TN TTHME

IO0OKING BACK IN L.

The re cent publicauioa on Melbourne's Cable Traams,
"iind The Curve", hes nac the effect of stimulating
interest into Melbourne's past transportation history.

While the Cable Trams helped O make this city what it 1is
today, I would like to take readers further back to the
days of the Horse Buses; and then on to tae Cable .rams.

First, a look at the timetables issued in tho8Se
early days by the lelbourne Tramway and Omnlbus Company
Ltd., which was formed in 1868. The firsti service commenced
operations on March 23rd, 1869 with a service ol 1. norse
ouses,;rom Bourke St. to the Birmingham Hotel, &u tne corner
of Smith and Johnson Streets, Fitzroy.

Timetables, dating from 885, still exist. We will stard
in Kalvern, which was é&n importaznt place 1in Austirealian
Transport history as 1iuv saw operation of the first municipal
electric tramway in Asustralid.

vost timetables in those days carrled &cv rtigementis.

One for the High Street line was paid for by & kr. Holdsworth,
a dentist, who had a clinic opposite the Town Hall, Praznran.
Lis advert tells us what good dentures he pro;muedf The
date of the timetable was January 1887 and the service ran
from Pranran Town Hall to kalvern Shire Eall with & counection
&t the Prahran Town Hall with the Pranran Line to lieloourne,
This timetable is one of the few horse bus timetables that
quotes actual running times. From Prahran 1t was &an 8
minute run to Crrong Road and 13 minutes to alvern Suire
Hall. There were no transfers to olher lines:.. Ltne hours
of operation reflect the differing social pattern of 1ife
then. The first horse bus from Przhran being at 7.30a.m.
on weekdays and Saturdays and &av 1.30p.m. on Sundays. -0

~e reverse direction the times were at 7.57a.m. and 1.57p.m.
rCQpecuiveLy. Last buses were from Pranran &t llp.m. O4
weekdays, 11.10p.m. Saturdays znd 10.40p.m. on Sundays, &nd

from Malvern at 11.27p.m., 11.37p.m. and 1l.7p.m. on the
respective days. ‘Speclal services were OD rerated on holldays
but these must be recorded elsewhere. The fare chargead, for
this route, was 3d &ll the way and ine service had an
average freguency of 25 minutes.

Another timetable for this line appeared in Nove..oer,
1888. The service nhad now been improved with the Tirswc
vus from Prahran being &t 7.l5a.m. on yeendays end Saturdeyvs.
The Sunday service was unchanged. Last buses were &t _1.1Cp.m.
weekdays and Saturdays Irom Prahran and at 1ll.37p.m. from
¥alvern. Sunday service, agaln, was unchanged. the veeiday
service had been increased to approximately every 15 minutes.

4lso listed ir the 1888 timetable was a line waic
ran from Prahren to Malvern via Commercial Road. It only
operated 19 trips each way at infrequent intervzls, e
first, from Pranran, being &t T.35a.m. on weekdays ard

S e




.m. on Sundays. Irom Malvern

Suturdays and at 1.35p :
atarting btimes were at 8.5u.m. waekdays, 2.5p.m. Sundays.
Last buses ran at 10.45p.m. from Prahran and 11.12p.m.
from Malvern on weekdays, and at 10p.m. Ifrom Zralran

and 10.27p.m. from kalvern on the sSunday.

At the corner of el
Prahran, anothner line operat
at the corner of B arAly and & X
transferred to and from the Prehran rown A
Prahren line. The company only undertoock
passengers ir there was v'oom on the buses. T
tickets hadd to be obtained from the driver un
omnibuses connected and the ticxets then lss
immedizte use. The service for weekdays, &t
887 was roughly every 20 minutes. First bus
Kilde were at 8a.m. on at 2.5p.m. on Sund
at 10.45p.m. and 1l.5.p.m. 3 ] o)

8.20a.m. weekdays and Saturda m

st buses &t 1l.5.p.m. and 10.4
ire was 3d. Unfortunately, no running ¢
el inucrmoaiate points listed. Iir. Holdsw
dentures feature on this timetable, too, by tae vay.
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Now, from Holdsworth,
b rugglist whose.premlises vie
Orf7ice. In addition to bpelng
lccal registrar for Births and D
and cattle medicines too. Tne
corner of Union Streetl Po !
Tries Iikne connected c
ci.ole route to llelbour
minutes. First 0”ses
were at 8.5.a.m.
urigbc, times were &t
Last buses vwere from
on Saturdays and 9.10p
st buses ran at 1l2.2a.m
Sazukqays and Sundays in
would be operated at shor
at longer intervals than
no transfers, at this time
and any other. The fares were
T.1l0a.m. on weekdays and 2.10p.m.
on the Richmond line left Spencer
the time listed on the timetable a
connect with the horse bus at Hawiho
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lioonee Ponds 1s our next p
ran from Moonee Ponds via Fleuln
foot of Elizabeth Streev. The 1T
interesting for quite a few recs
so far, dating ifOW ¢°+ nO”il, 1
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sections as oooosed to the 3d
lines. From MNoonee Ponds to the Hotham Bus b
was 3d. and from there to the clty, also 3d.
or any other part of the route, the fare was
could, however, buy three tickets for 1/ th
of concession fares quoted. The starting an
of this service were similar to thaose ment
headways varied from 20 to 30 minutes. &
exorted to support private ent r?rise in
Charles r'd.bul.aOu, the Noonee Ponds
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being & wholesale and
draperer.

The timetable
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