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By GEORG/ STICKELS

North Warrandyte resi-
dents are preparing a sub-
mission to the coronial in-
quest being held into the
February 25 bushfire.

The submission will address
problems arising from the fire,
including roadblocks, water
supply and evacuation. This fol-
lows a public meeting, attended
by local CFA and police officers
and more than 40 residents, held
at North Warrandyte community
centre last month.

The meeting centred on events
surrounding the fire which swept
through parts of North Warran-
dyte on February 25 this year.
Residents were full of praise for
the efficiency of the CFA in con-
trolling the fire.

It was pointed out that the
prime difficulty on the day was
meeting the needs of emergency
workers fighting the fire and
those of residents seeking to pro-
tect their homes and families.

During the fire, many residents
were cut off from their homes
and even their children by roadb-
locks surrounding the fire area.
Other residents who wanted to
defend their homes were told to
evacuate.

Under the CFA Act, police and
firefighters cannot evacuate peo-
ple who have a “pecuniary inter-
est” such as their home, in the
area. However, they can prevent
residents from returning to their
home during a fire.

It is rumored police want this
changed to allow them to evacu-
ate people whose homes are
poorly defended. However, the
CFA contends that people who
stay with their home Kave an
excellent chance of saving it, pro-
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CFA praised

vilded they have prepared a fire
plan.

Several residents claimed the
Warrandyte mains water system
is inadequate. Complete loss of
water was reported at various
times during the fire. Concern
was expressed about the water
tank on Growler's Hill. Appeals to
the MMBW for information have
not brought forth an acceptable
response.

A coronial inquiry will be held
in November to review State
emergency procedures (DIS-
PLAN) used in a fire in a densely
populated area. The current dis-
aster plan was drawn up after
Ash Wednesday in 1983. Februar-
y’s fire was the first time it had
been used

The coroner, Mr Hal Hallen-
stein, visited the area on the
night of the fire. In March, the
coroner’s office invited submis-
sions from local groups, CFA and
police.

Residents at the public meet-
ing decided to prepare a separate
submission to present local
views. The Warrandyte Advisory
Committee is also preparing a
submission

A working party of five resi-
dents, including fire brigade and
police representatives, will sub-
mit residents’ main concerns to
the enquiry. Recommendations
will include:
® Establishing a resident-based
community education program
involving North Warrandyte CFA,
Shire of Eltham and police;

L] Placin¥ roadblocks on the out-
skirts of Warrandyte to divert
through traffic around the town,
not just at the bridge.

® Manning roadblocks with local
police.

® MMBW to review the water
supply to Warrandyte.

Road
hazard
relief
close

A traffic hazard at the intersec-
tion of Stintons Road and Tindals
Road should soon be eliminated
with the extension of Reynolds
Road through old orchard land,
linking it with Stintons Road

This follows advice received
by Mr Phil Honeywood, MP for
Warrandyte, from Mr Andrew
McCutcheon, Minister for Pl
ning and Housing, supporti
council planning scheme amer
ment allowing the
through property ow
and Mrs lvan P

According to
figures

past the Peter-

extension

y Mr

some 83

cles have to traverse the d
ous dog-leg bend where Stin
Road intersects with
Road.”

Mr Honeywood has ma
number of representations over
the past three years, attempting
to find a solution to the intersec-
tion problem and ensure that Mr
and Mrs Peter-Budge achieve fair
settlement for that portion of
their property affected

The planned extension is an

Cr Val Polley, Doncaster-Templestowe’s new mayor

ongrats, Mayor Val!

By CLIFF GREEN

For Val Polley, Doncaster and Templestowe’s
first “green” mayor, the road to the city’s top
elected job has been long and hard.

Val and her husband Austin have lived in
Hutchinson Avenue, Warrandyte, for 25
years. A founding member of the Warrandyte
Environment League, she first stood for
council in 1973. She was defeated by John
Scott, also of Warrandyte.

Val's commitment to the environment goes
back to her earliest years in Warrandyte. A
member of the Yarra Valley Conservation
League and the Doncaster and Templestowe
Conservation Society, she campaigned to
stop the development of Westerfolds.

She remained closely involved in com-
munity activities throughout, serving on kin-
dergarten and primary school parent bodies
and as president of the Warrandyte High
School Council for several years.

Val was founding president of the
Doncaster-Templestowe Spinners and Weav-
ers Group and a founding member of the
Friends of the Warrandyte State Park. She
was this newspaper’s first chief of staff, co-
ordinating production of the Diary during
1987 and 1988.

The campaign to save Green Wedge land
in the Park Orchards-Warrandyte area from
subdivision reached its peak during the

important part of the proposed
Northern Route, diverting
through traffic away from
randyte and Park Orchards

Doncaster and Templestowe
council has amended its | l
planning scheme, permitting a
section of the Peter-Budge prop-
erty to be classified as a pro-
posed main roads reservation

“Now that Vic Roads has been
given the go-ahead to negotiat
the purch
tion of the r-Bud
it remams to be s
vernment will comyg
cessary roadworks poste haste
Mr Honeywood said

1989 Doncaster-Templestowe council elec-
tions. Rob Gell and Val Polley stood as a
team, pledging their total opposition to such
development.

They both won resounding victories and
council immediately responded, throwing
out all proposals for rezoning the Green
Wedge. Cr Polley became chairperson of the
council committee, newly-created to report
on ways to ensure the continuing preserva-
tion and rehabilitation of the area.

Val has also served on the Middle Yarra
Advisory Committee and on council bodies
dealing with the Warrandyte townscape,
open space in the city, pest plants and the
heritage study.

Cr Polley is a policy officer with the De-
partment of Conservation and Environment.
When her two daughters reached their teens
she returned to study, graduating as a ma-
ture age student in geography and visual
arts at Monash University.

Austin Polley is production manager of a
Nunawading manufacturing company, and
both their daughters are now working
overseas.

Cr Polley is only the third woman to be
elected mayor of the City of Doncaster and
Templestowe and is the first Warrandyte
Ward councillor to become mayor since Cr
John Scott’s election in 1976.

Phil Honeywood: worked for
solution
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WARRANDYTE $159,500

TRIFFID LETTERBOX
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WARRANDYTE MUST BE THE ONLY
PLACE IN'THE WORLD WITH A

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL

NEAR NEW AUSTRALIAN HOMESTEAD STYLE TIMBER HOME
WITH BULL NOSE VERANDAH IN A QUIET COUNTRY LANE ONLY
A SHORT WALK TO VILLAGE. COMPRISES 3 BEDROOMS, 2
BATHROOMS, LARGE LOUNGE-DINING, FAMILY ROOM
FEATURES O.F.P. EXPOSED BEAMS, PINE LINED WALLS &
CEILINGS, REAR VERANDAH AND TIMBER DECK

FOR INSPECTION & FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT SOLE AGENTS:

E{pﬂrkuﬂm@_a&

AND ASSOCIATES PTY. LTD. RELV
183-187 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 844 3085
A/H: PAUL STONE 844 2486 PETER McDOUGALL 712 0322
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Neil goes belly-dancing
across a crowded room

22>

POTTERS &/ COTTAGE

LICENSED RESTAURANT
Age Good Food Guide Listed
OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

WARRANDTYE

WELDING

All materials welded.
Your place or mine.
No job too small
RING

NEIL CARTER

844 2270 844 2547
Ceramics, Glass, Paintings, Furniture etc.
844 3078
e o o
CRAFT SHOP
Jewellery, Leather, Wood, Prints etc. lEG
844 4009
oo e WAXING
Weddings and Function Enquiries Welcome
e o o Ring Lorie
: 870 6766
321 Jumping Creek Road, Warrandyte 3113
b oo B i)
SEPTEMBER
Clothes for Spring {OL kx%
Silver finger rings A
Lois Lane shoes
Leastr%ear gandc:js TAX AGENT
> AND
1@1\(«:“ St. °§ SUPERANNUATION
mfé‘s‘m“i&z P { CONSULTANT
4 Ry T, JOHN ROBERTS
e | ARG 844 2540
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Professional care and attention
for your cats and dogs.
® Kenneling services
® Pet home care
® Advice and referrals
on Cat and Dog care

ERNIE YARRA 844 3252

ADVERTISING RATES
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UNIQUE FASHION AND HAIR DESIGN

MONDAY SPECIALS
Perms $45
Tints $40
Tips $40

Price includes cut and blow-wave

5/240 YARRA STREET
WARRANDYTE

Phone 844 2689

R

Roycroft
Booksellers

OLD, RARE, & OUT OF DATE
BOOKS, CIGARETTE CARDS,
POSTCARDS

1026 MAIN RD,
ELTHAM

Ph: 439 5774

FULL RANGE OF CARDS
AND GIFTS AVAILABLE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERIES TO ALL SUBURBS
— MEMBER OF INTERFLORA —

252 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE

What had started a few weeks
ago as a table for 10 at the open-
ing night of Pasta Mania ended in
an impromptu belly-dancing ex-
travaganza starring Neil Pearson.
It was “Heavy" Harry Southall's
idea to try out our new West End
noshery, but he forgot to confirm
the table booking, didn't he. By
the time the news got through to
Neil, he had going-out clobber on
and there was no turning back;
m the time he and Bub
i at Pasta Mania, Vic and
Sandra Grybas had talked the
jovial host into improvising a ta-
ble for two, which became a
crowded table for six and eight
with the arrival of Billy Norman
and Siobhan Hedderman, and
Graeme and Bev Riddell, in that
order. To say a good (if some-
what cramped) time was had by
all is a considerable understate-
ment. And the best time of all
was had by Neil, who did a prize-
winning double act with the res-
ident belly-dancer. Heavy Harry,
who had scurried home in dis-
grace to a scrambled-eggs dinner,
doesn't know what he missed.

* * ok

How come we're picking on the
Pearsons this issue? Sheer coinci-
dence. Bub was in her Mazda the
other day, stationary and waiting
to turn out of the post office car
park, when a Wonga Park lady
backed her new Land Cruiser
into her. The WP person might
have escaped Neil's expressions
of annoyance had she not insist-
ed, in a later phone call, it had all
been Bub's fault because “she
was invisible”. Invisible? That's
funny. We could have sworn we'd
seen Bub the very next day.

* ok ok

We're sold on brighter “For Sale”
signs in those housing estates
where the orchards used to be.
“Magnificent Town  House”
doesn’t seem quite right when
town is a multitude of kilometres
away; and “Exclusive Gentle-
man'’s Residence” smacks of sex-
ism or worse. Much more accep-
table was the hoarding, just off
King Street, East Doncaster, ad-
vertising an auction of a “Cool
Pad”. One question: Does that
mean it’s air-conditioned?

* * Kk

The old town is busier than
Broadway this month. The WAA
drama group is performing The
Merchant of Venice at the Me-
chanics Institute hall on Sep-
tember 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 and
21. Warrandyte High School is
doing My Fair Lady at their thea-
tre on September 11, 12, 13, 14,
18, 19, 20, 21. And definitely not
to be outdone, the kids of War-
randyte Primary School are pres-
enting the premiere performance
of their very own jumping, danc-
ing and singing musical, Once
Upon a Time, at Karralika Thea-
tre in East Ringwood on Sep-
tember 17, 18 and 19. Break a leg,
darling.
* * h

While on matters theatrical, Greg
Stewart, ever-popular English
teacher at Warrandyte High
School, has been enjoying on-
stage liaisons with the golden-
voiced Adcock girls since 1985
when he married Joanna Adcock

in The Gondoliers. He wed Kath-
arine a couple of years later in
Oklahoma (the musical, that is)
and was her boss in Annie in
1989. This year he's Katharine's

l-voiced dustman father

little in My Fair Lady.
* ok ok

And talking of theatrical families,
WAA drama group timer Irv-
i.ngsReid appeared in group's
1959 presentation of A
summer Night's Dream. The play
was directed by Harold Baigent,
whose wife was pregnant with
son Donald at the time. Now Do-
nald Baigent is appearing as the
Prince of Morocco in the current
WAA production, The Merchant
of Venice, directed by Irving Reid.

* kK

They're a hardy lot, our Friends
of the Warrandyte State Park. On
August 8, the coldest day of the
year, when the rain was coming
down sideways and the brass
monkeys had run for cover
clutching their nether regions,
where were the Friends? Up on
Fourth Hill, pulling sweet pittos-
porums. What? Sweet pittospo-
rums, a most undesirable weed
which can grow into a tree 14
metres high and just about take
over the bush if you let it
Hundreds of sweet pittosporums
bit the dust (for “dust” read
“mud”) that day, and did the
Friends whinge at all about the
blizzard, the rain and the hail?
No. They are all-weather
warmors.

* ok k

Warrandyte footy club secretary
Norm Carrington makes no se-
cret of his pride in part-
ownership of a smarter-than-
average hayburmer named Stain-
cross Fella. He reckons it's a
good 'un and he'll tell you so —
which is a refreshing change from
a lot of horsey people who tell
you their nag couldn’t run a
drum in a one-horse race. Hones-
ty like Norm's deserves more
than he got when The Fella bolt-
ed in at Bendigo on August 27,
having performed similarly at
Werril five days earlier. Norm
took his stake along to the Pub-
Tab at The Grand, backed his
horse each-way, but cancelled
that when the on-screen tote up-
date suggested a bit of a move
for the place and that on the
nose was the way to go, value-
wise. It would have been, too,
had he filled out the card correct-
ly. For “win” Norm read “place”
and it cost him $700. There are

two dangers in relating this story:
%cy g d tha -4

again; an t non-
bettors of this town won't under-
stand a word of it anyway. A
col!imnist's life is riddled with
peril.

* ok ok

The PR people at Doncaster and
Templestowe council have asked
us to explain that the late arrival
of the special election issue of
their newsletter Update was not
their fault and they're not wear-
ing it. Most folk around here re-
ceived their copy on the Monday
after the election. Which was a
big help. The D&T minions are
hanging the blame right on Aus-
tralia Post. They say they posted
the copies with days to spare, but
they went to the wm[ll‘gl post of-
fice, or something. The Diary
knows how it feels. A couple of
months ago we thought we'd lost
the on'Final copy for a complete
issue. It took almost a week to

t from Melbourne to little old

arrandyte. For a while it looked
like we'd be filling up the pages
with Gas & Fuel Corporation re-
cipes. Heaven forbid.

* kK

This town has hosted some great
grand gargle giggles in years
past. Gus McLaren's ALP rough
red bottlings still stand supreme.
The roughest reds for miles
turned up, the parties were great
but the plonk was diabolical.
Other lousy local laughing lig-
uids spring corrosively to mind
— or what's left of it. Such as Ken
McKenzie's infamous home brew
and the Warrandyte Football
Club Premiership Port. And don't
even mention Anthony (The
Gnome) Giles-Peters and the no-
torious Lowenbrau caper. But
now those are just hungover hic-
cups from a fume-filled past. No
more rotgut. Out goes the paint-
stripper. Now something very
tasty is about to be uncorked
upon the local landscape. What
are we talking about? Sorry folks
— as the captain of the Titanic
said when they filled the last
lifeboat — you'll have to wait till
next time,

* ok k

We know our newspaper’s price-
less, but we didn't think our box
on the tree was on the way to
being declared a national trea-
sure. But there it is, provisionally
listed in the Doncaster-
Templestowe Heritage Study:
“The Diary Tree, Yarra Street, op-

site State Bank, Warrandyte"”,

at's left of it, anyway. And
while we're on the subject, it real-
ly isn't a very smart idea to leave
money for advertising in the self-
same box. Someone around this
town has very long light fingers.

; Smokey
Joe

VERTICALS
VENETIANS — MICRO SLIMLINE
HOLLANDS
SUN AWNINGS

SECURITY DOORS — SCREENS

FLYSCREENS

SECURITY LOCKS — CHAINS
FOR FREE MEASURE QUOTE

CALL TIM ORIANDER
879 9419 — 018 370 541
ALL HOURS 7 DAYS




The Test batsmen he terrorised
for a lot of years would feel much
more at ease if they could see
Rodney Hogg now. Instead of
keeping the shine on a cricket
ball, he's polishing apples.

One of Australia’s most feared
and successful postwar fast
bowlers Rodney has taken over
the greengrocery at the Goldfield
Plaza shopping centre.

It's a long, long way from the
members' end in, say, Kingston,
Jamaica, to the West End of War-
randyte, but the man who had
the world's top batsmen ducking
for cover is enthusiastic about his
new business venture,

“This is my first experience of
the greengrocery business, but |
h()é)e to maintain the high stand-
ards of freshness and service that
Warrandyte has come to expect,”
he said.

Rodney and Denise Hogg have
lived in Warrandyte for five years
— a fact that has escaped a lot
of local cricket fans. They have

two children, Matthew, 7, and
Lauren, 3.

Rodney was “just another Shef-
field Shield bowler" until he was
thrust into the Australian team
after the defection of Dennis Lil-
lee and Jeff Thomson to Kerry
Il’ggléer's World Series Cricket in

In his first Test season, he
claimed 41 England wickets at an
average of 12.65. It is still a re-
cord for an Ashes series.

Rodney had the classic fast
bowler's temperament — that is,
he regarded every opposing bats-
man as the sworn enemy. An
asthmatic, he rarely warmed up
before opening an attack and his
first couple of overs were often at
less than medium pace. But
when he fired up he was capable
of sustaining fearsome speed.

He took 123 wickets in eight
years of Test cricket and retired
this year after District coaching
stints at Waverley and Northcote.

Rod

Housing site leased

By DAVID WYMAN

Warrandyte looks set to get its
first public housing on the site of
the old “quarry disaster” houses
in Webb Street. After almost two
years of deferments, the Ministry
of Housing has just signed a lease
for the one-acre site with the
Warrandyte Quarry Disaster
Trust.

It is expected that the old
houses, built in 1936 for the fam-
ilies of two men killed in a quarry
accident and now in a state of
disrepair, will be demolished.
Four houses will be built on the
land and rented to families which
pass the ministry's eligibility
criteria.

The Warrandyte community,
through a committee yet to be
established, will be able to nom-
inate tenants for two of the
houses.

The ministry, which has full
responsibility for the land, will
pay $1 per annum rent for the
site to the trust. The site is
bounded by Webb Street, Brack-
enbury Street and Sloans Road.

Trustees signed the lease
about mid-August and the minis-
try signed on August 27. The
lease is for 55 years, after which

The two men who were killed in 1934 in a quarry slide in

Husseys

Lane, South Warrandyt

e, were working for sustenance

at the time. Each left a wife and five children.
Their deaths in such tmfic circumstances became major
news in Melbourne and parliamentary and public support was

promptly forthcoming.

A public meeting held in Warrandyte at the time resulted in
an alppeal for money and materials to build houses for the
ies.

fami

The two houses were built and used by the families, but as

the children grew up the

moved on and the houses were

eventually rented to other families in need.

the property will revert back to
the trust. If the ministry wishes to
extend the lease and upgrade the
houses, the trust probably would
agree, according to trustee Peter
Harkin.

Mr Harkin told the Diary that
the whole aim of the project was
to provide emergency housing
stock in the Warrandyte area.
“It’s not costing the community
anything. We believe it's a good
deal,” he said. “It satisfies the
original intent of the trust to the
letter.”

Mr Harkin said he had a meet-
ing on August 21 with the minis-
try's zone and region managers
at which he expressed the trus-

tees’ desire for the public hous-
ing project to go ahead as soon
as possible.

“It’s taken the ministry a very
long time to do their feasibility
study. The public meeting in War-
randyte where this project was
first unveiled was held on Octob-
er 4, 1989, he recalled.

The zone and region managers
had said they perceived a need
for public housing in Warrandyte
and “they want to give it top
priority and kick it along”

The trustees held about
$18,000 in 1989 in the Quarry
Disaster Trust Fund, but this had
been depleted by payment of
rates and other charges. From

now on, however, the interest on
this fund will be distributed to
worthy local causes.

In the meantime, one of the
houses is being used under a
sub-leasing arrangement with lo-
cal emergency housing group,
Assisi House. The other house is
not habitable and is being used
by the three local fire brigades
for training exercises. Ultimately,
this house will be destroyed in
fire exercises by the brigades.

Mr Phil Honeywood, MP for
Warrandyte, said he had been
“very frustrated by the handling
of the project by the bureau-
cracy”. The government had ap-
peared to have made a commit-
ment to public housing in War-
randyte, but the Ministry of
Housing had constantly delayed
and deferred a resolution on the
lease agreement.

“Given that the department
will be obtaining the land for a
peppercorn rental, the only cost
to the taxpayers will be the cost
of constructing the proposed un-
its,” Mr Honeywood said.

“l am appalled that in the
midst of a recession, with many
needing public housing, it has
taken so long to get a final com-
mitment from the ministry.”

“It’s a disaster, all right!"

Pavilion robbed

The Warrandyte recreation re-
serve pavilion was robbed last
month for the fourth time in two
years.

Thieves who jemmied open
the front door of the rooms
shared by the local football and
cricket clubs escaped with cash,
a television set, video recorder,
liquor and cigarettes. Losses are
estimated at thousands of dol-
lars. Most of the property is co-
vered by insurance.

The thieves struck on the night
of Monday, August 26, and the
robbery was discovered by as-
sistant bar manager Kim Mul-
cahy the following afternoon.

Warrandyte Football Club offi-

cials had blamed “young ama-
teurs” for the previous robberies,
but said the latest raid appeared
to have been the work of
professionals.

“They took only the packaged
beer. They didn’t bother with the
loose bottles and cans,” said
WFC vice-president Geoff Fel-
tham. “They even took food out
of the freezer and we believe
they left the microwave only be-
cause it was bolted down.”

Security at the clubrooms is
certain to be upgraded in the
wake of last month’s theft

“We are looking at burglar
alarms, among other things,” Mr
Feltham said

N

5.M. JONES PHARMACY

We stock

— HAIR CARE
— BABY NEEDS
— GIFTS/TOYS

— EAR PIERCING

— COSMETICS (INCL. LENTHERIC & BEAUTY
WITHOUT CRUELTY NATURAL RANGE)

— HEALTH CARE AIDS (SALE/HIRE)

— SKIN CARE BY CYCLAX

— RANGE OF FRENCH FRAGRANCES

— CROSS-LINKED ELASTIN

— PHOTO NEEDS (KODAK)
— INSTANT PASSPORT PHOTOS

WEST END OPEN 7 DAYS

10-2 SUN

9-9 MON TO FRI
10-12 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

163 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
98 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte

9-5 SAT

844 3530
844 2029

— THE BAKERY

RE-OPENED BY THE

— ROBB FAMILY —

WOODFIRED OVEN BAKED
TRADITIONAL OLD STYLE BREADS
® PJES - PASTIES - SAUSAGE ROLLS

® CAKES ® CROISSANTS

ALL BAKED ON PREMISES
OPEN 7 DAYS

193-197 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE 844 1809

100 year Bakehouse - opposite Mechanics Institute Hall.
Inspections welcome.
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With one more election cam-
paign behind us and as campaign
manager for Louise Joy, | would
like to thank each and every
member of the team, on Louise's
behalf

This one was hard and unpre-
dictable, and in the final analysis,
after primary votes were count-
ed, Louise had to get an incred-
ible 67 per cent of Bob Cox's
preferences. Louise got the 67
per cent — and more — to
emerge victorious

While the team comprised
some 80 people across the whole
Warrandyte Ward, with each per-
son contributing to the total ef-
fort, some deserve special
mention

David Wyman did a splendid
job on publicity, arranging print-
ing of the brochures and how-to-
vote cards within the limited time
available. Jacky Law and her
team were once more our star
fundraisers. With husband Simon,
Jacky also made her home avail-
able for the post election get-
together

Graham Atkinson was always
there to do anything that needed
doing throughout the campaign
Councillors Val Polley and Vern
Denford supported Louise at the
polling booths throughout the
day. Thanks also to Lil White-

Campaigners thank team

head who brought the early shift
at Warrandyte Primary School a
welcome flask of coffee.

Special thanks must go to Bob
Cox, who exchanged preferences
with Louise, thus ensuring her
victory. Louise supported the
team throughout the day, spend-
ing long hours meeting people at
the polling booths.

In the spirit of our communi-
ties, two people handing out
how-to-vote cards for rival candi-
dates were overheard arranging
to adjourn for a couple of well-
earned beers together when their
shift finished

Our congratulations must go
to Richard Schurmann and his
team on their superb effort north
of the river, getting their candi-
date Bill Penrose home with such
a large margin

Finally, it was nice to see so
many young people taking part
in the campaign, as the day will
come when it will be their tumn to
run the team

Bruce Bence,
Brackenbury Street

Hard work
behind win

I would like to take the opportun-
ity to publicly thank the team
who worked so hard to achieve
the win for Warrandyte in the

recent local government
election
Bruce Bence as campaign

manager organised the letter box
drops and polling booth duty
with 80 helpers involved. Al-
though election day was fine,
there were many people tramp-
ing the streets in the rain during
the previous week. David Wyman
prepared the pamphlet. Robina
and Tony Summers of Pigeon
Bank Studios took the photo

I would also like to pay my
respects to Bob Cox who raised
the important issues of valua-

tions from his personal expe-
rience, and to salute my second
time opponent Daryl Cox in our

+ democratic struggle through the

ballot box.

Of most importance | would
like to thank the voters who
fought this close election in War-
randyte Ward for the City of Don-
caster and Templestowe.

Thanks to Lee Tindale, Cliff
Green, Jan Tindale and the Diary
team for the even handed cover-
age of the candidates.

Thanks also to Jackie Law,
Roger Kibell and all performers
at the fund raising pre-election
concert.

Louise Joy,
Brackenbury Street

Footpath
needs repair
I walk every day, and I'm not the

only one. Several other pension-
ers besides myself use the Yarra

If every picture tells a story
then this photo is a tale of
academic achievement
Pictured are Warrandyte
High School students (from
left) Chris Condos, Julie Byrne,
Karen Bolden and Melita Wat-
kins who are proof that the
demands of the new VCE can
be met with hard work, dedica-
tion and enthusiasm

Each of the high-flying stu-
dents received mostly A grades
in their mid-year results and are
looking towards even greater
things In semester two.
Year 12 students, Chris

Kar-

Top marks earned

en and Melita are tackling a
course which is a mixture of old
and new VCE subjects while
Julie Byme and another top
student Chris Scott (not pic-
tured), are studying the new
year 11 VCE course 3

With their respective goals in
mind, the students have clearly
listed their priorities according-
ly and, in doing so, appear to
have set course for a very suc-
cessful and rewarding future
Their efforts are to be
commended

Kym Smith

Street footpaths from Stiggants
Reserve to the bridge shops and
down to Harry Heat%s.

The doctor has told me to
walk because of my arthritis, but
all the stones on the footpath are
getting washed away and it's very
rough.

| think we should have proper
footpaths sealed with tar like
they have done in Research.
They should also fix up the roads
because the bus drivers are going
mad about the pot holes.

Beryl Stanes
Stigﬁmls Street
/arrandyte

Money buys
equipment

On behalf of the Warrandyte
Community Child Care Co-
operative, through the Diary, |
would like to thank the Warran-
dyte market for the generous do-
nation of $200.

We are a “parent run” organi-
sation and rely on fund raising
activities to buy equipment for
our centre. The money will grate-
fully be used to purchase new
manipulative equipment for our
children

Pam Booth,
Warrandyte Community Child
Care Co-operative Ltd

Women play
vital role

As far back as the first white
settlement in Australia, women
were there working with men,
and though their contribution
was unrecorded and unassessed,
it was vital to the family exist-
ence and a major part of the
making of Australia. What we as

Australians owe these women,
may never be known.

oday women have the choice
of slaying home or going out to
“paid” work, or combining the
two. Whatever the choice, wom-
en realise that a job well done
(“paid” or not) is a chance to
convey identity, prestige and self
respect.

Depending upon personal
values, some regard work as; a
mere livelihood or the most sig-
nificant part of their lives; or an
expression of self or a duty.

0 others yet again, it is the
chance to make a worthwhile
contribution to society. The
women who work as volunteers
at the local opportunity shop are
an example of this.

As a regular customer, the one
worker that springs most readily
to mind is Lil. Lil, a local resident
for 30 years, and a volunteer for
six years, currently works at the
shop three days a week. The
hours are long and the work is
demanding, and all with no
monetary gain to herself. Why,
one asks, does she work so hard?

The answer lies in the fact that
historically Warrandyte has a
strong sense of community, and
is intent on helping residents
who may fall behind in life's op-
portunities for one reason or
another.

Lil is a living example of this
supportive spirit. As a regular
customer, this is a chance to
publicly thank Lil and the other
workers for their efforts. Who
else would have worked at the
two previous establishments in
such poor conditions, simply to
help others in need.

Thank you Lil, and may you
enjoy your time in your rather
luxurious surroundings at the
new Community Centre. So often
in the past, women’s vital role in
history and society has been
overlooked. Don't let this be the
case with these tireless workers.
Drop in and say “thanks” be-
cause | shudder to think where
we would be without them and
the service they so generously
offer.

Melissa Pritchard,
Yarra Street.
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Your Independen

PERMARKET

tly Owned

WE HAVE

STRESS MANAGEMENT
RIGHT HERE
IN WARRANDYTE!

Learn the art of relaxation and stress management
in the ancient traditions of YOGA. . . .
exercises and postures specially designed
to restore health and harmony in your life.

Your introductory class is FREE!
Ring Lyn Colenso on 844 1128 or 712 0610

BHAVA SCHOOL of YOGA
© CREATIVE DANCE

i&“ 50 West End Road, Warrandyte, 3113

7 Pancakes on the Yarra

Not Just Pancakes

Full A LA CARTE MENU
- & CHILDREN'S MENU

HOURS: 11.00am — 11.00pm Wednesday — Sunday
282 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 3113
Phone: 844 3674

Group functions a Specialty

BYO

Diary Advertising gets results




Yokels
draw
crowds

A growing number of acoustic
and semi-acoustic bands, bal-
ladeers, poets, comics and ra-
conteurs (accomplished and
not-so-accomplished) are get-
ting together with friends and
admirers for Sunday after-
noon Local Yokels at Warran-
dyte’s Grand Hotel.

“Yokels” organiser, Jona-
than Ashley, says it all started
more than a year ago for bud-
ding artists and “old farts” to
encourage each other and
trade ideas over a “cool one”
in the local pub. But it has
also become an oprortunlty
for people to hear live local
acts and share a drink with
friends at the end of a busy
weekend.

Jonathan told the Diary:
“The place is packed out eve;
time “Local Yokels” is on. All

sorts turn up; toddlers to
grannies. Everyone has a
great time and it's free.

“The increasing success of

the thing has meant that the
rub has n trying to talk us
nto holding it upstairs where

there is more room. We've
been reluctant to meddle with
a winning formula but renova-
tions downstairs over the next
couple of months has finally
forced the inevitable.”

A regular at Yokels said,
“It's got so popular now that
ou've got to ‘ﬁe( there earl
¥or a seat. It will be so muc
better upstairs. Everyone will
be able to get in on the

action.”

For Jonathan one of the
most satisfying things is
watching artists develop their
craft grow as performers
with each show.

“Some names are well
known around town, but some
of our most exciting stuff is

coming from ageope whose
vely

talent was rel unknown
in Warrandyte before Yokels,”
he said.

There is something for eve-
ryone. Acapalandiby produ-
ces some of the finest harmo-
nies; Craig Woodward is the
wizard of Frailing Ole-time
Banjo; Paterson's Curse has
that Celtic/High lonesome
sound; Platform Souls is great
country/swing; Bill and Joy
present original country son?s;
Rosie Gardner is a polished sin-
fer/songwrller, Jock McNeish
s the stand-up cartoonist and
Richard Schurmann a bush
raconteur.

Finer Times does mellow
covers; Alex Barlas’' Jazz ‘n’
Swing Band is big and brassy;
Loose Ends is a 50s rock duo;
Mark Leehy and Kevin McNam-
ara — our favorite Australian
bush maestros; Febrile Ma-
genta is a high taste classical
guitar quartet; Cralg Horne
plays rh ‘n’ blues stand-

and originals; and Jona-
than Ashley performs tradi-
tional folk ads.

If you're an acoustic/semi-
acoustic act, t, raconteur
or comic and would like to

rform free of charge to a
ive crowd, contact Jonathan
Ashley on 844 3953 (AH).

“Local Yokels” happens
three more times this year
from 2.30 to 5.30pm on Sep-
tember 15, October 20 and No-
vember 24.
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Problems plague
West End shops

By GEORGI STICKELS

Improving the roads at Warran-
dyte’'s West End solves just one
of several problems at the shop-
ping centre, say residents, shop
owners and the Doncaster and
Templestowe City Council.

Local residents will be well
aware of the road-works under-
way in Colin Avenue, Drysdale
Road and Leber Street, seen by
many as a much needed im-
provement. Before construction
began the roads were described
by one council worker as steep
and rutted with severe dust and
drainage problems.

The roadworks, scheduled for
completion in four months, will
seal the roads and provide kerbs,
footpaths and better drainage.
Access to Anderson’s Creek Prim-
ary School and nearby homes
will be cleaner and safer, espe-
cially for children walking to and
from school.

Councillor Val Polley wel-
comed the improvements but
said they were not enough.

“The potholes in Melbourne
Hill Road are appalling and park-
ing and circulation very poor, es-
pecially at Goldfields Plaza,” she
said. “l hate having to fiddle
tsll:mugl} carparks to reach

ops.’

Cr Polley criticised the “very
poor layout™ of blocks of shops
in the area and said the owners of
each complex had “wasted op-
portunities” by not working to-
Felher. She said she “feels sorry
or the shopkeepers . . . it proba-

Work underway at Colin Avenue

bly hampers trade.” Unfortunate-
ly it is too late to change.

The shops most severely af-
fected are the six constructed off
Colin Avenue. Despite more than
adequate parking, each shop has
seen several businesses come
and go since opening a few years
ago and one shop is still vacant.

Tenants say the distance from
mainstream traffic and dust from
Colin Avenue are the main
problems.

Owner of the shops Edmund
N% said he has difficulty keeping
all leases filled. The situation is
not yet serious enough for him to
consider closing the shops and
he hopes the completed road-
works and boosted advertising
will solve the problem.

Tenants in other shops also
hope business will improve after
Colin Avenue is completed. The
Warrandyte Flower Basket and
Needles and Pins, which front
Colin Avenue and Melbourne Hill
Road both say dust during
summer damaged their stock
and made a “shocking” mess
They say poor parking facilities
and potholes on Melbourne Hill
Road also affect their businesses.

Mr Milton Karis, who runs the
hardware store, agrees. He said
Melbourne Hill Road was “an an-
noying series of potholes™ and
also dangerous.

He said drain covers were be-
coming exposed as the road wea-
thered away, posing a risk to cus-
tomers' tyres and parking was
inadequate.

However, like Colin Avenue,

Melbourne Hill Road is a private
road so council street repairs
must be paid for by residents
who in this case are the shop
owners. Mr Karis said these costs
will be passed on to tenants like
himself, who already face some
hardship.

Theo Niakalous, at Doncaster
and Templestowe council offices,
explained private roads to ‘the
Diary'.

He said when Warrandyte was
originally subdivided the owners
of each subdivision did not have
to service roads on their proper-
ty and those left unserviced were
called private roads.

Properties on serviced roads,
with drains, footpaths and a
sealed surface, are worth more
than unserviced lots. Mr Niakal-
ous said people who bought land
in private roads should have paid
$18,000 - 20,000 less for their
land. “They're mugs if they paid
more,” he said.

A private road is still a public
thoroughfare and the council can
decide when and how it will be
serviced. Residents must bear
the costs but the council may
contribute some funding to the
project, and offers loans to resi-
dents who can't afford to pay the
required $18,000 or so “up front”.

Mr Niakalous said the council
tried to avoid unnecessary work
which costs ratepayers. “We are
not in the habit of bulldozing
things unnecessarily,” he said.

It became necessary to service
the West End area for environ-
mental reasons. Dust affects air
quality and poor drainage can
cause excessive silt and rubbish
to run into the Yarra. Long-term
noise and erosion are also min-
imised by the road development.

Mr Niakalous said the council
planning committees “try to be
aware of people's needs” placing
safety and the environment be-
fore aesthetics. About com-
plaints that gutters and footpaths
create suburbia in Warrandyte,
he said residents had to re-
member “it's not really bush in
Warrandyte but it's in the greater
metropolitan area”. Safe roads
are of greatest importance.

There are no plans yet to ser-
vice Melbourne Hill Road, but the
project will be considered after
current works are completed.

Office dispute nears resolution

The dispute over occupancy of
the old post office in Yarra Street
may be approaching some sort of
resolution. A meeting was held
on August 12 at which members
of Doncaster and Templestowe
council met with representatives
of local groups to try to deter-
mine future occupancy.

It had been su ted that the
Citizens Advice Bureau may be
more appropriately housed in the
Warrandyte. Hstorical Society

e tori iety
tald:;? over the entire post office

buil
Mem of the Post Office

Preservation Group attended,
utting their case that they were
Rappy with the present “dual”
occupanz, as the daily attend-
ance by the CAB meant that the
building was always in use and
accessible and the CAB benefited
from the interest in the building
which brought people inside.
The CAB representatives ex-
pressed some concern about the
additional cost to them with the
suggested move, finding it cur-
ious that anyone would want to
change something that was
working so well.
Historical society representa-

tives put a strong case for taking
over the old post office. They
argued that the historic buildinj
is an obvious venue for a loc
museum.

They were without adequate
funds to establish a museum in
the community centre and felt
the society would dissolve com-

letely unless they were able to
ave more than the HIfzresent two
rooms in the post office.

The meeting, chaired by the
new mayor, Cr Val Polley,
reached no agreement and coun-
cillors and council officers are

faced with making a difficult de-
cision which may not suit all
parties.

The Diary understands that
since the meeting, the Citizens
Advice Bureau has decided to re-
locate in the new community
centre on the understanding that
council will help finance the
move.

It is also believed that the tour-
ist information service, operated
as an adjunct to the CAB, could
remain at the old post office, thus
allowing the building to be open
more often

LOPPED FELLED & REMOVED

Sevicing the Diamond Valley and surrounding disfricts.

D & J METCALF 437 1636

TREES

‘by the professionals’ specialising in
® DANGEROUS TREE REMOVAL
e STORM DAMAGE EMERGENCY
24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
® STUMP REMOVAL
® TRAVEL TOWERS
e BRANCH MULCHERS
® STUMP EATER
® PROMPT NO OBLIGATION
FREE QUOTE

Complete insurance cover.

VILLAGE

QUALITY MEATS
in the heart of Warrandyte Village

Outstanding Quality Guaranteed

Old Fashioned Service

Phone Orders Welcome

Specialising in:
Aged Steaks
Homemade sausages

158 YARRA STREET
WARRANDYTE

844 4017

ESTABLISHED 1890

Mini excavator for confined areas one metre wide

BOBCAT .BACKHOE
TRUCK

FOR HIRE
Ph: 844 1748

R DONCASTER @if=4 TEMPLESTOWE

CITY OF DONCASTER =
& TEMPLESTOWE
113 bk
UPDATE

Councils newsletter “Update” is distributed by
Progress Press in a letterbox delivery of 34000
and 1840 copies are mailed to properties which
cannot be serviced by the letterbox delivery.
There are still small areas in which “Update” is
not being received. Residents, who are not
receiving the newsletter and wish to do so,
should notify the editor by writing to:

The Editor

“Update”

PO. Box 1

Doncaster 3108.
Residents who are receiving copies both by
mail and household delivery would assist by
notifying us and we will remove them from the
mailing list.
Patrick McDonnell
Editor o
“Update”
2280
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SELLING
BUYING
RENTING

For professional, prompt and
obligation FREE service

REILV

AND ASSOCIATES PTY. LTD.
ESTABLISHED 1958

AUCTIONEERS, ESTATE AGENTS & SWORN VALUERS
183-187 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE

844 3085 844 3751

After hours: PAUL STONE 844 2486

PETER McDOUGALL 712 0322

i Other offices at Hurstbridge & Templestowe

WARRANDYTE MECHANICS
INSTITUTE AND ARTS ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED

PAINTING BARGAIN SALE

Exhibition of member’s paintings for sale
in the Potter's Workshop behind hall
in Mitchell Avenue

Sunday 6th October '91, 10am to 4pm
Contact Pauline Cross 439 1775

MITCHELL AVE. AND YARRA ST.
P.O. Box 150, Warrandyte 3113

By BRUCE BENCE

A link with one of the district's
oldest families was broken with
the sudden death, on July 8, of
Stan Houghton. The Houghton
family story is very much part
of the Warrandyte story.

James Houghton arrived in
Victoria from Boarhurst in
Hampshire, England in 1854,
coming almost immediately to
the Anderson's Creek goldfield.

James's sister Ruth and her
husband James Grey Russell
also came to live in Warran-
dyte, settling in what is now
Russell Roa(t where their orig-
inal home still stands.

Another of James's sisters,
Miriam, also came to Warran-
dyte with her husband, Henry
Stiggant. The Stiggant family
struck it lucky almost imme-
diately with the discovery of
rich gold reefs, among them the
Masterton and the Pigtail

The Houghton family bought
land opposite the Anderson's
Creek cemetery gates.

George Houghton's first job
was at the Victory mine in
Whipstick Gully. With his broth-
er Harry, he was among a
number of young Warrandyte

men who went seeking gold to
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie in
Western Australia.

In between trips to the west,
George married a Warrandyte
girl, May Forden. They lived in
the residence in the school
grounds, then built a house on
the corner of Harris Gully Road.

Later George worked clear-
ing trees and filling old mine
shafts. He also worked on
buildings in the area, including
“The Robins” Penleigh Boyd's
home in Kangaroo Ground
Road. He ran a small orchard,
milked a few cows and cut and
delivered firewood.

George and May Houghton
had ten children. They all at-
tended school at Warrandyte
Primary, with Stan completin
his education at Richmon
Technical School.

Stan Houghton was the
youngest. Each Saturday he
had to clean his brothers'
cricket gear, using white clay
dug from the gully that runs
beside Blair Street. The Hought-
ons had at least one member
playing cricket for Warrandyte
for 40 years.

Two of Stan's brothers —
Alan and Eddie — captained

——STAN HOUGHTON
Pioneer link broken

the Warrandyte football team.
Stan played football for Ring-
wood and East Ringwood.

Stan's parents, George and
May Houghton, lost their house
and all their possessions in the
1939 bushfire. Aged in their late
50s, they were forced to start
again.

Upon leaving school, Stan
worked on a poulty farm at
Cheltenham. He also worked in
the taxation department before
ioininF the police force in 1950,
shortly after marrying Fay. He
achieved top marks during his
recruit training course.

Stan and Fay Houghton lived
in a cottage in South Warran-
dyte before moving to the pres-
ent family home in Sunbeam
Avenue, East Ringwood.

During Stan's early career in
the police force he was stati-
oned at various city locations,
including three and a half years
at Victona Docks where he re-
ceived a commendation. Fol-
lowing a second commenda-
tion, he transferred to the CIB
at Russell Street, then to Kew
CIB where he was officer in
charge.

In 1971, Stan was promoted
to Nunawading CIB as officer in

Stan Houghton

charge with the rank of senior
sergeant. In February 1977, af-
ter 27 years service, he was
disch from the force be-
cause of ill health,

He spent a number of his
retirement years researching
his family background. Stan
was a valued member of the
Warrandyte Historical Society.
He had a vast knowledge of
local history. Those who at-
tended the society's seminar
last year will recall Stan’s tales
of old Warrandyte and its
people.

Stan and Fay had four child-
ren and 11 grandchildren. Stan
is buried in the Anderson's
Creek cemetery, where so
many of his ancestors and rela-
tions have found their last rest-
ing place.

Project improves beach

Story and picture by
INGRID KLEINHENZ

The Sandy Bay beach in Jumping
Creek Reserve has been deve-
loped to stop erosion and degra-
dation caused by overuse

Over the past six months War-
randyte State Park employees
have worked to rejuvenate the
area.

“The aim was to make it all
look natural because there is a
danger in over-developing the
site,” ranger lan Roach told the
Diary.

The works include provision of
more than 30 car spaces to stop
visitors “parking everywhere”

A system of underground
drainage has also been con-
structed to prevent storm water

* from the road flooding the river

bank and causing erosion

The second stage of develop-
ment involved regeneration of
the river bank. Tracks between
the information shelter, the river
and other facilities have been
constructed to promote flora
growth.

Access to the river bank has
also been simplified by a stone
stairway.

With assistance from Friends
of the Warrandyte State Park, em-
ployees have created a vegeta-
tion buffer zone between the car
park and the river.

This regeneration plot was
fenced to prevent rabbit sabot-
age, and growth is stabilising the
river bank.

Willow trees on the opposite
side of the river that were caus-
ing erosion have been uprooted
so the niver flows its natural

Ranger lan Roach points out recent upgrading.

course instead of being deflected
on to the bank.

Imported granitic sand has
strengthened the Sandy Bay area
and there are signs that the river
is depositing silt and building up
the nver

Work is still to be completed
on the information booth,

grasses will be planted in the
spring, and a viewing platform is
to be constructed.

However after many months of
labor Warrandyte State Park has
its own beach, and it is hoped the
delicate bush area will withstand
the test of summer and its many
visitors.

HOUSE
CLEANING

Trustworthy and
reliable lady
available for

house cleaning

>tarial
Services
* Laser Printing—
» Desktop Publishing

2 |

it gy $10.00 per hour
ing
Janine & gmnm' Ph: Sue
B4 1216 8441724
e

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

— Taxation Retum Preparation
— Hectronic Lodgement Service
— Accounting & Business Consultants

SHORP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
844 2661 A/H 844 2540

O’BRIEN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accouniants

ferns, pots, tubs.

WARRANDYTE PRIMARY

SPRING GARDEN SHOW

SATURDAY OCT 13 & SUNDAY OCT 14

Flog your plants, garden accessories, gnomes, midgets, furniture,

BOOK A STALL FOR JUST $30
Ring Janet George 844 2695 or the school 844 3537

PETER GARDINER LL.B

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

® Family Law

Tel: 844 1111

for Legal Work including:
® Property Conveyancing

e Court Representation
e Will and Estates

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road)

WEST END WARRANDYTE

A.H. 844 1192

Fax: 844 1792

BARBARA BALL

Artistic, kindly frnend

All who knew Barbara Ball will be
saddened to hear of her passing.

Barbara and her family came
to Warrandyte from Tasmania
more than 30 years ago.

She will be remem as a
true friend, a gentle, kindly and
artistic woman who loved nature
and as a wonderful wife and

She also wrote short stories
which have been published in
The Sun newspaper, The Bulletin
and other Australian and over-
seas periodicals.

Her memory will be treasured
by her family and friends and her
passing mourned by all who had
contact with her.

mother.

Eltham council has changed the

timing of its North Warrandyte
gprogam.

The council's existin| mt;d
maintenance program for the
area has been completed annual-
ly from June to August, but the
results can often be unsatisfacto-
ry at this time of ﬁr

Consequently the shire has de-
cided to reschedule its

changed

North Warrandyte have been res-
tricted as much as ible to
light maintenance, with a more
comprehensive treatment pro-
posed for early 1992.

The shire’s program aims to

provide ment and private
unsealecf roads with an annual
maintenance ﬁ.

The new le will be com-
pleted by October with details

available from the shire's engi-
neering office, 430 1289.
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Nicole ready for work in the state park

Park work is the
life for Nicole

Story and picture by
INGRID KLEINHENZ

Former jillaroo and contract
musterer Nicole Howey is
proving her versatility at
Warrandyte State Park.
Nicole is filling in for Dav-
id Van Bokle for three
months as a technical assist-
ant or TA 1 ranger, after
starting at the park five
years ago as a volunteer.

She is now the onl e'smrk
staff member quallfr to
chop down trees, and is also
an accredited chain saw op-
erator and instructor. She
has licences to drive a front-
end loader as well as a fire
tanker.

Nicole has always enjoyed
living and working in the
bush. She was a jillaroo for
six months in central
Queensland and worked as
a contract musterer in the
Northern Territory.

In Victoria Nicole studied
ecology and plant identifica-
tion through the State Go-
vernment’s Youth Guarantee
scheme. At the same time
she began construction and

maintenance work in Fern-
tree Gully and then joined
the Warrandyte State Park
summer crew. She has re-
mained there since as a con-
struction and maintenance
worker.

It is obvious that Nicole
enjoys her job. She told the
Diary: “I get along well with
everyone here and every day
changes.”

Nicole’s enthusiasm was
tested, however, when fight-
ing the bushfire that swept
through northern Warran-
dyte only this year.

“It came through so quick-
ly and it was so hot that the
four wheel drive tyres
caught on fire,” Nicole said.

Since filling the position
as TA 1 ranger, Nicole’s di-
verse duties have also in-
cluded giving talks to school
groups on gold history.

Nicole’s ambition is to
become a full-time ranger.
She plans to study horticul-
ture next year and hopes to
do a certificate in applied
science.

It was apparent to the
Diary that she is definitely
the woman for the job.

Warrandyte Cellars
152 Yarra Street Warrandyte
and

Pancakes on the Yarra
282 Yarra Street Warrandyte
present

THE PETER LEHMAN
FOOD AND WINE NIGHT

A rare opportunity to meet
this famous winemaker

DATE: Tuesday 12th November

TIME: 7.30 pm

COST: $35 per head N
PROGRAM: Three course meal with a

selection of Peter Lehmann's
finest wines.

FOR BOOKINGS, PLEASE PHONE
PETER MAHER on 844 3282

Mistletoe maligned

By PAT COUPAR v
Drawings: MELANIE COUPAR

They hang from the trees like
festive decorations. Their red
candelabra-like flowers are visit-
ed by an array of insects and
nectar-feeding birds. Dozens of
black and white butterflies come,
seeking not only the flowers, but
the leaves on which to lay their
S,
ucculent berries attract color-

ful parrots, silvereyes and anoth-
er more secretive bird. Marsup-
ials, such as possums and glid-
ers, venture out at night to feed
on the flowers and fruit.

Whether you like them or
loathe them, mistletoes are a fa-
miliar feature of the Australian
bush. They are found in every
mainland state, but strangely are
absent from Tasmania. In all
there are 75 species spread over
a wide variety of plant commun-
ities: from coastal mangroves to
high mountains and from the arid
interior to tropical rainforest.

Many are specific to one t
of tree — there is even a mistle-
toe which grows only on another
species of mistletoe! They favor
trees at the very edges of the
forest, along roadsides and in
paddocks. Land clearance has
undoubtedly aided the prolifera-
tion of the mistletoe.

Most form pendulous clumps,
anchored by a single attachment
where the roots penetrate the

mistletoe bird
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GEOFF FELTHAM
WALL & FLOOR TILER
PHONE: 8449 2955

298 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 3113

LAURIE'S %

Carpentry — Handyman Services
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Carports, decks, fencing, pergolas
ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE
PHONE: 844 3306, 844 1530 FAX: 844 1967

bark of the tree. Mistletoes are
semi-parasitic, taking only water
and minerals from their host;
sugars are manufactured by their
own green leaves.

Tree deaths are often attribut-
ed to mistletoes. However, other
less visible factors, such as
drought, changes in soil quality,
fungal or insect attack, are al-
most certainly involved in the
decline and death of these trees.

Mistletoe owes its existence al-
most entirely to one bird, not
surprisingly called the mistletoe
bir? This small, swallow-like bird
is found wherever there are mis-
tletoes.

Despite the dark, steely-blue
plumage and startling scarlet

breast of the male, the bird is
rarely seen because it is so tiny
and spends most of its time in
the tree tops. The birds are semi-
nomadic feeding almost exclu-
sively on ripe mistletoe berries.
Although other birds and animals
also eat the fruit of mistletoes, it
is only this bird which has a
specialised digestive system that
allows the seed to pass through
rapidly with its sticky coating
intact.

Most birds, when excreting,
perch across a tree branch so
their droppings fall to the
ground. However, the adroit mis-
tletoe bird aligns itself lengthwise
and deposits its dropping directly
onto the branch. The mistletoe
seed, expelled in the dropping,

adheres to the branch where it
will germinate.

The olive-green leaves of
drooping mistletoe are unmistak-
able as they festoon many euca-
lypts in Warrandyte. Grey mistle-
toe is another species which oc-
curs here, but it is less noticeable
and only on wattle trees.

atever the species, they all
rely on the minute mistletoe bird
as a courier for their seeds. The
bird is not the only animal which
has a special relationship with
this exceptional plant. Some of
the most beautiful butterflies
that grace our gardens and bush-
land in Warrandyte, only exist
because of their intimate associ-
ation with the much maligned
mistletoe.

Gospel

The Community Church ga-
thered together a bank of
workers last month to transform
what was the original Gospel
Chapel

The church which now meets
at the rear of the squash courts
invited several of its ex-members
now working with mission groups
further afield to return and renew
acquaintances from August 1924,

Apart from working to%ether at
what is now known as the Play-

oup Centre, the whole church
amily enjoyed a weekend at Phil-
lip Island for the annual family
camp.

People returning to work on
the chapel project included: John
Caton, manager of Mobile Mis-
sion Maintenance in South Aus-
tralia; Geoff Hanson, eral se-
cretary of MMM and Neil Press,
soon to travel to Zambia with his
family to work on MMM aid pro-
jects for the next three years.

Chapel receives facelift

MMM is a worldwide
Australian-based aid organisation
majoring in assistance with build-
ing projects to those in need.
Since its inception in 1975 ap-
roximately 2000 projects have
been  camied out  using
volunteers.

Also in Warrandyte were Cha-
rles Gray, a radio presenter and
representative of the World Ra-
dio Missionary Fellowship and
Colin Story, Ed Bently and Kirk
Franklin, who are all on staff with
Wycliffe Bible Translators, based
at Kangaroo Ground.

Frank Cooksey, director of
Health Care for Christian
Workers, was another to work on
the old church facelift.

The Playgroup Centre project
was co-ordinated by David Daw-
son, a member of the church and
a local building contractor.

Workers gather to transform the original chapel.

LIONS CLUB OF WARRANDYTE

TENNIS COURT HIRE

Bookings may be made at
The Village Milk Bar

844 1240

Warrandyte
Community
Market \\\\ e

3\
Under the Gum trees, \ A
beside the Yarra on
Stiggants Reserve, 308
Yarra St, Warrandyte J g LA
Ist Saturday of each X
month — except January
9am-1pm

§

Come and join in!
Hand crafted gifts of Y :
all kinds, toys, art works, f ‘&
pottery, plants, clothing, [ SN
gift cards leatherwork, !}
cakes, jams, honey, fruit, \|
produce. ]
Ample Parking.

Light refreshments
available.

Bring along your family
and friends.

Enquiries to PO Box 8, Warrandyte 3113,
enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope




Above: Katharine takes the spotlight in “A Funny Thing
Happened On The Way to the Forum’

Below: Joanna, far right, starred in “The Gondoliers”

Below right: Katharine and the chorus in “Oklahoma’.

By JUDY MACDONALD

As the curtain goes down on
Warrandyte High School's final
night of My Fair Lady, it will mark
the end of an era: a nine-year
association with the Adcock girls,
Dunja, Joanna and Katharine

Since 1983 when Dunja ap-
peared as Josephine in HMS Pin-
afore, one or other of the sisters
has starred in the school’s often
lavish productions

Joanna's turn came in 1985 in
the “Gondoliers™ and Katharine's
extraordinary run began with the
role of Laurey in “Oklahoma” in
1987. That year was the most
difficult for her, as she was play-
ing the lead while in year 8 and
her understudies were in year 12

Many a mother, ambitious for
her daughter to play the lead,
had her disappointment fade as
Katharine's fine young voice filled
the hushed auditorium

Director and teacher Chris
White says that all three sisters
were talented and all had stage
presence

‘Katharine in particular has an
all-round talent, with a very ma-
ture coloratura voice that will
become noticeably better over
the next few years,” he said.

Warrandyte High is now recog-
nising the major input of time
that these productions require
from the students and Katharine
was able to combine units of her
VCE with the production of “My
Fair Lady”. She has designed and
made all of her costumes for the
show. These will also be her folio
for VCE Costume Design

David Joy taking the lead male
role of Professor Higgins and

Katharine as Eliza Doolittle are
both using their parts in the show
as their VCE Communications
project.

Over the years, teachers and
students have worked so well
together on these productions
that they have gained new re-
spect for each other's talents.
Katharine laughingly told the
Diary that she and teacher, Greg
Stuart, have portrayed “just
about every relationship.” This
time, Mr Stuart will play her
father Alfred Doolittle.

Chris White, who works till
10.30pm most nights with rehear-
sals and set-building, cannot
speak highly enough of the casts
with which he has worked. Their
own dedication is apparent, as
young men like Nick Amott and
Glen Cappellani, working hard at
setbuilding, have returned to the
school just to help with the pro-
duction. Nick can cite the year
and name of every show and
obviously immensely enjoyed
being part of each production

Mr White praised the socialis-
ing aspects of the school produc-
tions. “They are a great leveller,”
he said. He thought that the mix
of professional singers from the
teaching staff with the students,
had helped the students rise to
greater heights.

Mr White went on to say Kath-
arine had been his assistant Di-
rector this year. “She has a great
ability to get the kids going, and
is mature enough in an aesthetic
and artistic sense,” he said. He
often left decisions to her, learn-
ing from her in the process.

Katharine has an interview

Warrandyte Painters
and Decorators
FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

TONY GRAF
844 2522

WAYNE KENNEY

(15 years experience in tree care)

Have those limbs overhanging your
house removed.

For quotations on all aspects of tree work
ring Wayne on 844 2767.

RON C. DAY

GARDEN SOILS
BUILDING SANDS

All quarry products for drives & paths
844 3329

TELEPHONE: 844 2864

CAR PARKS
ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

GREENWOOD ASPHALT

DAVID J. GREENWOOD
Dip.Civ.Eng.
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MOBILE: 018 33 0056
FAX: 844 3121

54 WEERONA WAY
WARRANDYTE
VIC. 3113

N Sisters take their bows

with the College of the Arts in
November, and she hopes to
study opera, though she hastens
to add that opera is not necessar-
ily her future, and she is not sure
where she is heading. This
course will obviously alter the
fact that she has only attended
singing lessons twice and hated
them both.

Jenny Adcock, mother of the
girls, involved them in a theatri-
cal atmosphere at an early age,
with her own interest in set de-
sign. The little girls appeared in
such productions as “The King
and |". Katharine does not know
why, but she said, “we just all
started singing.”

Dunja, who now lives in Spain,
studied singing at Box Hill Tafe,
later performing in “Kismet" with
the Geelong Theatre Company.
Joanna studied drama at Box Hill
Tafe, touring Australia with their
production.

Katharine believes that the an-
nual productions at Warrandyte
High and their excellence have
helped her stay on at school,
keeping her interested. “They ha-
ven't taken from my schooling,”
she said. “If | wasn't rehearsing, |
wouldn’t be doing extra school
work!"

Chris White is aware of some
excellent young talent ready to
take Katherine's place in future
female leads. It is likely that he
along with the school and the
Warrandyte community will keep
a keen watch on the career ol
this young woman whose voice
has already delighted and sur-
prised so many.

Sallow Wattle"

Above: Katharine plays a scene with Zoe Amor in “The

a8y Robina Summers

Member Australian Institute of
Professional Photography.

PIGEON BANK LANE STUDIOS
844 1049

Above: Dunja,

PHARMACY

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA

NOW OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY
Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm Sun.-10-1.

MARTIN & DIANA NOWAK
PHARMACISTS 844 1642

woman in hat), sings in
the “Pirates of Penzance”.

Right: Dunja in “HMS
Pinafore”.

Below: Katharine as Molly
Anderson and Justin Mac-
Donald as Jack Yarra in

“The Sallow Wattle”

Above: "Annie”
(centre).

RIVERVIEN

Vic Galway
Excavations

EARTHMOVING. POOLS
DRIVEWAYS, TRENCHES
HOUSE SITES, CARTAGE, ETC.

Tel:844 3450

For Quotations and further information

NEEDLES AND PINS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Classes starting in

® Patchwork

® Embroidery

® Other craft

® |deas for Christmas
gift making

Extensive range of

® fabrics

® |aces

® haberdashery

® patchwork and craft
supplies

® basket and
needlework items

® gift ideas

102 Melbourne Hill Road Phone 844 1720

Start yours now!

* MIG WELDING

* JIGGING SYSTEM
* PANEL BEATING
* SPRAY PAINTING
* CAR DETAILING

* WINDSCREENS FITTED

* AMMI APPROVED

* ALL INSURANCE WORK

Proprietor
GRAEME RIDDELL

44 Yarra St, Warrandyte
Telephone: 844 2716
After Hours: 844 2152
Fax: 844 1886

and another lead role for Katharine

. BISTRO NOW OPEN

7 DAYS — LUNCH & DINNER

A la Carte — for special occasions
Bistro — for casual meals

DRINKS & SNACKS ANYTIME!
Adventurous Cuisine in the Country

— |
[_kl\ral‘u\\.lj

e

RESERVATIONS PHONE — 710 1461
1726 KINGLAKE ROAD, ST ANDREWS

LET ME CATER FOR YOUR NEXT FUNCTION
CALL CHRIS

OPEN TUESDAY SUNDAY 10.30AM TO 5.00PM
(Closed Mondays except for Public Holidays)
MORNING COFFEE, LUNCH & AFTERNOON TEA
TRADITIONAL HOME COOKING OUR SPECIALTY

104 YARRA ST., WARRANDYTE, 3113. PH: 844 3768
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LU =~ WARRANDYTE %
. .SERVICES .. * MOWER&CHAINSAW*
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4444444**44444*44*444¥¥4¥¥¥

WIDE RANGE OF HANDYMANAND  »
PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT FORHIRE % SALES — SERVICE — REPAIRS

« Rotary Hoes  « Brushcutiers  « Mowers X REPAIRS TO * LAWN MOWERS

« Bricksaws o Trailers e Trencher * BRUSHCUTTERS
o Mini Loader « Vibe Plates « Cement Mixers * CHAINSAWS >

o Electric and Pneumatic Jack Hammers—«= *

ANDA WHOLE LOTMORE DX %~ CHAIN SHARPENING SERVICE
1> AND FULL DAY RATES AVAILABLE %  "ICKUP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE X  * ALL WORK GUARANTEED -
% % %k %k ok ok ko %k %k ok ok ok ok %k %k %k ok ok ok ok %k %k ok ok ok &k

" ALL AT THE ONE LOCATION"
PLEASE CALL IN FOR YOUR CURRENT HIRE EQUIPMENT LIST

1 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE

TRADING HOURS — MON - SAT 7.30 - 5.30 PM

PH: 844 3658 ALL HOURS SUN 8.30 - 12.30 PM

****

JOHN RENWICK
FOR FRIENDLY PERSONALISED SERVICE

BUMPER STICKER
OFFER

RECEIVE A $3.00 DISCOUNT OFF ALL HIRES
OVER $20.00
IF YOUR VEHICLE HAS A GREEN AND GOLD
WARRANDYTE BUMPER STICKER AFFIXED
TO THE REAR OF YOUR VEHICLE

SEE BELOW

WARRANDYTE A

\f
VICTORIA'S FIRST GOLDFIELD 1851

NOT TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
THIS OFFER DOES NOT INCLUDE FUEL, ABRASIVES & CONSUMABLES

DAVID FRANKLIN

SPRINGTIME
SPECIALS

* MOWER BLADES AND BOLTS

FITTED FREE IF PURCHASED

* CHAINSAW CHAIN SHARPEN

WAS $6.00 NOW $4 00

OFFER VALID FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER '91 ONLY



The bridge and
the village

One balmy morning in late spring | woke
with a strange feeling of elation, like a
child anticipating a birthday. Something
special will happen on this beautiful day,
| told myself. But | could form no clear
idea of what it would be. Then suddenly,
as | dressed the children, | knew. This i1s
the day I'll ask Watty to mind the boys
and I'll walk to the village. | had only
seen it as we passed through that first

day.

aBuring an early lunch | explained to
the children that | would leave them
with Watty for a while. Robert received
this news with glee. | put Evan in the
pushcart, took Robert by the hand and
we set off for the herb farm. About
halfway there Robert began to drag.
“This is a very tired hill, Mummy," he
complained. So the road to the herb
farm was ‘The Tired Hill' from then on.

As | was about to leave the boys —
much to the delight of the two women
— Watty reminded me that it was a long
stiff walk and | must not hurry. There
had been a light spring shower earlier,
so now the rich old gold clay road was
strewn with wet glittering pebbles, je-
welled by the sun.

Along the verges a fringe of new
growth was already bright with the color
of spring flowers. Small wattles puffed
their golden fragrance on the air. Native
fuchsias hung green bells that looked
down on the pale yellow bachelor but-
tons. The inquisitive running postman
lay flat, hugging the gravelly ground he
loved, his bright scarlet flowers staring
upwards at the sky.

The time would come when | would
put the correct botanical name to all
these wildings, but that was not yet.

It took about an hour of stiff walking
up steep rocky hills — down and up
again — until at last | came to the old
wooden bridge. | stood leaning over the
rail, gazing down at the river. Behind me
a horse and cart lumbered slowly
across and the loose planks of the
bridge rumbled like an old man with a
bellyful of wind.

Along the banks wattles split cas-
cades of gold under a blue-enamelled
hood of sky. A few weeping willows,
their fronds already showing new sprin
green, peered into the river, enraptu

y their own reflection.

THE
WOODEN
BRIDGE

After the turbulence of winter the
river was calm and flowing gently. In
summer it would be noisy again, but
then it would be the pleasant sound of
laughter in its rocky places. The lovely
Yarra river.

I walked to the end of the bridge and
looked along the single main street of
the village. Here and there a bleak stone
chimney stood, grim relic of the disas-
trous bushfires. The street and the river
meandered along together. A few build-
ings remained, all built of wood. A baker,
a butcher, a small general store, the
village hall, an old-fashioned tearoom,
and a rambling big building, proudly
styling itself the ‘Grand Hotel'. At the

end of the street was the post office and
telephone exchange.

This was Warrandyte, tucked into the
foothills of the Dandenong Ranges, not
far from the harassed haste of the city.

It had been established in the early
goldmining days of the last century, and
was then a thriving, bustling township
But gold recovery became too costly in
the rocky terrain. Mining was easier in
other parts of the State. Most of the
population moved out. Others were
driven away by the recurring bushfires,
until now there remained no more than
two hundred souls.

These people — those who lived
along the village street and kept the
shops, and others whose homes nestled
almost unseen among the surrounding
hills — were as transient and imperfect
as any who live anywhere. But they lived
a serene and peaceful life. No one was
in a hurry. Following the bushfires they
had helped each other rebuild houses
as well as the two tiny churches the
village boasted.

As | walked along the street for the
first time, a few came out of their shops

to see the ‘stranger’ and bid me a shy
warm welcome

First the baker and his wife. He was
tall and thin, with gentle blue eyes and
features as colorless as the white
clothes he wore and the flour he worked
with. He loved children, though he had
none of his own. Every morning as they
passed on their way to school he would
be waiting with a basket full of miniature
loaves, hot from the oven. “Left-overs”
he said, though | often suspected they
had been deliberately “left-over”

His wife's build was in direct contrast
to his, though her heart was as golden.
Her ample figure looked like a bag of
chaff, stuffed full and tied in the middle.
The straight, short, lustreless hair
framed a square, rugged face. Her voice
boomed like a klaxon horn and could be

ﬁBy Eve Evans

heard the length of the street. They both
walked along with me, calling to others
and introducing me as though we were
friends.

We came to the general store, the
tiniest shop [ had ever seen. It was
literally held together with wooden
packing cases, which also served as
shelves.

In all the following years it never lost
its fascination for me. From within came
the most delicious smells. The brown
smell of leather, the sunburnt smell of
chaff, the green scent of herbs, and —
almost — the taste of rich sweet cocoa
Farming and gardening tools leaned
against the wall outside and hanging
from the ceiling tin billies, kettles, and
shallow gold-panning dishes clinked to-
gether as the breeze caught them.

The post-mistress came towards us. A
very strange-looking person indeed. She
had a very thin head and sharp features
on a long neck, narrow shoulders and a
body that gradually widened to very
broad hips. She looked exactly like a
pear and the green cotton frock she
wore heightened the illusion

“Hello,” she said in her rich Australian
drawl. “The herb farm ladies said you
would be coming. Come on in and have
a cuppa.’

“Thank you,” | replied, “but I've left
my children at the herb farm and should
be getting back. Another time, perhaps

Just then the baker's wife spied Lou
across the street. “Lou!” she called, her
voice almost making me jump. “When
you're finished with the skins, come
here." She explained that Lou sold his
rabbits and skins to the butcher. “He'll
be about ten minutes,” she said, “then
he can take you home.” Lou had few
words, so we drove homewards in
silence.

We had a cup of tea at the herb farm,
I thanked them for their care of the boys
and told Lou I could manage the rest of
the way.

We arrived home as the sun was
setting in a blaze of ruby, gold, turquoise
and purple. Thus ended a memorable
day.

To be continued.

WARRANDYTE
NEWSAGENCY

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA
402 WARRANDYTE ROAD
PHONE: 844 3463

NEW OWNERSHIP
ATHOL and JILL WARMAN

Full range of magazines and books.
New stock arriving daily
Paper and magazines delivered
Open all day Saturday

NOW OPENSundcry 7.30 - 12 noon

Ph:
=\

" BRENDAN BAKER PLUMBING |

e Sewerage Connections
e Maintenance Plumbing
e All plumbing needs serviced

844 3969

LIC. NO. 31111

STON

A
)

HOURS: 11-5.00pm Weekdays
10-5.00pm Weekends and Holidays
WARRANDYTE. PHONE 844 3629

HOUSE POTTER

POTTERY — WEAVING — FURNITURE

WARRANDYTE UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERING

All types of lounge suites
Diamond buttoning
Loose covers and repairs

Winner of top award 63-64

Francis J. Briffa
844 2416
11 Everard Drive

Diary news items, gossip
for Smokey and letters
to the editor may be left
in the box on the old
cypress free opposite
the State Bank.

Diary postal address: P.O.
Box 209, Wamandyte 3113.

Diary Advertising gets results Ph: 431 2048
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‘Blazes’ fun spirit delights

By KEN VIRTUE

Firepersons are an interesting lot. Espe-
cially the men and women at the North
Warrandyte CFA.

Their community spirit extends
beyond helping to protect our vulnera-
ble homes. They're prepared to do a lot
to raise money for the necessary fire-
fighting equipment — such as putting
on silly costumes and entertaining the
village in the process!

The founders of the 1991 madness of
“Gone to Blazes” were Anita Baragwa-
nath who directed the show, and Carol
Cole who incorporated her play If the
Shoe Fits.

In all, out of the 35 cast and crew
members, 29 are members of the CFA
including quite a few husband and wife
teams.

Their aim was to raise funds to outfit
their new rapid access vehicle for next
summer, and the town responded by
attending in strength for six nights.

The musical fun had its inspiration
from Cole Porter, and the Cinderella
send-up play provided the framework
for its presentation

There were many magical stage mo-
ments to keep the audiences laughing
— the ugly sisters were “beautifully”
portrayed by Yvonne Morey and Sue
Dyring. Many squirmed at the tell-tale

excesses of their sibling rivalry, but their
performances were a salute to the
wonders of make-up and natural acting
ability.

Mary-Anne Higgs, as their mother,
showed that a true sense of comedy
timing is born not made, and provided a
lesson for all would-be actors in how to
always stay in character — decolletage
and all!

Jim Pasinis as the King, was suitably
grand, imperious and randy. How such a
sweet Queen as Clair Acres could put up
with him is yet another royal mystery.

Could be that she was too worried
about her sibbering son the Prince, con-
vincingly played by Neil Kamminga.

Carolyn Waddell as Cinders had our
sympathy in true Cinderella style. She
also had the sympathy and attention of
Bobbins, charmingly played by David
Buck — now there's a man who obvious-
ly loves singing and dancing.

His “Friendship” number with the kit-
chen mice, Colleen Keating and Phyl
Swindley, was a highlight of the show.

Another memorable performer was
Clive “Lips" Thomas, the trumpet-
playing page. They stamped and yelled
for more every time Clive blew his horn
— and Sue tried as hard as she could to
bring him undone by whispering ugly
thoughts in his ear.

The chorus, dancers and musicians
obviously worked hard in rehearsals
and the costumes were very good.

The Fairy Queen's outfit was magical
too, and once again the audience tuned
into the wonderful Op Shop lady role of
Carol Cole.

“This is the third production | have
done with Carol,"” said Anita Baragwa-
nath. “We share a love of the older style
of theatrical entertainment. We both
have songs in our heads all the time and
this is sometimes a worry!"

North Warrandyte CFA members glad-
ly laugh at themselves for a good cause,
and we're privileged to laugh with them.

Plunging on to the stage

Being involved in an amateur
play is a fascinating
experience. Most outsiders
have a distorted picture of
what goes on. They attend the
performance and see a group
of individuals strutting their
stuff, often in unusual
clothing, sometimes speaking
unusual language. They see
the actors as strange and
definitely not the role model
they would like to follow.
This is fair enough. They go
to a play for a variety of
reasons. They have a friend
or relative in the cast, their
social group has made a bulk
booking, they happen to
know and like the play or
they just want a good night
out. Why should they need to
know anything about the
process of staging a play?
What is it that tempts an
individual onto the stage? As
an amateur, it can't be the
money. It can hardly be the
prospect of fame or an offer
from Hollywood. It would be
foolish to deny that there
isn’t an element of showing
off. Without vanity the
performances would truly
lack lustre. But the show-off
who is not prepared to put in

the hard slog does not last
long.

So why are we prepared to
devote, as in the case of “The
Merchant of Venice”, four
months of commitment —
two nights a week plus
Sunday afternoons — in the
hope that something positive
will come out of the
experience?

Friendships is one reason.
With a large cast like “The
Merchant” you get to know a
number of individuals.
Different productions attract
different people so, over a
few years, your range of
friends and acquaintances
develops amazingly.
Invariably there is Lhe‘ﬁroup
of stalwarts, but even the
core has changed in the time
I've been associated with the
group.

There is nothing so character-

forming as working in a
group. This is self-evident in
play production. There is no
room for the self-absorbed
individual. Without teamwork
and a willingness to put
yourself out, the play does
not happen. You soon learn
about your own and others’
foibles. Rehearsals can be
more dramatic than the final
stage version.

Good playwrights choose to
write about important social,
political, religious and
personal issues. The choice
of play, who is to direct and
how, wrestling with auditions
and characterisations, sets
and costumes, lighting,
seating, front-of-house; all
involve a lot of questioning
and soul searching.

By the end of the season you
have done more than just
learn lines — and that in
itself is no mean feat! You
have been forced to come to
terms with the script and its
themes and insights. For
many of us this brain muscle
flexing is invigorating,
especially if our daily lives
are somewhat less exciting.
But crunch time comes when
you walk out onto that stage!
Despite all the rehearsal and

mental preparation, despite
the director’'s work and your
willingness to I‘orﬁet yourself
and become the character,
you still may “die”. It's like
free-fall with a parachute.
Maybe.
If all goes well you feel like
you've conquered Everest
without oxygen. But when the
lines begin to disappear
through the floor and you
realise the people around
you are acting in a play you
don’t recognise, you've hit the
wall. There's nothing you can
do. You're up before the
managing director and you've
embezzled $1m. The curtain
and your self-confidence
descend.
You've done the best you can,
but it wasn't good enough.
Unintentionally you've let
everyone down. Worst of all,
you've faced your own
fallibility.
But the following night you
take a deep breath, the
audience waits expectantly,
the parachute opens and you
know why you and your
family devoted four months
of life so you could stand on
top of Everest and share the
view with the Immortals.
ROGER KIBELL

After 12 years the Warrandyte
Arts Association Drama Group is
returning to Shakespeare with
“The Merchant of Venice”.

Since inception in 1955 the
group has been active producing
a wide variety of high quality
theatre, and this Spring is no
exception. With Shakespeare's
classic script, the direction of Irv-
ing Reid and a very talented cast,

a night of ly, comedy,
romance and the absurd has
been produced.

Costumes, begged and bor-
rowed, are as fascinating as the

characters themselves. With live

The “Merchant of Venice” A timeless quality.

Shakespeare returns

music and the best lighting sys-
tem the drama group has ever
enjoyed, the show promises to be
a night to remember.

When Irving first performed
Shakespeare in Warrandyte many
of the cast were yet to be born.
“The Merchant of Venice”, like
most of the writings of Shakes-
peare, has a timeless quality in
bringing together a vast range of
ages within the cast.

This sad tale by Shakespeare
of racism and cruelty is also one
of hard work and commitment by
the cast, certain to be admired.

The team (from left): Christina Oehlmann, Emma Symes, Mathew Henderson (centre front),

Linda Kazakis, Evan Zigmantas and James Egglestone.

Theatre

What a Stupid Name — or is it?
This team title hasn't quite the
same bite as “Warrandyte Red-
backs” but it is so obvious, and
yet, so original, it makes you stop
and take notice.

The Warrandyte High School
theatre sports team that proudly
dons t-shirts with the above-
mentioned slogan, has a similar
effect on the audiences it enter-
tains at the Doncaster Playhouse.

The six students which make
up the team have all dabbled in
drama at Warrandyte High
School and four are studying ma-
jor roles in the up and coming
school production of My Fair
Lady.

They were first introduced to
theatre sports in school drama
classes. Since then their growing
enthusiasm for the “think on
your feet” game has led them to
seek the help of Doncaster Youth
Services to locate a venue which
hosted theatre sports.

They can now be seen, “strut-

sports exhilarate

ting their stuff at the Doncaster
Playhouse, every third Thursday
night at 8pm.

So what exactly is theatre
sports all about?

All team members agree that
“spontaneous improvisation” is
the name of the game. Theatre
sports is simply “small games
based on theatre” which re-
quires teamwork and improvising
on the spot with given ideas and
topics, within a set time.

Suggestions and ideas are
blasted out from the crowd and
this makes it a highly exciting
spectator sport.

And, for those who are inter-
ested in getting their hands dirty
with the on stage antics, the only
real prerequisite appears to be
an ability to communicate ideas
clearly and “think quickly”.

Most of the Warrandyte team
view theatre sports as a hobby
and thrive on the challenge and
competitiveness. But the stu-
dents have come to realise that

what the game has to offer its
participants goes a lot deeper
than this.

Team members are eager to
point out that theatre sports pro-
vides individuals with a solid
base in life skills, such as learning
to work co-operatively with oth-
ers. It also builds self-esteem and
confidence, nurturing creativity,
and teaching communication
skills.

It is said that: “The skills which
can be acquired, through partic-
ipating in this sport, are certainly
not streamlined to drama. It is an
exhilarating and  enriching
experience.”

This bubbly our of teenag-
ers cannot talk _Ii%h ly enough of
theatre sports. Their only true
gripe about the competition is
that they would like to see in-
creased crowd numbers.

In case you hadn't noticed,
they love playing to an audience!

Kym Smith

VILLAGE MILK BAR

(IN THE CENTRE OF THE VILLAGE)
844 1240

The Australiana Aspect

Our Australian Clothing section

with

Plus

ROB & LYNNE

JENNY AT LUNCHTIME
FRESH SANDWICHES
VARIETY OF HOT FOOD AND SOUP-OF-THE-DAY
YOUR REGULAR MILK BAR NEEDS

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
® ART SUPPLIES e STATIONERY
® GREETING CARDS ® GROCERIES

includes Morrisons of Australia

moleskins — ladies and mens,
easycare jeans — ladies and mens,
shearers’ shirts, bush shirts, blouson

jackets and T-shirts in over 30

designs.
Mon-Thurs 11 am - 3 pm
Fri-Sun 10 am - 5 pm

256 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
844 2106

DIARY MINI ADS

CAREERS COUNSELLOR: —
Year 11 — directions and subject
choice. Year 12 — tertiary selec-
tion & other options. Resume
preparation. Phone: 844 2519

PIANO TUITION: — Qualified
and experienced teacher. Flexible
programs available (modern and
classical) to suit individual prefer-
ences phone: 844 2390

KEYBOARD lessons pop and
rock from an experienced profes-
sional. All ages. Ph: 844 2848

TEACHER 20 years experience
prepared to tutor children. Reaso-
nable rates. Ph: 844 3974

HOUSE CLEANING reliable and
reasonable rate. Ph:
Jewell Beringer on 844 3756

EXPERT TUITION: — HSC, VCE
Physics, Chemistry, biology. High-
ly qualified teachers available for
expert twition in Warrandyte area.
Phone: 844 1338.

efficient

NANNY: I'm 21 years old and I'm
a qualified Nanny. | am available
for part-time or full-time work
Live in or live out work. | DO
NOT DRIVE. Please ring Geral-
dine Leonard AH: 844 1459
BH: 417 6413.

TUITION: Years 7-VCE and 1st
Year University, English, History,
Politics. Completing Post Gradu-
ate studies. Phone: 844 1823.

CARING home required for two
fairly old Old English Sheepdogs.
Please ring 844 2517




Meeting the Keeps

The Warrandyte Community
Church (formerly the Gospel
Chapel) has a new pastor. Peter
Keep and his wife Anthea with
their two daughters, Sarah-Jane
and Rachel, will take up resi-
dence at 48 Yarra Street this
month and Pastor Keep will oper-
ate from his office in the church
at the rear of the squash courts.
The Keeps are moving to Warran-
dyte after 10 years at Burnie in
Tasmania. Members of the public
are welcome to join invited
guests at an afternoon tea to
meet the Keeps at 3pm on Sun-
day, October 13 at the Commun-
ity Church, 57 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte.
S ——— S )

Service

The Warrandyte Auxiliary of the
Royal Women's Hospital was
formed in 1930 with Dr Ethel
Osborne as its first president and
today the group is still raising
funds to purchase equipment for
the hospital. Two of the current
members have between them
gliven 110 years of service. Rene
iggins, who came to meetings
with her mother as far back as
1936, was presented with a gold
pen five years ago in recognition
of 30 years of service. Last month
Bonnie Peake also received an
inscribed pen and Dot McAuley
and Eva Baltruweit were present-
ed with badges to recognise 20
years service. Bonnie has held all
positions in the auxiliary over the
past 35 years including 18 years
as president. Rene has a bed
endowed in her name at the hos-
ital and the neuromasculator
lock monitor that the Warran-
dyte Auxiliary donated has been
inscribed in Bonnie's name.
e s .
Kiwanis
The Kiwanis Club of Doncaster
and Templestowe is holding a
bush dance at the Warrandyte
South hall on Saturday, October
19. Following a spit barbecue and
sweets at 6.30pm there will be
music and dancing to the Five
and a Zack bush band. Admission
is $15 per head with drinks for
sale at bar prices. Proceeds from
the evening will assist the club
with projects addressing the
needs of children from pre-natal
to six years, plus various youth
projects in the Doncaster-
Templestowe area. The hall,is
situated in Hall Road, South War-

randyte (off Warrandyte-
Ringwood Road).
i ——SRE

Retrospect

A retrospective exhibition of ce-
ramics by Reg Preston is being
arranged by the Queen Victoria
Museum and Art Gallery in Laun-
ceston, Tasmania late in 1992 or
early 1993. They are keen to lo-
cate works b which are held
in private collections. Ms Glenda
King, curator of craft at the
gallery, Wellington Street, Laun-
ceston, Tasmania, 7250 would
appreciate any help in this
regard.
%

Thanks

The Warrandyte Historical Socie-
ty would like to thank everyone
in the community who helped
support their recent cake stall
and raffle, especially the local
traders who donated so gener-
ously to make it such a success-
ful event.
e e

Seekers

Peter wants any odd jobs and
Mary would like part-time secret-
arial work. Both are very expe-
rienced and are seeking work
through the Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House labour ex-
change. The exhange also has
workers requiring part-time jobs
of various types and younF peo-
ple looking for after-school work
in shops or doinﬂ( gardening.
Anyone needing work and people
seeking jobs should ring Jean
Chapman on 844 3326,

Bush fair

Warrandyte  South  Primary
School is holding a bush fair on
Saturday, September 14. All the
usual fun fair attractions will be

Pastor Peter Keep and his wife Anthea.

OUT OF

THE BOX

Conducted by JUDY GREEN

Post your news in the box on the
old cypress treeropposite the State
Bank in Yarra Street, or send it to
PO Box 209, Warrandyte, 3113

there including lucky jars, white
elephant stall, pre-loved toys,
crafts, produce, plants and much
more. Highlights for the children
include a model railway display,
flying fox, mini golf, pony nides,
showbags, video disco and face
and nail painting. The school is
located in Hall Road off the
Warrandyte-Ringwood Road.
P W~

Baby girl

Anthony and Anne Burgess (nee
Hall) of Research Road wish to
announce the safe arrival of a
beautiful baby girl, Suzanne Mel-
ita, on June 30 at Box Hill hospi-
tal. Suzanne weighed in at 7lb
30z. Proud grandparents are Ted
and Aileen Burgess of Bracken-
bury Stréet.
S e

Song cycle

Faces in the Street, a song cycle
by local composer Barry
McKimm, will be presented by
the British Musical Society at
Wesley Church, 148 Lonsdale
Street, Melbourne on Tuesday,
October 1 at 8pm. The perfor-
mance is a musical narrative with
settings of poems by Henry Law-
son and Mary Gilmore, revealing
their remarkable relationship
during the tumultuous events of
the 1890s. The evening will fea-
ture Merlyn Quaife, soprano and
Angela Dhar, piano. The narra-
tion, written by Cliff Green, will
be read by Beverly Dunn. Admis-
sion is $8 and bookings can be
made on 300 2156.

Gala

“Pollies in the park™ will be a
special feature of a gala bar-
becue and concert being orga-
nised by Friends of the Warran-
dyte State Park at the park
nursery at Pound Bend on Sun-
day, September 15. Mark Birrell,
shadow minister for the environ-
ment will be there, accompanied
by our own MP, Phil Honeywood.
Tree planting, koala spotting and
yabbie counting (for the kids)
will be included. The fun starts at

2pm.

S WL
Market
The Warrandyte Community

Market has once again had a
successful year, donating around
$12,000 to community groups, in-
cluding the local emergency ser-
vices, Safety House Committee,
Child Care Centre, Neighborhood
House and Warrandyte Diary's
office equipment fund. The posi-
tions of both secretary and pub-
licity manager have fallen vacant
and the committee is seeking

people who could devote a few
hours a month to these jobs.
They involve general correspon-
dence, advertising and promo-
tional activities and attendance
at the four meetings held each
year. Anyone willing to help out
with these activities or other po-
sitions on the committee can
contact Faye Rice on 844 1265 or
Lin Chandler on 844 1839.
STl S W YT

Accommodating

The Neighborhood House ac-
commodation exchange now has
some accommodation available
So if you are seeking a place to
stay, please give Pam Egglestone
a ning on 844 2714 or the Neigh-
borhood House on 844 1839. Pam
would also like to hear from
anyone with space available

Childcare

An occasional childcare service
is now operating from multi-
purpose room three at the new
community centre. The service is
available from 9.15am to 12.15pm
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, during school terms.
Its aim is to provide a safe, caring
and informal environment for lo-
cal pre-schoolers (including ba-
bies over six months) while their
parents enjoy some free time to
shop, attend appointments, join
one of the classes at the Neigh-
borhood House or just get some
of the housework done. The
large carpeted room has access
to a purpose-built children’s
toilet and change area as well as
the centre’'s main kitchen. A fee of
$5 per child per session is app-
lied. For information contact Lee,
Paula, or Ann at the Neighbor-
hood House, 168-178 Yarra Street
(corner Webb Street). Phone 844
1839.
ST MRS

Live poets

The Warrandyte Poets' Corner
met last month under the gui-
dance of Beth Gallagher and the
group enjoyed two hours reading
and discussion, centred around
the themes of love, loneliness
and nature, It is planned to con-
tinue readings around related
themes and the meeting on Oc-
tober 13 will centre around chal-
lenge, hope and death. Interested
people are asked to research
poetry and bring along at least
three poems for discussion in a
relaxed and informal atmos-
phere. Further information can
be obtained from Beth on 844
3518.
A ——

Fire!

A massive display of firepower is
planned for Sunday, October 13
when Warrandyte Lions Club run
their Fire Awareness Day at Low-
er Eltham Park, commencing
11am. Activities will include dis-
pl?'s of fire-fighting equipment
and inter-brigade competitions
and demonstrations by the State

Emer%ency Service and St John
Ambulance Brigade.

Penguins

The Penguin Club of Australia,
which has been training women
to become confident speakers

for more than 50 years, is setting
up an evening group in Warran-
dyte, catering for women from
the Doncaster, Templestowe and
Warrandyte areas. A workshop
entitled An Introduction to Public
Speaking will be held at the War-
randyte Community Centre, Yarra
Street, on September 19 at 8pm.
A cost of $5 will cover handout
material and a light supper. For
those electing to join the club,
this will become their entrance
fee. The Penguin Club began in
Sydney in 1937 and now has
around 200 groups throughout
Australia. Twice monthly meet-
ings last for an hour and
members are assisted to develop
speaking, meeting procedure and
chairmanship skills in a friendly
environment. Members work at
their own pace with support and
encouragement and a caring atti-
tude towards one another is
developed. Successful groups
currently meet at both Eltham
and Ringwood. Enquiries to Bev
O'Neil on 842 2880 or 719 7439.
TR

Waste

The Kangaroo Ground Waste
Management Group is actively
involved in opposing indiscrimi-
nate landfill tipping in the Eltham
shire and is seeking support from
community members. Submis-
sions about the amendent to the
Eltham Planning Scheme, which
will prevent such landfill, are ac-
cepted until September 30. The
group is seeking support for this
amendment. Further information
from Cathy Giles on 437 0191 or
Allen Williams on 712 0536

Festival

The annual general meeting of
the Warrandyte Festival Commit-
tee was held at the commmunity
centre in August and a commit-
tee for the next f[estival was
formed. Festival dates are March
28 and 29, 1992. The committee
is looking for new members, new
ideas and suggestions to make
the events bigger and better than
before. If you can help, please
ring Jenny Southall on 844 2606.
SR s e

Gondoliers

The Diamond Valley Singers will
present Gilbert and Sullivan's
The Gondoliers in the Warran-
dyte High School Theatre on Oc-
tober 4, 5, 9, 11 and 12 at 8pm
and October 6 and 12 at 2pm.
Proceeds will aid Community Aid
Abroad and Harrison Youth Servi-
ces. Tickets are available from
Edna on 435 7805.
TR T R SRR,

Allergies

PAK (Parents with Allergy Kids)
meet on the first Tuesday of each
month at the North Ringwood
Community House, 120 Oban
Road, North Ringwood at 7.30pm.
The next meeting on October 1,
entitled Advance Life Products,
will look at a range of food and
cleaning products for allergy
people. Information concerning
the group or details of meetings
can be obtained from Liz Brown
on 876 4329, or Cathy on 878
4086 (AH).
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RENTING YOUR
HOME?

THEN YOU WILL
REQUIRE A
PROFESSIONAL AND
DEDICATED AGENCY
WITH YOUR BEST
INTERESTS AT HEART

CALL US ANY TIME

: ‘m) éPemef

& COMPANY PTY LTD
REAL ESTATE AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS

102 Yarra Street Warrandyte 3113

844 1511
GLENN MARTIN JOHN SPENCER
844 3535 844 2593
INTRODUCING OUR
NEW SUPERCUT
MONDAYS

Opening an extra day
every week allows us to
offer our usual high
quality styling 20%
cheaper on Mondays
This does not include
any existing concessions

SHOP 4, WEST END, WARRANDYTE

(OPPOSITE GOLDHELDS PLAZA

Telephone: 844 2226

SHOP 2, WONGA PARK VILLAGE
Telephone: 722 1030

Diary Advertising
gets results

Zuising COOKING CLASSES

THE MAGIC OF MICROWAVES —
Learn how to get the most from your
IIIIILTQV\'JVL' oven as we d\'l’“()ﬂ.\'“'«l[{’ [h\'
successes of microwave cooking when used in conjunction with
conventional methods.
1 week only beginning:
11am Tues. 24th Sept. OR 7.30pm Wed. 25th Sept.

SPRING ENTERTAINING — Make entertaining a pleasure

with our all new spring menus. Celebrate the season with stylish

food and a minimum of fuss. Don’t just go to great dinner
parties, learn how to give them. 4 consecutive weeks beginning: |

11am Tues. 15th Oct. OR 7.30pm Wed. 16th Oct.
CUISINE COLLECTION COOKING SCHOOL 844 1849 ;

&
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Dragged-out
drama

pictures.

Boys will be boys — and sometimes girls — at the
Warrandyte Football Club players' talent night. Basical-
ly, they are modest blokes who often need prompting
to get their acts together for the annual exercise in
hilarity. The threat of a fine for non-participation
usually does the trick. The latest event was held at the
clubrooms last month — and never let it be said that
vaudeville is dead in Warrandyte. Lisa Tindale took the

Brearhtahmgl_v»eutti/’u/ Joey Hassall (left

finale (below ) was quite sexsational

) teamed with sensuous young Trent
Ferguson for the prize-winning act. They did their own thing for a while, but the joint

. . . and Dale Vitiritti
was just tu-tu much

-« ]
And just what is Greg Creber reading here to evoke so much mirth from his mates?
The Gettysburg Address is a rank outsider.

. DEADLINE
Bears Bob Cat Hire Editorial and
Bobcat, Backhoe and Tipper for hire, advertising
Excavations, Rubbish removed, copy closes
Landscaping etc. last Friday

Any enquiries call Tony on 844 1110 of each month

BRIANS PLUMBING SERVICE

GENERAL PLUMBING, GASFITTING & DRAINAGE
Lic. M.M.B.W. — Reg. Board of Health

BRIAN TOMLINSON — 876 2178

C. &S, SECRETARIAL SERVICES

LEARNTO. ,‘/ by Dictaphone, Computer/Word Processor
DRAW Q ?m) ». Fax and Photocopy facilities available

FROM EXPERIENCED ARTIST/TEACHER

® Friendly studio environment

® Beginners and advanced
students welcome

® Wide range of techniques

® Various mediums and
subjects

® Competitive rates

NIJOLE PENGELLEY
844 1168

General correspondence ® Reports ® Thesis
® Resumes ® Taxation Returns ® Envelopes
® Statements ® Invoices ® Overhead transparencies
Specialising in
Medical Terminology (General Surgery)
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Prompt, efficent service. Competitive rates

Call CAROLYN
844 1530

Tom Kerkhof Television
SALES AND SERVICE

Service to all makes of colour televisions,
antenna systems, video cassettes and
stereo systems, etc.

844 3970 27 MITCHELL AVE. WARRANDYTE 3113

WARRANDYTE HARDWARE
Milton & Sheryl Karis

Hours: Mon-Fri 8.00 am-6 pm
Sat. 7.30 am-5 pm {W

Extensive range of—
e Building materials ® Hardware
e Garden Tools ® Paint ® Plumbing
® Pool Chemicals ® L.P. Gas & equipment

]

90 Melbourne Hill Rd., Warrandyte 844 2622




Boys bring
home the
big ones

By CLINTON GRYBAS

Warrandyte Basketball Club

has struck gold
finals of
clnmplomhl{
Both under-12
won their finals.

The 12B team coached
Gavin Whitmore held off
tham by 12 ints and the
12EQs of inton Grybas
thrashed Templestowe 59-22.

et s bl y o4

on ope! night the
:;:{) sprinted out of the
blocks to record some mas-
sive wins. An 89-4 victory pro-
pelled the 11Bs to the top of
the ladder and the 13Bs also
took top spot, winning 77-24.

Saturday season finals are
now on, with 28 of the club’s
47 teams participating. The
club hopes to improve on last
season's tally of eight pre-
mierships and three runners-
up.

The men’s midweek compe-
tition is off and running again
and it shapes as the best sea-
son yet as the standard stead-
ily improves.

In the open section Make-
shift and the Codat Lakers are
tied in top spot, marginally
above the Hitmen, after a ser-
ies of matches decided by less
than a basket. The pick of the
games was Makeshift's: win
over the Hitmen in a cliff-
hanger.

The teams went point for
point, with never more than a
couple of baskets separating
them. The Hitmen looked to
have the game won but with
one second to play, Make-
shift'’s Simon Appleby, who'd
had a quiet night, (Eut in a tip-
in to steal it and dislodge the
Hitmen from the top berth.

In the new over-30 section,
Andersons Creek are away
well, as are the in-form Peter
Parkes. Both look set to figure
in grand final action come
December.

Warrandyte will send nine
teams to the annual Albury
tournament on September 20-
21. About 200 people from
Warrandyte will make the trip
to a tournament that has al-
ways brought out the best in
our local players. hd i

Last year, seven Warrandyte
teams competed, losing just
four games and winning 29.

ain in the
day

dtion.
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Basketball was described
as the boom sport of the
1980s — and that was
certainly the case in War-
randyte. From humble be-
&nmngs in the early '70s,
dyte  Basketball
Club has “exploded”.

Basketball has become by far
the most popular junior sport in
this town. The local club is now
the fourth-biggest in the Eastern
Districts Junior Basketball Asso-
ciation, with 251 registered boys
and 114 girls making up 47
teams this season. Next season
there will be 52 teams as more
youngsters turn to the sport.

In the Friday night champion-
ship competition, the club has
also grown and now has 12
teams. Every Wednesday night,
the men take to the court.
About 75 take part in the com-
petition, which has expanded to
10 teams and two sections, an
over-30 and an open age
division.

. -

Warrandyte Basketball Club is
run by a 15-member committee
headed by Barry Withers, who
attributes the club’s dramatic
rise to the younger population
of the area (compared with, say,
20 years ago) and the reluc-
tance of mothers to allow their
sons to risk injury by playing
football.

“Another reason why basket-
ball is growing,” he said, “is that
it is an indoor sport played all
year round and weather is not a
problem.”

Unfortunately, the club’s
further expansion is being frus-
trated by the lack of facilities for
junior basketballers in
Warrandyte.

There has only ever been one
local court — at Warrandyte
High School, opened in 1987 —
and that_gan no longer cope
‘with the demand. WBC uses the
court every day for training and
games. On Saturdays, the stadi-

CLINTON GRYBAS con-
tinues a Diary series on
Warrandyte’s sporting
needs

um is used for 14 hours, from
early moming to late at night.
Sixteen games are played in that
time, but that is nowhere near
enough to cater for the club’s 47
junior teams. The problem can
only get worse.

For some teams, home games
come at the rate of just one per
month. In trying to rectify the
problem, the club has taken
over the Park Orchards court
every Saturday night, but the
future prospects there are not
promising with the Park Or-
chards club also growing.

On Friday nights, the situation
is especially bad. With the new
season underway, most teams
have been shocked to learn that
they will play just two or three
home games at the high school.
The under-15 girls team has in
past seasons played consecu-

A girl tests her arm and her eye at the Warrandyte netball court. The site on which

the Whitehouse stood is in the immediate background.

‘Some teams don’t get to train’

tive weeks at Dromana, Frank-
ston and Sunshine.

Despite being Warrandyte's
biggest sporting club with junior
participants, WBC is being de-
nied much-needed facilities. Mr
Withers considers this a “very
important issue”.

The high school court is wide-
ly regarded as the EDJBA’s best
venue, but it is not enough and
a quick look at the top three
clubs tells us why Warrandyte
deserves at least another court
or two. The biggest club, El-

tham, has six courts; Bulleen
has four, the same as Doncaster.

Training is also seriously af-
fected. Forty-five minutes per
week and half a court is hardly
adequate — and that is despite
many teams training at the Yarra
Valley school in North Ring-
wood and the Donvale Christian
School. Some teams don't get to
train

Obviously, Warrandyte needs
a new basketball stadium as a
matter of urgency if the sport’s
enormous popularity among

young people is to maintain its
momentum. And if a stadium is
to be built, the location is
logical.

The site where the White-
house stood would be ideal. It
would turn that part of Warran-
dyte into a tremendous sports
centre, with cricket, football,
tennis, basketball and netball
played side by side

An alternative site, Mr Withers
suggests, could be the Mullum
Mullum area, which currently
has tennis and hockey facilities

Mr Withers says fundraising
for a new stadium would have to
be “through the council as the
main contributor, with us fund-

raising to a certain extent”. He
also says that there is no other
reason why the club will not
continue its dramatic expansion
in the next few years, but has
grim thoughts if its only home
games are still being played out
of the high school

“We'd be in diabolical strife,
he said. “We'd have to send kids
to other clubs because we
would not be able to accommo-
date them. We're having enough
trouble now accommodating
people.”

KABARET AT
KANGAROO GROUND

LIMITED SEASON
DINNER & SHOW

BoOK Now -

712 0266

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING
ETC
PHONE
BUD STRINGER 844 2448

OR
MAX STRINGER 722 1236

PROMPT
MOWING

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
® SPOUTING CLEANED
® GRASS SLASHING
® RUBBISH REMOVAL ETC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE QUOTES
RING PETER

844 2458

MOBILE

HAIRDRESSING

all aspects of hairdressing

BRIDAL
STYLING
MAKE-UP

Call Joy on

844 3097

7 3
GUITAR

LESSONS

FROM EXPERIENCED BAND MUSICIAN
® Practical guitar playing
® Acoustic or electric
® Rock'n'Roll guitar
® Beginners welcome
® Music studio in Warrandyte
© Competitive rates
DICK PENGELLEY
844 1168

A

TELEPHONE:

LLOUISE J. BRENNAN LL3.
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

183 YARRA STREET
WARRANDYTE VIC.

344 3085, (03) 32
AFTER HOURS: (03) 73

ESTABLISHED 1968

(03) &

3113
28 3030
30 1943

Alan
Vitiritti

844 2159

Decorator

r
WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY CENTRE

has facilities for

® RECEPTIONS ® MEETINGS
® SOCIAL GATHERINGS
e COMMUNITY FUNCTIONS

Rates available on application
Enquiries: 844 4503, 844 2702 l

PHONE: (03) 844 1735

Quality Flowers & Gifts <
For All Occasions

102 MELBOURNE HILL ROAD

-
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Ruckman Kimberley O'Con-
nor is Warrandyte Football
Club’s best and fairest for
1991. O'Connor, a product of
the local juniors, polled 52
votes at the count on August
24 to score by 18 from de-
fender Joe Hassall.

Wingman/half-forward
Dale Vitiritti was third, on
31

The award capped an out-
standing season for O'Con-
nor — a season he originally
wanted to spend elsewhere.
He and Vitiritti had sought
clearances to East Ringwood
pre-season but returned to
the Bloods after missing the
first two games.

O'Connor was runner-up
for the 1989 award.

Rover Paul Hay won the
reserves best and fairest
with 31 votes. He scored by
six from Greg Creber, with
Roger Delli third on 23.

e under-18s award went
to Luke McFarlane-Smith (51
votes) from Ashley Simpson
(47) and David Asbel (45).
David Joy won the Eric
Houghton Award and the
most-improved trophy and
David Watson took the
coach's award.

Ruckman's big season

Senior presentation night
is on Show Eve (September
25) at the Park Orchards
Chalet. Tickets, at $30, are
available from club presi-
dent Colin Bawden (722

1771) and secret
Carrington (725 35 alg’)

Seniors full-forward Stuart
McLean won Warrandyte
Junior Football Club's best
clubman award, the Gary Al-
Isop trophy, at presentation
day this month.

McLean was runner for the
under-16s this season after
coaching for the previous
five years.

Junior awards:

Under-16: Best and fairest:
Bill Hose 1, Troy Mangos 2,
Clinton Grybas 3. Most im-
proved: Stuart Logan. Most
consistent: Nick Ware. En-
couragement award: Fernan-
do Guy.

Under-14: Best and fairest:
Ray Bellinger 1, Andrew
Mangos 2, Chris Cornell 3.
Most improved: James Lo-
gan. Coach’s award: Patrick
O'Connor. Training award:
Nick Brisbane.

Under-12: Best and fairest:
Justin Edwards 1, Damien
Brady 2, Tim Hamilton 3.
Most improved: Adam Youl.
Coach’s award: Lee McCon-
nell. Training awards: Leigh
Evans, Marcus Meade.

Under-10: Best and fairest:
Aidan Davey 1, Gabby Kuz-
ma 2, Nathan Lear 3. Most
consistent: Rocky Lobosco.
Coach’s award: Jeremy Sel-
leck. Training awards: Jar-
rod Irvine, Rick Templeton.

The following junior spon-
sors provided trophies: War-
randyte Hardware, John and
D Motors, Nowak Pharmacy,
Mr Ginger's Coffee Shop,
John Spencer Real Estate,
Thyme on the Terrace, G and
S Smallgoods Dist., Warran-
dyte Hot Bread, Warrandyte
Video, Jones Pharmacy,
Jones Cycles, Snowy Prior
Plumbing, Riverview Mo-
tors, Vitiritti Painters,
Golden Gate Store.

The Len Woods and Lions
Club perpetual shields for
under-14s and under-16s
were won by Ray Bellinger
and Bill Hose respectively.

O’Connor is Bloods’ best

Kimberley O’Connor

Purcell reappointed

David Purcell has been reap-
pointed senior coach of War-
randyte Football Club for
next season — but there will
be new faces at the top off
the field.

Club president Colin Bawden
and secretary Norm Carrington

have both announced that for
business and family reasons,
they will not be seeking re-
election

Purcell's reappointment had

been regarded as a mere formal-
ity after he had led the Bloods

Colin Bawden

Footy club sticks with a winner

into the EDFL third division finals
after a shocking start to the
season.

Warrandyte's season ended on
August 18 when they were beat-
en by a point by Lilydale in the
first semi-final at Scoresby.

Purcell, recruited this year
from Heidelberg with reserves
coach Greg Walsh, who has also
been reappointed, will be looking
for big, experienced recruits to
strengthen the Bloods’ premier-
ship thrust next season.

“l don't think we can win a
premiership with the players we
have," he told the Diary.

“Our lack of height showed in
the last quarter of the first semi-
final when the Lilydale big men
were able to take steadying and
!F'ng marks when it mattered

“We certainly need expe-
nenced InL, men, but I'm not sure
we are going to be able to entice

them from other clubs for $50 a
game.”

(Senior players are paid $50 for
a winning game, and nothing for
a loss, under the incentive

scheme implemented by the club
this season.)

Outgoing president Bawden,
who has been in the chair for two
years, described 1991 as a great
year for the club, a year in which
fortunes on and off the field had
been turned around.

“David (Purcell) really got the
best out of the players and I'm
delighted that he will be coach-
ing again next year,” he said.

“Young players like Trent Fergu-
son and Glen McCartin showed

great improvement under David’s
leadership and we're confident
that improvement will continue
in 19927

Bawden said the club had not
yet totally wiped out last year's
financial deficit, but he believed
that functions such as the spon-
sors' luncheon held before the
last home game would contrib-
ute largely to future viability.

“Heavyweight boxing cham-

pion Jimmy Thunder was special
guest at that luncheon and the
occasirm was an outstanding
success,” he said. “I'm sure the
new committee will be Iookmg at
similar functions next season.

A former top club official has
been approached to stand for the
presidency and is believed to
have tentatively agreed.

Energetic secretary Carrington
has signiﬁed his intention to re-
turn to “active service” at the
club after a year’s break.

WAC to
look at
our needs

Doncaster and Templestowe
%)uncil has Axciemory mmisscione::!‘l the

e i ommittee
to investigate the needs of sport-
ing groups in this area.

The committee will study the
facilities available, particularly in
the recreation ground area, and
will be calling for submissions
from interested groups and
individuals.

A public meeting will then be
called to form a committee to
recommendations  to

Warrandyte Cricket Club pres-
ident Mark Davis, WAC's
representative, told the Diary:
% shortage of facilities has
become quite acute over the last
few years. The demolition of the
White House has brought the
matter to a head and that area
may be able to be used for more
sporting facilities.

“For example there are no fa-
cilities whatsoever for older peo-
ple — a bowling«club has been
on the cards for a long time but
there has been no space
available.

“The basketball and netball
clubs are without a home and
their many members, mostly
young people, have strong
claims for consideration.

“As well, the huge popularity
of tennis has meant that the ten-
nis club needs to expand by at
least two courts and parking is
also a problem. The football and
cricket clubs also want to extend
their rooms in the longer term so
they can hold dinner: ces and
similar functions such as presen-
tation nights.

“WAC recognises the urgency
of the problem and wants to
make a solution its priority fol-
lowing the compleuon of the
community centre.”

Davis invites inquiries on 844
1186 (H) and 603 3825 (W).

Basketball: the sport going pla-
ces with nowhere to go — page

Quick cricket just for the Rids

Warrandyte Cricket Club is
considering a Friday evening
competition for e]?ht to 10-
year-old boys and

The club already has the
support of the local pirm
schools to run the com ar]y
tion at the recreation ground

It is hoped to have four
games going simultaneously
on the main oval and to have
snacks such as hamburgers,
sausages and sandwiches
available at low prices.

Games would be based on
Kanga cricket rules, using
specially designed plastic
gear. The emphasis would be
on fun and learning rather
than competition.

It is a new idea called dual
pitch cricket which means
that the players are constantly
involved and not gemnf
bored waiting to bat or bowl.

Dual pitch cricket is fast
and excr(lng and VCA trials

have shown it to be very
popular.

The cricket club would
hope to attract families to the
games, which would probably
run from 5.30 to 7.30.

WCC president Mark Davis
would like to hear from inter-
ested parents. His ne
numbers are 844 1186 (h) and
603 3825 (w).

The club has started senior
and junior training for the

new cricket season and is en-
couraged by attendances so
far. Training will be hampered
somewhat by work on the
ground.

The seniors exrect to lose a
few players, including some
promising youngsters to turf
cricket.

Warrandyte's women play-
ers have started indoor train-
ing with a solid foundation of
last year’s personnel.

Warrandyte

® Warrandyte Cellars
® SSW Supermarket

The Warrandyte Football Club Inc.

gratefully acknowledges the following
Gold and Silver Sponsors

® The Grand Hotel

® Shell South
Warrandyte

® Geoff Feltham “Tiler”

* New Release — Beacon Hill Semillon Chardonnay

WARRANDYTE CELLARS

152-156 YARRA STREET — TELEPHONE 844 3282

* Jean Pierre Champagne ...........c.cc. vmieieevmmmesiubasbescunns $2.95 ($34.00 per doz.)
* McWIIEm's Brandy. B ... aisisricusa s SUARARRELE . ot .o disied $14.99
* Grant’s Scotch Whishy. .. rnseme et it . L. o o it u $19.95

...85.95 (568.00 per doz.)

e KAB Plumbing

1 those who suPPO" i

*Clancy’s 1988 ... E. A oW IS S L SN Wl YRl $9.95 (S115.00 per doz.)
* Andrew Garrett ShraZ 1987.... cuussics v saipvusgsdigossss ios vt 8 $9.95 (5110.00 per doz.)

Suppo

PHONE: TUES/WED/THURS 844 3367 MON/FRI 876 2613
WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL CLUB INC. PO BOX 151, WARRANDYTE 3113

PLUMBER AND GASFITTER

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS

Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 10 DAVID ROAD, WARRANDYTE

JOHN RYAN 844 2552 MOBILE PHONE (018) 332777




