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station and Brighton
Street Railway. Today
tram-car No. 3 sits on rat
Yarrambat paddock, awaiting

at Bylands.

between St.
ONCE she ran Dbe Beach on the Electric

Victorian Railway
|way sleepers in a

Kilda railway

her final home

IBRIGHTON - BOUND
. passengers from Flinders
1. St. are transferring
' from the gas-lit trains
;. at St. Kilda Station.

g A white - collared con-
{  ductor is ecalling: “Hurry

17 on, please, for the electric

car!”

At the height of the
peak-hour rush, several
hundred passengers clam-
ber aboard the awaiting

, trams and the procession
moves across Fitzroy St.,

o
ABOVE:

- Mr Bob Prentice.

“Toastrack’” tram No. 20 has
come to rest in the Prahran backyard of
Right:
"soastrack’ fleet with its conductor, who
had to scramble along the footboard to
collect fares.

up Grey St. to the Village
Belle, and bound for
Brighton Beach.

Into Mitford St. and
through the reclaimed El-
wood township along Or-
mond Road, the fleet
gathers pace down St. Kil-
da St., passing the depot on
the Head St. corner, and
re_nching the Brighton ter-
minus at Grosvenor St.

The five-mile journey
has just taken 29 minutes.

The St. Kilda-to-Brigh-
ton electric line is new
born and effectine the

One of the

first through-route round
the far reaches of Port
Phillip to bayside Brigh-
ton,

Any previous connection
between the two, involved
a rail loop through Wind-
sor and Elsternwick.

Today, some 66 years on,
a veteran of the now-de-
funct St. Kilda Station-to-
Brighton Beach Electric
Street Railway, to give it
the full title, is sitting in
the middle of a Prahran
backgarden.

Enthusiast

The owner, Mr Bob
Prentice, an optician, des-
cribes it as a “toastrack”,
late of Elwood, and of a
1913 vintage.

In its present suburban
setting, old Number 20,
still retains the original
color scheme of chocolate,

i cream and red.

i Mr Prentice, an avid
transport enthusiast, says
the bought the tram in

1959, when the line offi-

ially closed.

It served its last days
(40 years to be exact) as
a breakdown car confined

i to the Elwood depot.

! Number 20 was built by
Pengelley & Co. of
Adelaide in 1913, and

|
|
l

between |

service
May and July of the same

entered

yvear. ‘
" Mr Prentice said his
tram was part of a re-
placement fleet, built by
the Adelaide crowd, after
a fire in March, 1906, des-
troyed the depot and re-
duced the entire fleet of
17 trams to a heap of
frames.

Number 20 served the
ublic for five years till |
he toastrack design be- '
came obsolete and was re-
placed.

Requested

Mr Prentice said that
the toastrack design —
closed cross bench seats
with no centre aisle —
meant the conductor had
to move along the narrow,
running board to enter the
compartments from the
outside and collect his
fares.

The trams had gas-light
fittings made of brass and
displayed a notice to the
occupants: “Please hand
as mearly as possible the
exact fare to the conduc-
tor. Passengers are re-
quested to give early
notice where they desire
to be set down.”

— STEPHEN FOLEY
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The world’s sunniest place is the
Sahara Desert in the Sudan, there
are only about 80 hours a year

when it's cloudy
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The highest mountain is Mount Everest in the

Himalayas, Nepal. It is 8,848m high.

An Indian farmer eats about An American worker eats about 2,100g of
600g of food a day. This in- food a day. Thisincludes 3259 of bread and
cludes 4809 of rice, 2g of meat potatoes, 900g of meat and dairy foods
and dairy foods.

The largest shipbuilder in the world is Japan which
makes 18 million tonnes of shipping a year. (Which
is equivalent to 51 large tankers) d
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The wettest

Who has the most cars?

America has the biggest e
C\;meer with over 107 million. W92/2779 99 Colom%igm
est Germ
et G rmany is next with 18 Teioat The biggest country is the South
populated coun- USSR which covers one sixth Amen'ca”wv'\h
a rainfall o
try is China with of all the land in the world. 4,09I9rnm 2

860 million people.

The world’s tallest
building is the Sears
Roebuck and Co. office
in Chicago, which is
The largest 443m high.
desert is the
Sahara which
covers an area of
8,400,000 sq. km,
It is nearly as big
as the USA,

The emptiest countries are Libya, Mauritania and Mongolia with only one

person per sq. km.

The tallest tree in the
world is a Coast Red-
wood in California, USA.
It is 111.6m high, over
63 times taller than a
man.

Above text and illustrations reproduced from the Instant Answer Book of Countries by permission of Rigby Publisher

The fastest train service is the
new Tokaido of Japan which
averages a speed of 166 kph.

s Limited.




