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- PUBLIC TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Date: 15 January, 1992

Inter Office Memorandum File No.: .

To: ,
DIRECTOR ) From: MANAGER, PROTECTIVE
INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Subject:

CARS PASSING
STATIONARY TRAMS.

* In early December last year the Chief Executive requested that
Transit Patrol follow up on a number of issues raised by the

§ Manager, Kew Tram Depot relating to cars passing stationary
trams. The attached memo dated 9 October, 1991, from the
Manager, Kew Tram Depot refers.

The Chief Superintendent, Transit District has prepared the
attached report which- shows that during 1991 action was taken
against 243 motorists resulting frcm 465 reports made by tram
crews. This high percentage of "actionable" reports indicates
that this process is most worthwhile continuing. As indicated
in the Transit Patrol report the bulk of the reports come from
the Kew Tram Depot. To increase the value of this system
increased reporting from other Depcts should be encouraged.

The memo from the Manager, Kew Tra= Depot raises a number of
other issues/suggestions relating to cars passing stationary
trams. I have discussed these issues with Geoff Hatfield and
I am in the process of establishinc the status of some of the
suggested initiatives. I understand that the Traffic Accident
Commission are considering a series of television
advertisements featuring this issue.

I have requested the Acting Manager Resource Programs to put
together a strategy as part of the Travel Safe Program for
specifically addressing the issue of cars passing stationary
trams. One of the initiatives that I have asked to be fully
investigated is the use of cameras in trams (as an extension
of fairway violation cameras).

Forwarded for your information.

r’j—’—ﬂ/f—\\\\_______,/
f’\\\
TREVOR MCCULLOUGH
MANAGER |

PROTECTIVE SERVICES
~

cc: Acting Manager, Resource Prograas .
Manager, Kew Tram Depot TM-369/djh
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MELBOURNE

Transit Police
7th January 1992

Chief Superintendent
Transit District
‘ Vehicle Passing Stationary Trams
1. The offence of Vehicle passing Statonary Trams (VPST) is found at

Regulation 1408 at the Road Safety (Traffic) Regulatons 1988 (Copy attached).

2. Reports of these offences and offences of passing to the right of a tram
come from two main areas:

(a)

(b)

Where detected by a member of the
Police Force in which case a Penalty
Notice is issued by the member.
(Notifying Transit Police is not required)
and

When reported by a tram conductor or
driver. In the cases the driver and or
conductor completes and submits a pro-
forma report of the incident (Pro-forma
attached) to the Depot Manager.  The
report is in turn forwarded to Transit
Police for attention. On receipt of the
file it is recorded and forwarded to the
Transit Files unit (3rd Floor, Reliance
House) The file is then completed in
accordance with Departmental
Instructions (Police Gazette 21/1/91 page
34 attached)

.2/..

“i'dy ’o .

Ay o st 7&
R YA A v:,“u‘:v,".rﬁv:

T FETTIRR




-2-

3. A breakdown of offences reported and penalty notices issued for 1991 is
as follows:

. Jan Feb .| Mar Apr May Jun
Reported 33 23 15 21 64 23
Prosecuted | 23 12 8 13 - |44 22

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Reported - | 55 37 53 27 48 153
Prosecuted | 32 22 28 16 20 3
TOTALS
REPORTED 465
P/NOTICES 243
ISSUED
4, The variance is accounted for in the following ways:
(a) Incorrect Registration of offending vehicle obtained
(b) Where the driver of offending vehicle does not admit
the offence the file is forwarded w0 local Police for
attention (No reply to TST as it is not required)
(c) Insufficient details on VPST report in which case they
are returned to the depot and no further informaton is
forwarded (ie no locadon of offence)
((e)) Conflicting stories as insufficient evidence hence NF.P.A.
(e) Unable to locate offending driver (left address etc.)
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5. If the number of offences reported is as low as one in five then the
number of reports submitted. must be increased. The bulk of VPST files have originated

from the Kew Depot with other Depots a long way behind in the number of reports
submitted.

6. The standard of VPST complaint forms submitted varies from excellent to
poor with the majority being classified as satisfactory. The main problem with the reports
is that we cannot identify the exact locating where the offence occurred from a tram stop
number and hence we cannot tell the offending driver where he committed the offence.

7. All VPST files are investigated by a member of the Victoria Police as
opposed to Transit Patrol Officers.

8. I contacted Senior Sergeant VAN GERLICK the Traffic mcc Co-
Ordinator with a view to obtaining members of pedestrians actually involved in accidents
whilst boarding or leaving trams. He informs me that during 1991 31 pedestrians were
involved in 31 wam accidents (2 of these were fatal). One cyclist was also involved in
collision with a rtam. He is unable to say if the 31 pedestrians were actually boarding or
leaving ams at the time.

9. I fully support any acdon that can be taken to ensure
transport users.

senger safety of

/sé)dke_\

LINDSAY J. AITKEN
Senior Sergeant 16680

7é’ T.R.WILLIAMSON
Senior Sergeant 18799
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TRANSIT POLICE

Date: 4th Decembpr, 1991 SS'ﬁ-C'/CH

Inter Office Memorandum

e File No.: Y APFWAL
' MELBOURNE
TOM GILLETT ° - From: MANAGER, PROTECTIVE
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT SERVICES

TRANSIT POLICE
Subject:

CARS PASSING
STATIONARY TRAMS.

I refer to the attached report regarding concern over cars
passing stationary trams.

My understanding is that Transit Police/Transit Patrol follow

up on all such reports and issue infringement notices wherever
appropriate.

Could you please confirm this and give me any figures you may
have on numbers of infringement notices issued etc. so that I
may respond to the Chief Executive’s request.
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1l . _ KEW TRAM DEPOT.
The Met.” .,

| FAX: 862114

F CORR/
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Date ¢ OCTOBER, 1991. - A w2 o e
o GENERAL MANAGER, TRAM AND BUS. S 2
For  MANAGER, KEW TRAM DEPOT. - 17007 By
Suec.  MOTOR CARS PASSING STATIONARY TRAMS. Exec. Asst. to the
Chief Executive

I refer to our conversation recently regarding the concern oi
motor cars passing stationary Trams.

ttached for your information is & COpPY of the_"Vehicle Passing
Stationary Tramcar” ‘register which Wwasg developed at Kew. The
purpose ©of the register 1s t¢ record details of "Cars passing
stationary tramcar" Teports submitted by tram crews and proviade

feed back on action taken pv Transit Police.

n 1% March, 1

o) ] , as of 2¢
2 separate _1ncl

e

7

c-
ents O cars
cen reportec, 30: individual
‘ng their own time). 0f this

The £first regort was recoragec
September, 19 1, a totai of 15
passing stationary _trams have b
reports compieted’ DYy staff (cur: ] .
totai(153), Transit, Police heve isSued 53 infringement notices
to offending moOtorilsts. % numzcer of offenders cannot be traced
due <to incorrect registratior _numpers being provideé or, that
thev _have_  changed tnelr zddress _anc¢__cannot be traced.
Approximate.V 90 “reports are still in the process o being
investigateaG. .

"

It shoulé Dbe noteé that drivers and conductors es:timate that
thev only report one "1l everyv five instznces of cars passinc

stationary trams. They Zeel -T 1€ Dot sufficient =C Just
continue ~to Treport these 1instances SO that_motor.sts can be
"booked", as this aqoes not =r-esc.ve the problem, an education

program 1s required to educate Dctn MOTLOrists ang custome=s.
§taf: at Kaw consider themselves responsib:e€ for the passengers’
safetv not_ only "on vehigle"”, Dbut from the time the customer
Jeaves the footpath~and boarads tae Ttram and vice verse.

During the past twelve (12) months I can recall three incidents
where a passenger has Dbeen czruck when g11ghting from a tram,
211 serious_and requiring transporiion to hospital. One incigdent
i “can recall attendlng. occurre¢ when & Young poy hac been
struck by & car at Cotham Ré. zncé Eigh St., Kew. IT was straight
out of & "TAC" advertisement. Tae boy was iving _in tne middle of
she roadway, Dbleeding heavily fror a head wounc be:ngc attendec
too Dby ar ambulance cCrew. The motorist (P p;ateri was sitting o
the gutter crying, the tram driver/conguctor were traumatisec,
other_ passengers  and the bove schoolmate: were stanéing arounc
visibly upsel. Not & real positive 1mage for the Corporation 1n
terms of passenger safety.

When _Ian__ Stoney visited  the_ depot on 2
raiseéd this concern with him. n indicatec

_ 7 Septemper, 1991, I
a1 secC -3 C the =
highlighting this concern 1S reguirec an
g1 Tw
4}

S

e mediz campalgn
¢ _tha: he _would
ard & copy of this
detai_inc various
um"” meetings.

&

participate. With vour permigsion I will fo

memorandum to_Ian with & list xgeas {(attacne

suggestions put forward by Kew sta:i atg our "For
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-CARS PASSING STATIONARY TRAMS.

SUGGESTIONS FROM KEW DEPOT STAST.

1. Fit flashing lights = or hazard 1lights to trams which are
activated when the doorg are open.

2. Road markings and signs.

* roaé¢ markings, particulérly at tram termini anc high -

profile stops.

» Signs_to be used in ‘conjunction with road markings. Signs
to be placed 1in gromlnent locations, hung from "overhead
similar to the "fairway" sigms.

3. BEducation program z2imed at motorists and customers.

.*» Pamphlets to be issued with motor vehicle licence/
registration renewals.

x Posters/notices/pamphlets to customers to be placed
inside trams, highlighting the danger of cars passing
stationary trams.

4. Improved stgf signs, more visible, present greer a
e

: ¢
golc signs v

1 - an
nd in with the environment, espec:izll
- n 1
in the "leafv" suburbs of Kew, Balwyn, etc.

5. Mediz campaign.
* TAZ funded television advertisement.

* Newspaper articles, involving high profile idexticties.

» Notices on the outside of trams, clearly visiktle to
motorists.

6. Flashing lighte at tram termini, same as pedestrian
crossings.



