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The Melbourne Oi.iiiibus Gompiiny coraraenced the service on tlie 23rd March 1869, with a

fleet of eleven buses, 25 men and 90 horses runxiing from the City to the Birjviingliara Hotel
on the corner of Swith and Jolniston streets Mitzroy.

The Company announced in its first lialf-yearly
v,^ld he o, ened as soon as new buses are built,
Wready.

^  iluring the following years the Com. any continued with its building and developcraent -plans
and opened t.any new routes in spite of the fact that its object was to instal and operate
a horse tram system in Helbo\irno. In 1377 it went into voluntary liquidation and reformed

the Mclboui-'ne Traimvay & Omnibus Company Limited,
hov. 1381 the bus fleet had grown to 158, operating from ten different stables, the
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A clb’se check was kept on the loading and the number of buses required at various points

at cfifforent tiraes of the day.

City for which there was no loading, nevertheless  a regular, reliable and reasonably
frequent service was maintained.
Gonsideratioii of the welfare of the horses was. of ̂ rime importance, the individual

some were stated to be frisky, others

The Company was careful to avoid sending buses to tlie

terapennents and idiosjuacrasies were understood,

i

<iuiet, some strong and sturdy, and these factors had a bearing on the type of work to

which they were allotted. Long shifts and fatigue were avioded wstsa where possible,
and on occasions some ̂ us ti-ijis were cancelled, or p>erhaps it would be more accurate

Stable managers were directed

])rovided tliey had fresh horses.

in order to save the horses.to say- not provided for

to send out oxt^a bubesi^for special occasions,
jhnring 1882't&c'omnibus fleet increased from 158 to 164, and the fleet included ,six
3 horse buses; stationed at Brunswick.

The records of ivc^. 1883 disclose the follov,dng allocation - kitzroy, 39; C.ll. 18;
Richmond 28; liotiiam iO;. Moonee Ponds 5; Brunswick 19; Prahran 18; L. hill 10;

ot Hilda 6; and Sandridge 11 total 166. by this time there were six 3 horse buses at

Brunswick, during the bpring race meeting two were .sent to Pitzroy in exchange for two
saialler buses.

The traffic arrangements for holidays were carefully anticipated and planned- Christrias,

Lew fear, iiaster'holidays, ibdiibitions. Demonstrations, Processiems, i’icnic days and
extra buses to meet the arrival of Country trains; records were kept of the weather,

useful guidance for future occosions.
but this privelcge was

loadings nnd ai^y other information that may serve as
Transfers were available at various points of the network.

withdrawn on itiblic Holidays.
The buses for the race meetings at Floraington were provided by one or two specials

from several stables, and on occasions buses on the liotliara route were directed to extend

in the re])ort of Cup Bay 1st iNov. 1881,- it is mentioned that "This yearto iflemington,

the charge was 2j- to course".
Calico signs vrere taclted on the side xjanels of the buses and it is interesting to note

that stable managers were directed to use si:iall tacks only.

Heather conditions appear to have been similar to the i>resent time, it is recorded that .

on 23rd July 1881 "The day was remarliably fine, indeed all that sla could be wished, but
and on 1st Oct. 1881 "Weather warm with Horth wind and clouds ofthe traffic was meagre

 tlirough'.iut the records reference is repeatedly made to the "Bust nuisance .

Altljough it”was not al\^ays recorded it appears to have been the custom to send to

Flemington, a groom from Pitzroy with feed and rugs for the horses.
The normal service on the Fitzroy route was maintained with about twenty buses,

ran from LLe’'‘City to tho Corner of 8t.Georges iid. and bcotchmer 8t. North Pitzroy at

approximate]^ tl.ree minute intervals, this seems to have been the busiest route, but some
of the otliera were not far behind and a service of four or five minutes headway was not

dust

they
i

I
I

uncommon

liven although the buses did not provide seating, for more than twelve or fourteen they

maintained a reasonably satisfactory service to the suburbs within a three .iiile r^ius
from the City, some of #course were a little longer such as- Prahran, Brunswick and

Moonee ionds routes, they built up a solid foundation of patronage for the superseediug

cable traras, which when established, in many cases ran a little further out.

any occasions it is reported that the buses were insufficient to cope with the
pnM to find other means of transport.
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loading offering and intending passengers



'i’he buses maintained an averagie speed of 6 m.p.lx. {including stops) and when the

'^ichi'iond cable line was opened in hov. 1H85, the cable was run at that speed for a few
but following complaints tl\e speed of the cables was soon increased, as the now

opened speeds were mostly in the region of 9 or ten lailes [)er hour,
number of buses was 178 and they carried annually aiJproximately  eleven

as the cable

weehs

lines were
Tlie laaxinium

million passengers, a phenomenal rise took place in number of passengers

trams replaced the buses, the capacity of the cable trams to stack on many times the
^nuxiber of passengers is reflected in the following figures-

hvu;ber of passengers carried Revenue

4,990,077

6,819,730

9,251,944

8,933,933

10,277,097

10,211,515

11,141,192

11,526,401

11,659,937

16,353250

17,992,047

31,133,444

46,000,364
first cable line opened 11th kov. 1885

letion of the cable net work a few bus lines were kept rimning
East Brunswick to Korth Caylton cable terminus;

chaff cutting machine housed in a building
intermittently to provide

Year

1877

1878
1879
1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885

1886

lbo7

1888

61,074 .
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526,5881889
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e.g. -
After tlie comp

Hoonee />onds to North Melbourne;
for many years tneI’rahran to Malvern,

on' thr corner of r'itzroy and Victoria Streets I'itzroy was

fodder for the few horses retained. m ^
of the notes relating to Cup Bay 4th Nov. l8S4

10 minutes to 9 a.m. , then increase
litlim. 8 ; Brwk 15;

run

The following is a copy
" Start all lines except Eitzroy at 8.30 and run every

to make out Carlton 12; Colliugv>rood 16 ; Riclmiond 12; n.Rd. 12; +o
E.li. 8 Sandridge 10; luitil 1.30 p.m. except as reduced to

, Then have all out ugain
You

Prabran 15 j Stxdlda 8; , ^ i -lo m.

tr?:S p!m!;ikrkiep lirthat^iLc back from^tho races and all that you

out ( as before |;iven) . Moonee i'onds start 3.50 a.m. 3 to 9.50 a.m. , 4 to i . ●

3 to 4.30 p.m. and all out for rsL of day and night.
4 to 12.30 p.m3 to 9.30 a.m.Kew at 8

4 to 7*30 p.m.;;  3 to 4.30 p.m.

2 only if short of horses,
to suit lan;e lines and according to,traffic.

I’itzroy 7; C.hill. 3; Hothara 3;
Total 30

● ?.50 a.m.

and 3 for the night,

Coburg and Ivorthcote, run
r’or lUices 30 buses from 9.30 to 11 a.m.

Brunswick 4; ftchrun 3; li.Uill 1 | BuedridBe 2;

the Course 42 ».ore sent out by A sharp (The ‘'"‘'.”“„^SSrly dteding

kicbjiiond 5

rwajrSt: sssk..
hardly any rush talang place and the supp y o us  s buses at the finish.

;

and wit isilda 2.
the buses can.e on. Bor the races

. sStSS as .e .st 1.. buses

s: siSSftL^s^oTiSe nSfrCS “'SSpSr„:.::Sr;

p.m... Tlie general tr^fic today was exceiiciw, uobsons Bay ity to bnmswick"

ell

from Town to da,.drid,5e in the afternoon, and t.  e f  extravagent way

ind

IHsrehdrdina fares and wa,;es, horse ownrhus^was^an -officrwnt
of carrying a handful of people ^ drivers, slit-htly less than 200
ralW'^han half the Melbourne bus .tleet was used, 91 dri , - ^tablchands

hJfes," ti,nokeepers stationed both tn / “‘■^gtrver; sent hack wo

for several hours ii> the middle of the day.

eed,
buses ●



quote — Today was the openiiig of this

The sports having boen held (:reviously at Kensington. From the f
1‘looiiee Valley idiccs 15th Sept lo83.

irstrace course

our iiapreSsion x«ts that it v»ould not suit bus work, especially as the train which is
advertised to run for 6a. return ticket First Class.only a sliort distance away

However a trial was given with the following result.

Four special buses were provided one from hotham to start at 12 noon, then three
from Uicls:iond, Clifton hill and Fitzroy to start at 10 min..te intervals.

i,e r.ianaged Xo get Uotham away after 35 minutes waiting with 13 passengers and
The other buses vs'ere not v/auted and

more

kiclr;iona after 30 minutes with 14 passengers

were sent back.
Comments - vir Cox never even advertised in a single jjaper but got some large

square calico placards for the cabs, ^r Clapp decided to run no more special lines.
If Nr. Cox wanted buses he must engage them giving a guarantee, unquote.

Scanty records of the actual nu.':.ber of passengers carried are available but just

as a sample - Christmas Day 1882, 16 buses on the Royal Park line carried nearly 400
jester 1883 twelve buses on the same i'oute made 52 trips and carried 1265;

andpeople;
Sunday 23rd Oec. 1883 thirteen buses made 40 trips and carried 1040 passengers;
GlirisUnas bay fourtenn buses made 44 trips and carried 1232.
There were several other periodical functions to which si)ecial buses ^ere sent, two

ent to the Homan Catholic picnic at r,he St.Kilda Cricket uround on Boxing h.

Day 1881 it is recorded that the drivers had groat difficulty in collecling the -id.
faro, the group held another picnic on Faster Monday 1882 and upon enquiri"^ for tlie

special,buses were told that none had been |»ut on. On Boxing Day 1882 the Comjjany
relented and sent a couple of buses on this occasion the 4d. fare was paid quietly,

then on Castor Monday 1884 we read that seven special buses carried Z68 passciv.ers.

The Gprman Ficnic at Btudley Park was another gathering for which the buses catered,
extended down Johnston ot to the Bridge, on Kew Year's

buses were s

some of the Carlton buses were

Bay 1884, 688 passengers were carried, it h.^s been fretiueutly asked, why was the
cable line- to Johnston Jt. Abbotsford called the Carlton line, the likely answer

that the. cable cars took over the route of the horse omnibuses which served mainly in
Carlton and did not nonnally go so far down Johnston St.

■  ■- oairit'Patrick's Jay Saturday 17th March lbb3- "The weatlior was fine and warm,
orocession started at 11.30 a.m. from the Model bchool, went dowii Lonsdale ,St. to
Elizabeth St. then up Ct. Bourko St to Spring St. down Gt Collins St to Swanston St.
along Swanston St to the Bridge and down to the river side.

The time occupied in going through the City was from 11.30 a.m. to 12.40 PJ*I.
but for half an hour there was indescribable block and confusion at tne intersection
of Flinders and Swanston Sts. at Fish market, the police not only being powerless

IS

The

were simply useless'.' . n ^
During holidays when the weather was fine the vealmess of horse drawn transport

was exposed, onmany occasions, by evening time, the horses were "Used UP' on Ooxing
Day 1881 it is recorded that when tlie last bus left the Bardens at 7.P were
still 200 in the "Grounds" and two loads on the footpath "hundreds walked u lere

limit to what horses could do.
to Brunswick it must have been long tiresome drag up
indifferent roads, and yet some local politicans vehemently opposed

Envisaged at the time and although
they would at least have given

The Company anxious

was a
On the journey

Elizabeth 8t. and

Royal Parade over
the installation of tramways.

.  there would not have been much saving in journey times
a smoother ride to approximately twice the number of passengers,
to make the change was prepared to accei.t the financial rosponsxbilxty ior the
installation of tJ.e tracks, apparently confident of the increased revenue the tr^s
would attract, this confidence was born out when reference is made to tlie annual,

●  passenger and revenue figures of the period lo77 to iBSS 1889. «rri in
llowdver the opposition and delays did benefit the travelling public in the end, in

that it4 became apparent that the endless rope system of drawin.g tramcars was far
Motice was taken of George Duncan's recomuendations

adopted, which gave Melbourne a uniform network of

Horse tramways were

O

superior to horses or steam,
and subsequently his plans were
tramways of which many other cities were

envious.
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