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By CLIFF GREEN

The entire typesetting,
picture processing and
communications plant of the
Warrandyte Diary was stolen
in a daring break-in at the
Warrandyte Community
Centre last month.

Items taken from the Diary office
included two computers, a
scanner, a printer, an external hard-
disc drive, a combined fax, phone
and answering machine and a
modem.

Warrandyte Youth Services lost a
sound system, two computers and
a fax machine. The offices of
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Information Warrandyte and the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
were also broken into, but nothing
was taken.

The burglary took place late
Sunday night or early Monday
morning, July 20-21. As no external
doors appeared to have been
breached, it is believed the thieves
may have hidden inside the centre
during a function on the Sunday,
then broken into the offices after
everyone else had left the building.

Although apparently fully
insured, “depreciation” means that
the Diary will receive less than half
the replacement value of the
equipment stolen.

The Diary is not a privately-
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owned business. It is a community
project, operated by a non-profit
trust, staffed largely by volunteers,
funded not through government or
council grants but from local
advertising revenue. It exists only
to serve its community, free of all
sectional interests and commercial
pressures.

We were very proud of our
beautiful, hard-won equipment. We
produced a fine little newspaper on
it over the years. The initial funds
were slowly accumulated through
the long period when we cobbled
the paper together on kitchen
tables. To this was added some
financial assistance from local
Lions and Rotary. In the years

By PAUL WILLIAMS

since, we have gradually bought
additional equipment, with funds
saved from an ever-tight operating
budget.

Although we have begun to re-
equip, this issue has been largely
produced on borrowed equipment.
We want to especially thank Jock
Macneish and Rachel and Mark
Schroeder. They have been
generous with their skills and
resources and have spent many
hours helping us through this
crisis.

This issue is appearing a little
late. We know our ever-loyal
readers and advertisers will
understand why.

We are appealing to our
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We wuz robbed!

advertisers to please pay any
outstanding accounts as soon as
possible. The need is urgent.
Several of our larger advertisers
have already helped in this regard.
Our resources have been sorely
tested, but the future of the
newspaper is not at risk.

Security at the Diary office has
been greatly strengthened since
the break-in. The cost of this has
further strained our desperately
depleted funds.

Police investigations
continuing.

are

® Readers can help by
ordering our special offer
Christmas cards. See Page 6.

Warrandyte Horse Float
& Trailer Hire
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GIPPSLAND EXHIBITION— —Opens 30 August |
Ceramics, woodcraft, prints \

9844 3078

Lunch, Mormning & Afternoon Tea — Tues to Sun
Dinner — Thur, Fri and Sat

HASELGROVE of McLAREN VALE WINEMAKERS
DINNER—S8th and 15th August
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Quality Printing
at the right price...

We go out of our way to
provide you with the
best service at the best price!

Call us today...

Visual Attention Printing
& Design Service
Telephone & Fax 9725 6699

WARRANDYTE

GLASS
HAVE MOVED

But still offer the same
prompt service for all

types of glass, glazing,
mirrors and repairs.

TERRY RYAN
9879 0373 or

The whole shocking,
- sordid story can now
be told. The story of

the spy among us. We

name him as Kevin Close, 53,
primary school principal of
Milton Close, West Warrandyte.
And we know he’s not going to
sue us or anything because he
041 8 369 294 promised ages ago that when he
ceased to be a secret agent we

could tell all. Another edition,

"= = omm omm wm ommomm oay | another Smokey Joe scoop! For
I I the past seven years, Closey has

been a football spy for his long-
I MJ'ngEcR SIAéNING I time mate and colleague l:obert
BRICK & CEMENT

Walls, first for the Brisbane
Bears, for the past two seasons
for Richmond. He's quitting at

* Rendering the end of this season because
: Richmond sacked Walls as
* ReDa"S coach a few weeks ago. Every

AFL club has at least a couple of
spies, shadowy figures who
scout the teams their mob are
going to meet over the next
couple of weeks and report all
manner of things back to the
coach. For Kevin, “boss spy” at
both his clubs, it involved
watching the games of the
upcoming opposition two weeks
ahead and their training during

| the week immediately preceding
the encounter. It also involved a
lot of interstate travel, ear-to-
the-ground stuff and sneaking
into the enemy rooms whenever
he was able. But this spy is
coming in from the cold. “I'm
ditching Richmond because
they sacked a good mate of
mine,” said Kevin, who played
seconds football for Fitzroy and
is a former Warrandyte chair-
man of selectors. “I agreed to
stay on until the end of the
season because, despite what
they did to Wallsy, I felt that
ethically  owed it to them to see

| the season out. Two wrongs
don’t make a right.”

* Colour Matching
* Waterproofing

Ring MICHAEL
on 9712 0436

SUPPORT
YOUR
NEIGHBOURS

—shop
locally

BRICKWORK

STONEWORK
PAVING
= (e

Phone:
Bud Stringer
9844 2448 or
Max Stringer

9722 1236

bradley curtis

Kevin Close, retiring spy.

Kevin Close's biggest
e moment as a footy spy

came on an early-

season jog around
Albert Park Lake with a couple
of big-name Melbourne players
(who didn’t know him from
Adam and who had better still
be nameless) on a Thursday
evening. The Bears were to play
the Demons on the Saturday and
Closey had turned up at training
at the Junction Oval cunningly

4 DOFﬂBStIC. disguised in tracksuit and
A Commercial runners. He casually teamed up

with these two Melbourne guys
and in the course of their jog —

and without expressing a whit of
| interest — learnt the precise
| structure of Saturday’s Demons
team, right down to the
composition of the interchange
bench. Jog over, Kevin ran to the
nearest phone (which, as luck

Mobile (018) 033 979
would have it, just happened to

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161 | bei "‘f‘ pub) and rang Brisbane.

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

« T gtion Return Preparation
* Electronic Lodgement Service
* Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accountants

A Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135

Wendy Lang/;laid
expectant.

Armed with impeccable inside
information, the Bears won
Saturday’s game quite

handsomely.
The confessions of
Closey begged a couple
of questions. How did

i his wife, the lovely

Faye, cope with living all those
years on the fungal fringes of
espionage? “Oh, she didn’t mind
me working for the Bears,” he
said, “but she wasn't too keen
on me doing it for Richmond.
She doesn't like their colours.”
Another thing, what happens
when a spy changes clubs? Does
he spy for his new club on his
old buddies? “Not this spy,” said
Kevin. “I made it quite clear
when | accepted the Richmond
job that I wouldn’t be checking
out the Bears.” See, there is
honour among those who wear

Wendy Langmaid, the

cloaks and carry daggers.
lovely young lady who
dispenses beers, smiles

i and homespun philo-

sophy at the Warrandyte RSL
Club, is having her first baby.
Not immediately, you under-
stand, not as you read this, but
in early January. When Wendy's
gynaecologist confirmed her
condition he said congratu-
lations and where would you like
the baby delivered, which
provided the perfect opening for
laconic hubby Stuart. “Oh, to

We got a postcard from

home would be fine,” he said.
itinerant Diary distrib-
ution manager Peter

i “Bottles” Norman, who

has been wintering all over
Queensland with wife Joyce.
“Saw the biggest croc you
wouldn’t believe at Normanton,”
he wrote. “Shot (in self-defence,
we trust, Pete) by a local. Said
to be a world record at 38 feet
four inches. Weighed about five
tons,  believe.” C'mon, Bots! You
sure it wasn't three or four crocs
laid end to end? Or have you
gone troppo or what?
$ is a very busy man, so
busy that he didn’t
have time to shop for a present

for wife Cheryl’s 45th birthday
the other day. So he gave her a

Milton Karis, of
Warrandyte Hardware,

Close-kept secret of
the spy in our midst

$200 gift voucher — on
Warrandyte Hardware! We
suppose that's what you call
keeping it in shop. Still, he did
give her a very nice party as

well.
Son Ben, who catches it
five days a week to and
from uni, told Kaye and

i Greg Dawson that

nothing ever happened on the
Eltham train. But mum and dad
tend to disagree. In anticipation
of a few drinks on their trip to
the Crown Casino, the Dawsons
left the car at home in North
Warrandyte, caught a cab to
Eltham and a train from there.
On the trip home, about 7.30 in
the evening, they were
entertained in their carriage by
a bloke with a fiddle, who played
one number and asked if anyone
objected to an encore or two.
Some mean-spirited fellow said
yes he did, whereupon the
fiddler cracked the sads and
moved to the next carriage at
the next station, followed by
three policemen on a mission.
One of the cops had been
overheard to say something
about someone probably
catching a different train. At the
next station, four youths got into
the Dawson's carriage — one
carrying a pistol or an imitation
thereof. They looked through to
the next carriage, saw the cops,
got a fit of the panics and said
something about being “gone
now”. The youths got off in a
hurry — but not quite fast
enough — at the next station
and the long arm of the
commuting law was seen to
reach out from the darkness of
a platform shelter and pluck one
of their number into custody.
The other fugitives were quickly
rounded up and the journey
continued. So there, Ben —
things sometimes do happen on

the Eltham train.
? lad Harvey Brown. We
can certainly vouch for
his stamina. Harvey, 16 but still
eligible for the Under-16s,
stepped up to the Under-18s for
the home game against Boronia
on July 26. Then he answered
the call from the Reserves, who
were short of numbers, came on
at half-time and kicked four of
the Bloods' 10 goals. Next day
he rucked all game for the
Under-16s. Bet he didn't need
rocking to sleep that night.

We predict a fine
football future for local

Smokey

NEW KITCHENS & BENCH TOPS
BATHROOM VANITIES & PANTRIES
WALL UNITS & BOOK CASES
WORK STATIONS & STUDENT DESKS

KITCHENS RELAMINATED—
NEW DOORS & DRAWERS

PENSIONER DISCOUNTS

GEOFF RUCK
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD

9876 3331




By DAVID WYMAN

A proposal to build a 60-
bed nursing home at 54-
70 Harris Gully Road has
produced a flood of
objections from Warran-
dyte residents to Man-
ningham City Council.

The two-storey building
would be set into the side of
the hill adjacent to the existing
driveway into the property.

Most of the 24 objectors to
the project regard the
development as inappropriate
for the site and the Landscape
Interest Zone. The objections
state that the building is
“imposing” in the area and that
it would have an “enormous
detrimental impact on the
character of Warrandyte”.

Most objectors feel the
building should not be built in
“this semi-rural area in an
environment protected zone”.
Others point out the increase
in traffic, light and noise, and
the fire risk as the building
would be constructed mainly
in timber. One objector said
the building would inevitably
be extended in future with a
separate hostel.

Warrandyte Environment
League, in its letter to
Manningham council, said: “A
development of this size is
inconsistent with the pur-
poses of the zone, in particular
in its inability to ‘protect and
enhance the existing rural
residential character, land-
scape quality and other
natural environmental char-
acteristics in an equitable and
sustainable manner (council’s
words)".”

A nursing home is a
permitted use in Landscape
Interest Zone, but many
residents in the Green Wedge
believe that council has gone
much too far in expanding the

(Picture by Jan Tindale)

number of permitted uses in the
area.

“If the nursing home goes
ahead, then the flood gates will
open with other developments
on broad acres in the Green
Wedge,” one Harris Gully Road
resident told the Diary.

The $2.8 million project, with
atwo-level carpark, is proposed
by Hillington Valley Pty Ltd.
According to their application,
“Hillington is the developer,
owner and operator of a number
of nursing homes in Melbourne”.

Hillington apparently purch-
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This rural landscape in Harris Gully Road is earmarked for a 60-bed nursing home.

ased the property last year and
made application for a 60-bed
“aged care facility” on January
8 this year, with a view to the
principals living on the property
and managing the proposed
nursing home.

Council documents reveal that
Harris Gully Road could be
widened at the entry-exit point
of the complex. Other comm-
ents by council officers note
“the size of the building will be
a significant visual instrusion in
the proposed location” and
point out its “large scale pres-

ence on Harris Gully Road”.

The development proposes a
lower level with 15 two-bedded
rooms, each sharing an en
suite, and an upper level with
30 single bedrooms, also
sharing en suites. Kitchen and
dining facilities are on each
level.

It is understood that a
council planning officer is
preparing a report on the
proposed nursing hime for
consideration by Manningham
councillors at a council
meeting on September 27.

CLYDE &

OCKER

"Some of my best friends
live in Park Orchards, Ock!"

PETER GARDINER LL.B

By PRUDENCE
TRUBY KING

The long-promised new court
for Warrandyte Tennis Club
at the Recreation Reserve
would now appear to be a
definite proposition, although
it will not be built adjacent to
the existing courts.

Work on the sixth court will
start as soon as a feasibility
study is completed by
Manningham council.
Spokesperson Kim Behringer
said $120,000 budgeted for
two courts in 1994-95 will
now be used to construct one
court, possibly adjacent to the
basketball courts.

“Yarra Valley Water's
conditions for building the
new court next to the existing
courts were too expensive
and unacceptable to the
council, so we are workfing
with the club and the
Department of Natural
Resources on another site
within the reserve,” Ms
Behringer said.

“The council is committed
to the extra court, not only
because the money was
allocated several years ago,
but also because Warrandyte

is one of the few tennis clubs
in the municipality with an
increasing membership.”

Club president Mark Bence
said a sixth court was
urgently needed.

“There are over 700
members using five courts
and with competitive tennis
every day there is little
opportunity for social players
to get a game,” he said.

Shortage of courts is forcing
the club to use outside courts
for competition play. “Juniors
are a real problem,” Mark
Bence said. “Some of our
younger members are never
playing at Warrandyte
because of lack of courts. |
would hate to see these
youngsters lost to the club
because they never feel part
of it.”

The Warrandyte courts are
managed under a licensing
agreement where
Manningham council builds
the courts and the club
maintains them. Four courts
were recently resurfaced at a
cost of $40,000, while the club
financed and built the
clubhouse.

@ Letter: Page 4.

SRR

An extra court at Warrandyte will give coach

Fabio Forlano more flexibility.

New era for Domeney Reserve

BY KAEL OOSTHIZEN

Domeney Reserve, Park
Orchards’ premier sporting
venue, is undergoing a
transformation. For years the
clubs and groups that used the
facility made the best of the red
brick walls and solid timber
floor.

Well, that's all about to change
with both a renovation and an
extension of the facility.

The new complex will not only
happily house all groups that
currently make use of the
facility, its new multi-functional
design will make it suitable for
other clubs and organisations to
hire.

Domeney Reserve Manage-

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

For Legal Work including:

® Property Conveyancing
Family Law
Court Representation

Wills and Estates

Sale of Business

ment Committee and users have
contributed to the design.
Current users include the Park
Orchards scouts and cubs, the
Park Orchards-North Ringwood
Parish Junior Football Club,
Yarra Valley Old Boys Senior
Football Club, Park Orchards
Cricket Club and the Ringwood
Dance Academy.

Additions to the building
include:

® Multi-purpose room for the
scouts, cubs, dance group and
cricketers

® A den and storeroom for
scouts and cubs

® Two separate change rooms
for cricketers and footballers

@ Internal and public toilets.

New services and facilities will
include child-minding, an office
area, play area for children,
improved car park and an

= —
¢...multi-functional
design will make it
suitable for other
clubs and
organisations...”

extended canopy to cover
spectators.

The renovations follow years
of agitation for upgraded
facilities. Many meetings

between council represen-
tatives and the Domeney
Working Party have finally
resulted in the new plans being
drawn up.

Manningham mayor, Cr Bob
Beynon, announced earlier this
year that the redevelopment of
the pavilion will provide Park
Orchards residents with a new
community centre.

“The complex at Domeney is
among one of the most used
community facilities in our city,”
he said. “The proposed
redevelopment will greatly
improve the existing facilities for
the benefit of existing and new
users”.

To fund the redevelopment,

Manningham City Council
allocated $800,000 while Sport
and Recreation Victoria
contributed a further $200,000

Along with work to the main
buildings. new septic and
drainage systems are being
installed, designed so that water
is dispersed at various places in
the 100 Acres rather than
spilling down onto the oval as
happened in the past. Work on
this system has already started
Council hopes this will not
interfere with groups using the
facilities.

Work on the building is
planned to begin in November
and is expected to take six
months to complete.

LOUISE J. BRENNAN s

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

183 Yarra Street
Warrandyte Vic 3113

Telephone: (03) 9844 3085, (03) 9328 3788
After Hours: (03) 9730 1943

ESTABLISHED 1968

West End, Warrandyte

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road)

Ph: 98441111
AH. 98441192
Fax: 9844 1792

CONVEYANCING
$3 5 O (plus disbursements)

handled personally by

SOLICITOR
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH «. 1.5

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE

ALL OTHER LEGAL MATTERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES
PHONE 9844 4646 — ALL HOURS
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A toast for all seasons

So long, Tess and Graham, of
Food For All Seasons.

During the past two-and-a-half
years Warrandyte has been
home for two colourful, creative
and hardworking people. Their
influence has impacted on many
people’s lives—some have been
greatly offended, others have
been highly supportive of their
efforts. Without doubt they have
stirred the imagination and
given the town something to talk
about

Graham's entry to Warrandyte
was most memorable. His
passion for his horse Rusty and
his hayrides along the Yarra at
Warrandyte brought a new
liveliness to the area and tons
of joy for the kids and their
parents. Then his meeting and
subsequent marriage to Tess

Waited in
vain for
readers

| would like to reply to Mr Cliff
Green'’s article regarding the
desperate need for a library in
Warrandyte

A few years ago Lynne Reddie,
Monica Lutteck and myself
thought this was the go. We were
given two rooms at the
community centre and with a bit
f help, especially from Marjory
Lapworth and Basil Holland,
with shelf building and
collecting of books—and
numerous cups of tea provided
by Marjorie and Basil—we
opened a library

For about six weeks we turned
up every day, and we sat and we
sat and we sat but nobody came.
Finally we packed up, gave the
books to the Op Shop and

from Food For All Seasons
precipitated the lively and
colourful awakening of the east-
end shops in Warrandyte.

They had a vision of a
restaurant serving not only food
but entertainment as well. They
worked hard to create a great
atmosphere, with music for
Sunday breakfasts, poetry
readings and, of course, yummy
food.

Amongst other projects, | had
the pleasure of working with
them to create the tourist map
and locality guide for
Melbourne’s Valley of the Arts.
In conjunction with the WBA, we
decked the town in yellow
balloons and gold wrapping to
celebrate Wattle Day. Always
they wanted to create a lively
atmosphere, to bring entertain-

ment to the people, and a joy in
the environment in which they
worked and lived. The
wonderful packed gathering in
the restaurant to farewell them
and welcome the new owners,
Anna and Veronica, showed the
huge support they had gained
from Warrandyte people.

We welcome the new owners
who will no doubt bring their
own flavour to the cafe.
Veronica's comment has been,
“Why try to mend something
that’s not broken”.

Now we wish Tess and Graham
heaps of success in their new B
& B venture somewhere over the
hills out of Omeo.

Jenny Grinlington
Melbourne’s Valley of the
Arts Tourism Association.

| write representing most
shops in the village.

Since May 28 this year when
the car park was first scarred
by heavy machinery scraping
and digging, and a busy bobcat
scurrying around, customers
at the milk bar have
commented on the slow
progress and the inconven-
ience of having to drive past
the shops to find available
parking so that they can pop
in and pick up their bits and
pieces; a lot of the time they
just keeping on going.

Now the car park has taken
some shape, I am constantly

Carpark cap

quizzed as to the unusual
layout and the loss of roadside
parking spaces for that quick
stop.

If this car park is progress,
then I would prefer the dust
and contented customers.
Whoever is responsible for
this design, which cannot
accommodate larger delivery
vehicles, | wish to thank from
our depleted cash registers.
The final nail is about to be
struck in our coffin, and it
hurts more because we are
expected to pay for it.

Rob Buckworth
The Village Milk Bar

stayed at home.

At that time we thought it a
good idea. Now | do not. All
schools have fantastic libraries
with computers and all mod
cons. There is a library at The
Pines and at Eltham. It is a waste

of money. I suggest that the
money is spent on the needy
and homeless.
What is needed is the return
of the library bus.
Shirley McCartin
Melbourne Hill Road

What's On?

AT WARRANDYTE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

tennis?

Regarding more tennis courts.
Why? I do not see the need for
one tournament per year. Each
Saturday when I am at football
and also on Sunday, Tuesday
and Thursday nights nobody is
playing tennis.

The courts in the village are
not used enough. The tennis
club believes the football and
cricket clubs have too much;
not so, the WFC and WCC have
the use of the Warrandyte
Recreation Reserve in their
respective seasons. So also do
every school in the area have
the same use. Do the schools
have the use of the tennis
courts and their facilities?

I think it's about time the
tennis community realised they
are only a small part of the
community’s need to share.
Neither the basketball nor the
netball clubs have any facilities
at all, so Mr Honeywood why
don’t you do something for
these children and adults who
are in more need of facilities
than anyone else and Mr
Honeywood, come one
Saturday and see the amount
of children using the little oval
for VicKick in the winter and
cricket in the summer.

Let’s share what we have and
not become little cliquey
groups who only think of
themselves.

Shirley McCartin
Melbourne Hill Road

Filial fang gang

By RACHEL BAKER

Warrandyte Consulting Rooms
recently welcomed Drs Ranee
and Shirani Thevarajan, a
mother and daughter dental
team, when they moved into the
centre on July 14.

Ranee, Shirani's mother, was
qualified and employed in Sri
Lanka, and has since worked in
Nigeria and the United Kingdom,
before coming to Australia 11
years ago. They live in Temple-
stowe.

Shirani received her education
in Melbourne at Fintona Girls’
School, and after experiencing
dentistry through her mother,
decided that she, too, wanted to
become a dentist.

Shirani has a particular
interest in promoting oral health
and hygiene throughout the
community. “I plan to go around
to schools and groups and
explain the importance of oral
health, and make people more
aware of it. | really believe that
it’s very important for every-
one.”

Mother and daughter are
thrilled to be working in
Warrandyte. “We're hoping to be
here for life. Warrandyte’s just
such a beautiful place, we've
always loved it. The surround-
ings are so natural, and there’s
a great community atmosphere.
This surgery is our life invest-
ment.”

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO

= write a script for a courtroom
drama?
« design a launch machine?
« predict where meteorites will
land with pinpoint accuracy?
« re-write Romeo and Juliet as a
modern soap opera?
= design and construct an
educational pinball machine?
Over the last six years, groups of
Warrandyte Primary School
students have been doing such
exciting things. These are typical
of the challenges that are taken up
by primary students from across
Victoria in Monash University's
Tournament of Minds.
Teams of seven year 5 and 6 students from
Warrandyte Primary School will compete again
this year. The team will have six weeks to work on
their “long term problem”—this year there is an
English literature problem whereby “quotations”
battle “slang” ina bid to save the English language
and a maths/engineering problem to make a
“ruby” glow for exactly one minute without using
any commerical switches. The teams then present
their response to the challenge at Monash
University during the first weekend of September.
As if that is not enough to strain the brain, the
teams then go behind locked doors to answer
some creative spontaneous problems. These
can be things like “name five consequences of
having no sun”. An answer of “your surname
would die out” scores higher than “it would be
dark all of the time”! In all of the challenges

children are encouraged to think critically and
creatively as individuals forming a team.

Tournament of Minds is just one of the many
extra-curricular activities offered by Warrandyte
Primary School to broaden the skills and experi-
ence of the students. Fiona Wells co-ordinates
Tournament of Minds at Warrandyte Primary
School.

PREP ENROLMENTS

Enrolments are now being taken for Prep classes
in 1998. If you are still deciding where to send
your child and have not been to Warrandyte
Primary, please accept our invitation to come and
have a look around our school.

For tours of the school or any general enquiries
please contact; Warrandyte Primary School,
Forbes Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3537

Your choice of 100 or 400 ASA

Offer expires 27 September 1997 or while stocks last.
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.
35mm 24 exp only. No Limit.

Warrandyte Pharmacy

5 Goldfields Plaza
Warrandyte 3113
Phone 03 9844 2029

P b_uality you can trust




Panel backs
local action

By FIA CLENDINNEN

The State Government-
appointed advisory panel's
rejection of the proposed 24
hour petrol station and Hungry
Jack’s development is a
vindication for the Eltham
Gateway Action Group.

Rob Maclellan, Minister for
Planning, appointed an
independent advisory panel to
prepare a report on the
controversial development
planned for the Main Street of
Eltham by Dallas Price Homes.

The panel’s report released
last month unequivocally
recommends that the minister
refuse the planning permit. “A
development of the style and
scope proposed is totally
inappropriate for this land,” it
says.

The report is also critical of
the design of the proposed
development. “The proposal
verges on awful,” it says. And
“sadly, some of the advantages
attributed to this design move

into the realm of being
offensive.”
Shire president Robert

Marshall, told the Diary he was
delighted by the panel’s report.
“l am very pleased indeed. It's
extremely strongly worded.
Many such panel reports use
moderate language. But this
report was emphatically
opposed to the development.”
EGAG president, Jenni
Mitchell, is also very happy with
the report. “It’s a better result
that I could have hoped for,” she
told the Diary, “because it iden-
tifies the cultural heritage as-

pect of Eltham. It takes into ac-
count the uniqueness of
Eltham.”

The report states, “Eltham
holds a special place in the
social and artistic place of
Melbourne which must never be
lost...it has an import which is
beyond itself.”

But Ms Mitchell is quick to
point out that the battle is not
over. “Since the release of the
panel’s report people have been
ringing me continually and
stopping me in the street to
congratulate me. But | am
finding it difficult to celebrate
until the ink is dry on paper. We
can't be sure of victory. EGAG is
now waiting for a decision from
the minister.”

EGAG has been fighting this
development for 12 months and
their campaign has raised a
huge amount of money.
“Through memberships,
concerts, auctions, raffles,
donations and the hard work of
all our volunteers, we have
raised and spent $25,000,” said
Ms Mitchell.

She also said that if the
minister decides to approve the
proposal EGAG will have to
admit defeat. “There is no other
avenue open to us. But we are
quietly optimistic given that the
report is so strong.”

Sigmund Jorgensen, vice-
president of EGAG and chairman
of the Montsalvat trust fund said
that he hoped that the minister
would respect the findings of the
panel. “It would be totally
irresponsible of the minister to
ignore the expert panel report

and the wishes of the comm-
unity,” Mr Jorgensen told the
Diary.

Mr Marshall said the three
Nillumbik councillors who voted
to oppose the development (Crs
Marshall, Graves and Jennings)
had a meeting with Mr Maclellan
and the minister suggested they
talk to the developer. “We've met
the minister and we got a good
hearing. We have been having
talks with the developer and
they are proceeding very
amicably. We discuss all options,
every one we can possible think
of. We're trying to find common
ground.”

In the May issue of the Diary it
was reported that Crs Marshall,
Graves and Jennings have been
threatened with personal legal
damages of up to $10 million
dollars by the developer.

Mr Marshall said solicitors
acting for Nillumbik council and
Dallas Price Homes were
continuing to exchange letters
but Mr Marshall told the Diary
he is not worried. “We voted to
oppose the development only
after very careful legal advice.
We were advised that no claim
could be successfully made
against us. We're feeling very
secure.”

A spokesperson for Dallas
Price Homes declined to
comment, on either the panel’s
report or the threatened legal
action. “There’s nothing to say,”
she told the Diary. “It's all up to
the minister. We will be willing
to talk after a decision has been
made. But at this stage we're not
in a position to comment.”

LATE NEWS
Council

extends
contract

As the Diary went to press
Nillumbik council announced it
had extended Shell’s contract on
the site by two months.

“I am surprised and dis-
appointed by this,” said EGAG
president Jenni Mitchell

“If a permit was not granted by
August the 30th then both parties
(Nillumbik council and Shell)
could walk away gracefully.”

But Cr Margaret Jennings
defended the step. “It’s given both
of us a breathing space. " she said.
Cr Jennings told the Diary that
when the three councillors who
opposed the development had

met with Mr Maclellan they had |

been told “not to frustrate any
attempts which will aid
negotiation. We didn’t feel
compromised,” she said.

Cr Jennings said that the
minister also wanted them to
consider community ideas for use
of the site.

Nillumbik council has allocated
35,000 to Greg Burgess to develop
a sketch plan for possible building
development.

Mr Burgess is the award
winning architect who designed
the new Eltham library.

“The community has lots of
ideas,” said Cr Jennings, “We've
sent them all to the architect. The
development proposed by Dallas
Price Homes would have created
15 full-time jobs and a number of
part-time jobs.

“We've always got to think
about job losses. The main thing
is to get some other sort of
possibility that will have a low car
impact. We're completely against
intensive traffic use.”

Nick Morris (Picture by Jan Tindale)

Wheeled his way to the top

Ann and Trevor Williams, of Warrandyte
Uniting Church, would like to introduce
you to their nephew Nick Morris, “a very
special and inspiring member” of their

family.

“He grew up in Wangaratta, and by the
age of 16 was in the Victorian Junior
Cricket Squad, an outstanding footballer,
and had great potential as a future
Australian sportsman—his aim to play
Test Cricket at the M.C.G.

“Tragically, at 16, he was thrown from
the pillion seat in a motor cycle accident
and after six months in the Austin
Hospital was discharged to spend the
rest of his life in a wheelchair. The words
from his doctor, ‘Nick, you can do
anything in life except walk’, together
with his own courage and positive
attitude have driven him over the past
10 years to the greatest heights he could
ever have imagined.

“He returned to school as school
captain to complete HSC and continued
his studies at Latrobe University, and
also became a coach of junior, and later
senior Country Week cricket teams.
Having played basketball he took easily
to the wheelchair version and was
emergency for the Barcelona Games in
1992. With continued training he was
selected for the World Championships
in 1994 and was a member of the gold
medal team at Atlanta in 1996.

“He was chosen to be presented with
the key to the City of Melbourne on
behalf of the paraplegic team and he
finally made it to the MCG in the
motorcade procession and celebration
on Grand Final day.

“He has also carved out a career for
hiumself, pioneering with Sandy Blythe
(captain of the Australian team) a
disability management firm where public
bodies and corporations are advised on
buildings and facilities for the disabled.
Their client list to date includes Sydney
Olympics 2000, McDonalds, Grand Prix,
Hoyts Theatres, Melbourne Aquatic
Centre and yes, the MCG. His latest
achievement has been a segment on his
life in Healthy Wealthy and Wise.

“Nickis a living example of what people
can achieve in life, triumphing over great
odds through courage, commitment and
dedication. He was guest speaker at a
breakfast at the Warrandyte Uniting
Church on Saturday July 27."

MANNINGHAM

SPORTING FACILITIES
1997/98 Summer Season

Sporting Clubs and organisations are invited to lodge applications
for use of Council reserves for the 1997/98 Summer season.
Application forms may be obtained by contacting the Sport Liaison
Officer on 9840 7091 and should be returned no later than
Friday 29 August 1997.

Applications received after the above date will not be considered

ENVIRONMENTAL |

T —=miLl '_“' BUILDING
nirrumeixk  SURVEYORS

A division of Nillumbik Shire Council

O Building Permits and Inspections
O Application checking times to suit
your needs
U Inspection times available
Q Specialist advice in mud-brick \
construction
Q Specialist advice on termite protection |
Q Specialist advice on bush-fire protection 1
Nillumbik Environmental
Building Surveyors
Civic Drive, Greensborough
PH: (03) 9433-3111

PO Box 476 Greensborough 3088
FAX: (03) 9452-9559

DENTAL CLINIC

. WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
A CONTINUING DENTAL SERVICE
IN WARRANDYTE

DRSS RANEE &
SHIRANI THEVARAJAN

DENTAL SURGEONS

WARRANDYTE

CONSULTING ROOMS
2 TREZISE STREET
WARRANDYTE 3113

TELEPHONE 9844 0761

WARRANDYTE
VETERINARY CLINIC

Mon-Fri: 9.30-11am & 4pm-6.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am-12 noon

We carry a full
pet product range
Catering for all small animals,

exotics and wildlife.

Dr Derek J. Fairley (s vsq)

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment—PFPhone 9844 3071

RON C. DAY

All quarry products for drives & paths

9844 3329
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Special Diary
Christmas
card ffer!

“Around 5 ACRES —suit horses”

5 N IMMACULATE family home with 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
formal and casual living areas, luxury kitchen, etc... INCLUDES

$395,000

inground pool, various paddocks and a stable

TIMELINES

EARLY SPRING

The Diary 1s publishing a unique set of Warrandyte
Christmas cards this year, featuring Jock Macneish’s

“SERENE SURROUNDINGS”

: ; _ beautiful graphic interpretations of our TIMELINE essay series
ocated on bush 1 ACRE this fine home offers more than : :

I DEALLY
ample accommodation forthe active family... PLUS a superb MUDBRICK
STUDIO and a delightful inground pool... Must be inspected for full

$309,950

S VR SPENCER MARTIN

163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113

9844 1511

by Glen Jameson.
appreciation Each of the six designs represents one of the six seasons
in the Middle Yarra Timelines Calendar, a sequence used
by the Koor1 people before white settlement. They represent:
High Summer, Late Summer, Early Winter, Deep Winter,
Early Spring and True Spring.

Each card, measuring 21cm x 10cm, will feature one of the
designs, printed in black on a distinctive background colour
representing each season. Inside will be the message ‘Season’s
GLENN MARTIN
9844 3535

JOHN SPENCER

) 3 Greetings’ and a short description of the Timelines concept.
9844 2593

The cards will be packed in sets of 12; two cards for each

season. Matching envelopes will be mcluded.

GLASS
LEADCRAFT
STUDIO

Leadlighting — new

Colin Devenish
MASSAGE
THERAPIST

THE CHAFF SHED
Produce Store
& Pet Supplies

12 ecards for $S12

and repairs — all types 1 98 Melbourne Hill Rd ( = )
of glass, ‘g'/d:l‘m: ghggﬁpli;?fn Warrandyte (WeStEnd) Wlth envelopes
s i T i ‘ Call in and compare
ALSO REPAIRS Varrandyte Myotherapy Clinic r prices
Phone Denis 163 Yarra Street, Warrandyte i | e e e sl e e s e g-( Ty
9844 1496 Phone 9844 4499 Phone 9844 1051 | ORDER FORM |
Mobile: (015) 321 109 Home Visit: 9844 4396 DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 1
I Please deliver ................ sets of ‘Timeline’ Christmas cards to me— I
| |
@ell‘ll( g | |1 A at |
b DD RESS i i b i T N S O I
Peter’s Selection for August : :
* %% *x* Vasse Felix Classic Dry White 1997 | |
(White Wine of the MONtD).....................cooweer. $15.95 ($170 per doz) | | ENCLOSE S . S a .l ($12 per set of 12 cards plus envelopes.)
* %% %% Angoves Sarnia Farm Cabernet Sauvignon 1995 i
(Red Wine Of 1€ MONLD) ....ccovoocovvverrsrinrricrerss $14.95 ($160 per doz) | I My telephone NUMDEr i ...........ccocvvreerereeresrssrrinnns |
*x % %% Milburn Park Reserve Chardonnay 1996........ $10.95 ($120 per doz) | I
* % %% Hardys Insignia Cabernet Shiraz 1995............ $11.95 ($130 per doz) |
MEET THE WINEMAKER ‘ i SICGNED.#8evss imt it s A R A P |

L——-----------------------‘

Peter Harris from WILLOW CREEK, Mornington Peninsula
will be in the store Friday, 22nd August, 4.30-8pm

@ EXPERT Advice TRADING HOURS:

@ FREE Glass Hire with all Party Orders Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm HURRY! We guarantee delivery of cards before Christmas Overseas

® ICE Available Fridat 9am-9pm Mail closes if ordered by August 30.
@ CORPORATE Specialists Saturday 9am-6pm
@ OVER 1000 different varieties of wines Sunday 10am-5pm @ Post orders (with cheques) to: Diary Xmas Card Offer, P.O. Box

209, Warrandyte, 3113 or drop them through the letter slot in the
front door of our office in the Warrandyte Community Centre.

152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3282 e EFTPOS facilities

By Bob Millington MAGAZINES | @ Al profits will go to the Warrandyte Diary Equipment Fund.
and Tony Summers SLETTERS | p g yte Diary Equip
4 "BEI:IOCHURES . ® Further enquiries, call Judy Green on 9844 2096.

Ring 9712 0402




HELENA ALLAN

402-406 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte
Telephone 9844 3463

Goldfields Plaza, Shop 8,

We are specialist Newsagents

—Ask about any newspaper or magazine

we will order in, save, or home deliver the
newspaper or magazine of your choice!

CD-ROMS from 9%

JOIN 'OUR TATTS HOUSE SYNDICATE |

MYQI mmur ﬁll to 7pm

our high
school

Steve Cook is the new assistant
principal at Warrandyte High
School, replacing Mr Graeme
Doig, who recently retired. A
graduate from Melbourne
University, Steve has taught
legal studies, geography,
history, English and sports
education. He comes from
Highvale Secondary College,
and his wish at Warrandyte is
to see each student achieve, at
the highest level, all of their
aims.

Janelle Manley is the school’s
new music teacher. She has
been teaching at Greens-
borough and St Albans
Secondary colleges, and is
studying for her Master of
Education degree at Latrobe
University.

Organ and flute are Janelle's
major instruments, and she
wishes to introduce more
instrumental music to the
school. She has already
organized guitar lessons and
plans to form guitar ensembles
and a school rock band as well
as maintaining the present
traditional ensembles.

Janelle also finds time to help
train the school’s aerobics
squads, who are competing
with success in many
competitions.

Head honchos go round
and round at Rotary

Warrandyte Rotary, which hm been working in the town since 1984, is a very active
group of people who meet every Tuesday, upstairs at the Grand Hotel.
Their new president, John Provan (above rl;g;hl ) is a long term resident of Warrandyte,

as is secretary Peter McDonald (left) who is the national director of the Taxpayers’
Association when he is not involved with Rotary.

They lead an energetic group of Rotarians who enjoy their social activities, whilst
raising funds for community projects.

John Provan can be contacted on 9844 4916.

NILLUMBIK

Planning and Environment Act 1987
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Act 1996

NILLUMBIK PLANNING SCHEME
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
PLANNING SCHEME

Nillumbik Shire Council has prepared a new Nillumbik Planning
Scheme.

The planning scheme affects all of the areas of the municipal
district of the Nillumbik Shire Council.

The planning scheme introduces a new Nillumbik Planning
Scheme as required by the Planning and Environment (Planning
Schemes) Act 1996, including a new format containing selected
State standard provisions from the Victoria Planning Provisions,
a municipal strategic statement, state and local policy
frameworks, standardised zones, overlays, particular provisions
relating to use and development, and a number of administrative
provisions and definitions. The new planning scheme also
incoprorates a number of documents specified in the planning
scheme, and contains new maps applying the standardised
zones and overlays to land within the area covered by the
scheme.

The planning scheme, including incorporated docum e ts and
maps, can be inspected furing office hours (8.30am-4.45pm)

from Thursday 10 July 1997 until Wednesday 10 :ec»tember
1997 at the following locations

Nillumbik Shire Council, Civic Drive, Greensborough
Department of Infrastructure, Level 3 Plaza
Collins Street, Melbourne 3000.

Submissions about the planning scheme must be sent to

Mr Barry P Rochford, Chief Executive Officer, Nillumbik
Shire Council, PO Box 476 Greensborough, Vic 3088 by
WEDNESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 1997.

Owners and occupiers may make submissions. A submission
may include a request that a State standard provision be

included in or deleted from the planning scheme, but cannot
request a change to the terms of any state standard provi
A submission can be made on any of the ‘local provisions
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Barry P Rochford
Chief Executive Officer

WE’RE PUTTING
HEALTH and FITNESS
BACK INTO WARRANDYTE

HEALTH and FITNESS CONSULTANCY

PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO

Drop in or call Chris and Leanne on 9844 3577
Upstairs at 266 Yarra Street
Warrandyte (the bridge shops)




WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL
PRESENTS

m]@s
iserablés
THE CONCERT

AUGUST 27—SEPTEMBER 7
1997

PREFERENTIAL BOOKINGS

o 9844 2749

WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE
CNR WARRANDYTE & ALEXANDER ROADS, WARRANDYTE

oo

Carray B usiness Services

= Secretarial Service

Giovanna = Book Keeping
= | aser Printing
9 Alan Place = Fax Service

Warrandyte, 3113
Phone 9844 4755
Fax 9844 4758

24 Hours

Mobile 0411 104 755

= Word Processing
= Submissions
= Editing / Proof Reading

GEOFF FELTHAM
WALL & FLOOR TILER

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 018 386 520

4 H ® A <d«9a4 = © >

/\/

A RER A ~SERENTY

VIDEO

HIRE ONE
LATEST RELEASE
GET ONE FREE
WEEKLY MOVIE

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113
PHONE 9844 0544

10am-9»m SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
10am-10pm FRIDAY TO SATURDAY

-4« H ® A <-4 = © »r

MELBOURNE SUBURBS

9439 6303 or 9844 2108 or mobile 018 33 4006
17 Houghton Road, Warrandyte

A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR. (ENG)

TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN

@ Pruning & Tree Removals @ Tree Surgery
® Stump Removal @ Muiching Services
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL INSURANCE, FREE QUOTES

9844 1161 — 0412 101 759

Only a mug would
believe such tosh

[
|
‘ 66 HEY shall be
false, envious, full
of debate and law.
They be great
[ eaters of bread
and flesh and they shall have
stinking breath.”

Now this is not something I'd
like to get around, but if it is part
of my horoscope, how can I
possibly deny it?

A dear friend, who used to live
in England, kindly gave our
family some Portmeirion mugs.
But they are not just ordinary
mugs. They are black and the
important thing is that they
have magic printed in gold on
their surfaces.

Now everyone knows that the
printed word is truth.

It follows therefore, like night
follows day, that the information
on our mugs must be correct,
not just because it’s printed in
gold, but because it’s ‘olde’ and
we all know that if information
about magic or astrology was
written in the past it must be
true. If not, why would all those
people go to the old tomes to
| find the answer? We do it with

the law; just look at all those old

leather-bound books and all that
precedence.

We also do it for recipes—
apple curd and bread and butter
pudding—to name but a friendly
few.

Because astrology is involved
with the non-scientific method-
ology, it is logical that we go

| back to what was written before
our minds and books were
polluted by the sceptical
scientific method.

A search through the dusty
hand-written texts will reveal

),
%

AN,
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truths we have fought hard to
forget whilst worshipping at the
feet of our new god—logic.

So, over a cup of magical tea
from our mystical mugs, Herself
and | pondered the inscriptions
on her mug and mine.

For starters, it's not just
through luck or love or hard
work that our marriage has
survived for thirty years but the
fact that—Herself a Scorpio and
I, a Capricorn—are compatible.
I'm also compatible with
Gorgeous Creature, a Tauran,
which almost places us in
danger of becoming a Greek
tragedy!

It gets a bit complicated as far
as our friends are concerned
because I'm likely to be at odds

with an Arian, a Libran or a
Cancerian, whilst Herself can be
friendly with a Cancerian or
Piscian but not with a Leo, an
Aquarian or a Tauran—
remember Gorgeous Creature?
It's just lucky we're anti-social
and keep to ourselves, because
living in a group larger than two
or three would be impossible.

In our normal affable way,
Herself and | read out—aloud—
mug facts that seemed
particularly appropriate.

I was hypersensitive to the
dangers inherent in this
operation and dismissed the
negative aspects of her
predestined personality. Things
like her being “a prattler without
modesty, a lover of murder,
thievery, a promoter of
seduction and a big heavy thief,
as wavering as the wind”.

I also pooh-poohed as
obviously wrong the inform-
ation that occupations suited to
her are “tyrant, conqueror,
generals and all who have
command over others”. I scoffed
at their suggestion that the
lower types of Scorpio would be
gunners, butchers or hangmen.
From the mug, it appears that a
successful third-age occupation
would be a maker of swords,
knives or a spy or traitor.

It was firstly my consideration
for her feelings that I kept to
myself the facts mentioned
about her valour, honour,
compassion, eroticism, passion
and perseverence.

After we'd made up, dried
tears and discussed the whole
thing as nonsense mumbo-
jumbo, I just let slip that my mug
was no less flattering. For

example | am supposed to be
profound in imagination, in my
words reserved, in labour
patient, studious and solicitous,
cunning in curing leather, wise
in counselling and well able to
keep counsel. With occupations
I would make a good miner,
maltster, shepherd and cow
keeper.

I left the room to stony silence.
I returned to a grinning Scorpio
prattler. She was holding my
mug.

“You left out a few facts,” she
cooed. “For example, with
occupations you left out night
farmer, scavenger and robber.”

“A mere oversight,”  retorted.

“And what about being heavy,
malicious and full of
covetousness and...?”

“Rubbish.”

“Oo and quarrelsome, fretful,
austere, avaricious, envious and
a condemner of women.”
“l am not a condemner”—what
does it mean?”

“It means ‘to despise or treat
with disregard’.”

“Nonsense. That’s just the sort
of thing a Scorpio woman would
fabricate. Since when have | ever
condemned you? And don'’t rely
on stupid astrology to score
cheap points. From now on
these mugs are never to be
used.”

I knew the penny had dropped
when after putting away the
mugs, Herself, now more herself,
said, “Let's leave all that
silliness. Now, would you like
some bread and meat
sandwiches? They might just
help fix your bad breath!”

ROGER KIBELL

Gallery

Proprietor: Jan Voller

The Claypot

Featuring locally handcrafted pottery reflecting
the unique character of Warrandyte.
Handcrafted Jewellery, Leatherwork, Ceramics, Figurines,
Australian animals, Paintings of Outback Australia,
Wide range of Australian dried flowers.

OPEN EVERY DAY 12-5 SATURDAY 10-5
Phone: (BH) 9844 3349
272 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE (Next to P.0O.)

(AH) 9844 3037

License No. 32026

phone: 9844 2477
facsimile: 9844 2511

HARVEY

world
For all your travel arrangements
* Travel Accessories % Luggage

* Lonely Planet Books
2 Webb Street, Warrandyte

travel

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm
Saturday 10am-2pm




Wandering a wondertful
world in my dreaming

WAS lost, wandering

without direction in a

landscape changed yet

somehow so familiar.

Eventually, after climbing
to the top of a high ridge, I knew
at last where | was.

I recognized the massive
sweeping bend of the river
cradled in the craggy arm of an
imposing cliff. This was Pound
Bend. | had seen it many times
before, but never, never like this.

Sweeping aside swards of
head-high spear grass, | made
my way downhill through groves
of golden-tip bush peas to the
river's edge. How wide the river
was here and how clear. With
cupped hands | scooped up
some water and tentatively took
a sip. The taste was pure and
sweet.

The vegetation along the river
seemed different or perhaps it
was just that it was so tall and
lush.

I ran my hand down the
gnarled and twisted trunk of one
of the bottlebrush trees. There
was no doubt that these trees
were very old indeed.

Where the canopy opened the
river widened even further.
Here, in small residues of sandy
soil amongst the maze of rocks,
I found forked sundews—a plant
I had never seen in Warrandyte
before, although there is a
record of its existence in the
area decades ago.

The narrow two-pronged
leaves of these curious
carnivorous plants are fringed
with sticky glandular hairs to

Playing
around

HINGS DO go bump in
the night. Mostly we
don’t give them a
second thought. But
every now and then
there’s areal heartstopper. Most
of the run-of-the-mill thumpy
bumps are comforting remind-
ers that we are not the only
possoms on the planet.

However there’s nothing run-
of-the-mill about a large
brushtail falling out of a tree. Or
his spine chilling Hhaarggghh! as
he ambushes unsuspecting
passers-by from a low branch in
the dead of night. Or the
mangled and blood-curdling
screams of one of his tiny
relatives being mercilessly
throttled, probably by some-
body's darling pussycat.
Occasionally an owl floats softly
down to pluck a ringtail from our
roof.

The clatter of scrabbling claws
and squealing bumps skates
rapidly along the corrugated tin
as the huge bird powers off into
the night. Some of nature’s
sound effects are pretty
gruesome.

Once we were kept awake for
hours by a loud scraping noise
inside the house. Intriguing, but
not intriguing enough for
anyone to brave the cold and

DENTIST
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ensnare small flying insects. The
insects, digested by enzymes in
the gluey solution, provide the
plant with the dietary
supplement it needs to survive
in such nutrient-lacking soils.

Drawn as if by a magnet, |
clambered over rocks to a
slender single-stemmed plant
with glistening fairy floss pink
flowers.

There must have been at least
50 of the tiny flowers spiralling
up the stem like some ornate
staircase. This was ladies
tresses, an orchid teetering on
the brink of extinction in the
Melbourne area, where it is only
known from the Frankston area.

Turning away from the sunlit
rock garden, the discoveries
continued. Another orchid, this
one growing at the base of a
eucalypt tree.

It was, unmis-takably, the
flying duck orchid so called
because in profile the contorted
configuration of its polished
marooned petals and sepals
resemble a caricature of Donald
Duck. The duck-like look is
purely incidental, the design of
the flower is to attract and trap
insects for pollination.

A billabong had formed in a
low-lying depression of the
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floodplain. A thicket of paper-
barks marked its boundary and,
floating on the surface of the
water like snowflakes, the
tissue-thin white flowers of
hundreds of swamp lilies. A
sight reminiscent of a picture
postcard Kakadu wetland. To
relieve my hunger, | uprooted a
few water ribbons and munched
on their fleshy tubers.

Dusk descended. On a bed of
soft she-oak needles, | lay down
to rest drifting in and out of
sleep. Scufflings in the
undergrowth heralded a
bandicoot closely followed by a

larger cat-sized, brown and
white spotted animal with a long
furry tail. Was it possible? Could
this be the legendary tiger
quoll? The animals were curious
but unafraid.

Sleep was accompanied by
nightmares of war. Warrandyte
was being invaded. Armies of
weeds had gathered forces and
advanced on the bush,
overpowering the natives.
Troops of rabbits, equipped
with powerful incisors and
sharp claws, were raiding the
land. And the river, muddied and
strangled by willows, was held
captive at its headquarters by a
monstrous concrete wall.

By first light I was on the move
again, relieved to find that
nothing had changed from the
night before. | headed away from
the river towards the hills,
towards one in particular—the
highest on the horizon. The
climb was slow and gradual. The
view from the top to the
mountains of the Great Divide
was stunning. Only one hill in
Warrandyte offered such a
view—Scotchman’s Hill. If this
was that hill then it was
unrecognizable. Where were the
houses, the roads, the grotesque
tangle of weeds?

As | gazed at the distant
mountains seeking an answer to
this conundrum, a mist came
down like a veil between the sun
and the earth leaving me
stranded on the tidal zone of
dreams. The gentle waves of
sleep receded as consciousness
returned.

possum on roofs and
the living room rug

By MARILYN MOORE

check it out. Next morning we
faced a mound of rubble on the
kitchen bench. Bits of brick,
woodshavings, ground-up
mortar, larger woodchips. What
the hell had been going on?

The conical shape of the pile
suggested that gravity had
played a significant part in its
creation. Looking upwards to
the ceiling there was nothing to
see at first. Then we noticed the
hole.

Neatly carved along the line
between a solid oregon fascia
and a double brick wall, it could
have admitted an invading army.
An army addicted to orange
peel, banana skins (with banana
attached), and, as it transpired,
Ratsack.

A long-ago midnight visitor
was the scariest. I'd sat quietly
sewing within an elliptical

swathe of yellow lamplight,
while the rest of the house slept
deep in inky blackness. The only
sound was the muted ticking of
the clock.

CRASH! Someone was
stumbling about in our lounge
room. Terrified, | held my
breath, ears straining, but it was
difficult to distinguish his
muffled thuumps from my
thudding heartbeat. Boldly I
flung open the door and,
pretending to ignore the
possibilities lurking amongst the
shadows, marched bravely into
the blackness.

“OK, what’s going on in here?”

Nothing. No breath, no
movement. Eyes gradually
adjusting to the dark, I could
discern shattered pottery on the
hearth bricks. Pottery frag-
ments and glass shards glisten-
ed from the carpet. Something
awful had spilt on the hearth
rug, leaving dark malodorous
stains. Someone was hiding in
that room and the light switch
was on the far wall. Those few
steps seemed like one of the
longest journeys of my life.

‘Someone’ turned out to be the
most massively enormous
brushtailed possum. His
equilibrium had been severely
disturbed by what appeared to

have been a little trip a la Santa
down our chimney. Coaxing him
with food proved useless. | tried
to shoo him outside. Big
mistake. He immediately lost all
remaining capacity for rational
thought, launched into a high-
speed circuit of the room,
knocked over anything still
standing and avoided the open
door for all he was worth.

The clatter caused by his own
crashing about only fuelled his
frenzy. When a stand of wrought
iron fire tools clanged resound-
ingly onto the hearth bricks, he
launched himself ceilingwards
and clung there, shakily gripping
a wooden post. Something
trickled downwards and the
penny suddenly dropped in
relation to the foul stains on the
hearth rug.
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Of course, when a neighbour |
arrived to render assistance, the

villain-of-the-piece added insult
to injury by taking one look at
him and making straight for the
open front door. (I probably
could have managed to look
pretty fierce myself if someone
had phoned me at that hour.)
Predictably, nobody believed
in this flesh-and-blood phan-
tom'’s reign of terror. So it looks
as though we'll have to keep our
real ghost stories to ourselves.
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Registered Tax Agent (ELS)
Business & Management Adviser
(Business, Partnership, Companies,
Trusts & D.LY. Super Funds)

TAX ™

ACCOUNTANTS

Financial Planning (Count Financial Group)
¢ Investments/Reviews ¢ Bus/Home Loans
* Retirement & Rollovers e Leasing
* Income Protection * Tax Effective Investments

For appointment at Research/Warrandyte

Phone: 9437 1034 all hours

JOHN G. TONG ve: ccos s

Certified Practising Accountant

'SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS
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NURSERY NOW FULLY STOCKED

Come and browse around...

3-4 ft CAMELLIAS...$11.00 * Assorted SHRUBS 15cm
pots...$4.00-$5.50 * Assorted 9-12 ft TREES...$20.00
Many other varieties available at discount prices!

RON C. DAY
9844 3329—9844 1568
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g% NURSERY %%((o PICK UP & DELIVEHY
K OIL SHOP 7 DAYs A WEEK

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE
“FORALL YOUR BUILDING & GARDENING SUPPLIES’
What's Thia?

@ The Club Store

Classic 1930s club suites 3 seater couch, 2 chairs,
2 foot stools, 2 scatter cushions (all sprung)

$1575

0ld World rocking horses, carved wooden furniture, etc

FACTORY OQUTLET
SHOP 1, 108 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE

OPEN 7 DAYS 9844 4418

10.30am-5pm (aH) 9844 4023
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will take care of all your design and
printing needs

(1 Brochures

~—1 v N

7 Corporate 1.D.

(3 Business Cards 1 Catalogues
O Letterheads 3 Annual Reports
O Business Forms 3 Printing

Call Jenny Pike now to discuss your ‘ ‘
particular requirements |

9722 1885

(Fax: 9722 1952) |

Jenigraphics Pty Ltd 16 Arunga Drive Wonga Park 3115 |

WE ALSO RUN AN ALL

TRUEWOOD CONSTRUCTIONS

[F YOU NEED A BUILDER:
M for renovatiens and extensions
M to tender on architectural projects

B for steep or difficult sites (incl. Pole homes)
M for design and environmental homes
CALL PAUL JENKINS ON

9844 1281 or 0418 387 119

TRADE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS!

For the best pre-school start come to:

YARRA WARRA PRE-SCHOOL

184 RESEARCH-WARRANDYTE ROAD
NORTH WARRANDYTE

A happy tradition of improving education
for three and four year olds

Phone Nicole on 9844 3308 to arrange a visit




ARE YOU PREPARED
TO LIVE IN THE
BUSH?

Have all your questions in

relation to preparing your home

and family to withstand bushfire
answered by CFA at the Home Show

August 16-24, 1997
at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre

Open from 11am-10pm every day (except Sunday when it closes at 7pm)

Whether you already live in a high
fire risk area or are considering
building or moving, CFA's display
can provide vital information for
your safety. Research has shown
that the majority of people living on
the outskirts of Melbourne are not
prepared to withstand bush fire.

Be prepared. Visit CFA at the
Home Show and learn how:

B Garden layout and fire resistant

plants can reduce the risk to

your home

M Community Fireguard works

W The right equipment can
prepare you to fight a fire

B To make your own risk

assessment and prepare your

home accordingly

B Minor modifications can help

resist fire .

B New home design and siting

can make all the difference

Learn how to survive
bushfires—that’'s the CFA
message to the many thousands
who live in the high fire-risk
areas around Melbourne.

A great way to get answers is
to visit the CFA display—"Fire:
are you prepared to live in the
bush?"—at the Commonwealth
Bank Home Show in August.

The January fires sparked a
burning question for residents
of the bushfire belt around the
metropolitan area: how can I
protect my family and my home?

After a series of fire-free
summers, the devastating
bushfires in late January cost
three lives and destroyed 40
homes. There was an immediate
avalanche of calls to CFA from
anxious people wanting to know
how to protect themselves and
their homes.

While giving advice and
sending out printed information
to individuals, CFA also:

® Ran a bushfire survival
phone-in on Radio 3LO over two

| days.
® Held a series of research-
discussion groups with

| residents of bushfire areas—Mt.
Dandenong, Tremont, Olinda,
Sassafras, Kallista, Upwey, The
Basin and Kalorama.

The aims were to continue to
get more survival information
out into the community, to see
if people were alert to the
danger and find out what kind
of advice people want.

The phone-in raised a wide
range of questions and issues
such as fire-resistant trees and
shrubs; neighbours failing to
clear fire hazards; advice on
deciding to stay or go when fire
is coming, as well as ways of
| making house and property safe.

Fire safety at
Home Show

“Hills residents in the research
groups recognise that CFA can’t
have a fire truck at every home
threatened by bushfire because
they know the crews must battle
the fire’'s main front,” said CFA
director of risk management,
John Nicholson.

“Even so, many houses that
burn down don’t catch alight
until after the main fire has been
through.”

The research shows that most
residents clear gutters and get
rid of branches, long grass and
leaves from around the house,
but only when a bushfire is
imminent. Many don’t want to
clear a lot of bush because that
defeats the main purpose of
living in natural surroundings.

People in the discussions were
keen on starting Community
Fireguard groups—where
neighbours band together in
small self-reliant groups. With
CFA advice and support, these
groups work on fire precautions
and plan survival.

Many people in the Ferny
Creek district have told CFA that
they did not realise they were at
risk until the fire arrived on
January 21. This is not
surprising, as there is a 15 to 20
per cent turnover in the
Dandenongs population each
year, meaning many residents
had not experienced a bushfire.

“There is deep concern
because dry conditions so far
point to a much higher fire risk
next summer compared with
last summer,” John Nicholson
said.

Rainfall in parts of Victoria so
far this year is much lower even
than in the 1982 drought which
was the lead-up to the
catastrophic Ash Wednesday

fires in February 1983.

This points to extremely high
danger in the next bushfire
season, only a few months away.
“Winter is no time to be
complacent about bushfire,” he
said.
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