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By RACHEL BAKER

A community en,
ar to village

allotments, is being estab-
lished in Forbes Street, on
vacant land behind Warran-
dyte police station.

Permission to establish the
farden on the land, known
ocally as the police pad-
dock, was gained from
Victoria Police command
last month.

The project, an initiative of
the local Police Community
Consultative Committee
(PCCO), will include the
installation of garden beds,
greenhouse, shed, rotunda
and a small playground for
children. Local businesses
and service clubs are being
urged to offer their support
for the supgey of necessary

veral experts,
lncluding local landscape
designer Bev Hanson, are
being consulted.

“The garden will be made
available to all members of
the community to grow fruit,
vegetables and flowers, in a
social environment,” police
sergeant Keith Walker told
the Diary. “Gardeners will
be able to meet others and
share advice as they make
the most of the impressive

Police paddock
for community
garden project

facilities that will be on
offer.”

Residents of the area, as
well as people from other
suburbs, along with schools,
elderly citizens’ centres,
nursing homes and other
special needs groups are
being invited to participate.

A lot of interest has already

been received, but the PCCC
are keen to hear from others
who wish to be involved.
They can contact Keith
Walker on 9844 3231.

Sgt Keith Walker: come
into the garden, folks.

TR F

Soon to be a community garden: old grazmﬁ land behlnd
Warrandyte police station. (Picture by Jan Ti

indale)

Plan for super park

OK, WHo WANTS To RosSE
FoR THE LocO DESIGNERS
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Future of depot unclear

By DAVID WYMAN
Government-owned bush-
land reserves and parks
along the Yarra—from
Yarra Bend to Sugarloaf—
are to be linked under one
overall management.

The future of Warrandyte State
Park under the new Parks Vic-
toria regime is unclear, but ra-
tionalisation of park assets and
services along the Yarra seems
certain.

Parks Victoria, announced on
December 12, is the new organi-
sation which merges the opera-
tional activities of the National
Parks Service and Melbourne
Parks and Waterways.

Warrandyte State Park will join
parks like Westerfolds, Yarra
Bend, Banksia and Sugarloaf to
form the Lower Yarra district of
Melbourne West, Parks Victoria,
embracing all parks from Yarra
Bend to Sugarloaf.

While all National Parks Serv-
ice policy issues on park man-
agement will remain intact, it is
the rationalisation of certain

park assets like depots and such
services as firefighting which
are a worry in the future for War-
randyte State Park.

There are 10 parks in the
Lower Yarra district, all along or
near the Yarra River, in close
proximity to each other.

A spokesman for Parks Victo-
ria, Stewart Ord, acting regional
manager, Melbourne West, ad-
mitted to the Diary that there
“obviously would be rationalisa-
tion of certain park facilities”.
This could result in more serv-
ices being available to Warran-
dyte State Park, he said.

But he would not give an an-
swer on the future of Warran-
dyte’s depot, saying that the use
of park assets collectively was
being looked at.

The secretary of the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park, Cathy
Willis, said it was too early to
predict any future changes in
the operation of the park under
the new Parks Victoria.

“A particular concern in the
future would be the park depot
at Pound Bend. This has an im-
portant firefighting facility

IN CASE OF FIRE cAu.. 000

which at times of bushfires im-
pinges on the whole town and
outlying properties, because the
Warrandyte park is so dis-
jointed,” Cathy Willis said.

“We have always been con-
cerned about staffing at the park
and the direction of conserva-
tion in the park. We hope that
these will not change and that
there will be some extra funding
for conservation in Warran-
dyte.”

Mr Ord told the Diary: “Obvi-
ously there is going to be a look
at rationalisation of depots and
there is no answer for Warran-
dyte.

“That is one of many transi-
tional issues that are being
looked at now by various project
teams. There will be no immedi-
ate change.

“Imust admit | haven't been to
the Warrandyte depot but I've
been told that apparently it is
reasonably old in comparison
with some other assets within
Parks Victoria. We will be look-
ing at where it's best to base an
operational crew.”

On the subject of bushfire con-
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trol, Mr Ord said that each of the
parks would carry out their fire
control responsibilities in the
current season “as if the merger
had not occurred”

“In the future, potentially
places like Warrandyte will have
access to more resources closer
to the scene,” he said

“We would expect in the future
that there would be more
trained people and equipment
available on Warrandyte's door-
step to help fight fires.

“That’s a real positive of the
merger. We recognise that War-
randyte is one of the most fire
dangerous areas in the state and
our park is right there in the
middle of it.”

Mr Ord said that, for the cur-
rent fire season, there were
about four extra fire crew at
Warrandyte State Park and he
thought that would probably
continue.

He said that the Mount Lofty
area, upstream of Warrandyte,
was in the process of being pur-
chased by the National Parks
Service and would be part of the
Lower Yarra district.

BH 9844 1888

Warrandyte Horse Float
& Trailer Hire

Ll S SR

Coachman Floats, Car Trailers,
Furniture Vans, 6x4, 8x5 Caged and Flat

LOT 2 ANZAC ROAD

AH 9844 4747




A unique combination of

CRAFT GALLERY
Featuring a special exhibition A Carnival of Colour
opens March 13th. Our normal display includes
ceramics, glass, paintings, woodcraft and more!

9844 3078
LICENSED RESTAURANT

Lunch, Moming & Afternoon Tea — Tues to Sun
| Dinner — Thur, Fri and Sat
Winemakers Dinner featuring Dalfarras Wines

March 14th

9844 2270 - 9844 1222
POTTERS SCHOOL

Classes in Pottery — Wheel Work, Sculpture
and Life Drawing

9844 2333
321 JUMPING CREEK ROAD, WARRANDYTE 3113

FEBRUARY

g
Leather Sandals
Ratik slip dresses

(AT THE BRIDCE]
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232 YarRA St
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WMI & AA Inc
WHY NOT JOIN?

For information on all activities

in drama, music, painting,
pottery, crafts and dance:

Marjorie Beecham, 9844 3206

WARRANDYTE MECHANICS INSTITUTE
& ARTS ASSOCIATION INC,

CNR MITCHELL AVENUE & YARRA
STREET

P.0. BOX 150, WARRANDYTE 3113

LEARNTO
DRAW

From experienced Artist/Teacher
* Friendly studio environment

*Beginners and advanced

students welcome
* Wide range of techniques
*Various mediums and subjects

*Year 11 & 12 VCE students
welcome. Help given with folio
work and presentation

* Competitive rates
NIJOLE PENGELLEY
9844 1168

(%A‘n Z?yl'ne

CIVIL MARRIAGE
CELEBRANT

* Renewal of vows

* Name Givings
* Personalised services
for that special day

9844 2155
Mobile 015 517 900

I TIMBERSTAINING T
MUDBRICK & CEMENT I

* Rendering

* Repairs

* Colour Matching
* Waterproofing

Ring MICHAEL
1 on 9712 0436

SHIATSU
THERAPY

Treatment for

menstrual disorders
headaches
backache

digestive problems
muscular aches

and pains etc

Available Wednesday
and Saturday
Marita McGuirk dip. shiatsu

9876 4584

WARRANDYTE
WELDING

|
All materials welded. |
Your place or mine.
No job too small

|

|
RING R
NEIL CARTER l
9844 2547 |

Judith’s slice of bad

We are unable to detail
- the golfing achieve-
1 ments of Judith Woods

in terms of pars, bird-
ies, eagles et cetera, but we can
tell you that only last month she
scored a 6ft 6in policeman. And
knocked him right out! Judith
and hubby Len, of North Warran-
dyte, have a holiday place at
Bonnie Doon and play the odd
round at Mansfield (odd in this
case being the operative word).
The awesome tee shot she
played there last month was
hard, wide and unhandsome, a
rank slice into the adjoining fair-
way where the local giant police-
man knew what hit him on the
head only after he'd come to. He
wasn't too happy about it but
stopped short of arresting
Judith for causing grievous bod-
ily harm. Neither was he too
happy about the observation of
his playing partner that it was
his own fault for being so tall,
that the ball would have flown
harmlessly over the head of a
shorter bloke. And what hap-
pened to the ball that KOd the
copper? It bounced off his head
and looped high in the air back
into Judith’s fairway. Judith is
obviously very good at trick

shots.
'? see a lot things in the
course of their daily
constitutional walk along the
riverbank, but they were unpre-
pared for what they strolled into
one Wednesday morning last
month. There were two art
classes in session just down-
stream from the bridge. One was
painting riverscapes, the other
a naked woman. Yes, folks, as
naked as the day she left the
womb. Estimated to be in her
late 20s and not at all unattrac-
tive—or, as Coxie put it, “very
satisfactory for a bloke pushing
73". Having taken in the scene,
Bob and Paddy continued their
walk and on the return leg met a
busload of Japanese tourists
who had just passed the art
classes. The visitors were talk-
ing very animatedly and you
didn’t need a grasp of the Japa-
nese language to know what
they were talking about. Later
that day, Bob bumped into local
police chief Keith Walker and,
out of sheer curiosity asked was
it strictly legal to pose nude on
the banks of the Yarra. Sergeant
Walker said it was an interesting
one and pointed out that what
might offend, say, a busload of
nuns might not necessarily of-
fend a busload of Japanese tour-
ists. Further, he said, the local
police were disappointed they
were not given notice of this par-
ticular painting session so they
could strategically position
themselves with binoculars and
judge for themselves the legali-

ties or otherwise.
'? start a Queensland
holiday with the family,
he asked wife Pauline if she'd
turned off the hot-water system.
He probably appended the ques-
tion with the word “darling” be-
cause that's the sort of fellow he
is. Pauline said she hadn’t but
would do so. Unfortunately, she

Bob and Paddy Cox, of
Brackenbury Street,

As Neil Dusting was
backing the car out to

luck for the law!

[N RED & WHITE

flicked the wrong switch and
turned off the entire power sup-
ply—and if you've ever left a
packed freezer off for a month
in mid-summer you'll have an
idea of the disaster area the
Dustings walked into when they
arrived back at Osborne Road.
Of particular interest was a
black pudding which had grown
legs and hair. Quizzed about his
immediate reaction to the deba-
cle, Neil swore he just looked at
Pauline and said “Dear”. And we
believe him because that's the

Irish Les, the car sales-

sort of fellow he is.
man of Yarra Street,
lives within a short

i walk of the Grand Ho-

tel, which is very convenient
because he is not at all averse
to a drop of the singing syrup.
The other early evening he had
a topside roast in the oven and
was commuting between the
kitchen and the pub, checking
on his dinner’s progress and
having a pot or three. Which in-
spired his mates Geoff Feltham
and Greg Dawson to a dastardly
deed. When Les returned to the
bar from his latest inspection,
they said they were going home
but instead went straight to his
place, let themselves in, turned
on the lights and the tele, took
the roast from the oven, put it
on a plate with a couple of raw
potatoes and an egg and stuck
it in his bed. It took Les quite a
while to find that topside when
he arrived home with his buddy
Little Joe, but having done so,
he popped it back in the oven,
completed the cooking process

and deemed it delicious.
We're not quite finished
yet with the adventures
of Irish Les. He had pos-

i sums in his ceiling, see,

and they were costing him a lot
of sleep. He reckoned they were
tap-dancing up there every
night. So he borrowed a couple
of traps, caught a pair of the
pesky varmints that very night
and released them—very gin-
gerly, because they’'d taken
quite a dislike to him—at
Mullum Mullum Creek next day
on his way to work. Les was rel-
ishing the prospect of uninter-
rupted sleep when he turned in
that night, but it wasn’t to be.
Bloody possums in the ceiling
again. He reckons they were not
the same possums he'd released
that morning, but where’s the
romance in the man? We prefer
to believe that those two pos-
sums walked all the way from
Mullum Mullum Creek to the
ceiling they called home. Which
is a story to knock the socks off

Lassie Come Home.
dinner caper) is a tiler

$ Geoff Feltham (yes, he
by trade, so the re-tiling

of the Irish Les roast
of his toilet floor should have

been a pushover. It wasn't, Hav-
ing lifted the old tiles, Geoff
found the floorboards had rot-
ted, so he called his builder
mate Alan (Coatsy) Koetsveld to
cut them out. Which Coatsy did,
cutting through an electrical ca-
ble in the process, which re-
quired the expertise of electri-
cian Greg Dawson, Geoff's ac-
complice in the aforementioned
topside outrage. That fixed,
somebody smelt a smell, a
strong smell deemed to be gas.
So Gas and Fuel was contacted
and a plumber sent to sniff it out.
He dug, he probed, he sniffed
many, many times, but the
source of the gas leak remained
a mystery. So the Gas and Fuel
heavies came in with all sorts of
gear and gizmos and spent a
couple of fruitless hours doing
their thing. Just as Geoff's place
was about to be declared a po-
tential disaster area, someone
lifted the lid of the Sulo bin
which had stood there all the
time and there was the “gas
leak”. A bottle of take-your-
breath-away garlic sauce which
Margaret, the lady of the house,
had decided was too pungent
for human consumption and

thrown out.
_.$' take some people
some time to get used
to the fact that what used to be
the chemist shop in the main
drag is now Spencer Martin Real
Estate. Like the dear old lady
who tottered in the other day
and put a prescription on the
counter. “Sorry,” said Glenn Mar-
tin, “we don’t sell drugs here any

more.”
_ﬁ' Colquhoun was one of
about 2500 death-defy-
ing adventure-seekers who
braved the elements, sharks and
jellyfish in the pier-to-pub swim
at Portsea last month. Noddy fin-
ished midfield and was happy
with his time of 38 minutes. He
was also happy (as was the
Portsea publican) that it was
pier to pub and not the other

way around.
bit, but always parked

i and unoccupied. But

the registration plate “RAMJET"
told us the owner had to be a
Roger and a fan of the ABC TV
cartoon series. Right on both
counts. It's Roger Drew.

.Smokey
5 Joe

Old habits really do die
hard and it's going to

Intrepid Warrandyte
lad Scott (Noddy)

We'd seen the car
around town quite a

GEOFF FELTHAM
WALL & FLOOR TILER

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 0412 101 759

A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR. (ENG)

TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN

® Pruning & Tree Removals @ Tree Surgery

@ Stump Removal
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FULL INSURANCE, FREE QUOTES

9844 1161 — 0412 101 759

® Mulching Services

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS!

YOUR LOCAL

CABINET MAKER

NEW KITCHENS & BENCH TOPS
BATHROOM VANITIES & PANTRIES
WALL UNITS & BOOK CASES
WORK STATIONS & STUDENT DESKS

KITCHENS RELAMINATED—
NEW DOORS & DRAWERS

PENSIONER DISCOUNTS

GEOFF RUCK
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD

9876 3331
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collect materials from the hard-

ntre gets another chance

|
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includes “the instailation of co-

ware store to pull up in a loading furniture and
bay arrangement,” she said. “This  public lighting in a theme which
msmmmmmm the character and local
small commercial vehicles.” amenity of the Warrandyte West
Part of the area opposite
the Melbourne Hill shops will Four thousand dollars worth of
be replaced by bitumen car park- new signs will be put up around
ing spaces. Concern had been ex- the centre.
pressed about the dust in summer The plan to the West
and potholes and mud during win- End area is not a new one. The
ter. mmw«wma
Kim Behringer said the restof the  six month study public com-
area will be landscaped at ment in 1993. After several coun-
of $43,00 a cost of $35,000, which includes cil meetings with local owners
, near new drainage. “At the moment this and traders they decided to pro-
Also planned is a new vehicle  According and itis not itsap- but, according to council minutes,
)ehind the former Goiden cil spok Kim Behri ,  pearance is worthy of its role as a  “During this phase of work it be-
ilk bar | Colin Avenue the road is of a “very poor shop-front to the centre. It is pro- came apparent there were signifi-
v It is proposed to  posed to landscape the village cantinherent pr
metre wide two-way ct this intersection  green area to improve its - associated with the proposed
afootpathandbeona so that vehicle routes are more ance and to contribute to the en-
e to make it wheel d. Provision has hancement of the centre.” The scheme is expected to be
it is expected to cost made for vehicles which need to The proposal for the entire area  implemented in August this year.

Trees go for vineyard,
restaurant project

By DAVID WYMAN

The clearing of trees and
future establishment of a
“bed and breakfast, vine-
yard, dam, wholesale
nursery and wine tasting/
restaurant” on a property
in South Warrandyte has
shocked and surprised
local environmentalists.

The property is in the triangle
formed by Croydon Road, War-
randyte-Ringwood Road and
Hall Road. The land in front of
the “homestead” has been al-
most fully cleared of vegetation
and construction of a dam and
trellis work for vines has begun.

Local planning professionals
think the property is too ex-
posed for such a development,
possibly increasing traffic prob-
lems on a narrow road (Croydon
Road) and introducing potential
hazards—spraying vines with
fungicides and the other proc-

esses of viticulture so close to
houses and public roads.

The owners received a permit
for the development on Decem-
ber 4, 1996. Again no consulta-
tion was made by Manningham
council to Warrandyte environ-
ment groups, notably the War-
randyte Advisory Committee.

WAC chairman, Alan King, told
the Diary: “Obviously we are
concerned that it is not a prec-
edent for the wholesale clearing
of Warrandyte for the growing of
grapes. Spraying of vines is a
concern. The reason why
orchardists have left the area
was the residential pressure
placed on them to minimise or
stop spraying their trees.”

In a statement to the Diary,
council’s planning manager,
Marco Negri, said the owner’s
permit application was adver-
tised by way of letters to nearby
properties and two large signs
on the site. One objection had
been received but this had been
subsequently withdrawn.

Council had issued a permit
subject to 32 conditions includ-
ing a landscape plan, landscape
bond and extensive planting of
indigenous plants.

“The permit was issued for
buildings, works and vegetation
removal associated with the use
and development of a bed and
breakfast, vineyard, dam, whole-

sale plant nursery and
winetasting/restaurant,” Mr
Negri said.

“Each of the uses is permitted
in the zone either as ‘as-of-right’
(in the case of vineyard-agricul-
tural use) or require a planning
permit.”

WAC's Alan King commented:
“We were surprised that the
community and particularly
WAC were not informed about
the permit application.

“There were a number of ma-
ture native trees removed in the
total clearing and if the chip-
pings on the side of property are
from trees on the site, then there
were a lot of trees felled.”

“A number of mature native trees removed in the total clearing” for a proposed South

Warrandyte vineyard. (Picture by Jan TIndale)

Four Warrandyte residents
were recognised for their con-
tributions to the local commu-
nity with an Australia Day
Award at a ceremony on Janu-
ary 26. The awards were pre-
sented by the Federal Member
for Menzies, Kevin Andrews, at
the Great Hall in Heidelberg.

Jean Chapman, Gail Dick,
Peggy Dunnett and Barry
Phillips were all recognised for
their significant contributions.

“The purpose of the awards
is to recognise the valued con-
tribution that many people
make to the local community,”
Mr Andrews said.

® Jean Chapman has a long
history of serving the Warran-
dyte community. She helped
found the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Workshop Co-op 15 years
ago. This was the springboard
for the development of many
local services, including job ex-
change, family support, a
wood-fuel yard, mudbrick
yard, youth drop-in coffee
shop, after-school care and
community information and
advice.

Many of these enterprises
developed into viable separate
organisations. When Warran-
dyte Neighbourhood House
found itself in a crisis situation
last year due to the restructur-
ing of funding and committee
changes, Jean leapt in to give
more of her time to help keep
the house alive.

@ Gail Dick has been a mem-
ber of the Manningham City
Council Disability Advisory
Committee for a number of
years. As past chairman and
committee member she has
worked for the establishment
of recreation opportunities,
support services and employ-
ment training within
Manningham for young adults
with intellectual disabilities.

Working at Bulleen Heights
school in the work education
area, she has formed many net-
works in the local community
to encourage and facilitate
transition employment. As a

Activists honoured

Flashback: Jean Chapman at her Warrandyte

Community Workshop Co-op desk.

member of the committee for
REAL (Rights, Employment, Ac-
commodation and Leisure), Gail
is working to establish a centre
in Manningham to provide work
transition opportunities for tre
school leavers. by

@ Peggy Dunnett is an original
member of the committee
formed in 1970 to assess the
possibility of the formation of an
independent Meals on Wheels
service for the elderly citizens
of Warrandyte.

She was an honorary adminis-
trator with the Warrandyte and
District Welfare Service for 16
years. This involved the order-
ing of meals and completion of
day sheets for delivering meals
by volunteers. She combined
this with the position of treas-
urer.

After 25 years she is still a com-
mittee member and treasurer
and still delivers meals on
wheels to the elderly citizens of
Warrandyte.

@ Barry Phillips has been in-
volved in Little Athletics for 13
years. In 1987 he was elected

ics

for

track and field manager of the
Rieschiecks Reserve centre
management, a position he
held for three years. He later
became president of the cen-

for three years, followed
a two year term as presi-

dent of the Doncaster club
He became a qualified ath-
letics coach and was ap-
pointed assistant team man-
ager for the state Little Athlet-

team which successfully

competed in Canberrain 1991

His interests extend from
coaching and training to in-
volvement with the develop-
ment of the athletic track re-
serve.

He became chairman of the
Rieschiecks Reserve Com-
bined Athletic Advisory Com-
mittee for the future planning
and development of the re-
serve. This committee’s delib-
erations and Barry's persever-
ance with track improve-
ments are largely responsible

the present work to up-

grade the track to a modern
synthetic surface.

PETER GARDINER LL.B

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

LOUISE J. BRENNAN s
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

183 Yarra Street
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Telephone: (03) 9844 3085, (03) 9328 3030
After Hours: (03) 9730 1943

ESTABLISHED 1968

West End, Warrandyte

For Legal Work including:
e Property Conveyancing
e Family Law
® Court Representation
® Wills and Estates
® Sale of Business
Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Ph: 98441111
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) AH. 98441192

Fax: 9844 1792

CONVEYANCING
5350

(plus disbursements)
handled personally by

SOLICITOR
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH 51 us

ALL OTHER LEGAL MATTERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES
PHONE 9844 4646 - ALL HOURS




These Warrandyte fireﬁgh{e and their trucks helped save Ferny Creek. (Picture by Jan Tindale)

A bad couple of days

RICHARD WARWICK
was called out to the
Ferny Creek fires.
This is his story.

You could tell it was going to be
a bad couple of days by the
weather forecast—tempera-
tures of 40 degrees and strong
northerly winds, reminiscent of
the days before Ash Wednesday
in 1983.

Our worst fears were realised
on the Monday evening when a
large fire started on Mt Martha
overlooking Port Phillip Bay
near Dromana. The CFA were so
concerned about it that they
deployed three units from the
Warrandyte area (North, South
and Warrandyte) in addition to
many others from around Mel-
bourne to help fight the blaze.

Tuesday dawned as another 40
degree day with very strong
northerly winds, not many peo-
ple in Warrandyte had a good
sleep that night. Many of us were
so concerned at the prospects
of a bad day in Warrandyte that
we took the day off or at least
came home from work before
lunch. Once home, we prepared
our own homes by last minute
cleaning up, filling baths with
water, laying out the garden
hoses and going over what the
family would do in the event of
a fire around our home.

At around 10.30am the CFA
called for assistance from each
of the three Warrandyte bri-
gades to send trucks with five
person crews to Montrose to
help fight the first of the fires
there and at Kalorama. As each
brigade has two units, there
were still sufficient resources
available within Warrandyte in
case a fire broke out here.

WILDFIRE FEATURE

For those of us left in Warran-
dyte, we were kept busy with a
number of calls throughout the
afternoon of smoke sightings in
the area. Fortunately there was
nothing serious and all were
quickly controlled. As the after-
noon wore on, we could clearly
see the large plumes of smoke
in the Dandenongs and realised
that they were in real trouble.
The three Warrandyte units
were later deployed to Ferny
Creek as that was the fire that
was causing the most concern
to the CFA.

A relief crew was despatched
by bus to Ferny Creek to take
over from the first crews at 7pm.
On the journey in the bus one
had many mixed feelings about
what to expect when we got
there. At that stage it was not
known how extensive the dam-
age was nor whether there was
any loss of life. Also, a cool
change with strong winds from
the south-west was predicted
and that could make the situa-
tion worse if the wrong condi-
tions were present.

As we drove through the
Dandenongs one couldn’t help
but observe a number of strange
things. Firstly, the number of fire
trucks that had been deployed

to the area and the diversity of
origins, places such as Edi,
Eldorado, Shepparton (north-
east Victoria), Geelong, Lara,
Werribee (west coast), Yinnar
South, Callignee, Lang Lang
(Gippsland) in addition to many
from the Dandenongs and the
Lower Yarra area. This is indica-
tive of the CFA’s policy to hit it
as hard as possible as early as
possible.

The second observation was
how green it appeared in com-
parison with the Warrandyte
area. This was obviously a false
impression when one observed
how ferocious the fires had
burned the bush on the western
side of the mountains.

Thirdly, one observed the
large number of homes in the
unburnt area that had all the
wrong things—spouts chock-a-
block with dry leaves, trees
hanging over homes, no clearing
at all done around the house.

Finally, the police had closed
the whole area to all but emer-
gency vehicles. This created an
eerie feel to the place as there
was hardly anyone around.

When we arrived at Ferny
Creek we were taken to the oval
where there were about 60 fire
trucks parked and ready for the
changeover crews. The women's
auxiliary of the local brigades
were hard at work feeding the
hungry hordes, the St Johns
Ambulance were tending to mi-
nor injuries (mainly smoke in
the eyes) and the CFA radio com-
mand units were doing an excel-
lent job controlling the deploy-
ment of all these resources. The
immediate observation was one
of calm control—we all knew
what we had to do and we knew
we had the backing of the locals
and other support agencies.

Having been well fed (it

amazed us how they were able
to arrange such a large volume
of food and drink) our brigades
were sent to the One Tree Hill
area to assist with blacking out.
At the time we did not realise it,
but we were literally around the
corner from where three people
lost their lives and many homes
were destroyed.

After an hour or so, we were
then sent to Tobruk Avenue near
the base of the mountain just off
Mountain Highway. This was the
location where Arson Squad po-
lice later discovered evidence
that one of the fires had been de-
liberately lit. It reminded us a lit-
tle of driving along Gold Memo-
rial Road with thick bush sur-
rounding the road.

By this time it was very dark
and all that could be seen were
the flames of burning tree
stumps. Whilst blacking out in
this area we found that the fire
had burned everything and that
all was left was the bare rock of
this very steeply sloping land.

An hour or so later we were
sent further into the bush to
stop another fire that had
started and was once again rap-
idly going up the hill towards
One Tree Hill. During the battle
to stop this fire, it was evident
that the undergrowth was very
thick and tinder dry.

We kept this up for most of the
night and were relieved when
the call came to go back to the
Ferny Creek oval for breakfast.
This turned out to be a magnifi-
cent cooked meal of eggs and
bacon and quite a few of us went
back for seconds.

Shortly after breakfast we
were advised that we were be-
ing released from duty as the
weather had cooled sufficiently
and that rain was due to fall
within a couple of hours.

Lots of lessons
to be learned

By FIA CLENDINNEN

Warrandyte has a lot in common
with the Dandenongs. They are
both hilly, beautiful places.
There is a lot of natural bush and
the locals want to keep it that
way. In both areas there is a
strong sense of community and
people feel pretty passionate
about living there.

But Warrandyte and the
Dandenongs have something
more worrying in common—
they're vulnerable to bushfires.

On January 21 probably eve-
ryone in Warrandyte was anx-
iously monitoring the progress
of the fires. We were lucky, the
fires came nowhere near us. The
people in the Dandenongs were
not so lucky. They lost 41 houses
and three people died.

There are very good reasons
to be frightened of bushfires but
to survive you need more than
fear. One thing that can help you
survive is knowledge.

Two years ago | set up a Com-
munity Fireguard Group in my
street because | wanted to learn
about bushfires from the ex-
perts—the Country Fire Author-
ity. At our meetings we were told
what actually happens during a
bushfire. We were shown videos.
Our houses were given a bush
fire survival rating, using a me-
ter developed by the CSIRO. The
captain of the local brigade
warned us not to expect much

assistance from the CFA.

We heard some incredible sto-
ries from the Ash Wednesday
fires: about the couple who
packed their bags and waited for
“someone” to come and save
them. No one did; they died.
Then there was the little old lady
who put out the spot fires
around her house, using a
bucket filled from her grandchil-
dren’s wading pool. She saved
her house, all by herself.

I think we all felt the meetings
were valuable and we learned
something. Now, when we have
to decide what to do in a fire,
that decision will be based more
on facts and less on panic.

Stephen Pascoe, the Commu-
nity Fireguard Facilitator, pro-
vides vital information. “The aim
of Community Fireguard is to
give people the information to
develop their own survival strat-
egy,” he said.

“This can range from simply
being out of the area, right
through to preparing your
house and staying with it
through the fire.”

He also stressed that there are
no blanket rules about how to
prepare for a fire. “Everyone is
different, everyone has different
abilities and expectations. Each
house is a different situation.”

For more information about
Community Fireguard contact
Stephen Pascoe on 9735 0511.

High risk street
sets example

By CLINTON GRYBAS

The CFA announcement in De-
cember that fire trucks would
not go into Osborne Road in the
event of a major bushfire came
as little surprise to residents of
the thickly vegetated street.

“We have known almost since
as far back as the Ash Wednes-
day fires that the CFA will not
help us in a major wildfire,” said
Ruth Rankin, member of the
Osborne Road Community Fire-
guard Group.

“Ever since the CFA lost the
Panton Hill tanker in the Ash
Wednesday fires we have been
aware they will not come down
here.

“A lot of Warrandyte people
lost friends on that tanker.”

While living in one of the high-
est fire risk streets in the state
has its delights through the win-
ter months, summer means con-
stant awareness and nervous
days watching the sky.

“On a total fire ban day; peo-
ple who are going to evacuate
their homes in a fire are told to
leave town,” Mrs Rankin said.

“Those who are going to stay
to try and save their house are
urged not to go to work. This is
because it is impossible to ei-
ther get in or out of Warrandyte
during a major fire.

“We saw this in 1991. My hus-
band had to swim across the
river just to get back here.”

Fifteen homes in the group are
currently undertaking another
fire training session under the
guidance of the CFA. The group
are expecting the delivery of a
CFA pager shortly which will
give them early warning of any
fire and the location and de-
scription of it.

Also providing vital informa-
tion is a ‘phone tree’, which is
set off immediately a resident
becomes aware of a fire.

“One of the things we are
taught in training is that virtu-
ally every fire that starts can ini-
tially be put out with a cup of
water. Most homes that are lost
can be saved quite easily, but
once the small fire catches on it
becomes almost impossible,”
Mrs Rankin said.

“The training teaches you to
be aware of the small fires. The
information you glean from
training is invaluable, like bring-
ing in your doormat. All of the
hints help.”

And she has stern advice for
the other streets labelled as
ones which the CFA would not
enter in the case of a major fire.

“They must get a fireguard
group together, absolutely. They
have to be prepared. We won't
be relying on the CFA and nei-
ther can these people. But un-
fortunately most people simply
don’t understand the risks they
take in living here.”

RON C. DAY

GARDEN SOILS

BUILDING SANDS
All quarry products for drives & paths

9844 3329

496 WARRANDYTE ROAD
SOUTH WARRANDYTE
VICTORIA 3134

AUSTRALIAN NATIVES
Wholesale & Retail

KYM DOCWRA & BRAD REID

TEL/FAX 9844 3368

RGIINGIAWAYE

Trust Rae and Sue to
look after your place
till you get back.

Contact ‘The Good Faeries’ Rae
and Sue to care for your pets
and gardens and clear your mail.

YEAR ROUND SERVICE

9844 3819-9844 4129

Warrandyte
Community Church

57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 4148

KIDS CLUB
For all primary aged children.
Games, snacks, stories and craft
Fridays, 3.45-5.30pm

YOUTH GROUP
For high school kids
Friday fortnightly 7pm

FAMILY SERVICES
Each Sunday at 10am
including creche and Sunday School.




Brigade
addresses
concerns

Warrandyte Fire Brigade
captain Bob Bird has sent a
letter to all homes in his
brigade’s area warning that
some streets may not receive
help in the event of a major
wildfire.

“The brllfade is not pre-
pared to risk the lives of its
volunteer firefighters or risk
losing fire fighting appli-
ances,” he wrote.

“I would like to reassure
residents that the brigade is
not about to abandon them at
the first sign of smoke and
will respond as quickly as
possible to all fire and other
emergency calls.”

“(But) in accordance with
CFA policy, the brigade must
always place the safety of its
fire crews first.”

He said that while the
brigade recognises that some
people do their own fire
prevention work, others live
close to high risk areas like
the state park over which
they have no control.

“There are some streets and
areas where there is a build-
up of grass and scrub
(overplanting) close to and
overhanging the road.

“This makes it hazardous to
enter these streets when they
are involved in or threatened
by extreme fire conditions.”

He added, however, that
these conditions occur very
infrequently, despite having
the capacity to take place at
any time in the fire season.

Fire

retardent
plants

No plant is fireproof, but some
features which help to make a
plant more tolerant to fire in-
clude broad sappy leaves and
thick bark with little resin.
Young trees, if well-watered,
burn less readily than old trees.
Fruit trees, ferns and vegetables
are all good plants to grow near
the house.

Fire retardant plants indig-
enous to Warrandyte include—
Silver Wattle, Blackwood Wattle,
Myrtle Wattle, Golden Wattle,
Blanket Leaf, Sweet Bursaria,
Flax Lilies, Hop Goodenia (only
if well-watered), Running Post-
man, Variable Sword Sedge,
Musk Daisy Bush, Snowy Daisy
Bush, Wonga Vine, Native Gera-
nium, Hazel Pomaderris, Slender
Pomaderris, Muttonwood,
Dusty Miller, Water Ferns, Rough
Tree Fern, Mother Sheils Fern.

Plants to avoid include-Pine
Trees, Boronia, Tea-trees,
Paperbarks, Bottlebrush and
Eucalypts with hanging bark.

CFA stands
ready for all

The Country Fire Authority has
dismissed claims by some
Warrandyte residents that the
CFA has “let them down” by
refusing to enter some local
streets in the event of a major
wildfire.

Residents were responding
to news broken in the Decem-
ber issue of the Diary, and
subsequently followed by
most major media outlets, that
the CFA had a list of Warran-
dyte streets which they would
instruct their trucks not to en-
ter in the event of a major fire.

“We cannot do everything.
The residents must accept re-
sponsibility for their own safety
during major wildfires,” said

| Michael Hill, the CFA's Yarra
| Area Risk Manager.

“This is not about the CFA

| brigades abandoning the resi-
| dents, but about the commu-
| nity accepting responsibility

for their own safety during

| major wildfires which occur in-

frequently,” he told the Diary.

Mr Hill stressed that the CFA
brigades are manned by resi-
dents who volunteer to pro-
vide fire protection to their
community.

“They are extremely profi-
cient at stopping smaller
wildfires and house fires. Peo-
ple who believe that they are
being ‘let down’ should recog-
nise that for the vast majority
of time the local brigades will
provide excellent response to
their calls for assistance.”

The CFA also provide assist-
ance to residents who develop
their own fire survival strate- |
gies, recognising that in a ma-
jor fire they will not be able to |
help. f

“People living in these areas |
need to consider what they |
need to do to survive the pas- |
sage of a wildfire, as they may |
be on their own. It is simply not |
possible to provide a fire truck |
for every house.”

Mr Hill reacted angrily to
claims by some residents that |
they had done their share of
fire prevention, mainly clean-
ing up around the house.

“Simply ‘cleaning up’ around
your house is not enough,” he
said.

“The experience of Ash
Wednesday showed that most
people who died made poor
decisions in a state of panic.
It is essential that residents
have taken all of the proper
precautions around their|
home and developed survival |
strategies based on the best |
information and their own par- |
ticular circumstances. f

“If a house is well prepared
then it can survive a major fire
and offer residents protection.
The alternative may be to
leave the area early on a high
fire danger day.”

Residents can contact the
CFA on 9735 0511 to arrange
an assessment of their prop-
erty and the opportunity to dis-
cuss fire safety.

Caravan Park).

Orchards.

FIRE REFUGES

If you decide to evacuate do it well before the
fire reaches your home. Refuges in our area are:

@ Box Hill Institute of TAFE, Doncaster
Campus, Deep Creek Drive, East Doncaster
(off Warrandyte Road, just beyond Crystal Brook

@ St Anne’s School, Knees Road, Park

@ Whitefriars College, Park Road, Donvale.

@ CFA Centre, Kangaroo Ground, near corner of
Wattle Glen Road and Kangaroo Ground Road.

@ North Warrandyte Community Centre,
Research Road. (Kindergarten children and
absolute emergency only.)

Councils put onus
on local residents

By CLIFF GREEN and
CLINTON GRYBAS

Warrandyte residents are con-
cerned that Manningham coun-
cil regulations make difficult the
reduction of fire hazards on
most residential blocks in the
township.

Council forbids lighting incin-
erators or burning off in the
open air on any land smaller
than 2500 square metres. Per-
mits are required for incinera-
tors and open air burning on
blocks having a total of 2500
square metres or larger.

Most residential allotments in
the township are larger than av-
erage suburban blocks and
through the winter accumulate
considerable volumes of inflam-
mable plant material

Although mulching facilities
are provided at the council de-
pot, many residents face diffi-
culty gathering together this
material on steep sites and
transporting it to the depot.

Residents believe that if
Manningham council permitted
smaller block holders one or
two controlled garden rubbish
burnings during the winter or
spring, much of the fire hazard
would be eliminated.

Since October, council has is-
sued 1900 fire prevention no-
tices to property owners re-
questing them to remove fire
hazards. Two hundred owners
failed to comply with the notice
and could face prosecution.

“Council views this as a seri-
ous matter and will consider
prosecuting those property
owners who do not comply with
the notice as it is an offence for
a property to be a fire hazard,”
Bob Seiffert, council’s chief ex-
ecutive officer, told the Diary.

“Council sees this as a top pri-
ority, even more so following the
savage fires in the Dandenong
Rangers.” He said that if people
fail to respond to the notices
council can get contractors in to
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clear the property of hazards
and then charge the owners

Residents are asking, however
how many of these properties
would be fire hazards if limited
winter burning was permitted
or if Manningham introduced a
pick-up service for garden waste
as exists in the Shire of
Nillumbik.

About 60 percent of Nillumbik
shire has been designated
“bushfire prone”, including
North Warrandyte, Christmas
Hills and Plenty Gorge. While fire
outbreaks in the area so far this
summer have been minimal, CFA
Whittlesea-Diamond Valley
Group Officer Adrian Hem said
the worst of the season is yet to
be experienced.

“Property owners might get a
last chance over the next few
days to complete fire prevention
work because it is likely to be a
long summer,” he told the Diary.

“If we don’t get substantial rain
the fire risk could continue for
up to another two months.”

Nillumbik council’s chief ex-
ecutive officer, Barry Rochford,
said of the 2000 fire prevention
notices issued on Nillumbik
property owners which expired
on December 23, more than 90
percent had been complied with
to date.

He said this fire prevention
work is not carried out on days
of total fire ban due to the pos-

Browns Gully, North Warrand;‘;té, was devastated in Fezb}'ua;f 1991.
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sibility of machinery starting a
fire.

Land owners who did not
comply with the notices were is-
sued $200 on-the-spot fines
Council then ordered contrac-
tors to clean-up the properties
concerned. The landholders
then received an invoice for the
costs.

In the worst case, if an owner
fails to comply with a direction
notice and creates a very seri-
ous fire risk, they can be pros-
ecuted through the courts witl
the maximum penalty being a
$5000 fine or 12 months impris-
onment

Council began a municipa
rd remov
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wide fire h
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The fire danger period was
declared in the Nillumbik Shire
on January 13. All fires in open
areas require permits from
council's Municipal Fire Preven-
tion Officer, who can be con-
tacted on 9433 3309

“The Nillumbik community
has prepared itself for the
worst, and each household is re-
minded it needs to take respon-
sibility for its own safety,” Mr
Rochford said

“It is very important for eve-
ryone to have a plan of response
should there be a fire in their
area, and not leave it to the last
minute.”

Mr Rochford said that during
the period of extreme fire dan-
ger it is crucial that people rec-
ognise that most bushfires are
caused by the actions of people
whether it be accidental or in-
tentional.

“It only takes one spark ft«
start a fire in the existing tinder
dry countryside. When added
to hot and windy weather with
low humidity it is a recipe for
disaster.”

[ Ming’s Warrandyte

CHINESE RESTAURANT (BYO)

* No MSG
* No artificial flavouring
* No arfificial colouring

* Fast service

* Phone orders welcome
* Special banquet menu

TAKE AWAY WELCOME—OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK

Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte

(opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2

PHONE 9844 2288

Trading Hours
Sun-Thu 5-2.30pm
Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm




Signs of the times

Just how many signs does it take
to sell some books? For those
Warrandytians on holidays,
you've been spared a visual dis-
aster this weekend (January 18
and 19) and Thursday last week,
when about six huge, boldly
scribbled signs in red on white,
complete with balloons, were
festooning the historic Mechan-
ics Hall, as well as other strate-
gic positions near the hall on the
roadside. My 20 year old daugh-
ter said “It makes Warrandyte
look cheap”.

In the January edition of The
Local Paper there is an article
titled lllegal Street Signs a Sorry
Sight. It is a warning from
Maroondah City Council after
“an increasing number of com-
plaints™ about “unsightly adver-
tising posters on poles and walls
throughout the municipality”.
Maroondah will fine people who
put up signs without a permit
$2000.

| have not yet contacted
Manningham about our regula-
tions on such matters, but
would hope they match
Maroondah at least. 1 suspect
the people responsible to en-
force the rules are either on holi-
days also or else nobody has
complained.

| see a gradual proliferation of
signs around Warrandyte that |
doubt are legal—garage sale
notices for one and the art gal-
lery opposite the police station
seems to need about four signs
saying the same thing to draw
the attention of the passer-by.
Happy birthday signs are fun
and show a sense of community
and | usually see the people re-
sponsible for them have them
removed once the occasion is
over. It is commercial signs that
need to be watched. A standard
of artistry in the presentation of
a sign that shows some creativ-
ity would be welcome.
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Being in tourism, | am aware
of how a visitor sees the envi-
ronment they travel through.
Signage is vital to keep a tourist
who is self-navigating our roads
on course, and currently there
is a statewide strategy being
developed by Vic Roads to pro-
vide uniformity throughout the
state. Warrandyte will eventu-
ally be included in this. Those
of us affected by our environ-
ment’s visual quality will try to
be aware of the developments of
this strategy.

However, the signs currently
being displayed are not the con-
cern of Vic Roads and therefore,
as a local community, we need
to be vigilant that these ugly
signs aren’t the thin end of the
wedge that eventually sees the
replacement of our Australian
bush scenery with unsightly
signs.

Jenny Grinlington
McPherson Road

Thanks

On behalf of the senior citizens,
many thanks to Margory
Lapworth and the many wonder-
ful staff volunteers of the War-
randyte House and Support
Services. Thanks to everyone
who assisted with food, dona-
tions and toys for Christmas
hampers for the needy.

Thanks also to Manningham
council for being well organised
and the home help ladies for
being so caring. Thanks again.

Wishing you all lots of joy
times during 1997.

Darrell Digby Elvery
Snggant Street
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WORLD TRAVEL

EUROPE
USA
AUSTRALIA

Early Bird Specials

still available
Book by 28 February

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm
Saturday 10am-2pm
Appointments available
during or after hours

2 Webb Street
Warrandyte
Phone 9844 2477
Fax 9844 2511

LICENSED TRAVEL AGENT 32026

'ACT GLOBALLY...SHOP LOCALLY

| Games
Jthnlled

The Pacific School Games
were very excitinf something
I never imagined I might have
the opportunity to be part of.
To see all the athletes from so
many countries was thrilling.

All the uniforms showed the
colours of the countries and
states. | met people from New
Caledonia, Malaysia, South
Africa and all the Australian
states. We made friends with
the team from New South
Wales and I swapped a T-shirt
with a competitor from the
Northern Territory.

In the disabled events
Victoria really did well and
everyone tried their best.

The crowds were great and
all of Perth was talking about
the games. Our bus got caught
in the Perth Christmas parade
traffic so the police just
waved us into the parade and
we followed behind the floats
as if we were in the parade
with all the crowds cheering.

The organisation was
excellent and all the staff
with us worked very hard to
make the team have such a
great time.

I would especially like to
thank Warrandyte High
School for financial support,
the Warrandyte Lions and the
teachers who helped coach
and encourage me, particu-
larly Mrs Vomero and Mr
Graham. It was great to win
the medals and march in the
Victorian team in the closing
ceremony. I hope lots of other
students at our school get a
chance like me.

Jeremy Coates
Warrandyte High School

Autumn’s Tears

Iron railings, like Ash Wednesday’s charred barks
jar shaved lawns into green cells.
Studded collars clash with angry chains.

Lace curtains hang still—

as they have always done.
Pale faces move within—
with the hands of the clocks.

The full moon spoke:
Awaken to your senses!
Listen and let go with the calls of the wind!

The rustle of sun-scorched leaves

stirs something inside you.

Autumn’s tears,

they touch the moon’s silvery watershed

and slip away between the gums’ pale barks
which scribble the riverbank.

Reflections drift under waning stars;
curling mist collides with riverbank—
avalanche mystique.

The wind lies still.

His smell comes strong—

mould and dung come to air.

A red earth tunnel he makes his entry—
and our flightless birds’ exit fo their graves.

The warmth of my sleep leaves the pink of my pyjamas.
| stand stock still in the chill morning air—

Paralytic after-fear:

The locked coop,

The hens huddled—

Waiting their turn

In silence

In terror

At his jaws breaking the vertebrae of their sisters.

My clumsy gummies

rainbowed in dew and blood and feather-soaked grass.
Shovel facing the rising sun.

Dismembered corpses in a commmon grave
—Whereabouts of some unknown:

He had killed others for fun.

HELENA ALLAN

FACILITIES
FOR HIRE

Warrandyte
Community
Centre

9844 4503

MECHANICS INSTITUTE

HALL
FOR HIRE

PHONE: 9844 1376

-

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION
SALES AND SERVICE

Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, R
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed. N\EN\B

SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS
Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 018 175 274

27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 3113
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' PLUMBER AND GASFITTER !

CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS |
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 10 David Rd, WARRANDYTE |

| JOHN RYAN 9844 2552

MOBILE PHONE (018) 332 777 _!

REAL ESTATE NEWS!

Highly successful selling prior to Christmas
has left us in great need of quality listings...

Finance is readily available and interest rates
are low...buyers are keen to make an offer for

YOUR PROPERTY:

Please call us for an immediate appraisal, or
drop in and see us at our NEW OFFICES at

163 YARRA STREET
(the old Pharmacy building)

ol
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IS NOW...

163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113

9844 1511

GLENN MARTIN
9844 3535

JOHN SPENCER
9844 2593



we've got
month or early the best of it,” Mr Yeoman said.
 “We are treating this as the appeal that on a number of aspects it
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Nillumbik poll probe

By FIA CLENDINNEN

Local branches of the
Greens and Democrats
will be working together
to support candidates for
the first time at the
upcoming Nillumbik
Council elections.

“The Yarra Plenty Greens and
the Jagajaga Democrats have
jointly prepared a list of 15 ques-
tions that we will be sending to
all prospective councillors,”
said John Siddons, a Democrats
member since 1977 and a sena-
tor from 1980 to 1987.

“We will be looking at the an-
swers very carefully and we
hope to endorse a candidate in
each of Nillumbik's five wards.
The two parties will be joining
forces to help those candidates
in whatever way we can.”

Mr Siddons was enthusiastic
about the new level of co-opera-
tion. “This is incredibly positive
for the environment and for the
world, where the Greens and the
Democrats work together, in-
stead of fighting each other,” he
said.

The council elections are on
March 15. The last time elec-
tions were held in the Shire of
Eltham was in August 1993. In
December 1994 the Shire of
Nillumbik was created and gov-
ernment appointed commis-
sioners replaced elected coun-
cillors. The commissioners have
been administering Nillumbik
for the last two years.

The upcoming council elec-
tions are seen as particularly
important by the two political
parties, which is why they have
decided to work together.

“For the first time we have all
of the Green Wedge in one shire
and we need candidates who
will stand up and protect the
Green Wedge at all costs,” said
Karin Geradts, convener of the
St Andrews Greens.

The St Andrews Greens will be

Long-time former councillor Robert
Marshall has nominated for election to the
Sugarloaf Ward of Nillumbik Council.

had represented the North Riding of Eltham
Shire for 19 years. In that time he is
credited with fighting successfully for the
creation of Green Wedge zones, bringing in
environmental controls and establishing a
policy of enhancing the individual charac-
ters of local townships (such as Professor’s
Hill).

“My main aims are to ensure that
Nillumbik achieves its full potential, that
lifestyles are maintained and that the
environment is nurtured,” he told the
Diary.

“I campaigned for several years for the
creation of a new municipality which
embraces the whole of the Green Wedge
and all of its community.

“I argued strongly for the creation of
Nillumbik and am pleased that piecemeal
policies can now be left behind in favour of
a coherent approach to addressing the
needs of the community and of the natural
environment.”

A vocal critic against the ring road, Mr
Marshall also argued that the preservation
of the Green Wedge was critical for the
future of the area.

“I support the continuing of rural balance,
where farms and bushland exist together.
Above all, however, | want to see the

Prior to municipal restructure Mr Marshall

Rob Marshall rides again

__Si =0 B 7 M
community in charge of its own develop-
ment and destiny, promising full communi-
cation between councillor and residents.”

He says that in order for Nillumbik to
achieve its potential, council finances must
be open to full public scrutiny.

Mr Marshall grew up in Panton Hill and
now lives in St Andrews, where he combines
farming and conservation practices. He also
runs an architecture business from
Hurstbridge.

® At the time of going to press, the Diary
had received no other information on
prospective council candidates.

working with the Jagajaga Demo-
crats to support an independent
candidate in the Sugarloaf ward,
which includes North Warran-
dyte.

Both parties are keen to see
the return of elected representa-
tives.

“Democracy has been de-
stroyed by unelected commis-
sioners,” Lois Loftus-Hills, sec-
retary of the Jagajaga branch of
the Democrats, told the Diary.
“The Greens and the Democrats
hold very similar objectives and

BE A HERO!

it's only natural we should work
together.”

The Greens and the Democrats
will not be standing their own
candidates in the council elec-
tions, according to Maree
Krohn, secretary of the Yarra
Plenty Greens. “We have de-
cided to back community repre-
sentatives already well known,”
she said. “Given the very poor
record of the Nillumbik commis-
sioners, | would see this joint
action as particularly valuable in
ensuring that candidates really

Help stage Warrandyte’s most exciting event since the last sound and light show—
“Albedo Acoustica” the 1997 Festival's sound and light spectacular.
If you can help with a major lighting and sound event—manpower, equipment, anything...
contact Brian Laurence, 9844 3694.

BALTI FOOD

Every Wednesday

\
Ec i @ EG i l o
INDIAN RESTAURANT « BYO AND TAKEAWAY

SHOP 9, 9 DUDLEY STREET, ELTHAM. PHONE 9431 3550
LUNCH: Tues to Fri Noon-2.30pm. DINNER: Tues to Sun from 5pm

) $10 LUNCH SPECIAL X0

do care about democracy.”

There has been widespread
speculation in the media about
an alliance between the Greens
and the Democrats. Supporting
independent candidates in the
Nillumbik council elections is
historically significant as the
first co-operative work between
the two parties.

The reason for this step taking
place in Nillumbik has to do with
the unique nature of the shire.
“We live in an environmentally
sensitive area,” Ms Geradts said.

“People who live here, Greens,
Democrats and others, are gen-
erally protective of our commu-
nity and of the environment. The
Greens and the Democrats have
been looking at ways in which
we can co-operate. We have an
affinity in this shire and decided
to combine forces to highlight
candidates who have the same
values.”

The state leaders of the Greens
and the Democrats welcomed
the move but were reluctant to
say that it heralded the begin-
ning of an alliance.

Felicity Wishart, co-convener
of the Victorian Greens, told the
Diary she was unsure how the
partnership would develop.

“The philosophy of the Greens
is a collaborating one. We en-
courage people to work for so-
cial justice and the environment,
and you don’t achieve that by
fighting,” she said.

“But I wouldn't endorse a view
that this is a first step towards
an alliance between the Demo-
crats and the Greens. It's a posi-
tive step at a local level and how
it develops is an unknown.”

The state president of the
Democrats, John McLaren, was
equally cautious. “It's a very
good sign that people who op-
pose economic rationalism can
combine for specific cam-
paigns,” he said.

“It’s good for the community
right across the board. The two
political parties could be called
‘ideological cousins’ and it indi-
cates that they are willing to ex-
ercise leadership in pulling com-
munity groups together.

“But I don’t think this is the
first step towards a coalition. |
think the most we will see is a
series of ad hoc arrangements
like this.”

The Greens and the Democrats
will be standing candidates in
other municipalities across Vic-
toria but the two parties have
agreed not to compete for
wards.

CLYDE &

OCKER

“I'd stand for council meself,
if the Footy Show wasn't
back on telly, Ock!”

MPs won’t
back road

A petition of MPs calling on the
federal government to build the
$550 million Eastern Ring Road
is not being supported by two
local representatives

State Member for Warrandyte
Phil H(rlh'}'\\mu\]. and Federal
Member for Menzies, Kevin An-
drews, have refused to sign

When contacted by the Diar)
Phil Honeywood said: “The pro-
posal for the road only refe
a link from Maroondah High
at Ringwood down to Frankston
As Kevin Andrews and | are keen
to protect the Warrandyte-Park
Orchards area from any flow-on
potential, we declined to en-
dorse the document.”’

The push for the north-south
link from Frankston to Ringwood
is coming from local councils
and MPs in southeastern sub-
urbs. They want a rapid route
for heavy vehicles down from
the Hume Highway to their in-
dustrial areas, avoiding the city

Mr Honeywood said he is con-
fident that if the Eastern Ring
Road ever comes to be built,
“then it will be able to join up
with existing south-west roads,
such as the Eastern Freeway,
rather than requiring a further
link from Greensborough down
to Ringwood”, through environ-
mentally-sensitive Warrandyte.

ook ok ok

Warvandyte Cellars

152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3282  EFTPOS facilities

Peter’s Selection for February

Goundrey—Unwooded Chardonnay 1996

(White Wine of the Month).............cc.cccu.... $13.95 ($150 per doz)

*kxkkkx Woodstock—Cabernet Sauvignon 1994
(Red Wine of the MORtD).............ccwoueesarcenens $15.95 (8175 per doz)
*xxx Water Wheel—Chardonnay 1996 .. ..$13.95 ($150 per doz)
*xkkx Water Wheel—Shiraz 1995 ...........ccooovviiiiennn. $13.95 (8150 per doz)
*%x* De Bortoli-Montage Cabernet Semillon 1995 .....$7.95 ($86 per doz)
*%%* De Bortoli—Chardonnay Semillon 1996 ............ $7.95 (886 per doz)
TRADING HOURS: @ EXPERT Advice
Mondqy-Thursdqy 90m-8pm @ FREE Glass Hire with all Porfy Orders
Fridat Yam-9pm @ ICE Available
Saturday 9am-6pm @ CORPORATE ialists

t varieties of wines

Sunday 10am-5pm @ OVER 1000 di




FOR SALE: ‘WITS END’
.
Much loved country cottage overlooking rolling green Gippsland
farmland. One hour, 15 minutes from Warrandyte, in quiet lane
on edge of pretty village
I'hree-quarter acre rambling cottage garden and orchard

subdividable). Restored to retain many original features the

ttage offers central hall, lounge with open fire place, separate

with new pot belly, 2 large bedrooms, large kitchen with

meals area overlooking garden, lovely period bathroom with
clawfoot bath and shower recess, separate toilet with hand basin,

laundry, town water, SEC and septic. 1/2 hour from Inverloch

$72,500

and Cranbourne

Ring owner: 9844 2195

TREES LOPPED,
FELLED & REMOVED

stumps cut out
mulch available
free quotes
good work done
reasonable rates

Phone Jim — 9712 0250

(NORTH WARRANDYTE)

The Claypot
Gallery

Proprietor: Jan Voller

Featuring locally handcrafted p()tter_\" reflecting
the unique character of Warrandyte.

Jewellery, Leatherwork, Ceramics, Figurines,
mals, Paintings of Outback Australia,
ie range of Australian dried flowers
OPEN EVERY DAY 125 SATURDAY 105
Phone: (BH) 9844 3349 (AH) 9844 3037
272 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE (Next to P.O.)

TAI-CHI CLASSES

The ancient chinese art of mind/body
harmony, well being and self defence.

Tuesday evenings re-commencing February
Warrandyte Community Centre

PHONE 9844 4527

David Shepherd—15 years experience

WARRANDYTE
xx GLASS »x*

All types of glass,
glazing, mirrors
and repairs.

ANDERSON’S CREEK

PLUMBING

® General Plumbing

® Electric Drain
Cleaner available

Terry Ryan
9844 4167
or

Mobile: 018 369 294

® Sewer Connections

Call Peter Bool on
9844 2845
or 018 172 927

REQ 21604

COPY CLOSESONTHE
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

A white wedding on
lucky black Friday

'M STILL not sure about
omens. Omens like black
cats, four-leaf clovers, bro-
ken mirrors and spilt salt.
Embedded deep in our col-
lective ancestral consciousness
is the knowledge that before
goodness reigned on earth there
was chaos, just like Get Smart.
The focus of evil and bad luck
were ever present, lurking ubig-
uitously, ready to catch the un-
wary human foolish enough to
tempt fate
The consequences of failing to
heed omens are obvious—
plagues of toads, boils, broken
limbs, elevator music and
storms and tempests.
It was with some naive wilful-
ness, therefore, that Herself and
| were married on Friday, Janu-
ary 13
Now we all know why 13 is
unlucky but the Friday bit has
me a little puzzled. Has it some-
thing to do with the Norse god
Frei, who must have been the
patron saint of bloody-
mindedness? Otherwise, how
could the last day or the work-
| ing week—for most I hasten to
| add—be anything but good?
| Anyway, the conjunction of 13
| and Friday is known to be disas-
trous. Some people are reputed
to stay in bed on that day and |
hear Crown Casino’s patronage
is down by two or three. In War-
randyte, you can be assured of
being first in line at the Jewel
check-out and it’s a black day for
the McDougall Spencers of the
world

So what was it that led us to
commit the ultimate stupidity
and get hitched on the blackest
day of the year? Neither was into

PAINTER &
CARPENTER

Small jobs
Reasonable rates
Quality workmanship

GRAHAM
9844 3974

@ KIBBLED

“... relatively
good health
and successful
cohabitation
with a series
of witches’

' familiars

disguised as
cats.”

1
|

Satanism and we took no pre-
cautions although, in hindsight,
the sacrifice of a vestal virgin
may have been more satisfying
than my bucks' night. No, we
just took the plunge, married
and assumed all would be well.
How gullible we were! Just look
what’s happened since our de-
liberate flouting of the forces of
fate: two children, full employ-
ment, relatively good health and
successful cohabitation with a
series of witches' familiars dis-
guised as cats!

But will it last? The Greek tra-
gedians know better than I that

it's dangerous to become com-
placent about your happiness in
life.

Take Oedipus for example.
Despite his best efforts, he
ended up marrying his mum, sir-
ing his sibling-children and then,
finding the whole thing a bit
much, gouged out his eyes so he
wouldn’t have to look at his own
stuff-ups—Iliterally and meta-
phorically.

Now all this would have been
understandable if Oedipus had
been a decadent youth who had
had the benefit of a good educa-
tion and yet had deliberately
given the finger to the gods.
True, he had some inkling of the
prophecy and his parents had
thought they'd done the right
thing in giving their baby to the
nurse to get rid of. The fact that
she didn't despatch him was not
Oedipus' fault. But still, a proph-
ecy is a prophecy and it behoves
me to take any sign very seri-
ously. So what were the signs
that led to the black day and our
inevitable fate? y

Firstly, the range of coinci-
dences in our lives. Both Herself
and [ were the same age; we had
two siblings and both families
had the same two-tone, caramel
top and white bottom Holdens.
We both attended Monash Uni-
versity and we liked the same
things. All danger signs, you'll
agree.

The next set of omens was
how we first went out and how
we got engaged. Our first outing
and our engagement were the
result of misunderstandings and
confusions—a portent again.

had some tickets for the
Beatles” Melbourne concert. We

were in a lecture and I turned
around and behind me were
three concupiscent females. In-
nocently I asked, “Would you
like to go to the Beatles concert
with me?” | was sure that I'd
asked Herself but the three were
unsure and all brought a change
of clothing on the day, just in
case—the only time in my life I
had a choice—and I didn’t know
about it!

Similarly, the engagement was
omenically confusing. We had
been parking in the blue mini
and one thing led to another and
the conversation naturally was
about jewellery. Innocently, I
asked the academic question,
“Well, what type of engagement
ring do you like?”. Herself's an-
swer of “Yes of course!” left me
somewhat puzzled and still igno-
rant about her aesthetic prefer-
ences. So, it seems, we were en-
gaged.

And the last ominous sign—
January 13—a Friday? Once Her-
self had crashed through the
mini door and was inside the
house organising wedding plans
with her mother, | realised the
wedding day would be sooner
rather than later.

Secretly, | consulted the State
Bank oracle about the wisdom
of the event and was told that a
negative bank balance was not
portentous. By this time, how-
ever, we had discovered that
there was a gap in the bookings
for Friday, January 13. Evidently
everyone knew better than we,
that Friday the 13th, 1967, was
a portent that the marriage
wouldn'’t last.

ROGER KIBELL

bradley curtis

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile (018) 033 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

ELTHAM

ART & CRAFT
MARKET
FAYOR STREET

9am - 2pm

February to October
first Sunday of
each month

November-December|
first & third Sunday
of each month

Dr John Dunning

has now taken over
the family doctor’s
practice formerly
occupied by
Dr Roger Brenchley.

Consultations by
appointment only may
be made by ringing
9844 2000




A magical billabong at
the heart of our river

HE carpet is emerald

green, the underlay a

sort of oyster grey. But

this is a carpet too deli-

cate to walk on. Its soft
shag pile would crush even un-
der the lightest step. Manufac-
tured in the open air from all
natural materials, each strand of
carpet is composed of a single,
spindle-shaped plant called
Milfoil, growing ankle high on a
bed of fine-grained silt.

Beyond the emerald carpet is
a dark pool—a veritable water
garden filled with an assortment
of plants unique to this aquatic
environment. Floating on the
water, a maze of finger nail-sized,
triangular-shaped, bronze-col-
oured ferns. The unusual thing
about these ferns is that their
tiny roots are not attached to
any substrate, but instead dan-
gle like threads of cotton just
beneath the surface of the wa-
ter. The ferns are called Azolla
from the Greek ‘azo’ to dry and
‘ollo’ to kill. It is no surprise,
then, that out of water these
plants die.

A large component of the wa-
ter garden are the clumps of
water ribbons. This strongly tu-
berous plant is equally at home
in fast flowing rivers—where its
long strap-like leaves are forced
horizontal by the current—as in
still pools where the leaves
emerge erect from the water
along with its cylindrical flower
spike.

Wetlands are among the
world’s most threatened ecosys-
tems. Drained, bulldozed, filled
and finally reincarnated as farm-

By PAT COUPAR
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR

land, car parks and municipal
tips, they are dying by the day.
In America alone. 60 acres of
wetland are destroyed every
hour.

The billabong, which became
part of Australia folklore
through the words of Banjo
Patterson’s Waltzing Matilda, is
as much at risk as any wetland.

Strictly speaking, a billabong
refers to any body of still water,
from a large oxbow lake to a
small waterhole, cut off from a
river or other wetland system
but still linked to that system
from time to time by flooding.
Billabongs are a fertile reservoir
of plant and animal life—when-
ever they flood the source of
their creation is replenished
with new life. If creeks are the
arteries of rivers then the
billabong is its heart.

Billabongs are primeval places
containing green strands and
brown blobs of simple, one-
celled algae that convert sun-
light to food and energy. Lurk-
ing in the dark water is a bounty
of micro organisms and a smor-
gasbord of aquatic inverte-
brates.

Then there are the animals
that feed on them. Wetlands are
prime habitat for frogs. Is it any
wonder that these amphibians

are declining disastrously?
Frogs themselves are choice
tucker for snakes: red-bellied,
tiger and, in the cooler months,
copperheads. All of them shy
creatures rarely seen and, if dis-
turbed, slither gracefully out of
sight. Their desire to escape is
far, far greater than any urge to
attack.

The nearest natural wetland to
Warrandyte is at Mount Lofty in
Wonga Park; the emerald carpet
and floating ferns are part of
that. There are other billabongs
upstream. One only has to look
at the map to see the old aban-
doned meanders of the Yarra
strung out like disjointed sau-
sages on both sides of the river,
all the way up to Yarra Glen and
beyond. But almost every one of
them is on private land which
long ago has been converted to
paddocks for cows and a haven

for weeds.

The Mount Lofty wetlands are |

precious. Fenced two years ago,
already the area is showing the

benefit from lack of trampling by |

horses and lack of grazing by
rabbits. The water garden is now
a repository for rare aquatic
plants, some of which are un-
known anywhere else in Greater
Melbourne. This wetland is a
natural resource that demands
conservation.

Billabongs do not have the in-
stant appeal of a tropical rain-
forest or a coral reef. Some see
them only as snake-infested
swamps or mosquito-plagued
backwaters. But you don’t have
to like them to appreciate their

value or to understand that |

wetlands, with their rich con-

centration of life, are as neces- |
sary to the health of our planet |

as the sun itself.

Dreaming dreams of ratbag
vitality in a holiday paradise

LANK paper, glaring

white in strong sun-

light, promises noth-

ing, yet everything.

As long as the pencil
lies idle, a latent masterpiece
remains within its beautifully
dappled texture.

Across the bay from where |
sit, rugged granite battlements
soar skyward, tumbled peaks
radiate character and legend.
Over more than a century, ad-
venturers and fortune hunters
have met with unpleasant fates
whilst attempting to prise se-
crets from this mountain. Many
still perilously seek its riches,
even on the adjacent sea bed.
The dive is marked by a dra-
matic outcrop piercing the blue
turquoise waters of the bay.

One day we too will try our
luck. But not yet. First one must
sit and dream, soak up the vi-
sion, the sun, the legends. To
approach those mysterious
gullies now would dissolve the
illusion in the same way that
the advancing tide melts the
children’s sand fortress at the
water’s edge. The long trek
around the bay must wait.

By MARILYN MOORE

Not so the pristine watercol-
our paper, neatly blocked and
spiralbound, blindingly blank on
my lap. The miserly collection
of pencils littering the bleached
timbers of the lobster crate be-
neath me doesn'’t offer much in-
spiration. A thousand colours
would not suffice in this open-
air Aladdin’s cave.

Hesitation prevails. If only one
could emulate the kids’ reckless
abandon with pencil and paper!
For them a clean sheet begs to
be splashed with colour so that
waves and rocks are distorted
into caricatures of ratbag vital-
ity.

It's amazing how kids barely

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING
Etc.

Phone:
Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or

Max Stringer
9722 1236

Winnerof 1
Top Upholstery :
Award I

1

Francis J Briffa
11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte

comprehend the significance of
newness. It must be a sign of old
age that I look forward more and
more to the New Year. It signi-
fies the finish of the end-of-year
madness, the beginning of the
annual clean-up, the ritual wip-
ing of the slate, the real start to
the holidays. Each year we make
a host of resolutions, knowing
full well they will never escape
from the realm of good inten-
tions. For a brief week or two
we live life as it's meant to be
lived—sitting outside with little
to do, sharing a bottle of wine
with friends—until moonlight
casts long shadows. Terrorized
by mosquitoes, the kids disap-
pear indoors. Peace reigns.

All too soon the school term
starts afresh with new faces, a
new schedule, a new school. The
months ahead are eager blanks,
awaiting adventure, achieve-
ment, colour; “and don’t forget
the ratbaggery” pipes up villain-
ous pipsqueak Dora.

Don't worry Dora, everything's
cool. I'm psyching up for a bit of
ratbaggery. Just think, we could
be at home right now, wallowing
in the mother-of-all-clean-ups,

*
Domestic
Appliance

°
Repairs
Economical repairs to:

* Washing Machines
* Dryers

* Dishwashers

* Microwaves
 Irons, Toasters

* Vacuums, etc

David Hogg
9844 1858

throwing a few simple truths at
the council, offloading a resident
rabble of feral cats, rushing off
a submission or two to the state
government (now that could be
a full-time job these days), tack-
ling the ever-mounting jungle
outdoors, begging various com-
panies to sell their products in
recyclable containers, or even
making a reluctant start on last
year's tax return.

Instead here we are on this
perfect beach, basking under
the bluest of skies. Late-after-

noon sunlight caresses granite |

peaks.

A red-shirted fisherman rhyth-
mically oars his way to an an-
chored vessel laden with lobster
pots. The kids have given up on
the fortress, their little friend for
the day has gone home, and
they are now engrossed in bury-

ing themselves in sand further |

up the beach. The sense of
peace is overwhelming; it's un-
thinkable that we must shortly
leave.

So it's now or never. Time to

invoke a spot of the proverbial, |

pick up the old 8B, and put paid
to that fantasy of a masterpiece.

GENTLEMAN
SEEKS COMPANION

MYSELF: generous, honest,
passionate, romantic, clean, social
conscience, humorous, retiree,
divorced, 50s, non-smoker, non-
drinker, foody, university educated:
uses newspapers, R.N. ABC-FM,
ABC-TV, SBS, jazz, movies. Paints,
talks, reads, agnostic, votes Labor.

SEEKS: committed relationship
with intelligent, university educated,
psychologically minded, single,
independent, attractive, sensual
woman in her 40s/50s.

PLEASE REPLY: Gentleman,

P.0. Box 1, Warrandyte

and quote phone number.

|

Goléﬁel&s Plaza Shop 8 402406\A;arrandy!e Road Warrandyte
Telephone 9844 3463
LAMINATING SERVIC
AVAILABLE NOW AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!
JOIN OUR TATTS

I'IOIISE SYNDICA'I'E

Nevﬂpapo’

RON C. DAY

NEW AT

THE SOIL SHOP

Mahoneys Court, Warrandyte

ALL GARDEN SUPPLIES

* sand % sleepers * soil
* pine bark * rock, etc

ALL BUILDING SUPPLIES

9844 3329 9844 1568

o
z2
30
o]
D.I
E-

PICK UP &
DELIVERY
7 DAYS A WEEK

TO WARRANDYT!

NURSERY
Soi. Snop

MAHONEYS
COURT

Trash ‘n’ Treasure

MARRKET

FESTIVAL SATURDAY
MARCH 21st

8.20am-3.30pm

Warrandyte West End
Market Site
Car Taroona Avenue and
West End Road

ENQUIRIES 9844 3691

SUPPORT DIARY ADVERTISERS
.....SHOP LOCALLY

PODIATRIST

VICTORIA ARTHUR B.pod MA Pod. A

¢ General Treatment * Sports Podiatry
¢ Orthotic Devices * Children
* D.VA. Card Holders e Nail Surgery

WARRANDYTE PODIATRY
2 TREZISE ST, WARRANDYTE
TEL: 9844 2295

R e




Hurstbridge Bus Lines: 9438 3666
National Bus Co: 9481 8333
The Met: 131 638

CHILDCARE

North Warrandyte Infant Welfare Centre:
9844 1038

Warrandyte After School Care Program:
9844 3537

Warrandyte Community Church

Playgroup: 9844 2528

Warrandyte Child Care & Pre School Centre:
9844 1205

Warrandyte Maternal & Child Health Centre:
9844 3297

Warrandyte Occasional Childcare Service:
9844 1839

Warrandyte Pre-School: 9844 3363
Warrandyte Toy Library: 9844 3459

Yarra Warra Pre-Schol: 9844 1038

CHURCHES

Anglican: 9844 3473
Catholic: 9876 1509
Community: 9844 4148
Uniting: 9844 3476

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Andersons Creek Cemetery: 9844 3850
Information Warrandyte: 9844 3082

Sole Parent Support Group: 9844 2769
Warrandyte Advisory Committee: 9844 3622
Warrandyte Community Centre
Management Group: 9844 4503

Compiled by

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS & SERVICES

EMERGENCY!

AMBULANCE: 000

DOCTORS
Dr Brian Bayly: 9844 3766

Dr John Dunning: 9844 2000

Dr Roger Brenchley: 9844 2000

(AH) 9429 5677
Dr Gail Dixon: 9844 1943

POISONS: 13 1126

Warrandyte Community Market: 9844 4495
Warrandyte Diary Newspaper: 9844 4168
Warrandyte & District Welfare Service Inc:
9844 3438

Warrandyte Festival Committee: 9844 3120
Warrandyte Food Bank: 9844 4495
Warrandyte Housing and Support Service:
9844 4495

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House:

9844 1839

Warrandyte Senior Citizens Club: 9844 2437

COUNCILS

City of Manningham: 9840 9333
Shire of Nillumbik: 9433 3111

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY

Power failure: 131 799

ENVIRONMENT

Currawong Bush Park: 9841 9810
Friends of Warrandyte State Park: 9844 4285
Warrandyte State Park: 9844 2659

ALL FIRE CALLS: 000

DENTAL SURGEON
Dr Igor Lavrin: 9844 4020
Emergencies: 016 378 643

POLICE

D24: 000

Warrandyte Police Station:
9844 3231

(if no answer 9841 0222)

FIRE BRIGADE INFORMATION

General Fire Information: 131 559
Kangaroo Ground: 9712 0241

North Warrandyte: 9844 8283

South Warrandyte: 9844 3673
Warrandyte: 9844 2049

Wonga Park: 9722 1486

Warrandyte Fire Social Club: 9844 3661

INTEREST GROUPS

Warrandyte Book Exchange: 9844 1839
Warrandyte Historical Society: 9844 3662
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute & Arts
Association: 9844 1376

Warrandyte Model Railway Club: 9876 3221

POST OFFICE

Warrandyte: 9844 3291

PUBLIC HALLS

North Warrandyte Community Centre:

9844 1038

Warrandyte Community Centre: 9844 4503
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute: 9844 1376

Information Warrandyte: 9844 3082

with assistance from Warrandyte Cricket Club Directory: 9844 3326

REVISED FEBRUARY 1997

SCHOOLS

Andersons Creek Primary: 9844 2757
Warrandyte Primary: 9844 3537
Warrandyte High School: 9844 2749

SERVICE CLUBS

Warrandyte Apex Club: 9844 3928
Warrandyte Lions Club: 9844 4501
Warrandyte Rotary Club: 9873 2889
Warrandyte RSL Club: 9844 1178

Martial Arts Sports (Karate): 9466 3472
Tandivale Equestrian Centre: 9844 3882
South Warrandyte Tennis Club: 9844 1396
Warrandyte Basketball Club: 9844 2787
Warrandyte Cricket Club: 9844 1213
Warrandyte Cycling Club: 9844 4647
Warrandyte Football Club: 9844 3565
Warrandyte Netball Club: 9844 2088
Warrandyte Tennis Club: 9844 2596
Wyena Horse & Pony Club: 9844 2701

YOUTH GROUPS

Warrandyte District Girl Guides Association:
9844 3276

Warrandyte Scouts, Cubs & Venturers:
9844 3516

Warrandyte Youth Group (Uniting Church):
9844 2038

Warrandyte Youth Services: 9844 2985

DIARY COMMUNITY SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT J
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ETER LOVETT, one

of the Diary’s early

editors, died on

Sunday, December

1, at his home in
Portarlington. He was aged
68 years.

Born in Kew in 1928, Peter
had a long and distinguished
career in the Australian
newspaper industry, dating
back to 1946 when he began
as a copy boy at Australian
United Press. The following
twelve years saw him
working on newspapers in
Melbourne, Brisbane and
Adelaide. He returned to
Melbourne in 1958 as sports
sub-editor on the Herald.

The young Lovett family—
wife Pat, son Michael (4) and
daughter Jenny (3) came to
live in Warrandyte on Peter’s
32nd birthday—in Septem-
ber 1960. Their first home
was in David Road, but
following the disastrous
1962 bushfires they shifted
into a new brick house,
further down the hill in
Webb Street. Their second
son Richard was born in
1963.

Peter played a major role
in the Warrandyte commu-
nity in the years that
followed, becoming active in
the Taroona Avenue
kindergarten, the old infant
welfare centre in Yarra Street
and the cricket and football
clubs. He was keenly
involved in a number of
council election campaigns.

When Cliff Green founded
the Diary in December 1970,
his neighbour Peter Lovett
took a deep interest in the
fledgeling little newspaper,
and by Number 5—May
1971—he was associate
editor. Peter’s influence on
the paper was soon evident.
News coverage took on a
more immediate quality,
layout and format improved
and community issues began
to be tackled with that
combination of fearless good
fun and bare-faced cheek
that has become Diary style.

EETER LOVETT
A good lite set large
life’s page

In those far-off halcyon days,
editorial duties were sustained
with copious quantities of
cheap red wine. On copy-
closing Friday, Peter and Cliff
would meet. “Well, Cliffy,”
Peter would boom across one
of their side fences, “what is
she this month, a one-flagon
(eight page) or a two-flagon (12
page) issue?” Cliff stood back
in 1974 when Lee Tindale
joined Peter as co-editor.

1

\.

After more than a decade
with the Herald, Peter Lovett
was appointed Melbourne
correspondent for the
Brisbane Telegraph.

In 1979 the Lovetts left
Warrandyte for Portarlington,
on the Bellarine Peninsular.
Peter took work with the
Geelong Advertiser group,
initially as features editor, then
as editor of their regional
weekly, The Echo. Peter’s time

with The Echo was marked by
the paper winning a number
of industry awards. During his
period with the group, Peter
looked after the cadets, and
he is fondly remembered by
many young journalists for
his compassion, professional-
ism and sense of fun.

Peter Lovett was a member
of a distinguished newspaper
family “with printer’s ink
running through their veins”.
His father Harry was editor of
the Melbourne Argus and his
brother (also Harry) was a
news editor with ABC Radio
and, as “Harry the Horse”,
was a Melbourne journalistic
legend.

Peter’s son Michael, well-
known as a sporting writer,
former editor of Australian
Basketball Weekly, then Inside
Football, is now Australian
Football League publications
editor.

Peter’s involvement with
community affairs did not
cease when the family left
Warrandyte.

He was an active member of
the Portarlington Golf Club
and Portarlington Lions Club
and was a volunteer for Ann
Nichol House in
Portarlington.

Peter’s daughter Jenny
(Southall) still lives in
Warrandyte.

Peter loved his family and
his work—he also loved his
football. A long-time sup-
porter and member of the
Geelong Football Club his
greatest joy was to stand on
the terraces at Kardinia Park
cheering on the Cats. Under
the pen-name Bloodhound,
Peter wrote the Diary’s first
football page.

Peter Lovett is survived by
wife Pat, sons Michael and
Richard, daughter Jenny,
grandchildren Nicholas,
Travis, Simon, Andrew,
Jessica and Kate, daughter-in-
law Jan and son-in-law Harry.
He will long be fondly
remembered by his many
Warrandyte friends and
readers.

DIARY MINI ADS

SHARE ACCOMMODATION: in
Warrandyte. 1 or2bedrooms available
to non-smoker and working person.
Closetotransportand shopping centre.
$55 or $85 per week plus expenses
and bond. 9844 4576

MUSIC LESSONS: Clarinet, Flute,
Saxaphone. All ages and levels
catered for. Also theory and keyboard.
Phone 9844 2019

LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE WORK. Diploma of
Horticulture with 5 years experience.
Competitive rates. Ring Pete Hanson
9844 3906.

DIDN'T QUITE FINISH all those odd
jobs around your home or property
over Christmas? Ring Don Hughes.
9844 0900. Handyman/Carpenter.

FOR SALE: Pine 4-drawer unit with
detachable 3 shelf hatch/bookshelf.
$100. Phone A/H 9844 4180.

ARE YOUR wildflowers being over-
whelmed by weeds? Advice and
assistance: Joan of Warrandyte
Bushscapes. AH 9844 3213.

AVON: If you would like to receive a
brochure regularly please callme. Sally
9844 2139.

EXPERIENCED TUTOR AVAILABLE
for English, History and Legal Studies
(Year 7 to VCE). Phone Allison Rowe
on 9712 0448.

TREE PROBLEMS?: Experienced
localtree surgeon and climber offering
all types of responsible tree care and
maintenance. FOR FREE QUOTE
phone Peter on 9844 4965.

REIKIHEALING/TAROT READING:
Gift Vouchers are available. Enquiries:
Sandra McCarthy 9712 0436.
(Member of the Tarot Guild of Aust).

WANT A MINI AD? Call Rae 9844
3819.

Want it typed?

Want it quick?

Want it local?
Want a good price?

Call Rainbow
Secretarial Service on

9844 2139

Members of swimming
pool association
since 1971

(AUST,) PTY, LTD.

Your local pool builder for 25 years.
POOLS, SPAS, CHEMICAL SHOP, DISPLAY CENTRE b s

WARRANDYTE PHONE 9844 3114
MELWAY 34 G2

OPEN 7 DAYS

Albatross Swimming Pools
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Proudly serving Warrandyte
for the past 15 years.

We offer quality care for babies and
children 3 months to 6 years.

Full and Part time Long Day Care
and
Casual and Vacation Care available

Including a Pre-school learning program
run by an experienced Pre-school teacher.

Contact Jenny on 9844 1205
for further information.

Learning Music
—You Really Can!

Gordon Harvey music teacher Offers tuition in:
» Music Logic ®
a simple, powerful and unique way of looking at music,
revealing music as a natural language that is easy to
understand. MusicLogic® can quickly produce
extraordinary results, without long hours of dull exercises.
The method works with both children and adults
—accessible to anyone with a desire to play music.

FREE INFORMATION SESSION
about Music Logic® Saturday 1st March at 2pm
- Bass guitar for Beginners
Discover the fun of the bass guitar.
» Making Music with Keyboards and Computers
Create your own music! Learn about synthesisers, sampling
and sequencers on home keyboards and computers.

OSio 85 Pound Road
< z== cal Gordon on... Warrandyte

%\0 9844 2199 accredited Music Logic®
oG

teacher
y-4

MANNINGHAM
SPORTING FACILITIES
1997 WINTER ALLOCATION

Sporting Clubs and organisations are invited to lodge applications
for use of Council Reserves for the 1997 Winter Season

Application forms may be obtained by contacting the Sport Liaison
Officer on 9840 9258 and should be completed and returned no
later than Friday 28 February 1997.

Applications received after the above date will not be considered

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

» Taxation Return Preparation
* Electronic Lodgement Service
* Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE

9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accountants

Warrandyte Painters

and Decorators

| FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE |
TONY GRAF Ph: 9844 2522
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By NICK PARSONS

Warrandyte Theatre Company
put on a short and very sweet
pantomime Little Red Riding
Hood, designed to attract all the
family before the mad Christmas
rush. Lynne Bartlett produced
and directed this little gem and
chose to introduce many new
talents to our own theatre, sup-
ported by some of the stalwarts
of the company.

The audience comprised citi-
zens of all ages, toddlers to gran-
nies. The cast did their best to
ensure that not only were we
going to enjoy the experience
but were included in the show
This interactive style of direc-
helped by the great
h extended to the side
\ ¢ of sitting
action sur-
ce and there

for everyone—
1g. a heroine, a big

ast was ener-

were colour-
ely

rs were straight
out of the children’s story
books: Goldilocks, wicked
witches, Jack and his bean stalk,
elves, the gingerbread man, Red
Riding and Robin Hood and
Granny. Others were invented,
such as Bearishnickoff,
Humphrey and Lauren Bacall
Beargart as the three bears. The
blend of familiar characters al-
lowed the smaller children to
understand what was happen-
ing, even if they did not get some
of the jokes which gave the big-
ger humans a chuckle.

The cast spoke clearly and the
whole storyline was easy to lis-
ten to. This was a happy group
of actors whose happiness was
contagious. The songs were a lit-

¥

tle challenging to many of the
untrained voices, but the deliv-
ery excused some of the flatter
notes as we moved on to the
next. The Mechanics Hall is not
easy for musicals and at times
the background music was muf-
fled. But the pace continued,
and as the whole experience
lasted a little over an hour or so,
even the little ones were kept on
full alert—no easy feat.

David and June Buck, together
with Meggs Medley, provided
the senior talent to the cast. But
there was some great new addi-
tions to the hall’s floorboards;
Erin O'Mara, Laura Roso, Caitlin
McKimm, Lara Coolledge, Katie
Throssell, Bobby Barker, Laell
Recovalis, Vanessa Haynes,
Aleks Rowe and Jess Leehy all
helped to make the show a suc-
cess. It was refreshing to see all
this new talent.

The story by Celia Meehan and
Shirley Sydenham was clever in
the way it brought so many well-
known figures together and used
them to lead into the next song
and dance routine. The music
was lively and aimed at the
whole audience, easy to under-
stand and integrated well into
the storylines.

The finale was used by the cast
to bring in all the children in the
audience to share the fun. The
effect was to finish on a very
high note; sad that it had to end
so quickly, but the timing did
allow everyone to experience a
wonderful time together without
any loss of interest.

097 WARRANDYTE
VILLAGE FESTIVAL
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Festival
show
‘a goer’

By CLINTON GRYBAS

The ambitious Albedo Acoustica
project will go ahead at next
month's festival but in a reduced
form following the committee's
failure in obtaining the full
$45,000 originally required.

They received only $12,000 but
spokesperson Marilyn Parsons
says this will not detract from
what is expected to be the high-
light of the festival weekend.

“We are delighted that the
project is able to go ahead and
are really looking forward to it,”
she said.

“It will show off Warrandyte in
the best fashion possible. Barry
McKimm has produced a stun-
ning 30 minute music package
which really captures the mood
of Warrandyte.”

The light and sound project
will span the river from behind
the bakery to the river near
Whipstick Gully.

The music score, carried by a
bank of huge speakers, will ac-
company a dazzling lighting pro-
gram illuminating the river and
surrounding bushland.

Spectators will be able to walk
along the town side of the river
or sit in the one spot for the
show. Commencing at dusk, it
will be repeated three times on
Friday night and then three
times again on Saturday.

The show will be free to all fes-
tival goers.

@ The complete festival pro-

p p
gram will be published in next
month'’s Diary.
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Let your children experience
environment with natural surroundings, combined with a
stimulating educational program, with qualified staff.

Nestled amongst 15 acres with cute and cuddly farm animals

the beauty of a free

communication skills.

Set your children
up for life.

arents, give your children the gift of believing in
ENTRE P themselves. Thousands of children across Australia
attend our widely acclaimed programme, designed to
develop ongoing confidence, self-esteem and

Primary classes

Children find our classes highly motivating and parents

everywhere are delighted with the results!

for your children to enjoy and experience.
Youth theatre

Our stimulating Theatre Arts programme provides

teenagers with a unique opportunity for personal
development.

JUNIOR’S FARM OFFERS YOU:

© Nutritious Meals
© 0-6yearold care

© CQuality Child Care
© Kindergarten
© Government Childcare Assistance

Classes now enrolling at:

OPENING SOON — ENROL NOW

For more information phone ENQUIRIES Business Hours: 9844 0777

NORTH EASTERN SUBURBS

Bulleen, Bundoora, Diamond Creek, Doncaster East, Donvale,
Eltham, Greensborough, Ivanhoe, Templestowe & Warrandyte.

Principal: Pam Crohan 9432 8647

Helen O'Grady
CHILDREN'S DRAMAACADEMY

“Development though dramal”




Remembering Alice

A celebration of the life of well-
known local identity Alice
Watson will be held in the War-
randyte Community Centre
foyer on Wednesday, February
19 at 7.30 pm. Alice, who died
last November, would have cel-
ebrated her 90th birthday on
this day. Children are welcome.
Please bring a plate and bottle,
glasses provided. Further infor-
mation from Jean Chapman on
gggg 3326 or Louise Joy, 9844

Carols

More than a thousand people
attended the carols by candle-
light celebration on Stiggants
Reserve in December. The
interchurch council has asked
us to thank the community for
their support and their generous
donations, totalling $640, for the
Christmas Bowl Appeal to help
less fortunate folk.

Lions

The Warrandyte Lions Club have
already signed up six new mem-
bers in their current member-
ship drive. The club, which cel-
ebrates its 25th anniversary this
year, still has a number of its
founding members actively in-
volved. They meet twice each
month at Kellybrook Winery
Restaurant in Wonga Park and
visitors are always welcome.
President Terry Oakley may be
contacted on 9844 4501, after
hours.

Badminton

Social badminton is being held
each Monday night in the War-
randyte Uniting Church hall in
Taroona Avenue. Cost is $2 per
player per night, commencing
on February 17. Players of all
ages and standards are welcome
and coaching will be available.
For further information, call
John Hanson on 9844 3906.

Redbacks

The Grand Hotel's first
fundraiser function for 1997 will
be in aid of the Warrandyte Bas-
ketball Redbacks. It will be a
Back To The 70s night with
Paperdolls—a trio of talented
girls. Tickets are $13 each, in-
cluding supper, to be collected
one week prior to the event. For
bookings ring 9844 3202.

Variety

Warrandyte Senior Citizens will
hold a variety night on Friday,
February 28 at 7.30pm at their
centre in Taroona Avenue. BYO
food and drink. For table book-
ings ring Helen Ward on 9844
2671. There will be a $5 per head
donation.

Sundays

Children and teenagers are in-
vited to a friendly and creative
Sunday School group at the War-
randyte Uniting Church in
Taroona Avenue. Sunday School
meets at 10.15am each Sunday.
Avaried program caters for chil-
dren from two-and-a-half to teen-
agers. For further information
call Mary Clark on 9844 3091.

Bowls

The finals of the Warrandyte
Senior Citizens’ carpet bowls
championship was played on
Saturday, January 18. President,

President Isabelle Bradford presents Warrandyte Seniors’

bowling champions Madge Gauntlett and Fred Knibbs with

their trophies.

Conducted by JUDY GREEN

Drop your news in the letterbox in
the front door of our office at the
Community Centre, fax it to 9844
4168, or post it to PO Box 209,
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday
in the month.

MR MOARSS L u

Mrs Isabelle Bradford, pre-
sented the winner's trophy to
Mrs Madge Gauntlett. Runner-
up was Mr Fred Knibbs. The car-
pet bowls are organised by Mr
Bill Ward.

Recognition

At the Warrandyte Tennis Club’s
annual Christmas dinner, at-
tended by 120 people late last
year, Brian Dunn was honoured
as Clubperson Of The Year.
President Frank Waites pre-
sented the award in recognition
of Brian's work, both with the
juniors and on clubhouse bar
management.

Birthday

Rodney Edwards celebrated his
40th birthday with family and
friends at the Warrandyte Sen-
ior Citizens Centre on Sunday,
January 26. Rodney, who has
been a member at the centre for
anumber of years, is part of the
concert party and a keen bowler.
The hall was decorated in his
favourite Carlton football col-
ours.

Hearing

Better Hearing Australia con-
ducts courses to help those with
hearing loss to learn new skills
and better cope with the situa-
tion. These interesting and
stimulating sessions are con-
ducted by trained tutors. Local
courses commenced at Eltham
on Friday, February 7, but late
enrolments are welcome. The
course is held at 1.30pm in the
Community Health Centre at 917
Main Road. Contact 9510 1577
for further information.

Abreast

Breastscreen provides free
breast x-rays for women over 40
at the Whitehorse Plaza in Box
Hill. The centre is open Monday
to Friday, with evening appoint-
ments available on Fridays. Ap-
pointments can be made by
phoning 132 050. X-rays are
taken by female technicians and
only take 15 to 30 minutes.

“Bar manager at the tennis
club is my kind of job, Ock.”

Student
successes

at high

Fifty of Warrandyte High
School's 54 VCE students re- |
ceived their certificate in 1996.
Five students earned a tertiary |
entrance score of more than 90
percent while another nine were |
higher than 80 percent. Lachlan ‘
Poustie was the school’s top stu- |
dent with a 96.85 percent score. |

Several students were hon- |
oured with awards at the ‘
school’s various presentation
assemblies. Katrina Guerin re-
ceived the award for scholastic |
excellence for Year 11. She |
earned 47 marks out of 50 for a
Year 12 subject that she studied
together with her Year 11 sub- |
jects. [

Amee George won the scholas- |
tic excellence award for Year 10 |
while Stuart Ralston received |
the Year 9 award. |

Students were awarded for
learning excellence in different
subject areas while others won
awards for endeavour, citizen-
ship and sport. Jeremy Coates,
who won seven gold medals at
the Pacific School Games in
Perth, won both the endeavour
and sportsperson awards for
Year 7.

Computers
for Schools

!f
i

Phil Honeywood: subsidies

Warrandyte district schools
are set to benefit from
government subsidies to
provide new computers and
information technology
resources.

Phil Honeywood, MP for
Warrandyte, told the Diary
that “the state government
has allocated $8.3 million to
be spent on computer
subsidies for the 1997 school
year.

“The government will
provide a $1 computer
subsidy for every $3 provided
by schools. Schools in the
electorate will receive
subsidies totalling
$111,228.50. Local recipient
schools include Warrandyte,
Andersons Creek and
Warranwood primary schools
and Warrandyte High School.

“Students need to develop
new skills to deal with the
knowledge revolution and
make the most of new
opportunities,” Phil
Honeywood said.

HELP!

COPY TYPISTS
WANTED

Would you like to donate
a few hours each month
helping produce our
community newspaper,
the Warrandyte Diary?

Call Jan: 9844 3719
or Cliff: 9844 2096.

ZEN DO KAI

Martial Arts

The Ultimate in Sport
and Self Defence
Classes for Men, Women & Children
Separate classes for juniors & seniors
Now at Warrandyte
Mechanics Hall

For details or information
contact Mike on
0419 327672 B.H.
or 9876 3664 A.H.

Electronic
Equipment
Repairs

Economical repairs to:

s Videos +TVs

* Stereos, Hi-Fi systems

* Musical equipment

* Games, Walkmans

» Computer equipment

* Telephone systems/
extensions

David Hogg, 9844 1858

Camimtel/
L.AO )
BRICKWORK §

{

5 All aspects of brickwork,i

slate, paving & stone
including fences, l
retaining walls, BBQ, E

8 letterboxes, driveways
E and paths. H
H

Phone 9844 2698 or
mobile 018 371 229

‘—-umn

OSTEOPATH

Dr Paul Turner

may help with problems such as posture/mobility problems,
back/neck/joint pain, arthritis, back pain during or after pregnancy,
sports/road injuries, RSI, head pain, migraine, jaw pain, neuralgia
and tension headaches, sciatica. Can also help with breathing
difficulties, asthma, digestive problems, gyneacological problems
and lowered immune response after iliness.
Open Wednesday/Thursday 9am-9pm at
Warrandyte Myotherapy Clinic
163 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113
Phone (03) 9844 4499

500 BUSINESS CARDS for $75
AND RECEIVE 500 MORE for just $25!

Quality Printing

at the right price...

* Prices based on single color run

We go out of our way to
provide you with the
best service at the best price!

Call us today...
Visual Attention Printing

& Design Service
Telephone & Fax 9725 6699

» BOBCAT * ROCK BREAKER
* TIPPER HIRE
*MINI EXCAVATOR

Call Tony Humphreys 9712 0305
or (018) 170 206

MELBOURNE SUBURBS

9439 6303 or 9844 2108 or mobile 018 33 4006
17 Houghton Road, Warrandyte

" SUPPORT DIARY ADVERTISERS
| <....SHOP LOCALLY

r--_----——---—-_—-1

| COLDSTREAM PRODUCE !

Stockfeed, Grains, Hay, Work Boots,
Veterinary & Pet Supplies

DELIVERY
Shop 15 North Gateway, Coldstream

Telephone (03) 9739 1669

I i
; |
I i
I i
: (off Maroondah Highway) :
I i
L o

GLASS
LEADCRAFT
STUDIO

Leadlighting — new
and repairs — all types
of glass, glazing
and mirrors

ALSO REPAIRS
Phone Denis

9844 1496
Mobile: (015) 321 109

WARRANDYTE
GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
LAWNMOWING &

LANDSCAPING
SERVICE

Phone
9844 4576



The Redbacks’ new imag

By CLINTON GRYBAS

Warrandyte Redbacks
Basketball Club have an
exciting new logo de-
signed by one of their
young players.

Clayton Hawley, 15, produced
the outstanding piece in re-
sponse to an invitation for ideas
in the club newsletter.

The outer circle is bright red
with white writing while a red
strip adorns the spider’s back.
The spider is circling a basket-
ball.

Hawley came up with the de-
sign while on a week's work ex-
perience with Stu Art, a graphic
design company in Doncaster.

“They asked me what | wanted
to do in my week’s work experi-
ence with them and I told them
about the logo,” he said. “Stuart
McRobert and the other staff
members there all helped me
produce it.”

Redbacks president Bruce
Macdonald was delighted with
the finished product, which was
endorsed at the club’s February
committee meeting.

“It is a fantastic design and a
full credit to Clayton,” he said.
“It takes us towards the new cen-
tury in a bright new way and we
will be looking to use this wher-
ever possible.”

This is expected to include all
club merchandise and uniforms
and will be painted on the court
at any new stadium for the club.

The push for the approval of a
new court, meanwhile, appears
to be nearing completion with a

\
\

The Redbacks’ new logo and (right) its creator,

Clayton Hawley.

confidential report to the
Manningham commissioners
believed to recommend a two-
court stadium be built at
Andersons Creek Primary
School.

But Warrandyte High School is
also trying to snare new facili-
ties, putting in a proposal to
council for two new courts to
join the existing indoor court
there.

The club took home one pre-

Families come out to play

It was truly a family affair at Warrandyte Tennis Club late
last year. Mums and dads, sons and daughters took to the
courts in a parent/child novelty tournament. It didn’t
matter who won or lost because fun was the name of this
game. Pictured here—party hats, balloons and all— are
(left to right) Kirsty Moegerlein, Mandy Smith, Nanda
Waterham and Esther Waterham.

miership from the Eltham Aus-
tralia Day tournament, the larg-
est in Australasia.

Graham Drake’s 18C boys, one
of 13 Warrandyte teams in the
event, had a stunning 48-25
grand final win over Sherbourne.
The victory was set up by Rick
Templeton’s 17 points and
Nathan Kerr's 12.

Jarrod Dick’s 18B1 boys lost to
Diamond Valley 29-32 after being
reduced to just four players over
the closing minutes. Callum
Anderson topscored with 14
points.

Gavin Whitmore’s 14B3 boys
lost to Hawthorn 3240, despite
12 points from Hayden Wall.

The Redbacks’ registration
day for the coming season is on
Saturday, February 15, between
10am and 6pm at Warrandyte
High School stadium.

In the senior finals in Decem-
ber, the Hitmen made it back-to-
back Greyburn Cups when they
edged out the North Ringwood
Hooters 56-53.

Simon Appleby scored 14
points, David Thwaites 13 and
Doug Harding 10 as the Hitmen
hung on after letting slip a 10-
point lead with one minute left.

In the over-30 section, the Plas-
tics won their seventh crown
with a thrilling 4642 win over
Andersons Creek. Captain Steve
Doyle piled in 17 points but Stan
Slabon'’s 16 for the Creek pulled
them back to within a shot after
trailing by nine with one minute
left.

In the women’s Grand Hotel
Cup, Gemma McMillan scored
an amazing three-point basket
on the siren to steal the trophy
4442 for the Chuckles from the
holders, the PP Champs.

While Suzi Edwards scored 22
points, it was McMillan’s shot
which won the day. The Chuck-
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Warrandyte’s young champs
on their way to a resounding
South Pacific junior title
triumph in Fiji.

_ [

les had a side-ball throw-in at
their half-way line with one sec-
ond left and passed to McMillan,
who successfully let fly from two
metres beyond the three-point
arc.

Senior entries for the new sea-
son (Wednesday and Thursday
nights) are being taken by
Graeme Ballinger on 9844 2958.

® The club have several ma-
jor social functions coming up.
The first is a “Back to the 70s”
night with The Paper Dolls
singers at the Grand Hotel on
Saturday, March 1, from 8.30pm.
Tickets are just $13 including
supper.

The major event is a Family
Disco on Saturday, April 5, from
7.30pm at the high school. The
function, on grand final day, will
feature a live band and Easter
surprises. Tickets are $20 a fam-
ily and $7 a single with supper
included.

Tickets for both functions are
available from Con Arsenis on
9846 7640.

Local girls
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sensation
in paradise

By CLINTON GRYBAS

While it may have been difficult
for them to concentrate on bas-
ketball in such idyllic surround-
ings, Warrandyte’s champion
under-15 girls swept all before
them to win the South Pacific
Junior Basketball Championship
in Fiji in December.

Coached by Redbacks’ coach-
ing director Gavin Whitmore,
the girls won all seven games
comfortably to bring home the
prizes—individual medals and a
local engraved kava bowl.

Whitmore said the success of
the trip could only further the
girls’ talents and experience and
had also been an excellent pro-
motion for local basketball.

“It was a great experience for
all of the girls,” he told the Di-
ary. “While the opposition’s
standard was not as high as
what we were expecting, it was
very beneficial to play in sur-
roundings that we were not
familiar with.

“I have no hesitation in saying
that the club should be looking
to send more teams in the
future. I'm looking forward to
going back this year with
another side.”

The team comprised Dionetta
Arsenis, Jazmine Borella,
Jacquie Dick, Courtney Leigh,
Alicia Ricato, Kym Swain and
Lisa Troyahn. They were in Fiji
from December 15 to 22 and
combined shopping, trips to

cultural centres and plenty of
swimming at their resort pool
and the beach with their basket-
ball.

They played local teams
Lautoka Excelsior, McDonalds
Junior Jets and Raiwaqga twice in
the round-robin section, with
their closest winning margin
being 25-6. The grand final
against Raiwaga was a huge win,
71-29.

Team manager Con Arsenis
said the tournament was big
news in Fiji, with the Sports,
Youth and Employment Minister
opening the event.

“Their national newspaper,
The Fiji Times, ran results and
news on the back page each
day,” he said. “The girls had a
fabulous time and we hope more
Redback teams will be able to
enjoy this or similar tourna-
ments in the future.

“We certainly appreciated the
sponsorship and support of the
local organisations which
helped get us there.

“The weather throughout the
week was hot and very humid
with the temperature around 32
degrees each day. While we were
sometimes referred to as the
Warrandke Red Backs we found
the hospitality fantastic and en-
joyed the entire experience.”

When they arrived home, the
girls unanimously told their par-
ents: “We are definitely going
back!”

* COUGAR BOURBON 700ML

DRIVE-IN SPECIALS
'« FOSTER SPECIAL BITTER STUBBIES—SLAB.. $15.95

PLUS FREE COKE & FREE GLASS
{ * COUGAR CANS ...

BISTRO MEALS—SUMMER SPECIALS |
1/2 PRICE ITEMS
Monday to Wednesday Lunch & Dinner

d $10 BUDGET BUSTER |

| Thursday Lunch & Dinner I

V  For only $10 you receive your choice of |
b $10 meal from our chef’s Special Selection |
plus $5.00 Pokie Change Voucher

SUNDAY SUMMER SNACKS
AFTERNOON TEA IN THE BISTRO OR ON THE TERRACI

X 2nd SAT every month:

RAN

HEORTAE L

EST.189%5
110 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE 3113. PHONE 9844 3202

MARCHI ENTERTAIMNMENT

PUBLIC BAR: Friday nights, Sunday evenings

[ ——————— i o o e e e

BISTRO |
Ist SAT every month: Two Past Midnight—Cabaret, Dancing.

After Theatre Jump—Swing/Jazz Trio

3rd SAT every month: Phase—Lori & Steve. Dancing. |
4th SAT every month: Wayne Horner—Solo singer/guitarist

b o o o v o ————————

SAT MAR 1: Back to the Seventies with the PAPER DOLLS.
Dress up, of course. Tickets $13 includes supper.
Fundraiser—Warrandyte REDBACKS. Book now.

MON MAR 10: LABOUR DAY—Stephanie, piano/singer

MAR 16: ST PATRICKS DAY—1-4.30pm with “Rileys Boot.” Book early.

s]
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| MONSTER FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION with Warrandyte Football Club.

$20 per season entry. Forms at Footy ground or hotel

W.F.C. Sportsman Night in MARCH. BOOKINGS at

hotel on 9844 3202.

* Monday to Friday before
11.30am every customer
WINS A PRIZE on our
Spinning Wheel (one spin
per person per day) in our
Gaming Room.

* SPOT PRIZES up to value
of $50. Myer vouchers,
meals, drinks, craft items.

PR - ——————————— -

4  TATTS POKIES

This coupon entitles the bearer to

40 FREE spins

ON 5 CENT MACHINES
at the Grand Hotel Gaming Room.

ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER DAY. OFFER FOR MONTH OFFEB.
[ T |

—K——-—
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-are on the run and looking good

~One for -
Snowy

Warrandyte Football Club
have reco‘gnised the great
service of the late Tracy
“Snowy” Prior by renaming
one of its most prestigious
awards in his honour.

“In recognition of his serv-
ice as player, coach, runner,
committeeperson, supporter
and a great mate to all those
who had the pleasure of
knowing him, the WFC com-
mittee has decided to re-
name in Snowy's honour
what many at the club per-
ceive to be the most notable
of all out trophies,” president
Jeff Evans told the Diary.

“The best clubman award
becomes the Tracy ‘Snowy’
Prior Best Clubman Award.”

Snowy died late last year
after a second liver trans-
plant. He was 34.

A family picnic to raise
funds for his family was held
at the football ground on
February 9. Anyone who was
unable to attend and would
like to make a donation is in-
vited to send a cheque to Dee
Prior, 18 Cherry Tree Road,
Hurstbridge 3099.

By CLINTON GRYBAS

A dramatic last-ball six
from a Parkwood tail-
ender to tie the scores
could deny Warrandyte
Cricket Club’s Chandler
Shield eleven a finals
berth.

The Bushrangers’ impressive
winning run after the Christmas
break came to a halt when the
number 10 bat sent Chris
Bambury’s final delivery sailing
high on to the hill at Warrandyte
Reserve. The mighty blow tied
the scores at 147.

Instead of collecting the eight
points for a win the Dytes had
to settle for four, putting them a
game and a half outside the top
four with just three matches left.

Having won just one of their
first five games before Christ-
mas Warrandyte seemed des-
tined to be battling to avoid rel-
egation, rather than contesting
the finals race, in the latter half
of the season.

But an extraordinary turn-
around in form and confidence,
and some fine individual efforts,
have put the rest of the compe-
tition on notice that the Bush-
rangers are fighting back.

“We have certainly had a more
positive attitude from more peo-
ple in recent weeks,” captain
Tony Sturesteps told the Diary.

“That has been the key. We
now know we can get those wins
on the board. This is our best
form for two or three years.

“We have to win our last three
games to stay a finals chance.”

The Bushrangers are on track
for victory in the first of those
remaining matches, bowling
Kilsyth out for just 138 on the
first day of a two-day home
game.

Quicks Gerald Walshe and
Chris Snaidero, who are both
having outstanding seasons,
took the honours. Walshe
claimed 4/47 from 22 overs while
Snaidero took 4/34 from 18.

Warrandyte will resume their
chase this Saturday (February
15) at 3/49, needing only 90 runs
to take the points. Unfortu-
nately, they have lost Bambury

By LEE TINDALE

Warrandyte Football Club are
in full training for what is
shaping as a much-improved
1997 season.

Official training under new
playln‘f coach Greg Cole

on January 13 and
several senior players have
already described it as the
Bloods’ best pre-season for
years.

“The numbers at training
have been good and enthusi-
asm has been high,” Cole told
the Diary.

“The older players are
particularly enthusiastic and
are looking forward to a good
year—and that enthusiasm is
flowing on to the younger
guys.”

The Bloods are spending
this weekend (February 14-
16) at the Club Reefton
training camp outside
Warburton. They will play
four practice matches—all at
home—in their lead-up to the
start of the season, away to
Montrose on April 12.

The practice games will be
against Croydon North
(Sunday, March 2), Old
Ivanhoe Grammarians
(Sunday, March 16), East
Doncaster (Sunday, March 23)
and Mooroolbark (Saturday,

April 5).

for 22, Steve Bell for 16 and
Shane Baker for one and do not
have the services of the injured
Sturesteps.

The post-Christmas renais-
sance started at Croydon North
where the Dytes were in disar-
ray at 6/82 chasing the home
team'’s impressive 266. With the
top order back in the pavilion
and a seemingly brittle tail to
come, Warrandyte were on the
verge of sinking to last place on
the RDCA ladder.

But wicketkeeper Dave
Mooney defied the odds to post
the highest score ever by a first-
grade Warrandyte player, a ca-
reer-best 184 not out, to steer
the Bushrangers home.

Mooney arrived at the crease
as a night-watchman late on the
first day after Greg Creber was
bowled for a duck. He walked off
at two minutes past six the fol-
lowing week, his wicket still in-
tact, after belting 28 fours and
five sixes in a 290-minute stay.

Mooney, whose batting was so
poor just a couple of seasons
ago that he won the award for
the most ducks by any player at
the club, said he had been work-
ing hard on his game.

“I have been feeling good keep-
ing and that flows on to the bat-
ting side of things," he said.

“It was the best | have ever felt
while batting and | was seeing
them really well.”

While he anchored one end,
Warrandyte were 8/155 and still
112 runs adrift when Walshe
went for two, with only David
Watts and Snaidero to come.

While they might claim to be
more than mere “batting bun-
nies”, Snaidero had scored just
29in his five innings for the sea-
son while spin-bowler Watts was
returning to the ones for the first
time since last summer,

But Snaidero cracked seven
boundaries in an innings of 38
before being caught with the
score on 252, leaving Watts and
Mooney to eke out 15 to steal the

Jeff E vans

Warrandyte appear to have
recruited well and there will
be plenty of pressure on the
regular senior players in the
new season from the newcom-
ers and the promising crop of
emerging juniors.

Missing from the 1996 squad
will be Ashley Grybas, who
has been transferred to
Perth. Doubtful at this stage
are Ben Brisbane and Mack
Clarkson, who are trying out
with East Ringwood and Box

Hill respectively, and
champion junior Justin
Edwards, who is training with
the Preston Kni

“Of course we’d love to
have them back, but if they
make the grade with their
new clubs we will wish them
all the best,” said Warrandyte
president Jeff Evans.

A priority for the club this
year, Evans said, would be to
raise an estimated $20,000 to
floodlight the scoreboard side
of the Warrandyte ground.

“Our training during winter
months has been severely
hindered by the lack of
adequate lighting,” he said.

“The existing lights illumi-
nate only half the oval and
this concentrates traffic on
the grandstand side, which
chops up pretty badly while
the scoreboard side is in
near-perfect condition even
during the wettest months.

“The committee proposes to
upgrade the lighting with a
debenture issue, interest
payable yearly with the

alance due in five years.
Several people have already
expressed interest in $500
debentures and anyone who
would like more details is
invited to contact me on 9722
1118 ) B

Evans said it must be
remembered that both juniors

and seniors used the oval for
training and upgraded

lighti tiwould be a big bonus
for bo

The Bloods’ social season is
already under way. Andrew
“Buck” Rogers is in charge of
the social calendar, several
functions have already been
held and many more are
planned.

They include such events as
a golf day, trivia night, trots
night, karoake/fancy dress
night, a winery tour and a
black tie dinner.

® Warrandyte Junior
Football Club will hold their
registration day at the
clubrooms on Sunday,
February 16, from 10.30am.
The club field teams from
under-10 through to under-
16.

CT’reé Cole

WARRANDYTE’s 1997 DRAW

(Firsts, Reserves and Under-18s)

April 12: v. Montrose (A)

April 19: v. The Basin (H)

April 26: v. North Ringwood (A)
May 3: v. Mooroolbark (H)

May 10: v. Blackburn (A)

May 17: v. Boronia (A)

May 24: v. Mulgrave (H)

May 31: v. Croydon (A)

June 14: v. Doncaster (H)

Club merge talk shock

Warrandyte Cricket Club are considering merg-
ing with another local club. President Russell
Dorning delivered the news in his column in the

club’s recent newsletter.

Many club veterans were staggered by the an-
nouncement and the perilous financial situation
of the club, one of the oldest in the state and
currently in its 142nd season of competition.

Dorning wrote that the club had to think about
“the direction in which we are going to take in

the future”.

“Because of our finances, or lack of them due
to player costs, the club has been looking seri-
ously at a number of options, one of which is

wrote.

amalgamation with another local club,”

“If you as a member want your club to sur-

vive in the future you must have input around

ruary 20.”

the club and be at our annual meeting on Feb-

The meeting will be held in the club’s social
rooms at 8.30pm, immediately after senior train-
ing in a bid to get all players there. Parents of
the junior players are also encouraged to attend.

Senior player numbers are at their lowest level

for some time with only four teams playing in-
stead of the usual five. The veterans are also
struggling to field a team each week.

win.

They did more than that, Watts
remaining unbeaten on 22 and
Warrandyte on 9/322 at the
close.

Snaidero did his bit with the
ball the following week, taking 4/
37 as the Bushrangers routed
Lilydale for just 84. Walshe
chipped in with 3/34 as only one
batsmen reached double fig-
ures.

The Dytes lost regular wickets
in reply but reached 149 before
being bowled out in the shad-
ows of stumps on an eventful
first day.

Only Mooney, with 41, and Bell
(33) kept the board ticking over
gger the side had crashed to 5/

The outright result and double
points was possible when
Lilydale declared their second
innings at 8/213, setting Warran-
dyte 149 to win off 24 overs.

Despite tumbling to 3/19 in the
fifth they kept scoring and at the
halfway mark were 4/68, need-
ing 81 off the last 12

They didn't get them,
Bambury being dismissed for 42
while Mooney was 32 not out as
the team played out the last 10
overs for just 11 runs to finish
at 7/90.

The following week saw them
take on Parkwood in the fateful
one-dayer. Brad Valentine
scored 36, Sturesteps 33 and

Mooney 31 as Warrandyte
reached 9/147 from their 40
overs.

In reply Parkwood staggered
to 5/70 off 27. The equation was
arun a ball from the last 10 overs
and then 20 to win off the last
three.

Parkwood faced the last over
at 8/136, which became 9/139
from the third ball when
Bambury took a wicket.

A dot ball and then a two came
from the next two deliveries,
leaving Parkwood in need of an

unlikely six off the last ball fora |

tie.

Sturesteps put seven fields- |

men on the boundary, but

Bambury's delivery, pitched |

well up, was hit hard and high
over the mid-wicket fence and
landed on the hill.

The team's last two matches
are away from home, a one-
dayer at Wantirna South on Sun-
day, February 16 and a two-day
game at Wonga Park, starting on

aturday, February 22,

None of the club’s lower grade
teams are in the finals race. The
seconds lie 11th of 12 teams, the
thirds are ninth and the fourths
10th.

® The club’s annual trivia
night will be held at the
clubrooms from 8pm on Satur-
day, February 15. Tickets are
available from Ann Pascoe on
9844 1213.

|

CRICKET SCORES

Firsts: Warrandyte 235 (Creber 57, Mooney
54) lost to Ainslie Park 7/257 (Bambury 3/
51) and 1/51. Warrandyte 9/322 (Mooney
184 n.o., Snaidero 38) d Croydon North
266 (Watts 3/86). Warrandyte 149
(Mooney 41, Bell 33) and 7/90 (Bambury
42, Mooney 32 n.0.) d Lilydale 84

June 21: v. Montrose (H)
June 28: v. The Basin (A)
July 5: v. North Ringwood (H)
July 12: v. Mooroolbark (A)
July 19: v. Blackburn (H)

July 26: v. Boronia (H)
August 2: v. Muigrave (A)
August 9: v. Croydon (H)
August 16: v. Doncaster (A)

One day wonder thwarts
orn again Bushrangers!

1

(Snaidero 4/37
(Bambury 2/31

Walishe 3/34) ar
Walshe 2/32

Seconds: Warr
Park 302 (Watt
(Barmby 45, Gee 40) and 1

Founrc \’erranc\tn b1 Mu 36 m'
Ainslie Park 7/129. Warrandyte 113 lost to
Croydon North 3/223. Warrandyte 8/250
(Jarvis 100 n.o.) d Lilydale 179 (Curiale 5
39)

Veterans: Warrandyte 9/152 (Pascoe 36
Stickles 34) led Croydon 6/152 (Johnston
2/17). Warrandyte 7/122 (Johnston 40)
lost to Templeton 4/153 (Pascoe 1/1 from
6 overs). Warrandyte 8/142 (Pascoe 43
McCarthy 42) lost to South Warrandyte 6

OPEN EVERY DAY

FOR LUNCH
AND DINNER

A special place for a
special function

RESERVATIONS — 9712 0266
Pitmans Corner, Eltham/Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground




Wilson
McDougall
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$149,000 $149,000 $159,000 $169,000
4 bedrooms, dual occupancy 3 bedrooms, study and rumpus 3 BRs, double garage, central location Character cedar cottage and studio

$184,500 $197,000 AUCTION $259,000
5 bedrooms, on 1 acre Two storey, 4 bedrooms and 3/4 acre 22 February at 11am 4 bedroom plus study, rumpus, 1 acre

1 acre contemporary, IG pool, tri-level

$279,000 $279,000 $379,000 $475,000
4 bedrooms and study, 1 acre 4 acres, river frontage 4 bedrooms plus study, IG pool, 40+ squares, pool and court, 2.5 acres
4 acres, river frontage

The weather’s hot and so are sales!!
We’ve had increased enquiry for properties
in the Warrandyte area.
If you’re thinking of selling why not give us a call.

9844 3085

183 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

Together we’ll make it happen

sada



