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BIRD'S EYE VIEW
Probably in the mid-1960's, W4 class No.
673 is about to cross Kingsway. Note
Hoadley's chocolate factory (who can
forget the awful smell of chocolate?)

34




Melbourne Tram Memories Book II

Ray Roberts

= climbs to

. the fgff

n. Collins-st.,” this afternoon.

. ‘With his black homburg firmly in
.place, Mr Risson climbed up-the tlsllree

beside the driver’s cabin and on to
the .roof. 2 .

He * stood *upright stration” follow
- on:* the roof, and - - refusal of trnmsu:ea:
‘ftr;g?;d pr;)tlx: % thran:ll; tg climb on the roofs.
. - - Mr Risson, 62,
R RISSON gets a .:dh_ﬂaehdwmwmtﬂ-ldwﬂ' chairman ~ for “ﬁ
STEPLF SIS {¥ Risson’s demon- £ yw?s“"q;?‘tg '}sli.sredxx;nr:g
o % . ; " much . easier’ than
§ 4 climbing ‘on- to - the
roof of my house”.
” \ It was the first time
e he had climbed on a
o g tram roof. e
.- The driver of tram
No. 960, Mr' Charles
# Nelson, of'Kew depot,
. sald the danger was

Traimways c G’féfg“ﬁ‘?RA?é‘éé"“?S‘é‘eﬁ P

TV cameras |'

iron steps.on the ‘side of the: tram |.

| AGAIN
—POLES
DISPUTE

: RAMS on three lines were de-

! ‘. //,:/() 3

“5v Tramways chairman Mr- -
- Ri s0n ed ond um: Toog"]gé i layed up to 23 minutes yester-
: a éiowa.’of by:| day morning because of the power

oles dispute. <
- P /n?c(:ucd to climb on

Tram drivers agal
! to tram roofs to replace overhead power
poles which slipped off the wires. s

. A

Most drivers have refus- 'l A3
ed to do this since 3
man was killed in a},

fall.
| Yesterday's hold-ups were \i
{ “%t the corner of Carlisie- 1
3 and Chapel-sis, Prah-[{
ran (23 minut N
and Raleigh-tds.,
Maribyrnong (20
utes),” and Cil {
South-rds., South Mel-
bourne (15 minutes).
Chairman of the Tram-|
{ ways Board, Mr R. J. I1.
i Rissen, said yesterday |
{ that the board \kn\:!d!
!

spend about £3000 lo]
p‘lxll extra ropes on ll:(-‘
power poles ot all Mel-,

X ne tranis i
a [Normally the power polel]
i5 lowered by Lhe rope

2
attached, but if
§> breaks the driver mu
8¢

« ' 'in finding e top
. . step: when® climbing
rdown. £ i) e

w . Tremoway woerkeis =t
five of Melbourne's 10

the job
4 for which a tram driver.
et WaS  trained and .pald,
and was perfectly safe.

The -necessity * seldo;

DEPOTS’ BAN ‘

) sation to w!

13 the repiacement of obso-

N \get on. to_the roof.]
NODQ eI, |

3& /’1&"“'[/"/‘ —  d>7Cw RS

A}f«‘déﬁ )

# The Govt. should

aid Tramways

Your editorial (4-11-68) pointing out th
3 G.ovcrr.lmcnf to assist the Tramwaysg Board csnnt:'csd ffcr,?:ﬁ
financial difficultics is both prudent and timely, A

Further, it is significant that in probing the Boayd: .
Peter Cairns, Herald Economist, in his article (:’..)l‘;'}:{ls ::‘,\‘P"'
“The evidence suggests thal the Board deserves mare fn{:u'\'- |l
help to ‘pmv1dc a vital and, in many ways, efliciently-ruy 1 blic
service." X g

} Not only is the board the Tramways Board first

{ fAiling (o oblain compen- sought financial nssist- | '
i It i3 jus- ance to acquire essential 51

. covering 1olling stock, the Govern-

tifiably entitied

concession fares and the ment has twice found 129
provision of miles of first- monev for new -
, class concrete roads, but N {
1o date it has been denled g nprsured for yet a {
{ any kind of ful\:u\rl:\l an-  third lot!
£ pistance from the Govern- ¥ I~
¢ment which would enable TN View of these faclors f

and since 1he board is te
ouly capital city  street

lete rolling stock, LAnsport system i Ause

¢ This is all the more ex-
dinary when it s

e considered that the fo

L7 4 or profits from the

3 tem were largely miiked
2 by  the municipalities
[ | ‘served and by the Govern-

ment, 1o finance bodies
such as the Fire Brigades
Board,

Rinee the chialrman of

Y, eurrents frr—
L) 1% / ‘

ON THE RO 2

grasps the- §
- .pole. firm

THE last step.

tralia which does not ben-
efil from Govertment as-
sstanes, the chalrman of
the hoard s more than
entitled to obtain recog-
tlony of his claims and an
early and worthy response
from the Government.

~—P. W. Duckett, Swanston
St., Melbourne
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Back door: the new tram route takes commuters behind the tennis centre.

Tram route a journey down ugly avenue

HE sweeping journey along the tree-lined
Yarra, overlooking the Alexandra Gardens,
to alight outside the tennis centre was one of

No. 70 Wattle Park trams and forced to spend
the next month or two getting a closer look at
what they have wrought.
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L blame the Public
Transport Corporation
I I finally crumble this
week and become a cheat.

I'm not joking. My life of
crume is on the cards. The
PTC’s Metcards, that is,

The PTC now makes it per-
fectly clear that only a saint or
an idiot would pay to ride on
its trains or trams.

Which means that one of our
biggest public utilities is ac-
tively encouraging us to stop
being honest or civie minded.

It’s got to stop.

Take my case. Every morn-
ing, I catch a train to the city
rom an unmanned station.

We pull into Flinders St
station around 10am, and I
walk to the boom gates at the
Elizabeth St end, to the left.

Only once in the past couple
of weeks have I seen a guard
near there at that time,

What's more, every day sev-
eral of the gates stand wide
open. You can walk right out
without using a Metcard.

Most people I see there do

No wonder so man y cheat on public transport

She wasn't ashamed. The
failings of the Metcard system
make fare evasion so logical
that honesty — not dishonesty
— seems disreputable.

The Auditor-General, Ches
Baragwanath, last week re-
ported that fare evasion on
trains was running at 15 per
cent, according to surveys
he'd conducted.

On trams it was worse —
30 per cent, or $8 million a year.

I'd say the problem is even

That just tells me that
maybe conductors didn’t do
much about fare cheats,
either.

Or that the PTC may now
attract swarms of free-loaders
who never would have caught
public transport in the days
when they had to pay for it.

Just get on a tram or train
and use your eyes.

Look how few people now
validate their pre-paid Met-
cards on trams.

fk&,‘; “The Auditor-General

They do exist! — hopped on t¢
his tram. Suddenly, a cluteh o
passengers stood up anc
rushed for the validators
stamp their pre-paid tickets.
And out of nowhere, a long
queue instantly materialisec
in front of the ticket machine
Mind you, that might no
have done them much good.
A group of my colleague:
tried out 79 trams one day 1
July, and found that 22pe
cent of them had ticket ma
chines that didn’t work.

Losing 2ll those millions i

is cen /17 5 . just that, thank you. - revenue is bad enough.

the most evocative tram rides in the world. g:lfzﬁusr, it 7 2¢. . At night, it's much the same o reported fare evasion But what bothers me mor

Rather thap incorporate the line into the story. The gates are open, » A on trains runnineg at Is that every ride on publi
e e i Sireacly busy Flinders St (NOW ThaL4€akiag Js almost QappiEled Tor ! often witkout a guard to check g ga transport is now a temptatio:
d'ﬁi'—?ﬁg (z;l: l:-%iltgnl via the new CityLink toll ‘Redcruﬁn%’dsfq d u% h;nrdu? "‘;“ :%1’17; g‘ckgx ;I‘xa;(; :]eesterday. at M i5 per cent. On trams h?e s Hd.: t;r:g:a:ig& euL) steal ;
tasly g id th i on” Lo eliprinate \the pfann . : b 0T; DS ! s 3
hridze. sharply turning to avoid the tolling |taken pinate \t ohNararst There's little risk if you de- ! it was ” There
eaniry. and runming down past the service |posite SLpaul AldiTnl; ? G , T oo st o M, s worse are no conductor:

entranees of the sporting venues. )
1t travels down a concreted laneway remi-

niscent of the concreted Moonee Ponds Creek,

past asphalted carparks, alongside rows of

I been stopped on the train by
inspectors checking for tick-
ets. Nor have my friends.

Yes, at the moment I still

more outrageous than that.

e e —

I've sometimes been the

now to look you in the eye anc
say: “Fares, please.”
O staff at 150 of the 20(
railway stations to shami

in by hi in-li I ; After all, the Auditor- you into paying.
ray tracks. hemmed in by high chain-link ay for my trips. It's costin all, or only one of half a dozen people
L,,,'.l,‘.t.‘:"t,‘,r;‘;::&s. on the raihway side, by barbed ﬁ'xe $4.30 a day. € Generars figures come from  getting on at a tram stop who Too few inspectors to pun
wire. 1 That —thankstothe PTC —  SUVeYS in which commuters  bothers getting their ticket ish the wicked.

Tourists were heavy nsers of the old line,
starting their jourmey in safety under an
“legant tram shelter (what has become of it?).

Now they will be crowded on Flinders St on
2 shightly ;nlar;fvrl itram stop alongside _heavy
traffic with other milling passengers trying to
¢ » the right tram. On big sporting oc-
-asions, it will be a nightmare.

permanent stpdcture.

As Cr WeHington Lee b
are~Quilt public opinic
demoBshed.

A”mock shard

i ODWALA & weeien w sicuce USIDE - toallow Mr Ng into the coumic

—

CCEEEEEEE@ENER

no longer represents just the
price of a fare. Now it's be-
come 2 tax on my honesty.

Why? Because thousands of
other people each day don't
pay, and get away with it.

I'm shocked by how com-
mon this has become.

were asked to be honest about
their dishonesty.

In fact, the Public Transport
Union claims that the revenue
0On some tram lines is down by
as much as 80 per cent, com-
pared with the days when
their connies rode the rails.

validated by the on-board lit-
tle green machines.

More foolme. All T get for my
honesty is the fun of making
the damn thing go ding.

As in: Ding! Look, everyone!
There's someone on this tram

It's no good relying on peo
ple’s conscience to cough up
Even God needed the Devil t«
Scare people into being good

So, tonight I must mak:
that choice again. Donate m
cash for a Metcard from the

' J ’ ; Who's a fool with his m ), who-cares PTC?
: certs n wea? ;"IL' B | A friend of my wife rang up The PTC denies all this and oney S Or just w“‘!
And then there is the guestion of what Ppo! ) / X | : T o i B o™ o =
e v o . fecl ) raSh C aOS grou wgfehc:n.rui?iends gg' og :%Vsdlrts re;li(ﬂlue figures show Newspapers the other day to Coins kept in my pocket?
o e o renelc':loy ram C o ;ra?n and dis:m't pay. Systen? xvivas Tr(:frotihec %‘etcm describe the farce he saw  AsI said, I don’t know hov
The people responsible for d(ecidin_zloldele_tc 2’9 e M desameee b W e
the Batman Ave line and to build this abomin- ler 24
,::i‘nn a::hm‘:la be spreadeagled on the front of 7r FOUR people were

ken to hospital when |:

tram and van collided
East Melbourne
¥y

commuters — a
mnnrl:ehls 40s and two
women in their 60s —
suffered cuts and abra-
sions when the tram
they were travelling on
struck the van in Victor-
ja Pde and derailed
about 10.30am.

An ambulance spokes-
man said the van driver,
a man in his 40s, was
treated for minor head
injuries. The tram driv-
er was unhurt.

The accident caused

&

o

ald Sun, Thursday, May 20,

2004

Wheels

come off

VICTORIA St came to a overhead tram power pole,

! standstill yesterday for two p N
hours after & tram derailed nf::’g A IS CEEOTER

and smashed into a pole.

The Box Hill 109 tram was
shunting back to the South-
bank depot from the Victona

Yarra Trams chief executive
officer Hubert Guyot said ini-
tial investigations indicated

traffic delays and major
disruptions to com-
muters all day.

Yarra Trams spokes-
man Andrew Heslop
said the tram sys}::g: | ) .
::j &melr.:(:xsced to Off the track: the derailed tram waits to t

replace trams. cleared. Picture: BEN SWINNERTON

Gardens business complex, there was a mechanical failure

when the back wheels came off  at a track point where differ-

the track just before 10.30am. ent parts of the track meet and
The driver suffered shock, shoot off in other di .

but was not injured.
‘There were no passengers in The No. 48 and 109 services A
“he Ciiadis tram at the time, were disrupted, but resumed — - —

which also collided with an  full service after 1pm.

L -

«

b Sy ]

Road to nowhere: the derailed 109 tram in Victoria St.

«

Can someone please give me information on a song called
Q Sydney Transport Blues by Jonnie Russell? | have heard it

several times on radio.

Brian Amos, St Leonards
Jonnie Russell wrote and recorded Sydney Public Transport Blues in
the 1970’s. Mike Carlton heard the song and began playing it on his
2UE program. The song went on to be re-released in 2004 and the CD
can be bought from PO Box 376, St Marys, NSW 2760.

€CK
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(below) View of Fitzroy Street looking east. The Prince of Wales Hotel had taken a

i i i 1920: (left) the red-brick and
View of Fitzroy Street looking west, ¢
(gzl;go,;%es cl)f the new Majestic Mansions apartments next to a picture theatre
corner bar.

Courtesy La Trobe Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria
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Essondon depot today,
The 1.45? Since tnms no

: how the joyrid-
M- throuoh the ers got Into the depot or how they

81op running about 12.30 a.m., there busy intersection tha feeds Race- $500
e Hidhs course and Fhmlngton Rds. and the rund the 00 xehicly:

should be no such run, ‘
Yet there was — although l[logclly

The tram, one of those bright
orange jobs, was su posed to be

tucked away in the epot but two nbo

men had a different idea,
The two went joy-ridi
AR

By mcmno HINDS

, of ML Aloxander

- where the tram should have been.
Police don't know

Tullamarine meay, . ‘A depot driver said

Evmtually
donod In

the tram re-
the tram was aban- W'md Specialist training to drive.
ingt

on Road near the - Police said a depot worker re-
Royal Melbour Hooma and
utmmmm:! " only
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Always Start
Your Car

Pt

Conductor’s Running Journal

with Two Bells /) /,32/,{,5%) ;’p(ff‘ .
| ey AL 2
I
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Stony Point has Vlctorla S ﬁm;st rallway line service /72 37

Luke Holmesby

THE much-maligned Stony Point
train line was the worst performer
in Victoria last month.

Only 86.3 per cent of its scheduled
services ran.

The next lowest was the Upfield
line with 98.1 per cent.

The figures were released by
Connex after South Eastern state

Liberal MP Ron Bowden high-
lighted the line’s problems for the
third time in 12 months last week.

Mr Bowden said the latest figures
were unacceptable.

“It’s about time the State Govern-
ment directed the bureaucrats to do
something about it.”

Mr Bowden said some equipment
was more than 50 years old and
urgently needed to be upgraded.

*I think the staff on the line does a
magnificent job, but they can only
work with what they are given.”

The Frankston line fared only
marginally better than Stony Point.

Only 88.8 per cent of the Frankston
February train services were on
time, with only the Hurstbridge line
worse.

Frankston’s monthly average of
on-time trains for the past 12

months was just 88.5 per cent, the
third worst behind the Pakenham
and Cranbourne lines.

A spokeswoman for Transport
Minister Peter Batchelor earlier
this month said the State Govern-
ment understood the level of frus-
tration being expressed by users of
the Stony Point line and was work-
ing with Connex to improve per-
formance.

4]
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Car, tram

“It is commonly
; accepted overseas that
public transport is not
expected to pay out of
the fare box, as it is
. in Melbaurne, he
said.

It was accepted as a
public utility relieving
roads.

RAMS, tralns and buses should
not be expected to'run at a pro-

fit, the Tramways Board chalrman.

-“Mr Risson, said yes!erday. i

*“Therefore it is proper;

that part of the cost
should be met by public
funds,” Mr Risson said.

He was speaking on the
Wesley PSA program.

‘Government

responsibility’

=t

r Risson said that
VErseas josses . running

lnm mlmons of dollars
n' met willingly

n p‘n of general policy.
:He sald that under-
frpund rajilways and
ramways should be gov-
ernment financial  respon-
sibilities.

‘Mo-hcn outside Aus-
the-

ruupon
n-thorlly expected
foot the bill for the.e

‘mt projects,” he said.

-iMr Risson said the tun-
nel.s were considered _pub-
lic transport “streets.
were financed from public
funds.

He ssid that in the US|

ang Eurooe governments
met the costs of tunnell-
ing, civil engineerinf

s

h|t —1 dead-----

after careful ns- °|’
taking study nbyP:fu:. J

best-informed uthori-
ties Hulbourne P::“

.what believed to, be
lhe“bu:. and only . -ade-
qua

“n‘"‘l' l:\d'.” lu initial
“Now other - criti

’UD rtin~ plans d\:‘ar&r;

dequate,” he sald.

“Let's qui

:‘d theq t l.l.lk.l l!\d
nd  Ameri

done long .‘cl vould hAve

~

(]
.
al
]
e "
PFIREMEN work. to!
74 frec the driver’of ‘this
ar nue‘l‘-mltd‘nd thu
ram co e 'y t s
night. \q\g "

A passenger in the'
;us killed in™ Lhcn

sh

Tu> driver, about .40,

had multiple mjunes'
and was taken 0. lht,
‘Alfred  Hospital.

emen using “Jaws
H of lile™ rescue gear took
3 90 minutes o iree the
1 critically Injurecd driver,
1 Thev ook more than
§ two hours 1o cul Joose
'lhc body of the pas~

v
¢ smash happened
in Bulaclava Rd., North
C-umelu at 11.40 p.m.
There were NO_Pas-
1 sengers on the St. Kilda
tram bul 15

men th
n \ook aboul 25 rneu'u to

s
i Ambuhnce omcm
1 hooked 'up  emergenc)
3 cquipment to the’an.
s jurcd man as firemer
s worked to free him.s5;
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et 6 women hurt '
’. TRAM GTS JUST A DENT; In St Klldamd
BUT THE TRUCK TIPS OVER

Ray Roberts

Six women were hurt when a 16-

| ton tram and o 19-ton cement truck S T;:IE FliONT 01hc'd aged fram. £
collided at the St. Kilda Rd.-Union St, = ‘o b

intersection, St. Kilda, today.
The impact threw them to the floor g!.

of the tram’s rear compartment.

ams IH{ jaw

RAM ¥,

They were taken Lo was a tereific “Leaiing, back d’°';‘ 'E""' M‘llvem cn.ﬁed into the
the Alfred Hospital in!mnging. Kilda Rd. m trom Glen Iris in St.
two ambulances. She was hurled azainst yesterday,

: v o
¥ All were treated for l"l]l: 71‘(’:\:“" seat and ou to 1.?.',‘: “D?‘\.‘\\ru :"v uerelﬂ 1 L <r
¢ ] Vi
cuts and shock She was thrawi so sul- il 1l peak how " angf ZA
The truck was carry-| denls, she sald, that she ’:"‘ﬂ' ‘Il:n 65 u " were
Ing dry bulk cen.*nt in :;"“‘ Ta e ; TR o TS g
€ an ppencd until she foun LERTHTY
"w:unc shaped starage hersell he ullnl from m-ul\“’hm\;olhn» alook]
. the tram the tracks fito
‘The truck was tipped M“ l|ul |

)

nns Lical-
ock at 1he
impact by the weicht of \m al llusmul and a
the suddenly  shifling|ed to leav and: two  wen
cement inside the stor-| a0 Mun Crawley naul  Sealvd ot the wuﬁ}
age section, from her hospital bed: “(t  Melbovrne yon o,
Tlie  driver, Brian|had been such a lovely day ““ ““‘md mine . ;'
Kane, 31. of Leizhton| —aud it all hod to end jiike _*"
Cres.. Fawkner, was not this % 4 'llu; ll. .lr;:hhle |)nl:|n|'
Injured. Continued on Page 3 ine uml;xcromul;z
Tramway officlals said| WS treate
there were about & dozen|["p Ha "l“"
passengers on the More- ! .
land  Gam  which  wa '
heading (oaards the oty ,
from St. Kilda junction at |
2 the time of the crash

TOOK AN HOUR

Alter an hour the dam-
was moved

over on its side after the| " l'inp e wien

n
T s
" lllr Ullr ' llm

’d at lhr \llult‘i)

IHE OVERIURNID bulk cement truck lies on lasitiontsgmers. & o

its side in St KildaRd. Crawley
iy S. of Maie Pde St

Kilda: June Moss, 26 of
Liberman Rd . Para 1l
Sonth ~Austcalia; Eleanor
.llMIln,: 83. of Mitford 8.,
St. Kilda,

and Lily Gexch-
ol Closeburn Av,
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Above: N, Chinn, Right: D, Budd

The steep grade down to Athol Wharl was the scene of three spectacular runaways, of which the second occurred in 1952 when R 1893,5‘;\)0vuﬁ
vyershot the terminusand came to rest in the harbour, R1 2000, right, demolished an ash and sleeper buffer before taking to the sea in 1 A
three trams had to be retrieved by a floating crane,

Melbourne Tram Memories Book II
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WORLD

www.heraldsun.cc

LOS ANGELES — After more
than 75 years working for Los
Angeles public transit agen-
cies, a bus maintenance work-
er will retire today on his
100th birthday.

For decades, Arthur Win-
stonreported to work at a bus
yard at dawn. :

By 6am he would be super-
vising a crew of workers as
they cleaned and refuelled
the region’s bus fleet.

But yesterday, Mr Winston
abandoned his routine and
put on a suit, tie and black
fedora and headed downtown
to meet the Los les
County Board of Su SOrs.

There, he was lauded for his
nearly perfect work record
with the now Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.

“I'm kind of nervous about
leaving the job. I've been
doing it for so long,” Mr
Winston said.

“I'm going to miss my crew.
But I'll find plenty of things to
do with my free time.”

Mr Reliable clocks |
off for the last time

Mr Winston has missed only
one day of work in his entire
career. That was in 1988,
when his wife of 65 years died.

“He has an impeccable safe-

ti/ record, he never calls in
sick, he’s always on time, He's

Mr Reliable,” Mr Winston's

began
by touching his toes to demon-
sante that he was fit to work.

Mr Winston was born in
Oklahoma and began picking
cotton when he was 10. When
droughts and storms ruined
several crops, his family
headed west and in 1924 he
found work with the Pacific
Electric Railway Co.

Mr Winston said he could
have retired when he was in
his 70s, but he wanted to
continue working to support

members.

He plans to keep busy in his
retirement by doing charity
work and using his free bus
pass to explore the city. -AP
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ded as a sprint 10

What began as a trip in a Pert Melbcurne bus en (
Prince Henry's by ambulance for these two yeung women after their

bus and a tram collided in South Meltcurne at abcut 12.15 this
morning. The dnvers i he fram and bus were also treated for minor
Injuries alter the crash at (he intersection of Spencer St and Yarra
Bank Rd. The tram was deralled aftar the impact. and had to be
. towed back on to the tracks on the Spencer St bridge to allow trattic
“to pass the roundabout. The Metis investigating what seems more

;.than a clash of imetables. oI~T1IRES: MARK MORRISSEY

vy

Y —The S_un, Yuesday, August 30,
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(R.J. Marsh

route and date, but a contrasting scene of

Below: The same car 2112 on the same
street running past St Kilda's Luna Pari.

v
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T'HE Melbourne tramways
dispute remained dead-
locked yesterday after a six-

BLACK - LISTED
tram driver Tom Pes-
teranovich, 28, and
conductor Johnm
Brooker, 20 (left),
relaxed watching tel-
evision together in
Tom's Fast Malvern
flat last night.

Brooker, who has

Melbourne Tram Memories Book II

Melbourne Tram Memories Book II

also been declared
black because he
worked on Pesteran-
ovich’s tram on
Thursday, sald: *I
reckon Tom fs get-
ting a raw deal.”

He added: “Im posi-
tive the public is get-
ting a vaw deal, too.
The union is going (oo
far”

Brooker, who lives

hour stoppage of all services.

The centre of the dispute, black-
listed tram driver Tom Pesteranovich
will remain working at the Glenhuntly

tram depot.
originally demanded, he

" And members of the|gigd,
Tramway Employes\|” Yesterday's stopwork
Union will continue to|meeting cut services
refuse to work with him{throughout Melbourne

and a conductor. Juhnl(mm 9 am. until 3 p.m;‘n
Ceil

Ab SAGRAsAAAAAAAARAAAAARASAAASSNS """
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Brooker, who worked on| . In the Aluul.\l\tho\
Pesteranovich's ”.”n,(ommlssloutr n G. 3
feranotic ami s ihers was no justifi- with his parents n
on Thursday. {eatton for conunuing in- Brighton, said he was
The unionists decided 0} q.qprjal trouble. “fully aware of the !
consequences™ of sup- %
.
.

porting Tom Pesterano-
vich, who has been a
friend for 18 months.

“And if I had the
chance I would do it
all again," he said,

~I know Tom has .
been threatened and
suffered @ lot of abuse.
But that is not gomg to
WOITy US.

“There are a lot of
seople at the depet wbe
support us, and thirs
thiigs have gone teo
far, also, But they are
afraid to come forward

“Anyway, we are nof
going lo quit, and the!
won't drive us out. Yui
can't be a defealist.”

Tom Pesteranovic!
sald:  “You con  Iu
away  from a L
but you can’t rur aw.
from yourself
4 “Uve looked for ar

, other job, but there

7 nathine <uitlable, any

continue their ban at a s
stop-work meeting attend-|  He ',“-‘;"‘5" i\u"mi::
*'ed by 1600 at Unity Hall| months' bans clause
. yesterday. the union’s award 5 pro-
! V. The chairman of the hibiting all stoppases,
» Tramways Board, Mr Another dispute develop-
! Rjsson, said late yester- |ed yesterday when James
''3 day that the board would Banko, a driver, was down-
% *not accede to the union's |graded to conductor_by &
+ demand that Peslerano- glsdplmary officer, Mr L
vich be transferred to ' East. .
another depot, | Banke was penalised
“He doesnt want al| because he Dloched 3
transfer, he lives nearby,”| tram bein
Mr Risson sald. Pesteranovich L
."He added Pesteranovich| huntly depot on Thurs-
had pald the union a $5[ day. Me was also sus-
fine and apologlsed for al- pended for a “"‘k.' 2ed
Jlegedly working during a| Banko yesterday ~urge
» ‘stop-work meeting. his workmates to return to
$ This was all the wnionlwork. .
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ern depot decided yesterday

NOI'I?‘,to»return to work under the

new ‘rosters introduced last Mon-
Lep v 0 > e
day.

This means for an

Indefinite period there

will be no trams an
the flve routes ser-
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strike was “‘most egrett
12,08 p.m., and 2.40-6.07 | 4" Yot Inclting TR

p.m. thought the men wonl

the other N N
5!\?:&“!\;:{ nn‘ly minor | Show better judement
thee differences,

For example, table 46
formerly worked fiom
11.40 am.-3 20 pan., and
from 4.16-855 p.m,, hut i
now operates from 1110
aan.-345 pm. and 4.45-
9.01 p.]

{ viced by the depat an
none In St. Kilda .
and Swanston St.
The flve routes are Gler
Iria-City; Malvern (Burk:
4 Rd.)-City; Toorak . City
d oy Fast  Malvern-City, ane
gt - i) ) Xew, Cotham Xd, - St
i D0 e, P T ik Xida,
:_.f Z % %= a g = s o e 2 The diverslon of Carne
el 2o ol :E_v g.:j as HE Malvern depot | gle nnd Enst Drightor
.8 F_ S5 oS4 S5 ean {stoppage, now in | trams along Chapel 8t. an
5E T g8z 50 a9 © ils' ¢ th d Batman Av. to Lhe city wii
gor lceiciw 05 Sy ils, four day, was | “atia
22 "SR ESEY U E WZO 0o ® B slarted by crews' dis. | continue,
25 g6 P35 53c w8 w™g content with new Yesterday's mecting, nt
oo 2 S ~EE o0 @ R 1 W = A 2
a8 E- 85 725 82 =3 rosters tended by 177 of the depot
28352 E"N Bur 56 o %R Y Gaprll) staff of 274 drivers arm
2y 3% 82 578 ¥S 3288 ¥ _ Malvern depol has 166 | conductors, = decided  to
Eazagg =00 f =z weekly roster tables or | strike until the old rost
+8 02 25 23 b S hifts operating -— and : ooy
6x T8 =¢ °/{° g3 c S i PETALINEE= & crs were restored.
o e e e A this means ',“'“ noerew I Dut Sgaleday afterncon
&p L7 =8 932 3 = £ o | of rtwo ‘would work' n°| ifie Minfster Top Transper:
A S22 vl S5 o o= | artlculnr  shift — only * pye g h al » ARy i
=3 : £ e S noSF= X / | I k ) r Meagher, sald he_vonll
Sl S =)o P X 3 > once n ahout  UMreC yueet n deputntion f16m the
cw e 525 P - ©m b3 years. Tramway Emiploves' Asso-
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22 &= EE E5S g o2& > tosters  which  started first.
=R P8 37 Teg 5§ 23w o | a last Monday. only then would he
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=5 35 = 5 o & ix ] the "worst of the new Two motians were pat 1o
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ZE ¢ BE R ¥ '-<v< %1 ! 8 ‘min, Iater than the A
SRS S BT g S -. old table. Two motions
M “Total dally worklng =———————————

‘ tine on 115 is now 7 hr, I.ikThtM& t}l\eln-.lcn stay on
=3 SE 2 DU P DU megm mu 58 min. — an increase strike indefinitely — until
5= 8 § g I .93 @ e [-37 min. their demands were met.
p~ 2 5 .56, ap sag 2F, Af o
Co ianEENntn "2 asEm rAnother disliked ros- 4
2w %23”,—02;?‘3:?c— 5§°:ma£ ter is table 26, which . © That they retnm ta

e avEan 22330 € 8 _ 23,8 i : work under the new rosters,
ZeE~*®53 9 2885 2 S4B 233 ends 25 minutes luter il
oy S 2 32 8% 9SS 22cmm s 4 discuss the dispnte with
SESCErEE R 33F SEERE T 5o ‘ than previously.- the Tramways Board and
Mo BRvEa b R cE 8 E T EES i Under this both new t,¢ Minister and. §f the

=11 gz 28 53 58 _g& TSR ) find old rosters have the  giscussions were nob £atis-
5gTE = e R oS A 822 = same working times be- factory, strike again next
egLr3 &R F > ERufEiz-aPBg fore the lunch break. Wednesday,

28 g3® B B 5 3 22833 §Z but where the nh’_ u.hm. The second resolulinn

Ecebgps “ @ d°2XF a8 &9 worked from 11.15 a.m. was suggested by the v

"Tpa® 2z oo - -4y = to 246 pm., the new Lhal i oo 44 8

o386z 82 T S .ar 8§ o ' retary of the JIramways
ne=a ag 58 ESp ) - \ ghift operales from o S5
S0P %8 35 BS PP Saa g 1.20 to 311 pan nglows Assotiation, Mr

SelEzle %o dEQWE .o, L& 20k LAt O'Shea, - ¢

78 T3P %E 25 pRaR” JSF A4 i Table 59 is 19 minutes After the meeting, Mr

gZE2398 55 3. s EER g Jater and table 43 endS  O'Shea  sald  the men
cPp ERE 2v =a 58 238 shio °% A2 minutes Iater, would stay ont until fhe:sr
= 2 == 2 "_E . - . demands were met

ZSopd s ©o ST = (=L ! )

2 Rg: g n& 9‘?' s’ 2:2 ¥ :Two shifts “The membhers  feel

oz 5.&_0 ci o as c= =§- <8 e—— 0 1 } At
Rt g By om S& ESa ¥ . ¥ 1t nelther the hoare
Zog.aas Sg Ho 2% Lol {7} :end- earlier nor_ the Minister has
BienQsevs ol Ol dveel - =% I : ad sal altemipt

R 2% af SE 3 ra Sch B — made any real s 1
gl geig . e NLBT ae gt il “ But ;table 107 and | o solve (he probiem.”

B2 TegP E, B .5 SuB Eg table “142 -bothi end 13 | he sald.

ah Tfafe al¥ az BT Fra FS ‘minutes EARLIFR than Mr O'Shea sald he did

1 the previous tables. not expect other depots 1y

L : On *{able 107, crews | become involved,
uscd to work from 7.21- The chairman of the
1114 aam. and from 2.0~ Tramwavs Donrd, Mr Ris
G.Z(lkp.l : but vjm\‘ they son, snid the continne
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orange trams

~and Raglan -
South  Mel- =
“yesterday

- Q._-..

Having lived in San Francisco for more than

a year, Heather
Symons feels she has a right to be angry.

e
e
2t

Pl bDesdriver "ol ;u],

“7agon, 9‘0’3;::-?0 Bereet, -

A Jélbourze, died when ';

Bicles was struck by -

ng car and dragged

B om sad "
on

. s:argpl@fd after

Living in San Francisco gives peaple
a feeling for trams, in much the same
way as living in Melbourne used 1n

In San Franciscn, lhe cable cars they
are still using were made al the turn
ol the century. In Melbourne we are
getting rid of the areen trams which
#re in some cases nearly as ald. Mast
of them, at least. were made hefore
1940,

Which s why Heather Symuone is
angry. Furious, in fact. Whay she wants
o know, hasically, is why?

"I just won't get on the New orange
trams. The doors sort of open and
close on you. It’s alj mechanised and
computerised and Creepy.”

Accordingly, she refers o them as
the Clockwork Orange trams.

Terrified

ther car is believed -
bty modd, Btk
Cplue7seidark. green

m!:h @“mwmswe?dmaze to

< “Six"trams were delayed for
Y 520 yminutes by "El;, 5
5t which ;. occurred
wing the peak period.

-

/56

R 9w

“l have not heard anyone say a
word in favor of them, ] was  talking
to--an 80-year-old woman this morning
who was positively terrified of them,
She won’t go’ near them and she's heen
travelling on trams all her life,”

On Tuesday it was revealed that the g
cities of San Francisco and Seattle ) Heather Symons
were interested in buying Melbourne's discovered a lon
green trams. They are prepared to pay of San Francis
1 for each tram and then a fur. having modern trams replace 1he cahle
ther $25,000 to ship cach tram to Ame- cars.”
rica. She saiq thay n

At that price, it is reasonable to ask cable car lo
aurseives: should we be so eager to pot them by
rid of them? Obviously other people tion
apart from Melbourne's green-tram.|ov. “And they have s

) N uch things as com-
ing public have noticed something at- Petitions  fur the hest bell  rinper.
| ' tractive about them,

AT

*
’

R time ago. The people
€O wouldn't dream of

San Francisen, the
vYers can help 1o presarve
taking out a yearly subscrip-

Evervone loves them. At the  Fishor.
Heather Symons has the same cri(- men’s Wharf termimus, the car has to

icisms of the Clockwork Orange Trams be swivelled round nn' a roial

and same reasons for liking the 'green form 10 face the ather w

lrams as most people. That is. the lic do that, They

orange trams are difficult to get inio round.”

with one entrance. difficull (o get ou Heather s in Melbaurne, her home

of with one entrance, and intimidat- town, on holidays. She js a teacher, and

ing in their over-mechanised approach lives in Svdney. During 1975 <he was |
The green trams, apart from being In San Francisco doing a course at the

a delight to look al, are far more relay: State university. e

ing to travel in, with several entrances “1 went to 'l'lve i Svdney because

and no regimentation of passengers. evervone said it's so like San Francisco,
[She is not interested 'in other eon. In fact, Sydney is more like Los Anpel-

Siderations — such as the orange trams ¢s. San Francisco people are like Mel.

being faster, smoother, quieler and hav. bourne people. Very friendly, obutpoing,

ing more comfortabie seals. And the mvite yvou home, that sort of thing

fact that more than a million dollars Heather wants to know if

a year is lost on the areen trams by zoing 1o try

passenzers not paying.| cities, or if we are prepared 1o retain
“Peaple seem to think,” <he said, a little culture of our nwn,

“that the green trams must be our of And she has one last word 2hout the

date because they were made so luna clockwark aranpes

ago- But in fact the hest way Lo desipy “Peaple in them don’t smiie Like they

| trams for the public's pleasure was do on
o e B ol N s

g plat-
av. The pub-
Rel out and push it

we qare
to ape modern Furnpran

the areen trame ™
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ram zone horror

A SECOND city tram-
stop smash in three days
has prompted a call for a
radical re-design of safety
Zones.

Commuters waiting for
a tram in Elizabeth St
near the comer of La-
Trobe St, were ternified
last night when a Mer
cedes Benz siammed into
the safety zone.

Police sald It was lucky
no one was killed.

The Public Transport
Users Assoclation has de-
nanded a new design for

ety zones.

n. Sunday, a car

Jfeered into a safety

A
By DEBI TAYLOR
and DAVID JARVIS

zone in Swanston St near
Flinders St Station, injur-
ing four people. A mun
18, has since died

The assoclation said
safely zones exposed
commuters to accidents.

Assoclation spokes-
man, Mr Patrick O'Con
nor, sald it was disgusting
that people using one of
the city's favorite tourist
attraclions were being
put in danger.

“Where safety is in-

volved changing thc
safety zones hus got to be
a priority,” he said.

M: O'Connor said the
aesign of the zones Was
also dangerous to any
cars that may clip them.

He said cars that hit the
zones could easily Mp
over.

Mr O'Connor said a
lights system should be
used so that passengers
could wait on the fool-
path and when the tram
arrived could cross to the
middle of the road with
the traflc stopped.

“It would be much safl-
er.” he said.

A spokesman for the
Public Transport Cor-
poration yesterday said
Sunday's accident was a
“one-off”. =

“The design of the
zones is more than ade-
quate in normal
circumstances,” the
spokesman said

“We've had 41 other
cases of cars hitting the
zones and in only one was
someone injured, and
that was the driver of the

car.”

Sgt John Scicluna from
City West said the driver
involved in last night's
accident ran from his car

a‘ter the smash

He said the 42-year-old
driver was arrested by
police after a short chase

Sgt Scicluna said three
police officers from City
West saw the accident
about 6.30pm

He said the driver slam-
med on his brakes near
the corner of LaTrobe St
and skidded across the
wet road

*“The only thing that
stopped him from going
over the salety zone was
the post that holds up the
sign.” Sgt Scicluna said.

A Mercedes-Benz is
perched high on the
safety zone outside
Melbourne Central ir
Elizabeth St after
skidding out of
control.

Picture: PETER
WARD
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8913y .dragged a2
from his

driver .
Xlag cabin after 3

clured
m‘-" R above {3

® Page 2T Sua Saburday, Soph 5, 1970

tram exploded
Braving the flames,

safety.

The truck dri ]
n-th and facket barne ,
Dimsalf, ¢80 free |
He ran (0 a graw median

\ whete be ripped his
!3“35"- off before collaps-

An elderly woman, the

and  Normanb,
Thorn! LAY
| Thormhury. Sbe was hep-

- ., Sweep

: WO men’s clothi
n
alight when a tru%ke::%lha‘

in flames

after a collision yesterday.

two passersby

. dragged the tram
] driver from hi R
cabin and through the burnin; :geik':ff

PN
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- by ROBERT GARR

/IONDAY JOB MARKETE

Life on the tracks

ALL kinds of people work on Mel-
bourne’s trams. There are refu-
gees from academia, refugees
from Asian wars, and people who
“just like the life of a trammie.
- Why do they do it? “The old trams
tend lo be cold, leaking and falling
! apart.” says Anna. a driver on the old
green rattlers. “But there 1s some-
thing appealing about them.”
. “The woodwork against the green,”
suggests Isi. a conductor.
- "It's beautiful choofing out to Mont
Albert early in the morning with the
sun shining through the window,” he
says.

Isi started conducting a vear ago
because he wanted a job. He had an
arts degree and had tutored at Mei-

! .bourne University, but jobs were
“ scarce. "l needed some money. so |
thought. ‘Why not work on the trams’.

“It soon became more than just a

| Job,” he says. “Every week is a totally
. new experience. People think it's bor-

ing ruamng up and down the same

line every day. IU's nol.”

-~ “One of the really pice things about

being a tram driver is the people you
2 work with,” says Anna. "Everybody
-sticks together. It's a bit of an
Zunderworld.”

Anna started working on tha trrams

Iwo vears ago during university hoil-
_days. She cecided (o stay. Like all
< drivers she started as a conductor —
““on the bag" as the trammies say.

After three months a conductor can

apply to become a dniver, which is

what she did

“Conditions are pretty 200d.” Anna
says. “The pav s OK and there arc
penalties. Bul ine shift work can de
unpleasant.”

Many trammies work a broken
shift, starting at 6.30 am and ending at
6 pm, with a break in the middie. The
shift covers both peak hours.

“1f you don't have the broken shift
you start early, at 5 am, or finish late,

at | am.” Anna says. “That frustrates
some people socially, but you learn to
cope with it, in an erratic way."

“It's a close, fniendly working envi-
ronment on the trams. The relation-
ship between the driver and the
conductor is always very strong. be-
cause whatever happens you always
stick together. [ find that refreshing.”

“l don't reckon it's like any other
Job.” says Isi. “You have a heavy reli-
ance on the people you work with.
You become part of a community.”

*This community isn’t just between
dnver and conductor,” says Anna. "It
extends to all the depot staff.”

The life of a trammie is not all
cheer. "Someumes you're treated as
part of the tram. as a piece of machin-
ery.” Isi says. “They hand you the
fare and you hand back the ticket
without a word. Drunks can be a prob-
lem. Young kids test to see how far
they can push you. Women conduc-
tors seem to get hassled more.”

“There are problems with tratiic,”
says Anna. “You realise how discour-
teous Victorian drivers are. Many of
them seem not Lo be aware of trams.
And a lot of people don't realise that a
tram’s brakes are not as effective as a
car's.

“But Eeing a drniver has its good
points. There's no foreman lcoking
over vour shoulder. You dona't get has-
sled in the cabin. And you ¢an sing to
yourself as you drive along.”

There are about 2900 tram conduc-
tors and drivers in Melbourne, and
about 10 new conductors are recruit-
ed each week, according to a Metro-
politan Transit Authority spokesman.
A CORGLCIOr Slarung out earns about
$310 before fax, including penalties.

For more information phone the
MTA on 618 3333.

Anna, a driver, and Isi, a conduc-
tor, with their North Balwyn
rattler.

ZaPsn
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round his stalled tram 3
bourne after_the city copped one of i Hs
st downpours in years. The cloud-
- ; *Eo;%ﬁ.m—zsmgd —gutt
overflowed and”cars Cstalled" 3" it came.
_down in the proverb: I buckets for about
IS'Jmnutu" [he rain washed wm'
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ARTICLE...|"FAREWELL MELBOURNE'S WORKHORSE!" |

By ANONYMOUS R.S. (Tram Buff!)

You may know them as.. small cars; old bombs;
green rattlers.. K35.. or the 'W-2' class. You
may love them... or, as most crews do.. you hate
them!  but, to some of us.. we love them and
would like to pay tribute to them.. because they
have given Melbourne 64 years of GREAT SERVICE.

These trams are now known worldwide. .New Zealand
has one.. England has one.. America has more. ...
operating in Seattle and the Streets of San
Francisco.

During 1923 25 were constructed (Nos.219 to 248)
at the Holden St. Fitzroy Workshops. Others
were built by JAMES MOORE in City Rd., South
Melbourne and by HOLDEN Body Builders at Wood-
ville, South Australia.

TRAM 219 commenced duty 1n August 1923 for
driver 1instruction purposes, while TRAM 220
commenced service in September 1923, spending
time on each route so as to introduce them to
the City of Melbourne, as they did with their
new '7' class some 50 years later.

These new ~ars were more mondern than other tram-
cars at that time.. they were drop-centre. .
centre entrance.. equal wheel.. 4 motor and the
seating in the 'Smoker' section faced inwards to
the centre.

In_ 1927 - Tram 364 appeared as a new design
which had an open centre section with outward
facing back-to-back seats. This was known as
the 'W' class or summer car, 20 were built to
this design. These cars were numbered 419 to
438....364 being renumbered 422. The seatm
later altered to tip over back style which
enabled passengers to face inwards during
Melbourne's inclement weather.

10 further trams were built in 1928 and took
their numbers - 470 to 479.

1927 saw PRESTON WORKSHOPS build the first group
of 'W-2' class trams, these being 439 to 458.

In 1928 to 1930 ..13D trams were built 480 to
609; 100 at Preston, 30 by JAMES “MOORE .
Due to the success of the 'W-2' class, the 200
‘W' class were converted between 1928 and 1933
to the 'W-2' class.

In_1929...433 became the first tram painted 1in
green and cream in lieu of the chocolate and
cream.

A further 30 trams - 624 to 653 were constructec
in 1930-31.

By 1938 the 'W' fleet was standardised with &40¢
'W-2' in service.

The last 'W-2' built, 653 entered service or
3rd June, 1931.

In 1952..644 was badly damaged after being hit
by a M. & M.T.M. bus and in 1953, 275 was hit by
& Victorian Railways tram. Both trams receivec
heavy rebuilding and re-entered service to z
design resembling the new 'W-2' design.

These trams were to be prototypes for the modern-
isation of the whole Ffleet. Only a lack of
funds, as usual, prevented this project.

275 being the only tram to run in three
different guises - as a 'W' class, then
'W-2' class and finally 'SW-2' until 681 was
converted from 'CW-5' class, 'W-5' class and now
the 'SW-5' design.

1959 was the year to start the decay of the
‘W-2' tram when in March of that year 313 caught
fire at Balaclave Junction. 313 was scrapped in
June, the first of the 'W-2' f]eeL to be deleted
from the register. )
Then 325 was burnt out following & collision 1in
November, 1959.

301 had the distinction of being the first to
pass the 1% million miles in Sept. 1968.
The 'W-2' which remain in service were maintained
to a very high standard. Painted at an average
of four year periods, with major overhauls to
the bodies every two years, or 50,000 miles, for
truck and electrical servicing. Regular day-
in  servicing is performed in the Depots.

Original 'W' class 220 finished its working life
as a 'W-2' class at Malvern Depot and now lives
on at the BYLANDS TRAMWAY MUSEUM where it s
members hope to restore her to its 1923 splendour.
On_Thurs. 29th Oct. we saw all remaining
'W-2' and 'SW-2' trams called to the workshops
for the last time. 456 - 646 being the last
'W-2' in service while 644 became the last
'SW-2',
All these faces are indeed on immense tribute to
the men who.. DESIGNED, HANUFACTURED, MAINTAINED
and OPERATED these GREAT VEHICLES....

1923 - 1987.
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Hands went up all over the room when
South Melbourne depot workers were
asked for volunteers to man two trams
on a Sunday afternoon “Chernobyl
children’s special™.

The Corporation provided the trams for
the trip from the corner of Swanston and
Flinders Streets to Luna Park, and back,
free of charge as well on Sunday, 21 April
“The tram crews were absolutely marvellous
with the kids - they were passi and

“Once they realised that the stamp-mark on
the back of their hands meant every ride in
the park was free, they just disappeared. That
was one highlight - the other for the boys was
being allowed into the tram driver’s cab,”
said Mr Rogers.

‘The children chosen to spend six weeks in
Victoria are all “moderately ill” with

diation sick It is believed that the time
spent here on a radiation-free diet and fresh
air will greatly i their life exp Y.

Vol

understanding, but didn’t make the mistake of

treating them like Dresden china either,” said
_Mr Tony Rogers.

Mr Rogers, from the Global Concerns

Committee of the Uniting Church was the

organiser of the afternoon.

The 53 children aged from eight to 152 were
picked up by the Mctman-painted tram and
another W-Class at 1.30pm, and taken to
Luna Park for the aftemoon.

\ who gave their time free on
Sunday were Conductors Dianne McDonald
(scen wearing badge centre front) and Tony
Martin (Acting Secretary ATMOEA), and
Drivers Elsic Smith and Stuart McQuade
(seen either side of the boy in the
Collingwood beanie to the left of picture).

Two more groups of children from Chemobyl
will visit Victoria later this year.
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Helping India stay on track: staff from Calcutta's sister depot, South Melbourne, (from

| left) Misvah Eissa, Bradley Williams, Roberto D'Andrea, Marina Andrews, and Amrith Raj

Trams: we are not alone

India Inc’s fading tram

| gets a brig

By MANIKA NAIDOO
e =

}

WHEN Melbourne tram con-
ductor Roberto D'Andrea was
holidaying iti India two years
ago, he heard the familiar
sound of ding-ding and kshish-
kshish as a tram rattled down a
sireet in Calcutta. He closed his
eyes and thought he was stroll-
in?g down Swanston Walk.

Ihe disoriented connie
stumbled on board the tram
and soon learnt Melbourne and
(falcutta not only had the same
olonial heritage and passion
for cricket, but shared an in-
iense love for tramways.

When D’Andrea visits Calcut
ta in September, he will return
knowing his efforts to promote
friendship between transporl
stalf in Calcutta and Melbourne
have helped save India’s last
tram system from bureaucratic
short-sightedness and political
apathy.

D’Andrea, @ conductor and
driver on Melbourne’s tram
ways for eight years, says his
mterest in Caleutta’s tram sys-
tem was sparked by its sumilar
ity to Melbourne’s. “Ihe big

tram systems of Milano, Prague
and Budapest run on different
voltage levels and don't have
wram conductors. But you could
easily grab a tram from Calcutta
and run it on our tracks here.”

His first ride on a Calcutta
tram was exciting. “Eventually
| managed to convince the driv-
er 1 was from a far-flung tram-
waly city in Australia, and one of
the conductors got quite enthu-
siastic and invited me back to
the Balgachia depot,” he says.

“They were beautifully hos-
pitable and I came away with 20
addresses, promising to write to
them all.”

But it was only on returning
to Australia that he learnt of the
west Bengali Government's
plan to slowly phase out Cal-
cutta’s 115-year-old tram ser-
vice and replace it with buses.

With help from Niva Finch, of
Melbourne’s Public Transport
IJsers Association, D'Andrea
contacted Dr Debashish Bhat-
tacharyya, a Calcutta tramway
enthusiast who is fighting to
keep the system alive. In his let-
ters to the PIUA, Dr Bhatta
charyya alleged that West Ben
gali politicians wanted the

hter future

trams to go so they could get

kickbacks offered by bus sup- |

pliers.

The thought of Melbourne
without trams prompted a hor-
rified D'Andrea to establish an
informal sister relationship
between the South Melbourne
and Balgachia depots as an act
of “solidarity and support”.

In 1995, the Indian depot
members sent their sister depot
a package of information and a
friendship banner. “The people
of Calcutta have an affinity for
their tramways as we do in Mel-
bourne. We are two rare survi-
vors supported by the will of
the people to keep the system
alive,” D’Andrea says.

Last week, a relieved Mr
Bhattacharyya wrote to the
PTUA saying the immediate fu-
ture of Calcutta’s tramways
now looked secure.

On D'Andrea’s next trip (o
Calcutta, he aims to persuade
the city’s tramway manage-
ment to let him use one of their
wams for a roving exhibition
about Melbourne Tramways.
He plans to drive the street car
himself wearing the Met uni-
form.
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3y JEREMY CALVERT
ELISSA HUNT,
ASHLEY GARDINER
and SARAH
WOTHERSPOON

WENTY-five pas-
iengers were left
lazed, bleeding and
oruised when a bus
ind two trams col-
ided yesterday.

Stunned commuters
sab walting for helEB —
sjome dabbing at cuts to
sheir faces, others weep-
Ing -- after the peak-hour
crash at the intersection
of Hoddle 8t and Victoria
Pde in Collingwood.

“Glass was everywhere,
People all over the place.
It was just shocking to
see,” Adam 8ing said.

Most of the hurt suffer-
ed cuts to the face, arms,
and legs, neck injuries
and bruising.

Ambulance officers,
who rushed 16 commu-
ters to hospital, were
amazed that no one was
serlously hurt or killed.

The 8.16am pile-up
caused traffic chaos in the
inner city, while cars were
banked up for 4km on the
Eastern Freeway.

The mayhem began
when a National bus tray-
elling south on Hoddle St
struck an outbound Box
Hill tram on Victoria Pde.

Three into one doesn’t go: an aerial view of the crash site. Picture: TREVOR PINDER from Channei 10 helicopter
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Casualty: a hurt woman is wheeled aw

The impact deralled the
tram, causing a head-on
collision with an inbound
Port Melbourne tram.

Passengers on the Box
Hill tram shared a mo-
ment of horror when they
realised the bus bearing
down on them was not
going to stop.

A split second later
they were scattered on
the floor as thelr tram was
shunted into the path of
the oncoming tram.

“I was watching the bus

thinking it was going to
pull up and it just didn't
stop,” Mr Sing, from Bun-

doora, sald. “The worst
thlng was you could see
what was going to hnémen
but there was nothing
anyone could do.”

On impact, Mr Sing
grabbed a pole, badly
stralning muscles In his
left arm.

“Everyone was in a bit
of a panic up the front ...
everyone in the front sec-
tion was flattened, on the
floor,” he said.

“One gentleman gust.
went around and saw that
everyone was OK and he
called the police.

“The driver came out of

ay. Picture: JOHN HART

his cabin and he was pret-
ty cut up.”

Adam Simonetti was
sitting near the rear of
the bus.

“I actually looked up
and saw it was happening.
It was so unexpected," Mr
Simonetti said.

“There were a lot of
shocked people. Every-
one was on the floor.”

Some passengers wan-
dered off in shock, making
it difficult for paramedics
to find those needing help.

“Patients were coming
out. of the woodwork for
up to 20 or 30 minutes

Mayhem:

65

the effect of the collision

later,” Paul Holman,
operations manager for
the Metropolitan Ambu-
lance Service, sald.

Ten ambulances rush-
ed patients to flve hospi-
tals for treatment.

Police said the bus was
turning right into Victoria
Pde from the bus lane in
Hoddle St when the lights
changed and the Box Hill-
bound tram entered the
intersection.

Most of the injured were
on those two vehicles,
which were not full.

The city-bound Port
Melbourne tram was

. Picture: PETER WARD

fram nintmare

acked with commuters,

ut escaped the worst of
the impact.

The bus driver, whose
cabin was crushed, suf-
fered bad cuts and bruises.

Police said the investi-

ation could take days

ecause so many wit-
nesses were slill to be
interviewed.

Streets throughout Col-
lingwood, Fitzroy, and
Clifton Hill were at a
standstill for more than
an hour during the mom-
ing rush. The wreckage
took more than three
hours to clear.

Warning
on dull
colours

By DANNY BUTTLER

TRAMS should be
painted in brighter col-
ours to avoid accidents, a
public transport advo-
cacy group has claimed.

The Public Transport
Users Association yester
day said Melbourne’s
trams should have re-
mained in their traditional
green-and-gold colours.

PTUA spokesman Dan-
iel Bowen said the current
light grey livery of many
new trams was not ideal
for accident prevention.

“Obviously, when
you're ?ainting large ve-
hicles like this which fly
through the streets, you
want distinct colours
which are fairly visible,”
Mr Bowen said.

“When they started to
paint some of the old
ones grey and the new
ones are all grey, we did
query the choice of colour
at the time — it doesn’t
seem to be as distinct as
the green and yellow.”
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Easier riding on the Z3

THE MELBOURNE TRAM

By KEN HALEY

e newest trams in Mel-
arne were packed with free-
ders yesterday.

The two Z3 cars, painted Burm.
gold and white, glided along

Jrke Street all day carrying

~paying passengers.

They have an extra exit — at

rear — and the conductor
. at a 45-degree angle 10 the
e, which is wider than in
lier models.
vew half-drop windows are said
increase natural ventilation,
re is storage space under
ts and air-conditioning consists
eight heating inlets, and four
fans,
‘he chairman of the Tramways
ard, Mr. Dudley Snell, said the
would keep Melbourne :(hr

EVOLUTION

1940

20

(later

22)

22
(later
34)

(o)

4.83m
(6.72m)

1951

70

1874

109

13.88m

178

gest tram city in the n
nisphere”.

‘Only Vienna and some Rus-
n cities have more trams than
sibourne,” he said.

Mr. Snell said the colors
re chosen after talks with pig-
mt manufacturers. Burmess
Id and white were the least
ely to be darkened by carbon
ynoxide and harsh sunlight, the
ie of orange trams.

Most first-time users praised
¢ appearance and spaciousness
the new trams.

“They're a vast improvement
1 the old green rattlers,” said
iss ‘Edith Robertson, of Cobden,
1 occasional visitor to Mel-
wune, who waited balfl an bhour
a3 Z3 to arrive.

Tramways Board lt:’ﬁen: hll:g;
i ers pencils and ca

’ mm their thoughts about
3¢ new breed of tram.

“Less noise appreciated,” wrols

— ’

Mr. Frank Arnold, of Bruns-
Aek. was also impressed. “I think
s an improvement on the other
ype. There's more room,” he said.

Not everyone was happy. “The
nly thing is that when crowded
i 1s hard to get to the bottom of
be trzm and we're not allowed
ut in the front,” wrote someone,
vith a PS: “Plus it’s getting more
apensive.”

Melbourne now has 740 trams.
100 of them active. One hundred
r3s will be in service by 1882,

The bodies are built in Mel-
rourne and most of the fittings in
ANest Germany.

The last free rides are today.
cars 116 and 117 will take their
irst fare-paying passengers along
3ourke Street on Friday.

More Z3s will be Introduced —
m Royal Parade, Sydney Road,
Tizabeth Street and to Essendon

\w — within a month.
Z3 is the tenth class of
gam Introduced to Melbourne,

& W2 | a08

52

14.64m

16.8

X1

1962

32

30

8.46m

104

1885

10

13.88m

16.8

X2

1962

321'

52

10.01m

w7 |

W7

48

100

115

48

182

100«

42

83

218

«70 be binit by 1982

starting with the first cable tram
in .  The oldest trams
still In regular use were bullt in
1923

Only one Class Y tram Was
built. The Preston Workshops
vehicle, built as a tourist tram,
ran with great success wntil

1865.

Mr. Snell sald the Z3 was one
ol the leading designs in the
world.

—_———

Three wavs the Z3 will h~ mare comfortable

o (_:il,Lx;ug_'i'( Q- 14679

ican cleaning not his ticket

B

M
v} Ex-tram ¢onductor John

iy the Kew tram depol.

Plivie: TONY PEDSA. °

{EX-CONDUCTOR INTENDS
'"’0 CONTINUE ‘CRUSADE

ipohn Harrington completed a full
‘work cycle yesterday —— from clea-
Fner to trun conductor and back to
}_clumer.

. "'m a il disappointed . it will he
. a hit dificeli 1o adivst aller thiee years
cas a condu o, M. Harnngion sad
¢ It was hiv lust day back at the Kew
firam depot aiter being sacked as a
conductor mne than three weeks agn

for doing his job “by the hook™
He was re-cmployed last Friday afrer
taiks betwevn the Tramways Board and
Acbitration ¢ cinmissioner Cohen. 1a an
“apparent compromise, he will nol be
patd for the 2?1 days he was “sacked”
Lul there will be no break recorded for

"his service entitlements.

4“1 am disiurbed because | understand
my file has ln-vn marked ‘unsuitahle for
public cont. ¢t — never o he 1o cnpags

] By GERRY CARMAN' ]

ed 0 public duties'” Mr, Harringlon
sa

He was sacked for alleged insub-
ordination 1o othcers, for disputes wath’
pusmteu uver safety regulations, and
lor makmg passengers carry their fitter
off the tram |

Iis base pay rate will drop about $15.
Bul he is more concerned that he may
never be able 10 be a conducior agan

"I may have lo get some . advice
from (he kqual Opportunites Board,”
he said. i

Mr. larrington «is so ;convipced he
was in the right that he has ordered
4000 (resh deallets to distridute 1o
homes along the (hree lines serviced
by the Kew depot
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AN_OPEN LETTER 10 MEMBERS: [T %

Hember JOHN HARRING'ION has nominated for the postion of Secretary.
¥embers should he aware of the record of HAFRINGTON, so that they can E
judge if this person is £it to hold !he high office of Secretary of our ‘
Union. .

When HARRINGION woirkrd 45 a uonductor at FKew bDepot, he was in continual
conflict with his workmates.

Hardly a day wonld PASs, that HARRINCGTON jyit in a 'SPECIAL DAY REPORT'
against his Driver.

He would report his Driver for arri.-inag at a ‘bundy ‘' clock a minute early.
{ie would report his briver for leavina a passcncer for a tram immediately
behind.

e would report his Driver if he thought the Driver wvas going too fast

or made a rough stop.

¢ vould report his Driver or any c.her member, who he thought was
ereaking Tramweay board regulations.

IS 7TIIIS PERSON FIT 'O FILL ifils POSIIION OF

A
{HARRINGTON, dobbed a number of drivers in, under rule 9 (being under the
tinfluence). at 5 a.m. in the mornina? ©n the excuse of ‘smell’.

HAPRINGION would see a member going info, or coming out of a pub, when they

were off duty. lle would rrporl the fac! to Lh: Starter. Next Morniﬂé.

and ask the Starter‘fo check i{ that membar was sober.

;Since being in the Shed as a (leaner, (IAKRING'ON stil) repsrts his work-
hates in the Shed and he 5Lil) reports traf{ic members. So he has NO1
khanoed.

?ARRINGTON was in con:inua} cornflict with passenagers. Cne reqular passenger
#ho had a monthly concession card, was 0 harrassed bv HARRINGION, that the

n had to appeal to the Tramways Board Offi~ial for protection.

EﬁAkRINGHON once ordered a young woman ith two little kids off his Lram
iecause one of the kids was eating an ic” cream.

}xworkinq man boarded 'ARRINGTON'S tram at lllizabeth Street, carrying his

%aq of tools, travelling from onne job to another. HARRINGTON ordered him

;o open his baa for in..pectior,the worker said,"its only my tools mate ",
—there upon, HARRING ON calied th:» poliice and claimed tnat the worker had a
-Fomb in his baqg,in no time,police cars and every emerqency vehicle

surrounded the tram,the Lram vas evacuated,vhile the pvor worker oggned his

F

|

bag to reveal...his tocls.

i 101 V' FICE TN ¥ UNION?

THIS PERSON FIi Tu }l0iW ANY OFFICE IN OUR ?. N il i
;faagzc ON WAS A 30SS's P1¥M» AT KEW DEPOT. A DOBBER OF IS WORKMA'ES.
iEJEm iHIS PERSOM, DO NOT 1.3 TEVE ANY!'{INC iIE SAYS IN HIS CAMPAIGN.
-%ARRING1ON'S RECORD OF LOBIIHG IS 'HE w0251 I JAVE KNCWN IN 35 YEARS IN

giii UNION. DOUN'T v

(fIM YOUP YOiE.:l¥ IS DANGEROUS.
JACK KENNEU ., DELEGA'IE.KEW.
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Right
stuff a
brave
choice

Kelly Ryan

TRAMWAYS man Bill
Asker had just a few
seconds to make a mo-
mentous decision.

As lead on the Mel-
bourne and Metropoli-
tan Tramways Board
emergency wagon, he
knew shunting a tram
forward could cost a
young girl her leg.

Reversing over her
was a bold but difficult
decision to make.

Retired now at 83, Mr
Asker was called to
many tram accidents.

But the worst was the
1973 incident on Dande-
nong Rd, when the “cow
catcher” on the nose of
the tram, an apron
meant to stop people
from going under the
tram, failed to scoop a
terrified schoolgirl out
of harm’s way. Y

“It could have been
because she was small,
but she had gone right
under and one of the
wheels had her caught,
pinning the back of her
leg to the track,” the
grandfather of two said.

“Back in those days,
we used giant beams to
lift trams right off the
tracks. But in a situa-
tion like that, speed was
essential. I thought my
best chance was to just
run the tram back a bit.”

Adding to the drama

- e
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ofaustralia
medal 2005

an ambulance officer
had climbed under to
comfort the child.

“With two of them
under there, it was a
very delicate operation.
I was very conscious of
having two lives in the
palm of my hand.”

Tough decision: reward for a calm headin a
crisis, Bill Asker. Picture: PAUL TREZISE

He was relieved later
to discover the girl was
expected to recover, and
has thought of her since.

Mr Asker joined the
tramways as an oiler boy
aged 14.

Apart from a six-year
break when he joﬁxed
the army, the tram en-
thusiast remained in the
industry throughout his
41-year career.

Despite a letter of
praise from the then act-
Ing chief commissioner,
the courage and bravery
he demonstrated on
that day in 1973, Mr
Asker has never been
acknowledged.

That was until last
week when he was nomi-
nated for a Herald Sun
Pride of Australia medal.

Nominations close on
August 19. Nominate a
hero at www.heraldsun
.com.au
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