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The Government recently approved the calling of tenders for 100 modern trams
to replace a number of the Tramway Board’s oldest vehicles.
Based on the most modern mechanical and electrical designs, the new trams will
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About this book —

The first edition of DESTINATION ‘CITY’ was
published in 1954 and contained information then
available on all classes of Melbourne tramcars. With the
introduction by the MMTB of new car classes, the greater
amount of information brought to light on earlier types,
and the use of more and better illustrations, it was
necessary to confine the 2nd Edition, published in 1960,
to the electric rolling stock of the MMTB. Cable and horse
cars, together with the rolling stock of the Victorian
Railways tramway services, the Doncaster & Box Hill
Electric Road Co., and other tramways near Melbourne
had to be omitted and will eventually be covered in
DESTINATION ‘RICHMOND?, due for publication at a
future date.

The present edition has been further revised and
enlarged, with new and better photographs, where
available, and has been designed with a clearer format and
printed on better paper. It is realised that the changed
page size will inconvenience those who wish to bind their
books in complete series, but the new size (which was not
feasible in earlier books) has many advantages, not least
the improved presentation of illustrations.

In the 2nd Edition changes were made in
describing car types: drop-centre cars without sliding
doors became “combination” cars, while those with doors
became “saloon” cars (this is in keeping with official
nomenclature). Trucks of Brill design are listed as “Brill”
even when actually manufactured under licence by a local
firm. These changes are retained in the 3rd Edition.

Cars converted toa diffefent class are shown under
both classes, with suitable notes, for ease of reference; a
glance at the Numerical Roster should clear up any
doubts.

For some time we have been pressed to include
information on controllers in the “Destination” series
but, for a number of reasons, were unable to do so. This
information is now included and will also be included in
other ““Destination” books as opportunity arises.

Another new departure is that, because of the very
great amount of information on the W, W1, W2, and SW2
classes, a separate page of notes on these classes has been
provided.

Previous editions were numbered “1” in our lists.
This edition is numbered “41” in accordance with a
standard system adopted some years ago.

Even though it has twice been revised,
DESTINATION ‘CITY’ does not pretend to be
exhaustive: long experience has shown that there is
always something more to be learned about even so
prosaic a subject as tramcars. This edition was, in fact, on
three occasions almost ready for the press when Mr, Kings
unearthed new material which necessitated change and
delay, and a hitherto unidentified car truck was identified
only the day before finally going to press. Readers may
therefore feel assured that, while very thorough and
extensive research has gone into its production, any
advice as to errors or omissions in this book will be
received gratefully by Mr Kings or myself.

While this edition was in preparation, the Editor
was urged to use only “‘up-to-date” photos of cars still in
service, and where possible this has been done.

DESTINATION "CITY"

Unfortunately many otherwise excellent photos do not
show underbody details, and those that do often have
confusing backgrounds. We have tried to give you the best
available picture in each case, irrespective of when it was

taken.
THE EDITOR

ABBREVIATIONS Rk :

The following abbreviations are used for transport
undertakings and preservation groups mentioned in this
book:

AETA: Australian  Electric  Traction  Association
(Victorian Branch)

AETM: Australian  Electric Transport Museum
Incorporated (Adelaide)

ESCo: Electric Supply Company of Victoria Limited

FNPTT: Fitzroy Northcote and Preston Tramways Trust

ELT: Footscray Tramways Trust

HTT: Hawthorn Tramways Trust

MBCTT: Melbourne Brunswick and Coburg Tramways
Trust

MESCo: Melbourne Electric Supply Company Limited
(Geelong Tramways)

MMTB: Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board

NMETL: North Melbourne Electric Tramway and
Lighting Company Limited

PMTT: Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust

SEC: State Electricity Commission of Victoria

SPER:  South Pacific Electric Railway Co-operative
Society Limited (Sydney)

THS: Tramway Historical Society Incorporated
(Christchurch, NZ)

TMSV: Tramway Museum Society of Victoria Limited

VR: Victorian Railways

ABBREVIATED DATES e o

For the sake of brevity, periods of time quoted
in the Notes for each car class have been abbreviated as in
the following examples:

(1/36-12/37) — at some time or times between January
1936 and December 1937

(1/36 to 12/37) — continuously from January 1936 to
December 1937.
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i ‘ Prototype of the 200 most modern of Melbou
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THE MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
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Melbourne, Victoria
Track Gauge : 4ft 8%in
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! The Melbourne and Metropolitan Tr.

2’)"’" was constituteq on 2nd July, lp919, tc;r ;rg:rag'vselr}o:;g
operate all existing and proposed tramways withi
radius _of ten miles from the GPO, Melbourne withntha
exception of two lines operated by the ’Victoriae
R.axlways. The extensive cable tramway system togethen
with the sole remaining horse-car line (both’forme lr
operated by_ the Melbourne Tramway and Omnit:y
Company Limited) were taken over from an inter'us
body, the Melbourne Tramways Board, on 1st Novemb::]
1919. The electric tramways of the Prahran and Malverr;
Tramways Trust, the Hawthorn Tramways Trust, the
Melboume Brunswick and Coburg Tramways Trust, the

i Fitzroy Northcote and Preston Tramways Trust ané the
Footscray Tramways Trust, were taken over’on 2nd

February, 1920, together with the cable tramway of the

Northcote City Council. The tramway section of the

Colour of Cars : Hawthorn Green and MCM‘t Sea maw wdtes:

I(\:Iorth Melbourne Electric
ompany Limited was purcha
The FNPTT and the F"IRT ha
when taken over by the Board.

—

Tramway and Lighting
sed on Ist August, 1922.
d not commenced running

Car Numbering System

(l:::AT‘;SCT;:‘t r?tamed thc.:ir original numbers and
projected; cars of ?1[ cars still under construction or
order) wém of other systems (including cars still on
sequence offet;llu'mber'eq to follow the PMTT cars in the
Nos. 1-32 be Cir original numbers, so that Hawthorn
completed bcame Nos. 107-138. Certain cars built or

3 Y the Board before the adoption of the

standard “W” design w
ere allott
between those of cass B ed blocks of numbers

provisi

The early administrati
strative arran t ed
PMT > gements group
T and HTT routes as the “Fastern System’” and their

o’ &
Heve.

add

e

delelq,

DESTINATION ‘CITY"

rolling stock was numbered 1-138. As the first Q-class cars
entered service on the Eastern System they were
numbered 139-150. R-class Nos. 151-153 were completed
at Malvern and probably saw some service on the Eastern
System before going to Preston, so were numbered with
the Eastern cars.

The “Northern Systsm" was based on the MBCTT
fleet of which Nos. 1-12 eventually became the Board’s
nos. 154-165. However, Northern cars at first had a
separate numbering system parallelling that of the Eastern
fleet. With the later consolidated fleet numbers shown in
brackets, the Northern cars comprised the original
MBCTT Nos. 1-12 (154-165), Nos. 13-18 (177-182), then
six cars similar to the originals but completed by the
Board, Nos. 19-24 (166-17)), evhile the second batch of
FNPTT cars were Nos. 25-29%172-176). The Northern
and Eastern fleets were consolidated by 1923 at the

latest.
Another seeming oddity was the numbering of

M-class Nos. 183-189; these cars entered service in 1920
on the Hawthornlines but, because they were intended for
Footscray, they received Northern numbers. The former
NMETL cars were renumbered 202-216 although they
were taken over well before the appearance of Q-class
Nos. 190-201 in 1923; the latter cars had, however, been
ordered prior to the acquisition of the Company cars. The
two Birney cars were numbered 217-218, and the Board’s
standard fleet commenced at 219, with two gaps
(614-623 and 686-719) where cars were planned but
never built. For a short time the number 139 was carried
on Preston lines by the car which eventually became No.
169.
Car Classification
Cars are listed under the classes originally allocated
by the Board. In 1928 the classification was simplified, all
drop-end combination cars (the B, H, J, M, and S classes)
being added to the A class, while straightsill combination
cars of the F, K. Q, and R classes were grouped with the
G class, and the maximum-traction bogie combination
cars of the D, E, N,,and P classes were added to the C
class. C&. W) Lﬂ )  nhoren
Colour Schemes
Cars were formerly painted chocolate and
the last in these colours being No. 19 green and
cream colour scheme was in Ted with the buses
ary service during the

P which provided te
! Etlcctrification of {lda Road, the Board members of

oxX

the day g felt that these colours were more
appropriate to that famous tree-lined thoroughfare.
Dash-Canopy Liglgts

Dash-canopy lights were introduced in 1938 with
the conversion of several W2 cars for the Silver Jubilee of
Luna Park, the cars being painted silver. These lights were
also fitted to No. 850, the first of the new SW6 class, in
March, 1939, and became standard on subsequent cars;
several cars of the W2, W3, and W5 classes were similarly
converted. The dash-canopy lighting proved inadequate,
however and, after having three holes cut in the canopy as
a temporary measure, was removed and replaced by
standard headlights.

Modernisation .

It was planned during the mid-1950’s to modernise
all bogie cars by incorporating most of the features of t}_xe
then-new W7 class, but lack of finance prevented th_ns.
However the highly-successful carbon-insert trolley skids
were introduced throughout the system in place of trolley
wheels, some 85 cars received resilient wheels, and the use

I ata: ~—1
\ (3 A L
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C
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of helical gears has now extended to most of the fleet. It
is likely that dynamic braking will be adopted for any
new cars, while on the existing fleet Ferrodo brake shoes
(introduced 1966-67) have proved most successful.

qum—mu;ghu_ham__hﬁgn ¢

_introduced (6/70)-and-mey-became-standard aclde s
New Cars Qi T .

It has been planned for some time to place orders

for 100 new cars of advanced design a

Government approval can ed to raise the
necessary loan 7 unfortunately, the political
situati as not been conducive to this long-overdue

dévelopment.
Standardisation 1 T A/ nelea |
In the interests of efficiency and economy,
policy of standardisation of rolling sto
pursued to the maximum extent possibie under prevailing
conditions. This has led to_the storage of the W3, W4, Y,
and Y1 classes and may bring about the final withdrawal
of the old efficient L-class cars, while the elderly but
far-more numerous W2-class cars continue to run.
System Mileage
Followiw_pmning_of_local i
s, the Board now operates 133.20 street
tramway.

(A2 NUMERICAL ROSTER
Car numbers are shown below in sequence, with

classes; the class or classes to which certain cars were
subsequently converted are shown in brackets:

1-20
21-24
25-35

36
37-45
46-47
48-53
54-63
64-83
84-91

92-100
101-106
107-116
117-126

o 127-130
131-138
139-150
151-153
154-171
172-176

177

178
179-182
183-189
190-201
202-211
212-216
217-218
219-274 W (W2)

275 W (W2) (SW2)
276-418
419-425

426 W1 (SW2)
427-431

432 W1 (SW2)
433-435

436 W1 (SW2)

singl
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