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Call for local brary

By FIA CLENDINNEN
and CLIFF GREEN

A local resident, concerned at
the lack of hbrary services in
Warrandyte, is circulating a pe-
tition to test public response to
this vital issue.

The petition has been organised by
Anthea Philippou, who claims many
residents are dissatisfied with the Ii-
brary services and are supporting her
call for a library in Warrandyte.

“Warrandyte has a population of
around 8,000 people. That warrants a
library,” Anthea Philippou told the Di-
ary. “I'm getting a lot of response to my
petition, especially from family people
with children. People are saying, I'm
glad someone is taking the initiative.”

Anthea Philippou, a former librarian,
runs the newsagency at the Goldfields
Plaza with her husband. She lives in
Warrandyte.

She said she felt the lack of a local li-
brary particularly affected children in
Warrandyte. “I see kids roaming the
streets, they have nothing to do. Only
bored kids get into trouble.”

Anthea Philippou stressed that a li-
brary is much more than books. “A li-
l)rary is au)mmumty centre, it's a meet-
ing place.” She said she thought a li-
brary in Warrandyte would be of great
benefit to those too elderly to drive.
“The public transport around here is
hopeless for elderly people who want
to get to a library.”

She also emphasized the benefits a
local library would bring to Warran-
dyte’s children. “The best thing any-
body can have is a love of books. A child
who feels comfortable with a library
knows how to research when they're
older. It's another tool for our kids,” she
said. “I'm looking at it from a mother's
point of view.”

Children should be able to walk or
cycle to their local library. They should
feel it belongs to them.

David Hirt, spokesperson for the
Friends of Whitehorse Manningham
Regional Libraries, said he'd be very
happy to see a library in Warrandyte.
Mr Hirt, a long-time resident of Warran-
dyte and a self-confessed ‘bookaphile’
said a library could provide a focus for
the township.

However another Warrandyte resi-
dent, who worked in libraries for over
30 years, was not optimistic about War-
randyte's chances of getting its own li-
brary.

“There needs to be a certain size of
catchment before a library can be vi-
able. I am 99 percent sure Warrandyte
would not meet the guide-lines,” the
resident said.

This resident also emphasized that in
the current climate of economic ration-
alism, Warrandyte would be considered
well served by near-by libraries. “I
would have thought Warrandyte had
done the best it possibly could in get-
ting the library at The Pines Shopping
Centre.”

But this resident said there was a
chance Anthea Philippou could achieve
her aim. “Who knows what can be done
with some firmness.”

In the past, Warrandyte has been
served, on both sides of the river, by
mobile libraries. Many residents felt
these were quite inadequate. Books
stocks were limited and were seldom
rotated and the services were useless
for research purposes.

It was always assumed that a branch
library would form part of the new War-
randyte Community Centre. However,
before the centre was built, a library
was established at The Pines, and it was
declared that this was adequate for
Warrandyte.

Warrandyte had a public library as far
back as 1882, when the original Me-
chanics Institute was established in the
old Andersons Creek Common School
building, long gone.

A book exhange has been established
at the community centre. Staffed by vol
unteers and stocked with donated
books, it was seen as some sort of com-
pensation for Warrandyte missing out
on a proper library

Recent press reports indicate that, as
part of the $200 million expansion to
Doncaster Shoppingtown, Planning
Minister Rob Maclellan has ordered
that $4.6 million should be paid to
Manningham council “for the expan-
sion of library facilities in the area”
Residents hope that Warrandyte will be
considered “in the area”

® The Diary welcomes readers’ com-
ments on this issue.

Anthea Philippou and her
library petition

‘Theres a

long, long

trail
a-winding...

Their ranks are
thinning, their hair
has turned to silver,
but Warrandyte's
war veterans once
more rallied to
remember their lost
comrades on Anzac
Day, Friday April 25
Father Garry Gasson
officiated.

(Picture by Jan
TIndale )

@® See story,
pic: Page 3
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Tvré IN THE LOCAL ANZAC MARCH AS A

VETERAN OF THE BATTLE TO
YARRA STREET.
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Warrandyte Horse Float
& Trailer Hire

Ll e 5B

Coachman Floats, Car Trailers,
Furniture Vans, 6x4, 8x5 Caged and Flat

LOT 2 ANZAC ROAD

BH 9844 1888 AH9844 4747
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POTTERS Sk COTTAGE

A unique combination of
Our display includes ceramics, glass,
paintings. woodcraft and more!

9844 3078
LICENSED RESTAURANT

Lunch, Moming & Afternoon Tea — Tues to Sun
Dinner — Thur, Fri and Sat
MOTHER’S DAY Sunday 11th May
Fixed Price Luncheon and a la carte Dinner
RYMILL of Coonawarra Winemakers Dinner
Friday 23rd & 30th May—Bookings essential

9844 2270 - 9844 1222
POITERS SCHOOL

1 Pottery — Wheel Work, Sculpture
and Life Drawing

9844 2333

| 321 JUMPING CREEK ROAD, WARRANDYTE 3113 |
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WARRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY’S

VISITING HOUR

By Richard Harris
Directed by Ken Virtue

-
Touching and humourous scenes at the hospital bedside.

WMI Hall, Warrandyte. 8pm. Slz per ticket

Boo

\ Lauric Shaw (03) 9844 1376

By special arrangement with Dominie Pty Lid

Electronic
Equipment
Repairs

Economical repairs to:

* Videos «TVs

* Stereos, Hi-Fi systems

* Musical equipment

» Games, Walkmans

» Computer equipment

* Telephone systems/
extensions

David Hogg, 9844 1858 | |

LEARN TO

.

|
|
|
\

From experienced Artist/Teacher
* Friendly studio environment

*Beginners and advanced
students welcome

* Wide range of techniques
*Various mediums and subjects

*Year 11 & 12 VCE students
welcome. Help given with folio
work and presentation

* Competitive rates

NIJOLE PENGELLEY
9844 1168

PAINTER &
CARPENTER

Small jobs
Reasonable rates

Quality workmanship

GRAHAM
. 9844 3974

| TIMBER STAINING 4

MUDBRICK & CEMENT

* Rendering

* Repairs

* Colour Matching
* Waterproofing

Ring MICHAEL
on 9712 0436

" WARRANDYTE
WELDING

All materials welded
Your place or mine.
No job too small

RING

NEIL CARTER
9844 2547

Two interested specta-
tors who had no inten-
tion of bidding at the
auction of the Gospel

_.?

| Chapel on April 26 watched pro-

ceedings from on high in a huge

| on-site gum tree. A couple of

koalas perched up there at-
tracted lots of “oohs” and “aahs™
from the folk below and almost
as much attention as the auction
itself. Their presence was not
lost on the auctioneer, who ob-
served with a grin that it should
have added at least a couple of
thousand dollars to the value of
the property. It apparently didn't,
though. The chapel was passed
in at $112,000 before private ne-
gotiations started with at least

It was the perfect footy

a couple of interested parties.
shirtfront. Chris Sharp,
who is a big lump of a

i young bloke, picking up

a mongrel, grubbered kick from
a teammate during the Warran-
dyte reserves' home game
against The Basin on April 19—
and KERRUNCH! Down went his
victim in a senseless heap. Un-
fortunately, however, Chris had
collided not with an opponent
but with Warrandyte water boy
Rhys Ireland, 11-year-old
nephew of Bloods secretary
Robert “Noddy™ Ireland. Young
Rhys had been under the im-
pression that carrying the water
bottle for the Warrandyte re-
serves was a non-contact sport.
To his great credit, however, he
is still a water boy, although he
keeps his distance from Chris
Sharp these days. “It was awful”
a remorseful Chris said of the
incident. “Tahn Reid had kicked
this terrible kick that | was try-

| ing to pick up and Rhys just got

in the way. | went in one direc-
tion and he went in the same
direction. Then I went the other
way and so did he. Bang!” Never
mind, Chris. You are about to
become famous. The shirtfront
was recorded on video and will
soon be seen on Melbourne tel-
evision’s highest-rating show—

| in the “Almost Footy Legends”
| segment of Channel 9’s The

Footy Show.

_.?

And from an almost
footy legend to a bloke
who may well be on the
way to be coming a fair-

| dinkum one. North Melbourne
| premiership player Glen Archer,
| best and fairest in last year's AFL

grand final, is about to become
a local. Glen has built a home in
west Warrandyte and moves in
within the next couple of weeks.
It's a terrible shame, consider-
ing Warrandyte's precarious

| position on the EDFL Second

Division ladder at the moment,
that the Bloods don't have call
on these locally-living fooball

| stars. With Archer at centre half-

forward or centre half-back,

| Hawthorn rover Johnny Platten
| winning everything out of the
| centre and home-grown champ

Jon Hassall (ex-Collingwood,
now Hawthorn) running out of
defence, the opposition might
not even bother to turn up. And
directing affairs, of course,
would be Essendon premiership
coach Kevin Sheedy, who actu-
ally lives at Park Orchards but
is close enough to be claimed as
our own.

All quarry products for drives & paths

9844 3329

Sure enough Closey mentioned

gee, the
embattled Bloods could sure
use him.

Ien Archer ...

It was a three-way con-
i versation in Yarra

Street between Diary

staffers Rae Danks and
Jan Tindale outside the Cellars
and Ann Hookey in the carpark
opposite. Mature-age ladies dis-
cussing what mature-age ladies
discuss, whatever that may be.
The chat was interrupted by a
wolf whistle directed at a sweet
young thing by a holidaying
schoolboy at the bus stop oppo-
site the community centre. And
three mature-age ladies risked
whiplash by snapping their ma-
ture-age heads in the whistler’s
direction. Mature-age ladies live
in hope, don’t they? Or do old
habits merely die hard?

this world was driven

i home last month by

the arrival at the Diary office of
a piece of e-mail. Good Lord,
we'd only been on the Internet
five minutes, it seemed, and the
e-mail was rolling in. The corre-
spondence was for staffer Lee
Tindale from a bloke named
David Pougher (pronounced
Power rather than Puffer) who'd
just happened to be trawling the
net in his office at the London
Evening Standard when the
name Warrandyte Diary leapt out
and hit him in the eye. Lee and
David had worked together in
Flinders Street eons back when
Melbourne had a daily evening
broadsheet and they became
good mates, David eventually
up-anchoring and returning to
his homeland. Lee will eventu-
ally respond to the e-mail, but
knowing his aversion to all
things hi tech, it will probably
be by postcard. Sent surface

mail, of course.
$ ears of this town and
Anne Drew knew she
was in a bit of trouble when he
spotted her emerging from Jew-
els the other day carrying
enough toilet rolls to see out the
average family for maybe a year.

The extent to which
technology has shrunk

Kevin Close is some-
thing of the eyes and

Keep the chapel, we’ll
just take the koalas!

it to Smokey, who confronted
Anne with the question that had
to be asked: “Why all the dunny
paper?” Well, thereby hangs a
tale. Or in this case, a tail. Anne's
a very busy lady and shops in
bulk for things like toilet rolls
and the last lot she bought was
of the very flimsy type, incapa-
ble of withstanding reasonable
finger pressure. So, in response
to a lot of whingeing from the
family she donated the entire
consignment to the local footy
club, of which she is a
committeeperson, and replaced
it with a bulk purchase of much
sturdier stuff, which she was
carrying to the car when Closey
sprang her. So now you know,
Kevin. Now the whole of Warran-

dyte knows.
? volume called A Hand-
book of Humour For All

Occasions as she conducted an
historic dusting of the book-
shelves (historic because it hap-
pens about every 25 years). We
were particularly taken by an
untitled piece of verse (author
unknown) about love. We just
had to share it with you:

The wonderful love of a
beautiful maid,

The love of a staunch, true
man,

The love of a baby unafraid

Have existed since time
began.

But the greatest love—the
love of loves—

Even greater than that of a
mother,

Is the passionate, tender and
infinite love

Of one drunken bum for
another.
Makes you go all misty-eyed,

doesn't it?
nates this month's col-

i umn, but hell, it’s the

The little lady at our
house came across a

You might think that
football unfairly domi-

season, isn't it? So we'll kick on
with it. Diary advertising/ac-
counts lady Rae Danks (who is
also in danger of dominating this
month’s column) was fascinated
by the flock of galahs perched
on a power line in Taroona Av-
enue in the early afternoon of
Sunday, May 4. Without excep-
tion, they were hanging upside
down? Did they think they were
bats—or had they just been to
a Pleasant Sunday Morning at
the footy club? Neither, prob-
ably. They are galahs, you know.

Smokey

YOUR LOCAL

CABINET MAKER

NEW KITCHENS & BENCH TOPS
BATHROOM VANITIES & PANTRIES
WALL UNITS & BOOK CASES
WORK STATIONS & STUDENT DESKS

KITCHENS RELAMINATED—
NEW DOORS & DRAWERS

PENSIONER DISCOUNTS

GEOFF RUCK
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD

9876 3331
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Manningham council
continues consultation
before jumping creek

By DAVID WYMAN

Despite strong concerns from
environmental groups,
Manningham council seems
set to replace the bridge on
Jumping Creek Road.
However, council has
indicated that the final design
will be “environmentally
sensitive™” as well as improv-
ing safety.

A council spokesperson told
the Diary that the condition
of the narrow timber bridge
is recognised by some of the
local community and emer-

ency services, such police,

untry Fire Authority and
the State Emergency Service,
as a traffic safety hazard.

“It is pro that the
existing bridge will be
replaced by a new bridge
which will allow for two-lane
traffic as well as a combined
pedestrian and equestrian
?ath," the spokesperson said.

'Work will also include

upgrading the approaches to
the bridge.”

As reported last month,
council’s original proposal
involved the loss of over 100
mature trees and consider-
able earthworks on both sides
of the bridge.

Warrandyte State Park staff
have expressed serious
concerns about the road
realignment and have asked
council for alternative
options. Flora Anderson of
the Wonga Park Environment
Group, pointed out that the
road “still retains the
pleasant attributes that a tree
canopy gives to a country
road”.

“The road is very close to a
the state park and is a wildlife
corridor. It is imperative that
vehicle speeds be reduced
rather than increased,” she
said.

Manningham council has
established a reference panel

to involve community groups
and interested parties in the
project. Emergency Services,
Parks Victoria, Friends of the
Warrandyte State Park,
Warrandyte Advisory
Committee and the Wonga
Park Residents Association
are all represented.

“No design has yet been
finalised,” the council
spokesperson said. “The
council and the reference
committee want to ensure
that the final design will be
environmentally sensitive to
the area as well as improving
safety for motorists and

estrians.”

The total project, which
includes a new bridge and
road approaches, is estimated
to cost $800,000.

Council has also invited the
reference committee to have
input into a road manage-
ment strategy for Jumping
Creek Road.

PETER GARDINER LL.B

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

For Legal Work including:
® Property Conveyancing
® Family Law
® Court Representation
Wills and Estates

Sale of Business

Schools
collect
cash

Schools in Warrandyte and Park
Orchards are set to receive al-
most $300,000 in direct state
government grants for mainte-
nance and minor works.

The schools to benefit include
Warrandyte High School
($28,448), Warrandyte Primary
School ($17,096), Andersons
Creek Primary School ($13,816)
and Park Orchards Primary
School ($10,924).

Part of each school's global
budget, the money will be used
for urgent works, arranging
maintenance and minor works
costing less than $30,000, and
for planning for works to be
done in compliance with legis-
lative standards.

Announcing the grants, Phil
Honeywood, MP for Warrandyte,
told the Diary: “I believe provid-
ing these grants to the schools
themselves makes great sense,
because they know their needs
and can apply the funding to its
best use.”

By CLIFF GREEN

Warrandyte residents are
being urged to participate
in the formulation of
Manningham council’s
Municipal Strategic State-
ment, part of the state-
wide Victoria Planning
Provisions project.

Concerned residents see this
statement as crucial in the cam-
paign to protect the integrity of
the Green Wedge and to rein-
force the ban on dual occupancy
in the Warrandyte township.

A public workshop to discuss
the strategic statement is being
held at the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Centre on Thursday, May 15
at 7pm.

As previously reported, under
the Victoria Planning Provisions,
state government has directed
that each council prepares a
Municipal Strategic Statement,
defining land use and develop-
ment direction for the munici-
pality.

Thus the recently elected
Manningham councillors will
have the final say on what this
statement contains, including
whether or not dual occupancy
is to be permitted in Warrandyte
and what provisions will be
made for the preservation of the
Green Wedge.

Local state MP Phil Honey-
wood has reassured residents,
through a statement to the Di-
ary, that the Green Wedge and
the ban on dual occupancy are
both safe.

“If Manningham council were
to decide to recommend altera-
tions to existing planning poli-
cies on the Wedge or on dual
occupancy, then these would be
subject to an independent panel
to pass on their views to the
minister,” Phil Honeywood said.

“A planning issue of this mag-

\

As usual, Warrandyte scouts participated in the annual

Have your say on planning

nitude would ultimately not be
changed without the approval of
the minister, who would take
into account issues of regional
and state-wide significance.

“The minister’s response has
been to reassure the commu-
nity.”

However, local concern still
persists. In a letter to the Diary
this month (see Page 4), Doug
Seymour of the Warrandyte En-
vironment League writes: “This
news (the minister’s reassur-
ance) however, should not be
taken as a general assurance of
stability as the new provisions
could unravel many of the hard
fought safeguards built up
within the present planning
schemes

“As a recently issued briefing
paper by Manningham council
records: ‘schemes will become
tools for facilitating appropriate
development’.”

Similar concern is being ex-
pressed north of the river; and
by official council planners!

In a recent statement, David
Gold, Nillumbik's manager for
environment and land use strat-
egies, said council “is concerned
that the concept of Nillumbik as
a metropolitan Green Wedge is
not clearly detailed in the Victo-
ria Planning Provisions

“Council will urge the Minister
for Planning and Local Govern-
ment to strengthen metropoli-
tan policy to give the Nillumbik
Green Wedge and other metro-
politan ‘green wedges’ clear sta-
tus.”

Concerned Warrandyte resi-
dents will be asking Manning-
ham council to take a similar
stand.

“The green wedges sit be-
tween the priority growth areas
such as Whittlesea and Cran-
bourne, and are major environ-
mental, economic and recrea-
tional resources for Melbourne,”
David Gold said

Anzac Day service. (Picture by Jan Tindale)

Warrandyte did not forget

The Anzac spirit is alive and well
and going from strength to
strength.

That was the impression the
young people of Warrandyte
gave by turning up in large num-
bers for our Anzac Day march
and service last month.

“Each year it seems that the
Anzac message is getting to the
young people more,” said War-
randyte RSL Sub-Branch presi-
dent Neil Pearson.

This year's service was con-
ducted by Father Garry Glasson,
of St Stephen’s Anglican Church

and the 4th Combat Regiment
Ringwood provided the ceno-
taph guard.

Piper Andrew Ogilvy led the
march and played the lament
and the Last Post and Reveille
were played by bugler Chris
Coates.

“The Sub-Branch thanks eve-
ryone who assisted in making
the day such a success—par-
ticularly Manningham council
for their help in upgrading the
memorial grounds and Pot
Pourri Florists for their floral
contribution,” Mr Pearson said.

LOUISE J. BRENNAN ..
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

183 Yarra Street
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Telephone: (03) 9844 3085, (03) 9328 3030
After Hours: (03) 9730 1943

ESTABLISHED 1968

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road)

Ph: 98441111
AH. 98441192
Fax: 9844 1792

West End, Warrandyte

CONVEYANCING
$3 5 O (plus disbursements)

handled personally by

SOLICITOR
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH ¢+ 1.6

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE

ALL OTHER LEGAL MATTERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES

PHCNE 9844 4646 — ALL HOURS



Warning on State planning provisions

Recent Diary articles on the possible
impact of the new Victorian Planning
Provisions on Warrandyte have done
much to assure residents that our dis-
trict will continue to be spared from
higher density dual occupancy devel-
opment.

This news should however not be
taken as a general assurance of stabil-
ity as the new provisions could unravel
many of the hard fought safeguards
built up within the present planning
schemes. As a recently issued briefing
paper by Manningham council records:
“schemes will become tools for facili-
tating appropriate development”.

The system and the new zones are to
be imposed on every minicipality by
the government from this June. Both
Manningham and Nillumbik will have to
introduce a range of these standard

zones and this could have major impli-
cations.

The number of zones across the state
is reduced from 2,871 to 25, but al-
though this simplifies the system, a
complexity of overlay controls and lo-
cal policies will be implemented to try
to control development.

It looks as though the local prohibi-
tion on dual occupancy will be a rare
certainty as the new zones have few
controls on land use, residents and
councils having to rely on policies to
try to maintain current strategies and
to argue before the Administrative Ap-
peals Tribunal.

This is an example of how the new
provisions could work. A new zone will
replace the current Residential D or D1
zones (this is the minimum one acre
zone). Under the current zoning a sec-

Road won't bring
back tranquility

Jeff Kennett and Maggie
Thatcher have much in com-
mon. For example they \harethe
ability to reduce complex issues
to simplistic notions. This is
very effective politically, making
them masters of the 15 second
grab for the evening news.
However, the development of
environmentally sensitive areas
poses complex questions. There
are no easy answers. As citizens
entrusted with the care of the
Yarra Valley, we in Warrandyte
must be particularly careful not
to be deceived by simplistic
thinking when it comes to dis-
cussions about the proposed
ring road through Warrandyte.
In his letter (Diary, April 1997)
David Hogg reminds us of the
lower traffic levels of 15 years
ago, the beauty of our village
and the Green Wedge environ-
ment. Yet does he seriously be-
lieve that a six lane freeway is
the way to rediscover the
tranquility of the past, or pre-
serve the quality of our environ-
ment and our village centres?
Nostalgia is a sentiment that
Kennett and Thatcher know how
to exploit. However, the pro-
posed ring road will hardly take
Warrandyte back to the early
1980s. It will change the place
more than any event since the

Welcome to the rat race

In David Hogg's letter in support
of the Ring Road he remembers
the time when there were less
cars in Warrandyte and wishes
it were still so now. We would all
like to see less cars on the roads
but unfortunately building new
freeways makes for more cars,
not less, as found by the Stand-

1g Advisory Committee on
Trunk Road Assessment (Britain
1996). He says that we must en-
sure that the route of the Ring

discovery of gold but not, I be-
lieve, for the better.

Similar roads in similar set-
tings, both in Australia and over-
seas, have brought with them
shopping malls, increased con-
gestion on feeder roads, high
density property development,
the violation of natural systems
and increased concentrations of
pollutants.

None of these additions will
improve the quality of life in and
around Warrandyte

I agree with David Hogg to this
extent—we need to focus on
protecting what we love about
Warrandyte. But let’s not be de-
ceived by the idea that, in some
way, a ring road will reduce traf-
fic, improve quality of life, or
enhance the prospects for trad-
ers in the Warrandyte village.

The British people have finally
realised that Thatcher’s com-
mon sense policies had nothing
common about them. In fact,
they consistently reduced gen-
eral welfare for the benefit of a
few well placed individuals. Let’s
not sacrifice our children’s
Green Wedge for the vague
promises of a similarly false
prophet.

Jeremy Loftus-Hills
Kangaroo Ground Road

Road does not take traffic into
our beautiful village and yet a
basic understanding of traffic
engineering reveals this is im-
possible.

What sort of traffic increase
does he think will occur in Yarra
Street if it becomes a feeder
route for the Ring Road—the
longest freeway in Melbourne?
What does he think will happen
to the number of cars on Re-
search Road if the population in

=y
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Too nice
| to wreck

Some people think that the ring
road would modify traffic flow
through Warrandyte. But ac-
cording to state government re-
ports the ring road is planned
to stimulate business with fast
track development along it.

The reports state that the
state government would have
planning control over develop-
ment along the ring road and
not local government. I think
this must make it clear what the
state government’s intention is
in building the ring road. The
ring road will make the whole
area of Nillumbik accessible for
development.

I believe the state govern-
ment needs to consider more
the long term needs of the com-
munity as a whole. The beauty
and recreational value of
Nillumbik and green wedges
generally are much too valu-
able to the future of Melbourne
community for them to be de-
stroyed for short term gain.

Ron Bence
Hawkes Road

North Warrandyte more than
doubles due to the Ring Road?
(As is predicted in a report to
VicRoads).

David Hogg argues that the
people of Warrandyte have no
chance to stop the Ring Road.
Resistance is futile, we must
meekly surrender—he tells us.
He seriously underestimates the
people of Warrandyte!

Stephen Clendinnen
Doleen Road

ond dwelling is prohibited, but as there
are few prohibited uses in the sched-
ules to the new zones, an owner may
apply for the second dwelling.

The proposed development may be
contrary to the new municipal policy,
or to a schedule within an overlay con-
trol, but these do not a prohibition
make, so in response to council refusal,
the applicant gathers up development
drawings with lots of landscaping
shown and appeals the refusal before
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

As the proposed use is not prohibited,
the maintenance of Warrandyte's char-
acter and environmental value will de-
pend on unimbiguous municipal poli-
cies, the continuing comprehensive
support of those policies by the AAT
and constant vigilance by councils and
the community.
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Manningham council is circulating
every household with advice of a series
of workshops—the Warrandyte session
is on Thursday May 15 at the commu-
nity centre (7 to 8.30pm). Hopefully
someone at this meeting will be able to
explain the mechanism proposed to
prohibit dual occupancy. Everyone is
urged to take an interest in this meet-
ing—ring Kay Toussaint on 9840 9348
to reserve a seat. Nillumbik is also rac-
ing to the deadline and is understood
to be progressing well with policy
preparation. Some meetings have al-
ready been held north of the river and
the return of an elected council should
encourage more consultation.

Doug Seymour
arrandyte
Environment beague

Will Warrandyte’s most precious citizens survive the trauma created by the building of the
Eastern Ring Road extension and !he destrucnon of the Green Wedge7

MELBOURNE SUBURBS

9439 6303 or 9844 2108 or mobile 018 33 4006
17 Houghton Road, Warrandyte

The Warrandyte
DENTAL SURGERY

(Dr Tim Synnot and Dr Igor Lavrin)
Will be relocating to

616 Park Road, PARK ORCHARDS

Warrandyte

KIDS CLUB
For all primary aged children.
Games, snacks, stories and craft
Fridays, 3.45-5.30pm

YOUTH GROUP
For high school kids
Friday fortnightly 7pm

FAMILY SERVICES
Each Sunday at 10am

including creche and Sunday School.

Community Church

57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 4148

& ENVIRONMENTAL

e - BUILDING
nittumsix  SURVEYORS

A division of Nillumbik Shire Council

Building Permits and Inspections
Application checking times to suit

your needs

Inspection times available

Specialist advice in mud-brick
construction

Specialist advice on termite protection
Specialist advice on bush-fire protection

SRR (]

as at Monday April 14th
Telephone (unchanged) 9844 4020




A new tourist map and
locality guide is currently
circulal around town. It's
called Melbourne’s Valley of
the Arts and contains a user
friendly map that covers a
large area between Mel-
bourne city to Kinglake, and
Lilydale to Whittlesea.

“At last, places like Eltham
and Warrandyte, Hurstbridge
and Heidelberg to name a few

%mnlng to gain some
recogn tion, firstly from those

of us who live here and
secondly from those who visit
from the four corners of the
world,” Jenny Grinlington
from Melbourne'’s Valley of
the Arts Tourism Association
told the Diary.

“Locals are delighted to
discover new places to visit,
markets and events to enjoy,
parks they never knew
existed. The first way to
protect our environment and
lifestyle from unwanted
development is to learn all
the good reasons why it
should not be destroyed.
Pride of ownership can
belong to a community if the
people of that community
know what exists and want to
preserve it.”

At the official launch of the
map, Dianne Holuigue, food
writer for the Australian,
talked at length about her
memories of this reﬁ'lon. “As
we all stood in the Heide
gl allery enjoying the wonder-

1 Nolan pamungs in the

background,” Jenny
Grinlington said, “we felt a
sense of pride in having
chosen Valley of the Arts as
our name. Great events of
national and international
significance in the arts world

have occurred in this valley
and the tradition lives on
today in many places, such as
Potters Cottage and
Montsalvat.

“Dianne emphasised that
tourism here is based on a
foundation of historical
importance, unlike many
other regions, especially in
country Victoria, who base
their tourism industry around
a successful food product, for
example, that could go broke
in 10 years’ time, leaving the
tourism industry broke also.”

On April 11, the beginning
of what will be an extensive
artist trail was officially
opened by the Conservation
and Land Management
Minister Marie Tehan at Yarra
Flats Park in Heidelberg.

“The trail recognises
Victoria as the home of the
Heidelberg School, Jenny
Grinlington said, “and for the
first time visitors can identify
significant heritage sites
where major art works were
painted by the Heidelberg
School artists from the 1880s
to the early 1900s.” This trail
will soon extend through to
Warrandyte so that places of
significance beside the river
can be identified.

“Not only is this a valley of
arts connected to painting, all
the arts are represented in
many different locations—
performing arts and music to
name a few. By generating a
theme or image for this
region, all future develop-
ment ought to enhance and
protect this image, so that in a
nutshell, outside visitors will
know that they can have an
arts-related or special interest

tour in this region.”

Scotchmans
Hill Mount

Lofty now
part of our

State Park

The inclusion of Scotchmans Hill
and Mount Lofty into Warrandyte
State Park is now a legal reality.
A bill passed through both houses
of State Parliament recently, offi-
cially including these environ-
mentally important areas within
the park’s boundary.

This follows several years of
lobbying by both the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park and the
Friends of Scotchmans Hill, as
well as restoration work by vol-
unteers at both sites.

In her speech introducing the
bill last month, Wendy Smith,
Member for Silvan Province,
promised that these “stunning
and beautiful” areas will be
“revegetated and protected”.

Mount Lofty (88 hectares) is in
need of restoration as a result of
farming in the past and horse
grazing more recently. Scotch-
mans Hill (2 hectares) has suf-
fered degradation through illegal
traffic access and neglect.

Melbourne Water acquired the
land as part of the now defunct
Yarra Brae Reservoir project. It is
the home of several wedge-tail
eagles and there are magnificent
views from the area. The Yarra
can be seen from the top of the
ridge and canoeing is very popu-
lar down the rapids.

By CLIFF GREEN

Warrandyte will soon have a full-
time Country Fire Authority
community support facilitator,
as part of an innovative fire
‘safety and prevention program
announced last month.

“We will have on hand up to 30
facilitators to assist particularly
busy brigades provide en-
hanced fire safety services to
their local communities,” CFA
Chief Officer Trevor Roche told
the Diary.

Other brigades in the CFA's
Yarra Area where facilitators will
be appointed include Lilydale,
Montrose, Mooroolbark,
Ferntree Gully, Rowville and The
Basin.

“At the heart of the program
is the idea of creating a safer
community. We will always be
there to fight fires, but this is
about preventive measures. It is
a partnership between CFA and
the community, working to-
gether and sharing responsibil-
ity for fire prevention,” Trevor
Roche said.

It is anticipated that facili-
tators will not be directly in-
volved in operational fire “com-
bat” duties. As well as assisting
brigade captains in their public
liason and fire prevention work
within the community, they will
be available to speak at schools,
educate businesses and local
bodies in fire safety and help
develop neighbourhood fire pre-
vention units, such as the Com-
munity Fireguard groups, the
firefighting equivalent of Neigh-
bourhood Watch.

Community fire awareness in
Warrandyte was greatly in-
creased following the February
1991 North Warrandyte fires.
This led to the forming of two
such fireguard groups, one at
Stony Creek, the other in
Osborne Road.

Resident anxiety concerning
fire safety was further increased

Wildfire deuusfed“Bmu‘;nx Gully in February 1 .‘if,l-)

last December when the Diary
revealed that local brigade cap-
tains were not prepared to risk
the lives of their crews in a
number of “unsafe” streets, This
caused concern throughout
Melbourne’s high fire risk areas.
The devastating Dandenongs
fires in January further con-
firmed this concern.

It is expected that a prime task
of the support facilitators will be
to work within the community,
educating residents how best to
prevent fires and, when neces-
sary, deal with fire emergencies.

“The community support
facilitators will work with local
government, other emergency
services, schools, community
groups, individuals and industry
in creating a safer community,”
Trevor Roche said.
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“Good to hear that
old fire siren
sounding again, Ock.”

It’s all bappening at
Warrandyite Pmmar:y School
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merely superstition?!

e Gymnastics Routine

At Warrandyte Primary

“DRAGON

Karralyka Centre
Mines Road, Ringwood East

June 11, 12 & 13

THE Kingdom of Begonia is in peril. Peasants are disappearing, falling
victim to the much feared dragon which is under the evil spell of Sir
Basil, who has returned from exile. His brother, King Rupert, is more
interested in his garden than the running of the kingdom; and his haughty
queen is too fashion conscious to care.
However, Zardok, the mediaeval wizard, tells of a prophecy in which a
girl from another time comes to free the kingdom; and herself.
Annalisa arrives in Begonia and sets upon a journey, with two reluctant
peasant companions, to face unknown dangers.
Their adventures lead to friendship and self discovery; but s this enough
to conquer their adveraries? Is the evil they face

e Choir and Recorder groups

School we are proud of our

Warrandyte Primary School

Proudly Presents

Join us for a night of magic and mystery; a
night from the dark past, a night of.... DRAGONS!!
Supporting program will include:
« performances featuring children from Prep to Grade 4
e Warrandyte Primary School Bushband

w

GIRL

real, or in their minds—

commitment to the performing
arts. Each year a high quality

5 and 6 children, and items performed by all grade levels

RL o

school concert is held which comprises a musical, featuring Grade

SCHOOL 590RTS AWARDS
OUTSTAND!NG SCHOOL

VICTORIAN

1996

Celebrating
Education Week

Tuesday 27th May

A warm invitation is extended to all members of the
local community, pre-school through to grandparents.

Help us celebrate over 100 years of quality learning.

OPEN AFTERNOON 1.30-3.30pm
® Normal classrom programs
@ Children’s work on display
@ Afternoon Tea will be provided

OPEN EVENING 7-8.30pm
THe school will be open for you to wander around and
visit classrooms and attend a number of special activities.
® Computer Room
@ Warrandyte Bushband
@ 3/4 Recorder
@® Gymnastics Routine

School tours will be conducted throughout
the day (these will be held on the hour
starting at 10am) by Ken Wing Jan (Principal)
and Darryl Furze (Assistant Principal).

Please contact the school for further details.
Warrandyte Primary
Forbes Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3537

School
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Walks around
Warrandyte

POUND BEND &
TUNNEL WALK

Pound Bend Walk

Drive to the end of Everard Drive to find Pound Bend,
which is situated in a large, narrow-necked loop of the
Yarra River. In the early years the land was used as a pound
for cattle, hence its present name. With luck you may spot a
koala high in one of the smooth-barked manna gums. The
Eicm’c area attracts many birds, including colorful parrots,
oneyeaters, kookaburras and noisy miners.
A short walk from the picnic area will lead to the unique
Pound Bend Tunnel. This amazing venture was carried out
by David Mitchell, father of singer Dame Nellie Melba, in
1870. The tunnel, six metres wide and almost five metres
high was dug through 145 metres of solid rock at the neck
of the loop. A dam was built across the river and the water
was diverted through the tunnel, leaving exposed a five
kilometre stretch of river bed, which was dredged for gold.
While no remains of the dam can be seen today, the tunnel,
in which lives a colony of bats, looks as if it was carved
through only yesterday.
A walking track along the Yarra River, to the north of
Pound Reserve, crosses various gullies by wooden bridges
and ends at a large open area. The track continues to the
south-east past tﬁe plaque dedicated to the site of the first
youth hostel in Victoria, then joins the entry road to the
park office, and turning south continues to Pound Bend
ﬁuad, For alternative walk along the ridge top, return to the
tunnel site above the Pound Bend Reserve car park.

E] Yarra River Walk

Halfway along Everard Drive begins a wide track which
follows the river and is shared by walkers, joggers, cyclists
and horse riders. Dogs on leashes are welcome in this
reserve. A wooden bridge crosses Andersons Creek just
above where it joins the Yarra. (Andersons Creek was the
original name for Warrandyte). At Stiggants Reserve, site of
the monthly Warrandyte Community Market, there is a
children’s playground, a small amphitheatre, picnic tables,
electric barbecues, public toilets and two picnic shelters. A
small wetlands area has been created by Doncaster council
and the Friends of Warrandyte State Park. Each autumn, the
two-day Warrandyte Festival attracts thousands of visitors.
Above the path, adjacent to Warrandyte village itself, are
additional public toilets, the historic Gospel Chapel and the
old Warrandyte post office, faithfully restored and home to
the Warrandyte Historical Society’s museum.

.

This walk terminates at the Warrandyte bridge. Immedi-
ately downstream is the site of the old wooden bridge, built
in 1865 from yellow box timbers felled in the Stony Creek
area.

The old bridge was the focal point in Warrandyte for New
Year celebrations, when the locals would meet to sing Auld
Lang Syne to the accompaniment of bagpipes and fire-
works—and sometimes exploding gelignite!

The existing steel and concrete bridge was built in 1955. A
smaller picnic area, with barbecues provided, is located at
the public tennis courts, downstream from the bridge. A
third set of public toilets has been provided adjacent to the
bridge.

Fourth Hill Walk

Four kilometres long, this walk takes about one-and-a-half
hours. It starts from the carpark near the gold memorial
cairn at Andersons Creek in Gold Memorial Road. Ford the
creek, turn to the left and walk up the steep track. On your
left is a mine shaft surrounded by a wooden railing. This
whole area is covered with mullock heaps and other relics
of the gold mining days.
About 30 metres horizontally left across the hill, on a small
track, is a corrugated iron hut of a type common around
Warrandyte in years past. This hillside is covered in a sea of
white heath in the late winter months.
Continue past the hut, and another shaft, on the steep track
that climbs uphill. At a T-junction, turn right for 20 metres
to reach Johnston’s Mine.
Backtrack to the T-junction and continue around the hill

ast some mossy boulders to a vehicle track, running from
getton Crescent to the top of Fourth Hill. Turn right and
follow the track straight up onto the large, open area at the
top of Fourth Hill. NearbY is a grate covering an air shaft
down into the Fourth Hill Tunnel.
Walk straight ahead from point of entry to a walking track
which leads downhill and to the right. Continue in the same
direction, past the Y-intersection, towards the park gate.
Turn left at the gate along the vehicle track, following the
fenceline. This track undulates down into Whipstick Gully.
The shorter Bruce Bence Walk commences just behind the
Information Centre to the south-west, meanders through
old diggings and mullock heaps. This narrow track is only
620 metres long but quite steep. It ends on a vehicle track
overlooking the Victory Mine site, which had five levels
going up inside the hill. This mine is safe to explore up to 20
metres in, where a steel gate prevents further access for
safety reasons. A torch should be carried.

Backtrack to the Tunnel Street gate and continue on, veering
to the right, and follow it downhill to the Fourth Hill
Tunnel, which runs 100 metres into the hill.

This was the first large-scale mining operation in the area,
started by Patrick Geraghty, Warrandyte’s first innkeeper.
Geraghty did not strike the reef he was seeking, but two
other miners continuing his work in the 1880s were more
successful. This mine is safe to explore with a torch.
Emerging from the tunnel, turn right and follow the track
dOWI‘ﬁlil along Wild Cat Gully to Andersons Creek, where
the walk commenced.

Black Flat Walk

The entrance to Black Flat Reserve, Warrandyte State Park, is
situated partwa(?/ along Tills Drive, which leaves the
Ringwood Road close by the Stonehouse craft shop. There
are carparks and a picnic area at the reserve.
This is a fully-developed “nature walk”, the route is marked
b{' signs and arrows and will take about an hour to cover.
Black Flat is covered by open forest, dominated by euca-
lypts—mostly red box—and is one of the most scenically
attractive areas of Warrandyte. Each season brings its own
special surprises.
ne is constantly reminded of the part this area Played

during the goldmining era. In 190£Warrandyte s largest
mine—the Caledonian—commenced operations here. One
of the boilers that provided steampower for these extensive
workings can be seen on the left, not far from the entrance to
the reserve.
Also to be seen is a circular depression in the ground,
marking the remains of a puddling machine, powered by
horses walking in a circle and used to crush quartz from
which gold was extracted.
Remingers of the agricultural history of the area include a

rand old red box tree used as a fence post by the Mullens
amily, who homesteaded the area from the 1870s to 1914.
Evidence of some of the orchards Elanted by the Mullens
can also be observed, as well as a breacher dam wall.
Partway along the nature trail is a sign indicating the track
to Jumping Creek Reserve, not shown on the above map.
Spectacular views of the meandering river are a feature of
this longer walk. Wombats have burrowed into the soft soil
beside the narrow track, creating a maze of holes and
tunnels.
A grassy area by the river, near the start of the track, marks
the site of one of the old orchards. Close by is a pleasant
swimming spot and a delightful picnic area under the shade
of a huge manna gum.
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The horse dld 1t get married

Lisa Andrew rode Sh;ik, the other Ive in her life, when she married “Terry Ryan
at Sugarloaf dam on Saturday, March 1. The reception was held at the Abbey in
Diamond Creek.

Councillors
threatened

By FIA CLENDINNEN

Three of Nillumbik’s
councillors have been
threatened with personal
legal damages of up to $10
million dollars if the pro-
posed development in the
Main Street of Eltham
does not go ahead.

Solicitors acting for Dallas
Howgate, the developer of the
site, have written to Crs
Marshall, Graves and Jennings
warning them that a writ may be
lodged against each of them per-
sonally, as well as against
Nillumbik council.

“Council has received two
very strongly worded letters
from the developer's solicitors
threatening legal action,” Robert
Marshall, shire president and
councillor for Sugarloaf Ward,
told the Diary. The solicitors
claim that the councillors' deci-
sion to oppose the granting of
the plannin% permit is illegal.

However Cr Marshall said he
was not unduly worried. He ex-
plained that before deciding to
oppose the granting of the per-
mit, the council “sought exten-
sive legal advice. We canvassed
thoroughly whether the council
would be financially liable. Our
legal advice is that the council
is not liable, and as councillors
we are not personally liable”.

But Cr Marshall is angered by
what he describes as Dallas
Howgate’s “huffing and puffing”
tactics. “It's a black day for de-
mocracy when elected council-
lors are threatened with writs
from developers. My fear is that
councils wltﬁ less spine will feel
intimidated into voting for de-
velopments they might other-
wise oppose, “ Cr Marshall said.

Margaret Jennings, councillor
for Wattle Ward, is equally unde-
terred by the threatened legal

action. “My view is that it is my
duty to protect this site in
Eltham from such an inappropri-
ate development and I received
an overwhelming mandate to do
this,” she said. Cr Jennings is the
former secretary of EGAG
(Eltham Gateway Action Group).
Cr Jennings also claims that she
has advice that statements
made by Dallas Howgate con-
cerning herself and Crs Graves
and Marshall as quoted in the
Herald Sun (13/4/97) could be
libellous.

The proposed development, a
24 hour petrol station, Hungry
Jack’s and video store, at the site
of the former Eltham council of-
fices, has caused huge contro-
versy. First the offices were de-
molished without warning. Then
the site was sold to a developer,
conditional on a planning per-
mit.

The planning permit was later
approved by the commissioners
at a meeting arranged so that
the community representatives
on the planning special commit-
tee could not vote. The lack of
community consultation with
each of these steps has outraged
many residents.

EGAG were preparing to go to
the AAT (Administrative Ap-
peals Tribunal) to request that
the commissioner’s granting of
the permit be overturned when
the Minister for Plannmg. Rob
Maclellan, ‘called in' the appli-
cation. This mean the decision
now rest entirely with the min-
ister.

Minister Maclellan appointed
an independent advisory com-
mittee to consider the proposal.
The committee has approxi-
mately one month to prepare a
report and present it to the min-
ister. The minister will make his
decision some time after this.

Jenni Mitchell, EGAG presi-
dent, claims the development

will be the biggest of its kind in
Australia. “The average size of a
convenience centre like this is
200 sqare metres.

“The proposed development is
going to be 800 sqare metres of
retail shopping. It will contain a
bakery, an ice-cream parlour, a
chemist, a dry-cleaner, a newsa-
gent and other shops. Eltham
will have the largest and the first
of its kind in Australia.”

Cr Mitchell said that because
the development was so large,
local traders were concerned.
She said that a survey carried
out by EGAG indicated that 85
percent of Eltham shopkeepers
believed their business would
be directly affected by the devel-
opment. “The shopkeepers said
it would take people away from
the town centre, and they would
no longer have spontaneous
purchases.”

Jenni Mitchell explained that
profits from selling petrol are
down and this is forcing opera-
tors to make far-reaching
changes. A recent article in the
Financial Review stated, “Petrol
companies are looking to ex-
pand because margins are
down. They are under consider-
able pressure to broaden their
earning basis.” (Financial Re-
view 15/4/97.)

EGAG has spent around
$17,000 on their submission to
the independent advisory com-
mittee and to cover costs they
had “gone into fund-raising
mode”.

They will be holding an Open
Studio and Devonshire Tea. On
Sunday, May 11, from 10am to
5.30pm, Jenni Mitchell and
Mervyn Hannan will be opening
their studio at 19 Fordhams
Road, Eltham. Bargains will in-
clude recent paintings, silk
works, woodcraft and sculpture.
A $5 donation at the door will
include devonshire tea.

course
for sole

A pilot parent and family

enrichment course for sole
parent families is opening in
Warrandyte, organised by the
Parent Resource and Support
Program.

This program has been
operating in the City of
Manningham for the last 12
months from both Warran-
dyte and Manningham Youth
Services. It offers support for
families with older primary
and secondary aged children.
This takes the form of
individual counselling for
families, seminars, forums
and courses related to
parenting issues.

“Sole parents often face
difficulties with childcare
when attempting to attend
night-time courses,” program
co-ordinator Kaye Ward told
the Diary. “Because of this we
are piloting a six weeks
innovative course on Wednes-
day evenings, beginning May
14, between 5 and 7pm.

“The program offers
concurrent supervision for
children and young people
with the possibility of a
simple shared meal to
complete the evening.
Depending on numbers of
children involved, there is
also the possibility of
conducting a program
appropriate to them with
some connecting theme to the

ents’ course.

“Another exciting aspect of
this program is the co-
operative work of a number
of agencies who all perceive
support to sole parents as a
service gap in our commu-
nity.”

The course is being con-
ducted by the Parent Support
Program in partnership with
the Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House. The childrens’
and youth activities and meal
preparation are being offered
by Warrandyte Youth
Services. The program is
supported by the Warrandyte
Sole Parents Association.

Both the course and the
children’s program will be
conducted in the Warrandyte
Community Centre. For
further inquiries and registra-
tion forms, please contact
either the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House on
9844 1839 or the Parent
Support Program on 9844
4401.

Two interactive workshops
for blended families will also
be conducted through the
Parent Support Program in
partnership with the Step
Family Association. These are
being repeated, by popular
demand, as a follow-on to the
program conducted at
Warrandyte High School last
year.

They are on Wednesdays,
May 28 and June 4 at 7.30pm
at Wonga Park Primary
School. Enrolments are
through the Wonga Park
school on 9722 1325.
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COMPUTER SOFTWARE
CD-ROMS fom 59.95

We are specialist Newsagents

—Ask about any newspaper or magazine

we will order in, save, or home deliver the
newspaper or magazine of your choice!

JOIN OUR TATTS HOUSE SYNDICATE

MONDAY to SATURDAY 6am to 7pm
SUNDAY 6.30am to 1pm J

344

A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR. (ENG)

TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN
® Pruning & Tree Removals @ Tree Surgery
@ Stump Removal
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL INSURANCE, FREE QUOTES

9844 1161 — 0412 101 759

® Muiching Services

Warrandyte Painters
and ‘Decorators

| FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE |

TONY GRAF

Ph: 9844 2522

bradley curtis
| ELECTRICIAN |

A Domestic

A Commercial

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile (018) 033 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

(90/112 b yrne

CIVIL MARRIAGE
CELEBRANT

* Renewal of vows

* Name Givings
. PL ISt ”5‘1:?‘,\( u; \RHV'
for that special da
0844 2155
Mobile 01

COPY CLOSES ON THE
_ LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

“You could do a streak round
the footy oval, Ock.
You're dressed for it!"

ZEN DO KAI

Martial Arts

The Ultimate in Sport
and Self Defence

Women

Classes for Men & Childrer

Separate classes for juniors & seniors

Now at Warrandyte
Mechanics Hall

For details ¢
contact Mike on
0419 327672 B.H

or 9876 3664 A.H

winformation

| WARRANDYTE!
 UPHOLSTERY i

; Winner of
Top Upholstery
Award

Francis J Briffa
11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte

gf ‘

‘-——————

TREES LOPPED,
FELLED & REMOVED

stumps cut out
mulch available

free quotes
good work done
reasonable rates

Phone Jim — 9712 0250

(NORTH WARRANDYTE)
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NURSERY NOW FULLY STOCKED

Come and browse around...

2 RON C. DAY
9844 3329—9844 1568

PICK UP & DELIVERY
Son. Swoe 7 DAYS A WEEK

TO WARRANDYTE =

T
J

MAHONEYS

COURT

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE
“FORALL YOURBUILDING & GARDENING SUPPLIES’

The Claypot
Gallery

Proprietor: Jan Voller

Featuring locally handcrafted pottery reflecting
the unique character of Warrandyte.

Handcrafted Jewellery, Leatherwork, Ceramics, Figurines,
Australian animals, Paintings of Outback Australia,
Wide range of Australian dried flowers.

OPEN EVERY DAY 12-5 SATURDAY 105
Phone: (BH) 9844 3349 (AH) 9844 3037
272 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE (Next to P.O.)

BEARS BOBCAT HIRE

* BOBCAT * ROCK BREAKER
* TIPPER HIRE
*MINI EXCAVATOR

Call Tony Humphreys 9712 0305
or (018) 170 206

GEOFF FELTHAM

WALL & FLOOR TILER

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 018 386 520

WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL

presents its 9th annual

ART & CRAFT
EXHIBITION

OPENS FRIDAY 20TH JUNE AT 8PM

to be opened by
Sydd Tunn & Ona Henderson

Many well known painters,
potters and crafts people.

All welcome... don’t miss out...
Ideal opportunity to purchase an excellent
work of art that you will treasure.

Also open Saturday 10am to 6pm
Again Sunday 10am to 4pm

We look forward to seeing you there.
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LOOKED at the swallows
and turned green. They
had been returning to build
their nest in our carport
rafters over the past four
years and each time they either
added a few millimetres to the
top of the mud nest or else they
started from scratch and built
one exactly the same as the last.

Obviously it was not a design
fault if the nest could be de-
stroyed by a tall radio aerial or
a feverish spring-cleaning
broom.

No need for smarter designs,
larger rooms or wind-swept bal-
conies. The swallows are con-
tent to stay with the tried and
true, even if the plan is not
currawong-proof or human re-
sistant. To them, a nest is a nest
is a nest.

Not so with us humans.

True, we do meet the normal
needs, as does the swallow, of
shelter and security within
which to rear the young. After
that, however, the budget's the
limit and this is where we differ
somewhat from our feathered
friends.

They toil to find the nest ma-
terial in their local area. We, on

| the other hand, mine the rest of

the world to find bluer feathers

| and shinier pebble with which

to line our nests.
The fascinating thing is that we

| have such different views about

what constitutes a satsifying
nest.
We have some friends who

-
S
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“They see their
_house as a |
 piece of jewel-
lery or a new
 season’s set of

- clothing...” '

|
3
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could not countenance living in
a Warrandyte nest. The thought
of all that space around the
dwelling is anathema. What they
want instead is clutter and jos-
tling bodies. A party wall is to
them what a leaf-littering euca-
lypt in the middle of the deck is
to us.

They find it quaint that we like
rutted dirt tracks and the excite-
ment of instant annihilation by
bushfires. We, on the other
hand, find abhorrent their pen-
chant for lead-filled air and

//
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teeth-chattering vibrations
every time a train passes by.

Again we have another set of
friends who change houses and
decorator items like kitchens,
bedrooms and all furniture as
quickly as the currawong com-
mits murder at our swallows’
nest. They see their house as a
piece of jewellery or a new sea-
son's set of clothing. Once the
fashion changes and the new
catalogues come out they
change house. All the furniture
goes through the Trading Post
and another estate agent and
the government rub their hands
with glee.

So what is it that makes us so
different? Obviously filthy lucre
plays a large part, but given
equal amounts of dosh, why do
we decide on different things to
live in?

| suppose the comfort zone
accounts for a lot. Some of us
feel totally at home in a high
tech, glass and chrome environ-
ment; the type of place you ring
before visiting to check the col-
our scheme, lest you clash too
much with the sofa.

Architects seem to love this
type of nest. Something happens
when they go to the nest design-
ing school. They all learn to
write in the same way, draw
trees and people like snowflakes
and to delight in linking zones
and keeping lines clean. Houses,
it seems, need integrity rather
than useful living rooms and
windows that open. Herself and

I were the bane of our architect’s
life as we insisted on having
some windows that opened.
Spoilt the line, you see.

For others, the comfort zone
is quite different. Another friend
has become quite taken with an
outside bathroom and one, four
feet wide, freestanding ward-
robe for the entire family of four.
She’s finding her house far too
modern and unappealing, and
for her next house wants an out-
side kitchen. If she keeps going,
she will have all her facilities in
the garden.

Herself and I, on the other
hand, are failures. We're not
muddies, we're not high tech,
we couldn’t tolerate the icy
gusts going to the kitchen for an
alfalfa fix and we're not ideologi-
cally unsound enough to want
an electric everything-that-
opens-and-closes house.

We certainly admire those
with the passion and the power
to tackle projects. Projects like
renovating decrepit factories or
ramshackle, decommissioned
churches. We fall prostrate be-
fore those who tackle renova-
tor’s delights or those who are
prepared to live in utter chaos
for years whilst the wonderful
little plasterer finishes the ceil-
ing roses in the bedrooms.

My head hurts when | consider
building or shifting hourses.
Herself loves and is good at it.
But me? It must be my swallow

ancestry.
ROGER KIBBELL

Want it typed?

Want it quick?

Want it local?
Want a good price?

Call Rainbow
Secretarial Service on

9844 2139

LUNCH:

BALTI FOOD

Every Wednesday
Night

\ &

INDIAN RESTAURANT ¢« BYO AND TAKEAWAY

SHOP 9, 9 DUDLEY STREET, ELTHAM. PHONE 9431 3550
Tues to Fri Noon-2.30pm. DINNER: Tues to Sun from 5pm

DUM PUKHT “4
F
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DIARY ADVERTISING RIKS!




An adventurous walk
to a wonderful world

CROSS the river, in
deep shadow, the cliff
rose steeply to meet
the sky. Perched ob-
trusively near the top
of the cliff was a house of some-
what unconventional propor-
tions. | envied the panoramic
view from its curvaceous bal-
cony, but resented the intrusion
of such a building on the land-
scape. It was the only visible
sign of human intervention on
the whole burgan-clad hillside.

Casting my eyes downwards, |
focused instead on a shoal of
sparkling sun diamonds scud-
ding across the water—a
mesmerisingly beautiful spec-
tre. | was sitting at the river’s
edge on a rather dusty, sandy
beach, conveniently situated
about halfway along the walking
track between Mount Lofty and
Wittons Reserve.

I had begun the five kilometre
or so walk at a large unsealed car
park at the end of Lower Home-
stead Road in Wonga Park, an
area which is used mostly by
canoeists and fishermen. For the
first few hundred metres the
track traversed flood plain
which, without prolonged rain-
fall during March and April, was
dry as the proverbial bone.

When the river took its first
sharp turn to the right, the track
followed. Abruptly the vista
changed as the rock-studded
river and | began our journey
through the Warrandyte Gorge.
For the river, the journey had
started several hundred million
years ago during the uplifting of
the hills which became part of
the Great Dividing Range. The

NATURE

By PAT COUPAR
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR

local geological legacy of this
upheaval is the tightly folded
syncline and anticline of the
Warrandyte Gorge, through
which the Yarra River has
carved a course of deeply in-
cised meanders.

This walk has always been one
of my favourites, but particu-
larly so during the mellow
months of autumn when the
river is generally at its lowest
and the water at its clearest.
While the dry wildflower-rich
forests come alive in spring, au-
tumn is the season for the
riverbank reeds and their rela-
tives. Three species dominate,
in height at least: one bright
green and leafy; another,
straight, narrow and cylindrical;
the third, and most common,
bamboo-like and topped with a
fluffy flowerhead. Respectively
they are called stream club-
sedge, river club-sedge and
common reed.

The river's edge is also a
mecca for a group of plants
known as knotweeds—a name
which is, for the most part, pho-
netically correct, as six of the
seven species found in the
greater Melbourne region are
‘not weeds’, but native plants.
Along the way I counted all six
indigenous species and didn't
see an introduced weed. Espe-
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cially attractive is the spotted
knotweed, a straggling herb with
arrowhead-shaped leaves and
slender clusters of pale pink
flowers.

I had lingered at the beach
long enough. The muted sun
dipped behind the hill with the
house and it grew suddenly cold
and a little damp. The dank,
musty smell of the river perme-
ated the air. | gave an involun-
tary shiver. Winter was on its
way.

I had seen no-one all after-
noon, not even a canoeist. This
place is not remote—it is only
10 minutes’ drive from a number
of well-populated suburbs and
less than 30 kilometres from the
centre of Melbourne. Yet the

feeling of remoteness is real.
With the expected imminent in-
clusion of Mount Lofty into War-
randyte State Park, and the ac-
companying injection of funds
for its upgrading, it would be a
great shame if this impression
was to change.

At the present time the walk-
ing track, a little overgrown in
places, is not signposted, nei-
ther is the imposing Warrandyte
Gorge advertised.

Most of us have a desire to dis-
cover, and in varying degrees, a
sense of adventure. It is this
spirit which keeps us going and
gives us hope for the future.
Even a simple walk can be a voy-
age of discovery and enrich-
ment. Long may it remain.

Why don't they teach clear
English in teachers’ college?

OST of us cope with
the continual trickle
of new-fangled ex-
pressions like ‘elas-
ticated’ or ‘on the
back of' which creep into junk
mail or news broadcasts. Most
of us even invent a few our-
selves. But in an age when com-
munication rules, the spate of
incomprehensible jargon from
supposedly professional
sources is getting to be a worry.

A council information leaflet,
which was being handed out at
the festival, for example, teemed
with priceless waffle about ‘liv-
ing documents’, ‘stretch goals’,
‘global communities’, ‘system
conditions’, ‘websites’ and
‘easy-to-access statements’ as
well as a few old favourites such
as ‘workshops’, ‘issues’ and
‘strategies’. 'm sure they meant
well, but simple English would
have been far more effective
(and used half the quantity of
paper).

It wasn’t an isolated occur-
rence. In a recent brochure from
another council, the word ‘trans-
ponder’, secreted in a lengthy
and otherwise uninteresting
paragraph, triggered the old in-
dex finger into action on the
phone buttons. At the receiving
end, an overworked council
employee seemed rather upset
at receiving “zillions of phone

By MARILYN MOORE

calls from fools who couldn’t
read what was clearly explained
in the brochure” (not the exact
words, but there was no doubt
about the meaning). Well, along
with nearly half of Warrandyte,
I've read and re-read that bro-
chure. | hope her phone's still
ringing.

Jargon sometimes emanates
from the most literate quarters.
Take a sleepy Sunday morning
just before Christmas for in-
stance.

The old wedge-tailed eagle
soaring high on his midday ther-
mal would have peered down at
us on the deck, breakfasting hap-
pily on fragrant Earl Grey tea
with steaming croissants smoth-
ered in Nana's scrumptious
grapefruit marmalade. Some-
body picked up a dishevelled
copy of the previous Friday's
Age when lo! out fell a couple of
school reports, no doubt put

( GARDEN )
MAKEOVERS

GARDEN CARE

We can rejuvenate your
tired garden.

Phone Joan (evenings)
| 9844 3213
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FASHION FOR
TALL WOMEN

LONG TALL

Australia
MADE IN AUSTRALIA

For women up to 6'4"
(192cm). Sizes 12 to 20

PHONE SUE
9844 2802 (AH)
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aside until we were feeling de-
cidedly less Friday-ish.

They turned out to be almost
unreadable. What purpose can
the DSE possibly have in mak-
ing teachers spend so much
time on something so patently
incomprehensible?

“Your child has established
the ability to interact for specific
purposes with people in the
classroom and school commu-
nity using a small range of text
types.” So she dabbles in a spot
of cross-age tutoring. Put even
more simply, she reads and
writes stories with her buddy. At
least I think that's what they're
trying to tell me.

“Your child has established
the ability to consistently make
informed attempts at spelling.”
I'm still making uninformed at-
tempts to establish a meaning-
ful inference from this.

“Your child has established
the ability to integrate a variety
of strategies for interpreting
texts.” The difficulty in interpret-
ing this particular text obviously
stems from my inability to prop-
erly integrate interpretative
strategies. Can they possibly be
suggesting that my child fre-
quently requests explanation?
Hardly surprising, if this is any-
thing to go by.

“Your child is consolidating
her ability to understand the

properties of figures and ob- |

jects.” Well, consolidating is
probably too strong a term for
the state of my ability to pen-
etrate the amphibolousness of
such figurative objectivity.
“Your child has established

the ability to control most dis- |

tinguishing linguistic structures
and features of basic text type.”
Sorry, but my ability to control
even the most basic language is
rapidly fading. Something re-
grettable might come out if |
read any more

Yet stringing together page af-
ter page of easily-understood
words in such a way as to render
them almost entirely devoid of
meaning must be incredibly dif-
ficult. Wherever did they find
such a genius? | wonder if obfus-
cation was specified in the job
description or whether it simply
evolved after months of
workshopping easy-to-access
system conditions.

I do hope that none of this
DSE-generated codswallop is fil-
tering through to our kids. Im-
agine the consternation of the
Warrandytians-of-the-future if

they were subjected to council |

pamphlets put together by a
generation of communicators
actually trained in bam-
boozlement!

I think I'll stick to reading the
Diary.

TRUEWOOD CONSTRUCTIONS

IF YOU NEED A BUILDER:
B for renovations and extensions
M to tender on architectural projects
B for steep or difficult sites (incl. Pole homes)
M for design and environmental homes

CALL PAUL JENKINS ON
9844 1281 or 0418 387 119

WE ALSO RUN AN ALL-TRADE MAINTENANCE SERVICE.

GLASS
LEADCRAFT
STUDIO

Leadlighting — new
and repairs — all types
of glass, glazing
and mirrors

ALSO REPAIRS
Phone Denis
9844 1496

Mobile: (015) 321 109

WARRANDYTE
GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
LAWNMOWING &

LANDSCAPING
SERVICE

Phone
9844 4576

HARCOURT
RAILWAY STATION

Paintings by

and fine découpage by
EDDA SILCKERODT

Opening lpm
Sunday 25th May, 1997
Exhibition continuing

Station Street, Harcourt
(off Midland Highway)
Phone / Fax 03 5474 2502

INFORMATION DAY/NIGHT

at Warrandyte High School

MONDAY 26 MAY—1pm to 7.30pm

See the school that offers
 varied sporting activities
* instrumental music

Phone: 9844 2749

* high academic standards
 personalised attention
e excellent technology resource:

For further information contact the Principal, Mr M.J. Biake

Email: whs@gio.whs.schnet.edu.au
Homepage: http/Awww.whs.schnet.edu.au

Fax: 9844 1813

9 Alan Place
Warrandyte, 3113
Phone 9844 4755
Fax 9844 4758

24 Hours

Mobile 0411 104 755

Carray Business Services

= Secretarial Service

= Book Keeping

= Laser Printing

= Fax Service

= Word Processing

= Submussions

= Editing / Proof Reading

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK |
PAVING |
Etc. |

Phone: |
Bud Stringer |
9844 2448 or ;

Max Stringer |

9722 1236 |

SHIATSU
THERAPY

Treatment for
menstrual disorders
headaches
backache
digestive problems
muscular aches
and pains etc

Available Wednesda)

and Saturday
Marita McGuirk dip. shiatsu

9876 4584

* General Treatment
¢ Orthotic Devices
¢ D.VA. Card Holders

PODIA

VICTORIA ARTHUR 8.pod MA Pod. A

T

e Sports Podiatry
e Children
* Nail Surgery

WARRANDYTE PODIATRY
2 TREZISE ST, WARRANDYTE

TEL: 9844 2295

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

« Taxation Retum Preparation
« Electronic Lodgement Service
* Accounting & Business Consultants
SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

Certified Practising Accountants
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Peter O'Shaughnessy in Ireland.

T GERARD'S Catholic
\ Church, Warrandyte,

was filled to overflowing
[\/ ) with hundreds of mourn-
~—~ ers, gathered to farewell
Peter O'Shaughnessy, who died
on Friday, April 11 after a long
battle with cancer. The person
these people came to honour
was a quiet, unassuming, very
low profile man, and yet he
touched so many lives with his
honesty and sincerity.

The many cards and letters re-
ceived since his death confirm
how much his way of conduct-
ing business and involvement in
the community has been appre-
ciated. His family is over-
whelmed by the reaction of so
many people.

Peter was only 23 when he
went into partnership with Jim
Smith (20 years his senior),
opening the office of Smith &
Shaughnessy Real Estate in
Doncaster. It was one of the first
estate agencies in Doncaster, the
area being still mainly rural with
farms and orchards.

Peter’s easy style appealed to
the local orchardists, and a great
many entrusted Peter to look
after the selling of their proper-
ties. He was at the right place at
the right time and was very good
at what he did. The fact that so
many of his clients became his
friends—and were present at his
funeral—is a testiment to his
character.

To quote from one of the let-
ters received: “Thirty years ago
| walked into Peter’s office as a
stranger. | came away with a feel-
ing of trust, and that trust has
stood the test of time ever
since.”

Peter O'Shaughnessy was
born on March 22, 1939, the sec-

A compassionate man

ond child in a family of five. He
grew up in Caulfield, then
Balwyn, was educated at
Marcellin and Xavier, and
would be the first to admit he
was not an academic. How-
ever, he was the entre-
peneurial one of the family and
at the age of 23, co-founded the
real estate firm of Smith &
O’Shaughnessy in Doncaster.

He rapidly developed a regu-
lar number of loyal clients who
respected his characteristics
of honesty, integrity and reli-
ability. These characteristics
were equally recognised by his
fellow agents.

Peter met his lifelong part-
ner, Rae, when he was 20 and
they were married in 1965. He
was the proud father of three
fine sons. He was active in the
local parish, both on commit-
tees and as a tireless practical
worker.

Peter's major passion was
the land, and he managed his
Wonga Park agistment prop-
erty with great energy. His ex-
tensive tree-planting at the
Hooper Road property will be
a living legacy of this passion.
Peter once said to Rae, “The
paddocks keep me sane”.

We remember a man of
warmth, humour, generosity
and compassion, all based on
a deep faith. His memory will
remain as an inspiration to us
all.

Peter's wish to remain at
home was fulfilled through the
incredible support and help
received by the family through
the local Catholic community;,
relatives and friends, and the
specialised nursing expertise
of the Mid Eastern Palliative
Care Association.

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

needs new members and welcomes fresh ideas. Here’s your
chance to contribute to the organisation of your festival. Come
to the Warrandyte Community Centre at 8pm on 21st May for

the Annual General Meeting.

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION
SALES AND SERVICE

Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes,
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed.

SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS

Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 018 175 274

27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 3113

r------_---------------_---

25th birthday

By JULIE MURRAY

Twenty-five years ago eight
women had the courage and
foresight to establish what has
now become one of Warran-
dyte’s well known landmarks—
Stonehouse Pottery.

Today only two of the original
members are left. Penny Cearns
and Dulce Herd have seen many
changes over those 25 years. “It
was our passion for clay that
brought us together. It's also the
reason for our success today,”
Penny told Diary.

In the early days they used to
position themselves on the front
verandah at their wheels, throw-
ing pots and explaining to their
visitors what they were doing.

That format has changed over
the years, as has pottery itself,
with the introduction of a wider
variety of clays and colours.
Also changed is the member-
ship. The co-operative is now
run by 17 women, both mem-
bers and associates. The group
works well and has a range of
talents to share.

“Part of our strength is our

new members,” Penny said.
“Each one brings new skills and
new energies. It changes the dy-
namics of the group and gives
us another fresh perspective.”

Stonehouse does not employ
staff—it thrives because of the
dedication of its members. “It
works because we speak our
minds, we respect each other's
point of view, and the ultimate
decision is always what is best
for Stonehouse.”

Dulce is the oldest member
and the mother of the group.
“It's been like an extended fam-
ily—a wonderful support group
over the years,” she said. “Cus-
tomers have become friends. We
even have some who travel from
Western Australia and Canberra
each year.”

To celebrate their quarter cen-
tury of promoting quality Aus-
tralian pottery and craft, the
Stonehouse members have in-
vited Lorraine Elliot, Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Premier for
the Arts to officially open their
Silver Anniversary Members'
Exhibition on Friday, May 30.

PROPERTIES URGENTLY
REQUIRED...

Recent record sales
have left us desperately short

! PLUMBER AND GASFITTER ! of quality listings...
CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS |
| Electric Sewer Cleaner Available — 10 David Rd, WARRANDYTE |

l JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE (018) 332 777 J

Contact us NOW
for an immediate appraisal

of YOUR PROPERTY...

Buyers waiting!

Peter’s Selection for May

* %% %% Renmano Chairmans Selection 1996 Chardonnay |

(White Wine of the MONtD)...........cocrivevecreriirins $13.95 (8150 per doz)
**x%x* Tim Gramp Grenache Shiraz 1995
(Red Wine of the MONID) voouissororssisionossessivrsenses $13.95 (8150 per doz) |
%% %% Heritage Chardonnay 1996 ..........cccccceeecermivens $11.95 (8130 per doz) |
*x%x* Rowan Chardonnay 1996..........cccccccuvieivninnne $10.95 (8120 per doz) |
* k%% Renmano Chairmans Selection Shiraz 1994 ..... $9.95 (8110 per doz)
kkdk Balkeys SIHCAZ VDK . cocaiesisinscsivivniniiraginsiidavighins $17.00 ($180 per doz)
@ EXPERT Advice TRADING HOURS: .
@ FREE Glass Hire with all Party Orders Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm 163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113
® ICE Available Fridat Yam-9pm 9844 15 1 1
@ CORPORATE ialists Saturday 9am-6pm 3 "
@ OVER 1000 difterent variefies of wines Sunday 10am-5pm GLENN MARTIN JOHN SPENCER

9844 3535 9844 2593

152 Yorra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3282 e EFTPOS focnlmes

G e e 2




‘A TASTELESS OUTBREA

By DON CHARLWOOD

T HAS long engulfed us in

Templestowe; it is steadily mov-

ing your way, Warrandyte. | refer

to ostentatia. I doubt that it's a

word defined in any dictionary
yet, though there is need of it. A defini-
tion? In the sense I am using it, perhaps:
“a tasteless outbreak of pseudo manor
houses” or “a scourge of mansions”. But
to begin at the beginning...

When our hardware closed down in
Templestowe several months back, it
struck me that it closed largely because
our do-it-yourself generation is on its
way out. Most of us are in our 70s or
80s and we are not being replaced. Not
in this area anyway. The new genera-
tions, those who pay two or three hun-
dred thousand dollars for land before
they start to build, are not likely to shop
for paint or nails. But then I have to
admit that the forerunners of these peo-
ple, those who first saw the orchards
of the Yarra Valley as a desirable resi-
dential area were undeniably our do-it-
yourself generation.

Forty-five years ago, along with other
ex-servicemen wearying of rented
rooms in suburbia, I discovered this
rural haven less than an hour from the
city. Countryside where hillsides of
peach, pear and nectarine grew in or-
dered rows, tended by people whose
families had been tending them for
three or four generations, many of them
old German families famed for their
fruit. Set among the trees were numer-
ous dams for summer watering, mirror-
like in the sun.

Winter for these families was a time
of ploughing and pruning; spring

brought the pink and white foam of
blossom; summer day-long fruit-picking
and nocturnal pumping from the
dams—a gentle, pulsating sound. Grad-
ing and packing went on half the night,
men and women working together.
Hours before dawn the men drove high-
sided trucks to Victoria Market, brown-
faced, laconic men whose incomes
were by no means commensurate with
their arduous labours.

To our surprise we heard that some
of these people were selling off a few
acres of their orchards. Though this
seemed like subdividing the Garden of
Eden while God’s back was turned, we
bought eagerly. For 450 pounds from
my RAAF deferred pay | bought just
under an acre, on it a hundred lemon
trees. We heard then that a green belt
was to be declared to limit subdivision.
We exulted; we had bought just in time!
We would have rural surroundings for
the rest of our lives!

My father-in-law told us that if we
drew up plans he would build us a
house. As my wife and | had mentally
built our ideal home for several years
past, it took us only one night to get it
onto paper. We took it to a draughts-
man. Before long the council approved
it. We went then to an importer of
Austins and bought two car cases. From
these my father-in-law fashioned the
shack and there he went to live in his
74th year, bringing with him a saw
bench he had designed.

In those first days my wife came to
the shack in our Renault beetle to tran-
scribe her father’s orders for framing
timbers. As soon as a power outlet was
provided she joined in operating the
saw while our two young children

played among the lemon trees. As for
me, I cycled from Canterbury at week-
ends and began digging a 180 metre
trench to the nearest water main. As the
weeks passed and I graduated to dig-
ging stump holes, | began thinking there
must surely have been some easier way
of gaining a war service home.

In June 1953, on our ninth wedding
anniversary, we moved in. By now the
power saw was in the lounge. At the end
of each day my wife swept the sawdust
into heaps while I rolled home from the
city in an unpredictable bus that rolled
on to Warrandyte. Our children had
started at the one-roomed brick school,
attended till now by generations of
orchardists’ families.

We all soon learnt to speak no ill of
locals; their web of relationships was
beyond unravelling. They were kindly
people who didn’t much bother to lock
doors, they were always ready to stop
for a yarn and to help a neighbour; they
provided bountiful piles of fruit and
vegetables for church harvest festivals.

We danced and held fetes in the 1922
Memorial Hall, but our main community
centre was the rambling post office, its
floor worn, its wooden counter long, its
verandah high. It seemed to carry eve-
rything though it took a long time for
some items to be found. While we
waited and gossiped, we breathed
scents of chaff and pollard from the old
hay and corn section next door. Across
the road was the blacksmith where chil-
dren paid homage to Jack Mullens, resi-
dent saint of the forge. His anvil rang,
horses stamped and whinnied. Though
few orchardists used horses any more,
Jack drew clientele from outlying pony
clubs.

A generation of younger do-it-yourself
people began moving in rather better-
heeled than we were, and better in-
formed. They employed architects, fur-
thermore their architects were well
versed in the edicts of Robin Boyd.
Their houses were long and low and
blended with the countryside. This new
group favoured native trees. We got rid
of our exotics.

Most of the orchards were still being
worked. | confess we were guilty of feel-
ing that the orchardists’ seasonal round
was a pageant put on for our delecta-
tion. We joined the newcomers in rais-
ing money for a kindergarten and a
guide hall. The orchardists were faintly
amused; in their lives there had been
neither time nor money for such
fripperies; children had been a source
of labour. They now dubbed us good-
humouredly ‘city slickers’.

Before the 60s began, we gained a
hardware, a milkbar, a pharmacy—but
we lost the post office store. We stood
on the bulldozed site lamenting, “Signs
of regress!” Adjustments were being
made to the green belt concept—it was
shrinking rapidly before onslaughts of
goths and vandals called developers.
We city slickers began discussing what
we wanted for the Templestowe of the
future. Green corridors—we reck-
oned—contoured roads, acre blocks,
houses in harmony with the country-
side.

It was too late. By the time our fourth
child was at the old school, relentless
development had begun. Now miles of
orchards were being bulldozed, their
owners declaring, “We can'’t afford not
to sell'” Who could blame them? They
were gaining more than they or their

GRINGYAWAYE

Trust Rae and Sue to
look after your place
till you get back.

Contact ‘The Good Faeries’ Rae
and Sue to care for your pets
and gardens and clear your mail.

YEAR ROUND SERVICE

9844 3819-9844 4129

500 BUSINESS CARDS for $75
AND RECEIVE 500 MORE for just $25!

Quality Printing
at the right price...
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VIDEO

HIRE ONE

LATEST RELEASE
GET ONE FREE
WEEKLY MOVIE

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113

PHONE 9844 0544

9844 2845

ANDERSON’S CREEK

PLUMBING

® General Plumbing

Cleaner available
@ Sewer Connections
Call Peter Bool on

or 018 172 927

fathers or grandfathers had dreamed of
Their cherished trees were now in
heaps for burning, developers rejoiced
among the funeral pyres. The old dams
were filled in.

What now? The outriders of a new
generation arrived in Mercedes and
Range Rovers. These were the super-
slickers. They did not build homes, they
built mansions. Our generation laughed
at their first grotesqueries, then we
cried, for all the orchards were being
swept away and the Walt Disney school
of architecture was taking over our hill-
sides. Bizarre confections arose, sport-
ing classical Greek columns, multi-ga-
bles of Tuscan tile, Tudor half-timber-
ing, imperial eagles. They overflowed
their boundaries like dowagers’ bos-
oms. Many were fronted by Bucking-
ham Palace gates—electronically oper-
ated. As if this were not enough, they
were patrolled by pairs of german shep-
herds, dobermans, rotweilers. The once
quiet hills resounded to burglar alarms
and the baying of guard dogs. Gone
were unlocked doors, gone the easy-
going meetings with orchardists, gone
their beautiful fruit.

The super-slickers had no need for
the old school. Its numbers fell. After
120 years of use it was closed. Aged
orchardists and the middle-aged chil-
dren of the early city slickers attended
its obsequies. We who had sought es-
cape from suburbia had brought on
ourselves ostentatia. We had witnessed
loss of a way of life.

Ah, Warrandtians, don’t delude your-
selves into thinking it can’t happen to
you. Ostentatia is already at your west-
ern boundaries where not long ago you
had bush. Its very nature is to expand.

WARRANDYTE
xx GLASS xx

All types of glass,
glazing, mirrors
and repairs.

Terry Ryan
9844 4167
or

Mobile: 018 369 294
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Visit this play

The next presentation by War-
randyte Theatre Company will
be Visiting Hoyr by Richard
Harris. A series of six inter-
locked short plays set in an Eng-
lish hospital, Visiting Hour fea-
tures a husband hospitalised
following a car accident, a poign-
ant monologue by a middle-aged
daughter, a growing friendship
between a white woman and a
black woman during their hos-
pital stay, the filming by a TV
crew of the world’s first quad-
ruple transplant, a lonely old
man living in memories of his
boyhood and marriage and a
timid spinster awaiting a hyster-
ectomy. Directed by Ken Virtue
Visiting Hour will run at the Me-
chanics Institute Hall, on June 5,
6, 7, 12, 13 and 14. Bookings
through Laurie Shaw on 9844
1376

Festival
The Warrandyte Festival Com-
mittee is seeking new members

and fresh ideas. Are vou able to
help? committee’s annual
general meeting will be held at
the Warrandyte Community
Cent at 8pm on Wednesday
May 21

Open

There will be an opportunity to
see Warrandyte High School at
work on Monday, May 26. The
school will be open from 1 to
7.30pm, with a short information
evening at the conclusion of the
school day. For further informa-
tion call the school on 9844 2749

Thanks

Warrandyte Historical Society
would like to thank all the vol-

Conducted by JUDY GREEN

Drop your news in the letterbox in
the front door of our office at the
Community Centre, fax it to 9844
4168, or post it to PO Box 209,
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday
in the month

T T S TR ST

unteers who helped with their
exhibition during the festival.
Special thanks to Warrandyte
Hardware for the use of their
truck, Malcolm, Deb and Angela
for the Punch and Judy float, the
Dawson family and the Warran-
dyte Market Committee. The
society is desperately seeking
volunteers to help keep their
museum open at weekends. If
you can spare three hours once
every eight weeks, please con-
tact Gina Bevan-Jones on 9844

3662

Exhibition

Warrandyte High School’s ninth
annual art and craft exhibition
will open on Friday, June 20 at
S8pm. The opening will be con-
ducted by Sydd Tunn and Ona
Henderson and the exhibition
will remain open on Saturday,
June 21 from 10am to 6pm and
on Sunday, June 22 from 10am
to 4pm

Musicals

Excerpts from a number of mu-
sicals will be performed by the

PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGER
A personal and friendly reading
Character Analysis
Specific help and insight on all problems
To understand more about
your future ring:

Barbara 9844 3772

License No. 32026

HARVEY

For all your travel arrangements

* Travel Accessories * Luggage
* Lonely Planet Books

2 Webb Street, Warrandyte

phone: 9844 2477
facsimile: 9844 2511

HOURS: |
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm |
Saturday 10am-2pm ‘

Die Pratersterne professional
group from the Austrian Culture
Club at the Grand Hotel, Warran-
dyte, on Friday, May 16. The
night will be a fundraiser for
Warrandyte High School’s music
support group. Cost is $13, in-
cluding supper. Tickets from the
hotel or the high school. Phone
9844 3202 for bookings. The ho-
tel's June fundraiser for Inter-
change Northern will be a Trib-
ute to Elvis on Friday, June 13.

Retrospective

Manningham Artspace, at the
rear of the municipal office, 699
Doncaster Road, Doncaster, will
be the setting for a Neophytes
Retrospective from May 10 to 30.
The exhibition celebrates the
100th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Greek Orthodox
community of Melbourne. It will
include photography, collage,
sculpture and paintings. From
June 3 to 30, Artspace will be
holding an exhibition of oils and
gouaches by Chris Shelton. For
further information telephone
9840 9367.

Health

The Manningham Community
Health Service is currently run-
ning an ADASS (Adult Day Activ-
ity Support Service) program for
older adults. It is being held at
the Doncaster Senior Citizens
Club on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Two further days being
planned will be on Fridays at the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House and Mondays at the Park
Orchards Community House
from 10am to 2pm. Transport
can be arranged if necessary.
Enquiries to Suzy Honisett on
9846 7717.

AVON: If you would like to receive a
brochure regularly please callme. Sally
9844 2139

LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE WORK. Diploma of
Horticulture with 5 years experience
Competitive rates. Ring Pete Hanson
9844 3906.

For all your HOME OR PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE. Ring Don Hughes
9844 0900. Handyman/Carpenter.

MUSIC LESSONS: Clarinet, Flute,
Saxaphone. All ages and levels
catered for. Also theory and keyboard.
Phone 9844 2019

OULD you be-
| lieve a first-class
opera produc-
tion in a school
[ theatre? At best

one could expect a workman-
like amateur production, so
the very high standard deliv-
ered by Eastern Metropolitan
Opera (EMO) was an agree-
able surprise. Such was the
production of Mozart’s Cosi
| fan Tutte (All Women Are Like
| That) at our local high school
theatre.

It soon became obvious
why the company choose
Warrandyte High School
Theatre for their produc-
tions as, apart from good
accoustics and sightlines, it
has an orchestra pit—a rare
thing indeed. An enthusias-
tic audience comfortably
| filled the house.

Set in Lygon Street and

| Toorak, with bikies thrown
in, the transition to modern
times was accomplished
with flair and spirit. The
principals not only looked
the part but sang, individu-
ally and collectively,
superbly. They also acted
well, bringing the characters
to life. The 30-piece orches-

| tra was satisfactory, apart
from minor intonations
problems and the sound
balance with the singers was

good.

It is difficult to single out
performances as all were
very fine—Jerzy
Kozlowski's ‘Don Alfonso’
opens proceedings with
great strength, David
Eckstein as ‘Guglielmo’ and
Christopher Steele as

DIARY MINI ADS

REIKIHEALING/TAROT READING:
Gift Vouchers are available. Enquiries:
Sandra McCarthy 9712 0436.
(Member of the Tarot Guild of Aust).

TREE PROBLEMS?: Experienced
local tree surgeon and climber
offering all types of responsible
tree care and maintenance. FOR
FREE QUOTE phne Peter on
9844 4965.

BISTRO/BAR PERSON. Warrandyte
area. Reliable/Courteous. Experience
necessary. Contact Kate or Jenny.
Ring 9844 3202 after 10am.

MINI ADS: $3for 4 lines, then $1 each
additional line, prepaid. 9844 3819.
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| COLDSTREAM PRODUCE |

I Stockfeed, Grains, Hay, Work Boots,

Veterinary & Pet Supplies

i
|
DELIVERY :

Shop 15 North Gateway, Coldstream
(off Maroondah Highway) :
i
of

Telephone (03) 9739 1669

i

Dimity Shepherd
(Dorabella) and David
Eckstein (Guglielmo) in
EMQO’s production of Cosi
fan Tutte.

‘Ferrando’ play the innocent
boyfriends (and the bikie
blow-ins) with a strong sense
of farcical hypocrisy.

Elaine McKrill’s ‘Fiordiligi’
and Dimity Shepherd’s
‘Dorabella’ were impressive
as their beleaguered lovers
and Rebecca Leitch’s
‘Despina’ played a marvellous
mischief-making maid. The
principals were well sup-
ported by a fine chorus.

The high level of musician-
ship and operatic expertise of
the company came through at
all times. The simple, imagi-
native sets, including a
sparkling Harley-Davidson
(the site of a sensual love

scene) were most effective
and the lighting excellent. In
fact the whole production
was completely ‘Erofeuional
and a credit to the director,
Andrea Garing, and the
EMO

Back in 1993, Eastern
Metropolitan Opera recog-
nized an opportunity. There
are very many good, young,
well-trained singers aroun
Melbourne who require
opportunities to perform,
particularly in complete
operatic roles.

Eastern Metropolitan
Opera was formed to fill
that gap for singers. EMO
now performs fully-staged
operas in their original
languages, using surtitles
when their productions are
not in English. 1

Eastern Metropolitan
Opera also fills a need for
audiences. Because costs are
kept to a minimum by large
amounts of voluntary
labour, the result is much ;
less expensive for audiences |
than city productions. |

This is the fifth season (all |
at Warrandyte High) of this
wonderful company, going
some way to filling a gap
created by the demise of the
Victorian State Opera. Also,
their operas are very
affordable for patrons!
Don’t miss the next produc-
tion (same venue) of a pair
of operas by Puccini: Gianni
Schicchi and Sour Angelica
starting September 26.
Phone 9435 5841 for more
details.

ERIC SANDBLOM

HANDYMAN

CARPENTRY e PAINTING
BRICKWORK ¢ REPAIRS

All jobs—Large or Small

For free quote ring Phil
9844 3772 or 0412 304 297

?
Domestic
Appliance
Repairs
Economical repairs to:
» Washing Machines

* Dryers

* Dishwashers

* Microwaves

* [rons, Toasters
* Vacuums, etc

David Hogg
9844 1858

ELTHAM

ART & CRAFT
MARKET
FAYOR STREET

9am - 2pm

February to October
first Sunday of
each month

November-December
first & third Sunday
of each month

*No MSG
* No artificial flavouring
* No artificial colouring

TAKE AWAY WELCOME—OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK

Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte

[ Ming’s Warrandyte

CHINESE RESTAURANT (BYO)

* Fast service

* Phone orders welcome
* Special banquet menu

(opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2
PHONE 9844 2288

Trading Hours

Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm
Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm
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TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMEINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES TIMELINES

1 EARLY WINTER

The season of pleasant, mild
weather with a freshness returning
to the bushlands after rains. Fungi
is covering the forest floors, there is
some breeding activity by local
birds, all the international migra-
tory birds are gone and new migra-
tory birds arrive from Tasmania
and the mountains.

N a rocky escarpment overlooking the

swirling Yarra River is a stand of black

she-oaks. With few secure refuges, it is

an uncommon plant along the Middle

Yarra Valley. All these plants are males.
Their pendulous golden flowers cast pollen to the
winds in the hope of reaching the solitary female
plant standing away downstream.

She is in flower too, a bright red bunch of sta-
mens along the ends of the longer branches,
which also sport the wooden fruit of the previ-
ous season'’s pollination efforts. It is a precarious
existence, as it is for many plants in this riparian
vegetation community, perhaps one of the most
degraded in the valley.

Also on the rocky escarpment above the rapids
grows the rock glabra, covered in bright green
bell-shaped flowers. It is being attended, at an al-
most frenzied speed, by eastern spinebills search-
ing for nectar. Bell miners with chicks in their nest
harass the spinebill at every opportunity.

At the base of the rock correa are fruits of fungi
mosses that have returned to an emerald colour
following the substantial rains, greenly illuminat-
ing the heavily shaded areas under thickets of
burgan where gnat orchids flower.

On the ground at the base of a manna gum, in a
hole large enough to fit your finger, is the larval
case of a goat swift moth. The first heavy show-
ers soften the ground and send the timelonic mes-
sage for these great moths to emerge during the
night in search of a reproductive partner. Their
huge bodies make them sought after food for the
birds, as was their larval form for the Koori peo-

le.
pA family group of olive-backed orioles react an-
grily to intrusion of their territory by flying around
anc?' loudly vocalising. Soon they will be migrat-
ing northwards. Along Jumping Creek in Warran-
dyte State Park and along bushland corridors,
many smaller birds, such as white-naped
honeyeaters, brown-headed honeyeaters, grey
fantails, yellow-faced honeyeaters and golden
whistlers will flock together and work the trees
for invertebrates.

In the lower vegetation strata, the same flock-
ing behaviour occurs among superb blue wrens,
white-browed scrubwrens, eastern yellow robins,
yellow-rumped thornbills and grey shrike thrush.

Unseasonal major rains have so swollen the
river that in a few places, mountain tea-tree and
river bottlbrush, half-submerged, drag in the fast-
flowing water, whilst the leaves of a willow—the
curse of the river system—are turning yellow.

The water is freezing cold and although the di-
versit{of aquatic invertebrates is lower than dur-
ing "the summer 'seasons, ‘there' still are

Our four-season annual cycle—summer, autumn, winter, spring—arrived with the
first white settlers from Europe. It bears little relevance to the natural rhythm of an
Australian year. The Koori people used a sequence of six seasons. We would call
them high summer, late summer, early winter, deep winter, early spring and true
spring. They knew them as timelines.

The Middle Yarra Timelines project is being developed by the Field Naturalists
Club of Victoria, the Gould League and the Yarra Valley Parklands section of Parks
Victoria.

The theme of this series of essays by GLEN JAMESON is the representation of
a mythical day for each of these season, a day that incorporates important sea-
sonal indicators and patterns characteristic of that season.
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chironomids, stoneflies, mayflies and _—

~_This is a season of growth and activ-

elmid beetles, indicating good wa- ?,C'E“ & _ ity for the bushland and its crea-
ter quality. However, many of the 9 885, “\_ tures, for here there are none of
invertebrate populations and ol 4p, "\ the shutdown prodedures of
large quantities of organic Aq}" . the norther hemisphere au-
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matter have been swept

¢ \ tumn. Following the dry

away by the racingriver, to / Q_ % \ summer months, thereis a
be dispersed right down / - & \ sense of renewal and re-
to the lower reaches of | & M‘ddle oy \ plenishment, a gearing-
the Yarra. £ ~\ up for breeding and pro-
This scouring of the 8 T Yarl:a \ (lgction. § :
food-rich riffle areas of |— 'm 3 % | Ifitisto beadry year,
ir;]verftebrates:j d‘eplgges % imeliines 2 x&v'ith the etffhects of th'(;lEl
e favoured feeding / Nino southern oscilla-
grounds of platypus and % / tion bringing on drought,
perhaps threatens the sur- \’?D / it will be in this season—

vival of dispersing juve-
niles. Storm situations like
these are critical times, with
several years of accumulated
organic matter flushed down-
stream, creating high turbidity lev-
els and sometimes even major events,
resulting in the creation of billabongs.

Downstream, Bolin Bolin Billabong brims to the
bank with flooding water and large ephemeral
wetlands are created in Yarra Flats Park, much to
the vocalised praise of the common froglet, which
has instantly appeared in thousands, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the flood event.

All the invertebrate fauna and organic matter
swept downstream spills onto the floodplains,
enriching the wetland ecosystem. The Victorian
smooth froglet is at its most vocal during this sea-
son, although south brown treefrogs, whistling
treefrogs and pobblebonks contribute their share
of noise.

A large mob of cattle feeds on the sodden grassy
areas of Banksia Park and Yarra Flats Park. River
redgums begin to shed their copious production
of seed as their leaves are attacked by lace lerps.
Grapevine moths are flying during the day, with
their caterpillars still using the smooth willow
herb, growing on the still-dry littoral finge of the
Annulus Billabong, as their host plant.

The showers that have begun to fall more fre-
quently during early winter inject new life into the
flora and fauna. After particularly heavy rain, the
bushlands in the morning sun look drippingly
fresh and clean. Even the heavily polluted air has
been purified and the scents of the land are in-
toxicating.

Eucalypts now put on large amounts of new
growth, with each species flaunting its character-
istic young leaf colour. Yellow box is golden and
red box is tinged with scarlet. Fungi grows every-

* where in response to the wet weather.

early winter—when the ef-

2 fects will be suggested. An

/ extension of summer dry-

\ * ness, early and excessively

3“(\( _~" frosty weather and the appear-

" ance of unusual fauna, such as the

_— white form of the grey goshawk. The

lack of such early winter regulars as the

moths, and restricted fungi growth, may warn of
an impending dry year.

Gullies and grassy valley slopes are full of the
fruiting bodies of fungi, a major feature of the win-
ter seasons as the food chain of decay gains mo-
mentum. The yellow staining mushroom seems to
have taken dominance over the much-loved, col-
lected and eaten field mushroom. Huge boletes
resemble garden settings and beneath the intro-
duced Monterey pines is an imported range of
such fungus as fly agaric and saffron milk caps.

Splashes of pink heath adorn the bush and be-
neath increasingly overcast skies, pink robins,
which have moved down from mountain forests
and gullies or across from Tasmania, enjoy the
?}OlllltUde of Andersons Creek along Gold Memorial

ully.

The usually solitary black swamp wallaby, also
aresident of quiet gullies and steeper slopes, gives
birth through the winter season and may be oc-
casionally glimpsed with a partner during this
time.

Pecking at the last heritage variety of apples in
Pettys Orchard is a flock of the Tasmanian form
of silvereye, over for the winter. Jacky Winters are
observed, although the last sightings of dusky
woodswallows and fairy martins are made as they
join the migrating squadrons heading northwards.

In flight on the occasional sunny afternoon are
the last of the cabbage white, common grass blue
and imperial white butterflies, although on black
wattles, common imperial blue butterflies are sill
emerging. Catching the mid-afternoon sun, a small

mob of eastern grey kangaroos lie in a clearing on
a western-facing slope of Laughing Waters Park
Amidst the tangle of a huge, long since-fallen
branch, are many just-hatched juvenile garden
skinks, catching the sun for energy. Young black
crickets and black millipedes are plentiful, often
finding their way into houses

Distant views from the ridges and hilitops are
obscured as rain clouds cover the Kinglake,

Dandenong and Healesville Ranges. On the dry
ridges are found early-flowering forms of golden
wattle and spreading wattle, uncommon forms of
a plant which usually flowers during spring

Mistletoe birds feed on the ripening fruit of the
drooping mistletoe, growing from a red box which
is also beginning to flower. Nearby, longleaf box
carries a heavy load of flowers, as it tends to do
every second year, and at its base, the drooping
cassinia is flowering with brown, pendulous
plumes.

Overhead, a pair of wedge-tail eagles circle anti-
clockwise with the high pressure air system, keep-
ing lookout over the terrain. One carries a Euro-
pean rabbit plucked from the grassy slopes of
Longridge Park as they carefully scrutinise the
forest. It is nest-building time and secret gullies
must be evaluated for their potential

As dusk falls, 15 Gould’s wattled bats leave in
succession from a nest box on a dry ridge in Yarra
Valley Parklands. This organised departure may
help them avoid predation by pied butcherbirds,
pied currawongs and owls. Gould’s wattled bats
will copulate during the winter seasons, as will
most of the species of bats that inhabit the Yarra
Valley, although births will not take place until the
spring seasons.

Drawn to house lights, their eyes glowing like
golden orbs, is a staggering array of moths. After
the first rains break the summer dry, great pla-
toons of southern army worm moths appear. With
them are twin emeralds, tiger moths, heliotrope
moths, white satin moths and the Warrandyte
footy mascot—with a red ‘W’ on each white wing—
the clara satin moth.

All of these invertebrates contribute to a rich
harvest for the flocks of birds that glean the trees
during the day, and for such night hunters as the
sugar gliders and feathertail gliders. Foraging in
the dark, under the bark of trees, or amongst leaf
litter for arthropods, is the endangered brush-tail
phascogale. Keenly alert and as agile as thought
itself, this species will mate this season, after
which all the males of the population will die, to
leave ecological room for the offspring.

Under night skies dominated by the stars of
Achernar, Sirius, Procyon, Pollux and Alderaran,
and spurred on by the flush of new growth on the
local eucalypts, brushtail possums rattle the tin
roofs as they copulate. The females will be giving
birth this season, carrying pouch young for the
following four or five months. Ringtail possums
also begin their breeding this season; fortunate
indeed for the powerful owl, largely depending as
it does on the ringtail for food.

From across the valley, where saw-toothed for-
mations of mist mark the path of the river like the
backbone of an ancient creature, comes the fal-
setto double hoot call of the southern boobook
owl. In counterpoint is the deep, resonant hoot of
the powerful owl as the largest member of the owl
family contemplates the approaching breeding
season.




By LEE TINDALE

Despite what his mate and fel-
low Warrandyte junior cricket
coach Geoff Taylor would have
vou believe, Ross Sheppard, of
Yarra Street, did not himself
have an illustrious playing ca-
reer.

He certainly wasn't an all-
rounder for Australia, as Geoff
somehow managed to sneak
into a primary school newslet-
ter

Ross is, however, a cricket fa-
natic, a true lover of the game
who follows it with a rare pas-
sion

And if the deeds of his young
cricketing sons are an indica-
tion, the Sheppard name may
yet be up in lights on big score-
boards one day

Ross coaches at Under-12 level
for Warrandyte Cricket Club and
sons Jack and Sam, eight and 11
respectively, are both showing
outstanding potential

The name Sheppard kept bob-
bing up at presentation day for
the 1996-97 junior season.

lack not only won the club
bowling award for the Under-12
Section 4s, which his dad
coached—he also collected the
RDCA competition award

It was an extraordinary per-
formance for one so young: a
season's analysis of 42 overs, 16
maidens 16 wickets for 53 runs
(average 3.31)

But Sam wasn't allowing his
kid brother all the glory. He won

BISTRO MEALS—WINTER SPECIALS
$7.95 SPECIALS + $1 POKIE VOUCHER
Monday to Wednesday Lunch & Dinner

r----_---—--_-1

: $10 BUDGET BUSTER :
i Thursday Lunch & Dinner

For only $10 you receive your choice of $10 meal from our i

chef s Special Selection plus $3.00 Pokie Change Voucher.
I 7pm — Enjoy the beautiful voice of Stephanie on piano
L----_-----_--

SUNDAY ARVO SNACKS
IN THE BISTRO AND
NICK CHARLES RHYTHM & BLUES ARTIST,

EVERY SUNDAY IN MAY, 1PM

Chris Snaidero ...
Warrandyte’s senior club
champion for 1996-97.

the club best all-rounder award
(must have got that all-round
ability from Dad) in the Under-
12s Section 1.

Matthew Gamble, of Geoff
Taylor’s Under-14s, was named
junior club champion and
Geoff's son Nicholas won the
Under-14s batting trophy.

As previously reported, pace
bowler Chris Snaidero was
named Warrandyte’s club cham-
pion and Steve Pascoe club
cricketer of the year at the Bush-
rangers’ senior presentation
night.

Full senior and junior trophy
lists

FIRSTS: David Mooney (batting),
Chris Snaidero (bowling), Jason

Graf (fielding), Gerald Walshe (cap-
tain's award).

SECONDS: David Gee (batting),
Peter Sharpe (bowling), Justin
Edwards (fielding), Peter Raby
(captain's award).

THIRDS: Luke Revell (batting),
Adam Beardall (bowling), Anthony
De Leo (fielding), Josh Revell (cap-
tain's award).

FOURTHS: Richard Sutherland
(batting), Elvis Curiale (bowling),
Warren Gay (fielding), Campbell
Holland (captain's award).

Club champion: Chris Snaidero.
Club cricketer of year: Steve
Pascoe. Best clubman: Peter
Baker. Duck Club Award: lan, War-
ren and Andrew Gay.

Special awards: Batting: Luke
Revell (123 v Kilsyth, Thirds);
Andrew Jarvis (100 n.o. v Lilydale,
Fourths). First evleven record
score: David Mooney 184 n.o. v
Croydon North. Bowling: Steve
Pascoe 5/31 (including hat-trick) v
Norwood, Thirds; Adam Beardall 7/
97 v Wonga Park, Thirds.

JUNIORS:

UNDER-14: Nicholas Taylor (bat-
ting), Fergus Green (bowling), Tate
Marchi (fielding), Andrew
McDonald (team manager’s award).
Matthew Gamble (Under-14s) was
named club junior champion.

UNDER-12 (Section 1): Adrian
Wilson (batting), Ben Piggott (bowl-
ing), James Gruber (fielding), Sam
Sheppard (all-rounder award). Sec-
tion 4: Josh Robins (batting), Jack
Sheppard (bowling), Ben Taylor
(fielding), Ben Bool (all-rounder).

Outgoing Warrandyte Te

on his election. (Picture by Judy Green)

A changing of the tennis guard

Warrandyte Tennis Club elected a new presi-
dent at its annual general meeting earlier this
month. Previous vice-president Mark Bence has

taken over from Frank Waites.

Frank, who will remain an active playing mem-
ber of the club, no longer lives in Warrandyte.

He has been president for the past two years
and for 14 years prior to that was club treas-
urer. In 1991 he was made a life member, in rec-
ognition of his service to the club.

Pauline Dusting and John Roberts were re-
elected secretary and treasurer respectively.

One hundred teenagers from
Canteen attended a fun and wa-
ter sports day at Lake Eildon
recently. The event was hosted
jointly by the Warrandyte Lions
Club and the Eildon Boat Club
for Canteen Victoria, the organi-
sation attending to young peo-
ple suffering from cancer.

The kids were transported by
bus from Melbourne to Lake
Eildon where they boarded a flo-
tilla of houseboats following a

What a lark! Warrandyte
Lions gave these kids the time
of their lives.

H-© T84
EST. 1895

110 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE 3113. PHONE 9844 3202

MAC ENMTERTAIMMENT

PUBLIC BAR: Friday nights 9pm & Sunday evenings 5pm

BISTRO ENTERTAINMENT:
FRI 16 MAY: Peter Smith—Guitarist. Rock to Classical

SAT 17 & 31 MAY: Lori and Steve—Singer-Guitarist. Dancing
FRI 23 & 30 MAY: Stephanie—on piano. Jazz fo Ballads

SAT 24 MAY: Wayne Horner—Singer/Guitarist.

FRI 16 MAY: A musical experience performed by “The Die Pratersterne”
professional group from the Austrian Cultural Club, Melbourne. Excerpts
from Whitehorse Inn, Merry Widow, Student Prince and more.$13 inc
I | supper. Upstairs. Fundraiser: Warrandyte High School. BOOK EARLY.

FRI 13 JUNE: “Tribute to Elvis”—Rock and Roll dance and floorshow.
Fabulous impersonator. $13 includes supper. Fundraiser: Interchange
Northern. BOOK EARLY. Please pick up fickets one week in advance.

give Canteen
' kids a treat

at Lake Eildon.

lunch at the Boat Clubhouse.
Boarding was accomplished by
an amphibious craft called a
Lark, which collected the kids
on dry land and drove them into
the water and out to the waiting
houseboats on the lake.
Speedboats and jetskis then
joined the flotilla, so beginning
an afternoon of fun on the wa-
ter. Water skiing and jetskiing
were first-time experiences for
many. participants, while others
were just happy to ride in a
speedboat with the wind in their
hair. All finished the day with
happy memories of fun and sun

* Monday to Friday before

*

*—————

This coupon ent

at the Grand Ho

40 FREE spins

ON 5 CENT MACHINES

ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER DAY. OFFER FOR MONTH OF MAY.
W S S S S S R R S —

11.30am every customer
WINS A PRIZE on our
Spinning Wheel (one spin
per person per day) in our
Gaming Room.

SPOT PRIZES up to value
of $50. Myer vouchers,
meals, drinks, craft items.

itles the bearer to

tel Gaming Room.

L-x———-




Beleaguered Bloods!

By LEE TINDALE

It is shaping as a long,
cold winter for Warran-
dyte Football Club. After
four games, the Bloods
are still looking for their
first win of 1997.

The lack of a focal point—or
points—up forward is telling on
Warrandyte as they struggle to
keep pace in EDFL Second Divi-
sion.

They are winning their share
of the ball but have failed to con-
vert often enough to extend the
sides they have met so far.

The Bloods fared poorly in the
draw, meeting last year's final-
ists Montrose and The Basin in
the first two games. Then fol-
lowed a 55-point defeat at North
Ringwood and an 85-point beat-
ing at home by Mooroolbark.

In each case, they have started
promisingly but fallen away as
the game progressed.

Coach Greg Cole is not predict-
ing when Warrandyte will break
the 1997 ice.

“The scoreboard wasn’t a true
reflection of the game today,”
Cole said after the Mooroolbark
match.

“We have a lot of injuries, so
we are undermanned, but we've
just got to pushing on with the
players we have. And sure, we
need a key forward or two.”

Warrandyte badly wanted to
win the one against
Mooroolbark, not only to get
four premiership points on the
board but to make captain John
O’Brien’s 200th senior game a
memorable occasion for him.

O’Brien, a three-time club best
and fairest winner, ran through
a congratulatory banner as he
led his team on to the field and

Warrandyte still awaiting
first win of new season

Greg Cole... no predictions.

the Bloods could have got away
to a flier but for some wayward
kicking at goal.

Rover Glen McCartin missed
on the run from close range in
the first minute—a transgres-
sion punished by Mooroolbark
two minutes later—and O'Brien
himself missed a set shot at six
minutes which would have put
Warrandyte in front.

The visitors again made War-

v
randyte pay, goals at eight, 14,
16 and 19 minutes giving them a
29-point lead and, apparently, a
firm grip on the game even at
that early stage.

To their credit, the Bloods
bounced right back, O’Brien
goaling from a free at 20 minutes
and fullforward Andy Comella
marking and converting a
minute later.

Mooroolbark snapped cleverly
to extend the lead to 23 points,
but O'Brien and Comello struck
again in quick succession to
have Warrandyte just 11 points
in arrears at the first change.

Cole instructed his players to
go direct with the slight breeze
in the second stanza, but three
unanswered goals in the first
nine minutes of the quarter but
Mooroolbark firmly back in con-
trol.

It was very poor defence by
the Bloods and they paid dearly
for it.

It took the home side 18 min-
utes to register their first goal
for the term—through Chris
Springett—but Mooroolbark, af-
ter a couple of rare displays of
goalfront inaccuracy, got that
back at 25 minutes to lead by 28
points at the interval.

Warrandyte drew first blood
after the break, Comello beating

two opponents to soccer a goal
at the four-minute mark. But it
was to be the Bloods’ only ma-
jor for the quarter.

In the meantime, Mooroolbark
would kick six—at nine, 14, 19,
20, 26 and 27 minutes—to make
the final term academic.

It had been a case of one team
finshing off up forward and one
team consistently unable to.

Still, Warrandyte refused to
sky the towel. Three
Mooroolbark goals blew the
scoreline out to 19.8 to 6.8 be-
fore Scott Parnell intervened,
although Mooroolbark re-
sponded immediately and fol-
lowed up a few minutes later.

Fittingly, O'Brien kicked the fi-
nal goal of the match—his sec-
ond for the quarter and fourth
for the day—but neither the
skipper nor his men really had
anything to celebrate.

The final score was
Mooroolbark 22.11 (143), War-
randyte 8.10 (58)

Warrandyte's best were
McCartin, Liam Riley and Ashley
Grybas. From a future viewpoint
the most encouraging aspects of
an otherwise forgettable after-
noon for Warrandyte were the
form of last year's Under-18ers
Riley and Andrew Brown, both
potential stars at senior level.

Warrandyte's Reserves were
also well beaten, 22.17 (149) to
6.5 (41). And it hurts to have to
report that the Under-18s failed
to score at all as they conceded
Mooroolbark 23.20.

Glen McCartin .. ll‘jc}frdnd;ffe ’s best ¢

LS T R ol
1gainst Mooroolbark.

Redbacks falter in
final showdowns

By DAMIAN ARSENIS

Warrandyte Basketball Club
came home disappointed last
month from grand final day
of the EDJBA competition.

An astonishing 19 Redbacks
teams made the grand finals,
but only six prevailed.

Just two of the 13 boys
teams were successful in the
big ones.

e girls pulled off a much
more creditable four wins
from six games, Gavin
Whitmore's Ul4 girls taking
the prestigious A-grade
trophy in an earlier best-of-
three d final series.

Highly-graded teams
coached by Gerry Pearce and
| Damian Arsenis won their
" respective grand finals to
| salvage some glory from an
otherwise dismal day for the

Shakeera Wallis taking the
MDP award in a great game
by all the girls.

The Redbacks’ beaten grand
final girls were Paul Sleeth’s
Ul4 D1/1 team (Caroline
Keating MDP) and the Ul2
D3s of Warwick Armstrong
(Laura Hains MPD).

Losing boys teams included
the U10 ARs of Gavin
Whitmore, who had high
hopes of a premiership but
struggled against Eltham.

Arsenis’ Ul12 A2 boys also
failed the acid test, lacking
spark against Eltham without
the services of state player
Joel Macdonald. Hayden Wall
turned in an outstanding
game for MDP.

Ian Coull's U10 CM2 boys
and Kevin O’'Mara’s U10 D1s
also found the flag elusive.
Both teams went down
fighting, as did Duncan

Frost’s U10 BB boys, who lost
their supplementary final.

Gerry Pearce's two other
teams, the U12 CS and U18CS
boys, followed the pattern of
the day by failing at the
finishing post. Tom Naughtin,
from his younger team,
accepted the MDP award for
his sheer hard work.

Father-son coaching team
Laurie and Daniel Cookson
also found success just out of
reach with their U12 DM team
and the U14 CS supplemen-
tary grand finalists of Brent
Gibson and Alex Eastwood
also fell short.

Graham Pollock’s U16 CS
boys had to settle for runners-
up in a tough game, with Rory
Pearson the MDP, and to
finish a frustrating day for
Warrandyte, the U18 B team
of Michael Eldridge just failed
in a tight match.

Zoe Milner: ‘If yo ouesport enough you can make time for it.” (Picture by Jan Tindl

Its all go for Zoe

boys.

The U20 A2 boys of Pearce,
who coached three teams on
the day, whitewashed
Marcellin, with Brad

By RACHEL BAKER

Zoe Milner was always going to play netball. She
comes from a netballing family and now, at 17,
has attracted the keen attention of the state
selectors.

“My mum played netball when she was young
and my sisters Tamara Bronwyn have always
played in local teams,” Zoe, of Beauty Gully
Road, told the Diary.

Zoe started her career at seven, in 1987 at
Warrandyte Netball Club. As her skill and en-
thusiasm grew she also started playing with
Doncaster and district teams then mase the
move in 1994 to Park Orchards Netball Club.

Since then she has joined Palladians, a zone
team with players from all over the state, Mel-
bourne East and regional teams, averaging two
games and five training sessions a week,

Her career has really blossomed in the past
few years. “In 1995 I played for the Victorian
schoolgirls team,” she said.

“We travelled to Queensland and won the
grand final against New South Wales.

“Apart from last year, when | had a school trip,
I've also been selected and have played in re-

_glonal competition for the past four years.”

But Zoe’s biggest achievement was selection
in Victorias’s state squad this year.

Discovered by Talent Identification in 1996,
she was chosen for a series of games, training
sessions and fitness assessments which nar-
rowed a group of more than 100 girls down to
just 25.

“There were a lot of players and a lot of com-
petition, so | was really surprised,” she said.

Although Zoe missed selection in the team of
12 to compete against the other states in Can-
berra in July, she was not at all discouraged.

“Next year I'll try again and hopefully get into
the state under-19 team,” she said. “I've still got
four teams that I'm playing for, so there’s plenty
to keep me busy."

A year 12 student at Eltham College, Zoe ad-
mits she “finds it hard to fit everything in”.

“With training and competition on top of all
my homework, it can get really busy.” she said.

“People have warned me about not playing too
much netball because of year 12, but I just try
to be organised and not leave everything to the
last minute.

“I just think that if you love sport enough you

. can make time forit.” , , . | R

Giampetro receiving the most
determined player award.
Arsenis' Ul4 AR boys came
from behind, also against
Marcellin, to snatch a win in

the dying seconds. Cool heads :

prevailed at the foul line and
zl[?)tlt;hew Treeby was judged

by Paul Haskings and Maree
Vincent started underdogs in
their game against Eltham but
got home in another exciting

nish, stealing it with a three-
pointer. Caitlin Evans’ gutsy
display was rewarded with
the MDP award.

Lorraine Parfitt's Ul4 C2
slrla turned on an heroic

isplay for a remarkable win
over Bulleen. Walking
wounded, they had only four
girls left on the court at the
eM.BlP Nellie Hodgson was

Ned Wallis’ U16 D3 girls also
won their grand final,

THE U16 A2 girls co-coached |

OPEN EVERY DAY

FOR LUNCH
AND DINNER

A special place for a
special function

RESERVATIONS — 9712 0266

Pitmans Corner, Eltham/Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground




Wilson

McDougall

We use more
of these than
any other agent
in the area

SOME OF OUR RECENT SALES...

3/1 Westend Road, Warrandyte

9 Boyd Street, Warrandyte North

27 Albert Road, Warrandyte North

1 Blair Street, Warrandyte

488 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte

6 Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park

67 Franklin Street, Doncaster East

15 Dingley Dell Road, Warrandyte

4 Milton Close, Warrandyte

68 Research Road, Warrandyte

65 Kangaroo Ground Road, Warrandyte
2 Brogil Road, Warrandyte

106 Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Road

4 Masonic Avenue, Warrandyte

8 Opilland Drive, Warrandyte

6 Barry Court, Wonga Park

17 Wattleblossom Road, Warrandyte
110 Leber Street, Warrandyte

2 Floods Road, Warrandyte North

84 The Boulevard, Warrandyte North
139 Meander Road, Hurstbridge

339 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte
53 Harris Gully Road, Warrandyte
107 Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park
316 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

4 Judy Close, Eltham

We are experiencing strong demand for properties in

WARRANDYTE, WARRANDYTE NORTH
and WONGA PARK

~ If you are considering selling,
why not talk to your area’s leading agent?

9844 3085

183 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Together we’ll make it happen
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