ST Al s %

The replicd of the fast W-classtram is put -
in place atthe correr of Spancetand

getlsto
stand tall

Dewi Cooke
Tim Doldissen -

Ajourney onone of Melbourne’s
few remaining W-class trams might
seemlong and tedious at times,
butatleastthey’re on the move.
This version of aniconic rattler
spearing out of the ground at the
corner of Flinders and Spencer
streetsis decidedly stuck on the
way to, and from, nowhere.

Lifted into place on Monday by
artist David Bell and a team of en-
gineers, the Raising the Rattler
Pole (The Last of the Connies), is an
eight-metre tall replica of the last
W-class tram builtin 1956, but
upended and trapped in time. A
publicart commission for the City
of Melbourne, Bell and his team
spentmore than 12 months on the
sculpture, building the to-scale
framein steel and claddingitin
plywood, which was later painted
bluestone grey. At night, LED lights
willlend ita softinterior glow, “a
suggestion that there’s perhaps
things going oninside,” Bell said.

Its position atthe busy intersec-
tion of Flinders and Spencer was
partof the project’s appeal, Bell
said, the monument to abygone
Melbourne made even more incon-
gruous by the 10-degree angle at
whichitjuts.

“It'savery, very tricky location
togetinhereandit’s one of the
reasons why we thoughtit was a
spectacular location,” he said. “It
seemed almostimpossible when
we first sawit.”
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See a video of the sculpture’s
installation.



