckends will beeone %00 heavy a burden on the taxpayer.,
There are two other good reasons for investing in trems:
the trend towards higher-density housing in inner suburbs;
and the growing Pressure on motorists to leave their cars
outside the central city aree. A far-sighted Government
will recognise these realities and give the Tramwavs Board
the authority and fungs 31 requires.

: 0 o g
A Trip To 8t, Helena: Map Pg 11 April issue:

Mr G. R. Ford has asked us o publish a note +o 4he
effect that the lines representing tromways in fhet
included some the existence of which hag not been
conclusively ¢stablished,

s 0 0 5
LATE WEYS:
o] Trolleybus No 1 and all remaining trucks,

compressors and things mobile were removed to the new
site on Sunday 30+th Appri].
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Impressions of New Zealand Tramway Museums

(continued from last month) by P. Hyde

The second Museum to receive our attentions, was
the Wellington Tramway Muscum Inc. which has its centre
of operatigns at Queen Elizabeth Park, McKay's Crossing,
Packakariki. The address 1s better known simply as .
Packakariki, but this is misleading, as it is a few miles
north of the station. The total distance from the centre
of Wellington is about 28 miles; however @hls presents no
problems to prospective Pﬂt?ons as there is an e;cellent
suburben electric reil service to Packekariki, with btaxis
the rest of the way. ;

The approach to the main terminus for the_visiﬁor

4 unassuming:*"P&rk" is ngt'qulte Vhat the aﬁea iss the
Australian equivalent WoglthMOEt probebly be "Reserve",
Overall edministration of *ae Fark is in the hands of a
rust, with the lMusecum mereiY‘é teant» Some difficulties
have been experienced from ime to time in satisfying the
demands of the Trust Wlﬁb regard te general appearance of
the museum area and applicdvions for track extensions.
The situation bears & sErlklng resemblagcQ to that which
exists between the S:P-ﬁ-R- and the administrators of the
Royal National Park in Sydney . 4

Despite this, the museum has made good progress,
It has the longest operating tigékagé_lp Australasia,
the length available belng‘g? ; € Vicinity of 0.8 mile,
There is one passing loop dlththalfWﬁy along, but this
is not protected by colour 'i% FO.On occasions, a . .
telephone is used to superv}u: ?"lfﬁ—worklngg but this is
not often as one car at & tlme is all that is usually
operated.

Patronnage is good-ﬁwhile we were there, a sccong
car was run out for our bengflt_and passengers had to be
turned away. A common Praczlzﬁ is for one member-of g
family group tec drive @10?@ : ¢ road beside he tram to
pick up 'mum and the kids' 8% the.end of the ride and
then to continue to wherever #hey were going. The
whole length of the track 1S in a side of the road
reservation with bracket 2TM suspension of overhead,




