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toce ? -
ByCLIFFGAEEN C · 1 II . It t 

~t~~if;~ti~mc~r~i~s~Tt OUilCl ca s Ill consu an s 
ants to review operations 
at the Warrandyte Com-
munity Centre. 

Their brief includes "financial 
operations and future opportu-
nities !or the centre to become 
financially independent". 

All the permanent tenants of 
the centre are local community 
service groups. They include 
Information Warrandyte , 
Warrandyt e Neighbourhood 
House, Warrandyte Diary, 
Warrandyte Youth Services, 
Apex opportunity shop, model 
railway club and the virtual li-
brary. 

Public areas are let to commu-
nity groups (on a reduced 
rental scale), private organis-
ations and individual hirers for 
a wide range ol uses , including 
social functions, seminars and 
meetings. 

The management committee 
has been under counci l pres-
sure to make the centre "cost 
negative" for a number of years. 

"Counci l is applying the prin-
cipl e ol 'user. pays'," Jock 
Macneish, chai rman ol the man-
agement committee, said. "But 
the ratepayers are the main us-
ers , and they have already 
paid-through their rates." 

The Diary understands that 
Domeney Reserve in Park Or-
chards has already been 
"privatised". A contractor has 
been awarded the right to hire 
out spaces in the newly refur-
bished facilities in return for an 
annual lee to council of $20,000. 

"The pressure !or commer-
cialisation of community cen-
tres is characteristic of the eco-
nomic rationalist approach to 
service delivery in the commu-
nity sector," Louise Joy, Infor-
mation Warrandyte president, 
said. "The Mooroolbark Com-
munity Centre has been 
privatised, with availability of 
community rooms for hire at 
such a rate that service groups 
are choosing to meet at the ho-
tel , which is providing rooms 
rent-free. 

"The two spaces most vulner-
able to the takeover by com-
mercial operators are the of-
fices ol the Warrandyte Diary 
and Information Warrandyte. 
Both organisations have been 
paying regular rent to the cen-
tre since 1991." 

Jock Macneish believes that 
the centre is already remark-
ably cost-effective. "The part-
ti me manager's salary of 
$16,000 a year is the only cost 
to council," he said. "All other 
expenses, Including cleaning, 
power, insurances, garden care 
and regular maintenance are 
covered out ol the tenants ' 
rents and hirers' fees. 

"The value to the community 
provided by the Warrandyte 
Community Centre costs 
Manningham council very little. 
Our community life is simple, 
effective and cheap. The scale 
ol the Warrandyte Festival is a 
prime example of our do-it-our-
selves approach." 

The community cent re wasn't 
handed to Warrandyte on a 
plate. Originally occupied by 
shops and a garage, the pri-
vately-owned site became ripe 
for redevelopment in 1980 and 
was offered for sale. One sug-
gestion was to bui ld a super-
market with a rooftop carpark. 

Describing it as "the real heart 
of Warrandyte" the Warrandyte 
Environment League moved at 
a public meeting that Doncaster 
council should acquire the site 
" for development as a village 

cen tre, serving the whole com-
munity" . 

It was obvious locals would 
oppose all attempts at commer-
cial development and the land 
was twice passed in . Finally 
council purchased the site for 
the bargain price of $200,000, 
stating that it could be at least 
10 years before finance became 
available for a new centre. 

Meanwhile the old buildings 
on the land were made avail-
able to local groups and the 
community began long-range 
planning and campaigning. 

At one point, council seri-
ously considered financing the 
project with a big commercial 
project on Yarra Street and a 
community facility at the rear. 
Don caste r councillor Ken 
MacKenzie commented to the 
Diary: "The land was purchased 

for a comm unity centre in 
Warrandyte and it is imperative 
that the entire site be used 
solely for the benefit of the 
community". 

The will of the people finally 
prevailed and the present cen-
tre opened in June I 991. 

"This centre is still very much 
at the heart of community life 
in Warrandyte," Jock Macneish 
said. "The volunteer user 
groups provide invaluable com-
munity service." 

Neighbourhood House oper-
ates a childcare centre, a local 
employment service, the book 
exchange, courses in a wide 
range of educational and leisure 
activities, men's and women 's 
health groups and an ADASS 
group for seniors . 

Information Warrandyte of-
fers an information and referral 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

WHEN WAS THAT 

service that is free, confidential 
and impartial. Th ey provide 
tourist information, local bus 
timetables, taxation assistance 
and internet, computer and fax 
access. 

Warrandyte Youth Services 
provides a drop-in leisure facil-
ity for local young people, as 
well as holiday act ivit ies and 
parenting guidance. 

The Lions Club opportun ity 
shop ploughs scores of thou-
sands of dollars back into the 
community each year. 

The model railway cl ub has 
converted a sub-basement area 
in the centre, originally in-
tended for storage, into an ex-
tensive model railway network. 
providing an absorbing leisure 
activity in which young and old 
enthusiasts participa te. 

The value of the Warrandyte 

Diary is self-evident. A perma-
nent , well-equipped office in the 
cent re allows local volunteer 
journalists, artists and photog-
raphers to produce a newspa-
per to the highest professional 
standards, to interface with the 
community they serve and . v ia 
the internet , to reach readers 
all around the world . 

The possiblility that these-
and many other-activities 
could be curtailed as a result of 
privatisation of the centre is a 
matter for real concern . 

"The comme r cialisation 
policy does not recognise the 
intrinsic value of Warrandyte as 
a communi ty: Louise Joy said . 
"It is t his community spirit 
which led to the formation of 
th e Warrandyte Community 
Centre. It must not now be al-
lowed to disappear." 

7a/Uff, 7~ Pet 7H,eat 
THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS 

25kg of PET MINCE ... $20.00 
25kg whole or diced BEEF ... $30.00 

FREE DELIVERY 

Phone 9739 1441 or 018 333 346 
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Established 1958 

RESTAURANT 
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 

Lunch, Morning and Afternoon Tea 
SEASONAL LUNCH SPECIAL 

2 Course $19.50 • 3 Course $25.00 (Mon to Sat) 
Dinner served Friday and Saturday 

(Saturday dinner features JAZZ SPECTRUM TRIO) 
Winemakers Dinner with Chateau Tahbilk 

Fridays 21st & 28th May- Bookings essential 
For fu rther information phone 9844 2270 

GALLERY 
A wide range of Australian made crafts including 

pottery, glassware, paintings, metalcraft and 
woodwork. Gift vouchers are available. 

Open daily from 1 0am-5pm 
For enquiries phone 9844 3078 

321 JUMPING CREEK ROAD, WARRANDYTI 3 113 
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary w as established in 1970 as a small 
local newsletter. A lthough it has dev eloped over the years, 
1t has retained its st rong community character, being 
produced b y v o lunteers with only one aim : to serve its 
community. Financed solely throug h advertis ing , it guards 
rts non-p rofit, non-comm ercial status and its independent 
voice. The Diary carries a strong ed itorial b ias towards the 
p eople , environment an d character of t he place it serves . 
Its monthly ci rc u lation is 3700 copies and it is avai lable in 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, Sout h Warrandyte, Park 
Orchard s, Wonga Park, Warranwood , North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
W a•randyte (approximate population 8000) is s ituated on 
the Yarra River, some 3 5km from Melbourne. The site of 
the first officia l gold d iscovery in Victoria-in 1851-it 
soon est ablished it s character as a small , self-sustaining 
communit y set in a beautiful r iver valley. Around 1900 the 
m iners, orchardists and tradesp eople were joined by a 
number of young painters who were founding the A ustra-
lian nationalist arts tradition . Altho ugh now a c o mmuter 
suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community sp irit 
and sense of independence of Warrand yte h as b een 
largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true 
expression of that spi rit. 

. . . .... " ..... " ... 

Boys will be boys, but 
this is football, chaps! 

If Anth ony Mirabella 
didn't already have a 
d ay job , and ii his 
spare tim e wasn ' t to-

tally devoted to the betterment 
o f j un ior footy in this town , we 
fi gure he'd make i t as a sex 
counsellor. Anthony, of Husseys 
Lane, is one of th e livewires 
who have made the Warrandyte 
Jun io r Foo tball Club so su c-
cess ful and he's not at all fond 
of d efeat. As well as being the 
c lub 's coac hing coo rdinator, 
he's Under- 14s team manager 
this season and he thought he'd 
set th ings straight right from 
the "s t art by sending a l ett er 
home to the parents o f each of 
his young charges. An thony cut 
straight to the chase: " 1998 was 
a difficult year for our Under-13 
side (this season's Under-14s). 
Many excuses were made for 
our lack o f progress- first year 
at h igh school, awareness of the 
opposite sex, Saturday school 
football , just that diffcult age, 
puberty, hormones et cetera . 
What we all did not account for 
was the opposition sides all had 
th e same so-call ed problems. 
Somehow they improved from 
the previous season and made 
p rog r ess . We unfortunately 
went backwards." That's telling 
'em, Anthony! And the message 
must have got through because 
the Under- l 4s have won three 
of thei r lour I 999 games so far 
by big margins and we haven 't 
seen any of them out boogying 
at discos all night o r with stun-
ning young blondes on their 
arms . 

We bumped in to resi-
. dent Page 2 cult figu re 

Neil Dusting at the RSL 
Club the other night 

and he said, "Gee, a funny thing 
happened t o me at work today." 
Then he realised who he was 
talking to, said, "Why on Earth 
am I telling you?" and did a very 
good imitation of a clam. How-
ev er, h e gr avely underesti-
mated your columnist 's capac-
ity to fer ret out a scoop. We can 
tell you that Neil was sitting on 
the toilet at work that day when 
his mobile rang. It was his good 
mate Terry Booth, somewhere 
up country on a golfing t r ip, and 
would Neil be kind enough to 
put his looty tips in fo r the RSL 
Club contest. "That 's a bit 
tricky at the moment ," Neil re-
plied. "I'm sitting on the throne 
with my trousers around my" 
ankles!" Did he have a pen? 
" Yeah , go t o n e in my shirt 
pocket. " "Well ," said Terry, "if 
you look left or right , there's 
probably some paper hanging 

IN RED & WHITE 
I 
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Memo signwriter: No milk 
today, thanks. 

on the wall ." And so there was! 
Terry's tips , pr in ted on toilet 
paper, were pinned to the club 
wall that night. 

Will these signwri ters 
• never learn the differ -

ence between a news-
paper o ffi ce and a 

cowshed? The artis t who did 
the notice recently at the com-
munity garden behind the po-
lice station must be the same 
one who painted the commu-
nity centre tenants di rectory 
early las t year. Again, he (or 
maybe it's she) managed to call 
us the War randy te Dairy. We 
should tell him (or maybe it's 
her) that the only thing even 
vaguely suggest i ng a da iry 
product we dispense here is the 
milk of human ki ndness. 

Here at the Diary of-
. l ice, o f course, we' re 

never ever gui lty of 
mis takes or misunder-

standings . Ha! It 's t im e, per-
haps, to tell a little story against 
ourselves. The Diary advertised 
in the Apr i l issue fo r a volunteer 
typist to put copy into our sys-
tem and Cliff Green, our found-
ing lather, got a call from Robyn 
Jeans, who said she'd like to 
work for us. Beauty! Cl iff gave 
Robyn a bit of a baptism of fire 
by giving her a small mountain 
of copy and turn ing her loose 
on the keyboard. She battled on 
brave ly and somehow got 
through it. Then she confided 
that she didn' t really want to be 

a typist. She wanted to wrile for 
the Diary. But the ad had said 
typis t , Cli ff reminded her. Ad? 
What ad? Roby n had seen no 
ad. She'd merely phoned off the 
cuff to o ffer her servi ces as a 
contributing writer. We wel-
come Roby n Jeans aboard in 
that capaci ty. 

But wait. There's more. 
· Paul Slattery, o f Park 

Orchards, p honed t o 
v o lu n t ee r h is w i fe 

Barbara's servi ces as a typist. 
She'd been looking fo r a new 
interest and that would sui t her 
just fine, he said. But when Cliff 
phoned Barbara to confirm the 
arrangement she said what the 
hell are you talking about (or 
words to that effect) . A has ty 
co nversation at the Park Or-
chards end revealed that Paul 
had completely overlooked the 
formality of telling Barbara that 
he'd dobbed her in. She took it 
awfull y well , though , and we 
hope to welcome her aboard as 
a typist. 

An o ld fam i li ar 
. bearded lace bobbed 

up at Warranclyte looty 
c lub 's h om e game 

against Knox on May 8. That of 
David "Mouse" Mitchell , vi sit-
ing from the far north . David 
was just about ev erything-
pl ay er, coach , president and 
umpire among them-at vari-
ous stages of almost 30 years ' 
involvement with the local cl ub 
and after eight years in Darwin 
(three of those as manager of a 
crocodile farm) the Bl oods ar e 
still in h is blood. No sooner had 
he walked into the ground the 
other afternoon than he'd be-
come interchan ge steward . 
Theo he was asked to draw the 
half-time raffle and plucked out 
his own number t o win a box of 
goodies. Mouse is d eeply in-
volved in Darwin looty as vice-
president of the Northern ·Ter-
r itory Football Association and 
at 49 i s still umpiring and 
coaching umpires. 

Geoff Feltham , y o ur 
fri endly n eighbo ur-
h ood til er, had b een 
h igh and dry in hi s 

boat befo re-but nev er on a 

boat ramp. We shan't bore you 
with the details of how the boat 
happened to slip off the trailer 
at Patterson River alter a day 's 
fishing and neither shall we at-
tempt to sheet home the blame 
to his mate Jim Pleasance. But 
t h ere i t was and th e o t he r 
boaties t hought it was a helluva 
joke. Sh owin g comm endabl e 
res traint , Geo ff said : " Look, 
fellas , i i any of you want to use 
this b loody ramp to get your 
boats out of the water before 
dark you 'd better stop laughing 
and give me a hand to get back 
on th e trail er !" The laughter 
abruptly ceased , many hands 
mad e li ght work and Geoff's 
boat was sitting pretty (and 
undamaged) again in no time at 
all. 

If y ou ' re thinkin g or 
taking your dog along 
to the local looty this 
seaso n , think aga i n 

and d o n ' t. Th ey ' re b arred . 
Manningham coun c il has en-
forced the Dog Act on 'em alter 
one pesky pooch took the field 
last season and held up play, in-
curring the displeasure of the 
umpires and the Eastern Foot-
ball League, which has since re-
mind ed all c lubs that d ish-
ti ckers are on the "not wanted" 
list . Dogs don't really enjoy an 
afternoon at the loo ty anyway 
and go home all confused . II we 
can 't understand the umpys ' 
decis ions , how do you expect 
them to? 

Joan M acM aho n , 
. keeper of the commu-

nity centre gard ens , 
decided that the inhos-

pitable bank beside the multi-
purpose h all was In need of 
beautification , so wi th gritted 
t eeth, safety goggles and a mat-
t ock she t ook to th e ro cky 
ground which masquerades in 
Warrandyte as soil. Several 
hours later, the required num-
b er o f hol es having b een 
gou ged , i n went a mix o f 
colourful l ocal beauti es do-
nated by Friends of Warrandyte 
State Park. "And if this drought 
ever breaks we can look lor-
w ard t o a c olourful spring 
showing of mauve and various 
shades of gold, cream white and 
red ," says Joan . We look for-
ward to that. 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 
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Pa11el bac scheme 
Green light for Wedge r-· --~--- ~-----:., <~ 

By DAVID WYMAN • has environmental values chasers who would be just as b hand of ~e,r .., 
SQ-! BySYO&ONA 

A state government panel and c_ertain rare and threatened likely t_o _experi~_nce "mainten-
set up to review Manning- species and eco-systems that ance d1ff1cult1es . . 
h , . need to be preserved "The problem 1s one of m1s-

a m s new plann11:g • provides a rural lifestyle matched expectations or re-
/D~~; 

scheme has come out m choice and income producing sources, not one or absolute lot 
overwhelming support of opportunities close to_ a mjaor si~e", the panel reported. 
continued retention of c1ty-th1s has mternat1onal ap- Many of the arguments re-
h G W d peal volve around the money to be 

t e reen e ge. • is part or the image and derived from a subdivision or 
"Many arguments were put sense or Melbourne-rt has the land . The panel makes the 

forward as to why subdivision meaning in the same way heri- observation that if subdivision 
shou ld be allowed," the panel"s tage buildings have meaning was not perceived as being a Ii-
report stated. "The panel was • is not easily developable nancially rewarding exercise 
not convinced by any or these • would suffer rapid decrease then there would be far fewer 
and the more the arguments in land values if developed. submissions to the scheme. 
were put the less credible they "Wi thout a control or subdivi- "It is clear that some land 
seemed. sion there would be no Green owners see the subdivision of 

"Practically all submissions Wedge. The whole concept of their land as a form of superan-
which supported subdivision of Green Wedge relies on restrict- nuation-the fact that such 
land in the Green Wedge also ing further subdivison of land. subdivision has not been per-
supported the concept of the "Further subdivision of land mitted under the planning 
Green Wedge-this seemed based on individual submis- scheme for over 20 years has 

r 
l 

fl., ii c..e:M 
w, 

somewhat disingenuous to the sions (which were remarkably been no deterrent. 
panel." similar in nature) would under- "The panel does not believe 

Thiswasoneofmanystrongly mine the value or this asset to that any planning weight 
supportive comments on the provide the choices and ben- should be given to the notion 
Green Wedge made by the panel efits i t currently does. of subdivis ion as a form or su-

I i-:J•?"' .. \'r \ __ -~----.... 
and advisory com mittee which "These opportunities and perannuation." 
recently reviewed and reported choices ought to be pre- On the issue or "hardship" (of 
on Manningham council's new served-planning must con- having large lots of Green 
format planning scheme. sider the use and development Wedge land) the panel pointed 

Almost 70 submissions were needs or future generations. out that subdivision would be 
made to the panel, many via "It is true that there has been inequitable, a permanent solu-
consultan ts, seeking subdivi- a reasonable amount or subdi- lion for a temporary problem, 
sion ol Green Wedge land in vision in the area in the past, could create more "hardship" 
Donvale, Park Orchards, anclthatlotsizesintheareaare andwouldbeopentoabuse. 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, smaller than ideal given the "If the Green Wedge is worth 
Warranwood and Wonga Park. objectives of the Green Wedge. saving then it should be worth 

Under the heading of "Why Howt'.ver, the panel is firmly of saving in perpetuity. That will 
have a Green Wedge?" the panel the view that wh ile one might not be achieved by a slow ero-

Council Landowners 
~8nd5 keep tr,ri ng firm ., ... 

reported: "'The Green Wedge is wish that some of the past sub- sion by piecemeal subdivision . 
part of Melbourne-we should division had not occurred the "The decision to preserve the 
be as determined to preserve it Green Wedge remains substan- Green Wedge is not arbitary, 
as we are to preserve our heri- tially intact and is able to be nor was it taken on a whim. It is 
tage buildings. To have saved preserved." a long standing part of 
these areas from development On the issue of "lots too Melbourne 's management-
shows a clear sense or planning large", the panel observed that one that has come to define 
direction and vision for the "any lot can be too large de- Melbourne in part," the panel 
growth or Melbourne. pending on the willingness of said. 

"There are numerous reasons the owners to maintain it". "We would not contemplate 
for supporting the Green The panel said it was not pre- allowing heritage buildings to 
Wed!le, and many of these were sented with any evidence that be demolished simply because 
raised in submissions to the land lots below a certain size of the personal circumstances 
panel-the area were free or ·•maintenance prol:>- of the owners. The same prin-

• has significant landscape lems", and that subdivision of ciples should apply to the 
that ought to be protected larger lots would attract pur- Green Wedge." 

Green Wedge landscape: "If the Green Wedge is worth saving, then it is worth saving in 
perpetuity". (Picture by Jan Tindule) 

Manningham City Council 
made a strong submission 
on the Green Wedge to the 
panel. It said, in part : 

"There must be a strong 
resistance to the ad hoc 
rezoning of Green Wedge 
land in this planning 
process. 

"Many arguments will be 
put to the panel in relation 
to hardship, the superan-
nuation argument, the 
argument in relation to 
inability to care for the 
land and the hke. The 
planning authority 
recognises all of these 
arguments. However, it 
does not think that 
allowing {further) subdivi-
sion of the land is the 
appropriate answer. 

"The non-urban areas are 
an asset of state impor-
tance. It is an area that has 
survived because there 
has been a rastrictive 
approach to subdivision 
{which is by and large the 
ma1or issue in the non-
urban areas). However, the 
area must be maintained 
for the enjoyment of future 
Victorians as well as those 
that presenUy reside on 
the land. 

"Allowing subdiv1s10n to 
meet the various needs ot 
the present occupiers has 
the potential to see the 
character of the area 
change within the pan of 
a generation. ff 

PETER GARDINER LL.B 
BARRISTER fl SOLICITOR 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 

For Legal Work including: 
• Property Conveyancing 
• Family La w 
• Court R epresentat io n 
• Wills and Estates 
• Sale of Business 

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue 
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) 
West End, Warrandyte 

Ph: 9844 1111 
A.H. 9844 1192 
Fax: 9844 1 792 

• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement SeNice 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

to subdivide 
By DAVID WYMAN 

Of the 70 submissions concern-
ing the Green Wedge to the 
panel reviewing Manningham 
council's proposed new plan-
ning scheme, many were from 
broadacre landowners seeking 
subdivision 

They were rooking to break 
their holdings up into lots rang-
ing from .4ha ( I acre) to 2ha (5 
acres). 

Virtually none received any 
encouragement from the 
panel's report They were told: 
"The panel considered 111 some 
detail the key issue of subdivi-
sion in the Green Wedge includ-
ing the location of the bound-
ary between non-urban and ur-
ban areas. 

"The panel concluded that 
there was no justification in 
changing either the subdivi-
sional controls that currently 
exist, or the boundary." 

The panel said in it· report 
that it could not help conclud-
ing that in some rnses landown-
ers' aspirations for develop-
ment and consequent income 
were being raised without 1us-
tification by their professional 
advisors 

Indeed, none of the submis-
sions gave specific or detailed 
reasons for such comments as 

• "Properties are too large to 
sustain an attractive environ-
mental state." 

• "Subdivision controls to not 
take into account the need for 

viable land management.-
• "Four hectares is too much 

land for one famify to rook af-
ter." 

• The need to ·carry out an 
environmentally sensitive sul:>-
division" 

• To change the zoning of 
33.9ha of mostly orchard land 
on seven titles to "increase op-
portunities for a range of devel-
opment proposals"_ 

• "Present lot sizes are too 
large to manage in an environ-
mentally sustainable way." 

Many submissions were made 
by consultan ts for groups of 
property owners in mo t areas 
of the Green Wedge and these, 
too, were thin on specific rea-
sons tating in one ca e that 
the "planning scheme was bi-
ased toward preservation and 
does not recognise the planning 
need - or characteristics of the 
area". 

There were everal ubm1 -
sions strongly supp, rtrng 
council's new pl,mnin~ cheme_ 
One Dudlev Road . \\on!,(,I Park , 
resident stated that tile ·area 
has bet'n changed Iver the 

ears by property owners 
driven by greed o further :;.ui:>-
division should be allt,wed" 

A Yarra • tree! resident aid 
that he supported counl"il°S p-
proach to planning for non-ur-
ban areas_ A Jamie on Ro,1d. 
Wonga Park. f,1mily exprt.'.- t!'d 
·concern over additional subdi-
vision in bushland areas· 

C ONVEYANCING 
$ 3 5 0 (plus disbursements) 

handled personally by 

GE 
SOLICITOR 

RALDINE M.T. RUSH s U.8 

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET. WARRANOYTE 
ALLOTH ER LEGAL MATTERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES 

ONE 9844 4646 - ALL HOURS PH 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Jumping Creek Road Closure 

from 26 May 1999 for Five Months 
For several years there has been community and Council 
concern in relation to the dangerous traffic conditions on 
Jumping Creek Road, especially the narrow Jumping Creek 
Road Bridge. 

The road carries approximately 6000 vehicles per day and the 
number of accidents, including fatal accidents, makes the road 
one of the most dangerous in the region. · 

Council over the past two years has developed a strategic plan 
in consultation with a Resident Reference Group to upgrade the 
road and improve traffic conditions, whilst also taking into 
account the sensitive environmental nature of the area. 

The initial stage of road works will involve the replacement of the 
Jumping Creek Road Bridge, which is in urgent need of replace-
ment. 

The new bridge will be wider, have a pedestrian / equestrian 
walkway and will also be 1.4 metres higher making it less likely 
to flood. 

Because of the environmental sensitivity of the location and the 
physical limitations of the site, the Jumping Creek Road Bridge 
will be closed for approximately five months during the 
construction period. 

Whilst the Council appreciarns this will cause inconvenience, 
unfortunately there is no other way in which this urgently 
needed project can be undertaken. Works include regrading 
and realignment of the road approaches to the bridge to 
improve sight and safety for motorists as they approach the 
bridge. 

For public safety reasons the construction period will take place 
from the last week in May until the first week in December so the 
works will be finalised in time for the 1999 / 2000 fire season. 

We are making you aware of the closure of the Jumping Creek 
Road Bridge well in advance so you can plan alternative routes 
during the construction period. See Me/ways Map Reference -
Jumping Greek Road 24:A 11. 

Council will be erecting an extensive sign network to assist 
motorists to take alternative routes. We would suggest you 
familiarise yourself with these or other routes, as soon as 
possible prior to the closure of the Jumping Creek Road to 
establish the extra time you may require travelling to the 
locations within the area. 

For further information please contact: 
Manningham City Council's Project Management Unit on 
telephone 9840 9310. 

Thanking you for your co-operation in this matter 

BOB SEIFFERT 
Chief Executive 

Thanks for Wedge stand 
ince first electing me to Eltham 

council 25 years ago, the people 
of Warrandyte have been criti-
cal to the success of the Green 
Wedge concept. They have 
shaped the character of our dis-
trict and ensured the protec-
tton of its special natural envi-
ronment. The Warrandyte com-
munity has worked closely with 
me throughout this period, and 
always delivered a great swag 
of votes to myself and like-
minded candidates on election 
day. For all this , I thank the resi-
dents of Warrandyte. 

There were no tree-clearing 
controls when I was first 
elected and no Green Wedge. I 
believe Ellham was the first Vic-
torian municipality lo con trol 
the clearing of bushland, and 
was the strongest supporter of 
the Urban Growth Corridor/ 

101mo+At> 
Green Wedge. concept for 
Greater Melbourne. 

Professors Hill and The Chase 
Reserve, significant local lega-
cies of the community"s part-
nership with myself and the 
council, hopefully will survive 
for generations to come. 

The Shire of Nillumbik grew 
out or support for the Green 
Wedge. It has a great future, but 
unfortunately fell on difficult 
times through some endeavour-
ing to remove much of the com-
munity input from the workings 
o r council. As the inaugural 
shire president or Nillumbik, I 
am proud that, working with 

th e majority of counci llors , I 
was able to steer Nillumbik in a 
more democratic direction, as 
a council determined to work 
with its residents rather than In 
isolation from them. 

I have thorough ly enjoyed 
working with the com munity 
over all these years, and I would 
particularly like to heartily 
thank the people of Warranclyte 
for their support, criticism, en-
couragement and vision 
throughout a quarter or a cen-
tury. 

As I now concentrate on my 
architectural business and en-
joy home life, I will always re-
member that Warranclyte is one 
of the great strengths behind 
Nillumbik-lhe Green Wedge 
shire. 

Rober! Marshall 
SI Andrews 

When towers vs flowers 
To the Warrandyte community, thank you very 
much for your support for the cammunity peti-
tion objecting to erection of the proposed Optus/ 
Vodophone mobile phone tower in th e 
Warrandyte area. 

We now haue over /000 signatures and we 
have sent letters or made representations to 
Marmingham councillors, Phil Honeywood, ML.A 
Warrandyte, Kevin Andrews. MHR Menzies, the 
Australian Heritage Commission, the Australian 
Communications Authority, Optus and 
Vodaphone. 

It is our understanding that Optus/Vodaphone 
will lodge a planning application with the 
Manningham council shortly. We would like to 
let you know that we plan to hold a public meet-
ing so that the Optus/Vodaphone plans can be 
uiewed, infonnation can be provided and oppo-
sition as a community can be expressed. 

Please be vigilant for infomwtion about such 
a meeting as there will be a restricted time pe-
riod to act after the lodgement of the planning 
application. It is then that we need your letters 
to the above representatives af our community 
at local, state and federal levels of government. 

Should the planning application for the Wild-
flower Reserve site be unsuccessful it is unlik/ey 
that Optus/Vodaphone would pursue other sites 
in the Warrandyte area, as they have technical 
limitations. 

Readers are urged ta sign the petition express-
ing their opposition, if you have not done so al-
ready. Petitions are located at the /GA supennar-
ket, post affice, primary schoals, Warrandyte 
medical clinic and other venues. 

Thanks for 
votes 

Pamela Dry 
Timberlop Ridge 

I write to thank those Warran-
dyte citizens on the north bank 
who voted for Peter Gurney in 
the recent Nillumbik council 
elections. Out of 27 shire-wide 
candidates, with four to be 
elected, Peter came filth . Not 
bad for a bloke making his first 
attempt at office. 

Far lrom being "a necessary evil" we believe 
that the need for the mobile phone tower has 
yet to be proved by Optus/Vodaphone. Firstly, 
they have refused to provide information 
about the level of complaints orginating in the 
Warranclyte area. 

Secondly, they cannot guarantee that prob-
lem areas will be eliminated by the tower be-
cause of undulating terrain . The question re-
mains, how many towers will they require in 
their relentless pursuit or a seamless service? 

Thirdly, the issue of emergency services is 
irrelevant because they use a different fre-
quency and have their own relay towers . 

Blacks pots are generally experienced by per-
sons, not necessarily residents , driving 
through our township while using their mobile 
phones. Evidence has shown that drivers are 
four times more likely to have an accident 
while using a mobile phone. 

Why should we endure the visual impact and 
possible health effects of a tower for the con-
venience of people who put the lives of our 
families at risk? · 

Optus/Vodaphone claim one in live persons 
now have a mobile phone and they have a 
democratic right to have an ideal service any-
where. What about the democratic right of the 
other four persons? 

Warrandyte has a unique bushland setting. 
Most residents have chosen to live in this area 
for that reason. They have chosen the lifestyle 
that it represents and are not concerned with 
minor imperfections in the mobile phone ser-
vice. 

Sarah Blackwell 
Poppy's Court 

Thanks for 
rescue 
I would like to thank those kind 
people who came to my rescue 
on Warrandyte Festival clay. 
Having bogged my car at the 
corner of Warranclyte and 
Jumping Creek Roads , and see-
ing my predicament, they very 
efficiently pulled the car back 
onto the road. Thank you. 

Ann Pammer 
Camberwell 

Peter Gurney thanks you for 
your support and assures you 
he will be keeping a weather eye 
on council doings in your inter-
est. 

Bob Millington 
by email 

Towering 
trees 

No thanks for 
rubbish 

Thanks for 
internet 
I've just spent the last 45 min-
utes of my precious internet 
time catching up on the news 
from Warrandyte. We moved to 
Singapore six months ago from 
North Warrandyte, leaving be-
hind a great group of friends 
within the Warrandyte commu-
nity, and ii has been so good to 
be able to read what has been 
happening in the " real" world of 
Warrandyte. 

Thank you for the service that 
you provide to those of us far 
from home. I'm sure I'm not the 
only person who reads the 
Warrandyte Diary regularly from 
overseas. When we gel home 
we won't be totally out of touch. 
Keep up the good work. 

Ros Chandler 
by emall 

Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are most welcome. Real names are 

preferred. Pen names can only be used 
rf actual names and addresses are 

included, even if not for publication. 

In Queensland, a company has 
carefully nurtured a mobile 
phone tower approach which 
has been adopted for local con-
ditions from South Africa. Arti-
ficial trees such as Eucalyptus 
copies have been erected 
which house the mobile phone 
componentry within the flora to 
blend in with the environment 
as opposed to an ugly concrete 
behemoth. 

Invariably, one drives past 
these mobile phone towers 
without even realising it. 

Paul Epstein 
Foulcken Way 

Friends 
from afar 
A thank you note from a former 
long-time Warrandyle resident 
now living in Mackay, North 
Queensland for the Warrandyte 
Diary on the net. You can be 
assured I will be keeping up-to-
date on all the local news now 
that I have access to It. Thanks 
agaln. 

Uncbay Craker 
by email 

Rubbish is being clumped in and 
around Tindals Wildflower Re-
serve . In March, Friends or 
Tinclals Wildflower Reserve re-
moved a large quantity of con-
crete and rubbish from the Sig-
nificant Roadside Verge outside 
the Wildflower Reserve. To our 
dismay not three weeks later 
another load of household rub-
bish had been clumped at the 
selfsame spot. April Friends 
Day was again laken up with re-
moval of a trailer load of refuse. 

The throwing of bottles, cans 
and general Jilter along the 
roadways seems to be an in-
creasing problem at an enor-
mous cost to the community. 
Not only through council ex-
penses bul through damage to 
our struggling indigenous flora 
and launa as this rubbish 
makes its way 10 the water-
ways. 

It is so easy to put rubbish in 
a bin . A phone call to council 
and household hard garbage 
will be collecled from the na-
ture strip free of charge. Please, 
everyone, take care of our great 
outdoors. 

Rosemary Buxton 
EulDonc:uter 



Top 
deal 
for 
CFA 

By CLIFF GREEN 
Warrandyle fire station 
will soon be staffed by 
full-time fireHghlers on 
a daily basis, an 
additional new fire 
truck will be supplied 
and the station will be 
altered lo accommodate 
the changes. 

This follows recent 
media criticism of lhe 
Country Are Authority 
by the United 
Firefighters Union, 
accusing the CFA of 1101 
employing enough full-
lime firefighters lo 
support volunteers in 
"suburban growth 
corridors". 

"The appointment of 
staff at Warrandyle will 
reinforce and support 
lhe 43 dedicated 
volonleer brigade 
members al the 
Warrandyte station," 
CFA Yarra Area Man-
ager, Russell Rees, !old 
the Diary_ "Warrandyte 
station will be staffed on 
a daily basis as parl of 
lhe CFA's new Hexible 
service delivery 
arrangement. n 

The Diary understands 
two fulltime, profes-
sional firefighters will 
be appointed, a leading 
fireman and a qualified 
fireman. Tbey will be 
employed on daytime 
duty. 

Tbis announcement 
coincides with a 
statement by Police and 
Emergency Services 
Minister Bill McGrath 
that $5.7 million is to be 
provided for CFA fire 
services in the growtb 
corridors. 

"CFA plans lo build 
five new fire stations, 
purchase eight new fire 
trucks and employ I 9 
new operational people 
lo support volunteers 
and enhance fire 
response in areas of 
population gowtb," Mr 
McGrath said. 

At present, the only 
full-time officer at 
Warrandyte is the 
community facilitator, 
Jeff Adair_ 

"The concept of 
community support 
facilitators Is a CFA 
Innovation which has 
proven to be an 
outstanding success," 
Russell Rees said. "Since 
tbe appointment of eight 
CSFs to the brigades In 
Yarra area In September 
1997 they have been 
responsible for lhe 
delivery of a wide range 
of community safety 
programs, Including 
Brigades in Schools and 
Elderly Are Safe. These 
provide real benefits In 
terms of fire r.reventlon 
and common ty self-
rellance." 

Facllltalors have also 
be appointed to South 
Warrandyte and Wonga 
Park CFA brigades. 

II Is understood lhe 
fulltime firefighters will 
he appointed some time 
In lhe next six monlh1 
and before the star! of =:.••:!.el 

Newcro place 
By PRUDENCE 
TRUBY KING 

Work on the Jumping 
Creek Road bridge-a 
blackspot for traffic-will 
start on May 26 when the 
structure is closed for re-
building, causing about 
6000 vehicles a day to de-
tour. 

One of Manningham council's 
biggest 1999 projects-costing 
in excess of $ I million-recon-
struction and road alignment 
works will mean motorists trav-
elling from Won ga Park to 
Warrandyte and vice-versa will 
have to travel via Yarra Road 
and Warranwood, adding about 
IO minutes to their journey. 

Imm ed iate past mayor of 
Manningham , Irene Goonan, 
said the project was one of the 
most significant undertaken by 
council this year, and of enor-
mous environmental concern. 

"Safety, the environment and 
businesses a re all issues af-
fected by the road closure," she 
said. "People come first . How-
ever, for example, to reduce the 
inciden ce o f weeds being 
brought in, all felled trees will 
be chipped and used on-site 
and fill from other works on the 
road will be used instead of soil 
from outside the area." 

The road and bridge qualify as 
a blackspot on both accident 
and volume numbers and stan-
dard tralfic growth of two to 
three per cent per year is ex-
pected. 

"The bridge works are fund ed 
80 percent by council and 20 
percent by the federal govern-
ment's accident blackspot pro-
gram. Work is dueto be finished 
by the first week in December, 
in time for the summer lire sea-
son," Ms Goonan said. 

Following a briefing with all 
police, CFA and MFB, SES and 
counci l emergency workers, 
Ms Goonan stressed it was ex-
tremely important that people 
reported which side of the 
bridge they were on when re-
quiring emergency services. 
Wonga Park and South 
Warrandyte CFA are formulat-
ing a plan for primary and sec-
ondary incident attendance. 

Strategic signage is being 
erected before the bridge clo-
sure to educate drivers of alter-
nate routes, but turning bays 
would be made near each end 
of the bridge, enabling drivers 
to turn around. 

over the old bridge to minimise 
disturbance to the surrounding 
embankment. Two to three hun-
dred metres on each side will 
be realigned to improve the 
approaches . Council is very 
conscious of the effect on flora 
and will monitor the revegeta-
tion closely for the next two 
years . We want minimal distur-
bance to air, land and water. 

"The speed limit in Jumping 
Creek Road is a lso being looked 
at, as parts of it are signed for 
70kmh ancl othe rs 60kmh . 
There·11 also be an audit of 
safety signs on Jumping Creek 
Road as their impact now 
seems minimal," he said. 

Manningham counci l has 
worked previously with the 
contractor who has a good en-
viron rnental record and this 
was a prime factor in the 
choice. Mr Stamp said five ma-
jor groups were considered 
during planning for the works. 

"All residents in Jumping 
Creek Road , Wonga Park and 
Warrandyte have been notified, 
through traffic is being advised 
with signage on Maroondah 
Highway at Chirnsicle Park and 
commercial interests moni-
tored . Emergency services and 
council services such as aged 
care, meals on wheels ancl 
daycare have all been in-
formed ." 

The traffic management plan 
reroutes vehicles through 
Yarra, Plymouth, Croydon and 
Ringwood roads . Brysons Road 
will be monitored before, dur-
ing and alter the works and it 
may be opened to local traffic 
only. "The last thing we want is 
an increase in traffic in Brysons 
Road ," Mr Stamp said. 

As much prefabricated work 
as possible would be done be-
lore erection of the bridge to 
reduce building time. There will 
be no rock blasting, with heavy 
earthmoving machinery doing 
the excavating and boring for 
three concrete piles which will 
support the bridge. 

The new design incorporates 
a pedestrian and equestrian 
walkway which extends either 
side of the bridge, where it will 
be surfaced with Lilydale top-
pings. This may be continued 
up to Wonga Park if necessary. 
Two hill crests will be removed 
near th e Stane Brae intersec-
tion while the road is closed. 

John Stamp, head o f the 
project management unit, said 
the existing wooden bridge is 
old and maintenance increas-
ingly a problem. 

"II the bridge collapsed under 
stress it might take 8-10 months 
to restore," he said. "A bridge 
built side-by-side with the exist-
ing one would have taken 
longer to build, would be more 
expensive and would create a 
traffic safety hazard for work-
ers working on the new struc-
ture. 

"There have been three fatal 
collisions in the past six and a 
hall years and numerous seri-
ous accidents on the road ," 
Warrandyte police sergeant 
Keith Walker told the Diary. "We 
hope the changes to the bridge 
and road will reduce the num-
ber of significant accidents ." 

Cr Pat Young said part of the 
public education process about 
the roadworks was a letter-box 
drop of 3500 leaflets announc-
ing the closure and alternative 
traffic routes. 

Bridge over troubled waters: new Jumping Creek bridge 
challenges engineers and environmentalists. 

"The new bridge will be 1.4 
metres higher than the existing 
one and live metres longer, built 

"The bridge couldn't be in a 
worse spot for closure, bearing 
in mind the interchange of 
people between Wonga Park 
and Warrandyte to schools and 
other activities," she said, "But 
it has to be done ... 

The original crossing of Jump-
ing Creek was a lord , part of 
Warrandyte Station which was 
settled in 1838-1844. According 
to loca l historian Murray 
Houghton, th e original was 
probably built downstream. 

"The first bridge was closer to 
the river, on bedrock, but in the 
late 1920s minor flooding dam-
aged it because of th e poor 

foundations . The second was 
built on the present site, with 
high wall wings , but most of its 
woodwork was burnt in the 
I 939 bushlires. Both bridges 
were wooden ." 

The new bridge will be eight 
metres wide in total and 17.6111 
long. It will have concrete T 
beams with a concrete deck and 
asphalt surfacing. 

Threat to rare wildlife 
"Quite rare ·· carnivore, the brush-tailed 
phascogale or tuan, may be affected by the 
roadworks on Jumping Creek Road . 

Warrandyte State Park ranger Andrew 
Nixon said the tuan is an endangered mar-
supial but there is a good population of 
them in Jumping Creek Reserve. 

"The tuan is related to the Tasmanian 
Devil and the quoll, and we can tell by the 
six found dead on the road in the last two 
years that they have a reasonable popula-
tion base," he said. "The problem is there 
seems to be two habitats of tuans, sepa-
rated by the road, and they're killed while 
crossing it. They're very territorial ." 

Mr Nixon said the area of bush on either 
side of the bridge was an important 
bushland habitat and attention should be 
put to it in a media campaign once the 
bridge reopens so drivers remain alert. 

"There are more than 250 Eastern Grey 
kangaroos in the park and a small mob in 
The Common on the other side of the road 
and dTivers must be aware of the danger." 

Jumping Creek Reserve will remain open 
during the roadworks, with access to it only 
from Wonga Park. 

Spokesperson for the Wonga Park Envi-
ronment Group, Flora Anderson, said the 
group had accepted the new bridge being 
built, but she was concerned that the works 
must be well-maintained and supervised. 

"As a lobby group we've raised the aware-
ness of the environment in this area and 
we'd hoped not to lose any trees during the 
cons truction," she said. "But we've lobbied 
for the load limit to be reduced and fewer 
trees are going." 

About SO mixed age trees, including 
manna gums, will be felled, some of them 
significant. 

"It's a huge disruption and the traffic will 
be frightening and we hope Brysons Road 
will be opened to local traffic only. II coun-
cil does as it says there shouldn't be too 
many worries ." 

Julie Pryor, who runs a wildlife shelter in 
Wonga Park, says she Is already concerned 

by the number of wild animals killed on 
Jumping Creek Road and she is worried 
about the eventual reopening of the road. 

"The animals will have got used to less 
traffic and people just don't realise they are 
there," she said. '·Lots of people aren't lo-
cal and even local drivers aren't aware. Al-
most every type of native animal in Victoria 
is found in that area-including wedge-
tailed eagles, owls and tawny lrogmouths-
and there must be ;111 education process to 
let drivers know." 

Ms Pryor's casual count of dead and in-
jured animals found on Jumping Creek Road 
since the beginning of February include live 
Eastern Grey kangaroos , a lox. a koala , a 
duck, a noisy miner, a magpie, one echidna, 
a lizard, a galah, a possum and a wallaby. 

"Plus I have calls from people who have 
seen injured animals go into the bush and 
adjoining properties where we can hardly 
ever find them ." 

PRUDENCE TRUBY KING 

When most of us think of a 
libTary we think four walls 
and a roof, shelves, and lots 
of books. There's the 
librarian ·s desk., posters 
about poetry readings, and 
lots of people whispering. 

So what's to be made of this 
new fangle dangle "virtnar 
library in Warrandyte? 
Where are the books? Do you 
surf through internet space 
and wait for the Lonely 
Planet Guide to South East 
Asia to magically appear 
before you? 

That's almost it, Anne 
Metcalf, who staffs the 
"virtual branch'. in the 
Warrandyte Community 
Centre, told the Diary. 

The virtual library gives 
people access to the White-
horse Manningbant Library 
network. You can look at lhe 
catalogue, order the book 
you want-from any 
branch-then wait for it to be 
delivered to the Warrandyte 
branch. 

··11 usually takes two days 
for a book to arrive," Ms 
Metcalfe said . 

People can order books 
from any place with internet 
access: home, work, school, 
or the Web Point Kiosks 
(there is a web point kiosk in 
the Community Centre foyer 
and one at IGA supermarket). 
Just go to 
www.wev.vie.gov.au. 

Users need to be a member 
of Whitehorse Manningbam 
library, and Ibey need to get 
a password, which can be 
done at any branch . 

Through the internet, you 
can also renew books, 
reserve books that someone 
else bas on loan, and check 
your borrowings and 
reservations. 

At the branch, users can 
become a member of the 
library, return books (which 
can also be done outside IGA 
supermarket), pay fines, get 
help on how to u lhe 
virtual library and suggest 
books for the library to buy. 

The branch Is open 3 to 
6pm from Tuesday to 
Thursday, 3 to 7pm on 
Friday, and 2 to 5pm on 
Saturday. 

But,ofcourse,cyberspace 
never dose so you can 
access the website at any 
lime. 
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10% OFF 
CARBONLESS BOOKS 
Ordered before 31st May 1999- upon mention of this ad 

ff 9725 6699 

Trust Rae and Sue to 
look after your place 
till you get back. 

By LEE TINDALE Iffi EN JONES said it was 
the best Anzac Day 
he'd ever had. And 
he·s had a rew. A lot, 
Ill !act. 

Ben , 76, or Yarra Street, hasn't 
missed a Warrandyte Anzac 
march and memorial service 
since he arrived here in 1952, 
but the 25th or las t month was 
a stand-out. His far-flung fam-
ily-flung as far as Western and 
South Australia-made it that 
day. 

"It started on the Saturday 
night when Wayne, my son--in-
law from Dayleslord, asked me 
ii I'd like to go to the the dawn Jim Horking and grandson 
service at the shrine in town Jeffrey 
next morning," said Ben. Would 
he what! "Then Jimmy Pleasance asked me ii I'd like to lead the 
local march." Would he ever! 

"Right behind me in the march were three of my grandkids, 
Jonathon and Matthew (Dorning) and Jessica (Jones), then after 
the service my grand-daughter Sharon arrived with my twin great-
grandsons, Benjamin and Joshua 

"Peter Norman had been taking pictures for the Diary but he left 
before young Ben and Josh arrived. He told me to give him a ring 
at home when they turned up and I did and he was back with his 
camera in about half a minute. 

"Wonderful bloke. Known him since he was that high." 
Ben wondered if any of the photos of the lour-generation family 

(there are seven kids, 12 grandkids about to become 13 and three 
great-grandchildren) would make the Diary and we said there was 
every chance of that. 

Then he asked when the next edition would be out and the tim-
ing suited him beautifully because he and wife Jean would be just 

• 
• • • • 

I BOBCAT I ROCK BREAKER 
I TIPPER HIRE 

EXCAVATOR 
Call Tony Humphreys 971 Z 0305 

or (01 IJ 170 206 

'1he Diary's the best newspaper 
published in Warrondyte, Ock!" 
ult's the only newspaper 
published in Warrandyte, Clyde!" 
FOR ADVERTISING CALL 9844 3819 

Contact 'The Good Faeries' Rae 
and Sue to care for your pets 

and gardens and clear your mail. 
YEAR ROUND SERVICE 

9844 3819-9844 4129 

home by then from a trip to 
Adelaide for son Gary's wed-
ding and Jean knew nothing 
about all this and wouldn't she 
be surprised! 

Ben Jones really is what April 
25 in this town is all about. A 
past president of the 
Warrandyte RSL Club, he 
served with distinction as a sol-
dier in New Guinea and has 
been serving the community 
ever since. 

He has been , among other 
things , a keep er of the 
scorebook for the cricket club, 
timekeeper for the footy club 
and a dedicated RSL stalwart 
who, along with his mate Jim 

Ben Jones and family. Horking, "took over· long ago 
the job of selling Remembrance 
Day poppies and Anzac Day 

badges in this town and made it their own. 
Most of all, perhaps, he is a great character who fully deserves 

to have the very best Anzac Days. 
Jim Horking, the grand old man of Mitchell Avenue, had a great 

day too. 
There were three generations of Horkings involved: Jim (93 next 

month) himself, son Robin, who led the Cubs in the march, and 
two grandsons-Jeffrey, who was in the guard of honour, and 
Bruce, who came along as a visitor. 

Warrandyte RSL Sub-Branch president Ennio Torresan described 
it as "a very good day all round" . 

"The weather was perfect," he said, "and the crowd bigger than 
usual." 

Pastor Peter Keep, of the Warrandyte Community Church, con-
ducted the service and the 4th Combat Engineering Battalion from 
Ringwood provided the guard of honour. 

Campbell Wilson was on bagpipes and Chris Coates on bugle. 

DIARY MINI ADS 
NEW CHILDREN'S ART CLASS: 
Saturday afternoon. Mixed media, 
design and compos1llon, painting 
and drawing with Felicity Gordon 
from May 1st. 9844 3948. Rivergum 
Art Gallery. 

GARDENS CREATED AND 
ENHANCED: Advice on sullage 
problems, bush regeneration, 
irrigation systems, drought 
proofing. Small jobs welcome. Call 
Joan MacMahon on 9844 3213. 

SUGARLOAF ELECTRICS : 
REC 13207. Prompt service. 
Reasonable rates. Ring John on 
9844 2816 or 015 094 965. No 
job too small. 

HOMOEOPATHY HYPNO-
THERAPY: Alternative natural 
medicine. Brian & Brenda Gunst. 
Phone 9844 2005. 

PRIVATE MATHS TUITION: For 
help with maths skills at junior or 
senior levels or for help is 
preparing for upcoming tests, 
contact trained educator on 9844 
1125. 

ART AND SELF EXPRESSION: 
Commencing May 10th a new 
course with Catherine Poussard, 
RivergumArt Gallery. 9844 3948. 

AVON: If you would like to receive 
a brochure regularly please call 
me. Sally 9844 2139. 

ACT GLOBA« «Y 
SHOP LOCALLY 

A & A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR. (ENG) 

TREE SERVICES 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN 

• 

• Pruning & Tree Removals • Tree Surgery 
• Stump Removal • Mulch Supplies 

1 S YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FUU. INSURANCE. FREE QUOTES 

9844 1161 - 0412 101 759 



A thousand sign 
against tower 

By RACHEL BAKER 
Opposilion lo the proposed Optus lower 
Is gaining slrenlh, with protest groups 
gaining In excess or 1000 signatures lo a 
petition and possible support from local 
politicians lo fight the project. 

Earlier this month, the Warrandyte 
Awareness Group achieved Its target or 
1000 signatures from people who 
oppose Optus's plans to build a mobile 
phone tower next to the Tindals Road 
Wildflower Reserve. 

And Sarah Blackwell, founder of the 
No Tower Action Group, recently met 
with the stale member for Warrandyte, 
Phil Honeywood, and the federal 
member for Menzies, Kevin Andrews, in 
a bid lo gain support for the campaign. 

She said the politicians' reactions 
were "positive". 

They have noted the groups' concerns 
and have agreed lo attend a public 
meeting about lhe tower, which will be 
organised once the application has been 
lodged. "They have a precedent for 
supporting these kinds of things," she 
said. 

Meanwhile, Optus still plans to lodge 
their application with council, and will 
"stand by the site", according to 
community relations manager, Ross 
Monaghan. 

While Mr Monaghan acknowledged ii 
was "certainly the right of anyone to 
oppo_se ii," he said the Wildflower 

Reserve sile was "chosen by the 
communily" as the most appropriate site 
for the lower. 

Bui Sarah Blackwell said the location 
of the tower was not the issue. "It's 
more the principle. We don't want 
something we don't need. There is 
(adequate mobile phone) coverage in 
the area. 

Peter Curry, of WAG, said he is 
"hopeful" that WAG's objection, along 
with support from council, will succeed 
In defeating Optus's application. 

Peter Curry said the group was also 
keen to meet with Optu.s lo resolve the 
dispute. 

WAG believes it is important that this 
application is defeated, otherwise more 
lowers could be built throughout 
Warrandyte, Peter Curry said. 

"I'm just concerned that they're a law 
unto themselves; any blackspot, and 
they'll build another tower." 

Mr Monaghan did nol rule out the 
possibility of more lowers in 
Warrandyte if the current permit is 
granted. 

"We will always be looking to improve 
our network, putting base stations in 
where people want to use their mobile 
phones," he said. 

Optus is building about three new 
towers every day, and plans to increase 
the current number ofl300 towers to 
1900 in the next 12 months, Mr 

Monaghan said. 
However, be also said: "It's probably 

likely that if It's not approved, we won't 
seek lo install more lowers in the area, 
so there wouldn 'I be more towers in the 
area in the forseeable future." 

WAG's objection focusses on the visual 
impact of the lower, its position in a 
residential area and a conservation 
zone and community opposition, Peter 
Curry said. 

Mr Monaghan said: "We hope council 
will see the extent we have gone to in 
finding the site that most people are 
happy with." He said Optus consulted 
with the community over a three month 
period, and the Wildftower Reserve was 
the "least contentious" site for the 
lower. 

Peter Curry said Optus bad always 
wanted the Wildflower Reserve site, and 
"they directed public preference" to 
that site by offering alternatives that 
were sure lo attract public criticism: 
near a primary school, near a kinder-
garten, and in a state park. 

"It's actually known in the industry 
that this is a standard practice," Sarah 
Blackwell said of claims that Optus 
offered deliberately unattractive sites as 
alternatives. 

Mr Monaghan rejected these claims, 
saying "everything was open" in the 
selection process and "we were happy 
lo consider any alternative site". 

Firetrucks 
locked out 

Electric gates and decorative 
archways over driveway 
entrances are preventing 
access by fire trucks in the 
Wonga Park area. 

Local CFA captain Jim 
McKee told the Dtary 
residents don't realise the 
brigade can't get into their 
properties when gates are 
shut or arches too low. 

·we can't open gates ii 
they're locked or the power's 
oll and it would acid about 
four minutes to our journey ii 
we had to use chains hooked 
to a truck to pull them off." he 
said. "Access to some houses 
is especially bad in some 
areas down by the river. 

School plans courts 
"Also, lots of householders 

use post ollice boxes and 
don't have letter boxes and 
the CFA can't get up their 
drive to see residents to talk 
to them about the problem ." 

Warrandyte High School coun-
cil is planning to build five ten-
nis courts as the first project in 
the school's master plan. 

"The courts will be available 
for school use during school 
hours, but will also be available 
to the community alter school, 
in vacations and on weekends," 
school spokesperson, Barbara 
Mills, told the Diary. 

"Local primary schools will 
also have access to the courts 
during class times , and ii there 
are no classes scheduled on the 
courts there will be no barrier 
to daytime community use." 

The school believes the 
courts "will be very accessible 
to the coummunity" as they 
plan to build them close to the 

PURrrYNATURAL 
BEAUTY THEQAP~ 

at P08S001 Hollow 
2b Webb Street, Warrandyte 

J1111Ct & RINIIIII OU Proncll 
Trntmllll IIClldt: 

RtllllUol Mmllt, FICIIII, 
.......... INl'Mllwls. 

Avalllble by 1ppolnna111 
Tuta.~nSII. 

Phene98444881 or041&023642 
IIAY OffER-fREE GtFT ................ 

bus stop in Warrandyte Road 
(site pictured above) . To facili-
tate after-school use, a separate 
toilet block will be included. 

Tennis club president, Mark 
Bence, wrote in a letter to the 
school : "We keenly support ad-
ditional tennis courts in 
Warrandyte. Due to the current 
demands on our own courts, we 
can envisage coaching clinics 
for the high school and local 
primary schools being held on 
these courts, rather than hav-
ing to squeeze them into our 
competition schedule. We be-
lieve such a venue would help 
promote tennis in the commu-
nity." 

The school believes the com-
plex could cost around 

Metal Roof & Spouting 
NEW & REPAIRS 

Greg Lloyd 
Licensed Roof Plumber 

Uc No: 

Phone: (03) 9844 3619 
Mobile: 0411 267 490 

No Job Too Small __ _, 

$200,000, including the toilet 
block and shelter area. It "will 
be suitable for hockey, soccer 
and cricket training since the 
surface will be synthetic grass." 
Barbara Mills said. 

Seeking community financial 
support , the school is conduct-
ing a "limited ticket" raffle. Prin-
cipal prize is a new VW Beetle 
car, supplied by Ward VW. "The 
odds are great." Barbara Mills 
said, "since there are only 3500 
tickets and 56 prizes." Five Sony 
Walkman second prizes are of-
fered, and 50 double passes to 
a Village cinema. 

Barbara Mills can be con-
tacted on 9844 6119 or 9844 
0281 for raffle tickets and dona-
tions. 

The brigade sees access as a 
real problem for them and 
such other emergency 
vehicles as ambulances. ·we 
can't even see them to talk 
about it." 

PRUDENCE 
TRUBY KING 

WRONG! 
In our last issue we stated that 
Warrandyte High School stu-
dent Elise Hodgson was 1998 
dux of the school and received 
a citizenship award. This was 
wrong. Aimee George received 
both awards. Our apologies, 
Aimee. The error was made dur-
ing sub-editing. 

Colin Devenish 
Remedial & Sports Massage 

For the treatment of Soft Tissue injuries 
including back pain, neck pain - headaches 

Phone: 9431 2755 
Gateway Professional Suites 

716 Main Road, Eltham 
( also praclitioner room Jo renl) 

WO"O"O y·e DO''/ 7 

Goldf1elds Plaza, Shop 8, 402 406 Wan andyte Road, Watrar,dyte 
Telephone 9844 3463 • Proone orQ Bna" & Bn:,nwen G..mble 

Photo Processing (27 exp} $6.75 

Penguin Drycleaning Special: 
Any 3 garments $13 95 (cond1tt0ns apply) 

School, Home & Office Stationery 
Tattslotto Agency 
MON· 6.30am to 6.30pm 

TUES 6.30am to 7pm 
WED. 6.30am to 6.30pm 

THU/FRI/SAT: 6.30am to 7pm 
SUN: 7.30am to 1pm 

RON C. DAY 
GARDEN SOILS 

BUILDING SANDS 

All quarry products for drives & paths 

9844 3329 

WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL 
Cordially invites all Grade 4,5 & 6 students 

and their parents to 

OPEN NIGHT 
on 

THURSDAY 20 MAY 

School tours from 6:30pm 
Information Sessions: 

7:00pm - 7:30pm 
8:00pm - 8:30pm 

VISIT A SCHOOL ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE 
IN ALL FIELDS 

Further information: 
Mr Steve Cook, Assistant Principal 
Phone: 9844 2749 Fax: 9844 1813 
Homepage:http:warrandytehigh . vic.edu.au 

ION 
EBODY 

A NUDE EXHIBITION 
presented by 

RIVERGUM ART GALLERY 
May 21st- June 6th 

63 Yarra Street 
Warrandyte 3113 

Ph: 9844 3948 
Art Classes 

Picture Framing 



Worrondyte Diary 8 

DRAn NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER STUDY 
Your Comments and Suggestions are Invited ... 
The Manmngham City Council has recently prepared and has placed on 
exh1blt10n the draft Neighbourhood Character Study 
The Study has been prepared lo: 
• Provide a detailed and accurate analysis of the neighbourhood 

character of established residential areas within the City ol 
Manningham. 

• To prepare guidelines which. among other things: 
• augment the Site Analysts requirements and Neighbourhood 

Character element of the Good De~gn Guide for Medium 
Density Housing; 

• encourage high quality design outcomes for multi-unit 
development; and 

• encourage unit development. in established areas. which 
complements the character of the neighbourhood. 

The draft Neighbourhood Character Study will be on exhibition from 
28 April 1999 IO 28 May 1999. 
Copies of the Study are available from the Manningham City Council 
Offices. 699 Doncaster Road. Doncaster or by calling Kay Toussaint 
on 9840 9348 Cpies of the S1udy may also be viewed at local 
lihranes. 
Any comments or suggestions you may wish 10 make about 1h1s policy 
should be tn wntmg, and must be sent to: Roger Collins, Manager, 
Economic & Environmental Planning, Manningham City Council, 
PO Box 1, Doncaster, 3108, by 5pm Friday, 28 May 1999. 

I J<i& ?nu,,~ 'lJ;a,~ I 
QUALITY RECYCLED AND NEW 

CHILDRENSWEAR (SIZE 0000-14) 
Clothe5. toy5, 5hoe5, book5, fumiture, nappie5 and much more 

. ~ - -.,,~PPv·• 
- ~ir_llt!l~_- . 

To celebrate our fir5t Birthday we have a 5pecial promotion for 

MAY ONLY 
FAIRYTALE NAPPIES 

Daytime J umbo packs ................................. $21.00 
Night ime Jumbo packs ...................... ......... $24.50 

Huggie5 Jumbo pack5 are now available (72 & 64) $32.00 

De5igner 
Label Wint.er 

clothe5 
now needed 

5ho_p -a. Colin 
·~5113 

f'honir. 9844- 3'484 
Thanl:you to all our customers who have 5upported us in our fi rst year 

Ali Martin and Jim McKee. (Picture by Jan Tindale) 

Fresh face at Wonga Park 
By PRUDENCE 
TRUBY KING 

The changing needs of Wonga Park resi-
dents have caused a new part-time position 
to be created at the local CFA. 

"Wonga Park brigade covers Croydon 
Hills, North Croydon and Jumping Creek 
Road to Edgar Road and the river," captain 
Jim McKee explained. "Nine out of 10 times, 
fire risk used to be bush-related, but be-
cause of subdivision, that proportion would 
now apply to kitchen, car and house fires ." 

Hazardous wastes in garages and other 
chemical risks are also a problem. 

"Many of the new people moving into the 
area think we are always here at the sta-
tion. But we are volunteers, paged auto-
matically when fire calls are received by the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigade." 

Ali Martin, 32, is the new community sup-

port fac ilitator at Wonga Park, working 20 
hours a week in !ire prevention, community 
education, training and recruitment. She 
joined the CFA in February and has been 
training since then. 

"Ali will be working on a business plan, 
prioritising issues as part of the brigade 
management team," Captain McKee said . 
"There·s not enough time for our volunteers 
to do even the basics. We' re lucky to get a 
facilitator to take the brigade out to the 
pubiic." 

Ali Martin grew up in Kangaroo Ground , 
attending Warrandyte High School before 
graduating with a degree in community 
education. 

Her mother Carol Bathurst and stepfather 
Hee Bathurst were involved with Kangaroo 
Ground CFA. 

"I think as a woman I bring a fresh out-

look to the job," Ms Martin said. "I'm more 
approachable, especially for other women. 
One of the big issues we face is recruitment 
of volunteers-especially in the daytime-
and raising the p rofile of the brigade and 
recognising volunteers will help. 

"As part of a community education pro-
gram I'll be going out to the six primary 
schools in the area, plus Luther College, 
and also helping brigade members add to 
their skills by perhaps becom ing education 
presenters themselves." 

There are 32 firefighting members at 
Wonga Park, plus four newcomers, and Ms 
Martin said they. have all been very sup-
portive of her role. "They've made me wel-
come," she said. But some things are slow 
to change. On offering a hot drink, Captain 
McKee said Ali should get the coffee-i t 
should be her job. 

Win the Warrandyte High School 
Limited Ticket Raffle and drive 
the first VW Beetle in Warrandyte 

A chance to be lucky and a way to help 
support the build ing of five new tennis courts 
for community use. The synthetic grass courts 
will be situated at Warrandyte High School on 
Warrandyte Road. The raffle will be drawn on 
15 September at the school. 

Great odds! Only 3500 
tickets at $20 each! 
56 prizes! One in every 
63 tickets wins a prize! 

FIRST PRIZE: 
New Volkswagen Beetle 
valued at $40,000 approximately 

FIVE SECOND PRIZES: 
Sony Discman valued at $200 each 

FIFTY THIRD PRIZES: 
Double passes to the Village cinema 
of your choice. 

Phone through your order on 9844 6119 or 
9844 0281 OR cut out and send this order form to: 
Warrandyte High School 
Cnr Alexander and Warrandyte Roads 
Warrandyte 3113. 

~-------------- ---------- - - --------, 
I Please send me ___ raffle tickets to the address below: I 
I 
I 
I 

Name· ............. .. ... ........ .. ................ ................................................................................................................................... .. ......................... . 

Address: ... ... ..... .............. ... .......................................................................................................................................................................... . 

......................... Phone: .................. ..... ................. .. ... .. ............... . . 

I Enclosed cheque O or please debit my: 0 Bankcard 0 Mastercard O Visa for the total amount owing. 

I Credit Card No: ____ I ____ I ____ I____ Expiry Date: __ / __ 

I 
I 
I 

* L Cardholder's Name: ····················································:::::·:::::··:::::·:::::·:::::·::.::_:: _:ignature~·:::::·:::::·:::::··:::::·:::::·::::.:::::::··:::::·:::::·:::::·::::_ J 



Youthful approach 
By RACHEL BAKER 

You're a teenager in Warran-
dyte. lt's Friday night. As usual, 
you're bored. You're too old for 
Blue Light discos and too young 
for pubs . What are you going to 
do? 

This is the m ai n role of 
Warrandyte Youth Services say 
new youth workers-Jamie Par-
sons and Bronwyn Barton-giv-
ing young people somewhere to 
go and something to do. 

Jamie, the recreation worker, 
an d Bronwyn , the program 
worker, lace the challenging 
task of entertaining Warran-
dyte's youth. The drop-in facil-
ity, in the community centre, is 
open five clays a week, provid-
ing mus ic, pool, table tennis, 
and, ol course, company. The 
two workers are also planning 
things like "jam sessions", 
skateboarding, surfing, or "any-
thing the kids want to do". 

But it's not just about reliev-
ing boredom . Bronwyn and 
Jamie are also committed to 
helping young people develop 
and learn about new things. 

"I'm hoping to start develop-
mental groups, like a young 
women 's group," Bronwyn said. 
"We could have guest speakers 
and discuss issues like body 
image or health, or whatever 

Jamie Parsons 

they want to talk about." 
Jamie is hoping to organise 

short courses during the holi-
days, in areas like mechanics 
and drama. 

"We want to help them de-
velop creative ski lls and expose 
them to a whole range ol cliller-
ent opportunities," he said . 

Achieving things is an impor-

New facUitie-s at 
~OrJlmynity c~urch 

Warrandyte Community 
Church has begun construc-
tion of a new auditorium and 
several multipurpose rooms 
In their building at 57 Yarra 
Street, beside Stlggants 
Reserve. 

These major renovations, 
which will be completed by 
the end of May, will provide 
"much-needed facilities not 
only for the church, but for 
the whole community", 
Pastor Peter Keep told the 
Diary. 

The new auditorium, 
sealing 200, will include an 
elevated stage and modern 
lighting and public address 
facilities. "II will be ideal for 
presentation evenings, 
product launches and school 
events," Pastor Keep said. 

Adjacent multipurpose 
rooms will each hold 25 
people, and can be joined 
together to provide a single 
larger space suitable for 
meetings, workshops and 

displays. The renovations 
include upgrading of the 
current lcilchen facilities, 
and a new entrance provid-
ing improved access for 
prams and those with limited 
mobility. A sports room-
Incorporating squash and 
indoor volleyball-is being 
retained from the original 
squash centre built In the 
late 1970s. 

"We're sure that schools, 
community groups and local 
business will find the new 
facilities very useful for all 
kinds of events," Pastor Keep 
said. 

"We hope the auditorium 
and adjacent rooms will 
complement the sports 
stadium being built at 
Andersons Creek Primary 
School." 

For information regarding 
regular or occasional use of 
the new facilities, please 
contact Pastor Keep--during 
office hours--on 9844 4148. 

Pollution-free waterways are an important element of 
Mann in •ham's Green Print strategy. 

Bronwyn Barton 

tant part ol making young 
people leel good, and is espe-
cially important for those who 
are feeling isolated, struggling 
at school, or not fitting in with 
their peers, Jamie believes. Life 
isn ' t easy for a young person 
these days : they have to make 
huge decisions about thei r life 
at a young age, and they are 

constantly faced with images 
about what they are doing 
wrong. 

"Current affairs shows often 
show young people in negative 
contexts: drugs, or general 
hanging around. But the real ity 
is that they have their own 
opinions and views, and they're 
often quite intelligent." 

Bronwyn believes it's impor-
tant that these opinions and 
views are I istened to. "They 
want power over what they can 
get clone in the community," 
she said . "They can come up 
with Ideas, ask for things, and 
we can get them clone. They can 
achieve something of their 
own." 

Jamie and Bronwyn believe 
this approach-of seeking input 
from young people-is impor-
tant for youth workers. They 
have therefore conducted a sur-
vey, and will use its results to 
provide young people with the 
activities they want. 

• Warrandyte Youth Services, 
located an the top level of the 
community centre, is open on 
Tuesday to Thursday from 3pm 
to 6pm, on Friday from 3pm to 
I Opm, and Saturday from 2pm to 
10pm. All young people are wel-
come. 

Funds available for 
school computers 
Local schools are being invited 
to apply for funding subsidies 
to purchase additional new 
computers as part of the state 
government's latest computer 
subsidy round. 

Phil Honeywood , MP l or 
Warrandyte, told the Diary that 
"$ 10.4 million will be availab le 
state-wide for the purchase of 
an extra 23,4000 computers for 
student use. 

" I strongly encourage local 
schools to apply for these 
funds." 

In the funding round at the 
start of this year, schools in 
Warrandyte electorate received 
more than $139,000 in subsidies 
for computers for students and 
additional information technol-
ogy resources for teachers . 

Included among local primary 
schools receiving subsidi es 
were : Andersons Creek 
($14,236), Park Orchards 
($4,01 l) and Warranwood 
($15,758) . 

"The subsidy program has 
been so successful that not only 
has it been over-subscribed on 

Phil Honeywood 

every occasion, but schools are 
also choosing to add additional 
funds to increase their buying 
power, " Mr Honeywood said. 

A green city 
Manningham council is leading 
the way in municipal conserva-
tion strategies in Victoria with 
its GreenPrint program of envi-
ronmental management. 

"Council is completely realis-
tic in terms of the way that we 
will tackle our goals," Manning-
ham mayor, Cr Lionel Allemand , 
told the Diary. "We have set tar-
gets and indicators to measure 
and track our progress ." 

GreenPrint is based on the 
philosophy ol ecological sust-
ainability and aims to ensure 
that future generations have the 
same quality ol lile in terms of 
the basic life support sys-
tems--air, water, soil, biodivers-
ity-as we currently enjoy. 

"The pollutants which enter 
our streams and waterways, the 
waste which goes to landfill and 
the harmful gases we release 
into the stratosphere all ellect 
quality of life in areas beyond 
our muncipal boundaries," the 
strategy states . 

"Unlike similar strategies in 
other loca l government 
organisations , the strength of 
GreenPrint is the setting ol real 
targets that will govern whether 
council and the community are 
living up to their stated objec-
tives." 

Governing GreenPrint are five 
goals: zern pollution, zero cli-

mate change, zero extinction, 
zero soil degreclation . 

"These goals are objectives 
under which council will con-
tinually initiate achievable 
short-term targets," the strat-
egy states. 

Cr Allemand said GreenPrint 
is a great challenge for coun-
cil, but he isn ' t concerned by 
those who believe that reach-
ing for such high goals is un-
realistic . 

"I remember when US presi-
dent John Kennedy an-
nounced in the early I960s 
that they would put a man on 
the moon," he said. "When 
that statement was made it 
was thought to be impossible, 
but they did it. 

"The secret to achieving 
these goals is through a part-
nership between council ancl 
community." 

Manningham council is 
looking for supporters; volun-
teers interested in monitoring 
the environment, in particular 
the numbers of plants ancl 
animals, and in helping iden-
tify anf encroaching environ-
menta threats . 

For a copy of GreenPrint, 
and further information on 
ways to help, contact 
council's environmental edu-
cation officer on 9840 9338. 
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EMMA, JANE & LEANNE 

SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS 
OF HAIRDRESSING 
ff 9844 0898 
HOURS: 

Mon to Fri : 9am-5.30pm 
Thurs Night: until 9pm 

Saturday: 8am-2pm 

104 YARRA ST 
WARRANDYTE 
Between Video Store 
and Native Spmt 

• Odd Jobs & Gutters 
• Yard Maintenance 

FOR QUOTATION PHONE 
9844 3927 

Mobile 0417 12 11 25 ~-----------------~ 
THE GENERAL STORE 

486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD 
WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361 

Full range of: 
• HORSE & STOCK FEED 
• POULTRY, BIRD and 

PET SUPPLIES 
• PEA STRAW 

STRAW BALE 
HIRE for 

functions 

Free delivery local area 

Traditional 
fOLKAQT8 

CLASSES: all levels of folk & Decor.1tive Art 
also Calligraphy 

SUPPLIES: Paints. Brushes, Books. etc. 

PHONE MAREN ON 9844 2036 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 

• • • • -----------TAR I A· ST RI IT 

VIDEO 
MAY RELWES ... 

• BLADE • OCCASIONAL COARSE LANGUAGE 
• ANTZ • A PERFECT MURDER • HOLY MAN 

• LE MISERABLES • THE MASK OF ZORRO 
• SWEEPERS • WAKING NED DEVINE • EVERAFTER 

• RETURN TO PARADISE • THE INTERVIEW 

106 YARRA ST WARRANDYTE VIC 3113 
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WARRANDYTE 
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Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
FOR LUNCH 
AND DINNER 

A special place for a 
special function 
RESERVATIONS - 9712 0266 

Pitmans Corner, Eltham/Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground 
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• Drapes • Cedar • Malibu 
• Romans Bl inds Blinds 
• Austrians • Basswood • Hollands 
• Pelmets • Slimlines • Verticals 
• Swags • Micros • Accessories 

• CANVAS SUN-BLINDS 

WARRANDYTE 
158-160 YARF,A STREET 

9844 0960 
YOUR LOCAL 

CABINET MAKER 
NEW KITCHE S & BENCH TOPS 

BATHROOM VANITIES & PANTRIES 
WALL U ITS & BOOK CASES 

WORK STATJONS & STUDENT DESKS 

KITCHE S RELAMINA TED-
EW DOORS & ORA WERS 

GEOFF RUCK 
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD 

9876 3331 

TREES LOPPED, 
FELLED & REMOVED * stumps cut out * mulch available * free quotes * good work done * reasonable rates 

Phone Jim - 9712 0250 
(NORTH WARRANDYTE) 
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Kick-boxing through life 
on one badly pulled leg 
66 li ~hEat~i1~sr!h~r~ 

no bones bro-
ken but you do 
have a lot of 

soft ti ssue damage and fluid in 
the joint." 

"Well that's good news. Now 
all I need to know is whether I 
need to keep it strapped and for 
how long." 

"Oh, just keep it strapped for 
as long as you feel it needs it. 
And now you can start to put 
some weight on it ." 

My jaw nearly hit the ground 
and I then had to work to sup-
press a fit of guffawing. Start to 
put some weight on it? Start? 
The phone call was being made 
eight days alter the consulta-
tion and I'd been given a certifi-
cate to stay home from work for 
three days . How was I to have 
kept the weight off my ankle 
given that scenario? 

Anyway, I was grateful that 
the damage was minimal even 
though friends kept telling me 
that their ankle-some-long-
Latin-name sprain-took six to 
eight weeks to get better and 
that I was in imminent danger 
of developing arthritis. Another 
assured me that without inten-
sive physiotherapy I may have 
permanent ankle weakness and 
may even need to invest in a 
Zimmer frame in the next few 
years. 

Their interest was touching 
but hardly encouraging. Indeed, 
given the vagaries of my body, 
they may have proven correct. 
But at this state I'm prepared to 
run with elasticised strapping 

Mt. JULJS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

INCLUDING: 
• Slashing • Gutters 

• Fire Prevention Cleanups 

PhoMe PHIL PETERSEN 
91# 0155 o+ I TS I 104 0 

" ••• and may even 
need to invest in 
a Zimmer frame 
in the next few 
years." 

and the odd bout of leg eleva-
tion when my sprained ankle 
starts to trouble me. Of course, 
apart from the illness junkies, 
there were the wags who took 
one look at the crutches and 
walking stick and couldn't re-
sist the old jokes about gout 
and senility. 

I smiled knowingly then set 
about putting them right. I tried 
to convince them that it was 
nothing as simple as my matu-
rity. I grudgingly spilled the 
beans about my private life and 
how I'd got to the last round of 
the Australasian Kick-Boxing 
Championships and was just 
about to effect the last decid-
ing loot smash when I slipped 
In a poof of my imminently de-

Fashion for 
Tall Women 

The Long Tall Clothing Company 
speoallzing ,n doth,ng designed 

for tall women 

"""" Mon-Thu, 930 - 300 
F"""Y 030 •30 
Sllluniey 9 30 - 1 00 ...,.,,_ 

2198 ScMAh Patade 
tMackbum, 3130 

Ph 989-4 8600 
Fu: 0844 2903 

.. ,.,,v, LongTal lClolhing C',m au 

feated opponent 's blood. Des-
perately I lashed out , grabbing 
at what ever was going to save 
me. 

Almost at once my hand 
touch ed something metalli c. 
Instinctively I gripped and 
pull ed hard in a desperate at-
tempt lo hall my progress and 
save the championship . I 
twisted my head to see what it 
was that was saving me. It only 
took an instant for me to realise 
that the championship could be 
lost. There, at the end of my 
contracting arm was the 
bloated face of the referee. 

Immediately I deduced that 
the metal was a chain and the 
bloated face was caused by me. 
As I'd lashed out, my hand had 
touched the ref's whistle chain 
that was centrifugally spinning 
as he was attempting to escape 
my lurching body. Panic-
stricken,I continued to cling to 
his whistle chain in an attempt 
to slow my progress, but to no 
avail. The chain tightened , con-
stricting his windpipe, cutting 
off his air supply. Thus the 
bloating. 

Asphyxiation sent the referee 
crashing to the mat, on the way 
splashing blood into my eyes. 
So, what with the lack of vision, 
the slippery blood, a dying ref-
eree and a groggy opponent, I 
had little option but to put out 
my leg to act as a bumper bar 
against whatever it was I was 
about to hit. 

In the audience was a triple-
certificated nurse who was a 
relative. twice removed, of my 
opponent. As soon as she had 

HAM 
CRAFT 
MARKET 
ARTHUR STREET 
9am-2pm 
FEB to OCT: 
1st Sunday 
NOV & DEC: 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Enquiries: 9844 2802 

seen what was happening, her 
training got the better of her 
and she leapt into the ring. She 
was of ample proportions and 
ageing. Otherwise engaged in 
searching through her first aid 
bag for her instruction manual, 
she didn't see my extended leg 
and instead of helping the 
wounded, she became one of 
us. 

As she fell she grabbed my 
foot and twisted it. I was 
dragged along with her not in-
considerab le frame. I landed on 
top of her, foot sprained, ego 
shattered and the champion-
ship all but lost. I was carted off 
in an ambulance whilst the po-
lice endeavoured to determine 
whether there were any charges 
to be laid. 

There are far too many Doubt-
ing Thomases around these 
days . I'm shattered to admit 
that some of my colleagues fall 
into this category. More than an 
acceptable number of them had 
the audacity to suggest my ex-
planation was tamper ing with 
rea lity. Why wouldn' t they be-
l ieve that a mature man, close 
to retirement, would not suffer 
the injury as suggested? 

Herself, barely able to drag 
herself away from str ipping 
down the motor mower engine 
in the kitchen, humphed at my 
distress and went back to fid-
d ling wi th the carburettor. 

What do they wan t me to say? 
That I was carrying a bag of 
autumn leaves and tripped on 
the footpath? 

·-I 
t 
I 

ROGER KIBELL 
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A green and pleasant or 
a dark, forested land? 
Il LEFT the narrow foot 

track and scrambled 
down over rock and shale 
to the river below. It has 
become something of a 

ritual over the years, this per-
sonal pilgrimage to farewell the 
slowly dying season. 

Late autumn. The sunlit, clem-
ent days are over, surely this 
must be one of the lasl ft grows 
colder in these southern lands 
as the el liptical orbit of our 
tilted planet lakes us further 
from the burning energy of the 
home star. 

The chuckling river journeys 
on regardless, carrying with it 
a flotilla of golden leaves shed 
from some hibernating willow 
upstream . Strands of white 
bubbles circulate in the eddies 
forming a kaleidoscope of 
monochromic patterns, while 
across the river in deep dark 
pools the reflections of manna 
gums dance like watery ghosts. 

I did some reflecting of my 
own . An article had appeared in 
The Age newspaper recently 
that, although confirming what 
I had already suspected, never-
theless, disturbed me deeply. 
Researchers at Melbourne Uni-
versity have found that the 
majority of people living in Aus-
tralia prefer open, English coun-
tryside-style landscapes to na-
tive Australian forests . The 
former presented "a valuable 
recreation environment", the 
latter was perceived as "danger-
ous" . 

Is this the primeval leftovers 
from our ancestors who 
roamed the vast plains of Africa 
five million years ago, or a mod-
ern-day fear evoked by the 
mind? The study also con-
curred that most people had a 
low regard for biological diver-

By PAT COUPAR 
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR 

slty To feel that way, I thought, 
would al least relieve lhe emo-
tional burden of caring. Caring 
about the lul ure of this planet, 
this country and lllis place 
called Warranclyle: my home. 

A doud moved across the sun 
dulling the colours on the dis-
tant hills. Not far from where f 
was sitting a large, strappy-
leaved clump of flag iris occu-
pied the riverbank, its sunny 
yellow flowers long gone, re-
placed by dangling green pods 
packed wilh flat brown seeds. 
Some of the pods have since 
split casting their contents to 
the water. 

The iris is an escaped garden 
plant, abundant in its distribu-
tion along the Yarra River, but 
strangely, does not occur 
widely in the rest of the slate. I 
thought about making the iris 
the subject of an article. Plant 
and animal introductions into 
Warranclyte's bushland has 
been a common and passionate 
theme of my writing. Some 
might say does it really matter? 
Well, yes it does . 

Australia is the last continent 
to be colonised by Europeans. 
The hanges that have taken 
place as a result of introduced 
flora and fauna, deliberate or 
otherwise, by those early set-
tlers has had alarming reper-
cussions on the natural 
envrionment. Because the im-
pacts of settlement, although 
rapid , have been relatively re-
cent-two hundred years, not 

several thousand-there exists 
in this wealthy country the oµ-
portun1ty to reverse the pro-
cess ancl redress the IJ;ilanr(' 

It is not by acciclcnt or ro-
inc iclenle that many of 
Australia's greatest c11vl-
ro11111 t·n ta Ii sts t'cllnt• 
from rountrics where 
the damage to the 
n;,tural heritage is of 
sud1 long standing it is 
beyond repair They 
know that here in Aus-
tralia there is still a 
chance for the bruised 
and battered environment 
to lirk its wounds ancl make 
something of a recovery. 

Early detec-
t ion is vital. If 
weeds could 
be attacked 
a t the first 
sign of inva-
sion, before a 
to eh old be-
comes a foothold , 
then the problem is 
reduced to a mere mat-
ter of monitoring. And in 
Warrandyte that is exact ly 
what has occurecl 111 recent 
months when two potentially 
aggressive invaders-parrot's 
feather ancl St Peter's wort-
have been identified and re-
moved. 

We should be proud of the 
advanced thinking of our local 
land managers. St Peter's wort, 
in particular, is in its infancy. 
This close relative of the better 
known and widespread St 
John's wort, does not occur as 
a weed anywhere else but 
Victoria and New Zealand, and 
in Victoria it is restricted to a 
few creeks east of Melbourne, 
in cluding Jumping Creek, and 

St Peter'.~ wort 

several small inft>stations along 
the Yarra River in Warrandyte 
State Park . 

The subdued sun crept a little 
lower in a sky quiet with the 
paleness of coming winter. The 
river had done its job. I was 
mentally purged, hopeful even, 
that public opinion will change 
and that the minority vote for 
forests versus fields will some 
day become an overwhelming 
majority. 

Return to a few chilly, basic facts 
1r OUCH bushwalking 

types we may be, but 
lately the evening chill 
has sent us scamper-
ing off to the ward-

robe. 
In theory this is our favourite 

time of year, with crisp morn-
ings warming into magnificent 
autumn days. During the school 
holidays we basked like lizards, 
scrambled up rocky peaks and 
explored scenic country by-
ways by pushbike. Clear frosty 
nights teemed with galaxies of 
stars, and the biting cold was a 
valued component of all this. 

But to arrive home and find 
ourselves condemned to shiver 
day and night because we no 
longer had a functional heating 
system engendered not a 
skerrick of the same excite-
ment, funnily enough. 

The power of the mind in aid-
ing this deception is remark-
able. One expects to feel Jack 
Frost gnawing painfully at pe-
ripheral appendages if one is 
camped out in the bush al this 
time of the year, but one does 
not expect rigor mortis of the 
extremities in the cosiness of 
one's own boudoir. 

Consequently, a below-zero 
outdoor holiday experience 
("invigorating") is considered 

Peter Wilson 
Handyman, 

Home Maintenance 
& Gardencare 

Local & Reliable 
9844 0701 

healthy and enjoyable. Yet any-
thing below 10 degrees indoors 
at home ("bloody freezing") is 
probably a health hazard. At 
the very least, it induces what 
can only be described as a fairly 
negative frame of mind . 

Given the likely long-term na-
ture of our heaterless exist-
ence, the challenge is therefore 
to counter-deceive the little 
grey cells into believing that 
they are not cold, but healthily 
invigorated. 

By day this has been pretty 
straightforward, but the eve-
nings are a bit tricky. The ten-
dency is , from dinnertime on-
wards, to want to sit down for 
a bit. Things which became un-
fashionable long ago, such as 
woollen jumpers, hanclwashing 
dishes, hot desserts, early 
nights and hot water bottles are 

BRICKWORK 
STONEWORK 

PAVING 
Etc. 

Phone: 
Bud Stringer 
9844 2448 or 

Alex Stringer 
9876 6007 

Mob 0414 761 754 

back in vogue at our place. 
Not for us your skimpy fash-

ions in clingingly winsom e fab-
rics . Begone cool greys, icy pas-
tels and chic blacks! We are 
riding high on the psychologi-
cal advantages of vivid colour, 
brilliant flowers , hot African 
rhythms and the aromatic 
warmth of mulled red wine. And 
it seems to be paying off. 

Within less than a week we've 
more or less stopped shivering. 
Eastland shopping centre has 
changed almost overnight from 
seeming a tropical paradise to 
a stuffy overheated barn . And 
when some temporarily forget-
ful little person switched on the 
car heater the other day, there 
was a unified howl of protest 
from everybody else and we 
wound down the windows un-
til all the excess Celsius was 
flushed out. 

How long can we sustain this 
invigorating lifestyle? There are 
so many items on the fixit list 
at present that the heating sys-
tem co uld well find itself hav-
ing a long sojourn in the pend-
ing department. 

I put it all down to Murphy's 
Law, an obvious corollary of 
whi h is the plural version : "If 
a number of things can go 
wrong, then they eventually 

bradley curtis 
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will, more or less all at the same 
time". 

It's true. One ol the reasons 
for the demise o f the heater 
turned out to be the meltdown 
of another switch on the same 
fuse. On top of whi ch, during 
the last week, there have been 
an unbelievable number of 
computer-related reaso ns to 
digress from the politer forms 
o l th e King 's English as de-
picted within the respectable 
covers of the Oxford dictionary. 

And if that wasn't enough, a 
submersible pump had to re-
placed after somebody's de-
structive bl ack labrador came 
and wallowed uninvited in our 
fish pond, the phone is playing 
up, we had a sprained back, a 
broken finger, an attempted 
broken finger, a dead budgie, 
and a bill for $231 (clo not ad-
just your spectacles, folks , 
there is no decimal point) from 
a car retailer for a set ol two 
spare car keys and a dysfunc-
tional beeper. 

Ah well. We remain healthy 
and happy, the roof doesn't 
leak, and most nights there is a 
steaming hot dinner on the 
table. In truth we are grateful 
for all our blessings, including 
our new state of invigorated 
well-being. 
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JOHN COX 

A life remembered 
Il T was a sweltering day in 

January 1965, the height 
of the wet season, when I 
arrived at the Australian 
Inland Mission hospital , 

Kununurra, at the conclusion o f 
the morning clinic. 

Lunch was in progress and 
there was this man-huge he 
seemed to me-though not as 
huge as he subsequently became 
over the years- holding forth at 
the head of the t able. My 
immediate reaction was "I' ll 
never argue with him if I don't 
agree with him!" Ron Sparkes, 
the local padre, introduced me-
the nursing sisters, the doctor, 
the pilot- John Cox. Such was 
John's and my first meeting. 

Fourteen months lat er, in 
February 1966, we were married, 
and I recall the wor ds of an 
elderly gentleman sitti ng next to 
me on the plane on New Years 
Day the year before-"And what 
brings you to this par t of the 
world?" When I told him, he 
replied (referring to the AIM) 
"Oh, you know what they call 
that up here?- flynn 's mat ri mo-
nial bureau!" Naive as I was then , 
I bad to admit that the thought 
had never entered my head! 

John came to Wyndham by a 
long and devious route. Born in 
Sydney in 1931 he spent his 
early years at Narabeen befo re 
moving with his family-
including at this time two 
brothers, Bruce and Paul- to 
Leura in the Blue Mountains. 

After completing his secondar y 
education at Scots College in · 
Sydney he joined the P&O 
company, and worked for a 
short time with them before 
joining the first intake of 
aspiring officers for the Officer 
Cadet School in Portsea. John 
subsequently saw ser vice in 
Korea, Japan and New Guinea, 
rising to the rank o f captain in 
the Corps Signal Regiment. 

He reti red from the army in 
1958, and fo r a little while was in 
a kind of no-man's land, working 
for Shell, but not liking it, part ly 
because he questioned some of 
their work practices. What to 
do? He was advised to take an IQ 
test to help deter mine the 
direction his future working life 
might take, The results o f t hese 
tests we heard about at regu lar 
inter val s fo r years to come-
very intelligent-too m uch for 

John Cox, 
well-known 
Warrandyte 
resident, died 
last month. 
His wife, 
HELEN COX, 
tells his 
story. 
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his own good w e sometimes 
thought-and in h is own words, 
"Unemployable". 

John's background was a 
privi leged one-at least in mater ia l 
terms, and so as he already had 
flyi ng in his blood and access to 
money, he decided to buy an 
ai rcraft-a single engine Cessna-
and offered himself at th e sugges-
t ion of a fri end already involved in 
the business to th e Palatines , a 
Cathol ic order that needed a pil ot 
to ferry th e bishop around his 
Kimberl ey diocese (at this point in 
his life John was a worshipping 
Cath oli c) . 

Alter lay missionary training at 
Palot t i coll ege in Milgrove he 
headed North-West. After two or 
three years John and th e bishop 
had a falling out , but he'd devel-
oped such a love of the North-it's 
way of l ife, i t 's peopl e, both in 
Wyndham and Kununurra and on 
the cattl e stations spanning 
thousands of miles across the 
region-he decided to make hi s 
home th ere. 

And so Wy ndham Air Charter 
was born . Part of h is work was for 
the Royal Flyi ng Doctor Servi ce, 
respond ing to doctors ' requests to 

fly pati ents in from outlying areas, 
and at the same time flying the 
doctor from Wyndham to 
Kununurra for the biweekly clinics. 

John spent 10 years in th e 
Kimberl ey and in many ways 
became something of a legend. A 
number of peopl e spoke to Hugh of 
John's flying only lour years ago 
wh en he visited th ere. "He was a 
hell of a pilot!" was a common 
comment when Hugh mentioned 
wh o his father was. As was his way 
he became involved in a number of 
community activities , including 
coaching the local basketball team 
in Wyndham and at Kalumbura 
mission and umpiring their 
matches. 

John 's involvement in Lions 
began in Wyndham where he was a 
charter member of the Wyndham 
Lions Club, an involvement which 
eventually spanned almost 30 
years , he received the highest 
award in Lionism-the Melvin 
Jones award. 

John and I spent the first three 
years of our married life in 
Wyndham. It was Chris and Hugh's 
first home. After that we spent 18 
months in Shepparton . David was 
born during this period . It was as a 

member of Scots Church there that 
John successfully candidated for 
the Presbyterian ministry. That 
brought us to Melbourne, and at 
age 40, John began studying for his 
primary degree. 

He was appointed home mission-
ary to West Heidelberg Presbyte-
rian Church , and then St John 's, 
Warrandyte. After two years John 
decided to terminate his candi-
dacy, but continued his study, and 
finally gained a BA (Dip Ed). The 
rest of his working life he spent at 
Box Hill Technical College, initially 
teaching behavioural studies , and 
finally as administrative education 
officer of the TAFE college. 

Our year in Warrandyte got us 
hooked on the place. We bought 
land, built a house, and have lived 
here ever since. Typically, John 
became involved in the community 
and the Lions Club. He held office 
on a number of committees and 
gave 110 percent to those things to 
which he felt committed. 

He didn't always see eye to eye 
with those with whom he worked 
on these ventures, and over the 
years put many people offside, 
Sometimes this was understand-
able, but at other times I ached for 
him when he stuck to a principle, 
called into question some practice 
or decision that he felt was not 
strictly down the line, or when 
rules were bent when they did not 
suit a particular person or 
organisation . 

There were times when he found 
it difficult to accept that someone 
else's way of doing things could be 
equally as valid as his own, or 
worse still-better-depending on 
which way you looked at it. Maybe, 
just occasionally, you were right 
and he was wrong. 

It seemed that for John life was 
not just to be lived, but to be 
embraced to the point very often 
wh ere his interests and involve-
ments would almost overtake him 
so that he was unable to stand 
back and be objective about what 
he was doing. 

That being said, he nevertheless 
contributed a huge amount to the 
lives and well-being of probably 
more people-especially young 
people-that we will ever know. In 
all parishes where I have worked 
he was able to establish a wonder-
ful rapport with the children , and 
was even willing to make a fool ol 
himself. 

This story would really not be 

complete without mentioning 
bridge-not the kind you walk 
over, the kind you play. It too 
was in clanger ol taking over 
him. He learned as a child, and 
tried to teach me alter we were 
married. It took me three years 
to go through a night without 
bursting into tears, and I finally 
gave it away. thinking I could do 
without that stress in my life. 
Bridge took up more and more 
of his time in the last few years, 
and at his death he was not only 
playing it socially through the 
Yarra Valley Bridge Club, but 
teaching it with U3A, while 
organising another class at 
Ringwood East for those who 
wanted to improve their game. 
He had what he called his 
library ol bridge books. He even 
learned to play on the internet , 
and made a wonderful friend in 
Canada; a man he had planned 
to visit in a few weeks time. 

John was a larger-than-life sort 
ol person in every way. He could 
be intimidating and aggressive, 
gentle and understanding, loud 
and even frightening, caring and 
compassionate. A gentle giant 
knowing everything; knowing 
nothing. 

Our past treatment of the 
Aborigines appalled him. In his 
heyday he excelled at golf (three 
holes in one) . He was a master 
at "forward planning". He was a 
great administrator and 
organiser, a loving parent and 
husband. Only recently he 
reiterated to me that his family 
meant everything to him. 

Over these past weeks dozens 
ol people have shared with me 
their feelings ol John and what 
he meant to them. Perhaps the 
most moving came in a pack of 
cards made by the children of 
the Sunday School at Ferntree 
Gully. One ol them said, "I am 
very sorry to hear about John, 
and I hope you're not too lonely. 
We're not supposed to have 
Sunday School today, but we 
had it just for you" . It wasn't 
just for me, it was because of 
John that they had it. That 
sentiment was summed up most 
beautifully by a 12 year-old who 
wrote, "To Helen, I am very 
sorry about what happened to 
John. He meant a lot to me 
because he made me feel like 
somebody when I was feeling 
like nobody". 

Ming's Warrandyte , 
CHLNESE RESTAlJRANT (BYO) i/"l!Jf,. . 'J~ 

* No MSG * Fast service 'II I _,_ ;:-i\ 
* Phone orders welcome .. .- 1 * No artificial flavouring 

* No artificial colouring * Special banquet menu 

TAKE AWAY WELCOME-OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 
i Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte 

Trading Hours 
Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm 
Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm 

r~°h.a.'"ii:~ _ & ( opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2 

'1h""lo,ll~~~~--~, • ____ _ __ _ PH_o_N_E_9_s __ 4_4_2_2_ss _ __. 

DIARY ADVERTISING BRINGS RESUI-TS: CALI .. , 9844 3819 



il HROUGH the Dragon's 
breath, drops of water in 
the shape of Kooboor's 
tears falls to the fragile 
and ancient Warrandyte 

earth. Crashing into the soil at Grand 
Prix speed, the raindrops have the 
kinetic energy of a micro-meteorite. 
Their force explodes the soil into 
fragments , displacing particles of 
organic matter accumulated from 
dead plants and animals, minerals 
ground from monolithic bedrocks 
and the myriad of life forms that cre-
ate living soil. All are torn asunder 
into a chaotic millennium flow. 

Millions upon millions of raindrops 
carry huge loads of soil upon their 
watery backs along the ground . 
Slaves to the power of erosivity, they 
create fluidly mobile, earthen rivers 
running down cleared gullies, lrom 
naked hilltops across denuded val-
leys, carrying the payload of the 
thousands of years of biological ac-
tivity needed to make soil. 

The energy of erosivity. The force 
that has made Australia the llattest 
continent. Wearing once-huge, rock-
lilled mountains down to gummy re-
mains. Gummy gaping mouth ol a 
parched continent, missing the tear-
drops and thirsting more each day. 
The rain that does !all washes the 
innards ol soil away from the skel-
etal remains into the salty soup that 
surrounds this island continent. 

Soil formation is such a slow pro-
cess. In river valley landscapes, only 
0.4 tonnes per year is created: a 
depth of 30mm every 1000 years . 
The time consumed by 40 human 
generations is needed to make a 
depth of soil equal to the width ol 
two lingers. On dry hilltops, such as 
we have in bony Warrandyte, the 
rate is considerably slower. The 
river valley rate is 400 tonnes per 
hectare each millennium, whereas in 
the single event that was the 1982 
Melbourne dust storm, around two 
million tonnes of soil were carried 
away, some to New Zealand. Such an 
event occurred seven times this cen-
tury. 

Erosion is occurring at a faster rate 
than soil formation. In an average 
year In Australia, about 14 billion 
tonnes of soil Is moved by sheet and 

l 

Millennium Bug has infected everything, everywhere. The 
air we breathe, the soil and water we depend upon; 
rearranging the weather; changing everything. A televi-
sion horror show you can't turn off. Written by GLEN 
JAMESON, with illustrations by JOCK MACNEISH. 

of the total soil moved globally each 
year. Australia occupies only about 
live percent of the world's land area. 
We are short of fresh air. We are run-
ning out of clean water as the soil 
runs between our wasteful lingers. 

§ OIL is the true source of 
the wealth of a nation. The 
basic tenet to sustain-
ability is healthy soils . 

Two components of soil 
are depth and structure. The struc-
ture of soil comprises form, stabil-
ity and resilience. it is a complex 
property, influencing physical. 
chemical and biological processes . 
Soil structure changes, due to vari-
ous land uses, may be one of 
Australia's most serious forms of 
land degradation. Problems of soil 
structure, nutrient decline and ero-
sion are closely related. 

Significant changes in soil struc-
ture can occur in seconds when wet 
soil is exposed to stresses caused by 
machinery or stock. One such event 
can undo years of careful soil man-
agement. 

Australian soils have less fertility, 
lower organic matter and poorer sur-
face structure than northern hemi-
sphere soils, They are a trap the Mil-
lennium Bug has set for the unwary 
land user. Accelerated soil erosion 
results from clearing, grazing and 
cultivation . Erosion's immediate Im-
pact is the loss of nutrients, which 
reduces productivity. Then water 
storage capacity is reduced, result-
ing in further loss of productivity 
and eventually increased run-off. 

When the Great Yarra flood of 1864 
finally subsided, the folk who farmed 
the fertile Yarra Flats of Heidelberg 
and Ivanhoe awoke to find their rich, 
alluvial, floodplain loam covered 
with the yellow clays of Warrandyte. 
The mullock heaps of careless gold 

s ha,t b w e o • "l"l'i • 

Yarra and dumped downstream. 
The gold miners had not only up-

rooted the earth in uncontrolled 
speculative digging, they had also 
stripped the trees from Fourth Hill 
and beyond to feed their greedy 
steam engines, thus laying bare frag-
ile soils vulnerable to erosion; soils 
awaiting their next destination. 

Wood gatherers, steam engine 
feeders , badly managed horse graz-
ing, tree choppers, bush burners , 
failed attempts at agriculture, rab-
bits , house block clearances-all 
continued to strip the forests across 
the century. The tree clearance and 
massive soil disturbance continues 
today, ensuring erosion, raising wa-
ter table levels and bringing back the 
dead sea salinity. Washing salt into 
the soil. 

When forests are torn apart, the 
energy forces that hold the ecologi-
cal processes together are let loose. 
The resultant chaos and destruction 
is a Millennium Bug's picnic. 

ARRANDYTE and 
Wonga Park are 
erosion hot spots 
in the Yarra Catch-
ment, with urban 

development, unmade roads , rural 
living and tunnelling dams singled 
out as critical activities causing ero-
sion. They are vulnerable areas be-
cause they are located on land sys-
tems particularly susceptible to soil 
erosion, or the land is subject to 
forms ol development and manage-
ment which are inherently stressful 
to most land systems. 

Vegetative growth and biological 
vigour are key components for pro-
tecting most areas from erosion. 

Yet Manningham is covered with 
areas of poor land management . Too 
many horses on too many small pad-
docks. Earthen roads and gutters 

a 

spoiling the water quality and de-
stroying aquatic habitat. Where are 
the roundabout engineers with their 
green solutions? Where are the plan-
ners who set limits to the destruc-
tion of our natural wealth? 

Soils have been formed lrom the 
parent rock material and sediments 
by the combined inlluence ol th e cli-
mate, plants, animals (by those that 
live on and in the soil), topography 
and time---measured in thousands of 
years. It is a dynamic medium in 
which many processes-physical, 
chemical and biological-are continu-
ally going on. The silurian parent 
rocks beneath Warrandyte are about 
two kilometres deep and come lrom 
around 435 to 408 million years ago, 
a time when true jaw-lish evolved 
and the earliest land plants ap-
peared . We live with this ancient 
material at our feet . 

They say that the distribution of 
humans corresponds to the distribu-
tion of the earthworm. They are part 
of the biological diversity that pro-
vides critical life support systems 
which make human life possible. 

Below the surlace ol the earth is a 
rich tapestry ol biodiversity that is 
as important as such visible ele-
ments as the bushiands and native 
launa that we treasure and make 
laws to protect. 

Australian soils host a wide range 
of soil oranisms lrom such minute 
lorms as bacteria, protozoa and 
lungi, to such larger creatures as in-
sects and worms . One square meter 
ol soil may support a population of 
around 200.000 arthropods and 
enchytraeids (which includes in-
sects, spiders and centipedes) and 
billions of microbes. One hectare of 
good quality soil could contain 1000 
kilograms of earthworms, 100kg of 
arthropods, 150kg of protozoa. 
150kg of algae, 1700kg of bacteria 
~i . 
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The highly diverse biota of the soil 
performs a wide range of important 
ecosystem services . They maintain 
soil health and fertility by cycling 
carbon, nitrogen, sulphur and 
phospherous and by maintaining 
soil structure. 

Loss ol a soil's biodersity, as a con-
sequence ol cultivation , is associ-
ated with its loss ol structure, mak-
ing it subject to erosion. The de-
struction of its mycorrhizal fungi , 
which forms a symbiotic association 
with many plants, can adversely af-
fect the prospects of re-colonisation 
of those plants. The chemicals we 
persistently spread accumulate in 
the soil or become concentrated in 
biological cycles. 

The Bug may have suggested it was 
to be a once-in-a-millennium deluge; 
a catastrophe which would overtake 
a fallen humanity. As part ol the cos-
mic rhythm, myths have it that a 
fallen humanity, beset by sins or 
ritual faults, is submerged by llood-
waters. Some time later a new world 
emerges lrom the aquatic chaos. 
Perhaps it is the soil beneath our 
feet that is tied more closely to our 
late. 

The earth ol Doncaster and of 
Templestowe, lost under houses. 
Good, rich , productive soils, buried 
under tar and cement. A foible ol 
planning to allow urban sprawl to 
cover such wealth. All that we have 
to show are hectares of awful archi-
tecture and the foolish flaunting of 
money. Knowing that we are losing 
the vast Murray-Goulburn irrigation 
area to alinity. we still allow more 
houses to go over the top ol lertile, 
productive land, close to major ar-
eas or population. 

When you consider that only a 
meagre six percent of the Australian 
land mass is arable land, that is, able 
to be ploughed (in the UK it is 26 
percent), to make it unavailable is a 
planning exercise comparable to the 
inevitability of a hakespearian trag-
edy. 

The light side of our human n ture 
dresses up and plays with comput-
ers; the dark side hides the destruc-
tion of an imminent fall. Falling 
through the Dragon' breath, with 
Kooboor's tears, to the rapidly dis-. . h 
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CASTLE WALLS 

( 

Pickled heads of jesters 
suck the rosethom sticks of sour lollipops, 
spitt ing green lime slime 
from the barbed wire battlements 
of second storey windows. 

Manic musical maniacs 
frolic in salival showers, 
dancing the dances 
of freak show fools. 

Somewhere dim and distant, 
peace bells whisper, 
ringing strong and true; 
silenced by iron veils. 

Battery babies 
strain from gilded cradles, 
schoolmistresses stand solemnly 
in black satin, 
wringing and dinging 
from pink ears turning blue. 

,~ - Cate,iTig? 

BAN GREEN POOLS 
Call the 
CuliTia,y 
Wiza,d 
9844 3269 

this Winter ... 
When algae invade , your pool can become a p ond almost 

overnight. That's why you hould rely on your BioGuard® 

dealer for effective algae treatmen t and prevention this winter. 

We have a imple and easy treatment program to p rotect your 

pool, and the expert advice you need to stop algae problems 

before they start. See your BioGuard® dealer for expert advice. 

~ I 

111111 
BioGuard 

Relax. 
Bring your pool to BioGuard ® 

0 oL .t14-: 
0 110 Wood Street ., . j t Templestowe 3106 .,. c. I ---',, 

£-,I 9846 6255 I ..,.. ,. 
I _, ., 

Ample parking ' i C£ always available 

Want it typed? 
Want it quick? 
Want it loca l? 

Want a good price? 

Call Rainbo w 
Secretarial SeNice on 

9844 2139 

I 
Q 

VICTORIAN 
SCREEN DOORS 

Q uality 
Reproduction 

Joinery 
Doors & Mantelpieces 
Inserts and Renovation 

Components _). 

Telephone 
9719 7484 
82 Alma Road 

Kangaroo Grd 3097 

SHOP LOCALLY 

Noon spefl 
Is the spell of sickle moons. 
Fickle demons 
sleep in fits on rusty beds. 
Torches burn 
in bloody stones. 
Light a path of death; 
line it with thirsty adders. 

In silence-threaded darkness, 
paving with sweat 
while paying dutiful dues 
from a bagful 
of sparkling yellow cats' eyes, 
one child, small and lonely, 
sneaks away. 

Cross the shadowed palm with slivers; 
cross the shadowed park on silver wheels. 

PAUL HERBERT& 

• Felling 
• Shaping 

Experienced • 
Climber 

Fully Insured • 

FOR EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

GEOFF FELTHAM 
WALL & FLOOR TILER 

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 0417 548152 

WARRANDYTE 
EYE CARE 

£aasultatioas are 
BUllBIWD 
to MEDICARE 

NO MORE HASSLES! 
WE CAN NOW DIRECT BILL 

YOUR PRIVATE HEALTH FUND 

~ :r~ ~. Medlbank PrMJte 

... .. lill 
9B44 4422 

Shop 28, Goldfields Plaza 
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road , Warrandyte 



Keen recruits 
stand by at 
South brigade 

By SOPHIE CUNLIFF lF OR new recruits Chi Keen, 
Fiona, Alistair and Alan , the 
CFA is not just about putting 
out names. In fact, CFA has a 
greater community locus 

than ever before. 

at South Warrandyte Fire Brigade for 
three months. Last month he was ac-
cepted as a full member or the brigade. 
While Chi Keen will be an active fire 
fighter, proficiency in computing is 
another of his contributions. Chi Keen 
has had some benefit out or his mem-
bership too. 

"I recently moved into the area and 
belonging to CFA helped my wile and I 
settle in and form some networks." 

Community education, risk manage-
ment and general brigade support 
mean that there is a job for everyone 
at South Warrandyte Fire Brigade. Vol-
unteer Week (10-16 May) provides the 
perfect opportunity to meet some of 
the CFA members who are creating a 
safer community. 

An engineer by trade, Alan Teed was 
eager to spend his retirement helping 
others. But you won 't find him on the 
end of a hose. Alan plans to participate 
in the successful Brigades in Schools 
program, which presents fire safety 
messages to local primary schools. 

Going places: (from left) Fiona Dillon, Alan Teed, Chi Keen low, Al McCausland. 
(Picture by Sophie Cun/if() 

Fiona Dillon, local mother of two, 
joined the brigade in March. She has 
no plans to attend fires-she prefers 
to give her time in assisting with com-
munity education and recruitment . 
Fiona'.s skills as a registered nurse are 
invaluable for the brigade. 

"Becoming a member has given me 
a new outlook on life," she said. "I have 
met a whole group of new people I 
would never have otherwise met. Be-
ing part of the brigade has strength-
ened my ties with the community." 

Chi Keen Low has attended training 

His local connections and extensive 
public speaking experience mean that 
South Warrandyte CFA's newest am-
bassador is well qualified for the task. 

"I have been very encouraged by the 
level of acceptance and enthusiasm I 
have found within the brigade-every-
one gets comprehensive training, 
whether or not you will fight fires at 
the end of it," he said. 

Alistair McCausland has lived in the 

Warrandyte area all his life. A lull time 
university student, Al was looking for 
a diversion from the rigours of study. 
He and his brother Stuart joined the 
brigade at the beginning or this year. 
Since then, they have been among the 
most active members or the brigade at 
training. 

"CFA has given me the sense that I 
am contributing to society. I have 
made new friends and met heaps of 
people. It has improved my confidence 
and problem solving ability." 

Al is unapologetic about his reasons 

for joining-he wants to be on the 
truck as it rolls out the door! 

Although South Warrandyte benefits 
enormously from the skills these and 
other recruits bring to the brigade, 
Captain Ron Symons says they still 
need more members . 

"CFA is a valuable resource for the 
community, but we need your help. 
The brigade needs a mix of skills to 
bring it into the next century. Any ex-
pertise that is on offer will be grate-
fully accepted by the brigade.· 

or course, if you do want to put wa-

URGENTLY 
REQUIRED! 

Warrandyte 
Prin1ary 
School 

Your Prope!!Y-
FOR SALE 

OR 
LEASE 

Excellent buyers 
and tenants waiting ... 
CALL US NOW for an 
immediate appraisal 

SPENCE]l MAIQ'I N 
163 YARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113 

98441511 

lcCO. 
FllLTD. 

GLENN MARTTN 
98443535 

JOI IN SPENCJ:.'R 
9844 2593 

Forbes Street, Warrandyte 
Tel 9844 3537 

ter on flame. CFA still does that. Full 
operational training is provided to all 
new members. Many recruits have de-
veloped and enhanced their own skills 
through their involvement with CFA-
and made some lifelong friendships as 
well. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about joining CFA, contact South 
Warrandyte Fire Brigade on 9844 2861 
or 0407 339 137. 

(Sophie Cunliff is community faa1italor 
at South Warrandyte Fm! Brigade) 
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Where friendship 
vegies and 
flowers flourish 

Words by KARA WILLIAMS 
Pictures by SANDY BURGOYNE 

CO) a sunny morning in 
late April , a number of 
VWs, garden enthusi-
asts and local well-
wishers came 
toge the r for the 

opening of the Warrandyte-Park 
Orchar ds Community Garde n . 

The garden, situa ted in the 
paddoclc behind the the police 
station, where mounted constables 
kepi their horses in years past was 
officially opened by the Hon Phil 
Honeywood MP and Commander 
Trevor Thompson o f Victoria 
Police. 

Based on the English village 
allotment syste m, the garden isn ' t 
just a place to grow vegies, it 's also 
a place to make new m e nds. 

The notion for the garde n was 
born three years ago. It was the 
idea of Sergeant Keith Walker, 
Warrandyte's senior police officer 
and then presiden t of the 
Warrandyte-Park Orchards Police 
and Community Consultative 

Commillee, who saw a need for a 
fer ti le public garden 111 
Warrandyle , wher e stony soil and 
tree-sha d ed blocks often make 
vegetable growing impossible. 

Once word got around about the 
new idea, the community backed ii 
with enthus!asm. As Alan Alder, 
present cha irma n o f the 
Warrandyte-Park Orchards PCCC, 
explained in his introduction: "As 
we made our way through forma li-
ties needed to establish the 
developmen t, interested citizens 
were al ready enquiring a bout 
'getting a plot'". 

Sergeant Wa lker worked tire-
lessly to ed ge the project forwa rd , 
obtain ing a pproval lo use the horse 
paddock. Manningham counci llors 
Patricia Young and Lion el 
Allemand pledged council's 
financial support, and fund ing and 
practical assistance came from the 
Justice Department Start Program, 
service clubs and many local 
businesses. The official donor 
board was unveiled by 
Manningham mayor, Cr Lionel 

Allemand. 
Local landscape architect Bev 

Hanson planned the garden . Major 
contributions lo the development 
and construction of the garde n 
have been made by the coordina-
tor , CFA facilitator Jeff Adair. 

"'This was a genuine community 
effort involving wonderful partici-
pation from both communities," MP 
Phil Honeywood said. "The stale 
government was pleased to support 
with a $ l 0,000 grant as I was able to 
prove it was a genuine community 
endeavour." 

Sergeant Walker is ver y happy 
with the result . "The Warrandyte 
communi ty has been fantastic," he 
said. ''Just gelling in and helping to 
gel the project up and running." 

Al the moment ther e a re 23 plots, 
with mor e going in. An idea has 
been proposed for raised beds for 
disabled people . Predictably, the 
gard eners themselves are the most 
enthusiastic. "We think it's a 
wonderful facili ty and service," one 
of them said. "It 's just so nice that 
things actually grow! " 

Top: Commander Trevor Thompson and MP Phil Honeywood officially 
open Warrandyte's community garden. Left: The garden in all its glory. 
Above: Alan Alder in troduces the speakers. 

7a 
Peter's Selection for MAY 

***** Coldstream Hill Sauvignon Blanc 1998 ......... . $ 16.99 ($ 185 per doz) 
(White Wine of the Month) ***** Leasingham Cabernet MaJbec Bin 56 l 996 ... . $16.99 ($ 185 per doz) 
(Red Wine of the Month) 
Tyrell 's Old Winery Range: Cabernet Merlot, 
Shiraz, Verdelho , Pino t Noir or Chardonnay .. $ 12.99 ($ 140 per doz) 

DIARY NOTE: 1--.A.eet Winemaker Andrew * CORPORATE SPECIALS * 
Pattison, Loncefield Winery in ihe store, 
4.30-8pm, Friday 28th 1-ky 
STOP PRESS: Yarra Bum Dinner with David 
Fyffe at Thyme on the Terrace. Thursday 24th 
June. Bookings essentia l. 

TRADING HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm 
Friday & Saturday 9am-9pm 
Sunday l 0.30am-5pm 

152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3282 • Mobile EFTPOS facili ties 

A fast reliable Courier Service 
right at your door 
SAME DAY 

PICKUP & DELIVERY 
Warrandyte-to/ from just about anywhere 

in the greater Melbou rne area 

0411 417 820 

HELP! 

My name is SKIPPY 
I am a 9 year-old male Golden 
Labrador and I am in need of 
lots of TLC from a kind and 
loving family as my elderly 
owner has gone to live in a 
hostel . I am very friendly, good 
with children and have been 
wormed and vaccinated. 
Please phone Carolyn 

on 0419 370 272 



Night at the flicks i 
Conducted by JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news In the letterbox In 
the front door of our office at the 
Community Centre, lax it to 9844 
4168, or post it to PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday 
in the month. 

Local Lions, together with 
Warrandyte High School , are 
presenting a Silent Movie Night 
at the school's theatre, Alexan-
der Road, on Wednesday, May 
26 , lights out at 7.30pm sharp. 
Actually, the night won't be en-
tirely "silent", as Bruce Ardley 
is supplying a live musical ac-
companiment "in the threatre 
organ tradition ". Featured at-
traction will be The Mask Of 
Zorro , starring Douglas 
Fairbanks, supported by Laurel 
and Hardy's Liberty and Miss 
Northcote Of 1926. Supper will 
include tea and coffee with re-
freshments at bar prices. Tick-
ets-$12, students and conces-
sions $7-can be booked 
through Joan Shugg, 9844 2368 
(AH), 9894 0024 (Bl-I) or Barbara 
Mills , 9844 6119 (Bl-I) . 

Anniversary 
Warrandyte Primary School's 
stone building turns 125 next 
year. A Back To Warrandyte Pri-
mary celebration will be held to 
mark this occasion . If you are 
interested in helping with the 
planning, have information on 
former students or teachers, or 
would like to be_kept up-to-date 
with plans, please contact Judy 
Finger on 9844 3 I 50, leave a 
message at the school on 9844 
3537, or send a fax to 9844 1616. 

Service 
A combined church service for 
the Week Of Prayer For Chris-
tian Unity will be held at the 
Uniting Church in Taroona Av-
enue on Sunday, May 23 at 
7.30pm. 

Ministers 
Six state government ministers 
will address a public meeting on 
Monday, May 17 at the Eltham 
Community Centre, between 
5.15 and 6.30pm. This is an 
open public meeting and all are 
welcome to attend . 

Dance 
Social dances are held at the 
South Warrandyte Hall, Hall 
Road, on the second Saturday 
of each month. The next dance 
will be on June 12, with the fol-
lowing one on July IO. Cost is 
$5, with BYO supper, tea and 
coffee provided. Further infor-
mation from 9723 3892. 

Seminars 
The next Environment Seminar, 
to be held at Currawong Bush 
Park in Reyno l ds Road, 
Doncaster East, will be on 
Thursday, June 3. John Bikett 

A party or Warrandyte High School students, 
two teachers and a parent have recently re-
turned from the school's first overseas trip--to 
Japan. 

som season. The beautiful pink blossoms framed 
all our views. 

"Weekly prepar ation classes together with 
sheer enthusiasm proved to be the recipe for a 
successful trip," a spokesperson told the Diary. 

"That evening we met with Warrandyte High 
School's 1998 assistant Japanese teacher, 
Noriko who had returned to Japan to manage 
her family's restaurant." 

The next day saw the/arty on the train for 
Kyoto where they staye In a youth hostel for 
the remainder of the trip. "We had been busy 
making origami cranes and on the sixth day took 
the cranes and placed them at the peace shrine 
in Hiroshima. 

Upon arrival at Tokyo airport, the party trav-
elled by bus to Chichibu yama, about one and 
a ha!( hours from Tokyo where they were bil-
leted with "homestay" famil ies for four days. 

"Our homestay families treated us to a cul-
tural day w here we were all able to try the Japa-
nese harp (koto) dress in kimonos and partake 
in a tea ceremony. All the homestay ramilies 
were wonderful. They were extremely gener-
ous and many have made ure friends." 

They made a side trip to Tokyo Disneyland 
and into the busy central district. On the fourth 
day they packed their bags, "said teary good-
byes and left for a hot spring resort, Shuzenji, 
south or Tokyo. 

"Our last day came too soon," the spokesper-
son said. "We meditated at the stone garden in 
Roanji temple and wandered around the gold 
pavilion at Kinkuji temple . Last minute souve-
nir shopping and suddenly we were on the train 
to Kansai airport. 

"Lots of memories, lots of great experiences 
and way too much luggage! It was a great trip 
and we are planning on doing it again next 
year." 

"On the way some or us visited the castle at 
Odawara and dressed as samuri and princesses. 
We were very fortunate, as i t was cherry blos-

• Pictured are high school students with host 
families, in traditional Japanese dress. 

from Melbourne Zoo will talk on 
snakes. On Thursday, July I , 
Beth Gott from Melbourne Uni-
versity will explore Aboriginal 
plant use. Seminars commence 
in the park conference room at 
7.30pm and are free to all. 

Magazine 
Approach is a magazine pro-
duced by and for young people, 
sponsored by Nillumbik and 
Banyule councils. Local young 
writers , artists, photographers 
and designers are invited to 
contribute. They should call 
Joanne Cuschieri on 94333139 
or Naomi Crowe on 9457 9935. 

Elvis 
A Tribute To Elvis floor show 
and rock and roll dance will be 
held on Sunday, May 23 at the 
Grand Hotel, Warrandyte, from 
2 to 6pm . This will be a 
fundraiser for the four local CFA 
brigades. The afternoon will be 
hosted Ward Everard. Tickets 
can be pre-booked at the hotel: 
9844 3202 . 

Open 
Warrandyte High Schoo l is 
holding an Open Night on 
Thursday, May 20, with school 
tours beginning at 6.30pm. Half-
hour information sessions will 
commence at 7 and 8pm. Fur-
ther information from 9844 
2749. 

Exhibition 
Doncaster and Templestowe 
Artists ' Society is inviting ev-
eryone to an exhibition to cel-
ebrate 20 years of life at the 
Kevin Heinze Garden Centre on 
Saturday, May 29, from 10am to 
4pm. The centre is located at 39 
Wetherby Road, Doncaster. 

Village 
The Village School , in Holloway 
Road, Croydon North, will be 
open to the public on Wednes-
day, May 26. You are welcome 
to go along and chat with par-
ents, staff and students . Call 
9726 4766 for further informa-
tion . 

Gallery 
Mannin gham Gall ery , 699 
Don caster Road . Doncaster. is 
presenting "a ri ch and diver se" 
collection of Kunwinjku paint-
ings and craft from Western and 
Central Arnhem Land until May 
23. Gallery hours are 10am to 
5pm Monday to Friday, I to 
5pm, Saturday and Sunday. 

Biology 
Cat l revisi on lectures for VCE 
Biology will be held on Sunday, 
May 23 and Sunday, June 6 at 
Box Hill Institute, Building 4 
Auditorium , 456 El gar Road , 
Box Hill from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 
Lectures will be presented by 
Dr Michael Deland. Pre-booking 
advised . Call 9873 1984 . 

English 
Classes in the Adult Migrant 
English program are conducted 
at La Trobe University 's 
Bundoora campus. Detail from 
94792417 . 

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
SALES AND SERVICE 

WARRANDYTE 
**GLASS ** 

Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed. 
SERVICING THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS 

Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 018 175 274 27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 3113 

r--------------------------~ : PLUMBER AND GASFITTER 
CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS 

I 
I 
I I 

I Electric Sewer Cleaner Avalla61e - 10 David Rd, WARRANDYTE I 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 I ~--------------------------~ 

NOWIN 
SOUTH WARRANDYTE 
All types of glass, 
glazing, mirrors 

and repairs. 
Terry Ryan 

9879 0373 or 
Mobile: 0418 369 294 

SUPPORT 
LOCAL TRADERS 
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LARGE TREES from $15 00 
PEA STRAW: $6.50 per ba le 

CARPET ROSES: $10.50 each 
SEEDLINGS: from $1 .95 punnet 

LADIES DAY - FRIDAYS - 10% OFF 

6 

RONC.DAY 
9844 3329-9844 1568 
PICK UP & DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

MAHONEYS COURT, WARRANDYTE 
I I 

NILLUMBIK 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
BUILDING 
SURVEYORS 

A division of illumbik hire Council 

0 Building Permit-, and Insp"ctions 
0 Application ch eking times to suit 

your need 
0 Inspection times available 
0 peciali t advice in mud-brick 

con ·truction 
peciali t advice on termite protection 

0 ' peciali ·t advice on bu ·h-ftre protection 

Nillumbik Environmental 
Building Surveyors 

Ovic Drive, Greensborough 
PH: (03) 94.33-3111 

PO Box 476 Greem.borough 3088 
FAX: (03) 9432-9559 

Warrandyte 
Community Church 
57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 4148 

a church where you will find: 
• a friendly welcorie 

• a family atmosphere 

• a full on programme of activities 
for children and youth 

• spiritual food for your soul 

Join us anytime for a Sunday service at 10am 
or ring 9844 4148 to inquire about other activities 

HEAL THY GREAT LOOKING TEETH 
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE 

We offer a highly professional service and are open 
evenings and Saturday morning s for your convat1ience. 

Dr TIM SYNNOT • Dr STEVEN DIB 
616 Park Road, Park Orchards 

I AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY SERVICE: 9844 33771 
For appointments telephone: 

9876 4358 
You'll be smiles ahead with an ADA dentist 
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.ZE DO KAI 
, :; , . i it·!¥·! i; ld 
\ \ RRA D) fF lECH.\ . l ' HA LL 

111 l _ .OOpm 
pm to 6.15pm 
m lo .OOpm 

For information ring 0419 327 672 or 9876 3457 

·-------· I TIMBER STAINING I 
I MUDBRICK & CEMENT I 
: * Rendering : * Repairs 
11 * Colour Matching 11 * Waterproofing 
I I 
I Ring MICHAEL I 
1 on 9712 0436 1 

·-------· Acclaim Renovation 
& Addition 

tilA 522019 
f\eolSlelftl Bulld1no Pr.tct'11lne< D 8 ~170 

H Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA N BA Member 
l,lational Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

Aii:ftcA\~:ll 
PROMPT SERVICE 

FREE DES IGII/QUOTATION 
9850 2592 • 0412 331 464 
Experience Counts for Everything 

Warrandyte 
Opportunity 
Shop at the 
Community Centre 

URGENTLY NE EDED 
A Lions Oub o f 

Warrandyte project 

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS & 
GLAZING NEEDS! 

• FREE QUOTES 
• 7 DAYS A WEEK 
• EXPERIENCED TRADESMAN 

MOB : 0419 879 892 
PH/ FAX: 9723 6445 
DON & ANNE M'HARDY 

WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9844 2547 

EMOTIONS 
Not coping with anger, guilt, jealousy, grief, 

hurt, anxiety and low self esteem? Resolve the 
su'.xonscious cause and eliminate the problem . 

You can change the way you feel 
w ith Private Subconscious Healing. 
Only three sessions needed to change your life 

Ring Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322 

Goldtown reopened 
By JUDY GREEN 

The Gold town Open tenn is tournament was a prominent fea-
ture of sporting life in Warranclyte for many years . Begin-
ning as a three-star Tennis Victoria t ournament , it devel-
oped into a live-star event , att ractin g top players from 
Victor ia and interstate. 

Unfortunately, ii had to be abandoned in 1996 because of 
the lack of a major sponsor. "Whi le some sponsorship was 
still available," a Warrandyte Tenn is Club spokesperson told 
lhe Diary, " it became inc reas ingly d ifficu lt to cover costs." 

Now, thanks to a timely major sponso rship offer from 
Phill ip Webb real estate, Goldtown is being resurrec ted. 

"We are b ginning again with a th ree-s tar event ," th e 
spokesperson said, "but i i pas t exper ience is any guide, we 
may be able to gain a higher ranking in future years." 

The Goldtown Open will be held at the lub's courts in 
Taroona Avenue over the weekends of September 18- 19 and 
25-26. 

Mark Bence was re-elected president at the tennis club's 
annual general meeti ng las t month. 

Wendy Synnot was ele-:ted secretary fo ll owing Paul ine 
Dusting's resignat ion after four years in the posit ion and 
Barry Dick has replaced John Roberts as treasurer. 

Flashback! Nicole Provis (now Nicole Bradtke), 
winner of the 1985 Goldtown Open. 

Redbacks on course 
for the big double 

By DAMIAN ARSENIS 
Warrandyt e have begun the 
1999 Eastern Districts Junior 
Basketball Association season 
in style, with a number of the 
Red backs· higher-graded teams 
shining through. 

Malcolm Andersons 's Ul 9A 
boys have already laid claim to 
the " repeat " by dominating 
their competition to this early 
stage. After upsetting arch rival 
Eltham in last month's summer 
season grand final, the young 
men look forward to defending 
thPi r title, the task made easier 
by the Wildcats' first team with-
drawing from the competit ion. 

Returing to Warrandyte after 
a prolonged absence is Damien 
Thwaites , who has been coach-
ing championship teams at 
Bulleen and Nunawad i ng. 
Thwaites al ready looks set to 
have the local U13A girl s on 
t rack to int rude on perenn ial 
finalists Eltham and Bulleen. 

The Redbac ks' jun ior pro-
gram is work ing well beyond 
expecta t ions, with a reco rd 
nine U9 boys teams entered for 
the 1999 season. II is a clear in-
dication of the club 's contin u-
ing growth and bodes well for 
the futu re aga ins t th e bac k-
ground of the new stadium at 
Ande r sons Creek Pr imar y 
School. 

The club's Mosquito Fleet pro-
gram re t urns next month . 

Work is well under way on Warrandyte Basketball Club 's new stadium 
at Andersons Creek Primary School. The stadium is expected to be in use 
from October ~nd this little girl can 't wait. 

These clinics are aimed at intro- 7640 or 041 8 995 663 un iform will debut, the familiar 
ducing bas ketball to children Warranclyte's I 999 Vic torian reel and white co lours prevai l-
aged between fou r and I 0, en- Junior Championship campaign ing, but in bolder style. 
abling them to exper ience the has a lso ju st beg un . Th e Th e girls teams wi ll experi-
spo rt be fore paren ts co mmit Redbacks have seven represen- ence th e biggest ch ange, 
them to play. tative teams in volved and ex- swi tching from their prim ary 

They will start on June 7 at the pec tations are high. whit e to th e boys ' imposing 
Do n vale Spor ts Com pl ex in From next season, l he cham- co lour scheme. 
Springvale Road, sessions run- pionships teams will carry a Enhan ci ng the Redbacks ' on-
ni11g from 4-5pm. For bookings, new look 0 11 tc, the court . Th e court look will be the NBA-style 
con tact Damian Arsenis on 9846 much-anbtidpatcd new playing warm-up top. 
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9844 3202 
THE BISTRO 

A GREAT PLACE to dine. r----- - ------7 
I THE PATRICK GARAGHTY ROOM I N\1-\Y-J u i'I E E i'rr E RI 1-\1 i'I N\ E i'rr Monday to Thursday- Selection of $7.95 meals. 

I A GREAT PLACE to party. I 
Upstairs perfect for your social occasion. I 
Ring Rochelle. Presen1 this voucher for I 

$100 bar tab/bookings. 
I May-June-July. Conditions apply. I 
L- - - --- - --- ~ .J 

THE TERRACE 
A GREAT PLACE to slip, slop, slap. 

PUBLIC BAR 
A GREAT PLACE to meet. 

En1ertainment· Sunday 5.30pm til late. 

Every Wednesday, Piano Bar with Lyn, pianist & singer, 1pm 
FRI 14: "Black Cat Bone" New Orleans Blues. Fabulous. 
SAT 15: Rich Boys. Acoustic Duo. Party, Donce, NEW. 
SAT 22: Willie Cann - King_o_f_th_e~p_ia_n_o_. _________ _ 
SUN 23: "Tribute to Elvis" Fundraiser for our CFA's. Supported by 
Radio Magic 693. Book. 
FRI 28: Nick Charles and friend - Rh hm & Blues. 
SAT 29: Stephanie & Mark -Piano and double bass, harmonies. 
Stunning. Book early. 
JUNE 

to classical. 

Every Wednesday: Piano Bar with Lyn, 7pm. 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - NEW! 
Dine with us between 5.30pm-7pm Fridays and Saturdays 

and receive 20% off your entire food bill. In and out by7pm, 
no gimmicks. no catches, just stream-lined service. 

WARRANDYTE SALOON 
OPEN FRIDAY-SATURDAY TILL LATE 

DRIVE IN SPECIAL: 
1.1.·, 11 ,r,, 1111,, B1tt,· 1 Cans S25 99 



By LEE TINDALE 
Warrandyte's dream start 
to the 1999 football sea-
son has turned into some-
thing of a nightmare for 
the selection committee. 

A crippling run or injuries has 
soured the heady atmosphere 
created by four straight wins 
and was a contributor to an 
eight-goal defeat by Knox on 
May 8 which toppled the 
Bloods from the top of the EFL 
Third Division ladder. 

"We have 10 or 12 senior play-
ers-many or them quality play-
ers-on the injured list and we 
just can't afford that," coach 
Lex Munro said after the home 
game against Knox. 

"It's very disappointing, but 
we've just got to get on with it. " 

"We were undermanned out 
there today," said Warrandyte 
Football Club president Jeff 
Evans . "Last year we had no 
major injuries until the finals . 
This year we're five rounds in 
and we've got heaps ." 

"We'll get all but one of the 
injured players back eventually, 
but until then we'll be relying 
heavily on reserves to keep us 
going." 

The injured include outstand-
ing youngster Liam Riley, who 
will miss several weeks with a 
broken arm. The other "walking 
wounded " include defenders 
Stewart Rough (knee), Christian 
Renfrey (hamstring) and Brett 
Yarwood (knee) and rover Jus-
tin Edwards (knee). 

Specialists have advised 
Yarwood not to play football 
again. 

In addition, rising young star 
Glen Carle has been laid low by 
the flu and classy midfielder 
Greg Pearce has been absent 
because of other commitments. 

Now the good news: 
Warrandyte have signed former 
Fitzroy AFL star Simon Hawk-
ing. 

The Bloods had been chasing 
26-year-old Hawking for some 
time and got his signature dur-
ing the Knox game. A tall , mo-
bile player, he was consistently 
among Fitzroy's best until the 
Lions' merger with Brisbane 
late in 1996. 

He went to Brisbane and last 
year to the Sydney Swans but 
did not play senior football with 
either. 

He should be a stand-out in 
this standard of comeptition. 

Juniors to 
host big 
night game 
Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club will break new ground on 
Friday, May 28, by hosting an 
interleague night game. 

It will be an under-lights first 
for the Yarra Junior Football 
League. who will meet their 
Waverley league counterparts 
in an Under-14s match . 

The game will start at seven 
o'clock, preceded by an exhibi-
tion match between the local 
Under-9 Tackers . 

"We ' re very excited about 
this, " said WJFC president 
Terry Pieper. "We are a very in-
novative club and I think it will 
make others take notice." 

Warrandyte are likely to be 
well represented in the Yarra 
team , with six players-Tony 
Urbanbo , Ben Tiggott, Tom 
Naughtin , Mike Morello, Daniel 
Mirabella and Hayden Wall-in 
the training squad. 

The club would be happy if 
three of them made it on the big 
night. 

The junior club play the last 
of their five grading rounds next 
Sunday (May 16). 

"Our season has started a 
little slowly," Pieper said, "but 
until the teams are graded after 
the next round we really won't 
know where we stand. 

The club will hold a cocktail 
karaoke night at the clubrooms 
on Saturday, June 19. 

oolofhard 
The May 8 game was billed as 

The Battle of the Unbeatens, 
Warrandyte having disposed of 
Wantirna South, Coldstream , 
Kilsyth and Templestowe at 
their first four 1999 outings and 
Knox having accounted for 
Doncaster East, the Southern 
Cobras, Mt Evelyn and South 
Cobras. 

Warrandyte's walking wounded 
lose a 'Battle of the Unbeaten' 

The visitors turned out to be 
a c lass act and the 48-point 
margin at the end perhaps flat-
tered Warrandyte, who could 
not match their guests' preci-
sion or power. 

A telling statistic was thot the 
Bloods managed just three be-
hinds in two quarters kicking to 
the supermarket end into a very 
light breeze. 

Knox gave notice that it was 
Ton~ King. The Bloods' best 
against Knox. 

I Don't forget the replay! I 
Warrandyte Football Club's 
next match, away to Doncaster 
East on May 15, will be video-
taped by the Eastern Football 
League media team and tele-
cast the following Saturday 
morning by Channel 31. 

The club will hold a cocktail 
night in the rooms after the 
Don<;aster East game. Tickets 

going to be a hard day at the 
office for the home side by nail-
ing the first two goals of the 
match , at three and seven min-
utes. 

lt was a physical opening, 
with effective kicks hard to 
come by. 

Dale Vitiritti put Warrandyte 
on the board with a miraculous 
snap after eight minutes and a 
superb passage of play by Chris 
Cornell, who somehow forced a 
passage through an enemy pack 
and passed to full-forward Chris 
Quinlan, produced our second 
two minutes later. 

Andrew Brown put the Bloods 
in front at 16 minutes and 
Quinlan missed a great oppor-
tunity to stretch the lead alter 
accepting a pinpoint pass from 
Brad Valentine 22 minutes in. 

Quinlan atoned two minutes 
later, but Knox responded im-
mediately to trail by just five 

at the door. 
Meanwhile, four Warrandyte 

players have been selected in 
the Under-18 interleague train-
ing squad. 

Ri'ck Templeton, Aidan 
Davey and Craig Dick join Liam 
Mulcahy, who was an auto-
matic selection as an inter-
league player last season. 

points-4 .1 to 3.2-at the first 
change. 

In the quarter-time huddle, 
coach Munro paid the opposi-
tion a compliment by asking his 
players for "a couple of goals' 
break" at half-time. Against 
lesser opposition he would 
have demanded something 
much bigger. 

But the second quarter was to 
be all Knox. Warrandyte could 
manage just one behind for the 
term (at the 19-minute mark) 
while the visitors helped them-
selves to 5.4, regaining the lead 
in the first minute and length-
ening it with goals at three, 
nine, 14 and 23 minutes . 

Warrandyte couldn't buy a 
goal. Their best opportunity 
came nine minutes in, but Knox 
snapped up the crumbs from a 
curiously disallowed mark in 
the Bloods forward line and 
rushed the ball downfield for a 

Chris Cornell. Happy ending to a clearance wrangle. 

Stewart Rough. Just one of 
many casualties. 

goal of thei r own . 
Knox were pretty awesome, 

running in numbers , creating 
loose men and not backward in 
going backwards to come for-
ward with the ball. 

Warrandyte, on the other 
hand , had acquired a penchant 
for picking out the opposition 
with their passes. 

It was a quarter best forgot-
ten . After all , we'd come from 
way behind to steamroll 
Templestowe in the third quar-
ter last week and we could do 
it again agaimnst this mob, 
couldn't we? 

Not quite, but it was certainly 
an improvement on what we'd 
just witnessed. 

Vitiritti raised hometown spir-
its with a long goal after three 
minutes, but the cheering was 
short-lived as Knox whipped 
the ball away from the resultant 
centre bounce for their ninth of 
the match. 

They were still playing in 
front , teaming well and tackling 
and spoiling very effectively. 

Cornell to Quinlan got one 
back for the Bloods at 10 min-
utes but rapid-fire Knox goals at 
JS and 16 minutes gave them a 
33-point lead . 

Still all was not lost. Young 
Liam Mulcahy put one through 
from a free 20 minutes in and 
when Cornell handpassed to 
Mack Clarkson in a goalfront 
struggle right on the siren, it 
was an 18-point ball game. 

By LEE TINDALE 
Warrandyte Football Club 

fought hard for the services of 
one of their "sons"-outstand-
ing centreman/half-forward 
Chris Cornell-and they're 
mighty glad they did. 

Cornell, 22, played all his 
junior football here but was 
the subject of a pre-season 
clearance wrangle with 
Hurst bridge. . 

He missed the first two 
games of the season but has 
starred in three appearances 
since, alongside other recruits 
Josh Eastaugh, a ruckman ac-
quired from University Blues, 
and forward David Bien, who 
came to the Bloods from the 
Bellarine league. 

The best of Chris Cornell this 
season may be yet to come. He 
says he's not yet fully fit. 

Warrandyte took Hurst-
bridge's clearance refusal to 
appeal and secured Cornell's 
services when the Diamond 
Valley Football League club 
did not lodge a cash depo ii 
and the necessary paperwork 
with the Victorian Metropoli-
tan Football League by the pre-
scribed deadline. 

"I'm very happy at 
Warrandyte," Cornell told the 
Diary. 

Liam Riley (left) and Brett Yarwood, who has been warned 
off football for life. 

Munro called on his players 
for the supreme effort, but the 
supermarket end was to be our 
burial ground. 

Knox goaled at two, five, six, 
10 and 19 minutes in an exhibi-
tion of their premiership poten-
tially. Warrandyte struggled 
against the tide for just two be-
hinds. 

Final score was 16.9 (I 05) to 
8.9 (57) . 

The Bloods' goalkickers were 
Quinlan 3, Vitiritti 2, Brown , 
Mulcahy and Clarkson . Their 
best were Tony King, Cornell , 
John O'Brien and David Bien . 

The Reserves , drained by in-
juries of their own and by pro-

"I played over 100 games of 
junior football , from Under-
10s to Under-16s, here and 1 
went to Hurstbridge In 1994 
only because Warrandyte 
dido 't field an Under-18s team 
that year. 

" I played one season of Un-
der-17s and one season of se-
nior football with Hurstbridge 
then two seasons (1996-97) 
with the Preston Knights in the 
VFL. 

"Last year I played the first 
six games for Hurstbridge be-
fore going overseas. They 
were happy for me to play 
whatever games I could before 
going." 

Cornell said he trained pre-
season this time with Warran-
dyte, Hurstbridge and Greens-
borough, another Diamond 
Valley club, on the understand-
ing that he had not yet decided 
to which club he was going. 

"Each club was happy that 1 
trained on this basis," he said. 
"After having several meetings 
with both Warrandyte and 
Hurstbridge, I decided to play 
for Warrandyte. 

"As I said, I'm very happy 
here. I grew up In W rrandyte 
and I'm living at Eltham with 
two teammates, Matt Chapman 
and Andrew Jarvis." 

viding players to bolster the 
senior side , were a rough 
chance when they trailed Knox 
by 20 points at the last change 
but were then overrun. 

Their numbers included Un-
der-18s who had played the pre-
vious night. 

Final score was 21.10 (136) to 
l l.9 (75) and their best Jarrod 
O'Connor, Terry Ryan and Rob 
Ryan . 

The Under-18s failed to capit-
alise on early opportunities and 
went down 10.8 (68) to 4.6 (30). 
their best being Shaun Irvine, 
Aidan Davey, Rick Templeton , 
Harvey Brown. Richard England 
and James Riley. 



Considering Selling? 
Make the most of 

your move ... call the 
Warrandyte professionals 

3 bedroom cottage on 1/2 acre $175,000 3 bedroom open plan on 1/2 acre $195 ,000 AUCTION 
5/5 l lam-$100,000+ 

4 level on. 1 acre 
AUCTION Two storey mud brick on 1/2 acre 

29/5 l lam- $200,000+ 

4 bedroom on l acre 

$249,000 Split level contemporary 
River frontage 

AUCTION 
5/6 1pm 


