
GOLDflELDS 
PLAZA 

The razor's edge: Sweeney Todd (Drew Hanna) and Mrs Lovett 
(Natasha Simpson) plot their grisly plan to provide free meat for Mrs 
Lovell's pie shop in Warrandyte High School's latest musical production. 
Review and more pies: Page 12. (Picture by Greg Ruthven) 
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Fires: 
'safe 
house' 
plan 

By CLIFF GREEN 
Warrandyte CFA are consider-
ing a new strategy of neigh-
bourhood "safe houses" to re-
duce the dangers of last-minute 
evacuation during a bushfire. 

This follows a realisation that many 
locals are hesitant to accept the idea 
that they should leave their homes 
early on days ol high fire risk . The Di-
ary understands this is the first time 
such a proposal has been promoted. 

CFA community facilitator Jeff Adair 
believes many people !ind leaving their 
homes early in the morning ol every 
high-risk day difficult or inconvenient. 

"They may work at home or have 
family responsibities , such as small 
children or pets. The effort of leaving 
the house all day, when ii is hot and 
windy, may be too dillicult," he said. 

Is there such a place as a -sale 
house" during a bushfire? 

Jell Adair believes that careful prepa-
ration and suitable equipment, along 
with a clear understanding of what to 
expect and how to behave contribute 
significantly to making homes safer 

"I emphasise the word 'safer·. All 
homes, regardless of their type or 
structure, are vulnerable to lire. How-
ever, the level of vulnerability can be 
greatly reduced. 

"Understandably, many people fear 
the unknown. They are reluctant to 
leave their homes to the vagaries of 
weather and lire conditions. They are 
hesitant about relinquishing their own 
responsibility and depending upon 
neighbours and the lire brigade to be 
able to defend an 'abandoned' house." 

The concept ol "sale houses" during 
a bushfire is somewhat controversial. 
Previously, the CFA has emphasised 
two alternatives: stay and defend or 
leave early. 

"Staying in the area. leaving your 
house to go to a safer property nearby. 
should be considered a viable third 
alternative," Jell Adair said. 

The steps leading to this alternative 
need to be developed on several 
Iron ts . 

"Community Fireguard groups are 
well equipped to identify 'saler· houses 
in their area and to develop 
neighbourhood lire plans, working out 
how people whose houses are more at 
risk can find sanctuary nearby." 

But less formal processes can be 
used to reach the same outcome. 

"Neighbours can talk across the 
fence to neighbours. well in advance, 
ollering potential shelter and protec-
tion to those who are not as well pre-
pared because ol age, disability or lam-
ily situation. They may be simply over-
whelmed by possible danger or by the 
enormity ol the task. 

··People with better prepared prop-
erties may need to take a hard look at 
their neighbours, evaluate their true 
situation, then discuss with them a vi-
able alternative to late, panic-driven 
!light. They could oller their own 
house as a 'sale haven' . 

" hyness, reluctance to see their own 
house as unsafe, !ear of intruding upon 
others and 'over-staying their wel-
come· could all contribute to people's 
caution in approaching their better-
prepared neighbours. 

"This places the onus squarely on 
those in saler circumstances to initiate 
dialogue.· 

How sale is your home or your 
neighbour's property? What criteria 
should be applied when determining 
whether a house 1s sale? 

" Identifying a saler home is not a hit-
or-miss affair." Jell Adair said "There 
are clear guidelines which can be ap-
plied regardless ol the house type or 
location of the property Local lire bri-
gades are well qualified to evaluate 
properties to determine their su1tabli-
ity as 'li re-safer" homes • 

• The Warrandyte CFA cammunt()· fa-
c1/itator can be contacted-for property 
evaluat1011s and Fireguard informa-
tion-on 9844 33,5 or 0-119 7i 5,4, 
week days and evenings. 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS 

I','\ ABOUT TO CHECK our 
YOUR. HOUSE AS A SAFE HAVEN. 7a,u,1, Pa 

THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS 
25kg of PET MINCE ... $20.00 

25Kg whole or diced BEEF ... $30.00 
FREE DELIVERY 
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Established 1958 

RESTAURANT 
Lunch, Morning and Afternoon Tea served 7 days 

Dinner served Friday & Saturday 
SEASONAL LUNCH SPECIAL 

A delicious choice menu. including a glass of selected wine 
for only $19.95 2-course or $25.50 3-course (available Mon-Sat) 

Saturday Dinner features entertainment 
from our resident band "Jazz Spectrum" 

Chnstmas function & group enquiries welcome. Ph 9844 2270 

GALLERY 
A diverse range of Australian made items including ceramics, 
functlonal pottery, woodcraft, glassware, paintings and more. 
Open daily from 1 Oam to 5pm. For details phone 9844 3078. 

POTTERY SCHOOL 
New classes & tutors in hand building, sculpting, throwing, 

glazing, raku & kids classes. Phone Ola on 9844 2333 (Tue-Fnl 

321 UMPING CREEK ROAD, W ARRANDYTE. 3 113 
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small 
local newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, 
it has retained its strong community character, being 
produced by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its 
community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its non-profit, non-commercial status and its independent 
voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the 
people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
Its monthly circulation is 3700 copies and it is available in 
Warrandyte. North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

A SPECIAL PLACE 
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) Is situated on 
the Yarra River, some 35km from Melbourne. The site of 
the first off1c1al gold discovery In Victoria-in 1851-it 
soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining 
comMunity set In a beautiful nver valley. Around 1900 the 
rnIners. orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a 
number of young painters who were founding the Austra-
lian nationalist arts tradrtion. Although now a commuter 
suburb of Melbourne. the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been 
largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true 
expression of that sp1nt. 

Danny's best and fairest 
and most honest as well 

Danny Weatherley is a 
clean-cut young local 
bloke who tries his 
heart out every winter 

Saturday for Warrandyte looty 
club's reserves and deserves 
every ounce of recognition he 
gets. To "clean cut" add "hon-
est"-but just how honest we 
maybe didn't fully appreciate 
until the Bloods' 1999 vote 
count upstairs at the Grand 
Hotel on October 3. Danny fig-
ured in a triple dead-heat with 
Adam Barwick and James Lo-
gan last year for the reserves 
best and fairest award and got 
across the line this time by just 
one vote from Terry Ryan. Pre-
sented with his trophy, he made 
a nice speech and modestly ac-
cepted the plaudits of the 
crowd. Then a few minutes late.r 
we noticed him in a huddle with 
club president Jeff Evans, sec-
retary Noddy Ireland and his 
coach, Chris Barnes . An an-
nouncement followed : Danny 
had pointed out that on study-
ing the votes he'd found he'd 
been given one for a game he 
hadn ' t even played! Oh dear. 
Th e count result was duly 
amended to make it a 
Weatherley-Ryan tie and his 
coach paid tribute to Danny's 
cha racter. Nice going, young 
fella, and may you complete a 
hat-trick of B&Fs-shared or 
otherwise-in 2000. 

Noddy, who'd input 
the votes, took full re-
sponsibili ty for the hic-
cup. Come to think of 

it, he didn't really. Amid good-
natured expressions of derision 
he blamed his wheezing old 
computer. Hang about! Late 
news flash. At moment of writ-
ing the looty club had just ar-
rived at urlers on their end-of-
premiership-season trip and 
Noddy was already wearing a 
black eye. St ill , anyone can walk 
into door, can't they? 

Gus McLa ren gets al-
most as much expo-
sure in this column as 
our old favourite Neil 

Dusting, who is either lying low 
or has bought off Smokey's in-
lormants . Gus and long-time 
partner Denise Farran are just 
back from a camp-in-the-van 
trip to Griffith and on departure 
morning in a caravan park there 
our hero ca me back from the 
showers complaining that he 
cou ldn't find his hairbrush. An 
exhaustive search of the van 
and its contents ensued. No 
hairbrush. Tetchy Gus. Then, as 
he climbed into the van and sat 

IN RED & WHITE 

Danny Weatherley is flanked by Terry Ryan (left) and 
Ashley Grybas after the Reserves vote count. That was 
before a slight discrepancy was discovered. 

down for the first time in more 
than an hour, he sat on some-
thing prickly. His hairbrush. In 
his pocket. 

Ah , Smokey, you've 
done it again! Made 
someone famous , we 
mean. We told last time 

how, much to the disgust of 
hubby David (aka Bunter), 
Debbie McLean , of The Boule-
vard, North Warrandyte, ar-
rived home a couple of years 
ago with a cute little Maltese 
terrier cross named Chloe, who 
very quickly won over the lord 
of the manor and has slept be-
side his pillow ever since. Well, 
when Debbie fronted at the poll-
ing booth on state election day 
last month, gave her name and 
address and the woman man-
ning the electoral roll said: "Oh, 
you're the dog lady!" See, some-
one reads this column! 

The gloves are off in the 
war on Warrandyte's 
wascally wabbits . 
Parks Victoria, our two 

councils and the Department of 
Natural Resources and the En-
vironment have got together to 
educate us in rabbit extermina-
tion. So ii you ' re one of the 
many victims of our current 
plague, gel yourself along to 
Stiggants Reserve at 10am on 
Saturday, October 30, and learn 
all about ripping and harbour 
destruction, fumigation, bait-
ing, rabbit-proof fencing , weed 
control and a whole lot more. 
Let 's put Bugs Bunny and his 
buddies back where they be-
long, which is in a casserole. 

Our o ld mate Alan 
"Coatsy" Koetsveld 
made some veiled 
threat of violence un-

less we gave his car- r acing 

buddy Darryl Spears a mention 
here-and who are we to take 
on such a fearsome physical 
specimen? Anyhow, Darryl , 38, 
a long- t ime Warrandyte boy 
now liv ing at Croydon, did very 
ni cely, thank you very much, at 
the Auscar weekend at Bathurst 
early th is month . Inspired, no 
doubt, by the vocal support of 
Coa t sy and Al an "Sc r u ffy " 
Edhouse, he drove his Commo-
dore into eighth place out of 23 
over all and was th i rd in his 
class. Onyer, Darryl. So there, 
we've done it, Coatsy. Now go 
away. 

And Lee Tindale, our 
. sport ing editor, says 

no thanks at all to the 
people who addressed 

a brochure to the Diary offi ce 
to Ms L. Tindale. To which ad-
vertisin g/accounts manager 
Rae Danks couldn ' t resist ap-
pending: "And very pretty she 
is too!" 

It's a very big welcome 
aboa rd t o our new 
cri cket writer, Adam 
Wh i te. Adam will be 

reporting Warrandy te's for-
tunes from the very heart of the 
action-he's a talented all -
rounder with the Bushrangers' 
first eleven . He's also a reporter 
with Radio Sport 927 and he 
joins us this issue on Page 19. 

And something special 
available (for the usual 
modest donation) this 
month from the 

Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park nursery at Pound Bend Is 
the leek li l y (Bulbine 
semibarbata) , a rare plant dis-
covered in the park only a few 
years ago. It 's a bright yellow 
spike of flowers out of a tuft of 
green leaves and defini t ely 
something with which to im-
press your visitors from the in-
n er suburbs. Also ready for 
planting now (among a lot of 
other good native stuff) are a 
couple of beaut wattles-the 
gold dust (Acacia acinacea) and 
the hop (Acacia stricta). Give 
Cathy Willis a call on 0418 
142297. 

Smokey 
Joe 

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH 
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By CLINTON GRYBAS 

School holiday boredom 
is believed to have been 
responsible for a series 
of vandal attacks on 
Warrandyte Community 
Centre and Andersons 
Creek Primary School 
late last month. 

While the community cent re 
was hardest hit, the damage bill 
at the primary school topped 
$2000. 

Few areas of the centre were 
spared. Inside the foyer the fire 
hose was used to create a mini-
flood, damaging carpets in sev-
eral olfices. The web point com-
puter kiosk was stolen and at-
tempts were made to set lire to 
a noticeboard in various alter-
dark attacks. 

In the grounds outside the 
centre, downpipes, lights and 
bins were destroyed, the under-
ground sprinkler system was 
uprooted, grafitti was sprayed 
on walls, clothes left for the 
opportunity shop were strewn 
over trel's, while furniture was 
smashed. 

Empty alcohol cans and sy-
ringes were found in the garden 
nearby. 

Centre manager Norm Tillack 
said he is frustrated by the at-
tacks. "It's annoying, damn an-
noying. We are suffering a spate 
of damage at the moment. The 
attempted fire is the main con-
cern. The kids are going to leave 
their mark and we are going to 
be left without a centre." 

The continued occupation of 
space on the first floor or the 
centre by Warrandyte Youth 
Services could be in doubt fol-
lowing the extensive damage 
and recent complaints about 

poor behaviour. 
"There is a bit of feeling be-

tween some of the residents of 
the cent re and the youth ser-
vices, but we are trying to cool 
that down . The management 
there are trying to make the 
kids responsible for what hap-
pens in the centre ," Mr Tillack 
said. "It's a delicate situation at 
the moment." 

Sergeant Keith Walker or 
Warrandyte police said it would 
be disappointing if the young 
people were forced out or the 
centre. 

"I would hate to see that be-
cause it's only a very small mi-
nority of those that attend 
youth services that are creating 
the problems ," he said. "But 
we're not certain it is kids, or 
perhaps it's not those using the 
youth centre." 

,rike 

"Parents 
have to look 
at their kids 
and ask 
them what 
they are 
getting up 
t " o ... 

-Sgt Keith 
Walker 

He said there are enough en-
tertainment options for local 
young people without them 
having to resort to being "de-
structive" to have fun . "They 
can get their parents, friends or 
public transport to take them to 
venues within the municipality. 
The community centre, with the 
youth club, has access to the 
bus provided by Manningham 
Youth and Family Services to 
take them to venues outside the 
area, so there are a lot of people 
trying to work for the kids ." 

Sergeant Walker, a member of 
youth services sub-committee 
and Manningham Youth and 
Family Services, repeated his 
plea for parents to take a closer 
interest in children's activities. 

"The parents have to look at 
their kids and ask them what 
they are getting up to and get 

Involved with them. I would like 
to see the parents come down 
to the youth centre and help 
out as volunteers or look at 
what facilities are being offered 
the kids. 

"I'm bitterly disappointed the 
kids are being destructive and 
damaging community re-
sources." 

Several groups at the centre 
have installed their own secu-
rity alarm systems and have 
had valuable equipment en-
graved. 

Mr Tillack said a new security 
plan, perhaps including secu-
rity cameras , is being consid-
ered . "I've got a plan for these-
curity of the place, which I will 
put to the committee," he said. 
But cost is a major problem . 
"Something has got to give. We 
can't afford to repair everything 
that is damaged . 

Glenys Riches manages the 
opportunity shop at the centre. 
She says she is regularly forced 
into clean-up duties . "Every 
weekend I come here thinking, 
what 's going to happen today." 

At Andersons Creek Primary 
School a $ 1500 sunshade cov-
ering a long jump pit was de-
stroyed, while clothing hooks 
valued at more than $500 were 
also damaged during the holi-
days. 

Sergeant Walker said 
Warrandyte people "take a 
great interest in what's going on 
in the community. That would 
be why this damage is so poorly 
viewed, because we do take 
pride in our community. 

"If parents become aware that 
their kids are involved in this 
kind of damage, I would like to 
know about it. I don't think it 's 
right for members of the com-
munity to pay for damage 
caused by their kids ." 

Hopefully, they 'll soon have a ramp of their own 

Skatepark for 
Rec Reserve? 

By CLINTON GRYBAS 
Warrandyte Reserve could be 
home to a skateboard faclllty 
lf tbe local community can con-
trl bute half the estimated 
$65,000 It will cost to build. 

Manningham mayor Lionel 
Allemand bas written to local 
community groups Inviting 
them to attend a meeting on 
Ocotber 14 to discuss funding 
for the proposed facility. 

"It ls necessary for council to 
meet with the Warrandyte 
community to discuss tbe pro-
cess so far and to determine 
what is required to keep the 
project progressio~," Cr 
Allemand wrote. "One issue lo 
be explored is the capacity for 
the Warrandyte community to 
raise matching funds." 

At council's June 29 meeting 
it was noted that should a lo-
cal site become available 
"Warrandyte Lions and Rotary 
clubs and the Warraodyte 
community are prepared to 
work with council to raise 

matching funds needed to 
have a small facility built in 
Warrandyte slx months after 
tbe site becomes available." 

A review of several potential 
local sites, Including the old 
dairy In Yarra Street, has led 
to the recommendation that 
Warraodyte Reserve is the 
best option. The cost has been 
put at approximately 65,000. 
This means S32,500 has to be 
found locally for the project to 
be given tbe green light. 

"We're over the moon that 
something Is actually happen-
ing," police sergeant Keith 
Walker sald. "It's through a lot 
of hard effort by tbe sub-com-
mittee that Is working on thls. 
Obviously the local council-
lors have put in a great effort 
to get it to this stage. The 
project bas stagnated for a 
number of years." 

The meeting, on Thursday, 
October 14, will be held at the 
Warraodyte Senior Citizens 
Centre from 5.30pm. 

Two more restaurants in town 
By RACHEL BAKER 

Local residents could find themselves 
sipping more cale lattes and nibbling 
more focaccias, with two more eating 
places on the way. 

An Italian-style restaurant, Pizza In 
Piazza, has been approved for the 
Golden Gate building on Melbourne 
Hill Road and a cale has been proposed 
for the old butcher shop on Yarra 
Street in the village. 

The proposal for the butcher shop, 
which Is now trading as Riveresque 
curtains and blinds , requires exten-
sions at the rear ol the heritage-listed 
building, including a second storey, 
housing lour ollice spaces and a 40-
seat cafe. The curtain shop will remain. 

Businesses in the area objected to 
the Golden Gate development, claim-
ing parking was Inadequate, challeng-
ing Mannlngham council's decision to 

approve the permit. The Victorian Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
upheld the approval on October I. The 
developer is now free to operate a I 00-
seat restaurant in the building. 

The application for a cale at the old 
butcher shop has been advertised and 
council has received objections lrom 
Warrandyte Awareness Group 0NAG), 
Warrandyte Historical Society, busi-
nesses in the area and residents . 

Most covered the heritage value of 
the 100-year old building, as well as 
concerns about parking. WAG's sub-
mission included concerns about 
signage and street lighting. Mr Fritz 
Uhl , owner of the property, believes 
his a lterations-which would include 
landscaping the outside eating area 
and exterior lights-would Improve 
the building. 

WAG also expressed concerns over 
the abundance of tourist-based eating 

venues in Warrandyte. There are two 
along the village strip, as well as the 
hotel. But Mr Uhl believes his care will 
have distinctive appeal because it will 
have an outdoor eating area. 

Manningham council has asked its 
heritage consultant , architect Richard 
Peterson , to decide if the proposal 
threatens the value of the building. 

Mr Peterson explained that the main 
heritage concerns were making sure 
the extension was visibly separate 
from the old shop and did not over-
whelm the old shop, and that the 
shingle roof (which is currently cov-
ered with iron) was protected. He be-
lieves the proposal does not threaten 
the heritage value ol the shop, which 
is regarded as a significant part of 
Warrandyte's history. 

The first section ol the shop was 
transported to Warrandyte from Kan-
garoo Ground around 1901 , with the 

second hall built later. The Sloan fam-
ily ran a butchery on the s ite fo r 
around 80 years . 

"This building is very important fo r 
Warrandyte and for the whol e of 
Manningham ," Mr Peterson said . "But 
to make the shop viabl e, it has to be 
extended." 

The proposal includes six carpa rking 
spaces , accessed by the service road 
ort Webb Street. 

Mr Uhl said he wants to preserve the 
historic value of the building. The ad-
dition will be reached by way of a side 
path on the eastern side of the build-
ing. 

Mrs Janelle Wareham, who operates 
the curtain shop in the building, said 
the cale should be good for her busi-
ness. "It should attract more local 
people and visitors," she said. 

The original application from Pizza 
In Piazza was for a 150-seat restaurant , 

but there were concerns that the live 
ca r spaces in front of the building 
wo uld be inadequate. CAT found that 
other parking in the area would supple-
ment this and be suflicien t lor a 100-
seat restaurant. 

Objectors to Pizza In Piazza claimed 
tralfic in Coli n Avenue was al ready 
congest ed du ring evenings. t ha t it 
would increase when the new sports 
stadium was operating and tha t the 
intersection on Colin Avenue, ol the 
new roadway bei ng c onstruc ted 
through Goldlields Plaza, could prove 
dangerous . The VCAT dism issed all 
these claims. 

With regard lo the butcher shop cale. 
Manningham council will consider all 
objections and the herita ge 
consultant's report and deci d e 
whether to issue a permit. The appli-
cant or objectors can appeal this de-
cision at the VCAT. 

PETER GARDINER LL.B 
BARRISTER f:/ SOLICITOR I STOP SUFFERING I CONVEYANCING 

For Legal Work including: 
• Property Conveyancing 
• Family Law 
• Court Representation 
• Wills and Estates 
• Sale of Business 

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue 
(Cnr. Melbourne Hill Road) 
West End, Warrandyte 

Ph: 
A.H. 
Fax: 

9844 1111 
9844 1192 
9844 1792 

Time for a change? 
Live your life free of Anxiety? Fear? Depression? 

Low Self Esteem? Guilt? Anger? Eating Disorders? 

Resolve the original cause and eliminate the problem. 
Only three sessions needed. 

Ring Kathie Bishop on 9844 2322 

$ 3 5 0 (plus disbursements) 

handled personally by 

SOLICITOR 
GERALDINE M.T. RUSH !I.A.LLB. 

NOW AT 167 YARRA STREET. WARRANDYTE 
ALL OTHER LEGAL MATTERS ALSO AT REASONABLE RATES 

PHONE 9844 4646 - ALL HOURS 
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COLOR COPYING 
from 99¢ 
Digital printing 
from Mac or IBM: 
• floppy • CD 
• z"p • email 

The Ink Spot Instant Printing 
Factory 2, 34 Coolstore Road, Croydon 

Email: inkspot@bigpond.com 

ff 9725 6699 
WARRANDYTE 

VETERINARY CLINIC 
Mon-Fn: 9.30-1 lam & 4pm-6.30pm 

arurday: 9.JOam-1 Z noon 

We carry a full 
pet product range 

Catering for all small animals, 
exotics and wildlife. 

Dr Derek J. Fairley (B.V.Sc.) 
L,\T Cnr Melbourne H ill Hough ton Rd , Warrandyte 

Consu ltation by Appointment-Phone 9844 3071 

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS 
••• SHOP LOCALLY 

l*.-Cate,ing? 
Call the 
Culina,y 
Wiza,d 
9844 32~9 

·-------· I TIMBER STAINING I 
I MUDBRICK & CEMENT I 
: * Rendering 11 * Repairs 
I * Colour Matching I 
I * Waterproofing I 
I I 
I Ring MICHAEL I 
1 on 9712 0436 1 

·-------· 
VICTORIAN 

SCREEN DOORS 
Quality 

Reproduction 
Joinery 

Doors & M antelpieces 
lnserts and Renovation 

Components 

Telephone 

9719 7484 

Superbly Positioned 
0 AROUND 1/2 ACRE of landscaped gardens, this appealing 

property has much to offer. Open plan living/dining, 3 good 
bed room PLUS a study , wide shady verandah , good ca r 
accommodation and provision for workshop/ storage ... 

IN PECTION SURE TO IMPRESS 
Suit buyers to 

around mid $200s 

163 Y ARRA STREET WARRANDYTE 3113 

GLENN MAR'flN 
98443535 

98441511 JOHN SPENCER 
9844 2593 

Some locals are 
bushfire-ready 
I was shocked at the article 
headlined "Locals Ill-
Prepared for Flre Emer-
gency" {9/99) because It 
showed only one side of the 
picture. Perhaps It could 
more accurately be titled 
" OME Locals Ill-Prepared" . 

Recently we've moved 
from North Warrandyte 
where we had a very active 
Community Flre Guard 
group with a knowledge-
able and supportive CFG 
facilitator-Nan Oates. We 
had so many households 
"fired up" about how much 
we learned and how much 
better prepared we were to 
stay and fight fire safely, 
that we eventually had to 
create three CFG groups 
from our one. 

HH+Oti. 
Your article has stimu-

lated me to join a CFG 
group on this side of the 
river and also to request 
that the Diary print some 
success stories which 
illustrate how CFG has 
trained people to defend 
their homes safely. This 
wlll, I hope, encourage 
more locals to take up Jeff 
Adair's offer and call him 
or the CFG (9735 0511) to 
join a CFG group. 

Joy Dahl 
Pound Road 

Football ground 
lights 'confuse' 
In August we read that the 
lights at the Warrandyte re-
serve have "been hailed as a 
great success" and are used 
each week night for training. 
This is excellent news for the 
sportsmen and women of the 
Warrandyte area. 

However, I am not sure that 
everyone else would agree. 
The lighting produces consid-
erable light pollution in a dis-
trict largely free or obtrusive 
light sources. For those driv-
ing down the Research Road 
in the evening the lights are 
easily con fused with oncom-
ing headlights, and this is at a 
distance of several kilometres. 
The sky around the reserve lit-
er ally glows on training 

nights. I hate to think what 
their close neighbours think. 

I understand that lull cut--0II 
lights would have substan-
tially reduced this light pollu-
tion ii they had been specified 
in the first place. 

Th ese lights would have 
only directed light onto the 
ground where it is needed and 
not into the sky and not to-
wards their near and distant 
neighbours . 

Maybe the c lub manage-
ment could consider modify-
ing the li ghts with cut-off 
screens when they are next 
due for maintenance. 

Andrew Yen 
North Warrandyte 
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Wonnie Branch 

Wonnie's 
wonderful 
birthday 
More than 90 cards and a moun-
tain of flowers arrived for long-
time Warrandyte resident Flo-
rence "Wonnie" Branch as she 
ce lebra ted her 90th birthday 
last month . 

The senior citizens club was 
crowded as 100 or her family, 
fri ends and neighbours gath-
ered to thank her for her life-
long kindnesses and generosity. 

The club's singers and musi-
cians ensured the afternoon 
was a success while the efforts 
of Jackie Law and family meant 
everyone was well catered for. 

Wonnie's association with 
Warrandyte began as a week-
end visitor. Enchanted by the 
town she and her late husband 
Will built a house on Pigtail Hill 
soon alter the end of the Sec-
ond World War. They developed 
a beautiful park-like garden 
over the years . This was de-
scribed as a "magical place" by 
both children and adults . 

Illness last year meant Wonnie 
and her black poodle Pippy had 
to leave their Warrandyte home 
and take up accommodation at 
the Manningham Centre in 
Doncaster. But last month's cel-
ebrations proved that she cer-
tainly hasn't been forgotten in 
this town . 

SHOPPINGTOWN 
Entertainment and Function Complex 

JAMES REYNE 
October 29 

Dinner & Show / Show Only 

13-21 Williamsons Road 
DONCASTER 
www.shoppingtownhotecom 

JACKIE TRENT 
N &BAND 

Dinner :~~lnber S 
ow I Show Only 

THE AUSTRALIAN 
SHOW BAND 

Sunday November 7 
& Decembers 

2.30-5.30pm Show Only 

Phone 
9848 6811 



Ring road route? 
By FIA CLENDINNEN 

A VicRoads map showing a 
route for the "missing link" has 
again ignited debate over the 
controversial ring road. The 
map indicates the route for the 
six-lane ring freeway cou ld go 
right through the Yarra Valley 
Green Wedge. 

The alleged route follows the 
Mullum Mullum Creek from 
Ringwood to Warrandyte, with 
an interchange at Warrandyte 
Road near the existing Crystal 
Brook Caravan Park, before 
crossing the Yarra River and 
heading west into Eltham. 

Local MP Phil Honeywood , 
whilst questioning the value of 
the map, told the Diary that he 
"would not stand by and permit 
such a scenario to develop". 

ARRO spokesperson Geoff 
Speedy described the map as 
"very important". He said that 
VicRoads denied that any plan-
ning was being done on the ring 
road but " the existence of a re-
cently released map shows that 
they do have plans". 

VicRoads originally gave the 
map to a student at Melbourne 
University who requested infor-
mation for his PhD on air pollu-
tion. The student, from Thai-
land, was unaware of the signifi-
cance of the map and revealed 
it while presenting a seminar on 
his thesis. Dr Paul Mees , presi-
dent of th e Public Traosport 
Users' Association (PTUA) as 
well as lecturer in transport 
planning at Melbourne Univer-
sity, happened to be in the au-
dience. He said he sat "bolt up-
right" when the map came up 
on the proj ector screen and 
later obtained a copy for re-
lease to the media. 

Mullum Mui/um Creek bridge crossing Warrandyte Road: is this the spot for a freeway? 
(Picture by Jan Tindale) 

Dr Mees said that for years 
VicRoads have maintained that 
no investigations are being car-
ried out into the ring road but 
the map was proof the opposite 
was true. He described it as "a 
smoking gun". 

Dark said that although th e 
Eastern Ring Road was consid-
ered to be a "necessary" future 
addition, the map was , "a 'what 
ii' scenario, and is just one of 
the many hundreds that 
VicRoads produces when plan-
ning the future ol Melbourne's 
road network". 

"If VicRoads are planning to 
put freeways through people's 
houses, people are entitled to 
know what their plans are, even 
ii they are one of many," he said. 

Nillumbik mayor, Bill Penrose, 
said it was clear VicRoads was 
considering possible options 
for the ring road. But he also 
said this was inevitable, given 
that there had been no decision 
made to abandon the proposal. 

But VicRoads spokeswoman 
Melissa Dark played down the 
map's signifi cance. 

In a prepared statement Ms 

Mr Speedy said the map had 
caused a lot of uncertainty in 
the community and Vic Roads ' 
response was not good enough. "Oh yes, (VicRoads) have ob-

Subdivision still possible 
The applicants for a permit to subdivide 
land on the corner of Yarra Street and 
Cemetery Road have continued lo make 
new submissions to Manningham council to 
satisfy council's concerns about drainage of 
the site, road construction and traffic, and 
vegetation. 

The applicants originally sought to have a 
seven-block subdivision of the land 
approved, but this was not accepted by 
council because of the layout and density of 
lots, vegetation, land topography, drainage, 
the street construction standard of Cem-
etery Road and the development pattern in 
the area. 

Council's planning staff are examining 
amended designs of the drainage easement 
of the land and improvements lo Cemetery 

Road, as well as other Issues. But no new 
plan of the subdivision has been formally 
lodged with council. 

If a new plan is lodged, the objectors to 
the original proposal will be notified and 
have the opportunity of making submissions 
on the amended plans. 

A large number of objections to the 
oril{inal plan were received by council from 
resldenls in Cemetery Road and Yarra 
Street, as well as surrounding streets. They 
are concerned about a major, unwanted 
change in their residential amenity if seven 
houses of unknown height and size were 
built on the land at the expense of the loss 
of many mature gwn trees. 

DAVID WYMAN 

SQ - ! By SYD & ONA 
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viously still got (the ring road) 
on their books. I'd say VicRoads 
would be wrong to not continue 
planning it, because they have 
never been told to stop. As bu-
reaucrats, their job is to pro-
vide their masters with all the 
technical information." 

Cr Penrose said it would be a 
"hell of a fight " to build the ring 
road through Warrandyte and 
Eltham because he believed the 
majority of the community were 
against it. 

But Warrandyte MP Phil 
Honeywood rejected claims 
that the ring road was an issue 
and stressed that local resi-
dents had no reason to be con-
cerned. He said the state gov-
ernment had no funds to con-
struct such a road, and in any 
case there were doubts it was 
needed. 

Mr Honeywood also said he 
was not surprised that a map 
showing a proposed route for 
the ring road "made headlines 
just prior to the slate election". 
He said he had been involved 
in four election campaigns and 
each time the ring road had sur-
faced in the final week. 

"Either the PTUA or some 
concerned member of the com-
munity seems to discover ad~ 
finitive dotted line on each and 
every occasion," he said . 

He pointed out that should 
any definite route for the ring 
road emerge, his position as a 
cabinet minister meant he was 
"well placed to serve as a lore~ 
ful advocate on behalf of the 
local community" . 

Mr Honeywood said, "hope-
fully, after 11 years as the local 
state MP my credentials on pro-
tecting our unique bushland 
lilestyle would make it clear I 
would not stand by and permit 
such a scenario to develop". 

With the unexpected result of 
last month's state election and 
the uncertainty over which of 
the major political parties will 
be form ing government , the Di-
ary decided it was timely to ask 
the Labor Party for a policy 
statement on the ring road . 

Four years ago John Brumby, 
then leader of the opposition , 
stated: "Labo r's opposition to 
the Eastern Ring Road is un-
equivocal. The proposal would 
destroy the unique environ-
ment and lifestyle that has at-
tracted people to this area" 

Peter Bat chelor, shadow min-
ister for transport, said the 
ALP's position was unchanged. 

"The ring road is not an issue 
as far as we are concerned We 
haven't got a proposal· 

... Look out for 
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ClubFullife 

a whole new concept of benefits 
coming soon 

at the launch of the new 
WARRANDYTEPHARMACY 

* fullife 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CHEMIST 

Goldfields Plaza, Shop 8, 402-406 Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 
Telephone 9844 3463 • Proprietors: Bnan & Bronwen Gamble 

Photo Processing (27 exp) $6.75 

Penguin Drycleaning Special: 
Any 3 garments $13.95 (conditions apply) 

School, Home & Office Stationery 
~@:-?> Tattslotto Agency ~;~,W 
~Y-~ Fresh Cut Flowers .,,,\'@ 
f MON: 6.30am to 6.30pm, TUES: 6.30am to 7pm ; 
WED: 6.30am to 6.30pm, THU/FRI/SAT· 6.30am to 7pm 

SUN: 7.30am to 1pm 

PAUL U PHIL'S 

DISCOUNT 
MOWING 

• Odd Jobs & Gutters 
• Yard Maintenance 

FOR QUOTATION PHONE 
9844 3927 

Mobile 0417 12 11 25 

' 

~-----------------~ 
sque 

• Drapes • Cedar • Malibu 
• Romans Blinds Blinds 
• Austrians • Basswood • Hollands 
• Pelmets • Slimlines • Verticals 
• Swags • Micros • Accessorie 

• CANVAS SUN-BLINDS 

WARRANDYTE 
158-160 YARRA STREET 

9844 0960 
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Millennium 
high Jinks 
Plan are bubbling away for Warrandy te's great 
,lap-up party lo mark the beginning of the new 
millennlllm In keeping with tradit1onal. old-lime 
. 'e" Year's Eve celebrations in Warrandyte the 
'\'enl \\tll commence with an informal concert 
rn the , lcchanic Institute Hall, then-hope-
f tll ·-, oread nut to invade th bridg and other 
p mt. nMth, .outh. t'a.t and west 

·\\e"w ~Hd red a _thou.and 1lver and purplt' 
b II n •. , n ,1rgams111g com millet' spokesper-
• n told the Owr). (Appart'ntly 1lver and purple 
ar,· the ofl1c1al millenium colours; whillever th.11 
me.1n·) 

·R~. retfullv, ,_. • .1re going to ha\'e to make a 
. mall charge of ·10 to cover such cost as the 
b, !lo n. pow,·r () 2K permitting) and sundry 
ofltc1. 1 bnbe. :· the poke person said · 

"Oh. and a torch Just in rnse those d ire Y2K 
pred1c1tons actually come t rue 

1,t'II be a bring-your-own grub and grog aflair 
\\t" d .ilso like e, eryone to roll up" llh their own 

01 l"lll, king. ,•ar· whistles. rub bi h bin lids. mu-
.- 1 Im lrumenl old saucepans. kids No explo-
.1\;e de,1c s b · request. 

"Jock Macne1 his designing a souven ir bad ge, 
medal . brand. tattoo or some ot her body-mark-
111g to commemorate the occas ion . The cos t or 
this will be tncluded tn t ile ten bucks .. 

The org,1111sers have to limit numbers to 150, 
so e, eryone would be advised lo book earl y. You 
can ·all Rae on 9 44 3 19 for fu r ther in forma ti on, 
to book or to offer ideas. 

Canoe car park underway 
By RACHEL BAK ER 

The canoe car park near the 
\ arrandyte Bridge (pictured) is 
bein upgraded this month, 
"·ith asphalting. new entry and 
exit points. footpaths and tree 
planting. 

The project. costing lanning-
ham council 50,000. aims to 
make the area safer. with less 
dust and fewer potholes. 

Bev Hanson. a local landscape 
designer who has been con-
sulted on the upgrade. said the 
developments should improve 
the area. 

"I just remember what it was 
like during summer, with dust 
billowtng up like smoke, which 
would then go into the river and 
pollute it." she said. 

The development, which will 
include rocks , removing weeds 
and planting several hundred 
indigenous plants, and timber 
kerbing. should fit in with the 
environment of Warrandyte . 
Mrs Hanson said 

This is partly because of the 
council's consultation with the 
community. 

"It 's very important that 
people who understand 
Warrandyte are consulted for 
projects like this ," she said . 

ANGOVES ; CAB SAUY 

" I sugges ted they take ou t the 
bo llards on the embankm ent 
and put in rocks and trees, to 
make it fit in wi th the environ-
men t." she said. 

Warrandyte Awareness Group 
also believes the developmen t 
should be posi t ive. 

"As long as 1t 's tastefu l and 
the plan ting's done p roper ly, i t 
shouldn't be a problem." Peter 
Curry, of WAG, said. 

He said the upgrade will not 
increase the size or the ca r 
park, which makes i t accept-

abl e, as a proposed eastward 
extension could be a problem. 

Mr Curry said erosi on has 
been a problem in the area, and 
th e developm ent should help 
reduce ii. 

The developm ent is part o f a 
I 0-yea r program of works 
around Warrandyte, wh ich has 
included the car park upgrades 
al the bottom of Stigganl Street 
and opposite the Grand Hotel. 

Bev Hanson believes the ca-
noe car park will be similar to 
the Stiggan t St reel one. 

THE 

HANWOOD: CAe/SAUY 

WABBANDYTE 
CELLARS 

INSI GN I A : CAB/SHIRAZ ANGOVES : PIN0T N0IR 
euLLERs, sH,RAzlGRENACHE eANRo cK , sH,RAz/C Ae $120.00 Value :~~~t~~;:=•• ~i~;~:~~~;};~{::co• $99~00 

TRADING HOURS 

CELLAR 000 R FRIDA~~~:~ to 9pm 
& SATURDAY 9pm to 1pm Sunday: 10.30am-5pm 

152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte • Phone 9844 3282 • Mobile EFTPOS Facilities 

TOM KERKHOF TELEVISION 
SALES AND SERVICE 
Service to all makes of Television, Video Cassettes, 
Stereo Systems, Microwaves, Antenna Systems Installed. 
SERVICING T H E AREA FOR 30 YEARS 

Ph: 9844 3970 Mob: 018 175 274 27 Mitchell Ave Warrandyte 3113 

By PRUDENCE 
TRUBY KING 

Jum ping Creek Road , l inking 
Warrandy te and Wonga Park, 
will reopen to traffic on Octo-
ber 27 , a month earlier than 
expected. 

The road was closed in May 
for the replacement of a danger-
ous narrow bridge and associ-
ated works , but the dry winter 
meant work will be completed 
well before the December fire 
season. 

To improve safety further, 
Manningham City Council is 
considering restricting the 
route to vehi c les under 4.5 
tonnes . unless on local busi-
ness . and the speed limit may 
be reduced from a mixture of 
60km and 70km to 60km over-
all. 

Director o f city development 
for Manningham, John Bennie, 
said Jumping Creek Road was 
d esigned as a local road and 

Contractors are ahead of sch 
new Jumpinfl Creek 

community users will be th e 
first lo be advised of its open-
ing. 

"A public open day will be 
held at the bridge on October 
24 , when local residents can in-
spect the bridge and its new 
approaches." he said. "Previ-
ously a blackspot, the bridge is 
now wider, with a footpath and 
safer road approaches and re-
moving crests further up Jump-
ing Creek Road will also make 
the road safer. 

"Through traffic will still be 
encouraged lo keep to Maroon-
dah Highway." 

Council feels wildlire will not 
be very affected by the road's 
reopening, as there has still 
been a lot of activity on the road 
with heavy machinery and con-
struc tion vehicles . But Mr 
Bennie indicated there would 
be a " rationalisation" of road-
side signs on Jumping Creek 
Road , which may include in-

creasing the number of wildlife 
notices. 

A local restaurant owner has 
told the Diary that "business in 
Wonga Park has been adversely 
affected" by the bridge closure, 
"with such a drastic reduction 
in passing traffic" . However, 
"we have been most impressed 
with council 's support and 
communication" . 

Captain of Wonga Park CFA, 
Jim McKee, said the brigade 
had not been called to any in ci-
dent affected by the road c lo-
sure. "It 's been inconvenient for 
people, but closing the road has 
meant the job's been finished 
early. Jumping Creek Road's al-
ways been bad (for safety) but 
they can ' t realign the whole 
road ." 

But Mr McKee is sceptical 
about a reduced constant 
speed limit. 

"Some people don 't follow the 
signs anyway." r----~---------------------~ I 

I 
I 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER 1 

I 
CONCESSIONS TO PENSIONERS 

I Electric Sewer Cleaner Available -JO David Rd, WARRANDYTE 
I JOHN RYAN 9844 2552 MOBILE PHONE 0415 332 777 

I 
I 
I ~--------------------------~ 

-WARRANDYTE 
WELDING 

All materials welded. 
Your place or mine. 

No job too small 
RING 

NEIL CARTER 
9844 2547 

EDITORIAL AND 
ADVERTISING COPY 

DEADLINE 
CLOSES LAST FRIDAY 

0FTHEM0ffl 

COPY CLOSES ON THE 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

Warrandyte Eyecare 
Now have their 

_.,,-- --
eyes on warrandyte 

New look, New name, but still 

Professional Optometry 
with a friendly face 

®RB /JSlEYI~ Contact 'The Good Faeries' Rae 
and Sue to care for your pets 

and gardens and clear your mail • 

Shop 2B, Goldfields Plaza 
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd .. ,.. . 

- ' 1/ ,,.-.,:, Trust Rae and Sue to 
look after your p lace 
till you get back. 

Y E AR ROUND SERVICE Warrandyte, 3113 

9844 3819-9844 4129 Ph: 9844 4422 



Red letter Day: Warrandyte's main street, September 12, 1906. This gathering marked the 
opening of the Ca/edonian mine. (From the Warrandyte Historical Society collection) 

Calendar chronicles years 
The photograph above is from the Warrandyte 
Historical Society's 2000 collectors' calendar-
Marking The Moments. This is the society's 
third calendar and is now on sale at the Old 
Post Office museum, Warrandyte Post Office, 
and Potters Cottage. 

Fifteen rare and historical photographs of 
Warrandyte from the society's collection are 
featured in the calendar. They include an un-
usual photograph of the old wooden bridge 
beside the present "new" bridge in 1954-55. 

Another picture was taken the year it actu-
ally snowed in Warrandyte! 

"The calendar is one way of presenting the 
town's past to a wider audience," a society 
spokesperson told the Diary, "as well as raising 
funds to continue the valuable preservation of 
local history." 

The society believes that with Christmas and 
the New Year approaching this is an ideal gilt 
for posting to absent Warrandytians, as well as 
a must-have for locals . 

"But be warned ," the spokesperson said , 
"there is only a limited number available. So 
place your order early by calling Gina Bevan-
Jones on 9844 3662 or Jo Laurence on 9844 3694". 

Shops . coming as 
'soon as 
possible' 

BJ RACHEL BAKER 
New shops on Yarra Street, next 
to the Mechanics Hall, are on 
the way. The new owners of the 
property, which was auctioned 
on August 18, wish to remain 
anonymous and declined to 
comment on their plans for the 
land. 

Mr Glenn Martin, of Spencer 
Martin real estate, who sold the 
property, revealed that "they 
are hoping to start on shops as 
soon as possible". 

The current Manningham 
council permit includes six 
shops , a 21-space bitumen car 
park, a bitumen driveway from 
Mitchell Avenue, and landscape 
work. 

Many locals expressed con-
cerns about the development-
questioning environmental 
damage, traffic , and an oversup-
ply of shop buildings-at the 
time of the land 's sale. 

Warrandyte Awareness Group 
is opposed to the development 
at this stage, but will hold a 
meeting to discuss and investi-
gate the issues before it decides 
on a plan of action , WAG's Pe-
ter Curry said. 

The sale of the land followed 
an extension of the permit by 
the council in March this year. 

The permit was first sought , 
and rejected by Doncaster and 
Templestowe council in 1991. It 
was then taken to the Adminis-
trative Appeals Tribunal , where 
it was granted in 1993. 

The current permit will expire 
on January 15, 200 I. 

More pokie protests 
BJ CLINTON GRYBAS 

Opposition to the proposed 
reintroduction of poker 
machines to Warrandyte ls 
continuing with more than 
500 locals signing a petition 
calling for Warrandyte to 
remain "pokle free". 

This comes as Warrandyte 
football Club officials 
continue to wait for the 
Victorian Casino and Gaming 
Authority to Jlive the go-
ahead for 27 'rabaret 
machines to be Installed al 
the Grand Hotel as part of 
the new Club Warrandyte 
establishment. 

Local resident Gabriela 
Byrne, president of the 
People Against Pokies 
organisation, said she has 
been heartened by the 
growing list of people who 
don't want poker machines 
back In Warrandyte. 

"The post office obtained 
250 signatures within the 

first four days. It is not a real 
petition as such because 1 
didn't see the application for 
the planning permit at the 
hotel in time. I got in too late. 

"But when I read the 
comment in the Diary from 
the president of the football 
club saying that most people 
are looking forward to them 
I thought I can at least prove 
there are a number of people 
who aren't," she said. 

Under the plan all but the 
hotel's public bar, bottle 
shop and TAB would come 
under the new banner of 
Club Warrandyte, Including 
the popular bistro. 

Mrs Byrne, a "reformed" 
gambler, Is a director and 
founder of the Free Yourself 
program which was launched 
In 1997. The program Is 
based on the strategies she 
used to free herself from 
gambling. The People 
Against Pokies group began 

In March this year. 
"We raise funds to provide 

people with education 
material, so you have an 
educated choice when you 
gamble," she said. "I 
honestly don't think gam-
bling will go away forever 
but I think there are some 
ways of doing it responsibly. 
A lot of people are unaware 
of the trap that is there." 

Warrandyte Football Club 
president Jeff Evans told the 
Diary that Club Warrandyte 
was still walling for approval 
from the Victorian Casino 
and Gaming Authority. 

A spokesman for the 
authority said they are 
"presently conducting 
lnvesllgalions for the 
purpose of determining 
whether to grant a venue 
operator's lfcence". 

Some of the points for 
consideration Include 
suitability of the premises 

where the machines will be 
Installed, proposed security 
arrangements and the 
financial background and 
"character" of the applicants. 

At no stage is community 
opinion considered in 
determining applications. 

Meanwhile, Warrandyte 
Basketball Club has rejected 
an offer to become an 
associate member of Club 
Warrandyte. President Karen 
Pearce said the decision was 
not ta.ken lightly. 

"After receiving and taklng 
into account the responses 
from the junior basketball 
community, It was decided 
not to take It up at the 
present time," she said. "The 
club may, however, look 
further into the proposition 
In the future." 

The Diary believes many 
other organisations in the 
town have affiliated with 
Club Warrandyte. 

ACCEPTING ENROLMENTS NOW FOR 2000 

Proudly serving Warrandyte 
for the past 17 years . 

We offer quality care for babies and 
children 3 months to 6 years. 

Full and Part time Long Day Care 
and 

Casual and Vacation Care available 
Including a Pre-school learning program 

run by an experienced Pre-school teacher. 
Contact Jenny Lynch on 9844 1205 

for further information . 

THE GENERAL STORE 
486 WARRANDYTE-RINGWOOD ROAD 

WARRANDYTE SOUTH. PHONE 9844 3361 

Full range of: 
• HORSE & STOCK FEED 
• POULTRY, BIRD and 

PET SUPPLIES 
• PEA STRAW 

STRAW BALE 
HIRE for 

functions 

Free delivery local area 

HEAL THY GREAT LOOKING TEETH 
NEED SPECIAL REGULAR CARE 

We offer a highly professional service and 
are open evenings for your convenience. 

Dr TIM SYNNOT 
616 Park Road, Park Orchards 

I AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY SERVICE: 9844 33771 
For appointments telephone: 

9876 4358 
You'll be smiles ahead with an ADA dentist 

Emma, Jo and Leanne would like to thank all their loyal clients for nominating 
them as a finalist in the MANNINGHAM 1999 SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS 

" ... it gives us great satisfaction to know that our efforts 
are appreciated and inspires us to continue to provide 
the best hair services and advice in Warrandyte." 

104 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 98440898 
HOURS: 

Mon to Fri : 9am-5.30pm 
Thurs Night: until 9pm 

Saturday: 8am-2pm 



Memories of a 
special friend M un • I d 
Children at Warrandyte 
Primary School recently said 
goodbye lo Junko Kanda, 
their assistant teacher from 
Tokyo, Japan. 

Junko arrived In 
Warrandyte In April as part 
or the Japan-Australia 
PY.of ional Exchange 
Program. he stayed wilh 
several host families and 
worked with students from 
PTep 10 Grade 4. 

·our children were 
fortunate lo learn about the 
language, culture and 
lifestyle or the Japanese first 
hand through Junko," a 
parent told the Diary. 

Below: Japanese as istant 
teacher, Junko Kanda, in a 
farewell photo with student 
Meli a Buske . 

•Toe grades 5 and 6 
students also enjoyed the 
benefits of this new teacher, 
In addition to their regular 
Japanese teacher. 

•students especially 
noticed the refreshing 
differences In culture 
between Australia and 
Japan, so evident In the way 
Junko would speak and 
respond to thei r quesllons. 

•Toe families fortunate 
enough lo have Junko In 
their homes enjoyed her 
company very much and 
learned much from the 
experience." 

Junko has moved on 10 
Sherbourne Primary School 
before furl her travel up 
north In Au l ralla and her 
subsequent return to Japan 
next year. 

ac, 

Ben Clark, Damien McLean, Shaun Johnstone and Andrew Boyle with their winning entry. 

Mil lenni um madness helped seven 
Warrandyte Primary School students dis-
play thei r creative intelligence last month 
when they received an honours award at 
t he Tournament 0 1 Minds-a nati onal 
interschool event. 

The grade live and six students won the 
award for thei r Millennium Meter, a device 
to celebrate the new millenn ium. 

The seven boys-Andrew Boyle, Damien 
McLean, Justin Cleaves, Shaun Johnstone, 
Jack Bullard, Ben Clark and Xan Balding-
worked on a maths and engineering ques-
tion which asked them to design and build 
a device to ·see in" the new millennium. 
The device needed to contain three com-

ponents that were uniquely Australian and 
perform for 30 seconds when activated. 

The group's project featured an Austra-
lian flag being raised on a flagpole, a 
Vegemite truck's reversing beeps and a 
Qantas plane's landing lights flashing. On 
tournament day the model performed flaw-
lessly and impressed the judges. 

School spokesperson Fiona Wells said 
Warrandyte Primary School had two teams 
working on long-term problems for up to a 
month. They presented their solut ions at 
Latrobe University with students from hun-
dreds of other schools . 

"Tournament Of Minds is a problem-solv-
ing even t for teams of students where they 

are required to solve demanding, open-
ended problems," she said. "It provides an 
opportunity for students with a passion for 
learning and problem-solving to demon-
strate their skills and talents. 

"The teams were also presented with a 
'spontaneous problem' on the day. This re-
quired rapid interchange of ideas, the abil-
ity to think creatively and well developed 
group co-operation skills." 

Andrew Boyle said the students learned 
a lot from the competition . "II you don't get 
along in practice then you won 't be able to 
put it together on the day," he said. "We 
needed to work together as a team and 
have time limits." 

HANDY REMOVALIST 'DIARY MINI ADS 

Need to transport that bed or 
couch-doesn't fit in the boot? 

CALL ZIGGY 
Reasonable Rates 

Phone 9844 4023 or 9844 4418 

MANNINGHAM 

e - . - ... __ .. ,·. 

JUMPING CREEK ROAD 
WARRANDYTE/WONGAPARK 

'No Trucks - 4.ST GYM' Restriction 

At its meeting on 10 August 1999, the Council resolved to give 
notice of its intention to implement a trial imposing 'No Trucks -
4.5T GVM' restrictions for vehicles greater than or equal to 4.5 
tonnes for a period of 12 months in Jumping Creek Road between 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road and Homestead Road. 

WANTED: House Cleaner, 4 
hours per week. $15 hour. Must 
have experience and references. 
Phone Jan on 9844 4686. 

SUGARLOAF ELECTRICS: 
REC 13207. Prompt service. 
Reasonable rates. Ring John on 
9844 2816 or 015 094 965. No 
job too small. 

SUZUKI SIERRA 1991 MODEL: 
Soft top-one careful owner. Ser-
vice records available. $7,900 RWC. 
Phone 9844 4594. 

GARDEN LOOKING TIRED? 
I can create a beautiful plantscape 
to suit your site and your interests. 
Also plans for you to implement. 
Call Joan 9844 3213. 

PRIVATE MATHS TUITION:For 
help with maths at junior or senior 
levels or for help in preparing for 
upcoming tests. contact trained 
educator on 9844 1125. 

•TERRACE• GAMING ROOM 

The 'No Truck ' restriction will not affect the genuine heavy truck 
use in the area; however, it will ban heavy trucks 'cutting through' 
the area. Emergency and commercial passenger vehicles are 
automatically exempt from the restriction. 

$850 
our progressive total 

of monies channeled 
back into our local 

businesses. 

The trial is being implemented to assess the merit of restricting 
truck traffic along Jumping Creek Road to address community 
concerns about the safety of trucks using the road, particularly 
trucks passing through the area. 
Prior to finalising this matter, Council will consider written 
submissions by 6th October 1999. 
If you require any further information, please contact Mr Peter 
Waite, Project Management, on 9840 9333. 

FOR SALE: Wall unit. Custom 
made, adjustable shelving above 
central desk between cupboards. 
2015 high, 2040 long, 60 deep. 
$1000 ONO. Phone: 98441512. 

FOR SALE: Old Westinghouse 
fridge. Good working order. $100 
ONO Phone: 9844 1512. 

WEEKLY MEMBERS DRAW WINNERS 
Acclaim Renovation 

& Addition 

WANT A DIARY MINI AD? The 
cheapest way to send you r 
message to the Warrandyte 
community. $3 for 4 lines, then $1 
each additional line, prepaid. 
Phone 9844 3819. can redeem their vouchers at the following participating businesses: 

Australiana Aspect, Australian Bowl Company, Chaff Shed Produce & Pet 
Supplies, Earthart, Essence of Australia, Eyes on Warrandyte, Fit in Time 
Health & Centre Cons, Goldfields Bed & Breakfast, Grand Hotel, Hairline Shop, 
Harvey World Travel, John & D Motors, Julie Sutherland Massage Therapist, 
Leather Lasts Gallery, Marris Meats, Needles & Pins, Rainbow IGA, Ratty & 
Moles Riverbank Antiques, Seafood by the Yarra, Second Chance Furniture, 
Streamline Wetsuits, Teddys, The Veterinary Surgery (Nth W), Warrandyte 
Hardware, Warran Glen Nurseries, Warrandyte Antiques, Way Ahead, What's 
Old - The Club Store, Warrandyte Flower Basket, Warrandyte Newsagency, 
Warrandyte Pharmacy, Yarra Street Video 

HIA 522019 
Reg istered Bulkl lno Prad ltloner O.B. 04170 

HIA Accredited Renovator Member 
HIA Tradesline Member 

HIA NKBA Member 
National Kitchen & Bathroom Assoc. 

AiYa 4\ All] 
PROMPT SERVICE 

FREE DESa/QUOTATIOI 
9850 2592 • 0412 331 464 
Ezp1rt11u Coun,. for Everything 

Wmnerof 
: Top Upholstery- : 
1 Award I 
I Francis J Britta I 

11 Everard Drive, Warrandyte 



Story 
of a 
stadium 
By CLINTON GRYBAS 

HEN the ribbon is 
cut to declare 
Warrandyte 's new 
basketball stadium 
open on Sunday, 

October 24 it will bring to an end a 
long and frustrating wait for hun-
dreds of local players and parents. 

For the Warrandyte Basketball 
Club committee it has been the main 
issue occupying their minds and dis-
cussion for the better part of this 
decade. 

The campaign for a new court be-
gan in the Diary in September 1991 
when Barry Withers, then president 
of the club, described the club's in-
ability to cope with the basketball 
boom. 

The sport's ballooning national 
popularity, reflected in local partici-
pation rates , meant the club had 
quickly outgrown its single court 
stadium at Warrandyte High School 
which opened in 1987. Mr Withers 
said the club was in crisis , desper-
ately needing another venue. 

While the number of players rep-
resenting the club continued to rise 
through the 1990s the only move-
ment off the court was a series of 
plans , proposals and submissions 
which often said the same thing but 
failed to deliver any concrete action. 

The first glimmer of hope was the 
Warrandyte Reserve management 
plan, drafted in late 1992, which sug-
gested a new indoor court be built 
on the site of present outdoor courts 
at the reserve. 

But in January the following year 
local residents vetoed the plan, fear-
ing a great increase in traffic and 
noise, particularly on football match 
days. 

Despite this the council's recre-
ation planning officer, Kristen Allen , 
said a new stadium was all but guar-
anteed "sometime in the near fu-
ture". 

The future looked brighter in late 
1993 when council released its long-
awaited indoor sport and recreation 
plan . The plan recommended that a 
second court be added at 
Warrandyte High School along with 
meeting and social facilities. The 
club formed a sub-commitee to pur-

sue the idea but met dead-ends at 
every turn. 

Frustrated, they decided to go it 
alone, putting a submission to coun-
cil in July 1994 for $340,000-$360,000 
which they estimated was needed to 
build the second cou rt at the high 
school. 

Council refused , preferring to in-
vestigate an $8million mega-stadium 
plan for Rieschiecks Reserve in 
Doncaster, which would feature 
eight courts and a 3000 seat show-
court. This was later dumped. 

By this stage juniors who couldn't 
be catered for at the high school sta-
dium were being sent elsewhere. 
Warraridyte teams were playing or 
training at Park Orchards, Mullauna 
College in Donvale, Donvale Chris-
tian School and in Doncaster and 
Eltham. 

The campaign continued in 1995 
and into 1996 with president Bruce 
Macdonald saying the club had to 
put past disappointment aside and 
continue in their efforts. 

"The Warrandyte Diary has as-
sisted in bringing our case to the 
attention of the local community 
and, importantly, Manningham 
council and Warrandyte MP Phil 
Honeywood," readers of the club 
newsletter were told . 

The club's plight was recognised 
with the Warrandyte business plan 
ranking a new stadium third in pri-
ority as part of the community's 
most urgent needs, behind only river 
conservation and heritage buildings 
restoration. 

The proposed location for a new 
court changed in April 1996 when 
Warrandyte Business Association 
backed an idea for the stadium to be 
built at Goldfields Plaza. 

"It would provide a shot in the arm 
for local traders," said WBA presi-
dent Tony Summers. 

"The business association is very 
much in favour of a more centralised 
focus for the stadium. We couldn't 
support a new stadium built at the 
high school." 

The push gained momentum with 
Phil Honeywood declaring the issue 
of sporting facilities a priority after 
being re-elected for a third term at 

the 1996 state elections. He would 
later credit the parents of 
Warrandyte basketballers for con-
stantly raising the club's dire situa-
tion with him during his election 
campaign. 

"All the mums and dads were com-
ing up to me and saying how popu-
lar basketball was and that they 
needed new facilities ," he said. 

Two months later Andersons Creek 
Primary School strode in to a meet-
ing between the club, council and 
Phil Honeywood declaring that they 
were the ideal site for the stadium. 

"We have land we can't use at the 
moment because of security reasons 
and we want to see a better use for 
it," school council representative 
Jim Pasinis told the meeting. "Our 
school council is committed to us-
ing its resources fully, not for profit-
making." 

Yet another council report , this 
time labelled Stadium Needs and De-
velopment Priorities Review 1996, 
delivered an all-too fami liar mes-
sage-Warrandyte needed a new 
court. 

They weren't too fussed where, de-
claring: "The Warrandyte Basketball 
Club requires an additional court 
with any local site being accept-
able." 

But progress remained slow, coun-
cil citing staff turnover and the 
change from commissioners back to 
councillors as some of the reasons 
for this. 

By late 1996 the Andersons Creek 
school site had emerged as the lead-
ing contender, confirmed early the 
following year when they joined a 
working party for the stadium. The 
working party was co-chaired by 
Phil Honeywood and councillor 
Patricia Young. 

The realisation that a stadium 
could finally be built hit home in 
September 1997 when the Diary 
trumpeted news that Phil Honey-
wood had been able to obtain a com-
mitment for $300,000 from state gov-
ernment funds , conditional upon a 
$2 for$ I contribution from Manning-
ham council. 

"In addition, the government will 
contribute the land on which the 

new, single court facility will be built 
at Andersons Creek Primary 
School ," Mr Honeywood told the Di-
ary in announcing the breakthrough. 

But still counci l was not quite con-
vinced, waiting on a strategic op-
tions study which strongly recom-
mended building the stadium at the 
school. Their continued tardiness 
finally forced basketball officials to 
lash out. 

"For six or seven years the club has 
been trying to get another court and 
it's fallen on deaf ears," Bruce 
Macdonald told the Diary in Novem-
ber 1997. 

" If it hadn't been for Phil 
Honeywood we wouldn't even have 
got this far. Why pay a consultant if 
council doesn't take notice of the 
recommendations? 

"Manningham's answer has been 
total and absolute inactivity. The 
longer this drags out the less likely 
things are going to happen." 

But happen it finally did, council 's 
procrastination ceasing on April 7, 
1998. They voted in favour of con-
tributing $600 ,000 towards the 
project, supplementing the $300,000 
previously obtained by Phil 
Honeywood. 

"To say we're absolutely delighted 
is a big understatement," was Bruce 
Macdonald 's response. "I have said 
in the past that I will only believe it 
is true when I see it. But now I have 
seen the site pegs and this decision 
convinces me that ii is going to hap-
pen." 

He said the school would use the 
stadium by day with the club occu-
pying it at night and on weekends, 
including the development of an af-
ter-school primary school competi-
tion. 

"It will be an absolute boon for lo-
cal traders-really breathing life 
back into the Goldfields area," he 
added. 

The stadium's design plans were 
released in August 1998 to unani-
mous applause. 

"We're very happy with the plans," 
said school principal Des McKenzie, 
who was a key member of the work-
ing party. "I t satisfies our require-
ments . The environment was an area 

of concern for us. 
"We felt it was our responsibility 

to have something that we could still 
be proud of in five years time. Tin 
boxes usually give no great cause for 
excitement but this works well " 

While works were expected to be-
gin in late 1998 the project that of-
ten seemed unlikely to ever eventu-
ate suffered another delay. But this 
time for only a couple of months. On 
Monday, February 8, 1999, the cer-
emonial first sod was turned . 

And while a wet Melbourne winter 
ensured the opening date was put 
back another two months there were 
few who appeared to mind. 

After all , what's a couple of months 
when you have been waiting almost 
a decade? 

Great, grand . opening 
The doors to Warrandyte's new 
indoor sports stadium will open 
to the public for the first time 
this month when Warrandyte 
Basketball Club holds its 
presentation day. The twilight 
event begins at 4pm on Sunday, 
October 24. 

While the stadium at 
Andersons Creek Primary School 
will officially be known as the 
Warrandyte Community Sports 
Complex the club is running a 
competi!ion t~ give it a more 
appropnate mclmame. 

The stadlum will formally be 
opened by council and state 
government representatives in 
November. 

"Our opening will be an acllon-
packed, fun-filled extravaganza 
with all the children being able 
to snare their first hoop in a 
shoot-out competition on the 
new rings," Red backs president 
Karen Pearce said. 

A "Redbacks Le,ends" team 
will play the clubs current top 
team while two BL players will 
be on hand to join in the 
celebrations. 
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T dili nal 
FOLKAQT& 

-L SSES: al leveb of Folk & Decor.:it1ve .'\rt 
.:ibo Calligr.1phy 

SUPPLIES: P.1ints. Brut>he,;, <>.o b. etc. 

PHONE MAREN ON 9844 2036 

A A CLANCY NCH. ARBOR (ENG) 

TREE SERVICES 
• 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED TRADESMEN 
• Pruning & Tree Removals • Tree Surgery 
• Stump Removal • Mulch Supplies 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULL I SURANCE. FREE QUOTES 

98441161 - 0412 101 759 

FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
• Re,,ire Fly. reen.· and Door· • 

• Fix Dripping Tap • 
• Rehang Jamming Door • 

• Repair Door Lock - or Fit ew Lock • 
• Refit Loo e Towel Rail • 

• Repair Furniture • 
et , etc, etc. 

GEOFF RUCK 
3 TREVOR COURT, WARRANWOOD 

9876 3331 
YOUR LOCAL CABINET MAKER 

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 
• Taxation Return Preparation 
• Electronic Lodgement Service 
• Accounting & Business Consultants 

SHOP 2, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE 
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS 
and Associates 

Certified Practising Accountants 

HAM 
CRAFT 
MARKET 
ARTHUR STREET 
9am-2pm 
FEB lo OCT: 
1st Sunday 
NOV & DEC: 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Enquiries: 9444 7833 

NILLUMBIK 

Mt. JULJS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

INCLUDING: 
• Slashing • Gutters 

• Fire Prevention Cleanups 

flhot1e PHIL PETERSEN 
9844 0155 ().fl 7ft 90-f 0 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
BUILDING 
SURVEYORS 

A division of Nillumbik Shire Council 

0 Building Permits and Inspections 
0 Application checking times to suit 

your needs 
0 In pection times available 
0 pecialist advice in mud-brick 

construction 
0 pecialist advice on termite protection 
0 pecialist advice on bush-fire protection 

. iJlumbik Environmental 
Building Surveyots 

Civic Drive, Gr~ough 
PH: (0~)9433-3111 

PO Box 476 Gr~ough 3088 
.. .. FAX: (03) ?43~9559 

From weedy wilderness 
to marketable magic 
Il 'M more laid-back about 

my lawn nowadays. A few 
weeks ago I would have 
become defensive (but se-
cretl y paranoid) about 

any reference to the green ar-
eas outside my home. f would 
have compared mine with the 
turf at the MCG or at the Royal 
Botanic Ga rd ens and found 
mine decidedly wanting. 

Whereas the green areas on 
the packets of lawn seed re-
semble bi ll iard tables or the 
nap on good quality velvet , my 
efforts look more like micro-
scopic close-ups of stagnant 
ponds. Instead of smooth 
swathes, mine has always been 
more 1960s, a type of flower-
power interpretation of the or-
dered , manicured traditional 
lawn. 

Basically, the problem was 
that I was always too impatient, 
or stingy, to go through all tha 
boring preparation; dig up the 
ground one metre deep, level 
the wh ole area with a laser 
beam, sieve the dirt with a silk 
stocking, sow the seed at twice 
the recommended coverage 
and then devote half of Yan 
Yean reservoir to the germina-
tion and nurturing of the pedi-
greed beast. 

I have always been more in-
clined to the quick fix , the short 
cut, the instant effect. As a re-
sult, I gel a mediocre result In 
the short term . But in the long 
run , nature takes over and re-
asserts the old adage that "ii a 
job's worth doing , it's worth 
doing well ". 

In turf talk , this means that I 

• Felling 
• Shaping 

Not only did he 
dismiss weed 
critics as ill-
Informed but he 
raised "weeds" 
to the height of 
•real plants". 

have lawn for about l wo weeks, 
grass for six months, then 
weeds for eternity. And this 
used to worry me. f found it 
hard to inform mates that I was 
going to mow the " lawn" over 
the weekend . I used to wince 
when Herself subtly implied 
that the "lawn" needed mowing. 
Each time I walked out of the 
back door and gazed 
proprietorially at our estate, my 
rising spirits were levelled by 
!he existence of "weeds". Not 
only were they in the "lawn" but 
also in the garden beds. 

I knew they were weeds be-
cause they grew too quickly 
and healthily, required little or 
no watering and spread Lo 

Experienced • 
Climber 

Fully In.sured • 

cover every available bare 
patch of unoccupied earth. Real 
plan ts require tender loving 
care to survive. They cost a for-
tune to buy, they may deign to 
grow in your carefully prepared 
soil if you devote both time and 
water lo cosseti ng them. 

Real plants are open to attack 
by microbes and insects. And it 
doesn't matter wh ether they 
are native or exotic; we've been 
through both with exactly the 
same results . The "most real " 
plants wail until you have 
breathed a sigh of relief be-
cause they've reached adoles-
cence and then, out of spite, 
cark it. 

My life then became an eter-
nal round of replanting, digging 
out , spraying and worrying 
about whether Medicare would 
cover the costs of the mass ex-
termination of good stuff that 
seemed to be going on in our 
garden. 

Meanwhile, inexorably, the 
"weeds" were steadily yet 
unoslentatiously taking over 
the "lawn" and sections of the 
garden. We appeared to be hav-
ing our own version of national 
encroachment. In history les-
sons we read about the dangers 
of colonialism. We were told of 
the fatal invasion of Poland, of 
East Timar, of most of Africa 
and indeed, of Australia . 01 the 
overthrow of the inhabitants by 
stronger and more determined 
groups. And it was all happen-
ing, just outside my back door. 

I was racked with anguish. 
Should I lei nature have Her 
way? After all, isn't it supposed 

to be about the survival of the 
fittest? Should I mount a UN-
style operation and send in a 
peace-keeping force; get Herself 
and me to pull out the worst of 
them and let the others creep 
away once they realise the 
battle is lost? Or just nuke the 
lot with Glysophate and start 
again? You can imagine my di-
lemma. 

So, it was with unspeakable 
relief that I watched a garden-
ing progam on TV. There, on the 
screen, was the answer. A man 
who has devoted his life to the 
study of "weeds". Nol only did 
he dismiss weed critics as ill-
informed but he raised the hith-
erto maligned "weeds" to the 
height of "real plants" . Here, 
before our very eyes, was a 
food supply beyond our imag-
ining. The leaves of this could 
be used in salads whilst the 
berries of the other could be 
used for chutney or jam. 

Suddenly, my backyard prob-
lem became a business oppor-
tunity. Why not raze the entire 
garden and just wait for the pro-
duction line to happen on its 
own? Within a very short time, 
I could become a primary pro-
ducer. It all was spread before 
me. The daily picking of succu-
lent leaves, the gathering of 
delicately llavoured bulbs and 
the early morning dashes to the 
Vic Market. Herself could value-
add a line in nettle jelly. 

You see before you now a 
happy man, until the Invasion 
of the azaleas and the erlost-
emon! 

ROGER KIBELL 

RON C. DAY 

All quarry products for drives & paths 

9844 3329 



Fmding our place in a 
panorama of planets 
(C LOSE your eyes. 

Imagine you are sil-
ting back in a com-
fortable chair watch-
Ing television . Now, 

step outside your body and 
lloat like a gas balloon up to the 
celling. Look down, see the 
room below: the cof fee table 
with its scatter of books and 
magazines, the sofa, chairs and 
yourself immersed in the pro-
gram on the sc reen. 

Slowly and without a sound, 
the roof opens, allowing you to 
pass through. Hovering above 
your house you take in the 
bird's-eye view of the garden 
and the row of trees and shrubs 
that separates your block from 
the neighbours. 

Drift a little higher and there's 
the river, the bridge and the 
town ship nestled al the 
wooded feet of Fourth Ifill. Hear 
the drone of tratric from cars 
miniaturised by distance to the 
size of Matchbox replicas. 

Higher, and Warrandyte loses 
ils identity. Suburbs spew from 
Melbourne's metropolis like 
rivulets of larva from a volcano, 
engulfing the land in its path. 
Much higher now, see the coast-
line zigging i t s way west into 
South Australia and north to 
New South Wales. Soon Austra-
lia is just a splat in a vast shim-
mering blue ocean. Below, the 
icy face of Antarctica caps the 
southern pole. Swirling strands 
of white cloud enci rcle the 
globe. 

The sky is black now. You are 
surrounded by darkness. The 
earth, with its fuzzy blanket of 
atmosphere, hangs suspended 
in space like a giant blue and 
green basketball. You are emo-
t ional ly shaken by its 
breathcatching, heart-piercing 
beauty. 

Moving outwards through the 
solar system , the planets !lash 

By PAT COUPAR 
Drawn by MELANIE COUPAR 
past Mars an impact-domi-
nated cold, dead world, the gas 
giants of Jupiter and Saturn 
with their associated moons; 
followed by featureless Uranus 
and the eeri e aquamarine orb 
of Neptune. Finally Pluto, so 
small it is more like a detached 
moon than a planet. 

Faster and further you travel , 
to the edge of the Milky Way's 
flattened spiral disc Our sun is 
now indistinguishable from a 
hundred billion other glittering 
stars in the galaxy. You are 
alone and adrift out in the black 
void of space where distance is 
measured not in kilometres but 
in light years. 

The Milky Way diminishes to 
just another speck; one of 50 
bill ion galaxies . It is beyond 
comprehension. Beyond imagi-
nation even. 

There is nothing l ike a journey 
into the universe to put our 
own lives in perspective. 

Astronomy has fascinated 
and frustrated me for as long as 
I can remember. Due to its inac-
cessibility, it is not an easy sub-
ject to study. Most of the time I 
don' t even try. But a recent se-
ries screened on ABC-TV, sim-
ply called The Planets , had me 
hooked. It told of the 40-year 
history of space missions, star-
tling revelations and new dis-
coveries . I was transported , 
through vivid co mputer-en-
hanced images, to seas of meth-
ane, clouds of sulphuric acid 
and rocks of ice. 

My most memorable personal 
star-gazing experience came 
several years ago when camp-

ing at the Pink Lakes National 
Park. This north-east corner of 
Victoria is mallee country-re-
mote and flat , offering an unin-
terrupted view of the stars. 

The night was cold and clear. 
There was no moon or lights 
from nearby towns to dim their 
brilliance. I lay on my back on 
the grassy ground and took a 
short-<:ut trip to the perspective 
of life. No matter what your be-
lief-be it religious, scientific, 
spiritual. mystical or other-
wise-the answers to some of 
life's unanswered questions are 

up there, written in the stardust 
on the black velvet canopy of 
space. 

Planet Earth , on which we 
live, is a gilt inherited from all 
life before us. It is ours for such 
a very short lime. Like a baton 
in a relay race we pass ii on to 
the generation that follows. But 
ii we keep pillaging from this 
world the way we do, without 
giving something back, sooner 
or later the race will be over. 
And ii that happens , the pur-
pose and perspective of our 
lives would truly be lost. 

Washing goes around and around 
/A CCORDING to Jane 

Austen , it is a truth 
universally acknowl-
edged that a single 
man in possession of 

a good fortune must be in want 
of a wile. She could equally well 
have claimed that a family in 
possession ol a good weeks' 
worth ol bushwalking clothes 
must be in want of a laundry, 
but dirty linen sensu stricto is 
not a topic renowned for fuel-
ling the imagination ol noted 
writers. 

Yet how our lives revolve 
around the laundry! The conve-
nience provided by modern 
technology and comparative 
wealth merely allows us to un-
dertake the work more effi-
ciently. There is no substitute 
for actually doing ii, doing it 
well , and doing it on time. And 
the timing is largely out ol our 
hands. 

For a start , to avoid various 
nasty surprises in the shower, 
the morning wash can 't go on 
until everybody has finished in 
the bathroom. Then, regardless 
of how anxious you are to get 
out the door on time, you can't 
leave home until the cycle has 
finished . Hanging out the wash-
Ing Is a dellnile priority when 
various people need freshly 

laundered uniforms on a daily 
basis. 

Unfortunately, state-of-the-art 
machines do not always allow 
you to retrieve your washing al 
the point when you decide that 
you can't possibly wait another 
second. Instead you are con-
demned to prowl about, fidget-
ing restlessly throughout a 
seemingly endless spin cycle, 
until you hear that magic "click" 
whi ch denotes that the ma-
chine is finally giving you the 
OK to open the door. 

Then , living as we do on the 
shady side ol the hill (it's won-
derful in summer), the number 
ol drying hours in a day is 
greatly reduced. Throughout a 
thousand more Important-
seeming distractions during the 
day, the thought of grabbing 
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vital items off the line before 
the damp evening chill sett les 
on them is never far below the 
surface. 

Even on a camping holiday, 
when It's par for the course to 
be less-than-immacula tely 
groomed, there comes a time 
when nothing in the dirty 
clothes bag looks even re-
motely touchable, much less 
wearable, and a trip to the laun-
dry is simply unavoidable. 

It 's at times like this that our 
own laundry doesn't seem so 
bad. These industrial-strength 
laundromat things take a ton of 
washing, saturate ii thoroughly 
and twist it into impossible 
knots , but not much else. Ex-
cept, as happened last week, 
they are liable to blow a fuse 
when a spate of campers uses 
all the wash ers and driers at 
once. 

The owner of course blamed 
us, the campers, for overload-
ing the machines, and using all 
the equipment on the warmest 
settings . Had he bothered to 
look al our washing, I'm sure his 
instinctive prescription would 
have coincided with ours, that 
is, to boll It for a week with a 
whole box of detergent. But his 
laundry clearly wasn't designed 
for genuine feet-on-the-ground-

type outback travellers, and 
numerous return trips to his 
under-powered establishment 
th at night found switches 
tripped , equipment stalled, 
drier heat turned off, and, the 
last straw after three hours of 
stuffing about, our clothes re-
moved from a drier, still damp 
and not at all clean. 

So now, back in our own laun-
dry, there is an indescribable 
pile on the floor. However I'm 
starting to feel strangely am-
bivalent about it. Almost nostal-
gic . Needless to say, the red 
dust of Australia's arid heart 
has a special appeal all of its 
own. Combine that with a vin-
tage collection of favourite t-
shirts and the reli cs of falling 
into a muddy waterhole, don-
key slobber, camp stew, excru-
ciatingly evil-smelling tortoise 
excreta and a certain memo-
rable incident involving a lake, 
deep mud and a fruitless search 
for a golf ball . This is no ordi-
nary mess. This is living his-
tory, folks . 

It's no use. I can not persuade 
even myself. Evocative though 
this dirt may be of favourite 
places, the laundry is definitely 
not one of them. Give me a glass 
of wine and a photo album any 
day! 
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1r HERE could be no more fi t-
ting showcase fo r the cre-
ative talents o f di r ecto r 
Ch r is White than Warran-
dyte High 's p roduct ion o f 

Sweeney Todd_ 
From his fi rst musical-The Gondo-

liers-at the Mechanics Inst itute Hall . 
to the spirited I 987 production of Okla-
homa which opened the new stale-of-
the-art theat re al the school , Chr is has 
brought to Warrandyte audiences 15 
years of magical musical experiences. 
Through Lerne r and Lo w e to 
Bernstein, and now Sondheim, this is 
probably his last produclion for the 
school ; the culmination of a musical 
journey. 

Sweeney Todd , the sto r y of a 
wronged hero turned barber-murderer, 
is the ultimate theat r ical challenge. 
The music is complex and discor dant; 
operatic, in the s ty le o f Benjamin 
Br itten, bu t seldom melodic. At t imes 
the auditorium was fi ll ed w ith a 
cacophany of noise, as conventional 
instruments vied w ith synthesised 
sounds. including a piercing steam 
whistle used in Victor ian England at 
times of industr ial disaster. 

The set was intentionally sparse and 
drab, the backd rop an enla rged en-
graving of ea r ly Fleet Street, lit with 
vivid red to heighten the drama: an 
overwhelming sense of pover ty and 

i mpendi ng doo m. In this setting 
Sw een 1.y Todd-alias Benjamin 
Barker-seeks to avenge the wrongs 
done to his family by the evil Judge 
Turpin , including Sweeney's deporta-
tion (Lo Orstralia) . 

When we meet Sweeney (played by 
Drew Hanna) he is a broken man, yet 
Drew, aged 17, managed to imbue the 
character with an inner lire, matched 
by h is excell ent grasp of the music, 
sung decisively and with great clarity. 
He made a convincing transi tion from 
embittered man to vengeful barber; a 
far cry from his role as the cool Riff in 
West Side Story. 

What a wonderful part, that of Mrs 
Lovet t , who wh oleheartedly joi ns 
Sweeney in his vendetta. Having had 
to make do with small , furry creatures 
as fill ings for her infamous pies-
which are "not just revolting, but look 
li ke they 're moult ing"-she wel comes 
an alternative meal supply as the de-
mon barber tes ts his knives on unsus-
pecting clients. 

In a lovely piece of theatrical illusion , 
albeit gr is ly, a barber's chair was 
ri gged to drop the victims 2.5 metres 
to the ground where, by means of a 
small revo lving stage, they were next 
seen , throats sli t , issuing from the back 
of the set into Mrs Lovell 's ki tchen. 

Natasha Simpson. in her first major 
solo ro le, was perfectly cast as Mrs 

Lovett ; her musical training evident in 
her excellent timing and execution of 
the difficult pieces. She brought genu-
ine warmth to the part and the audi-
ence was moved and amused by her 
antics as she led the company in such 
numbers as God, That 's Good!, char-
acteristic of the English music hall. 

Natasha and Drew were an elfective 
duo in A Little Priest and By The Sea. 
Dee Arsenis , Natasha's understudy, 
worked hard to ensure the high stan-
dard of the chorus work, a feature of 
the show. 

As shown in her leading role in West 
Side Story, Megan Fitzgerald has the 
ability to lift a production . This year 
she played the medodramatic role of 
Judge Turpin 's ward , Johanna, adapt-
ing her powerful voice-at limes remi-
niscent of a young June Bron hill 's-to 
the demanding Sondheim music, in-
cluding the wistful Green Finch And 
Linell Bird. 

Jason Bowen was sincere in his por-
trayal of her suitor, Anthony Hope, and 
both actors kept the pace moving. 
Greg Stewart was excellent as the Ii-

bidinous Judge Turpin , never allowing 
his portrayal of an evil man who has 
abused his position to dissolve into 
that of melodramatic villain . Given the 
nature of the role this was an ex-
tremely controlled performance from 
a player who has an innate under-
standing of theatre. 

Co-director Lyn White's influence 
was evident throughout the show, par-
ticularly in the staging of the larger 
production numbers . The crowd 
scenes were some of the best seen at 
Warrandyte. Backstage players were a 
major part of this production , includ-
ing the stagehands , as they 
manoueuvred the sets into place with 
split-second liming and the sound and 
lighting technicians who did much to 
give theehow its macabre atmosphere. 
Musical director Kirk Skinner sup-
ported players and orchestra in their 
renditions of the complex score , 
achieving a fine mix of sound which 
helped create a thrilling atmosphere. 

Nie George made the most of his role 
as the foppish Beadle Banford , adopt-
ing an exaggerated stage walk which 
guaranteed a laugh on his entrances 
and exits. I particularly liked his ren-
dition of the tongue-in-cheek Ladies In 
Their Sensitivities. 

Mark Spiliotacopoulos's appearance 
as the flamboyant showman Pirelli 
brought a welcome change of pace and 

mood. The chorus was pa r ticularly 
strong in its musical support of his 
miracle elixir, as introduced by the 
puckish figure of Tom Fitzgerald, alias 
Tobias Ragg. Tom has great on-stage . 
appeal and combined well with Mrs 
Lovett in one of the show's few memo-
rable tunes, Not Whi le I'm Around. 

Poor Jacqui Moore was forced lo give 
another performance "on all lours"; 
having successfuly crawled around the 
stage as Anybody's in West Side Story. 
This lime she scored the role of the 
Beggar Woman, reduced to such lowly 
circumstances that Sweeney does not 
recognise her as Lucy, his wile. Jacqui 
certainly put her stamp on this role, 
as she emerged rat-like from the shad-
ows, insinuating herself on strangers. 
Her portrayal added much to the gen-
eral atmosphere of moral decadence. 

Although this excellent musical may 
have been Chris White's last produc-
tion for Warrandyte High School, his 
legacy to the local theatrical scene will 
endure. As well as nurturing the tal-
ents of those hoping to make a profes-
sional career in theatre, he has given 
generations of students the opportu-
nity to perform for the sheer fun of it, 
generously passing on his knowledge 
of all facets of the stage. Chris's total 
dedication to the Warrandyte High pro-
ductions , and his love of theatre, has 
been an inspiration to us all. 

Pictures by GREG RUTHVEN 



HAT is it about spring that 
does this , that carries us to 
m emories of springs long 
past? Or is this something 
that only comes with old age, 

when most ol our springs are behind us? I 
don't know. I only know that this year , early 
in September, I encountered spring's lift to the 
spirits in a matter of two days, then came the 
mystery of being swept back. 

On the first day I was mentally sunk in win-
ter as I crossed Taroona Reserve footbridge 
under chill skies . Andersons Creek was run-
ning high, tossing below with mutterings of 
long-vanished miners and abandoned shafts 
while it disgorged mud into mother Yarra. She 
too was swollen, flecked with foam patterns. 
Pale rafts of foam were snared in trees roots 
along her banks. 

Then, 48 hours later, starting the same walk, 
I felt beguiling warmth in the air, a warmth in-
nocent yet of heat and bush fires . It came drift-
ing from the north, its message unmistakable: 
regeneration was at hand! Prunus blossom 
spiralled onto the path like so much confetti. 
For all the lift to my spirits, my pace remained 
octogenerian. I was easily overtaken by a quar-
tet of mums with pushers. They turned to me 
with lively good mornings then were gone, 
their hair swinging fetchingly across their 
shoulders , their conversation coming to me 
on the warm air. At their age, where was I? Ah 
yes, I remember ... 

A horsewoman of 13 or 14 burst into my rev-
erie and began dressage circling on the grass . 
The spirit of spring possessed her horse; he 
adopted a sideways gait , tossing his head de-
fiantly. She reined him in and addressed him 
in such a crescendo of scoldings that I feared 
for the future men of her life. 

I reached the six-bar gate where the two 
geese paraded today like SS generals . A fair, 
40-ish man with a labrador passed me in the 
opposite direction, striding so fast that his dog 
had no time to construe spring greetings left 
on tree trunks by fellow dogs. 

The path descended slightly to a full vi ew of 
the river. The rapids there were submerged , 
but the hidden barrier caused the water to curl 
back on itself in wavelets . Two ducks sh ot 
through on faster water like show-off skiers , 
then paddled back to do it again. Just ahead 
was one of those solid slab seats-I have heard 
them called Louise Joy seats-where aged and 
weary can rest with a view of the river, under 
the scrutiny of manna gums across the water. 
There I decided to sit awhil e and let warmth 
reach my bones , let the past have its way with 
me. 

The changes that shaped my life, I began to 
see, had all come in spring. Counting them, I 
found there were seven ; they fell pretty much 
within a decade. The first was in 1934, the rest 
in the 1940s. So I fell , in semiwakeful state, to 
musing on them. 

It is 1934, one of the worst years of the great 
depression. This spring I have turned I 9. I 
have hitch-hiked from Frankston to Burnside, 
Nareen, home of a grazier cousin of my mother. 
The homestead lies in redgum country that 
rolls away in immense swells like an arrested 
ocean. All is spring green; the gravel roads are 
red . In the valleys swift creeks seek their way 
to the Glenelg and the sea. The only sounds 
here are birdsongs and distant bleating of 
sheep and the occasional bark of a dog. Mag-
pi es carol daylong and, when moonlight 
comes, continue all night, swooping the skies 
in sheer joy. 

I have been offered a job here for the shear-
ing and the harvesting and am in a state of 
elation-not so much because of the job, but 
because I am free awhile, free of city life, free 
of parental constraints, free of job-searching. 
But I have moments of guilt; I have come from 
a happy family and I know I have disappointed 
my parents. They had hoped I would find a 
city Job. They don't know, nor do I, that this 
move is going to determine the rest of my life. 

There is a son of this household who is 
around my own age. Jim and I soon play first 
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doubles for Nareen on the tennis courts o f 
Pigeon Ponds, Wando Vale, Chetwynd, Harrow 
and take it in turns to make speeches of thanks 
at tables heavy with cream cakes. Afterwards 
we dance in local halls. Though I don 't know 
it yet, I am going to stay in Nareen nearly eight 
years. 

Spring 1940. I am 25. Often I t hink how good 
it would be to marry and astablish a home, 
but it is out of the question . Not only do I lack 
money, but a year ago war broke out and now 
the Battl e of Britain is being fought. 

I have taken initial steps to join the army, 
but a few weeks ago Jim decided to apply for 
RAAF aircrew. With the idea of flying together, 
I do so too. Soon both of us are accepted and 
pass the stringent medical. We are awaiting 
call-up. 

This will be my last shearing at Burnside. 
Even if I survive the war I cannot come back 
here. My parents were right , there can be no 
future for me here. All the heady scents of 
spring seem a mockery. As I pick up fleeces , 
throw them, trim them, I glance out at these-
rene hills and the changeless redgums . At 
smoke-oh we sit outside-the boss, the shear-
ers , we rouseabouts, Percy the rabbiter, who 
doubles as a musterer. The air is mild, the talk 
desultory. Can it be true? Never come back? I 
begin making notes on people and places and 
familiar tasks. Though I don't even guess it 
now, they will become the basis of a long se-
ries of tales in the Scottish Blackwood's Maga-
zine. But that is 12 years off. 

Thursday, September, 1941; emarkation de-
pot Sydney, 378 trainee pilots and navigators 
parading before dawn. When daylight comes 
buses are to take us to the docks to board the 
Monterey, a luxury liner of neutral America. 
Rain has not long cleared and, from a valley at 
the edge of the parade ground, spring scents 
and bird songs rise from unseen bush . I fancy 
that each of us breathes deeply and listens 
intently to absorb Australia. We are bound for 
Canada, an unknown country, to continue 
training, I as a navigator. Jim has gone this way 
before me but we are never to fly together, 
never even to go to the same command. 

By two in the afternoon Australia Is sinking 
slowly over our western horizon. We can still 
see the faint outline of the Harbour Bridge and, 
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far beyond it, t he Blue Mountains. By 2.30 all 
has gone. We don't speak of our feel ings , but 
many begin wri t ing letters, others open dia-
r ies. 

Qu ebec, Friday, April 10, 1942-northern 
spring and a situation I had never imagined: a 
Canadian girl has come all t he way east from 
Edmonton to far ewell me. Her mother is Aus-
tralian, her father one of six Canadian broth-
ers who owned a goldmine in Western Austra-
lia at the turn of th e century. If I weren 't leav-
ing soon for England Nell and I would dare 
everything and marr y, but our prospect of 
seeing each other again is remote. 01 t he 25 
navigators who trained a year ahead of our 
course we have learnt that only two remain 
flying. 

All day we tramp companionably in melting 
snow through ancient French streets, turning 
our backs on separation . We climb t o th e 
Plains of Abraham where Wolfe and Montcalm 
fought the battle that has divided Canada ever 
since. Far below us flat islets of ice drift down 
the St Lawrence estuary, Atlantic bound. There 
I too must go. 

May 12, the same northern spring. We have 
berthed in the Clyde at Gourock; our contin-
gent of 600 aircrew from all over the Common-
wealth has survived Atlantic U-boats . How 
much feeling we put into singing For Those In 
Peril On The Sea at church parade on our sec-
ond day out! The verses were punctuated by 
depth-charge explosions . Now we board a 
bustling train that takes us south into the gar-
den that is England. With double daylight-sav-
ing, day seems to have no end . Church towers 
and thatched cottages slip by, thick woods , 
grazing sheep, multi-shaped fields outlined by 
hedges or dry-stone walls . Over all is languor-
ous spring. It is almost beyond belief that an 
enemy is near and in the ascendancy. 

Spring, 1943: Six months now since we came 
to this Lincolnshire bomber station . All the 
past winter we have flown raids on Germany 
and Italy-the Rhur Valley, Bremen, Berlin, 
Milan, Turin. II we can complete 30 of these 
"operational sorties" we will leave here and 
rest ; "rest" being flying duties surpervising 
new crews. But since we have been here no-
one has reached 30. We have watched men 
come and go, come and go. The best of men: 
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caps aslant, eyes eager. Slowly wmter i~ lift-
ing, the days lengthening. Trees that appeared 
dead are showing green leaves curled like un-
born babies. 

March 26: for us operation number 27 tar-
get Berlin. We return from the unbelievable. 
April 3: a North Sea search for one of our 
crews. "No luck", I write in my logbook. April 
3: Essen, "Hottest yet"--our sixth visit to the 
place. April 4: briefing for operation 29 The 
last crew briefed for their 29th didn' t return 
from it. The target is Kiel. Again we come back 
and are aware that all eyes are now on us, ev-
eryone hoping for a change in the squadron's 
dismal fortu nes. April 7: Duisberg-it's all 
over! Our hands are shaken, our backs 
slapped-as if we had been responsible for 
this luck! A youngster asks, "What does it feel 
l ike? Just tell me that-what does it feel like?" 
I cable home and cable Nell in Edmonton. Full 
spri ng is with us. 

Our crew breaks up forever, though for all 
the years ahead we will keep in touch . My Aus-
tral ian pilot and I are posted to Lichfield 
where, only eight months ago, we completed 
our final training. To find myself alive with the 
coun tryside bursting into leaf, the woods 
haunt ed by cuckoo calls, proves heady be-
yond belief. 

Nature begs us turn our backs on death, to 
turn again to life. On either side of our aero-
drome lie canals, now seldom used. Their tow-
paths of beaten earth afford room enough for 
a man and girl to cycle side-by-side, arms 
around waists or shoulders. Each long spring 
evening I cycle there with a blond girl of the 
WAAF. We pass below overhanging trees, duck 
under hump-backed bridges, singing as we 
ride. I t is a Shakespearian spring! Overhead 
the feathered cuckold mocks, invisible among 
leaves. But every day I write still to Canada-
and hope. 

Spring 1944: California. In a few days we are 
to fly the Pacific, ferrying B24s to Brisbane, a 
dozen crews of us. I am in a predicament , but 
a predicament with possibilites. Weeks ago I 
slipped a disc in my spine; I can remain seated 
at the navigator·s table a very limited time. 
There are three spare navigators. I put the situ-
ation to our CO. He at once says . "Return by 
ship. One leaves in a couple of days, the next 
in a couple of weeks. Which do you prefer?" 
Here it is then! "The one in a couple of week ." 
Pause. "In the meantime, have I permission to 
go to Edmonton? You see, I have a girl-" He 
looks amused . "Yes , yes." He adds , "Good 
luck." 

In sharp discomfort I repeat the journey we 
378 of the Monterey had t ravelled nearly three 
years ago. Two days and I am there. \\'hen we 
m eet we know all is as before-though spies 
lat er tell me a man left by the back door as I 
entered the front. How could I ask if this were 
so? We marry and, a week later, I go to hospi-
tal for six months. 

The Macquarie d ictionary defines spring as 
" that season between winter and summer". 
But in February 1945, as I emerge from a win-
ter of hsopital and larninectomy, of learning 
to walk properly again, of separation from the 
girl I married , we enter a season that must 
surely be spring, if only of a personal kind. We 
are on the Pacific together on a wedish ship, 
Sydney-bound. That the RAAF should counte-
nance th is is beyond all understanding. The 
North Star is lowering, lowering behind us. M 
bride weeps a little and is comfort ed. Ahead 
on the rim of our world the Southern Cro s is 
lifting from dark seas-her mother's constel-
lation, my constellation , the constellation of 
all those men who left and will never see it 
again . And so we come to ydney. 

How long had I been on this Louise Joy seat? 
Did it matter? Had I lain down, or snored, or 
done anything else unseemly? Well , i n one's 
old age such eccentricities are overlooked. 
And here, by this river, spring had assured me 
of ultimate regeneration when this part of the 
journey is over. In the meantime I had better 
keep my appointment with ell for a 
cappuccino. 
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e weather show 
TO the stage of the 

Mechani cs Institute 
Hall stepped a w eedy, 
middle-aged man in an 
expensive suit : Melb-

ourne Eddy, the weatherman nick-
named fo r predicting the smoggy 
days of dragon's breath. Ever since 
Rob Jell 's penchant for technologi-
cal illustrations, weather reports 
had become more elaborate than 
footy shows in their at tent ion to 
detail. 

"Welcome to t h e Warrand y te 
Weather Show", beamed Eddy. "We 
are all enchanted by wea t her. 
Weather contributes to our diver-
sity. our individuality. Li fe on earth 
is adapted to seasonal change and 
the subtle short-term vari,ty o f liv-
ing conditions. 

"We live on weather ; on the excite-
ment of the energy released as wa-
ter changes form miraculously. Wa-
ter is the union of the most abundant 
element on earth-ox-ygen. wi th the 
most abundant element in the uni-
verse-hydrogen. T here is no water 
in space. The universe is dry. 

Waving his weather wand , Eddy 
continued. "Weather is the daily face 
o f climate and ever since the fi rst 
weather map fo r Melbourne was 
published in the Argus in September 
1 81 , we have sought t o define and 
predict this climate. With its year-
to-year variability it presents an im-
mense chall enge. M aybe we will 
never be able to overcome the inher-
ent chaos or climat ic systems." 

Con Yergence was then introduced 
by Eddy to speak on ice ages-or gla-
ciations- as science calls it . Solar 
credit squeezes , these are times 
when the wo rld funct ions like the 
per rect Esky. 

Due to the nuances in our orbi t 
around the sun , every 300 million 
years the earth undergoes a period 
of glaciation . We are in such an event 
now. Over the las t th ree million 
years an ice epic as been occurring, 
wi th six waves of glaciation. The last 
peaked 18,000 years ago when one 
t hird of the planet was submerged 
beneath a thick blanket of ice. This 
caused the most intense drying of 
t he Australi an continent ever ; 
desert-forming weather. 

There are cycles of 100,000 years 
associated with these glacial cli-
mat ic changes. Periods of warm in-
terglacials take up around 10 to 15 
percent o f these cycles. One such 
period , the present millennium , is a 
part of this . The rest of the cycle is 
encompassed by glacials which are 
drier and windier, and 18 to 10 de-
grees cooler than pr esent . Wood-
lands disappear, grasslands domi-
nate, saltbush-grey sh r ubs hold 
back the earth , forests ret reat up 
mountains to safe refuges. People 
look ror the shelter of caves. 

Millennium Bug has infected everything, everywhere. The 
air we breathe, the soil and water we depend upon; 
rearranging the weather; changing everything. A televi-
sion horror show you can 't turn off. Written by GLEN 
JAMESON, with illustrations by JOCK MACNEISH. 

This is a defining process for this 
c ontinent. The d r yi ng comes 
through the power of cold , not heat. 
Australia has dr ied up due to the 
ellect of the polar climatic engine, 
wh ich ensures a winter rain and dry 
summer climate. 

Ice ages are important to our own 
evolution . Some 2.4 million years 
past , a dramatic increase in the 
northern polar ice drove our evolu-
tion and separation from the Aus-
tralopithecines, which became ex-
t inct 900,000 years ago and the cold 
cl imate spread homus erectus into 
Eurasia. 

Periods of glacial climates are a key 
in defining the evolution of our flora 
and rauna since t he break-up o f 
Gonwana. Glacial stages wipe out 
complete ecosystems and localised 
populations. 

When conditions improve, surviv-
ing individuals retu rn from small 
sanctuaries to expand ac ross th e 
land. Adaptation to the harsh con-
fines or the envi ronment is the key 
to sur vival. 

Climate changes put species at 
risk. Our dramatic changing of land-
scapes (only five percent of which 
is national park) , has d isr upted fau-
na! migr ation path s and left rew 
places for diversi ty to thrive. We 
dominate the earth by using-di-
rectly or indirectly- 35 to 40 percent 
or the terrestr ial production of bio-
mass and 24 to 35 percent of aquat ic 
production through the current fi sh 
ca tch. 

The evidence suggests that cli-
mat ic fl uct uati ons over the pas t 
100,000 year cycle have been th e 
most extreme. 

Abori ginals experienced good 
times when lakes were lull and riv-
ers ran and the hungry dry times 
when survival depended on skill and 
acquired wisdom during the appall-
ing conditions of the last glacial pe-
r iod. 

T h ink about the thylacine-the 
Tasmanian tiger-a beast that had 
been on earth for over 15 million 
years. It survived ice ages and gla-
cial meltdowns only to be made ex-
tinct in a mere 200 years of European 
se ttl ement. Our effect upon the 
earth 's creatures can be more dev-
astating than an ice age that lasts 
mill ions of years. Ext inct ion rates 
are presently at 25 ,000 times the 
normal rate. 

We have never forgotten t he ice 

ages, th ey remain stored in our long-
term memory. They are probably the 
re aso n we ta lk so much ab out 
weath er, constantly checking the 
t rends . T he Li t tle Ice Age (1 550-
1800AD), rorged our idea of White 
Christmas ; a concept we cl ing to 
despite the obvious contradictions 
or climat ic reality here. It is a re-
minder, not a celebration. Con left 
the stage and the audience shivered . 

" Well th e Ice Man com eth ," 
pratt led Eddy. "But not yet. Here is 
a view or th e globe that you may 
warm to. Lad ies and gentlemen, Mr 
Barry Mettrek!" 

"The 1990s have been the hottest 
decade in the record ed history ol 
weather." began Barry, already in a 
ner vous sweat. "The long-term fluc-
tuations in Austral ia show a warm-
ing t rend between 1870 to 1900, a 
cool ing trend between 1900 and 1950 
and then a steady warm ing trend 
again lrom 1950 until now. Warmer 
and sto rmier, the human-caus ed, 
enhanced greenhouse ellect could 
actually cause a super-interglacial." 

We are presently burning enough 
fossil ruels to delay the onset or an 
ice age. Global models predict a 
st eep warming trend until 2100, fol -
lowed by a more gradual warming 
for 300 to 400 years . "So we won 't 
go out and buy that extra doona 
quite just yet ." Barry bowed and left 
the stage to a tepid shower of ap-
plause. 

T he night seemed to be getting 
drier as th e chaos theory muddled 
wi th millennium bugdust and cy-
clonically circulating adjectives flew 
past Eddy who blew us into the next 
act : Three Bob Each Way Bob, who 
would stir up a storm on the big 
weather picture. "Three major cli-
matic phenomenon influencing the 
Australian climate." he said, "are the 
ENSO, the Indian Ocean Dipole and 
the Antarctic Circumpolar Wave. 

"El Nino Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) is a development of a band 
of warm water along the equator 
across the eastern Pacific Ocean 
which brings heavy rainfall to the 
lower half of South America and 
drought to Australia, Southern Af-
rica, Northern India, Indonesia and 
S.E. Asia." A hot north wind blew in 
through the open front doors and 
the audience wriggled in comfort. 

"It has been well studied with El 
Nino years occurring in 1877, 1888, 
1889, 1905, 1923, 1925, 1930, 1940, 

1941 , 1957, 1958, 1965, 1966, 1967, 
1972, 1982, 1994 and 1997. La Nina 
are the years of above average rain-
fall , the flooding years, they were 
1889, 1898, 1903, 1908, 1909, 1910, 
1916, 1917, 1924, 1938, 1950, 1954, 
1955, 1956, 1964, 1971 , 1973 and 
1975. They are years when Lake Eyre 
fills and the Yarra floods. The Indian 
Ocean Dipole and The Antarctic Cir-
cumpolar Wave influence evapora-
t ion and rainfall ," Three Bob Each 
Way Bob concluded. 

"Now I ' ll introduce Mungo Milli-
bar," Eddy said , " to present a 
clouded view on the political and 
social changes brought on by ex-
tremes of weather". 

Mungo looked straight into the eye 
of our storms : "It was the El Nino 
year o f the 1888 drought that in-
spired Henry Lawson to write 
Beaten Back, he said. "It thundered 
with the understanding that the cli -
mate had finally shattered the pio-
neer settler 's belief that rain fol-
lowed the plough. Ruins in the sands 
stand testament to people abandon-
ing the land. 

"It was the year that inspired the 
Heidelberg School of artists to paint 
visions of a burning pastoral Austra-
lia. The Golden Summer became the 
trademark of an El Nino summer. 
Parched grasses , golden in their 
death . Polarised light streaming 
from blue heavens, illuminating ev-
erything with a bleached radiance." 

These ENSO years are decisive 
growth years in the socio-economic, 
politico-historical soul of Austra-
lians. They hone down our Euro-cen-
tric weather prejudices . Hack away 
at our accepted climatic cliches . 
They dry out our national waterhole 
and hang our drying hide on the 
fence, scaring oil those who think 
this Is good farming country with 
adequate rainfall for massive popu-
lations. 

It was time for a beer but Mungo 
went on . "The 1888 drought pro-
vided impetus for the agricultural 
industry to develop drought resis-
tant varieties of wheat. It sowed the 
ideas for the Federation debate. The 
only time we learn is when an El Nino 
boots the collective behind with a 
kick like a wall of flames, telling us 
we must be dreaming of something 
somewhere else." 

Woven into the landscape of polt-

tics , the strangest weather relation-
ships can be found with the Labour/ 
El Nino and Liberal/La Nina complex. 
Look at the Robert Menzies years. 
Troubled in J 939-40 years , he smells 
the wet summer of 1950 coming and 
promises the earth to get elected . 
Three more La Nina years during the 
1950s, their wet summers growing 
plenty of feed in the back paddock 
and he's home oh the sheep's back. 
When the 1950 El Ninos come 
around, the Labour Party overheats 
during the cold war and disinte-
grates through internal division. 

Finally the run or El Ninos in the 
1960s proves too much for Menzies 
and he hands the crown on to Harold 
who finds it too hot, even on long 
swims. Liberal leadership is passed 
around until Whitlam is elected in El 
Nino 1972. Fraser returns on a La 
Nina. Hawke is voted in on the crest 
of a huge El Nino year. Keating is 
saved by the 1994 El Nino. Howard 
gets in in a wet year and just holds 
on despite the prevalence of an El 
Nino background finding him gener-
ally short or good weather. The 
1990s is the driest decade recorded , 
both in politics and weather. An ex-
hausted Mungo Millibar staggered 
from the stage, leaving you to won-
der how Collingwood performs dur-
ing El Ninos. 

"Hang on to it," wept Eddy. "Hang 
on to Warrandyte Gorge. It is a ref-
uge for plants and animals . It is an 
urban bushland oasis in the midst 
of a shattered ecology. It has a 
unique position as a protective 
gorge on a river corridor, at the in-
tersection of different bio-regions . 
An area with steep hidden gullies 
and secret places that provide many 
diverse and exclusive habitats at the 
confluence of many land formations, 
vegetations and animal communi-
ties. We must guard and protect its 
role in the survival of things. A place 
to wait out the storm." 

Feeling distinctly under the 
weather, I decided not to wait for the 
New Year's celebration. I would start 
now, in case the Big Party was a 
fizzer, as most New Year parties usu-
ally are . I leave the Mechanics Insti-
tute and stagger to the river, collaps-
ing on the bank. Slowly, the yargling 
of the Yarra currents put me to sleep 
and I enter a yowie of a dream. 

It was glacially cold . We drove 
through darkness, speeding into the 
black night, only to collide with an 
animal crossing the road. Surveying 
the damage, we were shockingly sur-
prised to find we had killed a Tas-
manian tiger. The thylacine of myths 
and mystery, dead at our feet. We 
had probably killed the last one on 
the planet. Hurriedly we threw the 
dead animal over the steep road 
verge towards the river and sped off 
1nto'tomorrow's night. 



New flag for Lions 
The Warrandyte Lions Club 
plans lo p r oduce a new 
bannerette to greet the new 
millennium. The bannerette is 
an A4 size rlag which is given to 
visiting Lions, notable people 
from the area or on Lions ' vis-
its overseas. They are seeking 
designs from the community. 
Entries will be displayed al the 
Grand llolel ancl there will be a 
$500 prize for the winning de-
sign. There is no age limit. If you 
are interested you can request 
an application form and 
guidlelines by writing lo "Mil-
lennium Bannerelle", C/- Geofl 
Marlin , Lions Club of 
Warrandyle, PO Box 18, 
Warrandyle , 3113. Comp leted 
art work and applications must 
be with the judging committee 
by November 30, 1999. 

Disco 
The next Warrandyte Blue Light 
Dance Party will be held on Fri-
day, October at the South 
Warrandyte llall in llall Road. 
The pre-junior (5 to 8) program 
runs from 5.30 to 7pm, and jun-
iors (9 to 14) between 7.30 and 
10.30pm. Cost is $3 for pre-jun-
iors and $5 for juniors , with 
drinks and food items $1.20 
each. Parents, please escort 
your children to and from the 
hall. Sergeant Keith Walker has 
asked us to thank the 
Warrandyte Market Committee 
for donating money to purchase 
bomber jackets, "which makes 
the police and ollicials there 
easy to identify". Further enqui-
r ies to Keith at 9844 323 1. 

Seniors 
Warrandyte Senior Citizens are 
holding their 37th Birthday 
Concert at th ei r ce ntre in 
Taroona Avenue on Thursday, 
November 11 . The concert is 
free and commences at 1pm. 
Afternoon tea is provided. For 
information ring Jacky Law on 
9844 3852. 

Volunteers 
Do Care are seeking volunteers. 
If you have an hour or two a 
week to spare you may be able 
to support someone in your 
community. Please cal l Do Care 
on 9871 1532 for details. 

VCE 
VCE biology students preparing 
for their Cat 3 may be interested 
in revision lectures to be held 
al Box Hill Institute , Building 4 
Auditorium , 465 Elgar Road , 
Box Hill on Sunday, October 24 
from 9.30am lo 3.30pm. Lec-
tures will be presented by Dr 
Michael Deland. Tickets will be 
on sale at the door but pre-
booking Is advised . Biology 
teachers may attend free o r 
charge. For application forms 
and details cali 9873 1984, busi-
ness and after hours. Cost is $25 
per day or $8 per session. 

Conducted by JUDY GREEN 
Drop your news in the letterbox in 
the front door of our office at the 
Community Centre, fax it to 9844 
4168, or post it to PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte, 3113, by the last Friday 
in the month. 

Interchange 
Interchange Inner East and the 
Lions Club or Warrandyte are 
again teaming up. As in the past 
six years Interchange is sharing 
the operation of the Lions Op-
portunity Shop providing vol-
unteers from October 11 to 24. 
They will also provide donated 
stock for this period. Inter-
change Inner East is a non-profit 
community organization that 
provides support to families 
who have a child with a disabil-
i ly across the Manningham , 
Booroondara, Monash and part 
of Whitehorse municipalities. 
In terchange also runs a host 
program for volunteers to host 
a child with a disability for a 
short period each month. Host 
carers can be single, a couple 
or a family. Ongoing support 
and training is provided . For 
informati on on the host pro-

MANNING HAM 

GARDENING GREENER 
Manningham City Council is proud to present gardening talks 
with a difference! 
Come along and hear inspiring speakers explore environmentally 
friendly gardening topics. Talks are free of charge, there will be 
prizes, giveaways and lots of fun so don't miss out! 
The last seminar in the series will be: 

COMPOSTING AND WORM FARMS 
with Stephen Ray 

Wednesday 20 October, 1999 at 7-30pm 
Doncaster Playhouse 

679 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 
Bookings are essential and close 

Friday 8 October, 1999. 
Sponsored by Gedyes and CERES 

For bookings and further information on this seminar and 
others in the series, contact Pam Papigiotis at Manningham 
City Council on 9840 9362. 

She's Lions' 
top kid 

Warrandyte High School Year 11 student 
Kylie Pearce (pictured) has won the Lions 
Club Youth of the Year award. She says she 
will spend the $600 prize on a trip to Japan. 
Kylie s outstanding academic record was a 
key factor in her win. 

Second place went to Drew Hanna, co-star 
of this year's high school production 
Sweeney Todd. He won $400. 

Third place was shared by another high 
school student, Ebony Gilbee, and promis-
ing netballer Amy Green. Each received 
$200. The organisations which nominated 
each winner received the same amount. 

The award was open to young locals aged 
between 16 and 18. Candidates had to make 
written submissions and then appear before 
an experienced panel which qulzzed them 
on their general knowledge, attitude 
towards key issues and their future 
aspirations. 

The finalists delivered a five minute 
speech at a Lions Club dinner. Award 
convenor Geoff Taylor said the judges found 
shortlisting the candidates difficult as they 
all boasteo excellent credentials. 

gram ring Anne or Jean on 9836 
9811. 

Exhibition 
A number of local artists are 
represented in a woodwork and 
photography exhibition which 
is being held at Melbourne's 
Valley of the Arts Visitor Infor-
mation Centre, 95 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte from September 18 
to October 17. Hours are from 
10am lo 4.30pm. 

Gallery 
Manningham Gallery are show-
ing a co llection of recent 
paintings by Di and John 
Kenders entitled In A Country 
Garden. The exhibition runs 
from October 4 to 24 at the gal-
I ery, 699 Doncaster Road , 
Doncaster. 

Arts 
The Warrandyte Arts Associa-
tion Annual Exhibition will be 
held in the Mechanics Institute 
Hall on November 5, 6 and 7. 

Drama 
A comedy-fa rce-Just The 
Ticket by John Waterhouse-
w i II be performed by the 
Warrandyle Theatre Company 
on November 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 
and 27. 

Dance 
The next South Warrandyte So-
cial Dance will be held at the 

South Warrandyte Hall on Sat-
urday, November 13. Cost is $5. 
For further information ring 
9723 3892 . There are a few tick-
ets still left for the New Year's 
dance. Ring 9844 3763 to book 
for this special event. 

Seminar 
At the November Green Wedge 
Seminar, Merilyn Grey from La 
Trobe University will discuss 
the distribution, habititat and 
breeding habits of the noisy 
miner. This will be held at the 
Currawong Bush Park confer-
ence room , Reynolds Road , 
Doncaster East, commencing at 
7.30pm. 

College 
The Eltham College Community 
Association's annual art and 
craft exhibition and sale will be 
held at the co ll ege on the week-
end of October 23 and 24. Heide 
director Warwick Reeder will 
open the exhibition at 8pm on 
Friday, October 22. $20 entry. 
Further enquiries to Lorri Hill 
at Eltham College on 9437 1421. 

Composting 
As part or Manningham 
council's Gardening Greener 
program , Stephen Ray will dis-
cuss composting and worm 
farms at the Doncaster Play-
house, 679 Doncaster Road, 
Doncaster on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 20, commencing at 7.30 pm. 
These talks are free. For further 
information call 9840 9348. 

LINDELL 
COURIERS 

A fast reliable Courier Service 
right at your door 
SAME DAY 

PICKUP & DELIVERY 
Warrandyte-to/ from just about anywhere 

in the greater Melbourne area 

0411417820 
AD COPY CLOSES ON THE 

LAST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
, ' ,, .. \ '' ' .. 

Worror.d ;te D,orv 15 

LARGE RANGE OF BARE-ROOTED TREES & ROSES 
• SEEDLINGS ALL $1 .95 PUNNET • SHRUBS FROM $4 
• PEA STRAW: $6.50 BALE • CARPET ROSES $10.50 

LADIES DAY- FRIDAYS-10% OFF 
RONC.DAY 
9844 332~9844 1568 
PICK UP & DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

1 MAHONEYS COURT WARRANDYTE 
"FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & GARDENING SUPPLIES' 

A~OTHER VIEW 
GAIL BURGOYNE 

• Cash Flows/BvJgqt,c~ •tj' I 
• Banl Rec.on.._,l,ot,oru · 
• Debtors / Cre.i,tors (Ofltrol = 11 ., 
• F,no"'-iol Repcds ~=~~.,., 
• 1veek.ly / M""thiy / Qvar+erly / A.,,,uolly 

Phone: 9844 4825 - Facs1m1le: 9844 4860 
Mobile: 015 518 080- Email : GAHILL@Bigpond.com 

GEOFF FELTHAM 
WALL & FLOOR TILER · 

Ph: 9844 2955 MOBILE: 0417 548 152 

Fashion for 
Tall Women 

CIVIL MARRIAGE 
CELEBRANT 

• Wedding Ceremonies 
• Namings 

• Renewal of Vows 

The Long Tall Clolhmg Company 
speoalizmg m clothmg designed 

tor tall women 

• Personalised ceremonies 
for that special day 

JOHN BYRNE 
9844 2155 

Mobile 0418 995 189 

"°"" Mon- Thur 9J0-300 
Fnday 930 · 530 
Saturday 9 JO 1 00 
and by app(Wltmen1 

2198 Souch Ponloe 
Blackbum. 31.JO 

"" 989-S8600 
Fu ()8..t ,1 2903 

www.LongTallClothing.com.au 

coLLif)JNr;, 7l ypM{S 
,:· H 

SPECIAL GUEST: Fiona Boyes-Acoustic Blues 
Wmu,yte Mechaniu lutitule, 8p11 
(~ar & su,,er mil1~le)Tickets $IS 
Boolria9s: Lin'• Carroll 9844 219S * Rolling Rhythms al Ringwood Golf 

Course Opening Night 13 Nov. I? 
JOE CAMIUERI & FRIENDS 

Booking essential , 9844 2195 j 
·nH-. .\.1 &UC. d' 

' 
1/"~ 

•

55 Stony Creek Rd 
North Warrandyte 

Ph 9844 1264 

CLOSING DOWN SALE 
1 WEEK ONLY 

18th to 22nd OCTOBER 
10.30am • 2pm each day 

ALL WOOLS/PATTERNS/NEEDLES ETC ... 
BELOW COST! 

Limited stocks so be earty .•. sony no credit cards 
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I BOBCAT I ROCK BREAKER 
I TIPPER HIRE 

•MINI EXCAVATOR 
Call Tony Humphreys 9712 0305 

or 0413 753 292 

Care about your 
environment? 

Naturally, I 
Why not th ink about 1 

joining your local I 
environment group? 

FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK 

Joan MacMahon 9844 321 3 
or Mike Coupar 9903 9567 

• Parker 

Signs 
Menu & Chalk Art 

Computer Cut Signs 
Banners Vehicles Shops 

A -Boards Magnetic Signs 

0419 881 262 
or 9844 2579 

P' 
i\lA I CHAM 

CONTROLLING RASCALLY RABBITS 
Rabbit Control Field Day 

Demonstrations and Talks will be given on ripping and harbour 
destruction, fum1gat1on, baiting, rabbit proof fencing, weed control 
and LOTS MORE 
When: Saturday 30 october 1999 
Where: St1ggants Reserve, Warrandyte (Mel 23:C12} 
Time: 10.00am - 2.00pm 

Hope to see you there! 
For more information contact: 
Parks Victoria: Glen Jameson. 
Phon: 9844 2659 
Manningham City Council : 
Donna Stoddart. 
Phone: 9840 9307. 
Nillumbik Shire Council: 
Damian Closs. Phone: 9433 3111 . 

TREES LOPPED, 
FELLED & REMQVED 

* s tumps c ut out * mulc h a vailable * f ree quotes * good w ork don e * rea son.able rates 

Phone Jim - 9712 0250 
(NORTH WARRA NDYTE) 

·-------· t•i','I•) ;J 3 
I Second Chance I 
: Furniture : 
I BEDS, BUNKS, DINING, I 

LOUNGES, DESKS, 
I WALL UNITS, COFFEE I 

TABLES.LAMPS, ETC. 
I Shop 3 I 
I 90 Melbourne Hill Road I 
I Warrandyte I 
I 9844 0488 I 
I I 

·-------· bradley curtis 
ELECTRICIAN 

• Domes11c 
• Corrmerc1al 
• Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Mairtenance all areas 

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

REC no. 6161 

Want it typed? 
Want it quick? 
Wont it local? 

Want a good price? 

Call Rainbow 
Secretarial SeNice on 

9844 2139 

BRICKWORK 
STONEWORK 

PAVING 
Etc. 

Phone: 
Bud Stringer 
9844 2448 or 

Alex Stringer 
9876 6007 

Mob 0414 761 754 

Rise and rise of 
the baby Bloods 
Warrandy t e Foo tball Club 
(WFC) was formed in 1905 and 
competed in lhe Eastern Dis-
tricts Football League (EDFL). 
In 1973. Lawrie Sloan became 
president of the WFC, immedi-
ately identifying the need for 
junior teams. 

At that lime the club had only 
an Under-IS team , the Under-
17s having been disbanded in 
197 1 for want of numbers and 
reinstated for the 1973 season . 

In 1974, Lawrie took his idea 
o f forming an Under-13 squad 
to the late John Mccartin se-
nior, who had assisted with the 
resinstal ement of the Under-
17s. The Under-13s were regis-
tered with the EDFL in 1974 and 
the following year Jim Voce had 
a discussion with Lawrie which 
led to the format illn of Under-9 
and Under- I I teams ( in keeping 
with the Jeague·s practi ce of 
runn ing uneve n numbers at 
tha t tim e) 

Lawr ie an d his advise rs ap-
p r oached th e fl edge ling 
Doncas t er Jun i or Foot ball 
League with a view l o joining 
that competition for the 1975 
season, bul after three hours of 
delibe ration the DJFL sa id i t 
could no t accom modat e 
Wa rrandy l e beca use th e 
season's fixtures had already 
been released . 

The WJFC was run by a sub-
committee of the senior club 
and Jim Voce was its first chair-
man . Hi s sub-committee per-
sons were June Voce, Barbara 
Sloan, Bery l Sturesleps and Ha-
zel Gray-true pioneering 
women. 

In the intiial years the senior 
club fully equipped the juniors 
wi th jumpers , socks el cetera 
and paid all their expenses. 

In 1976. th e EDFL started a 
jun ior competi tion (EDJFL) and 
Warrandyte joined it , register-
ing two Under-9 and two Under-
! I tea ms. Thal year, the first 
Lightning Premiership was held 
at Yarra Gl en, alongside the 
Yarra River, wh ich created huge 
prob lems wh en some o f th e 
boys w ent swimmin g in th e 
freezing waler. The Lightning 
Premiersh ip was never held 
there again. 

By 1979, the WJFC was finan-
cially secure enough to survive 
o n i ts own , buying its own 
equipment and paying its own 
accounts. 

During the early years , the 
WJFC treams were coached by 
Jim Voce, Tom Hay, Bill Lutlick, 
Brian Williams, David Mitchell , 
Eddie McLean, Geoff Day and 
John Mccartin senior. Much 
support cane from Joe Scicluna. 
Joe Peters , Cheryl Peters , 
Terry Sl oan . John Rollings , 
Eddie and Jo Morris and Robyn 
and Allan Dalli. 

Extensive assistance also 
came from Shirley McCartin , 
the matriarch of the Mcc artin 
footballin g dynasty, wh o was 
secretary of the club in I 974 , 
ran the cant een for a further I 0 
to I 2 years and is still time-
keeper, home and away, for the 
semor club 

Lawr ie Sloan resi gned as 
p resident of the senior club in 
1980 aft er an eight-year-stint 
and went on to the EDFL execu-
t ive. He returned as president 
in 1992 and served for three fur-
ther years to complete a record 
11 years in the chair. 

Th e hard work of those In-
volved in the early years of the 
WJFC saw a very strong follow-
ing, the Under- JO and Under-12 
teams each boasting about 60 
players. Th e Under- I4s and 
Under-I Gs were also very well 
supported, coach Ian Clarke 
developing a large group who 
later joined the senior club. 

There were several major de-
velopments during 1982 and 
'83 

After exten sive negotiations 
with EDFL management , 
Warrandyte withdrew the Un-
der-l0s and Under-12s from the 

• The development and expansion of Warrandyte Junior Football Club has been one 
of the success stones of sport in this town in recent years. From humble beginnings, 
the club fielded 10 teams last season in the Yarra Junior Football league, reaping a 
premiership and a host of individual honours. "A Brief Archival History" of the WJFC 
was presented in August to the club's annual dinner dance. Compiled by committee-
man ANTHONY MIRABELLA, it is the forerunner to a more detailed history to be un-
veiled next year. This is an edited version of the original document. 

Lawrie Sloan, seen here celebrating the seniors' 1993 
premiership over which he presided, was a key figure in 
developing junior football in Warrandyte. He was made a 
life member of the WJFC at the club's dinner dance in 
August. 

lightning premiership , citing 
undue hardship on the young-
sters , who were required to 
play "six 30-minute matches a 
day, often in atrocious weather 
conditions ". 

Warrandyte 's action was the 
catalyst for major reform of fu-
ture lightning premierships. In-
stead of parti c ipating in the 
1982-83 events , the WJFC held 
very successful family picnic 
days! 

In 1983, the WFC Coaching 
Co mmittee was created , 
chaired by then senior coach 
Kevin Mclean and comprising 
all coaches, the club president 
and the junior committee chair-
man. This committee promoted 
consistency of coaching stan-
dards and practices across the 
whole club and implemented 
skill testing and certification for 
the junior players. 

Presentation events were held 
together for the first time. 

The most important feature of 
this period was the much-im-
proved and mutually-beneficial 
interaction between the junior 
and senior sections of the club. 

It is widely acknowledged that 
no individual has expended 
more time and energy for the 
cause of the WJFC than Greg 
Alchin , president from 1991-94. 

In 1986, players had to pay for 
their own guernseys and $5 for 
team photos . Greg disagreed 
with this policy and set about 
raising funds for the club to 
ensure any financlal burden on 
families and players was elimi-
nated. 

When Greg was elected presi-
dent , the WJFC had a bank bal-
ance of $90. lie introduced a 
policy requiring the club to 
hold a full year's expenditure In 
advance and al the beginning of 
the 1995 season ft had a bank 
balance of more than $8000. 

This was a credit to Greg and 
his committee and highlighted 
the importance of shrewd plan-
ning and fund-raising. 

Greg Alchin was also 
Warrandyte 's long-term EDFL 
delegate and tribunal delegate 
and in 1996 became the club's 
inaugural director on the 
Doncaster and Districts Junior 
Football LeaguP He also repre-
sen ted Warrandyte on the 

league 's important Football 
Committee. 

Greg showed great dedication 
and commitment during his 
time with the WJFC and is cur-
rently coach of the Warrandyte 
Under-18s. 

In 1995, the club fielded four 
teams in the EDJFL-Under-10, 
12, 14 and 16. The Under-l0s 
boasted a squad of 32 players 
in 1994 and 28 in '95. The Un-
der- I2s had similar numbers . 

Unfortunately, because of this 
resrugence of interest in junior 
football and the resulting over-
supply of numbers , it was very 
difficult to give each player ad-
equate ground time and a few 
ripples were forming. 

It became increasingly obvi-
ous that problems lay ahead . 
Complaints started with par-
ents expressing concerns that 
their boys were not getting 
enough ground time and might 
even have to play out of their 
age group in the upcoming sea-
son. And so on . 

As a result , then president 
Malcolm Eyre approached the 
EDJFL with a view of forming 
single-aged teams . Although 
most clubs favoured the pro-
posal , it was rejected by the 
league executive. 

Now the WJFC had a crisis; it 
had an oversupply of players 
and a mass walkout was immi-
nent. Strong leadership and 
tough decisions were re-
quired-and Malcolm proved 
to be the right man for the task. 

Consulting with former presi-
dent Greg Alchln about the pos-
sibility of joining another 
league-and with a band of 
such enthusiasti lieutenants 
as "Gunna" Morello, Terry 
Pieper, lluck Bourke, "Nudge" 
Riddell , Owen Griffiths, Phil 
Meade and Tony Mirabella-It 
was decided lo again approach 
the DDJFL with the view of field-
ing Under-I I, Under-13 and pos-
sibly Under-IS teams in that 
competition. 

The DDJFL promised what-
ever assistance it could give to 
accommodate the club, but 
Warrandyte was required to 
become an incorporated body 
because the DDJFL was strictly 
a junior competition and semor 
club control or involvement 

was not permissable. 
Malcolm began tackling a 

mountain of legal work. When 
the senior club was advised of 
WJFC's decision, the initial re-
action was not favourable. But 
when the position was fully ex-
plained , the senior club did not 
stand in its way. 

In 1996 the WJFC became in-
corporated and joined the 
DDJFL while still fielding teams 
in the EDJFL. The club ran an 
Under- 11 and an Under-13 side. 
The Under-I ls were comprised 
of the top age group of the pre-
vious year's Under-I Os who had 
been dubbed the "Rampaging 
Baby Bloods" in honour of their 
"Mother's Day Massacre" in the 
1995 Lightning Premiership in 
which they won all four games. 
conceding only I.I while kick-
ing a total of 14.28. 

Although this super-talented 
team were undefeated for more 
than two seasons , they were 
unable to secure the 1995 Divi-
sion One flag in the very tough 
DDJFL competition, going down 
to arch rivals Beverley Hills. 

In 1997, the WJFC fielded eight 
teams in the DDJFL and an Un-
der-I6 side in the EDJFL. This 
created coordination difficul-
ties and an unnecessarily heavy 
workload liaising with two sepa-
rate leagues and it was decided 
that in season 1998 all ties 
should be severed with the 
EDJFL. 

All teams except an Under-14 
side short of numbers were 
fielded in the Yarra Junior Foot-
ball League, formed by the 
amalgamation in 1997 of the 
DDJFL and the Hawthorn and 
Districts Junior Football 
League. 

The 1998 season was magnifi-
cent for the WJFC, who now 
boasted nine teams in the Y JFL, 
an increase of five teams which 
the EDJFL could not cater for. 

Four teams reached the finals 
that year and two made the 
grand final. 

The Under-I Is, under coach-
ing supremo Mathew Matheou, 
landed the first premiership for 
Warrandyte, defeating Beverley 
Hills by 56 points. 

The Under-17 Colts were the 
pride of the WJFC and they also 
made the grand final. They were 
a motley crew of footballers, 
comprised of players of notable 
skills such as Aiden Davey and 
Luke Naughtin, centreline dy-
namo Liam Mulcahy, aerialist 
Crag Dick, nonchalant full-for-
ward Brad Creer and other bril-
liant performers such as Sean 
Irvine and Rick Templeton. 

Under the guidance of Greg 
Alchin and long-time Warran-
dyte doyen of coaching Eric 
Houghton , these boys provided 
an exhibition of grand final foot-
ball, beating Park Orchards 
I 1. 11 (77) to 4.4 (28) . 

The Colts had won a second 
premiership for Warrandyte, 
b reaking a 12-year-drought-
the last flag having been won by 
the Under-16s in 1986. 

Liam Mulcahy, now a senior 
player, was best on ground and 
Eric Houghton lost his voice 
barking Instructions and tactics 
from the boundary. 

Many of the players in that 
Colts team are now making 
their marks In senior football tn 
Warrandyte. 

The WJFC had started to flex 
their muscles and Terry Pieper 
had presided over two flags in 
his first year at the helm. 

The Young Bloods had come 
of age in the powerful Y JFL 
competition. 



By WALTER DEWt 
and JUDY GREEN 

Despite competition for 
spectators from AFL and 
NRL football fin als, 
Warrandyte Tennis Club's 
14th Gold town Open Ten-
nis Tournament provided 
two weekends of spec-
tacular match play. 

Top event of the tournament, 
tlte Open Singles, was won by 
Ben Ruzicka who defeated Pe-
ter Swanell, 6-3, 7-6. Although 
Ruzicka was successful in 
straight sets, the match was a 
hard-fought con test, culminat-
ing in a second set tie-break. 

Ruzicka began his final stand 
more assertively than In previ-
ous rounds. Swanell seemed to 
be playing more slowly than the 
peak he reached during earlier 
matches. He appeared tired, fol-
lowing hard semi-finals-in 
both singles and doubles-the 
previous day. 

Ruzicka, 22, plays number two 
position in the State Grade team 
for Essendon . Originally from 
Warrnambool, he has been 
training hard in Victorian twi-
li ght tournaments, where he 
has experienced some success . 

Peter Swanell plays State 
Grade number two position for 
Dingley. He is a professional 

rs 
Top tennis back 
at Warrandyte 

coach. 
Of particular local interest 

was the final of the Open 
Doubles, won by Warrandyte 
coach and Grace Park State 
Grade player Aaron Nolan who 
partnered another State Grade 
competitor, Justin Matt. Despite 
an erratic beginning the match 
developed into an aggressive 
volleying game with excellent 
passing shots. They defeated 
Chris Brown and Peter Swanell, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Justin Matt is coach at Kanga-
roo Ground and Burnt Bridge 
tennis clubs. 

In the men's A Singles, Ivan 
Stankovski and Wonga Park lo-
cal Mathew Barr battled it out 
through a close match. Hard 
and long rallies extended the 
first set to over an hour before 
Barr edged ahead, winning 6-4. 
Stankovski then went on to 

dominate the match, winning 
the following two sets , 6-4 , 6-0 

Thirty-one top Victorian play-
ers competed In the Men's 
Open Singles, with more than 50 
competitors in the tournament 
overall. Eight State Grade play-
ers participated in the open 
singles. 

According to tournament di-
rector Ruth Rankin, the event 
"provided a high standard of 
competitive tennis. It offered a 
great opportunity for Warran-
dytians and others to enjoy 
watching the skills, cha llenges 
and emotions of the game at a 
level not readily available lo-
cally." 

Reluctantly suspended two 
years ago due to difficulties in 
securing sufficient sponsor-
ship, the championship was 
revitalised by the club as a 3-
star Tennis Victoria event, with 
a prize-winners ' purse of $3000. 
Major sponsorship was pro-
vided by Phillip Webb Real Es-
tate, with a contribution from 
Warrandyte Cellars. 

"Although the numbers were 
adequate to ensure a strong 
competition," Ms Rankin said, 
"plans are already being devel-
oped to attract more players 
next year." 

The Goldtown previously in-
cluded a women's competition. 
" It would be excellent if 
women's events could be added 
next year," Ms Rankin said. 

"Some brilliant as well as 
eventful tennis was evident dur-
ing the two weekends of the 
competition," club president 
Mark Bence said. "The AFL and 
NRL football finals clashed with 
the last weekend of the tourna-
ment, resulting in lower than 
anticipated spectator num-
bers." 

Local tennis enthusiasts are 
congratulating the Goldtown 
tournament committee-Paul 
Gilling, Jeanette Cleaves, Aaron 
Nolan, Ruth Rankin and Mark 
Bence-on the success of the 
event and thanking them for 
having resurrected an impor-
tant occasion on Warrandyte 's 
sporting calendar. 

Mark Bence hopes to have the 
date moved forward a few 
weeks next year, "so players 
can use it as a warm-up event 
for major satellite tourna-
ments". 

local interest: Justin Matt 
(left), Kangaroo Ground 
coach and Aaron Nolan, 
coach at Warrandyte, were 
victorious in the Men's 
Open Doubles. 

' -

The man with the golden arm: Ben Ruzicka took out top honours at the Goldtown 
tournament winning the Men's Open Singles. (Pictures by Sandy Burgoyne) 

Local kids capture flags 
Two Warrandyte Tennis Club junior teams 
brought home winners' flags following the 
grand finals of the Eastern Region Tennis 
winter season. 

Mixed 3 (Chris Chapman, Joel Drew, Rod 
Mccutcheon, Katrina Sochakl and Tamara 
Valentino) defeated Parkwood, five sets to 
three. Boys 18 (Michael Simpson, Alex 
Beltramln, Nick Atkins, Michael Anderson 
and Simon Pickard) defeated Batterham Park 
In a very tight match that culminated In an 
extra deciding set. 

Mixed 5 and 9 and Boys 8 lost their grand 
finals lo Mooroolbarlc, orth Ringwood and 
Doncaster respectively, all by very mall 
margins. Mixed 28, who were fourth on the 
ladder, were well beaten by Donvale. 

Warrandyte has entered 15 junior team in 
the Eastern Region Tennis competition for the 
coming summer season. 

Fourteen teams will play on SatUTdays and 
one on Sundays. 

Courts at South Warrandyte have been 
hired to cater for the extra numbers. 

~Ming's Warrandyte 
CHINESEBESTAIJRANT (BYO) 

* No MSG * Fast service 
* No artificial flavouring * Phone orders welcome 
* No artificial colouring * Special banquet menu 

TAKE AWAY WELCOME-OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK Trading Hours 
Sun-Thu 5-9.30pm 

Shop 6, 92 Melbourne Hill Road, West End Shopping Centre, Warrandyte Fri-Sat 5-10.30pm 
(opposite Warrandyte Oval) Melway 35:C2 

PHONE 981t4 2288 



Schooled for 
stardom 

By CLINTON GRYBAS 
Maree incent has become 
prett ood at turning 
dreams into reaht . o when 
the 19- ear-old says she is 
either going to be a 
professional basketballer or 
start her own res taurant 
ome time down the track, 

you'd better believe her. 
The Warrandyte 

basketballer recently 
finished a 14-week holida 
back at her Brackenbur y 
Lreet home and is now 

embarking on a second 
season of hoops with the 
kagil alley Cardinals, a 

1unior college of 2000 
students just outside 
eattle in the U . 
And at this stage. things 

couldn ' t be better. "I've had 
the Lime or my life. it 's been 
so much fun," she en-
thused. ·t made so many 
friends in my first year and 
the basketball is really 
good.-

Mind you. when you' re 
playing as well as she is on 
a winning learn it's hard not 
l o enjoy lhe competition. 
Maree averaged an 
impressive 11 points and 
five assists per game as 
point guard for the 
Cardinals, which boasted a 
27-5 record and eventual 
third place in their 
conference. 

Her efforts in the end-of-
season tournament play (or 
finals as we would call it) 
netted her a spot on the all-
star team. She averaged 26 
points in the post-season, 
including a match-winning 
pair or free-throws with live 
seconds lelt in a sudden-
death contest. 

The dream of playing 
basketball in the US became 
possible alter she starred 
during a tour there with a 
Nunawading Spectres l earn 
in late 1997. A scout from 

eattle Paci fi c Un iversity was 
at a match watching one of 
Maree's opponents, but the 
Warrandyte gi rl's dazzling 
form impressed him so much 
that she was offered a rour-
year scholar hip. 

But when she arrived to take 
up the olfer she discovered 
her school marks just weren 't 
qui te high enough. 

·1 missed out by 0.1 or a 
grade point to go there, but 
they were really keen to have 
me lor the year alter so they 
arranged for me to go to 
kagit Valley,- Maree said. 

"They said go there ror a year 
because they have an 
excellent team." 

Maree spent the year not 

'It's a special 
kind of bond 
the team had' 
only working on her basket-
ball but also her grades, 
boost ing her initial 1.0 score 
(out of 4.0) to 3.1, easily 
enough l o quali fy lor a 
scholarship. 

And while Seattle Pacific 
Univers i ty again offered the 
scholarsh ip, she decided to 
complete her biology degree 
at Skagit Valley. 

"I was having so much run 
there that I wanted to stay," 
Maree said. "Seatt le Paci fi c 
said iJ you want a three-year 
scholarship here it is, but I 
told them I would rather stay 
at Skagit to finish my two-year 
degree." 

She now aims to complete 
this season and then go to 
college and embark on a lour-
year business degree, ii nol al 
Seattle Pacific then elsewhere. 

" I have already been in 
contact with St Marys College 

Home-grown talent 
Maree Vincent in action 

for the Skagit Valley 
Cardinals 

In California, an NCAA 
Division One school and one 
or the best in college basket-
ball ," she said . 

"Their coach is really 
interested in me. He sent me a 
whole package on the school 
and I was looking through it 
saying I know these girls rrom 
TV and thinking wow. They 
play Notre Dame, Duke and all 
of the top schools. 

" o I may even have a 
scholarship before I start the 
second year at Skagit ." 

Maree says the on-court goal 
for this second year is to net 
her coach another 
premiership. 

"He's been at Skagit 22 years 
and won six championships. 
He knows what it's like to win 
one and he wants the team to 
reel that. 

"He's been absolutely 
fabulous for me, like a second 
dad. He took me on and I want 
to return the favour. 

"A few times I got homesick 
and broke down al training or 
at class and he would come to 
my rescue. And the girls in the 
basketball learn would come 
and say let's go out lor dinner 
and the whole team would go 
out. It 's a special kind of bond 
the team had and I like that. " 

It's a bond formed by the 
large amounts of time the 
team spends together. 

"I didn't even get a second 
to myself. My spare time is 
when I sleep. It 's really hectic, 
but if you gel into a routine 
it's OK and you can manage." 

So far the teenager who 
started with the Warrandyte 
Redbacks when she was just 
six has managed pretty well. 
Her parents, Arthur and 
Jenny, spent time with her in 
the US last season and will 
return after Christmas. If 
Maree's current form is any 
indication they might be 
spending a lot more time over 
there in years to come. 

1pagi1ig Redbacks! 
By DAMIAN ARSENIS 

Warrandyte Basketball Club 
capped olf a huge EDJBA grand 
final weekend with an amazing 
JO p remierships from 17 ap-
pearances. The boys and the 
gir ls each came home wi th live 
pennants. 

There were a number of re-
ma rk.able wi ns by the 
Redbacks, none more so than 
that of Gavin Whi tmore's UI I 
AR boys 

Playing Balwyn in the big one, 
they were unable to keep up 
alter a blistering opening to the 
game and trailed by lour at half-
t ime. Balwyn's depth and sti-
lling defence was taking its toll 
on the Redbacks, who looked 
down and out when they were 
six in arrears with two minutes 
logo. 

But in one of the most inspi-
rational displays In the club's 
grand final history, Robert Gray 
stepped up to grab the lead for 
Warrandyte. 

The Redbacks held on In the 
game's frantic dying moments 
to win by a point, 47-46. 

Gray finished with 23 points. 
18 of those lo the second half. 

Playing for the title of best 
team In the EDJBA, Malcolm 
Anderson's Ul9 boys fell Just 
one win short of claiming back-
to-back A-jrade titles. 

A win over Park Orchards in 
the preliminary final, gave the 
boys a shot at revenge against 

Last-gasp locals save the day 
Warrandyte bad four representatives win na-
tional titles at the recent Ul4 boys and girls na-
tional club basketball championships at Knox-
Myles Pearce playing for Eltham and Casey 
Hawley, Renee Buck and Gemma Arthurson for 
NunawadJng. 

Pearce waa the match-winner for fJtham over 
North Adelaide In a stirring grand final . 

Jumped at the start and traJDng JS-2, the Wild-
cat. fought back tenaclously and Pearce lived 
out every player's dream by nalllng a clutch 
three-pointer with just seconds lo go lo grab the 
lead and the national crown. 

Pearce finished the game with 13 point. and 
and an average of 16 over eight games In five 
days. 

Back had a simllar dream experience. Play-
Ing alonpde Redback clubmates Hawley and 

Arthunon, she also connected on a clutch three-
pointer to win the title for the Spectres. 

Nuoawadlng were virtually unchallenged In 
the minor rounds until rudely awoken by 
Adelaide club Sturt, whom they faced again In 
lb~ final after defeating Geelong In a aeml. 

Slurt and the Spectres traded basket. In a 
thrllllng finale and scores were locked on 36 
apiece with 1.30 on the clock. 

Buck then loaded up and swished a huge 
three-pointer to secure what would be a match-
winning lead, Sturt missing two late opportu• 
nltles. 

It was a remarkable achievement by the 
Warrandyte four and, as Olympian Phil Smythe 
saJd at the presentatJon ceremony: Mil will be 
something they will remember fonver." 

Balwyn, who had beaten them 
by three points in their semi. 
Unfor tuna tely, an intense de-
fence blanketed Warrandyte, 
keeping their sharp-shooters at 
bay. 

changed tacti cs, the crowd 
fired up and the Redback.s ran 
Nunawading off the floor. 

pleted a meteoric rise, emerg-
ing from an early-season slump 
to be division premiers. 

Callum Anderson did his best 
to keep the Redbacks in the 
game, but they went down fight-
ing, 49-21. 

Anderson was able to make 
amends with his Ul I CS boys, 
who defeated Nunawading. 

Doing it tough against the 
taller and physically stronger 
Vikings, they were down &-7 at 
the break, but And erson 

Playing a last-breaking game, 
they capitali sed on uncon-
tested lay-ups to win 2~15. 

Tristan Messerle coached his 
UIS A2 girls to a nail-biting JO. 
27 win. The girls had beaten a 
number of Al sides during the 
season , only to be relegated to 
the A2 finals and Messerle be-
lieves th ey will be a/.otent 
force In the years ahea . 

The same could be said of his 
Ul I BS2 boys. Playing terrific 
t eam basketball , they com-

Leanne Singh guided her "ba-
bles" -the U9 A3 gJrls.--to a 19-
11 win, over Nunawadlng, the 
little Redbacks coming out fir-
Ing after a close first half . 
Stephanie Smith was Instru-
mental In creating the winning 
break and was game MOP. 
Natalie Metcalf top-scored with 
nine points. 

Gavin Whitmore made It two 
premierships for the day by 
masterminding a nine-point win 
over Park Orchards with a de-

pleted Ul 7 A2 gi rl s li ne-up. 
Wi th two Ul 5s making up the 

numbers, Warrandyte ca lled on 
their grand linal experience to 
eke out an early first-hall advan-
tage then stride to a IO-point 
lead. Whitm ore had just lour 
players left standing on court to 
finish the game, but they did It 
In style. 

Ian Wood 's day began bril -
lian tly when his U9 CS boys 
stormed home to beat Banyule 
20-!Salter trailing all game. The 
Redback.s stormed home, reel-
ing off eight unanswered points 
in the last four minutes . 

Wood's day then took a dive, 
his entire Ul9 Bl girls team be-
ing fouled out of a rough and at 
times spiteful game against 
Eltham. 

Woods was furious with some 
of the refereeing decisions. 
"Forty-eight fouls In a game--
that's all I can say." he said. 

Anne Cutler was game MOP In 
the 31-20 loss. 

Lorraine Parfitt guided her 
Ul 3 B girls to a I 0-0 start 
against Bulleen then saw them 
weather a late Boomers revival 
to win 27-19. And Matt Treeby's 
Ul3 BM2 boys, leadlng by nine 
points at half-time against 
Banyule-thanks largely to 
some great work In the paint by 
MOP Che Planta-wlthstood 
physical pressure to win 3S-20. 

Treeby praised his team for 
their hard work and attitude 
and believes the best Is yet to 

come. Expect more, l oo, from 
Treeby's U9 CM boys, who fell 
shor t at the last hurdle. 

Alt er blazing their way into 
the grand final with a win over 
Don cas ter, th e Ul 7 girl s of 
Simon Van Der Oord looked the 
goods to beat Eltham but went 
into the game undermann ed 
thanks to bouts of tonsillitis . 

Warrandyte struggled to 
match it with a full -strength 
WIidcats unit but remarkably 
were still In touch at the inter-
val. Eltham ran away In second 
half, however, the Redbacks 
going down 28-14 and finishing 
with only lour on court. 

Nigel Walsham's UIS Cl 2 girls 
exceeded all expectations by 
coming from fourth position to 
win the title against Banyule. 
Warrandyte con~ded height 
and strength to Banyule, but set 
up a first half-lead.and repelled 
a late rally to win 27-16. 

Most of the U9 D2 girls of club 
pr.esident Karen Pearce were 
playing In their first grand final 
and despite an outstanding 
game by MOP Ashlee Colllns 
went down 20-11 to Koonung. 

Pearce was happy with her 
team's performance and ex-
pects them to learn a great deal 
from the experience. 

Gary Grant 11 thinking along 
the same lines. After a promis-
ing start to the game against 
Eltham, his U9 CC boys were 
swamped , but fought very 
bravely to go down 14-2. -



By ADAM WHITE 
Warrandyte Cricket 
Club's new Chandler 
Shield season got off to a 
disastrous start with a 
thrashing from South 
Ringwood at home on Oc-
tober 9. 

Set a tough target ol 287 lor 
victory, the Bushrangers could 
manage only 154 despit e a 
strong start by Shane Baker and 
Stephen Bell , who put on 50 lor 
the lirst wicket. 

Bell was in great touch , the 
most comfortable ol the 
Warrandyte batsmen In his ag-
gressive yet thoughtful innings. 
But just when he looked like 
taking control ol the South 
Croydon attack he picked out 
cover with a mistimed drive to 
be back in the pavilion alter 
making 37 ol the hall-century 
opening stand. 

His dismissal signalled a mini 
collapse, Warrandyte losing 
two more wickets in the space 
ol three runs to be struggling at 
3/53. 

Baker, who was looking solid 
at the crease, was run out dur-

tes' sorr 
ing a mix-up with captain Greg 
Tregear and the skipper himself 
was caught at mid-oll. 

Cameron Day, playing his cus-
tomary attacking style ol 
cricket, looked like lilting the 
Bushrangers out ol trouble , 
llrst with Adam White , who 
made just seven belore being 
brllllantly caught behind , and 
then with Andrew Jarvis. 

With Day in the pilot's seat, 
Warrandyte reached 4/108 just 
alter tea and were still in with a 
chance. But another co llapse 
was to lollow. 

Jarvis was clean bowled !or I 0 
and Day was caught while try-
ing to lilt the ball over the in-
field alter making an exciting 38 
against the trend ol play. 

When Paul Montgomery was 
caught at point lor just one, the 
Bushrangers had slumped to 7/ 
I 10. 

Wicketkeeper Matthew 
Chapman and pace bowler 
Gerald Walshe gave the innings 
some semblance ol respectabil-

Cameron Day: top-scored 
for Warrandyte. 
ity with a bright I 9 and a hard-
hilting 24 respectively, but the 
target was clearly well beyond 
Warrandyte·s reach and the in-
nings ended on I 54. 

Rain prevented the visitors 
batting a second time. 

It was always going to be dif-
licult lor the home side alter 

letting South Ringwood make 
286 on the lirst clay. Three ol 
their batsmen made scores 
over 50, something not one 
Bush ranger could manufacture 
in reply. 

Warrandyte's bowlers worked 
hard but lacked any great ren-
etration on the lirst clay o the 
season . White bowled his off-
spin consistently, linishmg with 
4/70 oll 21 overs. and was well 
supported by Chris Snaidero, 
who recovered lrom a poor 
start to take three wickets in 
the second session . 

South Ringwood were 6/190 at 
one stage and then 8/212, but 
six dropped catches lor the af-
ternoon and the Bushrangers ' 
inability to linish oll the innings 
did nothing lor the cause. 

Captain Greg Tregear la-
mented his team's missed op-
portunities, both in the lield 
and with the bat. 

"It was a little frustrating," he 
said after the game. "We were 
unabl e to take our chances 
when the catches came our way 
during the lirst day and a few 
ol us, when we batted, were 
unable to go on with the job al-
ter working so hard early. 

"Tha t's o lten the dlllerence 
between winnmg and losing." 

However, Tregear was quick 
to praise the performances ol 
some ol his younger flayers as 
he looked at some o the posi-
tives to take into the next game 

-1 thought players like Matt 
Chapman, Andrew Jarvis and 
also Cam Day really showed 
some good signs for us," he 
said. "But they. like everyone 
else, have to work that little bit 
harder to turn good perfor-
mances into victories . 

"I really don't think w e are lar 
oll the mark. We just have to 
work that little bit harder as a 
team to be able to match it with 
the better sides in Lhe competi-
tion ." 

Warrandyte now travel to 
Templestowe, keen to put the 
South Ringwood loss behind 
them with a much-needed vic-
tory to l ilt spirits and keep on 
pace with the top sides. 

News was not bright either 
lrom the other three 
Warrandyte senior teams in the 
Round I action. All sullered 
heavy losses. 

Seven wickets to speedster 
Peter Raby were not enough to 

hit the second eleven to Victory 
They batted miserably, losing 
18 wickets lor just 123 in two 
visits to the crease. 

The thirds did little better, 
bemg bundled out fOf' 93111 their 
first innmgs Brett Kime wa..~ the 
best of the Warrandyte bats-
men, with 44 South Rmgwood 
replied with 182. Kline again 
starring, this time with tha ball , 
with 3/13. 

The fourths also fell way short 
ol matching South Rmgwood , 
who amassed 9/320. In reply, 
Warrandyte made 73and 1/108, 
club president DaVJd Gee hit-
ting an unbeaten 49 in the sec-
ond innings. 

DETAILS 
FIRSTS: Warrandyte 154 (Day 38, Bell 

37, Walshe 24 , CllaplllU 19) Im II 
South Ringwood 286. 

SECONDS: Warran4yte 64 11141 8159 
lost lo Soulll Rinpoe4 235 (lb., 7 /48) . 

TIIIRDS: WarraMyte 93 (Kf• 44) IIN 
6/148 (Bricllbill 42 no) les1 to 
Ringwood 182 (Kline 3/13, s-•• 3/ 
52). 

FOURTHS: Warrandyte 73 allll 1/108 
(Gee 49 no) lost to So RillfWao4 9/ 
320 (Aly 5/69) . 

Our Mack Clarkson cops the lot 
Bloods on-baller 
everyone's best 

By LEE TINDALE 
On-baller Mack Clarkson put 
the icing on a magnificent sea-
son by taking Warrandyte Foot-
ball Club's senior best and !air-
est award at the vote coun t on 
October 3. 

Clarkson, 25, the EFL's best on 
ground in the Blood 's memo-
rable one-point grand final vic-
tory over Knox on September 5, 
had won the league Third Divi-
sion best and !airest just two 
nights belore accepting the 
club honour. 

In a remarkablke and perhaps 
unprecedented show or consis-
tency, he polled in each of 
Warrandyte's 18 home-and-
away games. He was a runaway 
winner, scoring 31 votes to win 
by eight lrom star recruit Chris 
Corneil. 

Skipper John O'Brien, lion-
hearted ruckman Kimb erly 
O'Connor-a lour-time win-
ner-and Greg Pearce tied lor 
third , on 20. 

Clarkson polled only two lirst 
votes but such was his consis-
tency that he gathered nine sec-
ond-bests and seven thirds. 

"Mack won the league award 
on Fridau night-but this is the 
one he really wanted, " his 
coach, Lex Munro, told the vote 
count luncheon at the Grand 
Hotel belore presenting the 
club award. 

Clarkson agreed. "It's a great 
honour to get your name up on 
the wall and become part ol the 
club's history," he said . 

"Let's all get there pre-season . 
It will be a big challenge in Sec-
ond Division, but we' re up to it. 
We're a very good team .' 

Second-placed Cornell was 
the other major individual suc-
cess story ol Warrandyte's 
great season. 

Cornell, who played all his 
junior lootball lor Warrandyte, 
was recruited lrom Diamond 

Valley club Hurstbridge alter a 
pre-season clearance wrangle 
and slotted straight into the 
senior side with telling ellect. 
Just 22, he will be an invaluable 
asset lor many seasons to 
come. 

The Reserves best and !airest 
award was shared in unusual 
c irc umstances (see In Red & 
White on Page 2) on 25 votes by 
Danny Weatherley and Terry 
Ryan . Ashley Grybas was sec-
ond with 22 and Jarrod 
O'Connor third on 21 

The Under-18s was won by 
Aidan Davey, who polled 47 
votes to beat Rick Templeton 
(43) and Craig Dick (40). The 
three placegetters had been 
outstanding in a team which 
struggled lor numbers and are 
destined to make names lor 
themselves in senior lootball. 

AWARD WINNERS 
SENIORS: Best and fairest: Mack 

Clarkson 1, Chris Cornell 2, John 
O'Brien , Kimberly O'Connor, Greg 
Pearce 3. Coach's award: Oale Vilirittl. 
Most Improved: Adam Burwick. Oarryl 
Valentin memorial Shield (most deter-
mined): Aaron Woolley. Gary (Madge) 
Alsop Award (most determined): Kim· 
berly O'Connor.11est first-year player: 
Glen Carle. Leading goalklcker: Chris 
Quinlan (67 goals}. Tracey (Snowy} 
Prior Memorial Award (best 
clubperson): John O'Brien. 

RESERVES: Best and fairest: Oanny 
Weatherley, Terry Ryan 1; Ashley 
Grybas 2; Jarrod O'Connor 3. Coach's 
award: Brendon Baker. Most Improved: 
Matt Chapman. Most consistent: Craig 
Shackleford. Geoff Oarby Memorial 
Shield (most determined): Robert Ryan. 

UNOER·18s: John Mccartin Memorial 
Shield (best and fairest): Aldan Davey 
1, Rick Templeton 2, Craig Dick 3. 
Coach's award: Ben McLean. Most Im· 
proved: Andy Moore. Most determined: 
Steve Mooney. Most consistent: Rich-
ard England. Eddie Haughton Memorial 
Shield: Rick Templeton. 

Littlies on the run again 
Little athletics Is on again, with 
the Maroondah club at 
Ringwood catering lor young-
sters lrom the Warranclyte area. 

Meetings are held each Satur-
day morning lrom October to 
March at Proclamation Park lor 
under-7s through to under-15s 
and all compet~tors have the 

opportunity to win medals for 
personal bests throughout the 
season. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the lun is Invited to contact 
Maroondah president Julie 
Stewart (9783 3844 BH) or team 
manager Loris McLean (9844 
1246). 

Above: Mack Clarkson acknowledges his club best and 
fairest award. What a player! What a season! Below: Under-
18s best and fairest Aidan Davey. 

After you, 
my boy! 

Father lollowecl son to centre 
stage at Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club·s presentation 
day last month. 

Dylan Matheou had already 
been up to accept his Under-12s 
best and !airest trophy and 
made a return trip Lo collect his 
award lor representing the 
Yarra Junior Football League in 
the interleague game against 
Waverley. 

He was followed into the spot-
light by dad Mathew, who won 
the interleague coaching award. 
having directed that YJFL side 
to a comprehensive victory 

Math eou senior. the new 
WJFC president , had also 
coached Warrandyte's Under-
! Is to last year·s premiership 

The name most mentioned at 
presentation day was that of 
Luke Naughtin, a member ol 
last year·s Colts premiership 
side. 

Naughtin was runner-up this 
time to Andrew Gordon as Colts 
best and !airest , was best linals 
player, equal third with team-
mate Tim Andrews in the league 
best and fairest and vi ce-cap-
tain ol the league's Colts Team 
ol the Year. 

Since presentation day. three 
WJCF Under- 14s have been se-
lected in the Eastern Ranges 
development squad. 

They are Daniel Mirabella, 
Ben Piggott and Tommy 
Urbano. Their selection is fur-
ther testimony to the strength 
ol junior lootball 111 this town . 

TROPHY WINNERS 
COLTS: Best and fairest: Andrew Gor-

don 1, Luke Naughlin 2, Scott Vicltery 
3. Most consistent: James Johnston. 
Coach's award: Luan Yen . Most deter-
mined: Tim Andrews. Most courageous: 
Piers Brown. Best finals player: Luke 
Naughtln . lnlerleague representative: 
Andrew Gordon . YJFL awards: Luke 
Naughtin, Tim Andrews (e~ual third). 
YJFL Colts Team of Year: Lu e Naughlin 
(V·C). 

UNOER·14s: Best and !airest: Ben 
Piggott 1. Tom Urhno 2, Josh 
Brougham 3. Encouragement a ar•: 
Josh McKellar. Most consistent: Tom 
Naughtin. Coach's award· David Moclt. 
Training award: Michael Snola. Best 
tlnals player: Oanlel Mlrahlla . 

lnterteagae represealatiwe: 
Pidgeon (capt) . YJFL awar4: Jolla 
Burgoyne (B&f). Eastern flantes R1atie 
of year: Ben Piggott. Smoke free c.p 
representatives: Daniel lllira•efla, Ben 
Piggott, Tom Urlano , Ha~e• Wall. 

UNOER-13s: Best an4 fairest Jobn 
Burgoyne 1, Jordan Canum 2, Rlcbard 
Carroll , Trubn Maddacts 14nl 3. Most 
improved: Glen Mallen. Eacnra1e-
ment awar4: William Homn1. Mast 
consistent Jarra4 Tayler. llost coura-
geous: Oean Heller: lnterlea1ve re,re-
sentative: Dean Heller. 

UNDER-12s: BeS1 and lalrest Dyla11 
Matheou 1, James Davis 2, James 
Singh . Most imprnd: Sean Carter. 
Most consistent: Matty Short . CUdl's 
award: Jared Fitzpatricl1. llost 4eter-
mined: Lynden Ai.lston. tater1ea11e 
representative · 
lnterleague coadl: Mathew Ma eoe. 

UNDER-11 GREEJI: Best au fairest 
Hamish Hosking 1, Alu Beltrami• 2, 
David Wildmith, Lab Euery e~J 3. 
Most lmprowed: Chris Watsu. llost 
consistent : Dion Mellet-Trealur. 
Coach 's award:Tom Mnt 
courageon: Chris McOoe1al. IHI fi-
nals player : Davl4 Wi14smitb . 
lnterleagee Xu 
Belding . 

UNOER-11 BROWN: Best alNI fairest 
Roh rt Petracca 1, hike 2. 
Alastair Malcett 3. Mesi i!Rpf0ff4: Ridl 
Curtis . Most consistent: Put 
Coach's awar4: An4rew Bain. Mesi 
determined: Ryan HeiMr1. 

UNDER-10 GREEN: BHI IN fairest 
Tyson fitzgeral4 1. Tom IIIH4octs 2, 
Jack Sleeman 3. Most I..,.._.: Patrick 
Nicol. Mast cuslstut: Jeremy 
Andrews . Coacll 's awar4 : James 
Johnson . Most •etermiad: E4war4 
Saunders. Best finals ,11yer: Tom 
Maddocts . Y JFL awar4s: 
Fitzgeral4 B&F. 

UNOER-10 BROWN: Best aN fairest 
Nicholas Cres,11 1, Plttf c.•~ 2, 
Nicholas Mn4e 3. 
anr4: Brennaa Jollasoa. llnt ceais-
tent Jestin Hell, Clacll's' a-4: D111iel 
Skumlk. Most Nldlolas 
Mill. lnter1eatH fll"SIMI : Peter 
Cudmore 

UNDER-9 WARRIORS: est alll !air-
est: Rowan lllallet-Treatear 1, Tnsllll 
Valentino 2. Na II Gen! 3. Etlces· 
a1ement an~: JIiii II Petracca Most 
consistent: Jesh11 Ila ey. Cudl's 
award: MlcbHI Whittle . Ill st 4eter· 
mind: Oavi4 arelle . 

UNDER-9 BLOODS: I st I fairest 
Reece Timer 1, Peun t, 111 
McLeo4, Ro 1e 11 ecul 3. st 
consistent: D Cudl ·s 
awar4: Sam Casey. st 4tterallff: 
Jo ua Hale. lllest tees: T 
Bamr. 

Bestcllr ·1, C1lrist 

• Ri e and ri e of the baby Blood : Page 16 



You've probably noticed 
our -, , _signs 

••• they come with a HIGH price· 

FOR 
Our SALE signs · 

are looking for a home 
ADOPT ONE NOW 


