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Warrandyte will get its 
long-awaited library-
but it will be a "virtual li-
brary without walls", op-
erated electronically by 
computers. 

The lib rary will operate from 
"web-point kiosks" located in 
the book exchange room at the 
community centre and in the 
IGA supermarket in the West 
End Shopping Centre. 

Members will l:>e able to ac-
cess the catalogue of books on 
the screen, make a selection 
and arrange delivery to an ad-
ministration facility at the com-
munity centre. Book return bins 
will be provided. 

The library will operate ini-
tially as a pilot project as soon 
as possible in the new year and 
has been supported by 
Manningham council and 

Whitehorse Manningham Re-
gional Library Corporation, 
which will establish and main-
tain the service. 

The corporation's chief ex-
ecutive, Ian Boag, told the Di-
ary that the virtual library was 
"fairly innovative, somewhat 
experimental, which has cre-
ated a high level of interest 
among your community". 

"Your people are keen and 
there's a high level of computer 
ownership in that neck of the 
woods. 

"The virtual library planned 
for Warrandyte is not happen-
ing in that form anywhere else." 

The creation of library ser-
vices in Warrandyte follows ac-
tion last year by local resident 
Anthea Philipou, a former li-
brarian, who initiated a petition 
to the council to establish a li-
brary in Warrandyte. 

The petition attracted more 
than 700 signatures in a few 

weeks. A survey in The Austra-
lian newspaper showed that 
Warrandyte boasts the greatest 
number of potential book-buy-
ers per capita in Australia. 

Council asked the regional li-
brary corporation, based in Box 
Hill, to investigate. The high 
cost of establishing a real li-
brary here-estimated at 
$878,000 plus an annual cost of 
$ 182,000-led the corporation 
to study alternatives. 

"Manningham council asked 
us to explore the notion of a vir-
tual library and we used a con-
sultant to prepare a report on 
how to introduce it," Ian Boag 
said. 

At the moment, anyone with 
Internet access can get the 
corporation's home page and 
search the library's catalogue. 
But that's all. Under the pilot 
scheme, library members will 
be able to select or reserve a 
book. 
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go on-
Book deliveries will be made 

to the community centre and 
external bins will be provided 
at the community centre and 
the supermarket for 24-hour 
return of books. 

The pilot scheme is expected 
to cost the council $123,700. 

Council's report on the pilot 
virtual library project states : 
"The impact of the successful 
implementation of the pilot 
would be significant in that it 
would provide the community 
with a far greater level of access 
to library services than is pres-
ently available and serve as a 
basis for evaluating and provid-
ing add-on features such as 
home delivery services at an 
acceptable cost if required." 

Manningham council has ap-
plied for a grant !or the pilot 
project from the federal govern-
ment under the Regional Devel-
opment Grant Program. 

"The project meets a number 

ol the criteria under this grant 
program , particularly those fo-
cused on delivering improved 
services to regional areas. 

"The structure developed to 
support this pilot project would 
be easily replicated in many 
others throughout regional 
Australia," council's report 
states . "The manager, social 
and community services, has 
indicated that feedback from 
the recent youth forum held by 
council has confirmed that the 
concept is welcomed and 
would be supported by the 
youth of the area. 

"Delegates at the forum indi-
cated a strong interest to par-
ticipate in the evaluation of the 
pilot project should it proceed." 

"There will be no charge for 
members accessing the cata-
logue or for delivery of books,· 
Mr Boag said . "The normal 
charge of S l for reserving a 
book will apply." 
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• A Virtual library's a library 
you get when you're not 
getting a library, Ock!' 
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RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 

Lunch, Morning and Afternoon Tea 
Dinner served most nights with 

our regular group Jazz Spectrum Trio 
Book now for your Christmas Celebration 

For further infonnation phone 9844 2270 

GALLERY 
A wide range of Australian made crafts 
including pottery, glassware, paintings, 

meta/craft and woodwork. Gift vouchers are 
available and make a great Christmas present. 

Open daily from 1 0am-5pm 
For enquiries 9844 3078 

321 JUMPING CRllK ROAD, WARRANDYTE 3 t 13 
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A fast reliable Courier Service 
right at your door 
SAME DAY 

PICKUP & DELIVERY 
\X'arrandyte-to/ from just about anywhere 

in the greater Melbourne area 

0411 417 820 

All warmth and wobbles, 
their Poppy comes home 

This is a lovely story, a 
lar cry from the scur-
rilous and smutty stuff 
which too olten taints 

this column. It 's about Poppy 
the dog and, if y9u live within 
about a kilometre radius of 
Somers Road in North 
Warrandyte, you ' ll probably 
know she got herself lost. 
Owner Ben Robertson, who 
shares Poppy's boundless affec-
tion with his partner Lisa Young 
and young Banjo, hopped on 
his pushbike when the pooch 
disappeared and letterboxed 
the area with the following com-
puter print-out: "Have you seen 
Poppy? Our dog Poppy is lost . 
Sh e is a very wobbly black 
( white colla r) two-yea r -o ld 
kelpie cross. She is a bit dis-
abled and can't walk properly. 
She is wearing a studded collar 
and a red flea collar. Please let 
us know ii you saw her yester-
day (Sunday, November 29) 
when she went missing. We 
would really, really appreciate 
it. Our phone number is 9844 
4275. Many thanks lrom Ben, 
Lisa and Banjo." Ben then rode 
home and the family sat by the 
phone and waited . And waited. 
And waited. 

Three-and-a-bit days 
on , hope had been all 
but abandoned. Then 
bingo! A ca ll lrom a 

Nillumbik ranger. Yeah, Poppy 
was there, alive and well. And 
the story unfolded. A bloke we 
know only as Chris, of Wonga 
Road, Warranwood , had seen a 
dog that Sunday lying on her 
back with her legs in the air in 
the middle of Research Road, 
near Bradleys Lane. Traffic was 
whizzing by and Chris assumed 
she'd bee n hit by a car. He 
picked her up, put her in his 
truck and drove her to a mate's 
place- a mate who just hap-
pens to be a vet . A thorough 
medical revealed no physical 
damage, just a case of the 
wobbles. Poppy, you see, has a 
lesion in the cerebellum, that 
part of the brain which coord i-
nates movements. The vet put 
Poppy up lor a couple of nights 
while a search for her owners 
was mounted . The trail led, via 
Nillumbik council's dog regis-
tration records , to a joyful, tear-
ful reunion in Somers Road . 

IN RED & WHITE 
I 

No prizes for guessing, but 
want to take a stab at the 
gender of this koala 
photographed in the state 
park at Pound Bend? Okay, 
we 'll give you a clue: you'd 
have to be nuts to say it's a 
girl. 

Right, now back to that 
. smut we were talking 

about. Having recently 
retired , a benign 

couple of this town (a couple 
who shall be nameless to pro-
tect the innocent) decided that 
golf would be a nice healthy 
pursuit to pursue in their now-
copious leisure hours. And as 
luck would have it , as they 
browsed the Lions Club Op 
Shop one day last month they 
came across a golf video called 
Classic Swings. Just the sort of 
beginner's manual they needed! 
So they paid their $5, took their 
video home and decided they'd 
invite another couple (of simi-
lar age and interests, and pillars 
of one ol the local churches) 
over to watch it with them. Oh 
dear. The video turned out to 
be a dirty wolf in sheep's cloth-
ing, a very blue movie called 
Hot Bodies. Glenyse Riches had 
no hesitation refunding the $5 
when the couple returned the 
!lick to the Op Shop next day. 

Inspired by that mi sad-
. venture, we furtively 

browsed the Op Shop 
shelves on the olf 

(very olO chance that someone 
had slipped a copy of that porn 
classic Debbie Does Dallas (or 
Debbie Does Salad, it's sequel 
for dyslexic vegetarians) into a 
cover as innocuous as, say, 
Synchronised Swimming With-
out Waterwings. No luck. 

Stage One of a crusade 
. to give local poli ce-

woman Kim Dixon a 
very expensive haircut 

is up and running. And, ii you ' ll 
pardon a pathetic attempt at a 
pun, it's a corker! Warrandyte 
RSL Club, which has actively 
contributed to the last two 
Crop A Cop campaigns lor the 
cancer kids, has bottled a very 
fine Rutherglen port, sales of 
which will be the basis ol the 
appeal lor the $10,000 price Se-
nior Constable Dixon has put on 
her head to be shorn next year. 
The port is on sale now at 
Warrandyte Cellars and Gold-
lields Cellars at just $9.50 a 
bottle. Any cheaper and they'd 
be giving it away. The bottle it-
self is a genuine collector's 
item, Kim's "mugshot" appear-
ing on a magnificent label de-
signed and produced by North 
Warrandyte graphic artist Carl 
Hammond. So let's all drink to 
Kim and one of the worthiest of 
all causes. 

When their women's 
. midweek tennis final at 

the local courts was 
washed out, Sue 

Shepherd 's Warrandyte team 
decided they'd knock off the 
celebratory bottle or wine 
they'd brought along even ii 
they had nothing to celebrate. 
Unfortunately, they had no 
corkscrew. They could see one 
through the grille of the un-
manned bar, but how to get to 
it without a key? Well, being the 
slimmest of her lot, Sue would 
squeeze between the bars and 
I etch it. Or would she? Or would 
she get stuck hallway and see 
herself on the TV news that 
night being cut lree by some 

kindly fireman? Very nearly, but 
Sue must have been pretty 
thirsty because she took on 
those bars and made it . Just. 
And as they sipped the last of 
that wine another team walked 
in , one of whose number 
pushed open the unlocked hall-
door beneath the grille, ducked 
under into the bar and came out 
with another corkscrew to open 
the bottle she'd brought. Sue 
will try it that way next time. 

Joan MacMahon is 
quite excited about de-
velopments in the na-
tive garden she so lov-

ingly nurtures at the commu-
nity centre. "For the last lew 
years I've been encouraging lo-
cal native grasses," she says . 
"One patch I'm particularly 
proud of started with a few 
small tussocks of Poa and Kan-
garoo Grass . It's now enor-
mously enlarged by sell-genera-
tion , and I'm even finding other 
native grasses have invited 
themselves in. Imagine this on 
a larger scale and you have a 
picture of what parts of 
Warrandyte looked like before 
the ground plants were cleared 
away. To my delight, Austral 
Indigo has lreely sell-sown 
among the grasses and will 
soon poke its delicate loliage 
above the sward." Joan sug-
gests you look left as you drive 
out of the community centre 
carpark. II there's a breeze 
blowing the scene is even more 
delightful , she says. 

Just when we thought 
. we had a Neil Dusting-

free Page 2 up he bobs 
with a cheque for $10 

to cash over the RSL Club bar 
lor his nephew, Senior Con-
stable Steve Farrar, who'd ac-
quired it on a recent trip to 
Canada. He pocketed the 10 
bucks-even though the Cana-
dian dollar is worth only half of 
ours. Still , Neil was long over-
due for a win. 

Good heavens! Is this 
. the end of 1998 as we 

know it? Afraid so . 
Bless you all and may 

your Christmas and New Year 
be beyond compare. And 
thanks for your support. We'll 
always wear it. 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 
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THE GRACE OF GOD 



Bushfire preparation.~s 
'b _="_ yet' 

.-.~» But Linton tragedy brings local 
~-. fire situation into sharp focus 

By CLIFF GREEN 
Local CFA officials believe 
Warrandyte went into the 
last fire season better 
prepared than ever be-
fore. 

"Early seasonal indicators, 
combined with the El Nino er-
!ect, pointed to a severe lire 
season," CFA liaison o!ficer Jeff 
Adair told the Diary. "However, 
rain over January and February, 
coupled with the lack of strong 
winds contributed significantly 
in reducing the actual risk." 

Jerr also believes that 
Warrandyte's response, follow-
ing brigade street meetings and 
high involvement with Commu-
nity FireguaTd played a decisive 
role in heightening community 
awareness. 

"And this awareness led to ac-
tion," Jeff Adair said. "We ob-
served residential properties 
being cleaner than previous 
summers and joint endeavour 
by neighbours in being better 
prepared for fire, and therefore 
reducing the risk." 

There are now 50 Community 
Fireguard groups within 
Warrandyte. This is the highest 
number of Fireguard groups of 
any community in Victoria. 

"This means Warrandyte is 
now better positioned to re-
spond to the possibility or a 
bushfire in surrounding areas," 
Jeff Adair said. 

pect to gain a number or new 
volunteers. 

"In many parts of Warrandyte, 
ruel reduction burns are prohib-
ited, so a number of people col-
lected free council ruel reduc-
tion tip passes at the expo. 
These are still available at 
Warrandyte !ire station, 
Manningham counci l and Infor-
mation Warrandyte. 

''Perhaps the most urgent task 
!acing residents in the immedi-
ate future is reducing line fuels 
surrounding their homes. This 
has a significant posit;ve effect 
in negating ignition by ember 
drop during a lire." 

CFA research indicates that 80 
percent of homes are ignited by 

wind-blown embers landing on 
such "fine fuels" as dead leaves, 
long grass, twigs and accumu-
lated litter. 

"By reducing fine fuels, resi-
dents can alter fire behaviour 
and therefore increase their 
personal safety and preserva-
tion of their home. The impor-
tance of this simple precaution 
cannot be stressed enough," 
Jeff Adair said. 

• Warrandyte CFA still offers 
free home safety evaluations 
and advice on summer prepa-
rations and can be contacted 
on 9844 3375 or 0419 877 574 . 

• A time of death and 
destruction-Page 13 

HOT TIPS FROM THE FIREFRONT 
• Review your plan in the 
event of a total fire ban day. Are 
your children clear on what lo 
do to protect themselves? 
• If your children are at school 
during a local fire, they are safe 
and will remain under the care 
of school staff until the incident 
has passed. 
• Remove door mats and place 
them inside or in the middle of 
the driveway on days of total 
fire ban or days of high fire dan-
ger 
• Consider how you might help 
assist others with special needs 
on days of high risk-the eld-
erly, single parents, families 
with spouses at work. 
• Move pets and other animals 
to safer locations on days of 
hrgh fire risk. 
• Remove winter debris from 
beneath your decking. 

• Block your chimney over 
summer lo reduce the entry of 
blowflies and embers. 
• Fill gaps in timber work and 
wall spaces with metal flywire. 
• If you cannot burn or remove 
fine fuels, store them well away 
from your home and cover them 
so they cannot be windblown. 
• Store woollen blankets and 
water in your car over the sum-
mer period. 
• Obtain plastic buckets, 44 
gallon drums, wine barrels, 
drinking troughs for storage of 
water in the event of a water 
shortage. 
• Purchase mops and super-
soaker water pistols for the 
hard-to-get-to places. 
• Cover your skylights with 
wire meshing or protective 
guards. 

All that remained of Victoria's historic first youth hostel at Pound Bend, Warrandyte, 
following the 1991 bushfire. (Picture by Jan Tindale) 

"This summer we still lace a 
similar risk, clue to the below-
average rainfall and a general 
belief that the fire season will 
not be as severe. Due to the 
nature of the environment we 
live in, the overall topography 
ol the area and the complicated 
and poor road networks , 
Warrandyte remains a high-risk, 
lire-prone area. 

"Residents must accept that 
every year is a dangerous year 
in Warrandyte." 

To stay or go? You decide 
The brigade believes that lo-

cal people not involved in 
Fireguard should be seriously 
considering their plans for safe-
guarding themselves and their 
families . 

"The recent successful expo 
at the Warrandyte fire station 
indicated a high level of inter-
est and concern in fire survival 
within the local community," 
Jeff Adair said. "Up to 150 
people attended the informa-
tion sessions aimed at reinforc-
ing information acquired over 
previous years. 

"Many more people obtained 
equipment and observed simu-
lated demonstrations on lire 
behaviour. There were a num-
ber of enquiries regarding bri-
gade membership and we ex-

By CLIFF GREEN 
The CFA believes that deciding 
whether to stay or leave early 
on a day ol high fire risk could 
be the most important decision 
anyone can make. 

"By leaving early, residents 
have the time to make informed 
decisions," Jeff Adair said. 
"Rather than a last-minute, 
panic-stricken !light into uncer-
tain conditions, people will be 
able to assess the situation, 
gather cherished possessions, 
take pets to safety and secure 
their homes with time on their 
side. 

"The alternative could be hor-
rific." 

Late evacuation is fraught 
wi th stress, danger and uncer-
tainties. Past !ire experience 

PETER GARDINER LL.B 
BARRISTER fl SOLICITOR 

For Legal Work including: 
• Property Conveyancing 
• Family Law 
• Court Representation 
• Wills and Estates 
• Sale of Business 

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue 
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Rood) 
West End, Warrandyte 

Ph: 
A.H. 
Fax: 

9844 1111 
9844 1192 
9844 1792 

has shown that many will leave 
at the last moment-when 
smoke and fire is on their door-
step. 

"By leaving late, they may be 
driving into the fire area. Poor 
visibility and an uncertainty as 
to where the lire is coming from 
could result in death. They 
could be involved in a motor 
vehicle accident due to chaotic 
driver behaviour or debris or 
fire over the road and may not 
know whether the road is even 
open . 

"The roads will be crowded 
with emergency vehicles. These 
will be given priority," Jeri Adair 
said . 

A properly prepared home, 
well equipped with static water 
supplies and firefighting tools , 

will offer protection from "the 
primary killer-radiant heat". 

"Many people have lost their 
lives being exposed to radiant 
heat. We have winessed indi-
viduals attempting to fight fires 
dressed in shorts, I-shirts and 
thongs. This is a recipe !or di-
saster. Those intending to stay 
and defend their homes should 
ensure they wear protective 
clothing. 

"Radiant heat is at its most 
extreme during the passage or 
the fire front. It is at this time 
that people intending to stay 
and defend their homes must 
take cover inside their homes 
as radiant heat cannot travel 
through solid objects, such as 
walls." 

Residents who have ignored 

LOUISE J. BRENNAN LLB. 

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 

183 Yarra Street 
Warrandyte Vic 3113 

Telephone: (03) 9844 3085, (03) 9328 3030 
After Hours Mobile: 041 865 913 

ESTABLISHED 1968 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
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all the warnings and failed to 
prepare their homes and prop-
erties against fire may need to 
seek refuge elsewhere . This 
may be a well-prepared 
neighbour's home or, as a last 
resort , one of the designated 
council refuge and emergency 
relief centres. 

"However, there is no guaran-
tee that these centres will be 
open when expected. They may 
not be able to offer the degree 
of safety that residents antici-
pate. 

"U people decide not to stay 
and defend their homes, their 
next best option is to leave 
early, before a fire starts. The 
key 'trigger point' in making 
this decision is the weather 
iorecast: days ol total fire ban 

or forecasts of high tempera-
ture and high wind should be 
heeded." 

Approved 
refuges 
If you decide to evacuate, 
do it well before the fire 
reaches your home. The ap-
proved refuges are: 

• Box Hifl Institute of 
TAFE, Doncaster Campus, 
Deep Creek Drive, East 
Doncaster. 

• St Anne's School, Knee 
Road, Park Orchards. 

• Whitefriars College, 
Park Road, Donvale. 

CONVEYANCING 
$ 3 5 0 (plus disbursements) 

handled personally by 

SOLICITOR 
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH SA LLII 

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET. WARRANDYTE 
ALL OTHER LEGAL MAffiRS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES 

PHONE 9844 4646 - ALL HOURS 



In memory of a milk bar ~t't'" ,., . 
. . r-r .• 

0 ti"' 
e at the Village Milk Bar 

cl ed our doors on Remem-
brance Day alter 10 ears of 
ervice to the 'Mlrrandyte com-

muni . It is a sad ending to a 
milk bar that has been here 
sin e m childhood and possi-
b long before. The town once 
supported six mil bars with 
only one tenth the population. 
Onl one remains. 

Over the IO years we have ex-
perienced with our custo m-
ers-births, deaths. weddings, 
teena ers going for Learner s 
and P plates, people moving 
into the town and leaving. We 
have also acted on more than 
numerous occasions as an in-
formation centre, directing lost 
visitors lo Warrandyte land-
marks.. 

People speak wi th pride that 
they live in Warrandyte, on the 
Yarra, with the bush, and large 
properties, but they forget to 
support the local traders. For 
some now. running out of milk 
or bread and/or other essen-
tials will mean a longer t rip . The 
convenience of popping down 
while the kids are getting ready 
for school, or while their d in-
ners are on, is gone. 

Much more than a milk bar, we 
undertook: many comm unity 
functions-issuing and receiv -
ing keys for Inform ation 
Warrandyte, Neigh bourhood 
House, the community centre, 
h istorical society, the op shop 
and the Lions Club tennis 

Thanks 
I would like to sincerely 

thank everyone for their 
cards, condolences and 

attendance al the hmeral of 
my loved wife Fiona (Fazz), 

passed away September I , 
1998. Once again, thank 

you all. 
Doug Gow 

East Doncaster 

Fondly remembered.: 
Fiona Gow 

Lellers to the Diary on local topics 
are most wela>me Real names are 

preferred_ Pen names can only be used 
ii adl.lal llilllleS and addresses are 

n:luded even · not 'or pubication. 

cou r t s. We t o l er ated being 
abused by p eop l e who had 
booked function rooms and the 
previous booking had not re-
turned keys, lost keys etc. 
These keys were issued two and 
three t imes a day, often at the 
most inopportune times. Our 
reward for this 10 y ear service 
was one bottle of champagne 
and three dinners from the Li-
ons Club. 

Our regrets are to the dimin-
ishing fai thful few who sup-
ported us year after year, and 
the many who we have done 
favours for and "put ii on tick 
·till payday" and some have not 
remembered to return, perhaps 
not reali sing that our narrow 
margin is the difference be-
tween surv ival o r not. 

Perhaps most of all , we shall 
m iss the children who spend 
their 20c and SOc on lollies etc 
with such concentration and 
sincer i ty fo r their purchase, 
and the p r imary school chil-
dren that are thirsty for a drink 
or icy pole on hot days or just 
a glass o f water to get them 
home alter playing on the walk 
from school. 

Shame, shame Warrandyte 
residents, y ou are so proud of 

in Warrandyte 

Sunday 13th December 
8.30pm in Stiggants Reserve 

• OUTBACK CHRISTMAS 
• featuring the music of 
: "Strange Country" 

ENQUIRIES AND 
WET WEATHER VENUE: 
Warrandyte Comrmrity 
Church, 9844 4148 

"The Diary's the best newspaper 
pobttshed in Worrandyte, Ock!" 
·1rs the only newspaper 
published in Worrondyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISING CAll 9844 3819 

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS 

your town that you canrrot see 
it dying around y ou. Shame on 
you for cursing the weekend 
visitors ( tourists). While you 
shop elsewhere they are the 
ones that are keeping the re-
maining few in business. For 
you to remember and some-
thing to ponder on when your 
children ask you, "Why is my 
shop not there anymore?" 

Rob Buckwortb 
YarraSlreet 

{'Ll'l)E & 
O{'liEH. 

'I remember when they used 
to count hundreds and 

thousands out by hand, Ock!' 

Collision at 
crash corner 

There was once again another 
crash on the com er of Stiggant 
and Ya"a streets this weekend 
(22 November) between a Com-
modore (Ringwood bound) and 
a Magna (Melbourne bound). 

The incident occurred in simi-
lar conditions to the previous 
crash, except it was only 3pm. 

Once again the Commodore 
lost control on the slippery sur-
face and careered into the Ma-
gna_ Again no-one was seriously 
injured. 

Quality Reproduction 
Joinery 

Doors & M antelpieces 
lnsens and Renovat ion 

Components 

:f- C 
' CaU 

Culina'Y 
Wwnl 
98443269 

Credit where credit's due 
In reference to an article by 
your reporter, Mr Clinton 
Grybas, on the latest develop-
ments of the multi-purpose sta-
dium to be built at Andersons 
Creek Primary School. As the 
president of the school council 
at the beginning of this project, 
I am disappointed with Mr 
Grybas's continual misrepre-
sentation of the contributions 
by Anderson's Creek Primary 
School. Every time I read an ar-
ticle on this project either writ-
ten by Mr Grybas or reported 
by a spokesperson from the 
basketball c lub, the club ap-
peared to be solely responsible 
for this achievement. Yes, the 
Warrandyte Basketball Club has 
been advocating for an extra 
stadium in Warrandyte for a 
number of years, albeit without 
much success, but it is only due 

to the foresight , persistence 
and hard work by Andersons 
Creek Primary School that this 
project is finally going ahead . 
Mr Grybas's ar ti cles have rel-
egated Andersons Creek Pri-
mary School's contribution to 
just the allocation or "unused" 
land for the stadium. 

To set the record straight , the 
primary school has been the 
lead agency on this project 
rrom the beginning. The princi-
pal , Mr Des McKenzie, and the 
school council have been piv-
otal in establishing this project 
through count less hours of lob-
bying, cons ultations with gov-
ernment, both local and state 
and submissions to the Victo-
rian government Community 
Support Fund. 

Let's give credit where credit 
is due and not confine the 

school's efforts on this project 
to the all ocati on or land. The 
school , with the basketball club 
and other community groups, is 
a stakeholder, however, it is the 
senior partner in this arrange-
ment and it would be beneficial 
to the con tinued goodwill ir Mr 
Grybas , in his reporting, ac-
knowledged the school's major 
contribution to this worthwhile 
communi ty project. 

Jim Paslnl11 
Mopoke Hill Road 

• The Diary rejects these im-
putations. Clinton Grybas has 
been accurately and objectiuely 
reporting this campaign since 
1991. We have re ferred to the site 
as .. unused land .. to allay com-
munity fears that playing space 
was being alienated for the pro-
posed stadium. 

Season~ greetings 
While the giving and receiving of gilts is one of the joys of Christ-
mas, it sometimes seems to put more pressure on our already 
busy way of life. But Christmas is a very special time for many of 
us as we celebrate the birth of Christ. It is also a wonderful op-
portunity to catch up with , and enjoy, the company of loved ones 
and friends. 

Not everyone has a loving family and we must not forget those 
in our community who are less fi>rtunate. Christmas can be a 
time when the aged, the poor, the sick and lonely can feel very 
alone. 

It is also important that we hold on to our hope and continue 
to support efforts for peace in countries where death and de-
struction has, unfortunately, become a way "li fe. 

Together with my ramily, I extend to all resrcl ents throughout 
the Warrandyte electorate a safe and happy Christmas, and a 
New Year fill ed with renewed optimism. 

Phil Honeywoo'd 
MP for Warrandyte 

ii -c'&DDY•~ 
?;;OFFEE SHOP AND ICE CREAMERY 

HOMEMADE 
• Passionfruit Sponge 
• Scones {Devonshire Tea) 
• Cakes and Muffins 
• Focaccias 
HOTFOOD 
• Hot Roast Beef 
• Roast Potatoes 
• Chicken Schnitzels 
• Villis Pies & Pastries 

Freshly Cut Sandwiches 
made to order 
Lavazza Espresso Coffee 
Sara Lee Ice Cream 
(30 flavours) 
Milkshakes, Smoothies, Spiders 
Iced Coffee, Iced Chocolate 

'.';\ 
( ;) 

... 
.... -.:-: )l'.:iYJ~ 

Sub Newsagent: Newspapers & Magazines 

OPEN 7 DAYS from 8am daily 
(FORMERLY SHIVERS) 166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 4951 

Care about your 
environment? 

~! 
Why not think about 

joining your local 
environment group? 

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Joan MacMahon 9844 3213 
or Mike Coupar 9903 9567 

HEALTHY GREAT LOOKING TEETH 
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE 

We offer a highly professional service and are open 
ll\lenings and Saturday mornings for your convenience. 

Dr TIM SYNNOT 

ffYlim Cg Contact 'The Good Faeries' Rae 
and Sue to care for your pets 

and gardens and clear your mail. 

616 Park Road, Park Orchards 

I 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE: 9844 3377J 
For appointments telephone: 

Trust Rae and sue to 
look after your place 
till you get back. 

YEAR ROUND SERVICE 

9844 3819-9844 4129 9876 4358 
You'll be smlles ahead with an ADA dentist 



Green Wedge threatened 
through council sackings 

By FIA CLENDINNEN 
Green Wedge land Is under 
direct threat, following the re• 
cent sacking of the elected 
Nlllumblk council. 

sent against further develop-
ment in the area. 

"We felt very strongly that 
Diamond Creek township 
should maintain Its township 
space and that there not be 
seen to be a link, In terms of 
housing, that would then make 
Diamond Creek a suburb. 

back, II was decided It wasn't 
suitable for subdivision. And 
yet once again Mr Maclellan 
steps in and over-rides it." 

In the planning scheme had 
disturbing local implications. 

"These little Incremental bits 
of development are a real 
worry. Simply, any threat to 
the Green Wedge Is a serious 
threat to the whole area." 

The minister's proposed 
amendment has alarmed other 
local conservation groups. 

Planning Minister Rob 
Maclellan's recent push for an 
amendment to Nlllumblk's 
planning scheme was sharply 
criticised by Kahn Franke, 
chairman of the Green Wedge 
Protection Group. 

Mr Franke said Mr Maclellan 
was revealing himself as "pan-
dering to vested Interests". 

In other words that It was Im-
portant to keep some land be-
tween Eltham and Diamond 
Creek," Margaret Jennings, 
one of the sacked Nlllumblk 
councillors, told the Diary. 

Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park were Involved in the MSS 
consultatlon process, but sec-
retary Cathy Willis said she 
now wondered If this hadn't 
been a waste of time. 

"It seems to me a bit ridicu-
lous that we can go through 
this whole process and then it 
gets turned on its head. Jr you 
make some rules you have got 
to stick to them. It shouldn't be 
that anyone, whether It's the 
owner, the minister or what-
ever can go against all that 
expert advice and go ahead 
and subdivide." 

Doug Seymour, former presi-
dent of the Warrandyle Envi-
ronment League, expressed 
similar concerns. "It's always 
worrying to see a minister 
over-ruling decisions of the 
local council. And it does ap-
pear on the face of it to be a 
selected erosion of the Green 
Wedge, which could be prece-
dent forming." 

However a spokeswoman 
from the Department of lnfra-
struct u re defended Mr 
Maclellan 's position. 

He said It now appeared 
landowners whose develop-
ment proposals were rejected 
by their local councils would 
"eventually gel their subdivi-
sion allowed" If they put 
enough pressure on the minis-
ter. The controversial amend-
ment refers to six hectares In 
the Green Wedge on the edge 
of Diamond Creek. 

Earlier this year Nlllumbik 
councillors voted without dis-

"What concerns me Is that 
we are not getting the support 
of the state government In 
backing up our municipal stra-
tegic statement and our plan-
ning scheme," Mr Franke said 
"The community worked to-
gether, they came up with the 
municipal strategic statement 
(MSS) they wanted and they 
came up with their planning 
scheme. And the land in Di;i-
mond Creek was knocked 

Ms WIiiis also pointed out 
that although the six hectares 
under review were not within 
the Warrandyte area, a change 

"A panel will be appointed 
and the panel will report to the 
minister. The minister will con-
sider the panel's report In 
making his decision, but he 
has no predetermined view." 

Nine councillors 
for Nillumbik? 

By FIA CLENDINNEN 
Nillumbik's administrator has recom-
mended to the Minister for Local Govern-
ment that Nillumbik be served by nine 
councillors alter council elections in March 
next year. 

Late last month administrator Don Gillies 
announced the results of the survey on 
electoral options which was sent to all 
households in the shire. 

A majority of the community favoured 
option A, consisting of live ward council-
lors and lour at-large (municipality-wide) 
councillors. The existing ward boundaries 
remain unchanged. 

Mr Gillies said, "The strength of sentiment 
for option A made my decision easy". But 
it is the minister who will finally choose 
Nillumbik's new electoral system. 

"Mr Maclellan will consider the 
commissioner's recommendation and make 
a decision in the coming weeks," a spokes-
woman for the Office of Local Government 
said. 

Robert Marshall, sacked shire president , 
told the Diary he was delighted with the 
results of the survey. 

"Option A is not an ideal option, but it's 
still by far the best of those that were of-
fered. I think it's the best because it pro-
vides for the largest possible number of 
councillors. And I'm very pleased that 
wards have been maintained." 

Mr Marshall said he strongly supported 
the existing ward system because he be-
lieved it made for a good relationship be-
tween residents and councillors. 

"II there are no wards we are in danger of 
ending up without representation from all 

parts of the municipality, so that there's a 
great danger that local government would 
cease to be local. The major strength of 
local government is its local nature and its 
close proximity to the voters ." 

Mr Marshall stressed the importance of 
the upcoming council elections. 

"Many times I have said , 'this is the most 
important election of all time '. But this time 
it really is , because we have been sacked . 
There is no valid reason for the sacking of 
the council and we can only assume that 
we have been sacked because of our ob-
struction to development of the Green 
Wedge. And the government has therefore 
called an election. 

"They will listen very clearly to the result 
of this election. II a majority of people say 
they wish to see the Green Wedge subdi-
vided that is what will happen . And ii a 
majority say that the Green Wedge should 
remain an exciting non -urban part of 
greater Melbourne well into the future , then 
that is what will happen ." 

Mr Mars'hall said there was certain to be 
a large field of candidates at Nillumbik's 
next council elections and he warned the 
community to choose carefully. 

"All candidates will say they support the 
Green Wedge, because they know they 
can' t be elected ii they state they do not 
support it. 

"But it's a matter of what sort of support. 
II the community votes for a majority of 
candidates who will subdivide their land 
down to one acre or live acre blocks. then 
the Green Wedge is gone." 

Mr Marshall said he had every confidence 
in Nillumbik residents . 

"The community has shown on many. 
many occasions that it supports the con-
cept of the Green Wedge as being vital to 
the future of greater Melbo urne. And I 
therefore firmly believe the community will 
once again state that at the ballot box." 

But Dr John Jago, president of the Victo-
rian Local Government Association , cau-
tioned that having two kinds of councillors , 
ward councillors and at-large councill ors . 
was far from perfect. 

Dr Jago , who is also a councillor at 
Wellington shire in Gippsla nd , said , "The 
problem with the system is that you get two 
classes of councillors , a first class and a 
second class . The municipality-wide coun-
cillors will have relief from having to be at 
the beck and call of their residents . They 
will be able to give their minds more to 
policy issues. But the ward representatives , 
who will have been left with all the nitty 
gritty of rate-payers· and residents· con-
cerns , will be seen to be inferior". 

He said there was already evidence of this 
trend in other councils with the two-tier 
system of councillors. "You ask any 
Melbourne City councillor who's a ward 
councillor and it's acknowledged their 
work load is considerably higher than the 
councillors-at-large. And it 's a cause of real 
friction .· 

Cr Dr Jago strongly recommended that . 
"about two years down the track , the coun-
cil and the community evaluate the system, 
as to whether they are going to continue it 
at the end of the term. Because you may 
have enough experience at the end of two 
years to know whether it works for you or 
whether it doesn't." 

SQ - ! By SYD TUNN EPA claims 
new freeway 
risks Green 
Wedge 
The Environment Protection 
Authority has declared that 
the proposed Scoresby Free-
way Is a threat to the Green 
Wedge. 

In Its submission to panel 
hearings on the Scoresby 
Transport Corridor environ-
mental effects statement, the 
EPA has stated that "environ• 
mentally sensitive" areas 
"namely the Nlllumblk Green 
Wedge" will be threatened by 
the transport pressure of the 
Scoresby Freeway develop-
ment. 

The EPA notes that the envi-
ronmental effects statement 
supports urban planning solu-
tions which require public 
transport servicing, but says 
the EES has failed to Investi-
gate this option. 
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EMMA, JANE & LEANNE •• 
wish all their clients a merry 

chrishnas & a happy new year 

ff 9844 0898 
HOURS: ----i 104 YARRA ST 

Mon to Fri : 9am-5.30pm WARRANDYTE 
Thurs Night· until 9pm Between Video Store 

· and Native Spmt 
Saturday: 8am-2pm 

• • • • ------------YA I I & ·ST I I If 

VIDEO 
WE WISH ALL OUR 

CUSTOMERS A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

1 06 YARRA ST WA RR A NDYT E VIC 3113 
PHONE 9844 0544 

10AM·9PM SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 
10AM· 10PM FRIDAY TO SATURDAY 

• e e 

WARRANDYTE 
VETERINARY CLINIC 

Mnn-Fn: 9. 30-11 am & 4pm-6. 'lOrm 
Saturd.1y: <I. 'lOam-12 n ,m 

We carry ,i iull 
pct rrodu.:t range 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (El, . .:,.J 
Lwr C nr Melbourne Hill & Houghton Reis, Warrand ·tc 

Consultation by Appointment-Ph,,ne 9 ' 44 1071 

Tradilional 
fOLKi\QT8 

CLASSES: c1II level,; of Folk & Decor3t1ve Art 
c1lso Cc1lligraphy 

SUPPLIES: Pc1int.,;. Brushes. Boo"'· e -
PHONE MAREN ON 9844 2036 

Christmas 
Party & 
Luncheon 
• :t'11l :1 i:t1J:t,wa,i ij ~:• 

BOOK EARLY 

WELLERS RESTAURANT 
Pitmans Corner, Kangaroo Ground. phone 9712 0266 
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All the fun 
of the fete 

The community turned out on a day of perfect weather 
to support Warrandyte Primary School at their Christ-
mas fete last month. 
Home-made preserves, candy floss, white elephant 

stalls, pony rides and lots of other attractions combined 
to give the school a "very good" result. BRONWYN 
ELMORE went along and took these pictures. , 

MANNINGHAM 

CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Expressions of Interest 

Council is calling for expressions of interest to establish a Cultural 
Advisory Committee. 
The Committee will provide advice to Council on matters concerning 
cultural development, and facilitate communication between Council, 
users, and the community concerning strategic planning, development, 
marketing and evaluation of cultural development in the City of 
Manningham. 
The scope of the Committee is broad and will encompass the 
following areas: 
• cultural policy and strategic planning 
• cultural programming and community grants program 
• collections management and acquisition program 
• cultural facilities 
• cultural community organisations 
• access, education and equity to cultural opportunities 
• cultural industry and individual artists 
• herrtage and environment 
Membership is sought on the basis of broad interest, understanding 
and commitment to cultural development, in addition to specific 
expertise and interest tn at least one of the areas. 
For futher information and a copy of the Terms of Reference please 
call Ingrid Birkner. Customer Service Officer, on 9840 9393. --Jts---------------Please Indicate your interest by completing and returning this form 
to the Customer Service Officer, Cultural & Leisure Services Unit, 

Manrnngham Crty Council , PO Box 1, Doncaster 31 08. 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants , 
MANNINGHAM 

DRA" DOMESTIC ANIMALS STRATEGY 
The Council and the Domestic Animals Steering Committee have 
developed a draft domestic animals strategy in consultation with the 
community. 
The draft strategy will be on public exhibition from 17 November to the 
17th December, 1998 and Council invites submissions on the strategy. 
People who wish to make a submission on the strategy need to 
forward their written submission to the Manager, Health and Local 
Laws, Manningham City Council, PO Box 1, Doncaster 3108 no later 
than the 17th December 1998. 
The Committee will consider submissions received on the strategy 
prior to recommending to Council a strategy for adoption. 

GEOFF FELTHAM 
WALL & FLOOR TILER 

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 0417 548 152 

• Warrandyte 
• Post Office 

WE OFFER MUCH MORE THAN 
POSTAGE STAMPS .. . 
• Banking - CBI\, Citibank, Bendigo. etc. 
• Bill Paying - phone. water, power, gas & more 
• Children:S Books - Over 200 tttles 
• Children:S Toys 
• Gifts for all ages • Cards for all occasions 
• Inkjet Cartridges - HP. Epson. Canon 
• Stationery - home and business 
• Reflex Paper - $5.05 a ream (white/ 

$9.95 a ream (colored/ 
• Commemorative Coins 
• 1998 Australian Stamp Collection 

I Name: .................................... ............................................. ........ . The draft strategy aims to: 
• promote responsible dog and cat ownership; 

• Passport Interviews • Dry Cleaning 
• Photocopying and Fax Services I Address: ........... .. .............................................................................. . 

: Telephone: :~: ::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : L-----------------J 

• provide for the welfare and safety of dogs and cats; 
• ensure public safety and enhance the amenity and environment; 
harness the benefits of dog and cat ownership; and 
• ensure that the expenditure of registration fees addresses domestic 
animal issues. 

OPEN WEEKDAYS 9•• to Sp• 
SATURDAYS 9•• to I Z noon 

270 Yarra Street. Warrandyte. Enquiries 9844 329 I 



Off on his first adventure: Corey looks down on his newly discovered, natural world. (Picture by Chris Pryor) 

How many koalas? 
By RACHEL BAKER 

There is a "healthy population" ol ko-
alas in Warrandyte and surrounding 
areas, according to Koala Count '98, 
an annual survey ol our local koala 
population , which was conducted 
last month. 

dents and other community volun-
teers. 

"Everyone lined up together and 
walked through their allotted sec-
tions," Brenda Hunter of FOWSP told 
the Diary. "Koalas can be very hard to 
see, so that way we covered all their 
possible positions." 

are strong and healthy, and there is no 
sign of disease. 

However, there has been some dam-
age to the trees-mainly stripping of 
leaves-which means "we have to look 
carefully at the treatment of the area," 
Brenda said. 

The count round 34 koalas in 
Warrandyte State Park, which, al-
though representing a healthy level, 
is the largest number the park can 
support, and it is important that no 
more koalas are relocated to this 
area, according to ranger-in-charge, 
David Ferrar. 

The greatest number were foun.d in 
Pound Bend , which had 24 koalas. 
Gold Memorial and Blue Tongue Walk 
both had two each, and Stane Brae had 
one, while no koalas were found in 
Mount Lofty or the Bend ol lsles. 

Current threats to koalas are en-
croaching urbanisation, especially the 
possibility of a freeway extension 
through the area, and cats and dogs, 
which are a danger when their owners 
do not contain them. 

Fine weather greeted the surveyors 
and it was "a great day". The only im-
provement could have been more 
people joining in. "The more commu-
nity support , the better," Brenda said. 

Koala Watch, operated by Wonga 
Park environmentalist Julie Pryor, 
also conducted a survey-in subur-
ban areas over two weeks -which 
lound 19 koalas. 

In all, Koala Watch surveyed IS loca-
tions, covering areas such as Mitcham, 
Tremont, North Ringwood and Wonga 
Park, with the greatest number found 
along Mullum Mullum Creek in 
Donvale, where there was a male, fe-
male, and joey koala. 

Although the koala count is over for 
another 12 months, residents can do 
their bit for the local koala population 
by reporting any koala sightings to the 
Warrandyte State Park, telephone 9844 
2659, or Koala Watch, on 97221117. 

The state park survey was 
organised by Parks Victoria and 
Friends of Warranclyte State Park, 
with help from Eastern TAFE stu-

The state park survey showed that 
the koala population is "holding its 
own", Brenda Hunter said. The animals 

Information Warrandyte 
takes out tourism award 
Information Warrandyte has re-
ceived an award for its role in 
promoting tourism in the area. 
Presented by Mr Keith Richard-
son from the Marketing Special-
ists, on behalf ol the Small Busi-
ness Network Group, the award 
recognises "an outstanding 
contribution to small business 
in Manningham··. 

The bureau is now one of 
seven finalists from various cat-
egories for an overall award to 
be announced in early Decem-
ber. 

"lnlormallon Warranclyte has 
always provided tourist and 
community information as part 
of Its service as II Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau, but only on week-
days from 10am to 4pm," Joyce 
Wilks told the Diary. 

In October 11)95 the Warran-
clytc Business Association ap-
plied to Man11ingham council 

for 12 months funding to keep 
the bureau open at weekends 
and on public holidays with a 
tourism officer. 

The position was funded un-
der th e Local Enhancement 
Scheme with half the money the 
coming from Manningham city 
council and half from the 
Warrandytc Business Associa-
tion . 

The funding was approved 
but did not become available 
until two years later. 

"After Interviewing several 
applicants, one of our volun-
teers, Julie Coopl'r, was ap-
pointed tourism worker and 
comment·ed in August 1997," 
Joyce Wilks said. 

"She worked very success-
fully in assol'lation with WBA 
and local traders". 

Over a period of 125 clays dur-
ing the previous 12 months, In-

formation Warranclyte had an-
swered the requests of 5,468 
people, which resulted in 8,319 
enquiries about Warrandyte. 

Presenting the award, Keith 
Richardson told the gathering. 
"This group of volunteers needs 
to be encouraged and recog-
nised for their efforts." 

Ironically, funding for the 
weekend tourism information 
service has finished and the 
service has ceased. 

• Ali those who benefit should 
provide some funding to keep 
this office open," Mr Richard-
son said. 
Cr Patricia Young receives the 
award from Keith Richardson 

on behalf of Information 
Warrundyte volunteers Ron 

Golding. Julie Cooper, Pat 
Adlam, and Louise Joy. 

( Picture by Jan Tindale) 

Free Corey! 
By RACHEL BAKER 

After a year of caddies, milk 
formula, aviaries and hand.fed 
gum)eaves, Corey the Koala has 
been released back into the bush. 

Corey was found near the chapel 
on Yarra Street in October last year. 
Julie Pryor, wbo runs the sheller in 
Wonga Park that adopted him, 
estimates that he was around seven 
months old and, because be was 
found on the ground with no 
mother in sight, he had to be taken 
in and looked after until be was 
mature enongh for release. 

MWben l first took him in he was 
on my body (m a backpack) 24 
hours a day," Julie said. 

A$ he developed, Corey spent 
time in an aviary inside the house, 
then he moved outside, until 
virtually all human contact ceased. 

MHe would sit out in his aviary, 
looking out into the bush, and he 

would call out al night, d pace 
up and down," Julie explained. 

He also started scratching and 
biting, which, believe it or not, 
pleased Julie, because it indi<2ted 
that be was becoming indepe• 
dent and aaressive, and woald 
be able lo aetend himsdf in the 
wild. 

Those signs, along with the fact 
that Corey ha.d reM:hed a mature 
age (about 18 mouths), showed 
that be was ready for release. 

Julie admits being sad when she 
let him go, but she was pleased to 
see him independent and free. 

Corey bas been micro-chipped, 
so be can be identified U he shows 
up again. 



from 

The Club Store 
103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte (in the Old Gospel Chapel) 

J --'"''""'"'" 
The Club Store and Moreland Auctions 

invites all to join in our 

HUGE STREET AND YARD SALE 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December 

from 1 Oam till 5pm 
Variety of new and used furniture (from deceased estates}, outdoor garden furniture, 
fountains, pots, statues, etc, also collectable items. Lots of surprises. 
Sausage Sizzle and performing Clown (Saturday at 11.30am). JOIN IN THE FUN! 

Family fun day at Yarra Warra kindergarten, North Warrandyte. 

North kinder's good news 
A late surge ol enrolments at 
Yarra Warra Pre-School means 
there will be two lour-year-old 
groups at the kindergarten in 
1999. 

three-year-olds. 
"We extended one session for 

the older children to three and 
a hall hours and it l ilied 
immediately because ol the de-
mands on working mothers," 
she said . 

sions and a music program pro-
vided by Warrandyte Primary 
School. 

WE BUY AND SELL: EXPERT VALUATION FOR: 
Outgoing p resident Ms 

Franncesca Longfield told the 
Diary there were 34 lour-year-
olds already enrolled and 25 

The pre-school ollers enrich-
ment classes alter normal ses-

It has recently won a $6500 
capital wo r ks gr an t from 
Nillumblk shire to build a foyer 
for baby pushers and coats. 
This will also improve the 
centre's safety. 

Deceased Estates, Antiques, 
Old World Furniture, Modern, 
New and Used Household 
Furniture and Collectables. 

Insurance, Deceased Estates, 
Divorce settlements, etc. 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS SINCE 1937 
R.L. & P.V. O'BRIEN, (AH) 9439 8846 

Dumped kittens worry vet 
By RACHEL BAKER 

Also 1930's Classic Club and 
Two kittens were dumped in as many days 
within close proximity ol each other in 
Warranclyte late last month, pre-empting the 
usual post-Christmas spate, and prompting a call 
for people to "ask first" ii considering giving pets 
as presents . Both were taken to Dr Derek 
Fai r ley's veterinary pract ice in West End . 

She advises anyone considering giving an ani-
mal as a Christmas present to first ask the recipi-
ent if they want it. 

Art Deco Lounge Suites 
Her husband, Dr Fai r ley, joined her in urging un-

willing pet owners to surrender thei r animals to 
proper insti tutions, such as the RSPCA, the Blue 
Cross, and the Cat Protection Society, rather than 
dumping them. 

Appreciate the workmanship (manufacturing for 
17 years) of our handmade lounges upholstered 
in quality fabrics and also sprung. It appears certain that the kittens were 

dumped rather than running away, as there was 
no sign of a search for the missing animals, and, 
says Mrs Kerri Fairley, the veterinary nurse at 
the West End practice, "kittens don't run far ". 

When cats are dl.lmped they wi ll either die a mis-
erable death of starvation and fear, or sur vive to 
become feral, killing wildlife and procreati ng. WITH 10 YEAR GUARANTEE. 

9844 4418 The dumpings have started much earlier than 
usual this year, as they usually peak during the 
holidays after Christmas, Mrs Fai r ley said. 

Mrs Fairley said animal dumping is "a major 
problem" which is occurring in all areas. The best 
way to solve the problem, she believes, is to have 
all non-breeding pets de-sexed, which is an issue 
she th inks should be legis lated. Sandi & Ziggy - Robert & Peter 

AH 9844 4023 or 015 326 714 

OPEN 7 DAYS 11 am to 5pm 
The high number of gi fts tha t become un-

wanted and dumped pets has driven Mrs Fairley 
to "hate and loathe Christmas and Easter". 

Both of the kittens are being nursed back to 
health at the veter inary practice, and po tential 
owners are welcome to come and see them. 

WARRANDYTE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
presents 

OPEN NIGHTS 
Thursday 1 O and Thursday 17 December until late 

Warrandyte shops will be open to help you 
buy your unique Christmas gifts-shops will be 
lit by fairy lights. Father Christmas will be 
arriving on the fire truck. Warrandyte will 
be open from Beasleys to Potters Cottage 
-all the way-over 3kms of shops. 



MARY CAROLINE AUMANN 

Tireless toiler in the 
orchard of life 

By HAZEL HOLLY 

ARY was born In 
Warrandyte on May 26, 
1910, the youngest child 
of Friedrich Wilhelm (Bill) 
and Maria Catherina (Mary 

nee Pump). Her brothers and sister were 
Herbert, Eric and Ada. 

Mary worked at home on their orchard 
situated at the corner of Tin dais and Har-
ris Gully Roads where her tasks were 
many and varied-from fruit picking and 
packing to carrying out a billy of tea with 
sandwiches or cakes to the workmen tor 
morning and afternoon tea, known then 
as "taking out the lunch". 

Her life centred around this property, 
her family, her church and her friends. 

Mary would have liked to have been a 
school teacher, however she put her 
teaching skills to great use becoming a 
Sunday school teacher at St Philips 
Church of England, continui_ng in this role 
for 44 years. 

While Mary was at school, then known 
as Warrandyte State School, she learnt to 
play the piano and was later able to teach 
music to pupils in Warrandyte and 
Doncaster East, travelling to their homes 
by bicycle or pony and jinker-this also 
led to Mary playing the organ for Sunday 
school, als6 for church when required. 

at Whittlesea, had a room kn own as 
Mary's room, and it was here she enjoyed 
many a visit during the last years of her 
life. 

Former Sunday school students were 
amongst the large congregation of fam-
ily and friends who attended the funeral 
service for Mary, conoucted by Rev Drew 
Mellor at St Philips r:1eep Creek Angli can 
Church on November 10, 1998. He spoke 
of Mary's strong faith in God. 

Mary had formerly held the positions 
of secretary and treasurer at St Philips 
and was a foundation member of the La-
dies' Guild where she was loved and held 
in high regard by all. 

Nephew Barry spoke on behalf of the 
Aumann family, telling of their love for a 
wonderful lady. He concluded with the 
words, "Some may say that Mary never 
travelled far, but Mary's journey through 
life touched and influenced many 
people". 

Great-niece Jenny provided a lighter 
moment. After speaking on behalf of the 
younger generation, about the love they 
too had for Mary, she produced a well-
worn tin containing sweets . This she 
handed around the congregation , invit-
ing them , as Mary had so often done, to 
take a lolly from the tin . Somewhere one 
could feel Mary nodding in• approval. 

The cortege travelled from St Philips to 
Warrandyte cemetry via Harris Gully 
Road, past the home she loved, and fol-
lowing the route she had walked so many 
times from home to school all those years 
ago. 

After the death of their brother Eric in 
1946, Mary and her sister Ada learnt to 
drive. Their first vehicle was a 1926 Chev 
truck-with fruit cases in the back for 
seats. Many a child had a ride to Sunday 
school or were taken on a family picnic. who lived there until they married. Mary will be remembered as a person 

with a sharp wit , with a wonderful 
memory that could recall times past. In 
some ways an "old fashioned lady", she 
was never afraid of progress or new 
ideas. 

When Mary's sister-in-law (Herbert's 
wile) died in 1951, Mary and Ada took on 
the task of caring for the younger mem-
bers of Bobbie's family, creating a loving 
home for nephews Richard and Barry, 

Mary was an avid reader of mystery nov-
els and also enjoyed doing crossword 
puzzles. She was a keen Bible student, with 
a large library of reference books . 

Mary's niece Gwen Mahoney, in her home 

Artists' work set in stone 
By RACHEL BAKER 

One of Warrandyte's best-
known landmarks and tourist 
spots has clocked up a quarter 
of a century. 

The Stonehouse, the quint-
essentially Warrandyte building 
on Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, 
which sells art and craft of all 
descriptions, turned 26 earlier 
this year. 

The original group of eight 
potters moved into the stone 
building on 24 June 1972, which 
was built in the 1940s as a 
housekeeper's dwelling, before 
being used as a local milkbar 
and eventually the art gallery. 

The group of artists pooled 
their works and shared the 
tasks involved in running the 
shop . It was part of the 
Stonehouse philosophy to have 
the artists in the gallery, to 
meet customers and explain the 
process of the art's production. 

"Some of the members had 
been able to combine their pot-
ting with their duties at 
Stonehouse, teaching and rais-
ing their own families," Joy van 
der Heyden, a current member 
of Stonehouse, told the Diary. 

Two of the original members, 
Dulcie Herd and Penelope 
Cearns, are part of the current 
group, which includes 15 pot-
ters and one textile artist. 
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PAUL fl PHIVS 

DISCOUNT 
MOWING 

• Gutter Cleaning • Odd Jobs 
• Yard Maintenance 

Phone 9844 3927 
"A Qw,lity Joi, at a Cut Priee" 
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License No. 32026 

mHARVEY 
world travel 

Clvti6&t<M Gij~ 
Gift Vouchers 
Travel Accessories 
Lonely Planet Books 

Carry on Bags 
Back Packs 
Luggage 

2 Webb Street, Warrandyte. Phone: 9844 2477 

Telephone 9844 34 

Large 
range of 
Christmas 
Stock 
available! 

Wcrrono ;t<:: DC''( 9 

MON: 6.30am to 6 30pm 
TUES 6.30am to 7pm 
WED. 6.30am to 6.30pm 

THU/FRI/SAT· 6.30am to 7pm 
SUN: 7.30am to 1pm 

Warrandyte 
Community Church 
57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte Phone 9844 4148 

YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO JOIN THE 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
AT THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

DECEMBER 20th, 10am 
"What if it were Christmas all year round?" 

DECEMBER 24th, 7 .30pm 
''The Gifts of Christmas" 

DECEMBER 25th, 10am 
''The Story of Christmas" 

INSTANT PRINTING 

COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE 
PRINTING - PHOTOCOPYING - INHOUSE DESIGN 

• business cards • letterhead • invoice books • quote boo s 
• fliers • brochures • newsletters • catalogues • magaz,nes 
• all your printing needs • competitive rates • free quotes 

268 Mt Dandenong Road, Croydon 

9725 6699 
RIVERGUM ART 
GALLERY 
63 Yarra Street Warrandyte 
(Cnr Forbes Street). 
Tel 9844 3948 

WARRANDYTE SUMMER 
Our special Ot'cernl'll:!r e:-.h1hit1on \\ ill fe,1ltlre p.11nt111g, 

and .1rl\\ ork reL1tmg to \\,trrJnd} te 
Gift voutht'rs a\ ,11lahle for artwork .an I .trt d.1.-~s 

- a gre.tt Chri.,mus pn::sc·nl 
Holiday \\'ork,hop for Kid, 

Picture fr,unmg at cornpetitl\ e r.llt", 
OPEN 10AM-5PM DAILY 

WARRANDYTE 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
LAWNMOWING & 

LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE 

Phone 
9844 4989 

Warrandyte 
Opportunity 
Shop atthe 
Community Centre 

t 0.30.un-4.30pm 
(MON-Fill) 
t tam-Spm 

( AT&. SUN) 

L10115 Club of 
Warr,,ndyte proj t 
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Worronovte D1orv l 0 

SUMMER IS TIME TO MULCH 
PEA STRAW: $6.50 per bale 

CARPET ROSES: $10.50 each 
SEEDLINGS: from $1 .95 punnet 

LADIES DAY - FRIDAYS - 10% OFF 
RONC.DAY 
9844 3329-9844 1568 
PICK UP & DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

1 MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE 

EIDOUS 
Donald Baigent 

is back to 
p rovide profe sional 

tree service 

Phone 9844 4996 
Mobile 0411 087 913 

THE GENERAL STORE 
486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD 

WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361 

Fu ll range of: 
• HORSE & STOCK FEED 
• POULTRY, BIRD and 

PET SUPPLIES 
• PEA STRAW 

STRAW BALE 
HIRE for 

functions 

Free delivery local area ~---~ 

Warrandyte Pharmacy 
Open: 9am-8pm Monday to Friday 

9am-5pm Saturday & Sunday 

I Revlon cosmetics 
I Jurlique skincare and 

aromatherapy 
I Blackmores nutrition 

supplements 

lncorp. Warrandyte Photographies 
I 1 hour photos I Kodak Image Magic 
I Onsite enlargements I PassPQrt photos 

Kodak ~· Quality you can trust 

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA SHOPPING CENTRE 
Telephone 9844 2029 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Lwww 

.. . . . . . -' • . . .. .. . . . . .. . 
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Going underground, on 
Chrisbnas terror mission 
12.12. ITT was the night be-UU lore Christmas and 

all through the 
house, nothing was 
stirring, not even a 

mouse." Bollocks! 
Olten , on the night before 

Christmas, all hell breaks loose. 
Not metaphorically, but liter-
ally. 

I remember when we had 
Smalls , that Christmas Eve was 
fraught with complications . 
There were presents to be res-
cued from hiding places, with-
out the Smalls seeing them. 
This was no mean feat when the 
present the old-man-in-red was 
going to bring was anything big 
like a doll's house or a bicycle 
or anything that had loose bits 
that jingled, clattered and gen-
erally made sleeping difficult 
for uptight kids. 

The rescue was usually from 
under the house and couldn 't 
be accomplished until it was 
late and dark. 

Normally, a visit to the "un-
derneath" was a relatively 
simple task. "Relatively", in that 
when the house was first built 
we sensibly had a light switch 
installed just inside the access 
door. It was a doddle to open 
the door, reach up, flick the 
switch and walk, or should I say, 
crouch-hunch in the brilliance 
of a 60 watt globe. 

It was a bit of an obstacle 
course to manoeuvre around 
the concrete stumps, ever con-
scious of the fact that ii you 
tripped and fell , you would 
probably land, hand first, In the 
remains of a chemical minefield 
left by the termite men. 

When the house was first 

" .. .carols~ 
peace, Joy and 
goodwlll ... and 
all you can think 
about Is mass 
extermination." 

built, it was at the time when 
chlordane cocktails were the 
rage. Now we know how dan-
gerous those treatments are, I 
wonder why the UN are so con-
cerned about Iraq's chemical 
weapons of mass destruction 
when a handful of the soil from 
under our house discreetly 
dropped into the air condition-
ing system of the Pentagon 
would probably be more dan-
gerous than an Exocet missile 
or a busload of armed and sui-
cidal fundamentalists . 

As well as the lurking chemi-
cal quicksand, there was an 
added complication. When we 
had the house extended, we 
sensibly had an access door 
installed but we didn't have the 
light switch moved. Conse-
quently, a midnight mission 
under the house necessitated a 

o 2 Small 4 y/o groups • Extended hours 
• Enrichment program • Music program 
Cell NOW 9844 3808 

Y111A WAIIA 1'11-SOIOOL. 114 IESUIIQI.WAIUIIDffl ID, 1111 WMUIIDffl 

leap of faith from the outside 
door to the light switch, now a 
cut-lunch journey from the pe-
rimeter of the house. 

Imagine the scene. You've 
been out shopping at one of 
those shopping malls because 
you've left everything until the 
last minute. Fortunately, the big 
presents were sensibly pur-
chased a month before and are 
safely stored in the chemical 
bunker, wrapped in a camou-
llage of old blankets and sheets. 

You arrive home in a less than 
Tiny Tim frame of mind. Every 
radio station has been playing 
carols and hymns about peace, 
joy and goodwill to all men, and 
all you can think about is mass 
extermination . 

The car is stinking hot and 
just as you turn into the drive-
way you remember you have 
forgotten Hersell's present. 
With only 40 minutes to go you 
crunch the gears into reverse 
and, in a cloud of ungraded 
road dust, you point the car in 
the direction of the Scrooge 
Shopping Complex and plant 
the foot. 

By seven o'clock, all you want 
is for it to be December 27. In-
stead, it's fun time! The kids 
have made you promise to help 
them wrap all their presents 
you have graciously first 
bought and Herself reminds 
you that you've promised to 
attend a neighbour's Christmas 
party. And you still haven't got 
the presents from under the 
house, nor have you any idea 
when you can get them. 

Herself, the kids and you ring 
the neighbour's bell slightly 
unsure whether crying and 

threats are coming from the 
happy hosts or some macabre 
TV show. 

The red-eyed hostess ushers 
you into a Christmas set from 
Mad Max Noel. When the other 
guests arrive there is first a 
little tension when all the moth-
ers want the families to share 
the real spirit of Christmas by 
watching Carols By Candlelight 
whilst the lathers slink off to the 
kitchen and the kids argue that 
they'd rather watch a pirated 
version of The Return 01 Star 
Wars. 

By 11.30pm you all return 
home. The kids are still hyper-
active and are pleading to stay 
up all night to catch Santa eat-
ing the biscuits and drinking 
the Scotch. Herself calms them 
and manages to get them to bed 
and asleep. 

It's then that the trip down 
under is inevitable. Slightly 
staggery from too much prac-
tising to be Santa, you unlock 
the access door and stare into 
pitch blackness. Between you 
and the light switch are un-
marked stumps, rubbish and 
polluted soil. 

The Smalls must have been 
very tired and a visiting bullock 
driver blanched. I've been as-
sured otherwise, but in my 
mind I'm sure I yelled out 
"Merry Christmas" as I hit the 
first obstacle. 

But that was then. Now, 
Christmas Eve is quieter. Yet, at 
times, I wish that there could be 
a little more than a mouse stir-
ring, not under the house, but 
In my soul. 

ROGER KIBELL 

ANOTHER VIEW 
GAIL BURGOYNE ACH1""2675T 

• Ca.sh Flows/Bvdgeting 
• Bank Reconc,1,at,ons 
• Debtors/Creditors Control • 
• F r,anc.ial Reports 
• Weekly I Monthly / Ovart~ly / Annvally 

Phone: 9844 4825 - Facsimile: 9844 4860 
Mobile: 015 518 080- Email: GAHILLOBigpond.com 



A lily, lost from the wild, 
goes bushland walkabout 

HRISTMAS shopping 
is not something I par-
ticularly enjoy. But I 
had a couple ol spare 
hours and could rost-

pone it no longer. So here was 
driving into the car park ol 
Eastland shopping centre. 

The first hurdle was finding 
somewhere to park. Treat it like 
a game, I thought, just follow 
the arrows and play musical 
parking spots. lsn 't it funny how 
aggressive some people can be 
when stressed or in competi-
tion with one another-even ii 
the prize is only an empty 
space? Simpler to park else-
where and walk , but I prefer to 
do my walkingjn the bush. With 
patient resignation , I turned up 
the radio and joined in the 
game. And I won. Eventually. 

Having claimed my prize, I 
headed for the shops. 

Despite being a relatively new 
shopping complex, there was 
nothing new or innovative 
about the landscaping. It was all 
regulation sort of stuff. Pairs of 
palms astride a grand entrance, 
and in raised beds, forming a 
guard ol honour at their feet , 
regimented rows of agapan-
thus . I mentally shuddered . 
These must be one ol the most 
planted plants in gardens 
throughout Melbourne, includ-
ing Warrandyte where lountain-
ous clumps line driveways and 
fencelines of old established 
homes and some new ones too. 
I loathe them. 

What is it about these sum-
mer-flowering, South African lil-
ies that makes them liked by so 
many? Is it their shiny strap-like 
leaves or their blue and white 
porn-porn flowers held aloft on 
long stalks, or is it their reputa-
tion as a fire retardent? Well , 
they might perhaps slow down 
a smouldering, low level grass 

By PAT COUPAR 
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR 

lire, but no amount of 'aggies' 
could hold back a rampaging 
Warrandyte bushfire. 

One ol the reasons for the 
ubiquitous status of agapan-
thus must be their ability to 
grow in any type of soil , in sun 
or shade, even in competition 
with tree roots . And the key to 
their survival ; masses ol fleshy 
roots which enable them to 
withstand long periods of 
drought. The tubers multiply 
readily, giving rise to new indi-
viduals. Hence the problem in 
places like Warrandyte where 
they have the habit ol stepping 
out ol line and going walkabout 
in the bush, trying to integrate 
with the native vegetation. 

While researching this article 
I uncovered a botanical tragedy. 
In a book written in 1976, titled 
Wildflowers 01 South Africa, I 
read: "These handsome !low-
ers , which were once prolific 
and commonly found on a walk 
in the countryside, even a gen-
eration ago, are now seldom 
encountered in their natural 
habitat except in inaccessible 
places". It went on to say that 
the plants have been cultivated 
in nurseries , hybridised, and 
are commonly grown in gardens 
all over the country. A situation 
not dissimilar to our own 
cootarnundra wattle, an im-
mensely popular garden tree, 
but seriously threatened in the 
small area near Wagga Wagga in 
New South Wales, which is its 
natural habitat. 

As ii by magic, the glass doors 
slid open before me. I crossed 

the threshold into the human 
environment and was immedi-
ately confronted by a labyrinth 
of terraces and malls, and as-
saulted by a confusion of 
sounds and smells. Hundreds of 
people, young and old, singles, 
couples and groups, going pur-
posely about their own busi-
ness , seemingly oblivious to 
each other. The analogy sprang 
to mind, of being trapped inside 
an ants' nest. 

Some kind of homing instinct 
led me to the book shops where 
I did most of my shopping. For 

a while I withdrew to a world ol 
words and pictures. Final ly, sat-
i sli ed with my purchases , I 
made my escape- out through 
the glass doors-leaving be-
hind the conditioned air and 
the manufac tured light. I 
passed the palms and stined a 
ridiculously juven il e urge to 
give the lingers-up gesture to 
the 'aggies '. But I was feeling 
light-hearted. The sun, giver ol 
light and life, was at my back 
and I was going home, return-
ing to the sanity of my bushland 
refuge in Warrandyte. 

School was home away from home A FTER years of tread- gardening and maintenance, the midst ol the mass hysteria 
ing the well-beaten OUR PLACE sports sessions , concert re- stood a rather perplexed 
track, our last , -.ur- hearsals, going on excursions, twelve-year-old with not a tear 
ney up the hill to the _____ and providing everything from in sight 
old primary school rnu5'cal , choreographic and "What's wrong with them?" he 

will take place with mixed feel- building expertise to last- wondered. "Aren't they pleased 
ings. minute delights for afternoon it's the holidays?" 

It really does seem like only teas and fundraising stalls. Well, yes, we are pleased it's 
yesterday that we stepped into Some parents spend nearly as the holidays. And we're pleased 
that playground !or the first much time at school as their to be moving on , but thankful 
time. Yet it's hard to believe kids do. for the wonderfully creative 
that so much has been .illiiliiiilllililliliili .. iMli Now suddenly it will all be and stimulating experience our 
squashed into eight short over. If the past few years are kids have had at this school. 
years, the eight years during anything to go by, the last day We're especially appreciative of 
which our two little tiddlers teacher had changed her sur- will be an emotional occasion the huge effort made by various 
somehow grew into teenagers. name. What tears and tantrums for most. teachers over the years , de-

It's all been a huge adventure, we suffered! By lunchtime the Grade 6s will spite the chaotic regime. 
each day a tangled web ol ex- At this point I realised that be huddled in clusters, hysteri- However it hasn't all been 
citernent, achievement, drama there are things which can cally sobbing. Many will be wonderful. My fervent hope is 
and fun peppered with mo- never be explained to some wearing school uniform for the that the professional and ethi-
rnents of trepidation and children, and I was sincerely first time in years, now calstandardsofprirnaryeduca-
rnyriad little grizzles. Or some- thankful that I was not a autographed boldly in texta. tion can survive the combined 
times big grizzles, ii they're teacher. Teachers will be hugged and onslaughts of competition , un-
homework-related and the per- It was a sentiment which hugged again. More tears. Even der-resourcing and increased 
son in question would rather be arose with increasing Ire- parents will be surreptitiously demands on teachers. Over-
up a tree or watching The Bill. quency. Drumming the three Rs wiping away the odd trickle. competitiveness seems pres-

Some dramas, like the first into a roomful ol rowdy rat bags The Grade Ss and little "bud- ently to be leading us down the 
day at school, turned out to be is not the only challenge facing dies" usually join in, overcome path of favouritism and selec-
largely imaginary. Others teachers these days. by the prospect of losing their live education, which is very 
caught us napping, like the time For parents, primary school is mentors. Girls and boys alike sad to see. 
when our first child's wonder- certainly not a black hole where weep uncontrollably, and many We're going to have to turn 
fully kind and gorgeous prep kids vanish on weekdays. It's a ol them remain !or hours after over a new leaf ourselves next 
teacher got married. Our three- second home, a base where one the final bell . year. The morning deadline will 
year-old adored this teacher, gets to spend countless hours Two years ago when we first be at the bus-stop rather than 
and a romantic wedding did supervising computer studies, crossed this threshold, I arrived at the school gate, so there is 
nothing to lessen the entrance- listening to reading, sewing cos- rather nervously at the school no way we can continue our 
ment. Nothing, that is, until it tumes, typing stories, working gate at pick-up time, expecting naughty habit of arriving just 
became evident that the on canteen, school committees, a distraught offspring. But in after the bell! 

Australian Bowl Company 
We IHl11e ,q,,ruletl Sbop, Gllllny ,.,s,1 

Eslnl,mo,. sp11a. Gnlll ,,.,.,, for nuu rifts 
•IIR Soup bowls, pasta bowls, salad 8011~\.S bofuwls, paintings and glassware Bodi A II range of studio ceramics 

lff functional & collectable. 
IOW\S You can never have enor.tgb.l 

148·150 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE. PHONE 11844 1025 

TREES LOPPED, 
FELLED & REMOVED * stumps cut out * mulch available * free quotes * good work done * reasonable rates 

Phone Jim - 9712 0250 
(NOflTH WAflflANDYTE ) 

DENTAL CLINIC * Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 

DRS RANEE & SHIRANI 
THEVARAJAN 

DENTAL SURGEONS 

WARRANDYTE 
CONSULTING ROOMS 

2 TREZISE STREET 
WARRANDYTE 3113 

TELEPHONE 9844 0761 
EMERGENCIES 0414 557 231 
Emergency services are available through 

Christmas and New Year 

-- --•.-.. 

ORIANO'S 
RESTAURANT & CAFE 

TUSCAN CUISINE 
Open Wednesday to Sunday 

for Lunch and Dinner 
• Fully Licensed • BYO Wine • Open Fire 

Only 1 O minutes from Warrandyte along Jumping Creek Road. 

Phone 9722 2199 
70 Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park 

Website: www.hotkey.au/ -oriano 
Email: orianos@hotkey.net.au 

1nes 
ESTAURANT 

AT Y ARR/-.. VALLEY HLLS Wit-ERY 
f0<merl~ Lo Fontono Restouront 

NEW YEARS: 
UV£ JAZ.Z. YARRA VAUEY WlNfS 

ANO S-COURSE MEAL alt f« $72 per person 

OPEN THURSDAY TO SUNDAY FOR DINNER 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY FOR LUNCH 

I DELANEYS ROAD. WARRANNCX>D • PHONE 9876 4044 

Don't forget your 
pets· at Christmas 

Anything your pets want for 
Christmas come and see 
us 
Christmas stockings ready 
made or make your own. 
Enter in our Christmas 
Hamper Raffle 
Christmas Trees 
See our new range of 
products including beds, 
kennels, leads, collars, toys 
Now stocking Eukanuba 
lams, Eureka, Real Choice 
and Nutrience 
EcoPet - 2.5kg fOf only $7!!! 

CHAFF SHED 
PRODUCE & PET 

SUPPLIES 
98 Melbourne Hilt Road 

Warrandyte 

FREE DELIVERY 
(condrbons apply) 

Phone 
9844 1766 

HOURS• 
Monday to Friday, 9am-6pm 

Saturday 9am-2pm 



Tantalising tale of 
a ch olic dog 

By DOREEN BURGE 

UR black labrador Bess 
(her real name was 
Gaydandy Florence 
CD , was born on Oct-
ober 15, 1980. We had 

her put to sleep at home in her bean-
bag on p ember 15, 1993--just a 
month short of her 13th birthday. 

Derek Fairley, our vet, had diag-
nosed a probable brain tumour. Bess 
was only sick for a very short time 
as my husband and I made the deci-
sion to have her put down before 
she became too incapacitated. We 
have never regretted that decision-
the ease of her death, with Derek, 
Graham and myself sitting with her, 
was a fitting end for a wonderful dog. 

Her final meal. not long before 
Derek arrived, was chicken breast 
and chocolate. In true labrador fash-
ion. she had not lost her appetite, 
although the actual act of eating was 
slow and laborious. After Derek left, 
Bess's body lay in her beanbag just 
as ii she were asleep while poor Gra-
ham dug her grave in the pouring 
rain. We buried her later in the day 
with Dowers and a large block of 
chocolate between her ITont paws. 

Why the chocolate? Well , that's 
what this story is about. Bess was a 
chocoholic. As I was blissfully un-
aware of the dangers of chocolate 
for dogs at the time, it's a wonder 
she survived as long as she did. 

I taught at a kindergarten which 
Bess considered her second home. 
She had come to work with me two 
or three times a week since she was 
lour months old. She was wonderful 
with the children and taught many 
fearful ones to trust and enjoy at 
least one dog. 

Her favourite place was in the large 
dolls' bed where she'd curl up on the 
foam rubber mattress. The children 

would cover her with blankets and 
on several occasions she was so 
soundly asleep and so well covered 
that I got out to my car to leave be-
fore I remembered her. 

One Christmas, in the usual fash-
ion, I was given a huge amount of 
chocolate by the kindergarten chil-
dren. It was all packed into a box 
which I brought home and left in a 
spare room. We always left Bess in-
side when we went out at night to 
supposedly guard the house. 

On this occasion we returned 
home to find a bloated and very 
thirsty Bess. he had eaten all the 
chocolates: a handmade chocolate 
tree , several boxes of assorted 
chocolates, after dinner mints-
which she'd removed from their en-
velopes-and even a mug full of 
handmade chocolates, though her 
snout didn't allow her to reath the 
last couple. The mess in the room 
was incredible-wrapping paper 
strewn everywhere and the non-
chocolate presents discarded all 
over the place. In my ignorance I 
wasn 't concerned about the effect 
on Bess, only annoyed that I 'd 
missed out on enjoying the choco-
late myself! 

Bess's next chocolate eating epi-
sode also involved the kindergarten. 
She had accompanied me to work on 
a hot December day. After the chil-
dren left, I decided to do some shop-
ping. It was too hot to leave Bess in 
the car while I shopped, so I left her 
in the kindergarten as I had to return 
to prepare for the approaching 
Christmas festivities. We had sewn 
crepe paper stockings to use as lolly 
bags, and each one had a child's 
name on it in glitter. The children 
had then decorated them beauti-
fully. As it was only days until the 
big nativity play and Christmas 
party, I had filled the lolly bags and 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

CIVIL MARRIAGE 
CELEBRANT 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 

RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9844 2547 

• Wedding Ceremonies 
• Namings 

• Renewal of Vows 
• Personalised ceremonies 

for that special day 

pinned 25 of them to a display board . 
When I returned after my shop-

ping, Bess had managed to jump up 
and pull t he lowest six bags down 
off the board, and after ripping the 
crepe paper apart, had devoured the 
entire contents: ju bes, snakes, cl in-
kers, milk bottles, freckles, bananas 
and buddies-all chi ld r en's 
favourite lollies . That was bad 
enough, but when I ventured into the 
storeroom I discovered she had 
found the box containing the 25 lolly 
bags belonging to the other group 
of children. By that stage she had 
obviously tired of the chewy, sticky 
varieties and had chosen only her 
favourites, the chocolate ones. Half-
chewed jubes, milk bottles and ba-
nanas lay scattered among the crepe 
paper remnants, but there was not 
one chocolate remaining. 

Bess got into trouble of course, but 
what was the use? It was my own 
fault again . The children were horr i-
fied when I sheepishly informed 
them the next day. In their eyes, the 
dog they loved and trusted had com-
mitted the ultimate sin. I'll never fo r-
get the total silence that followed my 
admission as the reality of Bess's 
crime sank in. At home time that day, 
I'm sure every parent was greeted 
with, "Do you know what Bess did?" 
01 course I had to replace the lollies 
and the children had to remake their 
stockings, but it did provide lots of 
discussion among the chi ldren and 
parents. 

I'd finally learnt my lesson. Never 
again did I leave any chocolate, how-
ever well concealed, within Bess's 
reach . But her appetite for it never 
waned and she was always able to 
hear chocolate being unwrapped in 
the pantry, no matter how deeply 
she was sleeping. How, then, could 
we have denied her her addiction in 
her final hour? 

HAM 
CRAFT 
MARKET 
ARTHUR STREET 
9am-2pm 
FEB to OCT: 
1st Sunday 
NOV & OEC: 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

p.- ---..- - .. 

}WARRAND 
HOLSTE I 

I Winner of 
: Top Upholstery : 
1 Award 1 
I Franc!~ J Briffa I 

JOHN BYRNE 

9844 2155 
Mobile 041 8 995 189 Enquiries: 9844 2802 

MR.. JUI.JS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

INCLUDING: 
• Stashing • Gutters 

• Fire Prevention Cleanups 
f'hoM PHIL PETERSEN 
9144- 01SS Of t m tt+ o 

Fashion for 
Tall Women 

The Long Tall Clothing Company 
specialmng 111 c:lolhong designed 

for tal women ,.,.... 
~ • NM,._., 'JOO 

.-,0.5,0 -- .... '"" _.,_ __ ,,.,.... 
~3130 

:Ph -...MOO 
Fu 08442903 

.1., .. Lc.,r,-:JTa.iC'o'hirig torn au 

BRICKWORK 
STONEWORK 

PAVING 
Etc. 

Phone: 
Bud Stringer 
9844 2448 or 

Alex Stringer 
9876 6007 

Mob 0414 761 754 

bradley curtis 
ELECTRICIAN 

.& Domestic 

.& Commercial 

.& Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

DIARY MINI ADS 
AVON: If you would like to receive 
a brochure regularly please call 
me. Sally 9844 2139. 

ForallyourHOMEORPROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE: Ring Don Hughes 
9844 0900. Handyman/Carpenter. 

GUITAR LESSONS: Acoustic 
guitar lessons for beginner to 
intermediate, all ages. 9844 2785 
or 0412 345 838. 

GARDENS CREATED AND 
ENHANCED: Advice on sullage 
problems, bush regeneration, 
i rrigation systems , drought 
proofing. Small jobs welcome . 
Call Joan MacMahon on 9844 
3213. 

HOMOEOPATHY 
HYPNOTHERAPY: Alternative 
natural medicine. Brian & Brenda 
Gunst. Phone 9844 2005. 

SUGARLOAF ELECTRICS: 
REC 13207. Prompt service. 
Reasonable rates. Ring John on 
9844 2816 or 015 094 965. No 
job too small. 

23 YEAR OLD FEMALE looking 
for self contained bungalow to 
rent in Warrandyte. If you can 
help please phone Claire on 
9844 4839. 

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The 
cheapest way to send your message 
to the Warrandyte community. $3 
for 4 lines, then $1 each additional 
line, prepaid. Phone 9844 3819. 

I SUPPORT LOCAL TRAD&IIS I 
A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR. (ENG) 

TREE SERVICES 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN 

• 

• Pruning & Tree Removals • Tree Surgery 
• Stump Removal • Mulch Supplies 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULL INSURANCE. FREE QUOTES 

9844 1161 - 0412 101 759 



By RICHARD WARWICK 1f ET another summer 
season is upon us , 
once more bringing 
with it the threat of 
fire. 

There have been many fires in 
the Warrandyte area over the 
years, but by far the worst were 
those of 1939 and 1962. In Janu-
ary 1962, fires burned through 
large areas of the surrounding 
bush, 50 homes were destroyed 
and two men died. 

After the major losses that oc-
curred in 1939, in bushfire terms 
it was a relatively quiet period up 
until the early 1960s in the 
Warrandyte area. Whilst there 
were serious fires in other parts 
of the state, there was nothing 
of any major consequence in the 
Warrandyte area. 

During the period after the 1939 
fires, the Country Fire Authority 
was formed and a major effort 
occurred, building up resources 
to fight fires in bushland areas. 

In the Warrandyte district, bri-
gades had been formed at 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte 
and North Warrandyte. The bri-
gades of the time were nowhere 
near as well-equipped as those 
of today. Warrandyte brigade 
had a CFA truck and a formal 
"turn-out" system, whereas the 
North and South brigades only 
had beaters and knapsacks and 
an informal system of turning out 
to fires. North Warrandyte had a 
"Furphy Tank" to provide a lim-
ited water supply for the 
firefighters. 

As is often the case before a 
major fire, the countryside in 

many parts of Victoria was tin-
der-dry. January 1962 was no 
exception. 

On Sunday, January 14, a fire 
started in scrub near Christmas 
Hills. At about the same time, 
fires began at Yarra Glen , 
Healesville and The Basin in the 
Dandenongs. With all these fires 
going at the same time, the CFA's 
limited resources were fully 
stretched. The Warrandyte truck 
and crew were dispatched to the 
Dandenongs on the Sunday and 
worked there for a while, before 
being transferred to St Andrews 
to fight the fires there. They 
eventually returned to Warran-
dyte on the Tuesday, just in time 
to fight the fires here-obvi-
ously, the firefighters were ex-
hausted. 

The fire that had started at 
Christmas Hills on the Sunday 
had gradually built up and 
burned large areas of Panton Hill 
and Kangaroo Ground and with 
strong northerly winds behind it, 
was very quickly heading to-
wards Warrandyte. 

It came into Warrandyte from 
the north and witnesses at the 
time noted that it had an eery 
roar to it. There was thick smoke, 
and sparks were showering onto 
the town well ahead of the fire. 
These sparks caused many fires 
ahead of the main front . Many of 
these were quickly extinguished 
by people living in the town, oth-
erwise there would have been 
even more devastation in the 
township. 

Because of the very dry condi-
tions and the limited resources 
available, the brigades and other 
volunteers had little hope of con-

trolling the fire. In North 
Warrandyte, the whole area east 
of a line roughly between Glynns 
Road and Yeomans Road was 
completely burned out. 

By a stroke of good luck and 
possibly a combination of wind 
speed and direction , the fire 
jumped over the main township 
area and burned on into Fourth 
Hill and further to the south. The 
fire was eventually stopped at 
the Maroondah Highway and 
near Deep Creek Road later on 
the Tuesday night. The fire had 
burned a total area of 22,520 
hectares. 

The North Warrandyte brigade 
were fighting the fire near the 
corner of Blooms Road and Kan-
garoo Ground Road. Not far from 
where they were working, two of 
their members, Leonard Brown 
and Harold Betton were killed 
when they took refuge in the 
water tanks at their homes. 
Leonard Brown was sheltering in 
a concrete tank under his house 
when the house burned down 
over the top of him. Harold 
Betton was spraying his house 
from inside an elevated concrete 
tank when the tank stand col-
lapsed. 

The brigades and other local 
volunteers spent the following 
week blacking out the fire as it 
continued to smoulder and 
break out for days afterwards. 

(Based on research by the late 
Bruce Bence.) 

• Interested in local history? 
Call in at the Old Post Office Mu-
seum any weekend afternoon, or 
phone the Warran(O,'te Historical 
Society on 9844 3662. 



WARRANDYTE CELLARS I 
Peter's Christmas Selections ,-~ .. -

. . 1 
'j Peter, Bernie, Andrew & Paula would 

like to wish all our valued customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

O \ a 
•• 0 ... 

WINES 
Miranda Somerton Range .. ... ...... ........ .. ........ .... $5. 95 
Seaview Glass Mountain .... .... .. .. .. ..... ........ ... .. ... $7.95 
Hardy's Insignia Range ......... ...... .......... ....... ... .. $9.99 
Debortoli Vat I/ Durif ...... ........... ... ... ... ...... ... .. $10.95 
Taylors Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon ..... ... .. $ I 4 .95 
Penfolds 95 Riesling ..... ........... .. ...... .... .. ...... ... $14.95 
Yarra Bum 98 Sauvignon Blanc/Semi llon .. ... ... $ 17 . 95 
Badgers Brook 97 Merlot.. ............. ........ .... ... .. $ 16.95 
Yerring Station 'Touche' Chardonnay ........... ... $ 14 .9 5 
(White wine of the month - $1 70 per dozen) 
flanagans Ridge Shiraz 1996 ....... ......... .......... $ 15.95 
(Red wine of the month - $180 p er dozen) 

HUGE SELECTION OF SMALL 
VINEYARD WINES 

Expert advice in all areas of wine. 
Corporate and Party orders. 

Weno stock a range of handmade Cuban cigars. 

TRADING HOURS 
Mon-Wed 9am-8pm 
Thu-Sat 9am -9pm 
Sunday l 0.30am-5pm 

XMAS WEEK 
Mon 2 1st 9am-9pm 
Tue 22nd 9am-9pm 
Wed 23rd 9am -9pm 
Thu 24th 9am-9pm 

CLOSED 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sat 26th 9am-9pm 

BEEKS 
cascade Premium Lager 
345ml bottles (6-pack) ... .. ...... ... $11.99 
Chimay Grand Reserve 750ml ... $13.00 

BOURBON 
Cougar .. ..... .... ... ...... ... ..... ... ..... .. $26.95 

Makers Mark ...... .. .... ...... ... ........ $39.95 

LIQUEURS 
Father O'Leary's Velvet Cream ... .. $9.50 
Cointreau (free ice bucket) ..... ... $45.95 
Bait z 500ml range .................. ... $17 .95 
Midori 500ml ........ ... ...... ........... $25.95 

SPAKKLINGS 
Cockatoo Ridge .... . .................. .... $9.95 
Windy Peak ... .... .. ... .. ..... .. ... . ...... $10.95 
Tatachilla Pinot .. .... .. .. .. ... .......... $13.99 
Clover Hill ..... .... .... .. ................ .. $32.00 
Bollinger N. V .. ........ .................. . $68.00 

SCOTCH 
Grant's Scotch 700ml ..... .... . $24.99 ea 

Lang's Scotch ... ... ... .. .... ....... $22.99 ea 

Glenfiddich Pure Malt ....... . ... $49.95 ea 

BRANDY 
Bardinet French 700ml .... .. ... .... $19.99 

St Agnes ......... ........... ............... $18.95 

KEADY TO DRINK 
Ruskis 6-pack .... .. .... . .... ........ .. .. $15.00 

Cougar & Cola 
440ml can ...... .......... .. ...... 3 for $ I 0.00 

PORT 
Our own delicious IO y.o. 
straight from the barrel! ........ only $9 ltr 

Chambers Liqueur Muscat ..... .... $19.95 

152 YAKRA STREET, WAKRANDYTE. PHONE 9844 3282 
ALL MAJOR CR.EDIT CARDS - MOBILE BfTPOS FACILITIES - FR.EB DELIVERY (metro only) 

: ' ----_____,,* 
• (j 



Chrisbnas 
tidings 
down 
through 
the ages 

i@:ti 

,,,~ 
,~, 

-----------~ ¾ 1,, .. -·flr_l·~~(~ · •'""' 
gloll"f: ~-;::; • \ 

• I / J•f 
00 I • • •• •• If/~• 

WARRANDYTE'SCHRBTMASSHOPPNG 

The Diary has seen 28 Christmases come and go. Founding 
editor CLIFF GREEN wandered through our files to see how 
Warrandyte has marked Christmas these past 28 years. 

present by hauling the safe out of our 
local State Bank with a stolen tow-truck. 

Subdlvlders were causing concern In 
December 1985, Smokey reported the 
classic case of the naked jogger In our 
Issue of December 1986 and In 1987 we 
were bemoaning proposals for 20 new 
shops in the township. & PART from the Diary Itself, 

which began publication In 
December 1970, 
Warrandyle's special 
Christmas present that year 

was clear, fresh water. The town was 
connected to the Board of Works supply 
and the milk-coloured, chlorinated river 
waler we'd been drinking was a thing of 
the pasL 

"Another link with Warrandyte's past 
washed down our non-existent drains," 
we wrote. "Did anyone think to put 
down a souvenir bottling of Warrandyte 
'70?" 

Tolerance and goodwill were In the air 
ln 1971 and that Christmas saw our first 
combined churches carol service 
celebrated on the riverbank at Stiggant 
Reserve. 

According to the Diary, "the Anglican, 
Catholic and Presbyterian churches 
have been holding monthly discussions, 
open to everyone, and have been 
discovering that they have a lot more In 
common than they ever anticipated". 

We called, in the December 1972 
issue, for the commencement of 
extensions lo the recreation ground 
pavilion. Warrandyte had to wait 15 
years for that particular present. In the 
same issue, Harry Hudson recalled the 
Christmas festival of I 956 when the 
Warrandyte Arts Association was born. 

December 1973 saw us thundering 
atialnst the Yarra Brae dam (which 
dtdn'l eventuate) and In December 1974 
we were demanding new primary and 
secondary schools (which did). 

Peace and goodwill didn't gel much of 
a go In the political climate of 1975, and 
December was federal election month. 
"Attacks on Yarra Valley planning and 
conservation are the hard face of Fraser 
Liberalism showing through the 
environmentalist veneer," wrote sitting 
ALP member Race Mathews In the 

Diary. Whew! 
We were promised a terrific present In 

December 1976. The Warrandyte 
Environment League announced plans 
for the Hrst Warrandyte festival. A 
promise that was delivered and bas 
been kept ever since. 

Local sports lovers scored the 
following two years. The new squash 
courts were announced in December 
1977 (since closed), and a year later the 
tennis clubhouse was almost finished. 
The promised pavilion cante a little 
later when plans were announced, In 
December 1979, for a $110,000 complex. 

Christmas 1980 saw us celebrating the 
purchase by Doncaster and 
Templestowe council of the "Getson" 
land, site for our proposed new 
community centre. We had to wait more 
than 10 years for that dream to become 
reality. 

We received another marvellous 
present ln time for Christmas I 981, 
when the state government announced 
that it was going to buy 154 hectares of 
bushland, between Warrandyte and 
Wonga Park, lo add to the State Park. 

"This move by the government will 
ensure that another nine kilometres of 
natural bushland along the Yarra banks 
is permanently preserved for the 
enjoyment of the people," local Liberal 
MP Norman Lacey told the Diary. 

By December 1982 we were getting 
ourselves into a right old lather over 
plans to put a big kink in Yarra Street, 
diverting it away from the village and 
towards the river, straight through the 
old post office. fortunately, that was a 
gift from officialdom we were able lo 
send straight back. 

The Warrandyte Elderly Citizens 
celebrated their 21st birthday In time 
for Christmas 1983. In 198.4 a couple of 
would·be thieves were foiled when they 
tried to give themselves a whopping big 

The Diary celebrated its 20th birthday 
In December 1990 and, for the first time, 
fire brigades were suggesting people 
might be safer If they stayed In their 
properly prepared homes during a 
bushfire. We were also hard al It, saving 
the eagles up on The Chase ln North 
Warrandyte. 

People took seriously the CFA's 
warning that the fire risk In December 
1991 was the "worst yet"; earlier that 
year a swathe of country north of the 
river was burnt out. In December 1992 a 
disaster plan for the whole of 
Warrandyte was underway. 

lo December 1993, Doncaster-
Templestowe council was holding firm 
against subivislon in the Green Wedge, 
despite increased agitation from some 
landowners, but a year later, In 
December 1994, we issued our first 
stern warning against the possibility of 
a ring road through Warrandyte. 

We sel the media alight right across 
Melbourne when we were the first lo 
announce, in our December 1996 issue, 
thal fire brigades could refuse lo enter 
certain streets during a bushfire. 

"In the event of a major wildfire the 
local volunteer brigades will consider 
nol entering some streets in Warrandyte 
and North Warrandyte because they 
have been identified as extreme fire 
risk areas," a CFA spokesman told us. 

In December lasl year, the whole town 
was up ln arms about a major threat to 
our dual occupancy ban and a proposal 
lo erect a new 24-hour petrol station, 
convenience store and four-bay 
carwash on the Riverview Motors ·slle in 
Yarra Street. Thanks lo concerted local 
action the mega-service station proposal 
has disappeared but the dual occupancy 
threat still hangs over us. 

So what"s new under the sun? 

Thank you all for another fun-filled year 
It's the time to thank all those 
hardworking people-most of 
them volunteers-who have 
brought you your favourite 
newspaper during 1998. 

News stories were by David 
Wyman, Fia Clendinnen, Cliff 
Green, Rachel Baker, Clinton 
Grybas and Prudence Truby• 
King . Columnists were 
Smokey Joe, Pat Coupar, 
Roger Kibell, Marilyn Moore 
and Judy Green. 

Features were written by 
Glen Jameson, Richard 
Warwick, Lorraine Warren, 
Marion Winton, Don 
Charlwood and Julie Murray. 
We published poetry by 
Hellena Allan, Janet Foote, 
Susan Brown and Elisabeth 

Gallagher. Sports stories were 
by Lee Tindale, Rachel Baker, 
Damien Arsenis and Judy 
Green. 

Occasional contributors in• 
eluded Jacky Law, Doreen 
Burge , Yvonne Reid , Rhys 
James, Jason Cameron, Ken Vir-
tue, Gerry Pearce, Lee 
O'Mahoney, Joy Ness, Joan 
Golding, Peter Hook, Doug 
Seymour, Peter Meehan, Jenny 
Chapman, Hazel Holly and 
Louise Joy. 

Artwork by Jock Macneish, 
Paul Williams, Melanie Coupar, 
Wayne Rankin and Syd Tunn. 
Photographs by Sandy 
Burgoyne, Jan Tindale, Austin 
Polley and Greig Ruthven . 

The paper was edited and de• 

signed by Cliff Green and Lee 
Tindale and Jan Tindale 
organised assignments, carried 
out research and assisted with 
community liaison. Rachel 
Schroeder set the type, de-
signed the ads and handled pro-
duct ion, assisted by Mark 
Schroeder. Streamline Press 
printed our paper and John 
Ingram delivered press mate--
rial. Sandy Burgoyne took over 
as internet editor and sent us 
back into cyberspace. 

Rae Danks charmed our ad-
vertisers and kept our accounts 
and John Roberts looked after 
our corporate responsibilities . 
Don Humpreys kept our office 
spic and span and Peter 
Norman took our newspaper 

out to our many, much-appre--
ciated distribution points. 

Last, bul certainly not least, 
we remember the people who 
make it a ll financially pos• 
sible-our advertisers. 

And, finally, heartfelt thanks 
to you, our loyal and enthusi-
astic readers , with a special 
mention for those who con-
tributed to our Dear Diary 
page. 

We won't be around in Janu-
ary, but co me the second 
week of February and we'll be 
back, bright-eyed and bushy• 
tailed, bringing you all the lo-
cal news . In lhe meantime, 
here's wishing everyone a joy-
ous Christmas and a bright 
and peaceful 1999. 

WARRANCVTE EVE CARE 

OPTOMETRISTS 
We provide comprehensive eye 

examinations which include: 
Vision and Eye Health Assessments 
Glasses and 
Contact Lenses 
Glaucoma Testing 
Cataract Assessment 
and Management 
Assessments for Laser Eyesight 
Correction 
Children 's Vision 

Consultations are 
BULKBIWD 
to MEDICARE 

9B44 4422 
Shop 2B, Goldfields Plaza 

402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 

FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
• Rewire Flyscreens and Doors • 

• Fix Dripping Taps • Rehang Jamming Door • 
• Repair Door Locks - or Fit New Locks • 

• Refit Loose Towel Rails • Repair Furniture • 

GEOFF RUCK 
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD 

9876 3331 
YOUR LOCAL CABINET MAKER 

• Felling 
• Shaping 

Acclaim Renovation 
& Addition 

HIA 522019 
Regislered Bu11d1119 P13ct111oner DB 04170 

HIA Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National Kttchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

A mW rA\ l"li!ml 
PROMPT SERVICE 

FREE DESIGN/QUOTATION 
9850 2592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts for Everything 

Experienced • 
Climber 

Fully Insured • 

WARRANDYTE 
••GLASS** 

NOWIN 
SOUTH WARRANDYTE 
All types of glass, 
glazing, mirrors 

and repairs. 
Terry Ryan 

9879 0373 or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS 

Warrandyte Community Centre 
has facilities for 

• Receptions• Meetings• Social Gatherings 
• Community Functions 

RATES AVAILABLE ON APPLICATION. 
ENQIDRIES: 9844 4503 
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TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
SALES AND SERVICE 
Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed. 
SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS 

Ph: 9644 3970 Mob: 018 175 274 

r--------------------------~ PLUMBER AND GASFITTER I 
I 
I CO CES IO S TO PE SIO ERS 
I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available-JO David Rd, WARRANDYTE 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 L--------------------------~ 

SL PERB LARGE :\LLOTME:\T. ap proxi mately 82'6 .. x 150' in sought 
.1fter locuion dose to all amen111e,s. Fu lly serviced and e njoying a 

sealed ro:.1tl. YOCR OFFER I - l '-: \ 'l TED .. 
$99,950 

Gigs galore 
***** Warrandyte Youth Services are 

holding their last band event for lhe 
year on Friday, December 18 at 
Warrandyte Mechanics Hall. The 
line-up Includes local bands 
Ishedah, The King and I, Rasputin, 
Undertow as well as Humbug, 
winners of the Triple J unearthed 
competition In lhe Albury reltlon. 
Cost Is $6 with no passouts. This Is a 
totally supervised drug and alcohol-
free evenl. Everyone welcome. For 
more lnformalion call Cathy or Ken 
on 9844 2985. 

Peirs Brown, lead singer 
with local band Rasputin, at 
a previous WYS gig. 

High school Big Band trumpets. (Picture by Greig Ruthven) 
Music students at Warrandyte 
High School recentl y enter-
tained parents and fri ends at a 
concert celebrating all they had 
learned during the year. Impro-
visation skill s demonstrated by 

noted musician Don Burrows 
earli er in the year were evident. 

Th e mu sica l evening co m-
bined classical music with jazz 
and blues, flut es, guitars , saxo-
phones, clarin ets and brass in-

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
• SECONDHAND 
• RETREADS 
• BATTERIES 
• ALLOY WHEELS 
•PICKUP AVAILABLE 

ing wllh ope n fire, 3 good bedrooms, spa bathroom and 
r kitchen GREAT VALUE. 

6/1& BRISBANE STREET, fLTHAM 6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

$175,000 

SPENCEit_MA!lIIN rAl°in. 
163 Y ARRA TREET W ARRANDYTE 3113 

CLE,\ '\' .HARTIS 
91144 3535 

98441511 
JOHN SPENCER 

98442593 

·-------· I TIMBER STAINING I 
I MUDBRICK & CEMENT I 
I * Rendering I 
I I * Repairs I I * Colour Matching 
I * Waterproofing I 
I I Ring MICHAEL I I 
I on 9712 0436 I 

·-------· 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
1 0am to 5.30pm 

cA big thm,~ you to aQQ Ob oun custoWlens 
who have supponted us thnough the yean 

,.,c 

.,, 

Metal Roof & Spouting 
NEW & REPAIRS 

Greg Lloyd 
Licensed Roof Plumber 

Uc No: 31401 
Phone: (0~ 9844 3619 
Mobile: 0 11 267 490 

No Job Too Small 

CURTAINS 
, 
sque 

Romans 
Austrians 
Hollands 

Cedar Venetians 
Micro Venetians 
Canvas Awnings 

Furniture 
Ceramics 
Homewares 

158-160 Yarra Street 
Warrandyte Vic 3113 Phone 9844 0960 

struments. Thanks were given 
to last year 's music captains, 
Drew Hanna and Elise Hodgson. 
Th e musi c captains for 1999, 
Leis! Kearn and Aaron Devitt , 
were announced. 

Phone 94391143 or 9439 5978 
Fax: 9439 9514 

Quality Clothing • Maternity 
Clothing • Nursery Furniture 

• Mountain Buggies• Nursery 
Equipment • Toys and Books 

• Disposable Nappies • Birthwrites 
NOW IN STOCK: Yaks by Purnell . 

All sizes available. $39-$42 

SHOP 3 COLIN AVENUE, 
WEST END, WARRANDYTE 

PHONE 9844 3484 



Historical calendar 
A handsome 1999 calendar, fea-
turing photographs ol Warran-
dyte-then and now-is avail-
able from the Warrandyte His-
torical Society lor $ I 0. They can 
be purchased at the Old Post 
Ollice Museum in Yarra Street, 
any weekend afternoon, from 
the Warrandyte Post Ollice or 
from Potters Cottage Gallery. 
Mall orders can be accepted !or 
an extra $2.50. Call Gina on 9844 
3662. 

Fete 
St Stephens Anglican Church 
parish lete was a great success. 
They have asked us to thank all 
sponsors and donors who 
made contributions, Andersons 
Creek Primary School choir, 
Warrandyte Primary Gade 2 
choir and the adult choir under 
Lise Moran lor their musical 
performances. Ralfle winners 
were: 1st prize (family hamper) 
Kenton Molloy, 2nd prize (car 
package) D. McGeachan, 3rd 
prize (photography package) 
Sam Mason. 

Readings 
Marion Winton, who organised 
the public readings by local 
authors at the Grand Hotel dur-
ing the last Warrandyte Festi-
val, is planning on doing it again 
at the 1999 lestival. II you're in-
terested, you can call Marion on 
9844 2971. 

Joey scouts 
A new joey scout mob, !or boys 
and girls aged 6 and 7, will com-
mence in Warrandyte in the sec-
ond week in February. Joey 
scouts are the pre-cub part ol 
the scouting movement. They 
play games, do crafts , listen to 
visitors (lire, police and so on) 
and go on outings. Anyone in-
terested can contact Margaret 
Randall on 9842 1293. 

Carols 
The annual carols by candle-
light, presented by the com-
bined local churches, will be 
held at Stiggants Reserve on 
Sunday, December 13 at 
8.30pm. BYO candles and rugs. 
Donations to the Christmas 
Bowl Appeal. 

Complete 
John Hanson is attempting to 
complete a lull set ol the 
Warrandyte Diary. He is only 
missing two issues-number 
221 (May 1991) and number 283 
(December 1996). II you can 
help, please call John on 9844 
3906. 

Exhibition 
An exhibition ol contemporary 
works by Paul Wakim, Olga Wa-
ters and May Kalvza is being 
held at the Manningham Gal-
lery, rear ol the municipal of-
fices, 699 Doncaster Road, 
Doncaster. The exhibition, en-
titled Reflection 01 The Spirit, 
will run from December 9 to 13. 
The gallery is open from 9am to 

Conducted by JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news in the letterbox in 
the front door of our office at the 
Community Centre, fax it to 9844 
4168, or post it to PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday 
in the month. 

5pm, Tuesday to Friday and 
from I lam to 5pm, Saturday 
and Sunday. 

English 
A series of free English language 
classes is being held at the 
Latrobe University Language 
Centre, corner Kingsbury Drive 
and Waterdale Road, Bundoora. 
Sessions will run from 2 to 4pm, 
Mondays to Fridays , from Janu-

Warrandyte High School celebrated their 20th anniversary 
with a banquet auction and reunion. These ex-students from 
the school's second intake±-1979 to 1984-had a thousand 
memories to share. (Picture by Happy Medium) 

ary 4 to 29 and Febuary 1 to 26. 
The course is designed for any-
one whose first language is not 
English. Contact Christine or 
Katrina on 9479 2417 lor further 
information. 

Overeaters 
Overeaters Anonymous meets 
on Mondays, from 8 to 9.30pm, 
at the North Ringwood Commu-
nity House, 120 Oban Road , 
North Ringwood. For informa-
tion call Kath on 9725 6470 (al-
ter 6pm) or Maureen on 9726 
6896. 

Mah jong 
Mah jong is played on Thursday 
eveni n g at 7.30pm at the 
TemplestoweArt Centre, Foote 
Street, Templestowe. All wel-
come. 

Unclaimed 
Warrandyte Police are holding 
a small sum of money, found 
near the bridge in September. 
Any enquiries to S/C Noel Wil-
son at the police station, 9844 
3231. 

Bridge 
A bridge club meets on Mon-
days at 1pm and Thursdays at 
7.30pm. Experienced, new play-
ers welcome. Call 9439 2770. 

More carols 
Th e annual Warrandyte Pri-
mary School Carols By Torch-
light will be held on Thursday, 
December 10, commencing at 
7.45pm. All are invited to attend 
at the school's open-air stage. 
BYO rug. 

Local Christmas church services 
The annual carols by 
candlelight service 
will be held at 
Stiggants Reserve on 
Sunday, December 13 
at 8.30pm. It is a 
combined presenta-
tion of the local 
churches. BYO 
candles and rugs. 
Donations will go to 
the Christmas Bowl 
Appeal. 

* ANGLICAN (9844 3473): 
Christmas Eve- I I .30pm; 
Christmas Day-Barn and 
9.30am. 

* CATHOLIC (9876 1509): 
Christmas Eve-8pm (Park 
Orchards), Midnight Mass 
(Warrandyte) ; Christmas 
Day-Mass 10am (Park Or-
chards) . 

* COMMUNITY CHURCH 
(9844 4148): 
December 20-IOam 
'Christmas all year 
round'; Christmas Eve-
7.30pm 'Christmas Gilts'; 
Christmas Day-lOam 
'Christmas Story'. 

* UNITING (9844 3843): 
Christmas Eve-7.30pm 
Carols and 11 .30pm; 
Christmas Day-9am. 
People requiring 
transport or more 
information should 
contact the church of 
their choice on the 
phone numbers aboue. 

~Ming's Warran 

Want it typed? 
Want it quick? 
Want it local? 

Want a good price? 

Call Rainbow 
Secretarial Service on 

9844 2139 

PUQffY NATUQAJJ 
BEAurY THER/\Pl~ 

at POSSt.m Hollow 
2b Webb Street, Warrandyte 

.luaca & Rosellill Oil l'nNhlcll 
Trutlllntslslak 

RelanllOII Masaate, Fadall, 
Wy Wultll lld P1Nficlra. 

Avaiable t,y appoi,ment 
Tues, ffi and Sal 

Phone 9844 4881 or 0416 023 642 
DECEIIBER OFfER-f'REE GlfT 

rill uy IKial or 

Yarra Valley 
Hydroponics 

"A ali9 tk /lttl.r 1,-et(f,/' II 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon-Thur 9am-6pm 

Fri 9am-9pm 
Sat-Sun 1Qam-3pm 

Shop 5/90 Melbourne Hill Rd 
Warrandyte 

• 

Phone 9844 0054 
Mobile 0416 339 898 

: I : 

qA) ailtefr.e 
HOMESTEAD 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Self-contained cott .... gr 
w,th old f hioncd ch.vm 

Children wclcomr 

Enjoy a pe.ceful t.ay 
a.midst a rambling 

EDNA \\~LLING GARDE, 
Close to .\\1 Buller, 

Mt Stirling & Coughs Bay 

,\.1id-\\eek pecials 

JOAN & STEVE FERGUSON 
(formerly of Warrandyte) 

Phone/Fax 5777 3550 
Postal address: 

P.O. Box 392, Mansfield 3724 
Residential: 

1a Fielding Lane. Piries 

Editarial UII M copy 
DEADLINE 

doses last Friday 

I BOBCAT I ROCK BREAKER 
• TIPPER HIRE 

,.. 

•MINI EXCAVATOR 
Call Tony Humphreys 911 Z 0305 

or f018J 110 206 

RON C. DAY 
GARDEN SOILS 

BUILDING SANDS 

All quarry products For drives & paths 

9844 3329 

CHINESE RESTAlJRANT (BYO) 
BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY 

11 COURSE MEAL ONLY $22.00 PER PERSON 
MENU - Soup: Chicken Sweet Corn Entree: BBQ Roast Pork, Golden Prawn Ball, Mini Mushroom 
Roll, Lup Chung Main Course: Ming's Combination Deluxe, Sizzling Fillet Steak with Cantonese 
Sauce, Crispy Chicken with Plum Sauce, Special Fried Rice Dessert: Deep Fried Ice-cream or 
Fresh Strawberries and Ice-cream Coffee or Tea • ALSO menu to suit your Christmas budget 

Trading Hours 
Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm 
Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm 

.... _S_h_op_6_, 9-2-M-el_b_o_u_rn_e_H_II_I R_o_a_d_, _w_e_st_E_n_d_S_h_o_p_p_in_g_c_e_n_tr_e_, w_a_rr_a_nd_yt_e _______ k • ~-----~~~~~-!~-~-4 __ o_o_Q_Q__. (opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2 (_W_ 
••• 



a 
NILLUMBIK 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
BUILDING 
SURVEYORS 

A dir~.ion of Nillumbik 'bire Council 
0 Building Permits and Inspection 
0 pplication checking time to suit 

1our n 
0 Inspecti n times a ailabl 
0 peciali t advice in mud-brick 

nstruction 
0 peciali t advice on t rmite protection 
0 peciali. t advice on bush-fire protection 

Nillumbik Environmental 
Building Surveyors 

CiVlC Drive. Grecn'ihorough 
PH: (03) 9--l'H-311 l 

PO Bo. 476 G=nshorough 3088 
FAX: (03) 9432-9559 

Warrandyte 
Community 
Market 
Under the gum trees 
be ide the Yarra on 
Stiggants Re erve, 
Yarra St, Warrandyte 
1 t Saturday of each 
month - except January, 
9am-lpm. 
Come and join in! 
Hand-crafted gifts of 
all kinds, toys, art works, 
pottery, plants, clothing, 
gift cards, leatherwork, 
cake , jams, honey, fruit, 
produce. 
Ample parking. 
Light refre hments 
available. 
Bring along your family 
and friends. 

A 
) i \'J..,~•·</ 

. { ··,·/~ 
. ,~ 

Enquiries lo 9844 4495, or write to PO Box 158, Warrandyte 
31 I 3, enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope. 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

TERRACE OPEN 

Hitmen belted in big 
basketball cup coup 

By CLINTON GRYBAS 
Callum Anderson entered the 
1998 Greyburn Cup summer 
basketball season with one 
clear goal in mind: to assemble 
the best possible team to break 
the Hitmen's stranglehold on 
the competition. 

On December 2 the mission 
was accomplished as Ander-
son·s side, the undefeated 
Teletubbies, belted the Hitmen 
73-3 I in the most lopsided 
grand final ever. 

"We went in there expecting 
to win it but certainly not by 
that margin," said Anderson al-
ter the Teletubbies denied the 
Hitmen a third straight crown. 

"We shot the ball very well 
over the last couple ol games 
and really played as a team , 
with good olfensive move-
ment." 

The emphasis on ·team" was 
not a minor one. They were so 
well drilled that had the 
Tel e tubbies' seven been in 
charge ol Saving Private Ryan 
instead ol Tom Hanks, Steven 
Spielberg would never have had 
a movie-i t would have been 
over too soon. 

The grand linal was close lor 
only the lirst minute, the Tubs 
opening with a lree-throw be-
lore the Hitmen's John Moore 
dropped in a long three-
pointer-suggesling his shoot-
ing slump was about to come to 
a timely end. 

But while he collected eight 

Winne~ certainly are grinne~. Open section MVP Adam 
Barwick (left) and Teletubbies 'mastennind' Callum 
Ande~on. 
points in the lirst hall he didn"t 
score in the second, a defi-
ciency amplilied when back 
court running mate David 
Thwaites was held to just 
seven. Between them they av-
eraged 30 points per game in 
the regular season. In the play-
offs it was just 10. 

While no one else stepped up 
to provide the balance the Tubs 
had winners in Mark Herring 
(17 points , including a buzzer 
beater at half-time which made 
it 32-14) while Stephen Oakley 

had 15 and Jarrod Conley 14. 
Robert Johnston led the Hitmen 
with 11 . 

Anderson had just six but was 
more than content to take a 
back seat in the methodical dis-
section. "The season was al-
ways only going to be a one--ofl 
lor us so we are delighted with 
the result," he said. 

Meanwhile, the biggest crowd 
of the night saw the Plastics 
return to the winners circle 
with a 25-22 win over the River 
Rats in the Over-30s final. 

The Plastics led 14-7 at hall-
time and pushed ahead alter 
the break with Les Earnshaw 
(eight points) and Steve Doyle 
(six) contributing the bulk of 
the scoring . Max Sommers 
(eight) led the Rats , who drew 
within two when Horrle 
Aldenhoven scored in the last 
minute. 

The women's Grand Hotel 
Cup again went the way of the 
PP Champs, who comprehen-
sively beat the Sneakers 27-14. 

The Champs led by just lour 
at hall-time but wrapped it up 
early in the second stanza with 
Amanda Mclellan (10 points) 
and Cathy Lynch (nine) leading 
the way. Jo Yarwood (six) was 
best for the Sneakers. 

In the Most Valuable Player 
award votin g Adam Borwi ck 
pipped David Thwaites 25 votes 
to 22 to win his first open sec-
tion award . Aldo Sinni won the 
Over-30s and Amanda Mclellan 
the women's. 

Th e new senior basketball 
season starts in February. For 
entry details contact Steve 
Doyle on 9434 1385. 

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
VOTING: Open Section: Adam 
Barwick 25 votes , David 
Thwaites 22, Mark Herring 19. 
Over-30 Section: Aldo Sinni 37, 
Les Earnshaw 28, David 
Thermorshuizen 22. Grand Ho-
tel Cup: Amanda Mclellan 15, 
Suzi Edwards 14, Terri Slabon 
10. 

Karen takes Redbacks reins 
Bi, DAMIAN ARSENIS 

Warrandyte Basketball Club ap-
proach the new millenium with 
new president Karen Pearce at 
the helm. 

In what proved to be a night 
ol new laces at the recent an-
nual general meeting, Pearce 
was elected unopposed. 

Long-serving outgoing presi-
dent Bruce Macdonald can re-
flect on his time with the com-
mittee as one ol great satis lac-
tion--a time that has secured 
th e Re dbacks their long-
awaited s tadium . 

Macdonald will continue to 
work with the Andersons Creek 
Stadium management team. 

Also retiring from the commit-
tee were Anne Robinson and 
Anne Lynch , who have also 
given invaluable service. 

Scott Bradbury is the new 
vi ce-president (also unop-
posed) and has already started 
work on the new Redback spon-
sorship packages. 

The Redbacks" lirst Twilight 
Presentation Day last month 

was an outstanding success, an 
estimated 300 people packing 
Warrandyte High School sta-
dium to see and hear former 
South East Melbourne Magic 
premiership captain Darren 
Perry present the trophies . ABC 
broadcaster Clinton Grybas 
was MC. 

A range ol activities included 
a shootout, with the winners 
receiving the very eye-catchi ng 
new Redback jackets. 

Capping ofl a memorable day 
was and exhibition match be-
tween the champion Ul7 A 
Redback girls team and the 
lamed local Phantoms, who are 
now part ol Warrandyte Basket-
ball Club. 

After a tight contest early, the 
Phantoms used thei r superior 
size and strength to record a 33-
22 victory. 

The Redback gi rl s earned 
warm applause lor their light-
ing elfort . Kelly Pollard 
topscored !or them with I 0 
points, Allison Aldohaven rack-
ing up 12 lor the Phantoms. 

GRAND 
HOTEL 
EST.1895 

Championship kids 
produce the goods 

In a glorious end to a long 
season, two Warrandyte 
teams made the gn.nd finals 
of the Victorian Junior 
Basketball Champlonshlps-
for two premierships. 

Gavin Wbltmore's U12 
Metro 1 boys and the Ul4 
Metro 3 boys of Gerry Pearce 
both triumphed In their 
respective divisions. 

The U 12s took the game 
right up to Doncaster from 
the start and their exciting 
brand of basketball took 
them to a 10-i>olnt lead, 
holding steady until the half. 

But the Doncats were not 
done yet and the second hair 

was a free-scoring affair, the 
teams exchanging baskets 
and James Davis particularly 
Impressive on his way lo a 
team-high 21 poluts. 

The Redbacks held off the 
spirited but tiring Doncaster, 
then pulled away for a 
comfortable victory. 

Matched against Kellor 
Thunder, the U14s played 
some of their best basketball 
of the season, grabbing the 
early ascendancy and 
dominating the paint. 

Led brilliantly by Jake 
Humble, they answered 
every challenge lo win 
Impressively. 

BISTRO SUMMER 
SPECIALS 

Mon-Thurs 
LUNCH& 
DINNER 

Mr-,:~~w~;~~;;~::.-wIRRANDYTE SALOON 
guitar, boss. Fabulous. 

$7-95 
PUBLIC BAR: 
TlaSIAYI: 9om 

ANTHONY WILSON 
FlaAYl: 9pm "GLENNY BOY" 

IIIIAYl: 5.30pm MATT STONE 

Fill DEC 18: Nick Charles & Alex Bums Rhythm & Blues. 
SAT DEC 19: •PHASE- Steve & Lori. Cabaret, Dancing, Fun. 

Fill DEC 25: CHRISTMAS LUNCH, upst;rs and ~st~r -
SAT DEC 26: Boxing Doy Wayne Homer Bolladeec 
THURDEC31:NEWYEARS EVE. Porty, Dinner, Doncetil late, late, late with 
'Two Post Midnight"' - Wiatt Kilpotndc. BOOK NOW! 

GREAT NEW RANGE OF WINES AND BEERS FOR ALL YOUR FESTIVE OCCASIONS I 

FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIM: 
SEE US ABOUT HIRING OUR SALOON BAR OR PATRICK GARAGHTY ROOM 



BJ RACHEL BAKER 
Consecutive wins have 
restored the stocks of 
Warrandyte Cricket 
Club's first eleven to the 
right side of the ledger 
and put them back on 
course for the ROCA 
Chandler Shield finals . 

Improved performances with 
the bat have carried the 
Bushrangers to victory over 
previously-unbeaten Ainslie 
Park and last year's finalists 
South Ringwood. 

Paul Montgomery. 'We 're 
playing a bit smarter. ' 

-m 
Bushrangers on finals course 

Warrandyte have now won 
three and lost two. A win over 
Templeton at home in the next 
match would have them very 
well placed going into the 
Christmas recess. 

"We are starting to go along 
nicely," captain-coach Paul 
Montgomery said alter the 
South Ringwood game. 'Things 
are looking good-not spec-
tacular, but we're just playing 
solid cricket. 

"We don't get flustered, we 
stay on top of the game. We' re 
playing a bit smarter," Mont-
gomery said. 

"There's been no change to 
training or playing tactics, but 
everything's coming together 
nicely for us. 

"The percentages are improv-
ing. We're getting the numbers 
down to training. We've had 
three wins and two losses and 
hopefully we can add to that." 

Clear signs of improved con-
sistency emerged in the away 
game against Ainslie Park. 

"We did very well ," Montgom-
ery said . "They were one of two 
unbeaten teams in the compe-
tition so to go to their ground 
and beat "them was a good win." 

Warrandyte put together 8/ 
213 in that game, Adam White 
top-scoring with 50 and 
Cameron Day and Jon Sharman 
contributing 45 and 42 respec-
tively. 

When their turn at the crease 
came, Ainslie Park succumbed 
to the pace of Gerald Walshe 
and were dismissed for 174. 

Walshe finished with 6/40and 
Sharman made it a line double 
for the match by chipping in 
with 3/36. 

White was again in great 
touch with the bat against 
South Ringwood, his 68 leading 
the way In Warrandyte 's 9/217. 
Montgomery compiled an in-
valuable 32 and Tony Sture-
steps 29. 

South Ringwood's run chase 
developed into a real nail-biter, 
falling just 17 short. 

Montgomery led by example, 
completing a genuine all-
rounder's performance by tak-
ing the bowling honours with 4/ 
32. 

Walshe made it a nine-wicket 
haul in two innings by taking 3/ 
46 and Greg Tregear's 2/32 was 
more than just handy. 

"South Ringwood played in 
the finals last season so it was 
another good win," Montgom-
ery said. 

"The seconds also won well 
today. They've had two wins 
and three losses , but things 

haven't as good in the lower 
grades (thirds and fourth s). 
They've yet to win. 

"But there's a good feel in the 
club at the moment. The firsts 
are doing well , so everyone 
feels good about that. The 
lower grades just need to get 
some experience and they 
should )mprove as the season 
progresses . 

"II there are any ex-players 
who'd like to come back, 
they're welcome to come and 
play. The lower grades need 
some experienced players to 
help out the younger ones." 

Montgomery, a popular leader 
who is in his second year as 
captain-coach, emphasised that 
the Bushrangers would con-
tinue to go "hard at it". 

"The firsts are in a good posi-
tion now, but we've got to work 
hard. We don't want to ease off," 
he said . 

"II we can win the next one 
we 'll be 4-2 and we"ll be pace-
setting again." 

Details 
Firsts: Warrandyte 8/213 (White 50, Day 
45, Sharman 42)and 1/15 d Ainslie Park 
174 (Walshe 6/40 , Sharman 3/36) . 
Warrandyte 9/217 (White 68 , Montgom-
ery 32, Sturesteps 29) and 0/13 d South 
Ringwood 200 (Montgomery 4/32, 
Walshe 3/46, Tregear 2/32). 

' • 

Gerald Walshe. A nine-eicket haul in two innings. 

Bloods switch on for the start 
The EFL Third Division compe-
tition has been reduced from an 
unwiedly 11 teams to a far more 
manageable 10 with the relega-
tion of both Forest Hill and the 
Whitehorse Pioneers to Divi-
sion 4. 

The introduction of the Box 
Hill-based Pioneers last season 
created a bye situation, some 
clubs (including Warrandyte) 
having two, others one. 

It raised all sorts of permuta-
tions as the finals approached. 
The Pioneers did not win a 
game. Forest Hill won only 
three. 

Last season, Warrandyte 
played only 16 games. Next year 
each club will play 18. 

Returning to Division 3 are 
"old enemies" Templestowe, 

whose only victory in I 998 was 
in their last game. 

Warrandyte's 1999 draw: 
April 10: v Wantirna South {H, 
night) 
April 17: v Coldstream (A) 
April 24: v Kilsyth (H) 
May 1: v Templestowe (A) 
May 8: v Knox (H) 
May 15: v Doncaster East (A) 
May 22: v Southern Cobras (H) 
May 29: v Mt Evelyn (A) 
June 5: v South Croydopn (H) 
June 19: v Wantirna South (A) 
June 26: Coldstream (H) 
July 3: v Kilsyth (A) 
July 10: v Templestowe (H) 
July 17: v Knox (A) 
July 24: v Doncaster East (H) 
July 31: Southern Cobras (A) 
August 7: Mt Evelyn (H) 
August 14: v South Croydon (A) 

BJ LEE TINDALE 
Warrandyte will be switched on-literally-
when the new Eastern Football League sea-
son opens on Saturday, April IO. 

The Bloods will play Wantirna South at 
home under lights , the first senior night 
football match in this town's history and 
also a first for the EFL. 

It will be quite a day, twilight and night. 
The Under-18s will kick off proceedings in 
the afternoon, followed by the Reserves, 
then the Seniors , who will take the field at 
7-7.30pm. 

The "step into the dark" was prompted 
by the success of an Under-18s game un-
der lights against Fairpark-itself a first-
on August 17, the recreation reserve hav-
ing been fully floodlit two months earlier. 

That Friday night match attracted a big 
crowd and Warrandyte Football Club ex-
pect the triple-header to draw a bumper 
one. 

The venture has the unqualified blessing 
of the EFL. 

"In what will be a perfect way to start sea-
son 1999, the EFL is looking forward to 
Warrandyte creati ng club history by play-
ing under lights in Round I," league media 

and events manager Justin Nelson told the 
Diary. 

"The EFL actively encourages all clubs to 
explore every avenue to increase commu-
nity involvement and interest in football. 
Night football has become a proven formula 
in attracting supporters and the 
Warrandyte move into this arena is wel-
comed by the league." 

Said WFC president Jell Evans: "Obviously 
we were delighted by the response to the 
Under-18s night game and senior football 
under lights was the logical next step. 

"Playing at night is not going to suit all of 
our players or all of Wantirna South's. But 
this game will be good for footy. good for 
the community and good for both clubs. 

"It is a great opportunity." 
The game will be filmed , with commen-

tary, by the EFL media team for its Eastern 
Footy Show (9-11 am on Saturdays on Chan-
nel 31). 

Highlights will be shown the Saturday 
morning after the game and copies of the 
full videotape will be available, at $30, from 
the league at short notice. 

The EFL sold 800 tapes of various games 
last season. 

• Warrandyte's pre-season training will 
start on December 14 with a run at the rec-
reation reserve al 6.30pm, [allowed by a 
team meeting to discuss the new season. 
Training will break for Christmas-New Year 
and resume on January 18. 

• Greg Alchin, who has had a long asso-
ciation with junior football in Warrandyte, 
has been appointed coach of the Under-18s. 
Alchin coached the Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club's Under-17 Colts to the Yarra 
Junior Football League premiership last 
season. As Under-18s coach in 1999, he will 
be overseeing the further development of 
many of those premiership players. 

Outstanding senior player Aaron Woolley 
will be his assistant. 

As previously reported, senior coach Lex 
Munro was reappointed midway through 
last season- a season in which he piloted 
the Bloods to second place on the ladder 
at the end of the home-and-away program 
(winning 12 of their 16 games), only to see 
them falter in their two finals . 

The Reserves coaching position has not 
yet been filled. Ashley Grybas, who did the 
job in 1998, reapplied but then withdrew 
to concentrate on playing senior football. 

Pokies club 'a year away' Junior coaches sought 
Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club, who brought home two 
premierships last season, are 
seeking "innovative and enthu-
siastic" coaches for 1999. 

A major priority will be find-
ing the right person to replace 
Greg Al chin as coach of the Un-
der-17 Colts. Alchin, who led 
the Colts to last season's llag 
(the other Warrandyte premiers 
were the Under-I Is) will coach 
most of those boys again as 
Under-18sin 1999fortheseni r 
club. 

BJ LEE TINDALE 
Don't expect to see Club 
Warrandyte-the joint 
venture by the local football 
club and the Grand Hotel 
which would see the return 
of poker machines to 
Warrandyte-to be up and 
running before Christmas 
next year. 

Warrandyte Football Club 
president Jeff Evans told the 
Bloods' annual general 
meeting last month that the 
project was going ahead, but 
that It was a long, detailed 
and slow process. 

He nominated Christmas 
1999 as a possible launching 
time. 

"We are proceeding slowly 
and carefully because we do 
not want to make mistakes," 
Evans said. 

Under the proposal, the 
football club would lease 
most of the hotel facllltie&-
lncludlng the gaming room, 
which closed In March when 
Tattenalls withdrew Its 

poker machines at the 
expiration of Its contract 
with the Grand. 

Evans sees Club 
Warrandyte as a means of 
guaranteeing the long-term 
vlablity of WFC and Improv-
ing local sporting amenities 
and facilities generally. 

The Bloods' AGM put 
Warrandyte In line with the 
trend among other sporting 
clubs by streamlining the 
executive to just five, to be 
backed by strong sub-
committees. 

Evans was returned 
unopposed for a third term 
In the chair, Norm 
Carrington remains treasurer 
and Robert (Noddy) Ireland 
secretary. 

Making up the Hve are Jim 
Yarwood (vice-president, 
football management) and 
Andrew (Bucky) Rodgers 
(vice-president, fund-raising). 

Evans told members that 
1998 had been a good season 
on the field for Warrandyte 

but not so good off it. 
The club traded at a loss of 

$8272.79, leaving It with just 
$57.80 In the bank but owing 
nothing. 

Treasurer Carrington said 
the bar trade had been 
down, the cost of repairs 
and maintenance had 
Increased considerably and 
match~ay operation 
expenses ("There are few 
voluteers any more") had 
"gone through the roor. 

Evans said: "We Improved a 
lot on the Held, but off the 
field we did not achieve the 
results we had expected. 
Fund-raising efforts lacked 
su1.port. 

Basically, though, we are 
heading In the rigltt direction 
and what we set out to do 
two or three years ago Is now 
coming to fruition. 

"I know the upcoming 
season will be a very exciting 
and memorable one for the 
club. 

"However, everyone 

around the club must put in 
that little extra effort to 
make sure we make things 
happen rather than sit back 
and wait for them to happen. 

"We need to get more 
people Involved who are not 
Involved In the everyday 
running of the club to raise 
funds and get people 
together to Inject new blood 
Into the system." 

Evans cited as an example 
Lllydale's coterie group 
which he said had presented 
that club with a cheque for 
$35,000 last season. Similar 
coterie groups existed at 
other EFL clubs, he said. 

Ke also thanked 
Mannlngham council for Its 
grant to fully floodlight the 
football ground. 

"It was something we had 
been trying lo get for many 
years and we finally have It," 
he said. 

The council provided 
$20,000 of the $30,000 cost, 
the club the balance. 

Under the club's consitiution, 
all coaching jobs must be ad-
vertised and applications are 
invited for positions from Un-
der-9s through to Under-I 7s. 

Warrandyte hope to field at 
least 10 teams next season in 
the Yarra Junior Football 
League. The Under-14s will be 
resurrected from last year's 
Under-13s after missing last 
season for want of numbers. 

The new season starts on 
April l , with registration day 
in February. 

Coaching applicants are in-
vited to contact coa hing co-
ordinator Anthony Mirabella on 
9844 2623 

Tony toast of tennis club 
BJ JUDY GREEN 

Tony ochacki, of Webb Street. 
is the proud recipient of 
Warrandyte Tennis Club's 
Clubperson of the Year ward. 

In making the presentation ,lt 
the club's Christmas dinner, 
president Mark Bence said 
Tony "always put in aroun I the 
club", working for young play-
ers on the junior committee. 

"He was constantly available 
for maintenam: · work on the 
courts and the clubhou:.e. • !r 
Bencesa,d. 

Final in the Midweek Ladies 
Femtn-e Gully and Di trict com-
petition have ~o .::ompl ted. 
Two\\, rrand 1e team -ill sec-
11 n, I and 6--lini hed in th 
top four but were defe, ted in 
the emi fin Is 
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